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Ratified by Mexico
Mexico City, Jan. 1.— The
Mexican Senate has at last
ratified the North American
Radio Control Agreements
entered into at the Havana
convention in December, 1937.
The long-delayed ratification here is seen as eliminating the difficulties which
caused United States and
Canadian stations considerable trouble. The Senate
acted only after long and persistent urging by most Mexican stations.
The agreements allocate
wave lengths in the Americas and serve to prevent
"jamming" of the air lanes.

Hollywood, Jan. 1.— Samuel Goldwyn today declined to discuss with
reporters his next move in his pro9,000,000 More Sets Sold;
tracted legal efforts to terminate his
exclusive distribution contract with
Employment Jumps
United Artists.
The producer insisted as he has on
"Radio in 1939 enjoyed its great- other occasions that Max D. Steuer,
est year," David Sarnoff, RCA presi- his New York attorney, is in comdent, declared in his annual year-end
plete and sole charge of the litigation
statement. Pointing out that the
and that any and all statements in the
birth-date of broadcasting in the matter must come from him.
United States is generally regarded
Inquiries as to whether a new suit
as Election Day, 1920, Sarnoff added :
would be instituted in view of the
"In all history, no other industry
ever crammed so much amazing prog- dismissal of the original action in the
Wilmington Federal court last week,
ress into one 20-year span."
Sarnoff declared that more people were referred to Steuer, as were all
other interrogations put by news- Bondy Delays RKO
"will actually see and hear the presi- men.
dential candidates in 1940 by television, than heard the 1920 election
Hearing to Jan. 9
Max D. Steuer maintained his sireturns by sound broadcasting."
lence on the Samuel Goldwyn suit
Hearings on the proceedings of
9,000,000 Sets Sold in 1939
dismissal and the next move in the RKO were adjourned Friday to Jan.
More than 9,000,000 radio receiv- producer's United Artists litigation 9 at 2:30 P. M. by Federal Judge
ers were sold this year, bringing the over the weekend. At the attorney's Bondy at the request of Hamilton
U. S. total to 45,000,000 in homes office it was stated that Steuer was C. Rickaby, attorney for Atlas Corp.
still confined to his home with a cold
and automobiles, he said and char- and that no comment would be made
Rickaby told Judge Bondy that the
acterized those who predicted that
adjournment
was necessary to await
the introduction of television would in . his absence.
a U. S. Supreme Court decision on
However, trade opinion holds that applications to review the order
reduce radio sales as "poor
{Continued on page 8)
which confirmed the reorganization
prophets."
The radio industry gives employment to 400,000 persons in this counHe announced that subscription
and Mayor
try and the annual payroll is in ex- Walker
warrants under the underwriting
plan.
cess of $500,000,000, according to Saragreement
had been offered to RKO
noff. In the RCA organization, emTalk Eastern Films creditors on Dec. 22 and that the
ployment rose approximately 15 per
offer would expire on Jan. 8. In
cent during the year, from 20,400 in
Former Mayor James J. Walker order to expedite the carrying out
1938 to 23,500 in 1939.
conferred with Mayor LaGuardia Fri- of the agreement, he stated, the time
to exercise the option to purchase
day in reference to the Mayor's cam- new stock had been shortened from
paign for Eastern film production. 20 to 17 days.
Walker refused to comment on the
'IT Heads
to West
discussion and referred reporters to
O. C. Duering, attorney for the
LaGuardia.
Irving Trust Co., is preparing an
For Product Talks
LaGuardia said he had discussed order transferring RKO assets from
the situation generally with Walker Irving Trust Co. to the new RKO
Nate J. Blumberg, Universal pres- who had offered to support the plan. company, Rickaby said.
ident, and other home office executives
will leave for the Coast on Friday The Mayor indicated that Walker
to inaugurate discussions on the corn- represented exhibitors who favor in- Mutual Net Revises
creased Eastern production, but decompany's
new season production
clined to identify those whom Walkschedule.
er represented.
William A. Scully, vice-president
Referring to the status of producIts Financial Set-Up
and general sales manager, and Jotion itself, the Mayor said :
A revision of the capital stock diseph H. Seidelman, vice-president
"Some points are now beyond the
vision of Mutual under which seven
and foreign manager, will accompany
pioneering
stage
;
others
are
roundBlumberg to the studio. J. Cheever
independent broadcasting organizaing out into practical shape."
Cowdiri, Universal board chairman,
controlling
Mutual's
124
Leon Bergere, who claims to rep- stationstionswill
who returned to New York from the
share57theof stock
and un(Continued on page 8)
derwrite
the
financial
operations
of
coast over the weekend, will return
the network, was announced Friday
there by plane on Saturday or Sunday to participate in the conferences. 'Raffles' Plays Roxy
by W. E. Macfarlane, president. All
Cliff Work, Universal studio head ;
57 stations have renewed their contracts with Mutual for five years,
Matthew J. Fox, vice-president, and
'Swanee' effective Feb. 1.
Follow
ing Goldwyn-United
John Joseph, advertising and pub"Raffles,"
Samuel
The stock will be distributed among
licity director, will represent the Artists picture, will play at the Roxy
studio at the meetings, which are ex- following the run of "Swanee River." WGN, Chicago; WOR, Newark; the
pected to continue for a week or 10 The latter film opened at the theatre Don Lee network with 33 stations in
(Continued on page 8)
days.
last Friday, and its stay is indefinite.
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Congress
By
Neely Measure to Cause
Greatest Debate
Washington, Jan. 1.— Passage by
the House of the Neely block booking
bill, already approved by the Senate,
tonight loomed as the greatest legislative threat facing the film industry in
the session
of Congress which convenes Wednesday.
Although a number of measures affecting the motion picture and radio
industries are pending in Congress,
held over from the last regular session, the block booking legislation is
seen by observers in Washington as
the only one likely to be enacted although, ifthe Administration presses,
it is possible reorganization of the
Federal Communications Commission
will be taken up.
Only three film bills received attention at the last session, the Neely
bill which was passed by the Senate ;
the Barbour bill to lift the ban on fight
films, also passed by the Senate ; and
the Johnson bill to ban liquor advertising by radio, heard by a Senate
committee which submitted both majority and minority reports.
There (Continued
are, however,
number of
on pagea 2)

Coast

Flashes

Hollywood, Jan. 1.— Discussions
have been held between Samuel Goldwyn and Warners concerning distribution by the latter of Goldwyn's latest
film, "The Westerner." Disposition
of that picture was not mentioned when
Goldwyn two weeks ago announced
that he had terminated his distribution
contract with United Artists.
Hollywood, Jan. 1. — Pandro S.
Berman, former RKO production
head, will become associated with
M-G-M upon completion of his current vacation. Berman is at Sun Valley, Idaho. He plans to go from there
to New York to confer with M-G-M
home office officials.
Year in Review
A review of the year 1939
in the motion picture industry, as recorded in the
day -by -day headlines from
Motion Picture Daily, appears in this issue, beginning
on Page 4.
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Releases

Next

5 Months

Paramount' s release schedule of 22
pictures for the next five months was
announced as follows oyer the weekend by Neil F. Agnew, vice-president in charge of distribution :
January — "Emergency Squad," "Geronimo," "Sante Fe Marshal." and
"Remember the Night."
February — "Parole Fixer," "The
Light That Failed," "Sidewalks of
London" and "Knights of the Range."
March — "Seventeen," "Adventure in
Diamonds," "Women Without
Names," "Road to Singapore" and
"The Farmer's Daughter."
April — "Dr. Cyclops," "Opened by
Mistake," "French Without Tears"
and "The Biscuit Eater."
May— "Way of All Flesh," "Showdown," "Typhoon," "Light of the
Western Stars" and "Buck Benny
Rides Again."
Ida Bartel Dies
Cleveland, Jan. 1.— Ida Bartel,
veteran film exchange employe here,
died late last week of a heart attack.
She was with M-G-M 11 years.
Get Press Book Jobs
Lynn Farnol, United Artists publicity and advertising director, has
promoted Thomas McCabe, Robert
Gildersleeve and Ned Norwich to jobs
in the press book department.

For Lunch,

Dinner or Supper

LaHIFF'S
TAVERN
The Industry's
MEETING and EATING PLACE
156 W. 48th St. Tel. CHickering 4-4200
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Daily

Is Host

Nate J. Blumberg, Universal president, and William A. Scully, vicepresident and general sales manager,
were hosts Friday to a large number
of New York trade officials and press
representatives at the Astor Hotel.
The occasion was in the nature of
an annual New Year's party inaugurated by Blumberg two years ago
upon becoming president of Universal.
Among those present were : Blumberg and Scully, F. J. A. McCarthy,
William Heineman, Joseph Seiclelman, Spyros Skouras, Arthur Mayer,
Malcolm Kingsberg, Leon Goldberg,
George Skouras, John Nolan, Lou
Politick, Andrew Sharick, Tom
Meade, Walter Reade, Arthur Rapf,
Leo Abrams, Sam Shain, Harry
Goldberg,
J. O'Connor,
Jules
Levy,
Al John
Suchman,
Fred Meyers,
Jack Shea, H. J. Yates, Max Cohen,
Harry Brandt, Ed Peskay, Sol
Schwartz and Joseph O'Brien.
Also Harry Mandel, Leo Justin,
Marry Emde, Lou Goldberg, Harry
Pimstein, Milton Maicr, Max Fellerman, Daniel Shaefer, Jules Brulatour, Joseph Seider, David Chatkin,
Bud Rogers, Daniel Collins, William
Freiday, William German, Ethel Wilson, Francis Levin, Mona Reilly, Loretta Casserly, Hank Linet, William
Joft'e, Maurice Kami, John Flynn,
Pete Harrison, Charles Lewis, William Ornstein, Al Steen and Sherwin Kane.
22
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"City of Chance"
(20//i Century-Fox)

dent
vice-presi
Trans-Lux
Movies Corp.,
and Mrs.
E. FURBER,
PERCY
HOLLYWOOD, Jan. 1.— Using- as introductory technique, that of a Furber left over the weekend on a
newsreel, with varied scenes and off-screen comment depicting the 12-day cruise to Venezuela.
•

universalityconcerns
of the gambling
in a large
city,night
"Cityinofa Chance"
thereafter
itself withspirit
the events
of one
de luxe
gambling house.
Seen as partners running the resort are C. Aubrey Smith and Donald Woods, while Lynn Bari is cast as a reporter sent out to expose
the resort, Amanda Duff as a society girl who is being blackmailed,
and Richard Lane as a gangster who wants to control the resort.
Melodramatic elements of the story are more prominent than the
comedy touches, which were well received by the preview audience.
John Larkin and Barry Trivers were responsible for the original
screenplay, with Ricardo Cortez directing, the picture having come
from the Sol Wurtzel side of the studio.

Cliff Reid, RKO associate .producer, arrived in town over the7 ;ekend from the Coast.
•
Charles Laughton starts a personal appearance tour in the South
tomorrow at the Fox, Atlanta.
•
Mitchell May, Jr., returned from
Miami over the weekend.

Basil Bleck, attorney for Alexander Korda, returned to England
Running time, 58 minutes. "G."*
Walter Selden Saturday on the Manhattan after several weeks here and in Hollywood.
•
"Katia"
Don Ameche returned to the 20th
(Mayer & Burstyn)
Century-Fox studio over the weekThe tragic romance of a young girl and a monarch, which ends in after a brief stay • in New York.
his assassination, this French production of E. A. Algazy for Metropa
Jose Schor of Columbia is vacationFilms of Paris, offers Danielle Darrieux an opportunity to demoning in the South. •
strate once more her skill as an actress of charm and versatility.
Peyton Gibson of Universal has
Her performance is the outstanding entertainment factor in the production, wherein English subtitles permit understanding for those un- gone to the Coast for a brief studio
familiar with French.
•
The girl is a daughter of Russian nobility of the middle 19th Cen- visit.
Jesse L. Lasky is expected in New
tury, the monarch young Alexander II. Despite the traditional enmity York
from the Coast tomorrow.
•
of her family for the Romanoffs, she meets and falls in love with Alexander, and he with her. Her effort to persuade him to grant a conJack Cohn and Mrs. Cohn are
stitution tothe Russian people she loves fails only when his assassina- expected back from a brief Florida
tion occurs- a few days before her coronation and following her secret holiday within the next few days.
marriage to the Czar, then a widower.
John Loder, as Alexander, is hardly more than adequate, being week's
Sam trip.
Shain has gone South on a
rather too stiff for easy handling of the role. Maurice Tourneur
directed from a screenplay by Jean-Jacques Bernard.
William Levine of the M-G-M
Running time, 80 minutes. "G."*
Charles S. Aaronson
contract department has announced
*"G" denotes general classification.
his engagement to Beatrice Harris.
The wedding will take place in April.
•
\Paramount
Theatre
William Longdon and Lillian
Grosses $1,920,000 Wilson, both of the M-G-M exCongress to Settle
change in Charlotte, have just disParamount theatre, under Robert
closed their marriage of three months
Fate of Film Bills
Weitman, managing director, grossed
•
(Continued from page 1)^
an estimated $1,920,000 during 1939, it ago.
other measures pending, including bills was revealed over the week-end. This
Edward Renick, Boston salesman
to create a Federal motion picture figure does not include the grosses for for M-G-M, has been spending his
commission, to ban alien actors, to try "Gulliver's Travels" and "The Great vacation in New York.
films out for the recording of court
•
trials and to establish a Bureau of Victor
Herbert."annual gross during the
The
average
Anthony
Z.
Nelle,
foreign film
Fine Arts.
While there are no indications that past five years has been an estimated director, leaves this week for Holly$1,699,000. In 1935, when Paramount
wood. He is negotiating for a studio
any important new film measures will inaugurated its stage band policy, the
be introduced during the coming ses- gross was $1,209,652. This figure,
sion, it is expected that new copy- compared with the gross for 1939,
right legislation will be introduced shows the effectiveness of the new
MOTION PICTURE
and an effort made to obtain its enactment, the success of which, however, policy.
post. DAILY
is doubtful. Past history of copyright
legislation shows that it takes two full
Streimer Testifying
(Registered U. S. Patent Office)
sessions to obtain consideration by
Published daily except Saturday, Sunday and
both houses.
Boston, Jan. 1.— Moe Streimer, holidays by Quigley Publishing Company,
New York branch manager for Inc., 1270 Sixth Avenue, Rockefeller Center,
Radio Measures Coming Up
United Artists, tomorrow will con- New York City. Telephone Circle 7-3100.
"Quigpubco, NewandYork."
Martinue his testimony in the Morse & Cabletinaddress
Quigley, Editor-in-Chief
Publisher;
In the field of radio legislation, the
Colvin
Brown,
Vice-President
and
General
Rothenberg
anti-trust
action
against
Administration drive for reorganizaManager; Watterson R. Rothacker, Vicetion of the F.C.C., which President major companies here. Streimer be- President; Sam Shain, Editor; James A.
gan
his
testimony
Friday.
Cron, Advertising manager; Chicago Bureau,
Roosevelt has been represented as
624
South Hollywood
Michigan Avenue,
B. O'Neill,
ready to drop in view of the "improvemanager;
Bureau, C.Postal
Union
ment" in that body, and the campaign
Life Building, Boone Mancall, manager, Wilfor investigation of the commission are
liam R. Weaver, Editor; London Bureau, 4.
Golden Square, London Wl, Hope Williams,
the most important activities carried
SCRATCHES
manager, cable address "Quigpubco, Lonover into the new session.
On Film Can Be Removed Only by
don." All contents copyrighted 1940 by QuigOther measures affecting radio inley Publishing Company, Inc. Other Quigley
AMERICAN
RECONO,
INC.
publications:
Motion Picture Herald, Better
clude bills for establishment of a GovTheatres. International Motion Picture Al245 W. 55th St.. New York, N. Y.
ernment broadcasting station, for furmanac and Fame. Entered as second class
ther experimental use of super-power,
matter, Sept. 23, 1938, at the post office at
Negative — Positive —
tising.
New York, N. Y., under the act of March
and for restrictions on radio adverColor Film Rejuvenated
3, 1879. Subscription rates per year $6 in the
Americas and $12 foreign. Single copies 10c.
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Motion

Headlines

January

Jan. 3— U.A. leading way in use of film to
"Letty Lyncan ties.
Pan-Ameri
promote
ton" authors
awarded
$532,152 against
M-G-M.
. „>„. _.
Tan. 4.— Contest entries in Movie Uuiz at
2,000,000 below estimates.
Jan. 5.— Few film bills before Congress.
RKO plan approved by Judge Bondy.
tax retention.
Jan. 6.— Roosevelt urges ticketslow
production
Trust suit and pact talks
programs.
Tan. 9.— Alexander Korda to produce chiefly
on Coast, report. Paramount arranging
$5,000,000 loan to retire debentures.
Jan.
10.— Vivien
"Gone With
the
Wind"
role. Leigh
Kent,getsSchaefer,
Depinet
meet M.P.T.O.A. here. Odeon to get
$25,000,000 for expansion.
Jan. 11.—
Weisman calls
for liquidation ofPlan
Fox ofTheatres.
Paramount
sets
call of $5,000,000 in debentures.
Jan. 12.— Arbitration procedure seen major
problem of vorcetrade
pact asked
negotiations.
Diment of theatres
in Nebraska
bill.
Jan. 13. — Agree on new phraseology in trade
pact talks. A.F.R.A. board calls for walkout vote by members.
Jan. 16.— Distributors trade pact to be rewritten. Picture merit basis of U.A. releasing plan. 1939 production budget is
put at $150,000,000.
Jan. 17. — Decision on pact by Allied due
today at board meeting. Plan change in
wage law after study.
Jan. 18. — Allied postpones decision on pact.
RKO
maketo 40-48
films for in1939-'40.
Actor to
unions
back A.F.R.A.
strike
move.
Jan. 19. — U.A. partners vote sliding scale
plan. Cole elected president of Allied
States.
Jan. 20.— New York A.F.R.A. local votes to
strike. Distributors alter trade pact following M.P.T.O.A. talks.
Jan. 23. — Threat of radio walkout fades as
U.S. conciliator
is named.
Moss 'brings
pressure
to end New
York games.
Jan. 24. — A.F.R.A. to deal with producers
and agencies. Cole foresees changes in
the industry structure.
Jan. 25. — Roosevelt urges discarding of
F.C.C. RKO to show profit in 1938 of
$125,000. Loew profit $9,924,934.
Jan. 26. — Majors to put trade pact in effect
regardless of Allied attitude. Expect
Paramount fourth quarter earnings of
$2,200,000.
Jan. 27. — Neighborhood scales cut by Loew
and RKO in New York. Twenty -five
theatres razed in Chilean earthquake.
Jan. 30.— Ten studios face N.L.R.B. charges
for alleged labor act violations. 1938
theatre building jobs decline to 751.
Jan. 31. — Supreme Court accepts Paramount
North Dakota case on divorcement law.
British bill to seek revision of Films Act.

February

Feb. 1.— New York State bill urges tax on
amusements. Television seen creating
market for the dramatist.
Feb. 2. -/Local conciliation boards expected
to be established in a few months. Tyrone
Power takenoTr-r«U«ihy Darryl Zanuck.
A.F.R.A.
met, "Ti'flti_-s«i
Feb. 3. — M. terms
E. Comerfju-d
dies at
and Lenox Lohr ofciNBC seek film and
radio pact. AdyeilSlers give A.F.R.A.
closed shop. %
Feb. 6.— American producers in 1937 spent
$197,741,358 on production. U. S. Census
Bureau reports. World film house total
for 1938 was 92.816.
Feb. 7. — Studio heads do not oppose stars
on radio. Kansas House gets bill for
theatre divorcement.
Feb. 8. — Eleven nominations for RKO directorate due. Silverstone and Roach set
1939 program. 4- A votes to bar all'nonentertainers.
""^*t>«»w
~ , S on
Feb.
9.— Rodgers gets proposals
of Allied
trade pact. First quarter net for Universal may reach $200,000. NBC seeking
film tieups on television.
Feb. 10.— Paris houses cease all advertising
in fight on taxes. Distributors set date
for trade pact negotiations.
Feb. 14. — Supreme Court holds price control
by copyright is illegal. North Dakota
divorcement law is repealed. bflXJ
Feb.
15.— Allied
quit pact dealings'
Dakota
ruling may
on divorcement
law. Com-on

Review

Picture

the

panies to ask rehearing in.Dallas trust
case.
,
Feb. 16.— Repeal of Dakota divorcement law
spurs New York Government trust action
Century-Fox plans
majors.
against
52 features
in new20thseason.
Feb. 17.— Pathe plan voted; to form new
company.
U.A. planning expansion in
foreign field.
Feb. 20.— Attorney General Murphy asks
that trust suit against majors be speeded.
Strike
by signs
directors'
averted.
Feb.
21.— threat
Governor
Northguild
Dakota
bill
repealing divorcement law. Paris houses
win fight for tax reduction.
Levy on
theatre circuits in Pennsylvania held
invalid.
Feb. 23. — Rehearing of Dallas appeal to be
sought. Universal gross up $2,000,000 in
last year. Joe Brandt dies.
Feb. 24.— "You Can't Take It With You,"
Spencer Tracy and Bette Davis win three
leading Academy
awards.
corporated in trade
pact. Myers data inFeb. 27.— Name four to complete RKO directorate. Warners plan 48 features next
season; vision36in U.willS. bemarket.
"A." Baird plans teleFeb. 28. — Federal Judge Bondy delays decision on RKO plan. National sales conventions seen caused by impending pact.
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May 16.— Indications are industry trade
practice code will be completed in August.
Actors Equity Association asks television
jurisdiction.
name-' RKO
Richard C. Patterson
May 17.—chairman;
Peter Rathv
ttee. -airboard man of executiveN.commi
tint
asks reelection of company's be f^C1 "
May
— Company
ask I -L' "
meeting.
ers' defendants
nual18.stockhold
ttier
particulars
in
Government's^
«'
York anti-trust suit.
May 19.— Federal Judge William Bondy
orders Government to answer new bill of
particulars and name its witnesses.
May 22. — Government indicates it will file
fewer anti-trust suits against industry
than were indicated earlier. RKO plans
50-54 pictures for new season.
May 23.— New York Allied unit opens convention with prospect of receiving first
draft of new industry trade practice pro-

April 3.— Strike status unchanged after a
week. 20th Century -Fox will ask increased
rentals on high budget pictures under new
season sales policy.
April 4. — Hearings on Neely block -booking
bill begin in Washington. Federal court
confirms RKO' reorganization plan.
April 5. — Voluntary selective film buying
plan offered by distributors at Neely bill
hearing istatives.
rejected
Governmentby toexhibitor
intercederepresenin New
York projectionists' strike.
April 6. — Allied
States leaders
industry trade practice
code atdenounce
Neely bill
hearing.
Republic
schedules
50
productions for new season.
April 7. — Government asserts New York
May
Test locals
of I.A.T.S.E.'s
control
over
its
studio
seen in Los
Angeles
projectionists'
strike R.
violates
gram.24—
trust laws. Sidney
Kent, Federal
Williamanti-F.
court
action
brought
by
deposed
heads
of
hearing.
Rodgers attack Neely bill at Washington
Technicians' Local 37.
May 25. — First draft of industry trade pracApril
10. —onNew
strike
tice program Pandro
completed;
may go
settled
12th York
day. projectionists'
Paramount schedules
convention.
Berman
asksto Allied
to be
56 new season productions.
relieved of RKO studio command by Oct. 1.
April 11. — George J. Schaefer testifies Neely May 26.— Initial draft of industry trade
bill will increase industry and film costs.
code's arbitration provisions made pubApril 12. — See Neely bill kept in committee
lic; Rodgers asks Allied approval of proas hearings near end. I.A.T.S.E. officers
called in Coast racket probe.
posal. Government files answers to companies' demand for bills of particulars.
April 13. — Senate committeemen in flare-up
Senator
Neely may force a vote on his
over handling of industry witnesses.
anti-block booking bill. Theatre insurance
April 14. — Industry threatened with new
rates increased.
I.A.T.S.E. strike as studios refuse union's May 29. — British film industry makes emerMarch 1. — Directors and producers are set
demand for a basic contract. Ed Kuyplans for operating in event of war.
to sign new agreement. Stockholder files
kendall
testifies Neely bill will not end May 31. —gencySenate
block booking.
subcommittee scheduled to
action
against
Loew's,
Inc.
act
on
report
on Neely Bill today. Merger
March 2. — U. S. seen sharpening industry April 17. — Studios resume I.A.T.S.E. negoattack. Dissension in F.C.C. ranks flares
of
Hoyt'sunder
and Greater
Union Australian
tiations to avert strike. Llniversal schedcircuits
way. Paramount
studies
again. Figure Paramount earnings for
ules 44 new season productions. S.M.P.E.
key city use of its Du Mont television.
1938 at $4,096,000.
convention opens in Hollywood.
March 3. — U.A. to fight Goldwyn move to April 18. — Hearings on Neely bill end. Asabrogate contract. Republic 1938 gross
cap victor in two appeals on legislation to
was $7,373,972.
U. S. Supreme Court.
March 6. — Goldwyn will deliver for U.A. April 19. — Unions withdraw strike threat.
despite suit. Trade program seen dependCoast negotiations continue.
ing on Government attitude.
April
20. — Studio labor controversy nears
settlement.
March 7.— Warners get $6,000,000 loan for
refunding. Col. Cole urges abolition of April 21.— Mutual interest of films and teleall clearance. RKO 1938 net $173,578.
vision told by David Sarnoff. Adolph
1— Senate committee approves Neely
Zukor, back from extended European trip, June
March 8. — Producers to give Screen Writers
anti-block booking bill, assuring it of
Guild new contract. Pact to go into effect
urges
united
industry
to
offset
foreign
Senate vote later.
market losses.
despite Allied stand.
June 2. — Warners -Fox West Coast in split
March
9.
—
Film-radio
"feud"
is
described
by
April
24.
—
New
complications
defer
coast
laover product
Five inI.A.T.S.E.
ofbor peace.
Lenox Lohr as only talk. Majors win
ficials cited fordeal.
contempt
West Coast
plea for details in U.S. trust suit.
April
25.
—
Seven
studio
unions
demand
30hour week.
jurisdictional dispute. Anti-Ascap measMarch 10. — U.S. meets quality requirement
latures.ures fail to pass in 12 of 14 state legisof British quota in first year. Trust April 26. — Industry's new season production
action details to be ready in two months.
budget may total $209,550,000.
June
5. — castsComplete
arrangements
broadfilms.
March 13.— M.P.T.O.A. asks improvement April 27. — Britain levies new tax on U. S.
of film news
to foreign forcountries
in film quality. Warners set 48 features
via
short
wave
radio.
next season. Republic plans 60 features, April 28. — Government to file new anti-trust June 6. — Film company heads meet with
four serials.
suits against industry.
Department of Commerce in Washington
March 14.— Duals force "B" pictures, Warto discuss industry problems.
ner says. Lubitsch, U.A. deal expected
this week.
June 7. — Industry-Goverment figures exMarch 15.— I.A.T.S.E. fight on Coast for
views on
trade's problems. Further change
meetings
planned.
union control brings threat of U. S. probe.
June 8. — Attorney General Murphy asserts
Warners plan 86 shorts. North Dakota
Department of Commerce interest in film
not to defend law on Ascap.
industry will not affect prosecution of
March 16. — Warners plan percentages from
35 to 20. Weekly screen attendance es- May 1.— United Artists asks dismissal of| r anti-trust__»uits. Paramount to make 58
timated at 85,000,000 by Hays office.
: pictures jfor new season.
Prutzman elected to Universal board.
ac- ' Hiyne 9. — Miiftprity report of Senate commitof contract
breach Fair
Goldwyn's
Samuel
opens.
World's
York
New
tion.
March 17. — Korda forms own company in May 2. — Major companies' attorneys assert
-tfeg
callsto £$£ely
industry."
England. 250 to attend M-G-M sales
S^ijite
vs^p onbill
bill"bad
Junetofor
13.make
they will not consider acceptance of a J une-:
12. — Industry
refuses
films
meeting in Chicago. Mexican production
consenttrust suit.
decree to end Government's antifound in critical state.
available for tefeyision.
March 20. — Trade pact unchanged by parley May! 3.— European war crisis results" in 20 June ljvglndustr'y officials minimize sigwith Abram Myers. Bank -night ruled
nificar>ce?"<>fferences.
Department
Commerce
conper cent decrease in foreign grosses.
National Alliedof States
Associaillegal in Delaware.
Loew's reports six-month net of $6,368,847.
tion
Opens
convention
in
Minneapolis
as
March 21. — French measure for industry May 4.— Ascap will ask separate music lifirst draft of completed industry trade
control would halve U. S. imports. Court
cense for television use.
practice
code
is
sent
to
exhibitors.
denies injunction against LA. in Coast May 5— Joseph
M. Schenck urges Holly- June 14. — Allied States to-5 ask for changes
fight. M-G-M
plans 52 features next
wood to curb production extravagance
s.
in proposed industry code.
Monogram
schedules 54 films for new
March 22.-^Companies facing strike call in
season production. Three unions seek June 15. — William F. Rodgers urges Allied
New York union fight. M-G-M lists 79
convention to approve trade code. Secrejurisdiction over television field.
shorts on schedule. Neely moves to bring May 8.—New York Federal court indicates
tary Hopkins invites exhibitor leaders to
bill before Senate.
meet with him. Jurisdictional dispute beit
will
require
Government
to
disclose
March 23. — George Browne in New York for
tween Four ofA'sActors.
and its affiliate, American
Federation
identity of its anti-trust witnesses. Ninelocal LA. strike parleys. Metro sales will
year agreement between producers and June 16. — Allied States convention rejects
be along lines of pact.
directors reached. United Artists schedproposed trade code. W. F. Rodgers says
March 24. — Way is open for U. S. return
ules 32 films for new season production.
exhibitor negotiations will be continued
to Italy, says Arthur Kelly. New York
without Allied.
Allied asks reform drive on clearance.
May 9.— United Artists appoints Harry
work.19. — Distributors continue trade code
Gold and L. J. Schlaifer vice-presidents. June
March 27. — Local 306 calls strike in New
10.— Columbia schedules 42 films for
~York.
U.A. to have at least 22 features May
next season.
new season production. Paramount votes June 20. — RKO to make 52 pictures for new
first
dividend on common stock since reseason.
March 28.— Settlement
talks on strike
organization.
begins
in
New
York.
Practice
pact
draft
June 21. — Warners defy Nazi protest; to
due shortly.
May 11. — Report, Allied States attempting
make22. two
new "expose"
March 29. — Shows in New York to continue
organization p; national film buying com- June
— Britain
abandons films.
new film taxes.
despite
strike.
David
Loew
to
release
Ed
Kuykendall,
M.P.T.O.A. president,
bine.
Universal's
six-month
net
estimated
through U.A.
meets with Secretary Hopkins for further
at $400,000, first half-year profit in eight
discussion of trade problems.
March 30. — Probe of New York strike is
opened by Government. 20th-Fox opens May 12. — RKO first., quarter pet of $388,822 June 23,--3iGover.ruuen;t to Ate an£-tfust suit
years.
June 26.^Defer action
summer
$l^lt&0-l
raffe
ftaW
&
^mpleTBlo?
k»£5^
fe4. WrMlfir
. . ZAlAti
ued onfor page
6) on Govhibitors get firm draft. 20th-Fox sets « J.epoJ fey
$2,000,000
ad bucJS«^|jg|*|!jj)|pasg||aj
3&«K. suit.
M;
bno yioU tot*
i<J ' «noiO bibwb3 »mot <<*
Bn5v,| Yd b»*uboi<t • Y1JTMA2 H1S2CH Y«j

>re-sold

audience

millions
mers

of

radio

every

Monday

it is eagerly

awaiting

triumphant
>earance

of

Jen-voiced
y

screen
their

favorite,

Martin,

io's 'Tune-up

star

of

Time'!
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with

EDITH
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Alan Mowbray*
Eric Blore* George
ANDRE
KOSTELANETZ
AND
HIS MUSIC
0" iginal story and screenplay by James Edward
irected by JOSEPH SANTLEY • Produced by Irving
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(Continued from page 4)
copyright law. British exhibitors study
Maxwell's booking plans. Radio, press,
June 27. — Sidney R. Kent sees hope for inilusiry code despite Allied States' attitude.
films, signsdraw
praise. Skirball reat GrandHays'
National.
Membership divided in American Federation of Actors dispute.
ask reduction
in clearJune 28.— New York Allied to continue code July 14. — Theatres
ances. C.I.O. massing
in studios.
Key
negotiations
despite
parent
organization's
city
grosses
show
upturn
to
$1,168,750.
stand.
17. — Court orders charter returned to
June 29. — First conviction of New York July
Local 37. A.F.A. charter revoked by 4theatre man on lottery charge as a result
A's; suit brought. Loew's 40- week net is
of use of games. James Roosevelt's contract with Samuel Goldwyn extended.
$8,173,060.
June 3. — Company defendants file answers July 18. — Senate passes Neely bill, 46 to 28.
American Guild of Variety Artists reto Government's bill of complaint in New
places A.F.A.; enrolls 1,000. First indusYork
antitrust
suit,
denying
monopolistic
activities.
icatryandshort-wave
Europe broadcast
successful. to Latin-AmerJuly 19. — Court approves RKO plan. Experts doubt early trial for Government
suit. Set effective date for code. Kuykendall urges. Harry Brandt, in Washington,
talks to Secretary of Commerce; Cole to
follow. Neely bill to die in House.
July
— Government
suit discovered
to be
on 20.trial
calendar since
March. Green
backs A.F.A. as still part of A. F. of L.
July 3. — Trade chiefs pleased with U. S.
code parleys. Rodgers asks exhibitors to
Century theatres resume games after
three-week experiment.
accept code; calls Allied's action "unfair."
July 5.— CBS and NBC June billings hit new- July 21. — U. S. plans new suits in Califorhigh. New product brings boom to Broadnia. Court O.K.'s RKO' election of diseason's
show marked
rectors. I.A.T.S.E. threatens soundmen's
increasewayinNewmiddle
and deals
far West.
strike.
July 6. — RKO prepares self for new organ- July 24. — U. S. seeks Nov. 1 as trust suit
ization. U. S. acts to set anti-trust trial
trial date. Studio A. F. of L. unions unite
in October.
to battle C.I.O. Warners reportss $2,912,186 profit for 39 weeks. F.B.I, to probe
July 7. — Delay faces new changes in copyright laws. Studios in non-profit deal to
Fox receivership. 4-A and A.F.A. dispute
let schools use films.
to go before A. F. of L. council.
July 10.— N. Y. Allied takes independent July 25. — Cole debates Cohen on code. Goldwyn favors Illinois dual bill. Clyde W.
code
stand. 4-A's
offer
Eckhardt feted.
of William
Green;rejects
A.F.A.mediation
trial starts.
Trendle resigns as United Detroit Thea- July 26. — Code ready for adoption by Aug.
tres head.
9. N. Y. circuits watch T.M.A.T. Labor
Board hearings.
July 11. — Maxwell offers new booking idea
to aid 1,000 British independents. C.I.O. July 27. — Novelty of television gone in Engbegins vertical drive in all studios. Quebec
land, says Hyams. Schaefer, Patterson
theatres reopen.
and other RKO officers elected. N. Y. Allied seeks code in State. Industry leaders
July 12.— Trade plans golden jubilee celebration. National Association of Broadat F.P. -Canadian parley.
casters accepts ccode governing program July 28. — U. S. promises more trust suits
in Fall. Governor Horner vetoes Illinois
policies.
duals bill. Spain asked to modify imports
July 13. — U. S. lawyers urge change in
★★★★★★★★★★★★★
*
*
*
*

*
*
Thanks
*
*
*

.

.

.

to the
NEW

YORK

*

FILM

CRITICS
*

for selecting
MARCEL

PAGNOL'S

Magnificent

Epic of the Soil

-*
* ■X
imes
AN

ENDURING

WORK

OF

ART"— 7

as th

*

*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*

BEST
*

OF

Foreign

THE

FILM

ANDRE R. HEYMANN,

*

FRENCH
35 WEST 45th ST.

CINEMA

*

YEAR
Pres.

CENTER, INC.
NEW YORK CITY

Daily

Motion

Tuesday, January 2, 1940

Picture

Year

rules. A.G.V.A. organizes vaudeville and Sept. 6.— U.A. resigns from M.P.P.D.A. in
film presentation house performers.
Balaban & Katz . dispute. War t a affect
30
cent of
July 31. — "Letty Lynton" authors lose apnewsper sends
filmworld
stocksfilmandgrosscgStWar
bJMBafcwn.
peal; judgment against M-G-M cut to
one-fifth. Capitol to show Korda's "Four Sept.
New 7. —Jersey
Allied
starts
con^^^
loses officials
war jitters,'/
timistic. Trade
Industry
rushV
Sept. 8.— British film loss is $5,000;j) ,kFeathers."
ly. Majors win 30-day delay in A fitment suit. Year's ticket tax Waled
$19,470,801.
Sept.
11. — 65-70 per cent of British theatres
reopen. RKO1 and Universal win Chicago contempt case backing. I.A.T.S.E.
Aug. 1. — I.A.T.S.E. grants charter to A.F.
Sept.
12. — "rebels."
Studios to keep picture schedules.
expels
A.,
ousted to4-Acourt.
union.Producers
RKO's stock
Universal
net is $989,995 for nine months.
presented
debate plans
I. A.
British
Films
Act faces revision.
T.S.E. demands.
denies war slashes in proAug. 2.— I.A.T.S.E. delays strike, although Sept. 13. — M-G-M
duction.
Newsreels suffer war gag.
deadline passes. S.A.G. ousts Sophie
Tucker, A.F.A. president. Film exports Sept. 14.— War bars face Anglo-U. S. trade.
Coast grand jury starts inquiry. Broadideas. drop. Schine rally hears chiefs' trade
show
casters' code to go into effect Oct. 1,
Sept.
15. — All British theatres open today.
Aug. 3. — S.A.G. officials are foes of I.A.T.
Independents
face lower Ascap rates.
S.E.. N.L.R.B. hears. S.A.G. protests
18. — Studios adopting sharp economies.
I.A.T.S.E. aid to A.F.A. Paramount Sept.
Court delays setting Government suit trial
shows $2,130,000 profit for six months.
date. New U. S. regulations on shipping
20th- Fox adds television to radio ban for
adopted.
Broadcasters vote to start own
screen actors.
music source.
Aug. 4. — Union battle grips entire amuse- Sept. 19.— "Big Five" back C.I.O. in studio
ment world; 4-A polls 30,000 actors on
ballot. Films show first war scenes.
strike. Broadcasters plan to battle Ascap
Government suit against B. & K. in Chiwith new music source. 20th -Fox reports
cago ends when circuit and majors offer
no defense.
$2,325,525bratesprofit
for
six
months.
U.A.
cele20th anniversary.
Sept. 20. — Hays hits trade meddling by
Aug. 7. — U. S. files Schine trust suit. Atlas
U. S. M-G-M fixes sales policy on code
presents RKO financing plan.
plan. Key city grosses reach $1,490,144.
Aug. 8. — S.A.G. officials arrive ready to go Sept. 21. — Cohns slash own salaries by onebefore A. F. of L. council in jurisdicthird. War forces Odeon to drop duals.
tional dispute. N.L.R.B. calls hearing in
Studio
elections.workers cast ballot in N.L.R.B.
C.I.O.-A.F. of L. Coast battle. "Fear
nothing,"
is Schine reply to Government Sept. 22. — U.
hints defeats
new drive
against
insuit.
dustry.S.I.A.T.S.E.
C.I.O.
in N.L.
R.B. elections.
Aug. 9. — Exhibitors in tribute to Nate J.
Blumberg. I.A.T.S.E. and producers in Sept. 25.— Higher rentals needed, Schenck
tentative pact. Strike hinted to crush
says. RKO officials get 35 per cent salary
slash.
I.A.T.S.E. serves ultimatum on
C.I.O. on Coast.
Aug. 10.— A.F. of L. hearings on 4-A and
producers.
26. — Trade mourns
Carl
I.A.T.S.E. to be secret, Green says. Loew's Sept.
Producers seek LA.
compromise.Laemmle.
France
gets $15,000,000 refund loan.
to
resume
production.
Aug. 11. — A.F. of L. begs peace but unions
stick to their claims; jitters grip Holly- Sept.
27.— Jubilee.
All U. Sale
S. joins
Golden
or leaseinof industry's
Biograph
wood. U. S. to file trust suit against
studio looms.
Crescent circuit in Nashville.
28.— British Films Act to stay, is
Aug. 14. — Court refers Atlas underwriting Sept.
belief. Dembow resigns
Fanchon & Marco
plan for RKO to special master. Columbia answers Government suit. Studios
Sept.
29.—
Trade
asks guard in neutrality
sign five-year pact with I.A.T.S.E.
Aug. 15.— France relaxes import barriers.
aski ' Governmen
t. Policy, British producers
„Define nlm
Labor racket probe opens in Hollywood.
post.
Aug. 16— A.F. of L. verdict in I.A.T.S.E.4-A dispute. Both sides claim victory.
U. S. studies code.
Aug. 17. — 4-A defies A. F. of L. ; rejects
October
decision. Secrecy veils code as U. S.
reported asking changes.
Aug. 18.— Federal action kills code. A. F.
of L. studies revised action in union fight. Oct. 2.— Fate of U. S. production in England hinges on quota law. Factionalism
Aug. 21. — Distributors in Arnold parley to
rescue code. Allied expels New York
splits N. Y. Allied. Ned E. Depinet
unit. 4-A plans to bolt A. F. of L.
Aug. 22.— Lawyers study U. S. code rebuff.
Oct. 3.— Brtish interests fight to save quota.
New product boosts Broadway grosses.
RKO reor-by
to delay contract
War
Aug. 23. — Commerce Department study corr-.
t0 not'on&"term
RKO^ situation
tinues. Russian-Nazi pact news crowds
ganization.
networks.
Oct.
4.— Britain
revoke exhibitors'
quota.
Piracy may
of foreign films spreads
Aug. 24. — Warners sets up own trade code.
in Latin America. U.A. senior execuPeace sought in 4-A dispute; little hope
tives take voluntary salary cuts.
seen.
vey.
Aug. 25. — Majors vary on new sales plans. Oct. 5!— tures
Settlement
Picsuit againstof A.General
English film trade ready for hostilities.
T. & Talking
T. reported
near. Monogram reports eight-month
James Roosevelt undertakes studio sur6.— U. S. Attorney General Murphy
Aug. 28.— Warners to help solve clearance. Oct.
profit
of Coast
$78,773.situation.
'
to study
Key city grosses up to $1,276,750. A. F.
of L. moves for actor peace. Studio Oct. 9.— Jules Levy resigns as general sales
manager
of RKO. Hiays office cuts salpublicists get five-year pact.
aries and reduces staff.- Atlas Ctjrp. to
Aug. 29.— British issue war orders for themake
$1,500,000
atres; film people speed return frpm
RKO stock underwriting
offer.
abroad.trust
U.A.suit.seeks dismissal of Govern=
ment
10.— A.named
W. Smith,
Jr., and sales
Robertman-E. "
Mochrie
RKO divisional
Aug. 30.— Groom Roosevelt as A.M.P.P Oct.
chief. Profit of $42,000 by Monogram in
agers. American companies concerned
over plan to limit British remittances.
six months reported. N.L.R.B. sets Sept.
11.— Britain to limit money exports
21
elections
C.I.O. on Coast between LA T. Oct.
S.E.forand
with no film import restrictions. Cashcarry
ty legislation no great hinAug. 31.— Fox West Coast accused of viola- . drance neutrali
to film industry.
tion of consent decrees by U. S. Strike
Oct. 12.— Government anti-trust defendants
looms as zero hour set. by '4-A nears.
have until Nov. 1 to file exceptions to
interrogatories.
Universal breaks with
Saenger circuit.
Oct. 13.— Britain to freeze U. S. remittances.
Orange County Theatres moves for dismissal of its anti-trust suit.
September
Oct. 16.— Studio crafts demand 10 per cent
wage increase. N. L, Nathanson favors
local conciliation for Canada.
Sept. 1.— Actors Equity calls strike in legitimate stage field for Labor Day. Oct. 17.— Mayor LaGuardia urges producNewsreels set for war duty.
tion in New York. Hans Vogt wins long
Sept. 5. — War shuts down- theatre business
controversy over photo-electric cell patent.'
Oct. 18.— Allied States cites "grave danin
and . France.
' Strike avoided
as Britain
actor unions
and I.A.T.S.E.
heal
ued onsituati
page on.
8) Slightly
gers (■Contin
in European
breach.
U.
Sv
fries
68
interrogatories
in
trust suit.
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Increase
Radio

Sales

Set

Is Seen

Radio receiver sales should show
an improved trend in 1940 because
situation and tinEuropean
of theincrease
usual
in consumer interest
during presidential election years, Dr.
W. G. R. Baker, of the General Electric radio and television department,
asserted.
Over-production of sets within the
next few months is likely if history
repeats itself, Dr. Baker declared.
The early months of 1939 found set
sales markedly affected by publicity
given to the establishment of regular
television programs in New York but
this was more than offset by the outbreak of the European war, he continued. The result was a sudden
shortage of sets and production schedules were increased. Dr. Baker
pointed out that the public is gradually being educated to the limitations
of existing television service and its
possibilities on a national scale.
The poor sale of television receivers was attributed to limited program
hours, the list prices of sets, and the
relatively short trade discounts as
compared with radio. Although he
praised the technical advances of television, Dr. Baker pointed out that
from the business viewpoint, television has not produced the favorable
results anticipated. He declared that
the solution of the business problem
will probably await further technical
advances which will permit lower list
prices.
Dr. Baker also commented on the
fact that G. E. is experimenting with
frequency modulation and that FM
receivers could be expected to replace present receiving equipment
when FM transmission becomes available on a national scale. The new
type of FM sets will be capable of
receiving both FM and amplitude
modulation broadcasting, Dr. Baker
said.
Crescent

Hearing

Delayed to Feb. 1
Hearing of motions in the Government's anti-trust suit against
Crescent Amusement Co. and major
distributors, scheduled for tomorrow
in Federal court at Nashville, has
been postponed to Feb. 1.
Principal motions scheduled for
hearing included those of the defendants for bills of particulars from the
Government.
Walker

and

Mayor

Talk Eastern Films
{Continued from page 1)
resent a European financial interest,
conferred on the same day with Commissioner Clendenin Ryan, head of
the Mayor's chamber of commerce
recently established to attract business to New York.
Bergere admitted taht he and Ryan
discussed Eastern production but refused to comment further.
Bergere recently appeared at Grand
National Pictures reorganization
hearings with an offer to purchase
a substantial interest in the company.

Only
Year's

News

(Continued from page 6)
of country's exhibitor
half 1937
than
more
corporations paid
income taxes.
Oct. 19.— Nazis take control of Czech film
industry.
Dr. L.win
A. S.M.P.E.
Jones and awards.
Dr. Herbert T. Kalmus
Oct. 20.— Distributors ask film reciprocity
in Latin America. RKO reduces first six
months' net loss to $68,070.
Oct. 23— Settlement reached in A. T. & T.,
Western Electric, Erpi litigation with
General Talking Pictures. Theatre building in first nine months valued at
$17,992,000.
Oct. 24.— Frank C. Walker elected general
counsel of M.P.T.O.A. Texas attorney
general investigates film business.
Oct. 25. — War cripples French film industry.
Grand National to get $450,000 R.F.C.
loan.
Oct. 26. — S.A.G. forbids free radio performances by actors. Conflicting Thanksgiving dates no difficulty to trade.
Oct. 27. — U. S. Department of Justice to
investigate film matters further on Coast.
Oct. 30. — Federal Court dismisses Grand
National bankruptcy action. Films made
exempt from cash-carry neutrality law.
N. Y. Allied drops Allied States affiliations.
Oct. 31.— Producers ask I.A.T.S.E. to relinquish 10 per cent wage increases. New
York
exhibitors fight pari-mutuel betting
amendment.

November
Nov. 1. — Hollywood agents ratify pact with
S.A.G. Harry Cohn denies rumors about
sale of Columbia Pictures.
Nov. 2. — Hollywood painters may strike, demand 15 per cent increase. New York
Allied seeks trade practice code for state.
Nov. 3. — Attorney General Murphy says
proposed code cannot be approved without stipulation it will not be used as
defense.
Nov. 6. — Neutrality law keeps markets open
for American companies. Prof. M. J.
Handler to arbitrate Local 306- New York
circuits dispute.
Nov. 7. —mentDramatists
approves amendon film rightsGuild
to plays.

in

Review

Ads
FTC

5%

of Air

Require
Inquiry

December

Dec. 1.— British Board of Trade considers
producers. A.G.V.A. definance
plan to mands
recognition
from theatres.
Dec.
4.—
"Gone
With
the Wind"
be
shown at advanced prices
at leasttountil
1941. Film Exchange Employes Union
asks 25 per cent increase.
Dec. 5.— No cancellation on M-G-M product
in Canada. "Letty Lynton" case goes to
U. S. Supreme Court.
Dec. 6.— Three International unions get 10
Paramount inper centcreases adwage
budgetboosts.
by $500,000.
Dec. 7.— Studio wage increases subject to
arbitration in February. Harry H.
Thomas joins Monogram.
Dec. 8.— Nicholas M. Schenck opposes moving production East. Wichita, Kan., sets
up trade practice code.
Dec.
per 11—
centRKO
rentaltoandsellas "Pinnochio"
single bill. at
S. R.50
Kent says production costs must be readjusted.
Dec.
12. — Paramount
to drop
"B" films
season.
Speedy action
on Neely
Bill next
seen
in
next Congress.
Dec. 13.— Atlas Corp. submits $1,500,000
RKO1 underwriting agreement to Federal
Court. Douglas Fairbanks, Sr., dies.
Dec. 14. — Studio wage increase means $200,000 in back pay. Coast authorities refuse
to arrest William Bioff.
Dec. 15. — Agreement
start Government anti-trust reached
suit notto earlier
than
May 1. James R. Roosevelt resigns from
Samuel Goldwyn Productions to form own
company.
Dec. 18. — S.E.C. approves Atlas Corp. underwriting plan for RKO. Warners abandon "B" pictures.
Dec. 19.— "Gone With the Wind" gets
double premiere on Broadway. Samuel
Goldwyn quits U.A.; David O. Selznick
stays
Dec.
20. —"indefinitely."
U.A. will contest Samuel Goldwyn's effort to quit company, Maurice
Silverstone
says. Loew's profit $9,841,530
for fiscal year.
Dec. 21. — Thurman Arnold denies reported
compromise
on * Government
anti-trust
suit. Judge Bondy
approves RKO
stock

Dec.
Rooney named the outplan.22. — Mickey
standing money-making star of 1939 in
Fame-Motion Picture Herald poll. Companies give Christmas bonuses.
Nov. 8. — Studio unions vote against giving
up 10 per cent increase. Product short- Dec. 26. — Mayor LaGuardia urged to ask
age worries English exhibitors.
for R.F.C. funds to finance Eastern production. RKO offers new stock to
Nov. 9. — Television ready to go commercial,
creditors.
says Alfred H. Morton. Darryl Zanuck
says films and radio are mutually ad- Dec. 27. — Congressman Dies to reveal Comvantageous.
munist aid in Hollywood. Defendants attack U. S. tactics in anti-trust suit.
Nov.
10. — Paramount's
nine
months
estimated as earnings
$2,840,000.forStrike
Broadway
houses have big Christmas
weekend.
called, then rescinded at Selznick studio.
Nov. 13.— TJ. S. companies plan to resume Dec. 28.— N. Y. Film Critics vote "Wutherproduction in England. Film Exchange
ing Heights" best picture of the year.
Employes Union to- ask increases.
Charliein McCarthy
again voted"
radio
Motion Picture
Daily"tops"
poll. in
Nov. 14. — Darryl Zanuck asks extended
playing time for worthwhile films. New Dec. 29. — Federal statutory court voids antiYork executives see small possibility of
Ascap law in Nebraska. George Formby
Eastern production.
heads first 10 British players in Motion
Picture Herald poll. Harry Edington
Nov. 15. — Arbitration board grants 10 per
cent increase to operators employed by
named RKO executive producer.'
I.T.O.A. members. F.C.C. committee recommends restricted commercial television.
Nov. 16. — Twenty-one studio unions threaten strike if 10 per cent increase is refused.
British quotas remain until March.
Goldwyn
Silent On
Nov. 17. — Showdown on whole wage issue in
Hollywood is seen. Film exports in nine
months drop to 27,000,000 feet.
Next Legal Move
(Continued from page 1)
Nov. 20.— Studio strike looms due to wage
deadlock. Joseph R. Vogel named to
Loew board.
it is unlikely that Steuer will begin
Nov.
21. — Hollywood
action
Bankers
to offer strike
cash to
backpostponed.
Eastern a new move without first consulting
production.
Goldwyn, particularly in view of the
Nov. 22. — Admission scales throughout the fact that it may take at least six
country remain on even keel. I.A.T.S.E.
to attempt to take over unaffiliated crafts. months to get an initial decision in
Nov. 24.— Britain to allow 50 per cent cash a new legal action and that it is
withdrawal. M-G-M to guarantee profits highly improbable that Goldwyn will
on "Gone With the Wind."
Nov. 25.— M-G-M to ask 70 per cent rental withhold his new picture, "The Weston
With theavert
Wind."
erner," from distribution for that
wage"Gone
increases,
strike.Studios grant
of time.
Nov. 28.— Warner Bros, profit $1,740,907 for length
New York film attorneys see no
fiscal year. Wage fight still brews on
Coast.
likelihood of a company other than
Nov.
29. — American
companies'
business
abroad
slumps average
of 30 per
cent. United Artists making a deal for disNew
York
state
censor
rejects
24 films
tribution ofthe picture while the litiin 12 months.
gation is pending. As one attorney
Nov. 30.— Theatres in Canada grossed $33,it, "The company that makes a
625,052 in 1938. Paramount asks two- put
week minimum guarantee on "Gulliver's deal with Goldwyn now may wind
up with a law suit on its hands."
Travels."

Washington, Jan. 1.— C
able radio advertising has b'

^onit to

a point where less than five^T?- cent
invt'< :e>1 <■
all continuities
of was
it
declared byrequire
the Federr^, kCommission in its annual r *\_ to
Congress.
Cooperation of individual broadcasters, networks and transcription
producers, as well as the fear of
prosecution, have resulted in a general
cleaning up of air advertising, the report
indicated.up its activities during the
Summing
fiscal year ended June 30, last, the
commission reported that only 29,143
out of 643,796 commercial continuities
studied necessitated investigation to
determine whether they were false or
misleading, in violation of actions,
stipulations or orders of the commission or a basis for prospective cases
for further action.
A total of 626,293 continuities were
submitted during the year, with a total
of 1,384,448 pages of typewritten
script, of which 860,908 pages were
from individual stations and 523,540
pages from networks.
As a general rule, each station in
the country is called upon four times
a year to submit copies of its advertising continuities, but national and regional networks forward copies of
their commercials weekly and electrical transcription manufacturers submit monthly returns.
Mutual

Net

Revises

Its (Continued
Financial
from pageSet-up
1)
California and the Pacific northwest ;
WAAB,
Boston,
17 other
Colonial stations
in NewandEngland
; CKLW,
Windsor-Detroit; the United Broadcasting Corp. with WHK
and
WCLE, Cleveland, and WHKC, Columbus ;and WKRC, Cincinnati. The
purchase price and the exact proportions of the distribution were not divulged. At present WGN and WOR
own the stock.
The board of directors will be enlarged to give the new stockholders
representation. A final meeting for
the election of these directors and
ratification of the contracts will be
held in Chicago this month. The 57
stations will devote themselves to exclusive participation in the network
except for existing commitments.
Supplementing the board will be an
operating board composed of one
representative from the seven groups
and two or three additional members
selected on a geographical basis from
the other Mutual stations. The operating board will meet twice a year
with Fred Weber, general manager,
for discussion of general operations
and policy.
Variety

Artists

Benefit

Olsen & Johnson, stars of "Hellzapoppin'," will be in charge of entertainment atthe annual benefit performance of the National Variety
Artists to be held at the Alvin on Sunday, Feb. 4. George M. Cohan, as
usual, is chairman. Proceeds will be
used for the welfare fund and to maintain the N.V.A. clubhouse.
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Plan
Is

NEW

for

RKO

Confirmed

YORK,

U.A.Will

U.S.A., WEDNESDAY,

By

Court

Berman
G o 1 d wyn- Warner
Deal

United Artists will contest in the

courts
Samuel
Goldwyn'scontract
right towith
enter into
a distribution
for
Pleas
Cassel, Stirn
Warners for his picture, "The Westerner," Charles Schwartz, United
Review Are Denied
Artists counsel, said yesterday.
Schwartz said that the form which
Washington, Jan. 2. — The U. S. the legal opposition would take could
Supreme Court today refused to re- not be disclosed at this time due to
view two petitions which attacked the the fact that United Artists has no
the plan of reorgani- official information that a distribution
order approving
zation of RKO.
deal has been made by Goldwyn with
The court orders rejecting the ap- another company. Its present information islimited to press reports.
plications ofH. Cassel & Co., holder
of $217,000 in RKO gold debentures,
"We will look into the matter,"
and Ernest W. Stirn, Class A stock- Schwartz said, "and if the press
holder, serve as a confirmation of statements are substantiated, we will
exclusive distribution conJudge William Bondy's defend tractour
Federalsubsequently
with Goldwyn with every legal
order,
affirmed by the
U. S. Circuit Court, which upheld means at our command. Our posithe plan.
tion has not changed. We intend to
The Supreme Court order, as is hold him to his contract with us."
The Warner studio succinctly anusual in applications to review, gave
no reasons for its denial. The full
nounced late Monday that : "Negotiations have been completed with
court with the exception of Associate Justice Douglas participated in the Samuel Goldwyn for the distribudecision.
tion of 'The Westerner,' starring
The long-awaited ruling will act as Gary Cooper and directed by William
a full-speed-ahead signal to bring
Studio officials refused to comment
RKO out of reorganization proceed- further on the closing of the deal, as
ings, amember of Simpson, Thacher did
Wyler."
Goldwyn.
& Bartlett, attorneys for the Atlas
Max D. Steuer, Goldwyn's New
Corp., proponent of the plan, stated. York
attorney, likewise maintained
Necessary preliminary steps before his silence. United Artists officials
this goal can be reached, he said,
referred inquiries to the company's
(Continued on page 1 1 )
attorneys.
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Praised

RKO,

By Louis Mayer
Hollywood, Jan. 2.— Louis
B. Mayer today lauded Pandro S. Berman, newest member of the M-G-M executive
personnel, as "one of the
most outstanding young producers in the industry today."
Mayer said Berman would
report for active duty as
soon as he finishes his current vacation.
Berman, who left RKO Dec.
15, was represented in the
M-G-M deal by the William
Morris Agency.

Metro

Orders

Reserved
For

Seat

All 'Wind'

Night
Sale
Dates

Reserved seat admissions will prevail for all "Gone With the Wind"
evening shows during engagements
which will open from now on. This
has been decided by the M-G-M distribution department as a result of
tests with reserved and unreserved adtive cities.mission policies in seven representa-

During the first week of the run at
the Capitol it was found that the
large crowds at the theatre led many
persons to believe that no seats were
available at night and that this disUnofficial conjecture held that
alarger attendance. M-G-M
United Artists would seek an injunc- executivescouragedbelieve
that the reservedtion to restrain Goldwyn from de- seat policy will obviate this sort of
(Continued on page 11)
(Continued on page 2)

Legislature

, Jan. 2. — New York's
Albany
present
legislative session, which gets
underway tomorrow with Governor
Lehman's annual message, _ will consider many measures of interest to
the film industry, but none will have
as far-reaching consequences as agitation for a two per cent sales tax.
Despite the necessity for adoption of
an enabling act to govern pari-mutuel betting as approved last November, agitation for repeal of the
cigarette tax, renewal of the drive
"full crews"
I.A.T.S.E.'s
to putandacross
bill
a score
of other important
legislative bits favored or opposed by
exhibitors and distributors alike, the
urgent need of upstate municipalities
for relief funds will be centered on
sales tax proposals.
On the brink of their lawful borrowing power, many upstate cities,
towns and villages believe the sales
tax is their only salvation, while New
York City and in general labor unions
(Continued on page 11)

Holiday

Grosses

Smash

Deal

Year

Broadway

Broadway staged the biggest New
Year's weekend in 10 years over the
holiday, in both first and subsequent
run houses Several house records
toppled. Night clubs, hotels, and the
legitimate stage did a sellout business well ahead of recent years.
The weather during the weekend
was below freezing but it failed to
affect the holiday spirit. Out-of-town
visitors helped swell the totals.
Crowds thronged Times Square in the
customary
New Year's
manner.
All film houses,
with the
exception
of the Astor and the Capitol, where
"Gone With the Wind" is being
shown, played extra shows. The
Rivoli and the Rialto were open all
night.
At the Paramount and the

'IP

Sign

With

Ad

Accessories
Becomes Effective Feb. 1;
Trailers Included
Deals for distribution by Advertising Accessories, Inc., of all RKO and
Universal accessories have been closed,
Charles Casanave, vice-president and
general manager of the new National
Screen Service subsidiary, stated
yesterday.
The deals follow closely upon the
one closed with Paramount last
week, and additional deals are being
discussed with other major distributors, Casanave said. Like the Paramount deal, the RKO and Universal
arrangements will become effective
Feb. 1 and also include distribution of
the trailers of all three companies.
The inauguration of this new method of marketing all display advertising on major company product marks
the beginning of a new phase in theatre advertising, Casanave asserted. It
is the first time that large distributors
have authorized the sale and distribution of their ad accessories by an organization other than their own.
Advertising Accessories will establish offices in 31 exchange centers
throughout the country. It has its
own offices now in 23 cities and will
rent space in Paramount exchanges in
Albany, Buffalo, New Haven, Pittsburgh, Cincinnati, Indianapolis, Milwaukee, Salt Lake City and Portland, Ore. The last named office may
be consolidated later with a Seattle
branch, it was said.
The accessories handled by the new
(Continued on page 11)
Fox

10-

CENTS

Contest

'Westerner'
High

JANUARY

Pushes

Film

Mark

Roxy, higher prices were charged for
the midnight shows.
The Sunday business broke all-time
house records at both the Music Hall
and the Roxy. In addition, the weekend record at the Roxy was also
broken. At the Music Hall, "The
Hunchback of Notre Dame," with a
stage show, which did not open until
Saturday, drew an estimated $61,000
for the weekend, with an estimated
$25,000 on Sunday. The previous
house record was $23,000 set in 1936
with "Follow the Fleet" on Washington's Birthday.
The Roxy played to 89,207 persons
over the weekend with "Swanee
River" and
a stageon show
(Continued
page 6)as the at-

Work

in England

Hollywood, Jan. 2. — In spite of the
war, 20th Century-Fox will continue
production of pictures in England, according to Robert Kane, in charge of
company's production activities in
England, who arrived today in Hollywood from New York.
"War conditions naturally have restricted our activities in England to
some extent, but the British government has cooperated splendidly to
keep the industry going," said Kane.
"As matter of fact we have missed
only three days of shooting since the
outbreak
of the war
wasn't
due
to hostilities
but and
to a that
suspension
made necessary when we moved our
(Continued on page 6)
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(Continued from page 1)
situation as well as eliminate the long
waiting for seats.
Regular runs of the picture have
heen set in 36 cities, following the preliminary engagements in seven cities
now under way. Of these, 31 comprise Loew circuit theatres.
Warners have set the picture dayand-date in two theatres in Philadelphia. The premiere will be held the
night of Jan. 18 at the Boyd, with
two reserved seat shows thereafter.
The Earl will open the film Jan. 19
on a continuous run policy of three
shows a day, starting at 10 A. M.
Prices will be advanced over regular scales.
The other engagements will be
three-a-day continuous, at a night top
of $1.10 with $1.65 for loges.
Four opening's are scheduled for
Jan. 25 as follows : Capitol, Wilkes
Barre, Pa. ; Comerford, Scranton,
Pa. ; Strand, Binghamton, N. Y. ;
Great Lakes, Buffalo. The Cataract,
Niagara Falls, N. Y., will open the
picture Jan. 26.
Loew circuit engagements are dated
as follows :

4

Purely

Personal

WarELD,publici
EINFand
S • CHAR
ty
advertising
ners LES
director, is due from the studio early
next week.
•
William F. Rodgers, Tom Connors, William Orr, John Hicks,
Russell Holman, Toby Gruen and
Max A. Cohen at Nick's Hunting
day.
Room in the Astor for lunch yester•
Anita Louise is due today from
the Coast for a broadcast Friday.
After a week here, she will go to
Hartford, Conn., for a personal ap•
pearance.
L. R. Breslin, Jr., Roswell L.
Gilpatric and Thomas A. Halleran
have joined the law firm Cravath,
DeGersdorff, Swaine
a and Wood,
Albert Margolies, publicity manager of United Artists, will fly to
the Coast Friday for conferences on
•
campaigns for forthcoming
pictures."
Henry King, 20th Century-Fox
director, is in Miami Beach for a
few days.
•
Milton Hyams, M-G-M New
Haven salesman, is visiting his daughter in St. Louis.
•

Timothy O'Toole, Columbia New
Haven manager, has left for a short
Jan. 26 — Century, Baltimore ; vacation in the South.
Palace, Washington ; Loew's, Wilmington Warner,
;
Pittsburgh ; State,
Joan Crawford is in town for a
Providence ; State, Syracuse ; Rochesweek.
ter, Rochester ; Loew's, Indianapolis ;
Midland, Kansas City; Loew's, St.
Louis ; Stillman, Cleveland ; State,
Louisville ; State, New Orleans ; Ven- Maclntyre Touring
dome, Nashville ; State, Memphis ;
For Depinet Drive
Yonge St., Toronto.
Herb Maclntyre, captain of the
Feb. 2— State, Norfolk; Loew's, RKO Ned Depinet Drive, left yesterRichmond; Loew's, Akron; Valenday for a rapid in
tourthis
of the
country's
tine, Toledo ; Broad, Columbus ; 38 exchanges
country
and
Loew's in Canton and Dayton ; Ma- Canada. The drive runs from Jan. 27
jestic, Bridgeport; College, New to May 10.
Haven ; Palace, Hartford ; Elm,
Maclntyre will be accompanied by
Worcester ; Poli, Springfield, Mass. ; Walter Branson, Midwestern district
Victory, Evansville.
manager, and Harry Gittleson, editor
Feb. 3— Poli, Waterbury ; Poli, of the company's house organ, who
Meriden.
will get out the paper from the field
during the drive. Branson will visit
"Gone With the Wind" will play
the Fifth Ave. Theatre in Seattle at branches in his territory, with other
district heads visiting their exchanges
a night top of $1.15, which will in- with Maclntyre. The drive captain
clude a five-cent state admission tax.
In Tacoma the picture will probably will complete his tour on Feb. 5 with
meeting at the New York explay the Music Box, according to achange.
John Hamrick, operator of the theatre, who is in town.
Capacity business for second week Election on Jan. 14
runs of "Gone With the Wind" conBy Variety Artists
tinued in all out-of-town houses. In
Boston, where the second week ends
The American Guild of Variety
today at both the State and Orpheum, Artists will elect officers Jan. 14 at
a total of $92,000 is indicated, with the Palm Garden. There will be a
$45,000 at the State, where two shows membership rally Jan. 7 at the same
with reserved seats are played, and
place.
$47,000 for the Orpheum.
Jean Muir is temporary executive
The Grand, in Atlanta, reported secretary, replacing Dorothy Bryant
$25,000 for the second week, on a who resigned over the weekend because of illness. Harry R. Calkins,
two-a-day basis. In Cincinnati, the
Capitol reported $30,000, more than recently named assistant to Mrs.
three times the previous house record. Bryant, also has resigned but the reason was not revealed.
At the Loew's, in Reading, the first
week figure of $18,000 was equaled
Mrs. Hossfeld Dies
during the second stanza. In Harrisburg, the Loew theatre reported $15,Topeka,
Jan. 2. — Mrs. E. Hoss500 for the second week.
feld, mother of Milton Hossfeld of
Based on the first five days, in- New York, film buyer for National
dications are that the film will do Theatres, was buried here yesterday.
$65,000 in Los Angeles with $35,000 She died Sunday night. Hossfeld flew
at the United Artists house, and $30,- here from Los Angeles, where he had
been vacationing.
000 at the Carthay Circle.

► Newsreel

of Reent has
presids,
c EL,
SIEG
arProduction
• publi
MJ.
rived from the studio to confer with
H. J. Yates. He will remain about
two weeks.
•
Albert Lasker, Fred Schwartz,
Arthur Krecke, Sir Cedric Hardwicke, Louis Phillips, Ted O'Shea,
Joe Lee, Harry Buxbaum, Ben Boyar, Arthur Loew, Mort Spring,
John Golden, Constance Collier,
Lee Shubert, John Royal, Morris
Gest and Jimmie Savo lunching at
Sardi's yesterday.
•
H. B. MacKenzie, manager of
Western Electric Co. of Argentina,
has returned to the United States for
an extended vacation. Following a
visit to his home in Evanston, 111.,
he will confer with officials of Erpi
in New York prior to sailing for
Buenos Aires Feb. 15.
•
Herman
Wobber,
general sales
manager of 20th Century-Fox, will
leave San Francisco tomorrow. He
is due in New York this weekend.
•
Mary Hawkins, Republic booker
in Albany, has taken a two-month
leave of absence to drive her ill
mother to the Coast.
•
William Bacher, who produced
the "Swanee River" broadcast over
CBS Friday night, leaves tomorrow
for the Coast.
•
Darryl F. Zanuck is scheduled to
arrive here from the Coast Jan. 18.

Parade

New rtewsreel issues include compilations of the outstanding sports
events of the past year. Reels and
their contents follow.
MOVIETONE NEWS, No. 33— Resume of
outstanding sports events. German
freighter naval
in Panama
r
German
captain.Zone.
DancingFuneral/ei>
on ic
San Francisco. Cavalry maneuvers in
Texas.
Lew Lehr. Fashions.
NEWScelebrants
OF THEon DAY,
No. Al
231—Smith
New
Year's
Broadway.
celebrates birthday. First Social Security
checks mailed. Opera benefit for Finland.
Sports parade of 1939.
PARAMOUNT
NEWS.
No. 36-Social
Security payments mailed. French cadets
graduate. East Side markets open in New
York. New eyeglasses for British soldiers.
Airplane truck tested. Fashions. Skiing.
N ew Year's Eve on Broadway.
RKO PATHE NEWS, No. 4S-War cargo
ready for shipment to Europe. Opera stars
stage Finn relief show. Churches back
Roosevelt's peace move. Graduations at
French academy. Speed production of
1939.
rifles for army. Best sport pictures of
UNIVERSAL
NEWSREEL,
No. 837—
Crew of French destroyer arrives in port.
Mrs. Chamberlain
reviews
Women's toAuxiliary Service. Trucks
for shipment
Europe at Staten Island. Parade for major ette_ in Texas. W. C. Fields plays golf.
Review of sports highlights of 1939.
Protest

Wilmington

Standing Room
Ban
Wilmington, Jan. 2. — The City
Council has under advisement a protest by local theatre managers against
the inclusion in the pending fire prevention ordinance of a provision which
would forbid any standing between the
last row of seats and the foyer wall.
Legion Approves 6
H. S. Schutt, president of the DeOf Seven New Films
partment of Public Safety, wrote the
council
asking that the prohibition
The National Legion of Decency for
the current week has approved five of against standing be retained.
six new films reviewed, two for general patronage and three for adults,
Nu-Color Firm Formed
and classified one as objectionable in
Albany, Jan. 2.— The Nu-Color
part. The
ficationnew
follow : films and their classi- Motion Picture Corp., has been incorporated here, with $99,960 in capClass A-l, Unobjectionable for Genital stock, by Sidney S. Cummins,
eral Patronage — "Parole Fixer," John Finicelli and Rose Chatkin,
"Swanee River." Class A-2, Unob- New York.
jectionable for Adults — "Hunchback of
Notre Dame," "Invisible Stripes," Blumen
thal Joins Hentz
"Untamed." Class B, Objectionable in
Part— "Gone With the Wind."
A. Pam Blumenthal, formerly associated with the business management
Warner Executives
of Warners, has joined the firm of
Hentz & Co., of the New York Stock
On Coast for Parley Exchange. Blumenthal left Ely & Co.
Gradwell L. Sears, Warner gen- for his new affiliation.
eral sales manager ; Joseph BernMOTION PICTURE
hard, general manager of Warner
Theatres and Sam Schneider, home
office executive, have left for HollyDAILY
wood for conferences with H. M.
(Registered U. S. Patent Office)
Warner, Jack L. Warner, Hal B.
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(Continued from page 1)
tractions. The estimated Sunday
gross of $25,000 broke the one-day
record set more than 10 years ago,
while the estimated weekend take of
$53,000 upset the weekend record set
by Both
"Alexander's
Ragtime
Band."
the Astor
and the
Capitol
played to capacity throughout the second week of "Gone With the Wind"
at both houses. At the Capitol, the
holiday week gross was an estimated
$80,000 and at the Astor an estimated
$22,000. Extra shows could not be
added Sunday because of the length
of the film.
"The Light That Failed" at the
Rivoli continued at a fast pace witn
an estimated $22,000 rung up over the
second weekend. Also in its second
week, "Gulliver's Travels" with Glen
Gray's orchestra, drew an estimated
$25,000 at the Paramount over the
weekend and $60,000 for the week.
Because of its strong appeal for children, the film drew more than 13,000
admissions on each of five days during the holiday week.
At the Strand, "Four Wives," in its
second week with Abe Lyman's orchestra on the stage, took an estimated $36,000 for the weekend.
The Globe, with "Big Guy" drew
an estimated $6,500 while the Central,
with "Marshal of Mesa City" and
"North Sea Patrol," attracted an estimated $3,500.
Neighborhood theatres generally reported equally increased business over
the holiday. Along 42nd St., managers said Sunday night business was
"tremendous."
Fox

Pushes
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(Continued from page 1)
studio from Gainsborough to Shepherds Bush.
"A great majority of theatres have
reopened," he added, "but the running hours are still staggered so that
too many people won't be on the
street at once. The greatest hazard
to business are the blackouts. On
moonlit nights business is excellent."
Kane said that the studio has completed its quota pictures up to
March 31, including "King by Night"
with Will Fyffe and "Shipyard
Sally" with Gracie Fields.
Kane is here to confer with Joseph
Schenck, Darryl F. Zanuck and William Goetz. Kane will remain until
Feb. 15.

Work

Review
Slows

"High

School

30

(20//; Century-Fox)
Hollywood, Jan. 2. — A lively story which gives Jane Withers every
opportunity to enact one of her natural and unaffected roles should do
much to put "High School" among her best pictures to date.
Based on an idea by Robert Ellis and Helen Logan, the original
screenplay by Jack Jungmeyer, Jr., Edith Skouras and Harold Tarshis
is unfolded against the background of Thomas Jefferson High School,
in San Antonio, Texas, a widely publicized institution by virtue of its
corps of ROTC boys, girls' lariat groups and the like.
Entering the school as an accomplished and cocky miss from a
ranch, Jane discovers that the ability to get along with her fellow
students is more than a matter of accomplishments or of being the
Principal's niece.
A final plot twist involves a chase in old cars, reminiscent of Keystone days, and just as pleasing to the audience, judging by previewnight reactions.
Joe Brown, Jr., who is featured opposite Miss Withers, bids fair to
establish himself solidly among audiences receptive to a completely
disarming portrayal of youth. Paul Harvey, Lloyd Corrigan, Lynn
Roberts and Cliff Edwards are seen to advantage, also, in the story
directed by George Nicholls, Jr. Sol Wurtzel was executive producer,
with John Stone as associate.
First of a projected series, the picture should create a demand for a
continuing supply of more of the same.
Walter

Running time, 75 minutes. "G."*
'G" denotes general classification.
Northwest

Gross

Says Hamrick
Up, business
Theatre
in the Pacific
Northwest has been on the upgrade
in the last four months, according
to John Hamrick, general manager
of the Hamrick circuit in Seattle,
Portland and Tacoma.
Hamrick said that for a long time
labor controversies in Seattle held
grosses down, but the increase in employment at airplane plants and other
industries has helped business materially of late.
Hamrick is conferring with Spyros
Skouras, head of National Theatres.
In Seattle and Portland his theatres
are part of National Theatres' Evergreen division.
He will be here two weeks and then
vacation in Florida and Palm Springs.
Mrs. Hamrick is accompanying him.
Midwest Buys Theatre
Cincinnati, Jan. 2. — RKO Midwest Corp., which 20 years ago leased
the 1,400-seat- Lyric, and the building
containing storerooms and offices, with
privilege of purchase at $680,000, and
amortized the purchase price through
annual rentals on which four and
three-quarter per cent interest was
paid, has made the final payment of
§100,000, and acquired outright title
to the property.

Graham, Hicks Confer
Robert L. Graham has arrived
from Ancon, Canal Zone, where he
Seek Fair Film Exhibit
has been Paramount manager, to conSan Francisco, Jan. 2. — A drive
fer with John W. HiGks, Jr., vicepresident in charge of foreign dis- has been started for a film picture industry exhibit at the 1940 Golden
tribution. He will go from here to
Gate
International
Exposition, to reMexico City as assistant to Arthur
open on Treasure Island May 25 for a
L. Pratchett, Paramount general four-month
run.
manager for Central America.
Telewesco Formed
M-G-M Buys 'Escape'
Hollywood, Jan. 2.— M-G-M has
Albany, Jan. 2. — Telewesco, Inc.,
Port Chester, N. Y., has been char- purchased Ethel Vance's recent novel,
tered, with H. I. Petti john, Hector "Escape," published first as a serial
Vieni and Anna Iahari as directors. in the Saturday Evening Post.

Selden

Down,

Shooting

Hollywood, Jan. 2. — Production
dropped
30 pictures
before the
eras lasttoweek,
as 15 finished
andcamsix
started. Seventeen were being pegpared and 74 were being edited. f \

'- '
COLUMBIA
Finished:
: Little Pepstudios "Five
The tally— by
pers at Home," "Texas Express."
In Work: "Blondie on a Budget," "Too
Started:
"Passport to Alcatraz."
Many Husbands."
GOLDWYN—
In Work:
"The Westerner."
M-G-M — Finished:
"Broadway
Melody of
1940," "Young Tom Edison," "Arouse and
In"New
Work:
"Strange
"Florian,"
Moon,"
"I TakeCargo,"
This Woman."
Started: "40 Little Mothers."
MONOGRAM — Finished: "Chasing
Trouble,"
Beware." "Pioneer Days."
PARAMOUNT— Finished: "Safari," "Golden Gloves," "Hold Your Horses."
In
Work: "Down PICTURES
Went McGinty."
PRODUCERS
— Finished:
"Swift Justice," "Sagebrush Family Rides
RKO—
In "Little
Work: Orvie,"
"The "Millionaire
Primrose Path,"
"Irene,"
Playboy," Bill of Divorcement," "My Favorite
REPUBLIC — Finished: "Village Barn
In Work: "The Dark Command."
EDWARD SMALL — In Work: "My Son,

20TH CENTURY-FOX— In Work: "Dance
with
the Devil," "Hotel for Women No.
Dance."
2,"
"I Was An Adventuress."
at $9,500
Started: "Cisco Kid No. 2."
UNIVERSAL
— Finished: "The Devil Is
Wife."
In Oklahoma
City
My Son.""Rigadoon."
Yellow,"
In Work: On."
"My Little Chickadee."
Happened in Kaloha," "Black
Oklahoma City, Jan. 2. — "Judge Started: "It
Hardy and Son" drew $9,500 to lead WARNERS— In Work: "Virginia City,"
"We Shall Meet Again," "It All Came
the town at the Midwest, while "GulTrue," "Married, Pretty and Poor."
Criterion.liver's Travels" took $8,300 at the Started:
Friday." "Three Cheers for the Irish."
Estimated takings for the week ending Dec. 30 :
"Gulliver's Travels" (Para.)
CRITERION — (1,500) (25c-35c-40c) 7 days.
s onim
As 0St.
Slum
o'ps
'Ger
to Loui
Gross: $8,300. (Average, $4,500)
$4,50
"Allegheny Uprising" (RKO)
St. Louis, Jan. 2. — Grosses were off
LIBERTY — (1,200) (15c-20c-25c) 7 days.
Gross: $2,500. (Average. $2,400)
here, but "Geronimo" and "High
School" drew $4,500 at the Missouri.
"Judge Hardy and Son" (M-G-M)
MIDWEST—
(1.500) (25c-35c-40c)
7 days. "Raff
Estimated
for the week endles" (U. takings
Gross:
$9,500. (Average,
$4,000)
A.)
"Ninotchka" (M-G-M)
ing Dec. 28 :
PLAZA— (750) (2Sc-35c-40c) 7 days, 2nd "Dancing Co-Ed" (M-G-M)
week. Gross: $1,300. (Average, $1,100)
LOEWS STATE— (3,162) (25c-40c-55c) 7
"Amazing Mr. Williams" (Col.)
days. Gross: $11,700. (Average. $13,000)
STATE — (1,100) (20c-25c-40c) 7 days. "Everything Happens At Night" (20th-Fox)
Gross: $4,000. (Average, $3,000)
"The Honeymoon's Over" (20th-Fox)
"Joe(M-G-M)
and Ethel Turp Call on the President"
FOX— (5,038) (25c-40c-55c) 7 days. Gross:
$8,500. (Average, $11,000)
TOWER
—
(1,000)
(25c
-35c
-40c)
6
days.
"Charlie
McCarthy,(RKO)
Detective" (Univ.)
Gross: $1,200. (Average, $1,750)
"Flying Deuces"
AMBASSADOR — (3,018) (25c-40c-55c) 7
"Geronimo"
days. Gross:(Para.)
$9,000. (Average, $11,500)
'Gulliver9 Detroit's
"High School" (20th-Fox)
MISSOURI—
(3,514) (25c-40c-55c)
7 days.
Leader at $12,000 Gross:
$4,500. (Average,
$4,000)
Detroit, Jan. 2.— A special Christmas showing helped
of "Gulliver's
Travels" 'Gulliver' at $6,
for children
the Michigan
500
to
reach $12,000.
Estimated takings for the week endBest in New Haven
ing Dec. 29:
"Tower of London" (Univ.)
New Haven,
Jan. 2.—Spy"
"Gulliver's
Travels"
and "Television
at the
"The Amazing Mr. Williams" (Col.)
ADAMS— (1,700) (15c-40c) 7 days. Gross: Paramount was the only bill to gross
$4,900. (Average, $5,000)
over average, with $6,500.
"Babes in Arms" (MGM)
Estimated takings for the week end"Rulers of the Sea" (Para.)
ing Dec. 28:
FISHER—
(2,700)
(15c-5;C)
7
days.
Gross:
$4,800. (Average, $5,000)
"The Amazing Mr. Williams" (Col.)
"Everything Happens At Night" (ZOth-Fox) "Pack Up Your Troubles" (20th-Fox)
COLLEGE
(1,499) $2,700)
(2Sc-35c) 7 days.
"Charlie McCarthy, Detective"
(Univ.)
Gross:
$2,000. —(Average,
FOX-(5,000)
$12,000.
(Average,(20c-55c)
$12,000) 7 davs. Gross: "Judge Hardy and Son" (M-G-M)
"Gulliver's Travels" (Para.)
"City
in Darkness"
(20th-Fox)
LOEW-PO
LI— (3,040)
(35c-50c) 7 days.
"The Secret of Dr. Kildare" (M-G-M)
Gross:
$7,500.
(Average,
$8,000)
MICHIGAN
—
(4,000)
(15c-65c)
7
days.
"Gulliver'
s
Travels"
(Para.)
Gross: $12,000. (Average, $10,000)
"Television Spy" (Para.)
''Dead End Kids on Dress Parade" (W. B.)
PARAMOUNT— (2,348) (35c-50c) 7 days
The
Cat and the Canary" (Para.)
$6,500. (Average, $4,000)
Gross:
PALMS—
(3,000)
(15c50c)
7
days.
Gross:
"The
Darknt"Angel"
"Waterfro
Si 900. (Average, $5,000)
(W. B.)(U. A.)
"Ju-te" Hardy and Son" (M-G-M)
ROGER SHERMAN-(2,348) (35c-50c) 4
UNITED ARTISTS— (2,000) (15c -40c) 7
days. Gross: $1,300. (Average, $5,000)
days. Gross: $9,000. (Average, $10,000)
'Hardy'
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Shift Carolina Managers
Raleigh, N. C, Jan. 2.— W. G.
Enloe, city manager for North Carolina Theatres, Inc., has changed managers at three local houses. C. B.
Rosson, manager of the State, has
been transferred to the Carolina at
Asheboro; N. H. Hicks, Capitol,to sucfill
ceeds Rosson at the State;
Hicks' place, G. H. Sturm is being
shifted from the Palace to the Capitol, which leaves a vacancy yet to be
filled at the Palace.
Georgia House Opens
Marietta, Ga., Jan. 2. — The Cobb,
Marietta's newest house, seating 500,
has opened. It was erected by Manning & Wink, operators of the Strand,
the city's other theatre.
Build Arkansas House

This town's
2. — erected
Jan.
Ark., is
Plippin,
first
film theatre
being
here
by W. N. Christian. The structure,
located across from the Courthouse,
will be of native stone and stucco.
Manages Pittsburgh Rex
Pittsburgh, Jan. 2. — John J. Howley has been appointed manager of
the Rex, formerly the Strand. He
was with the Harris Amusement Co.
Finish Little Rock House
Little Rock, Ark., Jan. 2. — Construction work on the new Rex has
been completed. The structure was
designed by C. C. Mundo, manager of
the theatre.
Manager in Milwaukee
Milwaukee, Jan. 2.— Francis Miller has been named house manager
at the Riverside here, succeeding
Charles Clark. Miller has been chief
of service for the past several years.
Wuerz Palace Manager
Milwaukee, Jan. 2. — Charles
Wuerz is the new manager at Fox's
Palace, succeeding Jack Richards.
Reverts to Second Runs
Pittsburgh, Jan. 2.— The Harris
Fami-ly theatre in the East End neighborhood,' has reverted to second run
double features, after a brief trial
period as a newsreel house.
Chicago Telenews Opens
Chicago, Jan. 2.— The Telenews,
Chicago's first strictly newsreel theatre, has opened. The new house
which seats 600, has a main floor
seating capacity of 400 and a balcony
seating of 200.
Open in Marshall, N. C.
Marshall, N. C, Jan. 2— The
new State has been opened here. It
is owned and operated by Cherokee
Amusements, Inc., of Erwin, Tenn.
W. H. Parrott is president and Earle
Hendren, secretary-treasurer.

"GONE WITH THE WIND"
A sincere effort has been made to translate faithfully Margaret
Mitchell's comprehensive word picture of the passing of the old
South. The screen adaptation is exceptional and noteworthy entertainment, but it lacks the full power of the novel to impress beholders
with the significance of the tragic collapse of the social order {Cincinnati Enquirer). In its length alone, "Gone With the Wind" is
the most imposing spectacle ever to reach the screen. It is magnificent, too, in its superb color, in its scrupulous details, in its scope,
in its technical virtuosity, in its sheer extravagance. As to Margaret
Mitchell's story, I don't know if that has been told so well. . . . The
film is dominated by Vivien Leigh {Cincinnati Time-Star) . The
audience filed out, the richer by an experience unique in the annals
of the motion picture. Never before had they seen a film of such
dimensions.
Almost
fanatically. . faithful
novel insofar . as. .story
is concerned.
. Visuallyto itMargaret
is a treat. Mitchell's
. . . One
carries away from the picture a rich store of unforgettable images
{Cincinnati Post).
"THE HUNCHBACK OF NOTRE DAME"
The Laughton study is one of his more striking portraits. ... It
is so striking that it will probably leave its mark on a whole filmgoing generation simply by frightening them half, or even two-thirds
to death {Boston Evening Transcript). A gruesome horror film.
. . . Charles Laughton ... a makeup which probably will go down
in the annals as the most horrendous of all times. . . . Produced with
a lavish hand {Boston Traveler). Charles Laughton's is a horrific,
and at times moving representation, but by no means the perfect
achievement which was the late Lon Chaney's {Chicago Tribune.)
The horror-shocker of them all is "The Hunchback of Notre Dame."
. . . Charles Laughton is frightening and grotesque. . . . Has been
given an incredibly spectacular mounting {Boston Post). Here's a
bang-up piece of movie entertainment. ... Its romantic scenes have
umph and its horror scenes have wow. . . . Carried away by the
excitement and suspense {Kansas City Star).
"GULLIVER'S

TRAVELS"

A thoroughly pleasing show is "Gulliver's Travels." . . . Max and
Dave Fleischer have produced a picture with many novel twists.
. . . Entertaining for adults as well as children {Kansas City Journal). A fairy tale come to life and it's a lot of fun. ... A bangup color production. . . . Some of the artistic compositions are startling and delightful {Kansas City Star). The Fleischer production
stands on its own footage as a diverting enough film for adults and
a top-flight-of-fancy for youngsters (Newszveek) . It was a noble
effort, but in craftmanship, color, delicacy of treatment and invention,
"Gulliver's Travels" falls considerably short of "Snow White," although reminiscent of it {Time). A full-length cartoon for which
the younger patrons ought to be properly grateful. . . . An hour
and a half of bright colors, broad humor and tuneful music {Boston
Evening Transcript) . An admirable color feature length cartoon. . . .
An excellent piece of work and extremely funny at its best. . . .
Children will enjoy it whole heartedly, and adults will enjoy themselves also (Boston Herald). A Christmas present for the younger
generation, but it will also prove a delight to fond aunts, uncles and
grandfathers. . . . Ingenious, tuneful and full of fun. ... 75 minutes of
delightful whimsy (Boston Daily Globe). Should be much more entertaining tochildren than the Disney classic, which primarily was
for adults. . . . Great ingenuity is displayed (Boston Traveler) .
A grand Christmas present for the children, a picture book come
to life. . . . Plenty of chuckles for the grownups (Boston Post).
Jonathan Swift's 200-year-old classic, "Gulliver's Travels," given a
shot in the arm by the ingenious Max Fleischer, will pop out your
eyes and warm your heart. You'll dote on this fairy tale in color
which combines fantasy and satire in such infectious blend (Boston
Evening American) .
"THE EARL OF CHICAGO"
Montgomery has plunged into the very depths of character melodrama . . . his portrait as the Earl of Chicago emerges as something
that will cling in your mind long after his drawing-room roles have
been forgotten. . . . Too many distracting points of incidental interest
(Hollywood Citizen-News) . Montgomery's interest in psychological
studies led him slightly astray . . . the motive of the screen version
is frequently obscured. . . . The character as a whole (Montgomery's)
never seems genuine (Los Angeles Daily Nezvs). Montgomery's is a
swell job . . . Direction is good, but uneven. . . .An unexpected treat.
It
should
interest the average fan as well as the esthete (L. A.
Times)
.

Loew-Poli Staff Changes
Reopen House in Iowa
New Haven, Jan. 2. — Harry F. now assistant at the Palace, Hartford,
Shaw, Loew-Poli division manager, succeeding John Feshler, resigned ;
Audubon, la., Jan. 2. — Floyd
has made the following theatre staff
promotions: William Scanlon, assist- Charles Guadino, assistant at the Col- Thompson, who recently closed the
lege here, new assistant at the Poli, Broadway for remodeling, has reant at the Loew-Poli here, named
assistant at the Palace, Meriden ; New Haven ; Harold Alpert, chief of
opened it as the Rose. The seating
Sidney Klepper, formerly at Meriden, I service at the College, now assistant. capacity has been increased to 400.

Denver
With

Is

Lead

$12,500

2. — "Gulliver's
ran up a
the Denham
Travels"
Denver,at Jan.
powerful $12,500. "Judge Hardy and
Son" and "Mexican Spitfire" at the
00.
$12,0
Orpheum
Estimatedtook
takings
for the
week t\a ^J
ing Dec. 27:
"Housekeeper's Daughter" (U. A.)
ALADDIN—
days. 2nd
week.
Gross: (1,400)
$2,500. (25c-40c)
(Average,7 $3,500)
"Another Thin Man" (M-G-M)
"Secret
of Dr. Kildare"
(M-G-M)
BROADWAY—
(1,040) (25c-35c-40c)
7 days,
3rd week. Gross: $2,000. (Average, $2,500)
"Gulliver's Travels" (Para.)
DENHAM— (1,750) (25c-35c-40c) 7 days.
Gross: $12,500. (Average, $6,500)
"Everything Happens at Night" (20th-Fox)
DENVER— (2,525) (25c-35c-40c) 7 days.
Gross: $7,000. (Average, $9,000)
"Judge Hardy
and (RKO)
Son" (M-G-M)
"Mexican
Spitfire"
ORPHEUM—
(2,600) (25c-35c-40c)
7 days.
Gross:
$12,000. (Average,
$9,000).
"Mutiny in the Big House" (Mono.)
"Blondie Brings Up Baby" (Col.)
PARAMOUNT— (2,200) (25c-40c) 7 days.
Gross: $2,500. (Average, $3,500)
"Private
Lives of Elisabeth and Essex"
(U.A.)
"Smashing the Money Ring" (F. N.)
RIALTO
— (878) (25c-40c)
7 days. "Elizabeth and Essex",
(Average,
$1,750) 3rd week. Gross: $1,400.
'That's

Right'

Pulls

$25,000, Pittsburgh
Pittsburgh, Jan. 2.— Kay Kyser
pulled $25,000 at the Stanley with
"That's Right, You're Wrong."
Estimated takings for the week ending Dec. 28 :
"Shipyard Sally" (20th- Fox)
"Too Busy to Work" (20th-Fox)
ALVIN — (1,900) (25c-35c-50c). 3 days.
Gross: $2,500. (Average, 7 days, $7,500)
"Daytime Wife" (20th-Fox)
FULTON — (1,700) (25c-40c), 7 days.
Gross: $6,500. (Average, $5,000)
"Gulliver's Travels" (Para.)
LOEWS
(25c-35c-50c),
days.
Gross:PENN—
$15,000. (3,600)
(Average,
$13,000) 7
"Destry Rides Again" (Univ.)
SENATOR— (1,800) (25c-35c-50c) 11 days,
2nd week. Gross: $4,400. (Average, 7 days,
$3,800)
"That's Right, You're Wrong" (RKO)
STANLEY — (3,600) (25c-40c-60c). On
stage: liams,Martha
Raye, theWences,
JackGross:
Wilthe Lazanders,
Gracellas.
$25,000. (Average, $17,000)
"Joe
and Ethel Turp Call on the President"
(M-G-M)
"The Return of Dr. X" (W.B.)
WARNER — (2,000) (25c-40c) 7 days.
Gross: $5,500. (Average, $5,000)
Ask Libel Suit Dismissal
Application to dismiss the $500,000
libel suit of Donald Besdine against
the Metropolitan Life Insurance Co.,
Bamberger Broadcasting Service,
Inc., Edwin C. Hill, Leroy A. Lincoln and Wodaam Corp. was filed in
the N. Y. Supreme Court yesterday.
Dismissal of the suit, which also
claims conspiracy to force the plaintiff out of business, is requested for
failure to state a cause of action.
Montague to Testify
Boston, Jan. 2. — Abe Montague,
general sales manager for Columbia,
will testify tomorrow morning in the
Morse & Rothenberg anti-trust action
against the major companies. Moe
Streimer, United Artists New York
branch manager, completed his testimony today and was followed by Seymour Schussel, New York salesman
for Columbia.
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'39 Billings Up 14%,
Set Mutual Record

Gross billings for 1939 rose to $3,329,782 for the Mutual network, an
increase of 14 per cent over the 1938
figure of $2,920,324. The 1939 gross
Court
was
the largest in Mutual's history.
By High
In December, billings totaled $317,699 as compared with $337,369, a
(Continued from page 1)
drop of 5.8 per cent.
were a complete transfer of assets to
Cooperative shows produced a gross
the new company, payment of allow- revenue of $402,043 during the year.
_)L.)es and issuance of securities.
Among the agencies, Ivey & Ellington
r-w>/he decision also removes any ques- gave Mutual the largest amount of
tion as to the execution of the agreement under which Atlas underwrites business, a total of $521,614. The
500,000 shares of new RKO common other leading agencies were :
Ruthrauf & Ryan, $420,016; R. H.
stock. The agreement, as offered by
Atlas, stipulated that a decision of Alber Co., $304,651; Erwin, Wasey
the Supreme Court granting a re- & Co., $228,265; B. B. D. & O.,
view of the plan would give Atlas $224,405; Biow Co., $157,036; Critchfield, $132,460; Young & Rubicam,
the right to withdraw.
Cassel had attacked the plan with $113,008; Grady & Wagner, $102,the contention that it did not ade- 576 ; and Kelly, Stuhlman & Zahrndt,
quately compensate debenture holders $99,565.
for their loss of security and preferred creditor status. Stirn claimed
that the 1931 charter amendments of Small Brokers Still
the company were invalid and that
Defy Tickets Code
certain compromises of claims were
The deadline set by the League of
improper. On appeal to the Circuit
Court his principal attack was di- New York Theatres for the signing
rected against Atlas participation.
of the ticket code by the smaller brokers passed yesterday without any
change of attitude by either side.
Trade Watches Bills
Gustave A. Gerber, attorney for Associated Theatre Ticket Agencies, declared that "We haven't been hurt
In State Legislature yet" but indicated that legal action
would be brought to restrain enforce(Continued from page 1)
ment of the code as soon as the presthroughout the state are vigorously
ent supply of tickets was exhausted.
opposed to its imposition.
Most of the brokers, who receive
An eleventh hour drive for a sales their allotments in advance, have a
tax in 1939 failed because the Re- supply for the next 10 days. Six
publican majority in the Senate could brokers, including the three largest
not whip the necessary 26 votes into agencies, have accepted the code.
line for Senator Martin's measure.
Upstate mayors and town officials
have already prepared their sales tax
demands for the 1940 session begin- TBS Delays Start
ning today and at least a 50-50
For 30 More Days
chance of passage is accorded exTranscontinental
yesterday set out
ponents.
to obtain the business which would
Theatres, of course, are hopeful of
the network to start operations
excluding admissions from any sales permit
on Feb. 1.
tax scale, but would have scant
TBS, which was originally schedchance of so escaping from a broaduled to start Jan. 1, was compelled to
based levy of this nature.
Next in importance is an effort to postpone the opening when Blackettlegalize bingo and bank nights. The Sample-Hummert declined to place
New York State Council of Churches the accounts of American Home
has announced its intention to fight Products and Sterling Products. Network officials asserted that B-S-H had
any further attacks on the state's made definite commitments to place
anti-gambling statute.
Along the line of gambling will be the show, while the agency declared
was not placed beincluded the legalization of pari-mu- that thecause business
it contended that TBS had
tuel horse race betting to effectuate
failed to offer sufficient evidence of
the 2-1 vote given the amendment by
the voters last November. Since the its financial stability.
margin was so decisive, there is no
question but what the enabling act
Fights
will be adopted, but the fight is ex- Assessment
pected to circle about exhibitors'
By 20th-Fox, Roxy
efforts to keep race track admission
Twentieth Century-Fox and the
prices up above a dollar to offset
threatened betting competition with Roxy Theatre, in separate N. Y. Supreme Court actions, yesterday took
the theatre. Senator John J. Dunnisteps to obtain reductions of 1938 tax
gan and other pari-mutuel advocates assessments.
are expected to fall in line with this
theory. Theatre chains and MPTOA
Application was filed by Fox for
members, particularly in Western an order directing the City Tax Commission to file a return to a suit by
New York, will make a strong fight
against more race tracks in the state. the company for a reduction of $115,Assemblyman Robert Crews will 000 on 1938 assessments. Taxes affect a warehouse and two buildings
re-introduce the I.A.T.S.E. "full
crews" measure. Such controversial owned by the company in New York.
issues as a raise on footage, tax on
The City Tax Commission was diadmissions, billboard tear-downs and
rected by Supreme Court Justice McLaughlin to file a return by Feb. 13
theatre employment agencies will
again recur, with both the Federation to Roxy's application for $995,000 assessment reduction on 1938 taxes.
of Labor and CIO groups favoring
a change in the employment agency Failure to do so will result in constatute.
tempt proceedings, the order provided.
Is
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(Continued from page 1)
livering the picture to Warners. Industry attorneys pointed out that this
would involve a legal test of the Goldwyn contract with United Artists,
which was the objective of the Goldwyn action dismissed by the Wilmington Federal court last week.
United Artists denied reports that
Goldwyn had been given a release
from his contract or that the producer's one-fifth stock interest in
United Artists had been turned in to
the company.
United Artists officials are on record as having stated that they would
a release if he relingive Goldwyn
quished his stock in the company, for
which, they said, he paid nothing.
Goldwyn is scheduled to arrive in
New York from the Coast on Saturday to receive the award of the New
York Film Critics who recently voted
his "Wuthering Heights" the best
picture of the year. The award will
be
at the Rainbow Room
on presented
Sunday.
Equity Postpones
Television Action
Action by Actors Equity on television wage scales was postponed until
next
at ofyesterday's
meetingweek
because
the failure council
of the

Accessories
(Continued from page 1)
distributor will be rented. All material must be returned by the exhibitor and no article will be sold,
Casanave said. He said that rates to
be
be "very them
moderate,"
butcharged
declinedwould
to compare
with
current accessories' costs due to the
fact that much of the material now
is being sold outright, thus affording
no accurate basis for comparison.
Exclusive Distribution
Contracts with the distributors give
Advertising Accessories exclusive distribution rights to the entire display
ad material of the companies. These
include all standard accessories in the
poster, card and ad mat lines. In addition, the same organization will be
able to supply exhibitors with all of
the special accessories now being distributed by National Screen Accessories.
With the inception of the deals on
Feb. 1 Advertising Accessories will
take over all of the regular size paper
now on hand in the exchanges of the
three companies with whom it has
closed and begin handling that material.

Gigantic Artists Staff
The new company, as it did in the
American Federation of Radio Art- case of Paramount, will absorb as
ists to send a committee to discuss many of the employes of the RKO
the issue.
and Universal accessories departments
The council asked A.F.R.A. to and the distributors themselves will
send Emily Holt, executive secretary, absorb others, it was said.
Advertising Accessories eventually
and George Heller, New York executive secretary, next week if A.F.R.A. will have one of the largest art staffs
is still unable to assemble a commit- in the commercial world, Casanave
tee. Discussion among Equity mem- declared. He emphasized that adverbers yesterday centered around the
tising heads of the individual comneed
panies would continue to originate the
NBC. for immediate negotiations with
ideas for the display ads and will
Philip Loeb, chairman of the com- send their visual sheets to Advertising
mittee which is investigating Equity's
for development and manufacture.
relations with its parent body, Asso- Accessories
ciated Actors and Artistes of AmerIn this way, he pointed out, any
ica, read his report but the contents
were not made public. The report danger of the accessories of all companies becoming standardized will be
concerned itself mainly with the finan- avoided.
cial setup of the 4-A, and was sent
Casanave pointed out that the deafter the meeting to Screen Actors
velopment will be a great convenience
Guild, A.F.R.A. and Chorus Equity. to the exhibitor,
who will be able to
It is believed that the four branches,
large part of his total acwhich are the heaviest financial con- purchase acessories
needs in a single office, and
tributors to the 4-A, may unite in a that the distributors will benefit by
plan to effect economies.
having their accessories sold by a
sales organization specializing in those
lines alone.
Dismiss Trust Suit
5-Year Campaign Successful
In Florida Court
He said that the deals just closed
Miami, Jan. 2. — The anti-trust suit culminate a five-year effort by Nafiled Jan. 19, 1939, against eight major
tional Screen to establish centralized
companies and two local circuits, distribution of accessories. The new
Paramount Enterprises, Inc., and Woeventually to add exmetco Theatres, Inc., has been dis- company hopes
ploitation novelties and specialties for
missed in Federal Court.
rental to exhibitors,, he said.
Plaintiffs were Washington OperAnnouncement of the new service
ating Co. and Garden Operating Co.,
which operate the Cameo and Surf. has brought instantaneous response
Herman Weingarten, president of both from exhibitor organization leaders
companies, Brooklyn theatre operator throughout the country in wires of
now at Miami Beach, will retire from approval, Casanave said. Among
exhibition in this area.
those commending the innovation
were : Abram F. Myers, chairman,
and H. A. Cole, president of Allied
H off berg Changes Name
States Ass'n. ; Ed Kuykendall, M. P.
J. H. Hoffberg has changed the T. O. A president ; Max Cohen, president of New York Allied ; Harry
name of his company from J. H. HoffBrandt,
I.T.O.A. president, and W. A.
berg
tions,Co.,
Inc. Inc., to Hoffberg ProducSteffes, president of Northwest Allied.
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Loop Houses to Open
Picture on Jan. 25

Chicago, Jan. 3. — Unable to come
to terms with Balaban & Katz on the
first-run Chicago engagements of
"Gone25 With
the Wind,"_
M-G-M
on
Jan.
will open
the picture
in the
& Schaeffer's
Jones,.theLinick
Oriental, and
theatre,
Woods. Essaness
house.
M-G-M had been negotiating a deal
with B. & K. for two Loop theatres
and, later, for three subsequent run
houses in various parts of the city, the
five engagements to run simultaneously. In addition to the 70 per cent
rental asked, inability to get suitable
B. & K. Loop theatres for a double
roadshow handicapped a deal with the
major circuit.
The Woods is a double bill house,
seating about 1,200. Its "Gone With
the Wind" policy will be the same as
at the Astor in New York, two reserved-seat showings daily. The
Oriental, seating 3,200, will have three
performances daily, with the evening
show reserved.
M-G-M yesterday disclosed additional engagements, bringing the total
(Continued on page 4)

'Heights'

Broadcast

On Critics Program
New York film critics played host
to Mayor LaGuardia at the United
Artists projection room yesterday afternoon for a special screening of
"Wuthering Heights," winner of the
1939 Critics' award. The mayor, who
will speak Sunday night on an NBC
broadcast of the awards, had not previously seen the film.
Scenes from the film will be dramatized on the program. Several scenes
from "Mr. Smith Goes to Washington" also may be included. NBC orchestras inNew York and Hollywood
will play hit tunes from films produced during the past year. The remainder of the program will consist
of short speeches.
Tentatively scheduled to be heard
from New York are Mayor LaGuardia, Samuel Goldwyn, producer of
"Wuthering Heights," and Kate Cameron, president of the New York Film
Critics.
Those scheduled to be heard from
(Continued on page 2)

YORK,

U.S.A., THURSDAY,

JANUARY

British
Suit Today to Attack
Theatre Ticket Code
Members of the Associated
Theatre Ticket Agencies voted last night to bring suit to
restrain the enforcement of
the League of New York Theatres ticket code.
Gustave A. Gerber, A.T.T.A.
attorney, declared after the
meeting that the suit would
be brought today in N. Y.
Supreme Court for "restraint
of trade and conspiracy."

Ready
With

Government
to Aid
Cash

TEN

4, 1940

Trade

UA

Deal

CENTS

Releasing
Obtained

Proposal

London, Jan. 3. — Realizing that the
British film industry faces a serious
Roosevelt
By
situation unless it receives early financial support, the Government intends Silverstone Hails Move;
to come to its rescue by promoting a
'The Bat' First Film
financial plan, as yet undesigned, Parliamentary circles believe.
The Films Council will meet toJames Roosevelt yesterday signed
morrow to study the practicability of a long term, exclusive distribution
the production financing.
contract with United Artists for sales
and distribution
However, as yet the method of supCombat
Neely Bill,
of all pictures
plying the funds is undetermined. The
indifference of the financial district of
made by his newProductions,
Inc.,
400 Urged at Rally London to lending money for films inly formed Globe
dicates the need either of a GovernAbout 400 persons were urged to
of which he is
ment subsidy or a guarantee of priact for the defeat of the Neely bill at
vate
loans
by
the
Government.
The
a mass meeting sponsored by the New latter is considered more probable.
president.
York I.T.O.A. yesterday at the Hotel
R o first
o s proe velt's
Labor
unions
are
insisting
that
the
Astor. Harry Brandt, president of the
will be
"The Bat,"ductionrights
quota provisions of the Films Act be
I.T.O.A., was the chief speaker.
retained unaltered, although they are
After discussing the bill in detail, understood favorably disposed toward
to which he acBrandt asked those present to register the credit bank idea, if it supplements
quired recently
(Continued
on
page
7)
protests against the measure with thenfrom
PickCongressmen and to solicit support for
ford, Mary
and which
is scheduled to
the campaign among their landlords,
Maurice Silverstone start April 1. He
bankers, employees, equipment firms
and others with whom exhibitors do U.S. Majors Revive
will make two or
business. Suggestions from the floor
more features a year for United Artwere that telegrams be used for the
ists release under his contract, which
London
Films Soon
is believed to cover a minimum period
remonstrances- and that newspaper
five years.
cooperation be obtained.
Practically all major American pro- of
Production
will
In addition to theatre and film men,
ducing companies will resume British
the gathering included representatives production within the next 30 or 60 be at the Samuel
Goldwyn studios,
of supply companies who were asked days.
to attend the meeting by exhibitors.
M-G-M has prepared plans for the of which Roose- ;|
Before Brandt's discussion, Gilbert production of four multiple quota velt is president.
Josephson, operator of the World The- credit pictures in England.
Roosevelt
" *;,:..
atre, read the Neely bill. Memsigned
recently reas
The first,
bers of the I.T.O.A. board on the dais, scheduled
to "Busman's
start late Holiday,"
this month.is Samuel
vice-president
Goldwynof
in addition to Brandt and Josephson, Ben Goetz, in charge of British production, and Robert Montgomery, who
were David Weinstock, Hyman RachProd., the Gold(Continned on page 4)
(Continued on page 2)
wyn producing
company, after a
year in that post.
H i s affiliation
RKO
Sees Court Rule
Over
with ists
United
comes onArtthe

Years
By Feb. 1 After Seven
RKO stands a good chance of emerging from reorganization by
the end of January, almost seven years to the day since it consented to an application for an equity receivership, Jan. 27, 1933,
according to attorneys
rehabilitation
process. engaged in the final phases of the company's
With the transfer of assets to the new RKO company, expected
late this month or early in February, the company's board and
management will assume operating control free of court and trustee supervision. Irving Trust Co., RKO trustee, however, will be
engaged in winding up details of the reorganization for some time
thereafter.
RKO is expected to show a profit for 1939. Results for the final
quarter will be well in the black and more than compensate for
the $68,070 loss reported for the first six months of the year.
Profit for 1939, however, depends entirely upon the extent of yearend adjustments, not yet determined, and whether or not any
allocation is made to reserve.

wyn's attempts to
terminate his distribution
contract
mes Ro<>s"'elt
Gold- Jii
heels thatof company,
with
marked this week
by his closing of a distribution contract with Warners for "The WestNegotiations
for Artists
Roosevelt's
tion with United
wereaffiliaconducted by Maurice Silverstone, head
oferner."
the company's world wide operations, during his December visit to the
coast.
With the closing of the deal yesterday,
Silverstone
"Theis aenlistment
of this
young said:
producer
most
important event, not only to United
Artists, but to the industry. He has
not only financed and organized his
own company but will be, in every
(Continued on page 8)
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BARNEY BALABAN, Austin
Keough, Robert Milton, Madge
Evans, John Golden, A. P. Waxman, Vernon Duke, Monte Proser,
Robert Weitman, 1 Jack Pegler,
Hugh Marlowe, Walter Abel,
David Blum, Bernard Sobel, Al
Lewis, Boris Kaplan and Martin
Beck lunching at •Sardi's yesterday.
Herbert Yates, M. J. Siegel, Jack
Cohn, Emanuel Silverstone, Arthur Lee, William Fitelson, Joseph Malcolm, Sam Citron, Robert
Savini, Charles Casanave, Budd
Rogers, Harry Gold and Harry
Buckley at Bob Goldstein's Tavern for lunch yesterday.
•
William F. Rodgers, general sales
manager of M-G-M, leaves tomorrow
for his annual vacation in Hollywood
Beach and Miami. He plans a trip to
the studio on his return.
•
Douglas Yates returns to the Republic studio today after spending the
holidays with his parents, Mr. and
Mrs. H. J. Yates.
•
Edward Ludwig and Jack Hively,
RKO directors, this week concluded
their New York vacations and returned to Hollywood.
•
Nokman Moray of Warners has
left for Florida where he will remain
three weeks.

Suit

Counsel

Customer

Chicago, Jan. 3. — The independently owned
Telenews
theatre is showing a newsreel
this week that features the
first ticket purchaser. Given
the spotlight as he walked
through the turnstile is none
other than John Balaban,
head of the Balaban & Katz
circuit here.

Indianapolis

Fee

Faces Court Test
Indianapolis, Jan. 3. — Hollywood
Theatre Corp. here has filed suit in
Marion County Superior court, seeking a declaratory judgment on validity
of thecensecity's
$100 annual theatre lifee.
The plaintiff contends that a 1937
Indiana law nullifies the 1925 city
ordinance under which the fee is collected. Edward H. Knight, City
Corporation Counsel, said that no attempt to collect the 1940 fees will be
made until the court has decided.
Holiday

Thursday, January 4, 1940

Daily

Business

Strong at Chicago
Chicago, Jan. 3 — Local exhibitors
report that business over the New
Year's weekend was of almost record
proportions. Many theatre men found
business to be the best it has been in
the past eight years. Loop theatres
did extra shows on Saturday and
Sunday nights with the admission
prices advanced to as high as $1.10.
All Loop theatres were sold out at all
shows.

Tom Pettey, press representative
for the Producers Association, is in Harry Davis, Film
New York from Hollywood for a one
Pioneer, Dies at 78
week visit.
Pittsburgh, Jan. 3. — Harry Davis,
•
78, who opened the first film house in
Virginia A. Lynn is supervising the world in association with the late
the production of a film for the He- Pennsylvania Senator, John P. Harbrew Kindergarten and Infants Home.
ris, died here yesterday after 12 years
•
as an invalid. They opened their
Harry David is here from Salt theatre here in 1905, calling it the
Lake City for Paramount home office Nickelodeon. He sold his interests
conferences.
to the Stanley Co. of America in
•
1927. He is survived by his wife
a sister, widow of Senator
Harry
Cox, National Theatres and
Harris.
treasurer, is vacationing in Florida.
•
Discusses
Mr. and Mrs. Leopold Friedman MPPA
have returned from Florida.
Requests of Guilds
•
Hollywood, Jan. 3. — The Motion
Bruce Johnson is in town from
Picture Producers Association, in a
San Francisco.
formal monthly meeting last night,
discussed representations made by the
Screen Actors Guild and Publicists
Kreisler Is Winner
Guild, but took no final action in the
In Universal Drive matter.
James Roosevelt reported to the
B. Bernard Kreisler, Washington
on the activities of the Mobranch manager for Universal, was meeting
tion Picture Relief Fund.
the national winner of the first prize
of $1,500 and a two-week trip to
Hollywood in the Exhibitor- SponRickey at ITO Meet
sored Testimonial to New Universal.
H.
M. Richey, director of exKreisler led all Universal branch
hibitor relations for RKO, will be
managers in the country in the drive. one of the speakers at the annual
He is distributing the $1,500 cash convention of the I.T.O. of West
prize among his office personnel of Virginia at Charleston, W. Va., next
30.
Tuesday. Richey returned yesterday
from Detroit, where he spent the
holidays with his family.
Souhami to Buffalo
Edmund Souhami, New York Allied
counsel, will attend a regional meeting
Hays Meeting Today
of the organization in Buffalo MonMeeting of the M.P.P.D.A. board
day. A regional meeting is scheduled of directors, scheduled for yesterday,
for Syracuse Jan. 18 and in New was postponed to today because of a
York City the same week.
lack of a quorum.

Hold

Parley

Today

Attorneys for major company defendants in the Government's New
York anti-trust suit will confer today
with Paul Williams, special assistant
to the U. S. Attorney General, and
William
Farnsworth, special Government attorney.

Lehman Hits Delay
In Billboard Laws
Albany, struck
Jan. 3.sharply
— Governorat
Lehman
opposition to the regulation
of billboard advertising, in
his annual message to the
state legislature
which convened today.

He pleaded for no further
delay in the enactment of a
The conferences will be concerned
ban on displays near certain
with clarification of the interrogaimportant intersections, fortories served on the Government reests and the like. He saif
cently by the defendant companies.
"Neither
the billboard indusSimilar conferences were held last
try
nor
the self-centered
Fall on simplification of the interproperty owner should longer
rogatories served on the defendants by
the Government and resulted in imbe allowed to delay it."
portant limitations being placed on the
Government's questionnaires.
Any objections which the govern- U.S. Majors Revive
ment may interpose
the majors'
terrogatories must beto filed
by Jan. in15
London
Films Soon
under a stipulation recently signed by
parties to the suit.
(Continued from page 1)
will
star
in that and a second film,
Columbia
Division
sail today on the Satumia to resume
production which was interrupted by
the outbreak of war.
Meeting Saturday
It is planned that Goetz will spend
First of four divisional sales meet- six months in England and six months
nigs to be held by Columbia this at the M-G-M studio on the Coast to
month will take place at the May- prepare scripts and arrange his casts.
Sunday. flower, Washington, on Saturday and Mrs. Goetz is remaining on the Coast.
Home office sales executives who Sistrom Coming to N. Y.
will attend include Abe Montague, To Discuss English Films
general sales manager, who will preWilliam Sistrom is expected in New
side, and Rube Jackter, Louis Astor,
Louis Weinberg and Max Weisfeldt. York from the Coast in about 10 days
Others include- Sam Galanty, division to confer with George J. Schaefer,
manager ; A. S. Moritz, Cincinnati RKO president, and Phil Reismau,
branch manager ; A. H. Levy, Pitts- vice-president and foreign head, on
burgh branch manager, and L. Zucker, the company's plans for British production activities.
Cleveland branch manager.
Understood
that Sistrom may head
The meeting will discuss the company's forthcoming product and sales RKO's producing unit in England
plans for it. Subsequent meetings will and if plans are completed at the
be
held in Chicago, Dallas and San home office conferences he may leave
Francisco.
for London shortly thereafter.
British

Government

Rose Due Here Monday;
Sails for England Jan. 15

David production,
Rose, head will
of Paramount's
British
arrive from
Ready to Aid Trade
Hollywood on Monday for final con{Continued from page 11
ferences on British production arand not substitutes for the Films Act. don.
rangements before returning to LonExhibitors favor in principle the coParamount plans to produce four
operative production plan, and will
consider it further at an executive large budget pictures in England, one
of which will star Madeleine Carroll,
meeting Tuesday.
who
agreed to accept the assignment
The producers' organization, which
today elected Michael Balcon as chair- in England after conferring with
Rose. The latter is scheduled to sail
man for the current year, claims in- on
the Statendam Jan. 15.
adequate representation on the Films
Council, contending that Capt. RichMOTION PICTURE
ard Norton is the only actual producer on the council.
DAILY
'Heights' Broadcast
(Registered U. S. Patent Office)
Published daily except Saturday, Sunday and
On Critics Program holidays by Quigley Publishing Company,
(Continued from page 1)
Inc., 1270 Sixth Avenue, Rockefeller Center,
Hollywood include William Wyler, New York City. Telephone Circle 7-3100.
director, Laurence Olivier, Merle Cable address "Quigpubco, New York." Martin Quigley, Editor-in-Chief and Publisher;
Oberon and Geraldine Fitzgerald, who Colvin
Brown, Vice-President and General
Watterson R. Rothacker, Viceappeared in the film ; John Ford, who Manager;
President; Sam Shain, Editor; James A.
won the director's prize ; James Stew- Cron, Advertising manager; Chicago Bureau,
art, winner of the actor's award, Vi- 624 South Michigan Avenue, C. B. O'Neill,
Hollywood Bureau, Postal Union
vian Leigh, winner of the actress's manager;
Life Building, Boone Mancall, manager, Wilaward, and Jean Arthur.
liam R. Weaver, Editor; London Bureau, 4,
Golden Square, London Wl, Hope Williams,
Gets Cleveland Post
manager,
"Quigpubco,
London." All cable
contentsaddress
copyrighted
1940 by Quigley
Publishing
Company,
Inc.
Other
Quigley
_ Chicago, Jan. 3.— Ted Mendelsohn,
Motion Picture Herald, Better
city salesman for Warner Bros., here publications:
Theatres, International Motion Picture Alhas been named branch manager of
manac and Fame. Entered as second class
the Warner Cleveland office. Men- matter, Sept. 23, 1938, at the post office at
New
York,
N. Y., under the act of March
delsohn, formerly with M-G-M, leaves 3, 1879. Subscription
rates per year $6 in the
to take over his new duties on Jan. 8. Americas and $12 foreign. Single copies 10c.
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Notes

$62,500

Danz Buys Theatre
To
Lead
Hub
Seattle, Jan. 3. — John Danz has
bought the Circle here from S. Mukai,
Japanese exhibitor. The house, located
downBoston, Jan. 3.— "Gone With the in the Oriental section of the
Danz's
to
added
be
will
Wind," playing at two theatres here, secondtownrun
district,
Sterling Chain circuit.
Loew's State and Orpheum, combined
for an approximate $62,500.
Close Camden, O., House
Estimated takings for the week ending Dec. 27 :
Camden, O., Jan. 3.— The 200-seat
"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
Dover has closed, without reason beLOEW'S STATE-(3,60O) (75c-$I.10-$l.SO)
ing given by Orville Wood, manager.
7 days. Gross: $27,500. (Average, $11,000)
Date of reopening is indefinite.
"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
LOEW'S ORPHEUM— (2,900) (75c-$L10Form Theatre Firm
$1.50) 7 days. Gross: $35,000. (Average,
$14,500)
Char'otte, N. C, Jan. 3. — Cataw"Gulliver's Travels" (Para.)
ba Theatres; Inc., here has been char"Our Neigbhors, the Carters" (Para.)
METROPOLITAN — (4,332) (25c-35c-40ctered to own and operate theatres by
55c)
7
days.
Gross:
$15,000.
(Average,
$14,L. C. Sipe, H. H. Everett, Charlotte ;
500)
K. P. Drace, Newton, N. C, and F.
"Remember" (M-G-M)
"Nick Carter" (M-G-M)
J. Powell, Chester, S. C.
FENWAY — (1,382) (25c-35c-40c-55c) 7
days. Gross: $4,000. (Average, $4,500)
Open Theatre in Texas
"Destry
4 days)Rides Again" (Univ.) (2nd week,
Amarillo, Tex.. Jan. 3. — Seating
"Laugh Off" (Univ.) (2nd week, 4 days)
"Hunchback
of Notre Dame" (RKO) (3 552 and erected at a cost of $30,000,
days)
the Star has opened here. The house
KEITH MEMORIAL— (2,907) (25c-35c-40c was built by A. H. Truitt.
55c). Gross: $19,500. (Average, $14,500)
"Remember" (M-G-M)
Manages Louisiana House
"Nick Carter" (M-G-M)
PARAMOUNT — (1,797) (25c-35c-40c-55c) 7
Shreveport,
La., Jan. 3. — R. M.
days. Gross: $6,000. (Average, $7,000)
Swanson of Texarkana has been
"Rulers of the Sea" (Para.)
named manager of the Strand here,
"Dress Parade" (W. B.)
SCOLLAY — (2,500) (25c-35c-40c-50c) 7 succeeding Joe Gordon.
days. Gross: $4,000. (Average, $4,500)
"Heroes Blue" (Mono.) (4 days)
Dowie Named Manager
"Crashing
Vaudeville Through"
(4 days) (Mono.) (4 days)
Waynesville, O., Jan. 3. — Wayne
Dowie, assistant manager of the New
"Fugitive at Large" (Col.) (3 days)
"Beware, Spooks" (Col.) (3 days)
Arcade,
at Newark, O., has been
KEITH BOSTON— (3,200) (25c-35c-40c).
named manager of the New Twin
Gross: $10,300. (Average, $9,000)
here. Both houses are units of the
Rader Brothers' circuit.
'Hardy' at $10,000
Indianapolis Best
Indianapolis, Jan. 3. ■— "Judge B-K Balks 'Wind'
Hardy and Son" and "Fast and FuriTerms; Rivals Win
ous" paced the town, giving Loew's
$10,000. Strong at the Circle was
(Continued from page 1)
"Gulliver's Travels," with $7,500.
Estimated takings for the week to 47 dates in 45 cities where "Gone
ending Dec. 29 :
With the Wind" will open late in January or early in February.
"The Amazing Mr. Williams" (Col.)
Additional openings on Jan. 25 inAPOLLO— (1,100) (25c-40c) 7 days. Gross:
clude the Warfield, San Francisco ;
$1,200. (Average, $2,500)
"Gulliver's Travels" (Para.)
Broadway, Portland,- Ore., and the
CIRCLE— (2,800) (25c-40c) 7 days. Gross: Fifth Avenue, Seattle. The Palace,
$7,500. (Average, $6,000)
Milwaukee, will open the film Jan. 26.
"Four Wives" (W. B.)
On Jan. 31 it will start at the United
"The Honeymoon's Over" (20th-Fox)
INDIANA — (3,200) (25c-40c) 7 days. Gross: Artists, Long Beach, Cal., and the
$5,500. (Average, $5,000)
California, San Diego, and on Feb. 1
"Judge Hardy and Son" (M-G-M)
at the Fox, Oakland.
"Fast and Furious" (M-G-M)
LOEW'S—
(2,800) $7,000)
(25c-40c) 7 days. Gross:
$10,000.
(Average.
"Barricade" (20th-Fbx)
LYRIC— (2,000) (25c-40c) 7 days. Stage: 400 Quit Embassy,
"Night
Moulin Rouge." Gross: $11,000.
(Average,at $8,000)
Imperiled by Blaze
Embassy Newsreel Theatre, 1560
Broadway, opened four hours late
Boston Case Delayed
yesterday as result of a fire the preBoston, Jan. 3. — Abe Montague,
ceding night in a clothing store digeneral sales manager for Columbia,
rectly above. The theatre suffered no
and Seymour Schussel, Columbia
salesman in New York, testified today damage.
About ' 400 patrons, in the house
in the anti-trust suit of Morse and Tuesday night when the fire occurred,
Rothenberg against the major movie were compelled to leave. Refunds
companies. A request for a continu- were issued.
ance was granted and the hearing was
given a four-day suspension until
Ballance Resigns
Monday morning.

Managing Frisco House
San Francisco, Jan. 3. — Ken Williams, formerly with the Goldberg
circuit here, has been named manager
of the Circle, recently remodeled as
a newsreel house.
Remodel in Santa Cruz
San Francisco, Jan. 3. — Pacific
States Amusement & Realty Corp.
will remodel the Santa Cruz Theatre
at Santa Cruz, at cost of $40,000.
Form Frisco Company
San Francisco,
Jan. incorporated
3. — People's
Theatre
Co. has been
here by David B. and Edith Levin,
and Manuel Snyder.
Open Iowa Theatre
LeMars, la., Jan. 3. — The March
Brothers Theatres, Inc., have opened
their new Pix here, replacing the
old Elite. The theatre was completely rebuilt and has 270 new seats.

Dies'
To

Coast
Take

Inquiry
2 Months

Washington, Jan. 3. — Approximately two months will be required to
complete the investigation of subversive activities on the West Coast, the
House of Representatives was told
today by the Dies Committee investigating un-American activities.
The Committee last month announced it had identified some score
of members of the Hollywood film
colony as having aided the Communist
cause. It did not go into detail regarding that phase of its inquiry in a
lengthy report submitted as the life of
the investigation expired.
No recommendation for continuance
of the probe was made, but Chairman
Dies, now ill at his home in Texas,
has announced he will introduce a resolution to that effect.
N. Y. Production

Plan

Expected in 2 Weeks
Definite plans to encourage motion
picture production in New York may
be completed within two weeks, Clendenin J. Ryan, Jr., head of Mayor
La Guardia's new Chamber of Commerce, said yesterday.
Meanwhile, Ryan said, both the
Mayor and
hims*elf
abstain from
further
comment
on will
the campaign.
Ryan reiterated that the local production campaign is only a single
phasenewof industries
his department's
efforts
win
for the city
and to
to
retain those now located here.
Fox

Hits

Officials

Testify

on 'Lincoln'
In Suit
Robert
E. Sherwood
and the Playwrights Producing Co., plaintiffs in a
suit against Twentieth Century-Fox,
called upon the testimony
Office yesterday
Paramount
of Charles E. McCarthy and Harry
New Anti-Trust Suit
Charles Ballance, former managing M. Goetz at the start of trial before
Philadelphia, Jan. 3.— A $75,000 director for Paramount in India, has N. Y. Supreme Court Justice Peter J.
damage suit charging violation of the resigned from the company because of Schmuck. Plaintiffs are seeking to
anti-trust laws was filed today by own- ill health. No successor has been
prove that the Fox film, "Young Mr.
ersof
_ the Admiral Theatre. Twelve named yet. Ballance returned to the
major companies and Robert Lynch, United States some time ago and un- Lincoln," infringes upon the Sherwood play, "Abetoday
Lincoln
derwent aseries of operations. He is Trial continues
with in
the Illinois."
reading
Philadel
phia s.manager of Loew's, Inc.,
are
defendant
now recuperating in Miami, Fla.
of testimony of Darryl F. Zanuck.

Big

$18,700,

Loop

Leader

Chicago,
Jan. 3. — "Gulliver's
Travels" at the Roosevelt
grossed a strong
$18,700. The weather was cold and
fair most of the week.
Estimated takings for the week fKi ing
V 1
"Mr. Dec.
Smith27-30
Goes :
to Washington" (Col.)
APOLLO— (1,400) (25c-55c-75c) 7 days, 7th
week. Wives"
Gross: $5,500.
(Average, $6,000)
"Four
(W. B.)
CHICAGO— (4,000) (35c-55c-75c) 7 days.
Stage: Vaudeville Revue.
Gross: $35,700.
(Average,
"Barricade"$32,000)
(20th-Fox)
GARRICK — (900) (35c-40c-65c) 7 days.
Gross: $5,000. (Average, $5,000)
"20,000 Men a Year" (20th-Fox)
ORIENTAL^-(3,400) (25c-35c-40c) 7 days.
Stage:
(Average,Vaudeville
$13,000) Revue. Gross: $14,800.
"Destry Rides Again" (Univ.)
"Dr. Christian" (20th-Fox)
PALACE—
week.
Gross:(2,500)
$12,600(35c-55c-75c) 7 days, 2nd
"Gulliver's Travels" (Para.)
ROOSEVELT—
(1,300) (35c-55c-75c)
7 days.
Gross:
$18,700. (Average,
$11,000)
"Thunder Afloat" (M-G-M)
STATE-LAKE — (2,700) (25c-35c-40c) 7
days. Stage: Vaudeville Revue. Gross:
$15,200. (Average, $12,000)
"After the Thin Man" (M-G-M)
UNITEDGross:
ARTISTS—
7 days.
$17,700. (1,700)
(Average,(35c-55c-75c)
$14,000)
Combat

Neely

Bill,

400 Urged at Rally
(.Continued from page 1)
mil, Stanley Lawton, Marice Brown
and Ray Rhonheimer.
Among those present were C C.
Moskowitz and Harry Moskowitz of
Loew's ; John J. O'Connor, L. E.
Thompson, H. M. Richey, Leon Bamberger and Harry Mandell of RKO ;
Austin C. Keough, Paramount counsel ; Spyros Skouras and William
Powers of National Theatres ; W. C.
Michel, 20th Century-Fox executive
vice-president ; Ralph Poucher, Consolidated Film Industries ; David
P'alfreyman, Hays office ; Grover
Schaefer, Republic ; Carl Leserman
and Roy T. Haines, Warners ; Hal
Hode, Columbia ; George Skouras,
Walter Reade, Samuel Rinzler,
Laurence Bolognino, Thomas Lamb,
Leo Brechef, Abe Leff, I. Perse and
Edward Peskay.
Neely Visions Prompt
Action on His Bill
Washington, Jan. 3. — Strong
hope that the House of Representatives would act promptly on his block
booking legislation was expressed at
the opening of Congress today by
Senator Matthew M. Neely of West
Virginia.
The Senator pointed out that the
measure has already been passed by
the Senate and needs only House
concurrence to become a law. He
said that he expected to receive definite information within a few days
regarding the action which will be
taken by the House Interstate and
Foreign Commerce Committee, now
in charge of the legislation.
In House circles it was said that
several days will probably elapse before the Committee develops its program. Indications were that unless
considerable agitation arises the film
bill will be taken up when reached
in the regular order rather than be
made
eration.the subject of immediate consid-

All-time

record,

top-

ping even "Alexander's

RICHMOND

Band."

PHILADELPHIA

V*** "

Topping

"Rains
Game/
the
Along
Drums
BALTIMORE

ohawk."

INDIANAPOLIS

ut-grosses
Came/1

"Kains

"Drums

Along
DETROIT

the

Mohawk."

Biggest
for

a

solid

Breaks
day

of

and

all

20th

CINCINNATI

year!

every

opening

week-end

ord in Roxy

hits

rec-

history!

THE KEYSTONE

NEW

OF YOUR FUTURE

YORK

6

Motion

Picture

Daily

Thursday, January 4, 1940

'Raffles'

'Wife',
Draw

Davis

Hollywood

Review

$12,000,

Minneapolis
Minneapolis, Jan. 3. — Best business in Minneapolis was done by the
combination of "Day-Time Wife" and
Johnnie Davis in person at the Minnesota with $12,000. "Gulliver's
Travels" drew a handsome $9,000 at
the State.
In St. Paul, top grosser was "Another Thin Man," with $4,500 at the
Paramount.
Estimated takings for the week ending Dec. 28:
Minneapolis :
"Bad Little Angel" (M-G-M)
"Law of the Pampas" (Para.)
ASTER— (900) (15c-25c) 6 days. Gross:
$1,300. (Average, 7 days, $1,500)
"Remember" (M-G-M)
CENTURY — (1,600) (25c-40c) 7 days.
Gross: $2,700. (Average. $4,000)
"My Man Godfrey" (Para.)
"Rasputin" (foreign)
ESQUIRE— (290) (25c-40c) "Godfrey," 4
days, "Rasputin,"
3 days.
Gross: $1,400.
(Average,
$700)
"Alleghany Uprising" (RICO)
GOPHER — (990) (25c) 7 days. Gross:
52,700. (Average, $2,500)
"Money to Burn" (Rep.)
MINNESOTA— (4,300) (20c-40c) 7 days.
Charles Butterworth on stage. Gross:
$6,000. (Average, $6,000)
"Day-Time Wife" (ZOth-Fox)
ORPHEUM— (2,900) (25c-40c) 7 days.
Tohnnie Davis. Gross: $12,000. (Average,
with stage, $4,400)
"Gulliver's Travels" (Para.)
STATE— (2.300) (25c-40c) 7 days. Gross:
$9,000. (Average, $4,000)
"Our Neighbors — The Carters" (Para.)
WORLD— (400) (25c-55c) 3rd week. Gross:
$1,600. (Average, $1,600)
St. Paul:
"Everything Happens at Night" (20th-Fox)
ORPHEUM— (2.000) (25c-40c) 7 days.
Gross: $3,000. (Average, $3,200)
"Another Thin Man" (M-G-M)
PARAMOUNT— (2,500) (25c-40c) 7 days.
Gross: $4,500. (Average, $4,400)
"Barricade" (ZOth-Fox)
RIVIERA— (1,000) (25c) 7 days. Gross:
$1,600. (Average, $1,800)
"Law of the Pampas" (Para.)
"Heaven With a Barbed Wire Fence"
.(ZOth-Fox)
TOWER— (1,000) (25c) 7 days. Gross:
$1,500. (Average, $1,600)
"The Under-Pup" (Univ.)
WORLD— (400) (25c-40c) 7 days. 2nd
week. Gross: $900. (Average, $700)

"Invisible
{Warners)

Stripes"

*"A" denotes adult classification.

'Hunchback'

Starts

Big in Providence
Providence, Jan. 3. — Outstanding
feature was "The Hunchback of Notre
Dame" which took $8,300 during the
first three days of its run at the RKOAlbee.
Estimated takings for the week ending Dec. 26-28 :
"Meet Dr. Christian" (RKO) (4 days)
"Sued for Libel." (RKO) (4 days)
"The(3 Hunchback
of Notre Dame" (RKO)
days)
RKO-ALBEE— (2,239) (25c-35c-50c). Gross:
$9,500. (Average, $6,000)
"Judge Hardy and Son" (M-G-M)
"Fugitive at Large" (Col.)
LOEW'S
(25c-35c-50c)
days.
Gross:STATE—
$11,000. (3,230)
(Average.
$11,000) 7
"Destry Rides Again" (Univ.)
"Laugh It Off" (Univ.)
MAJESTIC— (2.250) (25c-35c-50c) 7 days.
Gross: $5,000. (Average, $7,000)
"Scarface" (U. A.) (3 days)
"Sky Devils" (U. A.) (3 days)
"Gulliver's Travels" (Para.) (4 days)
"Main Street Lawyer" (Rep.) (4 days)
STRAND — (2.100) (25c-35c-50c). Split
week. Revivals first half. Gross: $7,700.
'Love' Montreal's
(Average, $6,000)
Best with $10,800 "High School" (ZOth-Fox)
FAY'S— (1,800) (25c-35c-40c) 7 days. Stage
Montreal, Jan. 3. — "First Love" show with Jack Dell Trio; Julio San and
grossed $10,800 at Loew's. "We are Seal; Shirley La Valle; Fred Pisano; Lewis
Ames; and Foster and Bati. Gross: $5.Not Alone" took $7,500 at the Pal- and
000. (Average, $6,500)
ace.
"On Dress Parade" (W. B.)
Estimated takings for the week end- "Missing Evidence" (Univ.)
ing Dec. 30 :
CARLTON— (1.526) (25c-35c-50c) 7 days,
2nd week. Gross: $1,500. (Average, $3,500)
"The Secret of Dr. Kildare" (M-G-M)
"Thedays)
Cat and Canary" (Para.) (3 days)
"Henry Goes Arizona" (M-G-M)
CAPITOL — (2,547) (25c-40c-55c-65c) 7 "The Honeymoon's Over" (20th-Fox) (3
days. Gross: $6,400. (Average. $8,000)
"First Love" (Univ.) (4 days)
"First Love" (Univ.)
Uprising" (RKO) (4 days)
LOEW'S — (2.800) (30c-40c-60c) 7 days. "Allegheny
EMPIRE — (2,200) (20c-30c) 2nd run. Gross:
Gross: $10,800. (Average, $8,000)
$1,350.
(Average,
$1,700)
"Of Mice and Men" (U. A.)
ORPHEUM-(919)
(25c-35c-50c) 7 days.
Gross: $4,500. (Average, $5,000)
"We Are Not Alone" (W. B.)
Heads Superior Union
PALACE— (2,600) (25c-40c-55
Gross: $7,500. (Average, $10,000)c65c) 7 days.
Superior, Wis., Jan. 3. — William
"On Dress Parade" (W. B.)
Fiandt has been elected president of
"The Covered Trailer" (Rep.)
No. 457 of the Operators and
PRINCESS — (2,272) (25c-35c-50c-65c) 7 Local
Stagehands union. Other officers are :
days. Gross: $4,500. (Average. $6,000)
Obert Quam, vice-president ; Ralph
Canada Plans Fair Films Pink, financial secretary and treasurer ;Erving Austin, business repreToronto, Jan. 3.— The Canadian
sentative ;Walter Jeffery, sergeantGovernment has announced that a new
at-arms,
and
Quam, Jeffery and Rusfeature of the Dominion exhibit at
sell Nelson, trustees.
the 1940 New York World's Fair will
be the presentation of Canadian films,
Theatre Pays Dividend
to be prepared by the newly-formed
National Film Board of Canada, of
St. Louis, Jan. 3.— Directors of the
which John Grierson is acting com- Fox-St. Louis Theatre Co. have paid
missioner.
a 50-cent dividend on preferred stock.

Good$12,000,
Leads

Hollywood, Jan. 3. — Warners' reputation for crime and gangster
pictures suffers not by "Invisible Stripes," top roles which are
played by George Raft, Jane Bryan, William Holden and Humphrey
Bogart. Taken from the book of the same name by Warden Lewis
E. Lawes, the film bristles with gunfire, armed robbery, sirens and
murder, and contains a preachment against society's refusal to accept
a felon who has paid his penalty in prison.
Raft as the regenerated convict; Holden, of ''Golden Boy" fame, as
his brother ; Bogart, as the ex-convict still bitter against society, and
Miss Bryan, of recent sterling characterizations, are the chief figures
in the melodrama, which ends with Raft giving his life so that Holden
and his bride may find happiness. Their happiness, however, is apparently financed by the gains of criminal activities to which Raft returns after failing to find honest employment.
The screenplay by Warren Duff, who adapted a story by Jonathan
Finn based on Lawes' book, is a tightly packed chain of events leading
to a rousing climax. Director Lloyd Bacon guided the Louis F. Edelman production with a firm hand. Hal B. Wallis was executive producer.
Running time, 80 minutes. "A."*
Vance King

Pulls

Frisco

San a Francisco,
Jan.at3. the
— "Raffles"
drew
strong $12,000
United
Artists.
Estimated takings for the week ending Dec. 26-29:
fify"The Flying Deuces" (RKO)
GOLDEN GATE— (2,850) (35c-40c-55c) 7
days. Stage: vaudeville.
Gross: $13,000.
(Average,
$15,000)
"First Love"
(Univ.)
"Beware Spooks" (Col.)
ORPHEUM— (2,440) (15c-35c-40c) 7 days,
3rd week. Gross: $6,400. (Average,
$8,000)
"Judge Hardy and Son" (M-G-M)
"City in Darkness" (ZOth-Fox)
FOX— (5,000) (15c-30c-35c-40c) 7 days,
2nd week.
Gross: $11,000. (Average,
$16,000)
"Gulliver's Travels" (Para.)
"Our Neighbors, the Carters" (Para.)
PARAMOUNT—
(15c-30c-35c-40c) 7
"Raffles"
(U. $15,000.
A.) (2,740)
clays. Gross:
(Average, $11,500)

UNITED
ARTISTS—
(1,200) (15c-35c-40c55c)
7 days.
Gross: $12,000.
(Average,
$8,000)
"Tower of London" (Univ.)
"Laugh It Off" (Univ.)
ST. FRANCIS — (1,400) (15c-30c-35c-40c) 7
days, 2nd week. Gross: $5,800. (Average,
$6,000)
'Wind' Tremendous
"Everything Happens at Night" (20th-Fox)
"Cisco Kid and the Lady" (ZOth-Fox)
WARFIELD—
(2,680) (Average,
(15c-30c-35c-40c)
days.
Gross: $13,500.
$12,000) 7
$22,500, Cincinnati
"The End of a Day" (Juno)
Cincinnati, Jan. 3. — "Gone With
CLAY— (400) (15c-35c-40c) 7 davs. Gross:
the Wind" in its first week at the $1,100. (Average, $1,000)
RKO Capitol did a terrific $22,500 at "Scipione L'Africano" (Foreign)
LARKIN— (390) (15c-35c-40c) 7 days.
advanced prices.
Gross: $1,400. (Average, $1,000)
Estimated takings for the week ending Dec. 27-30:
"Judge Hardy and Son" (M-G-M)
RKO' ALBEE— (3,300) (35c-42c) 7 days. Kansas'GuCity Gives
lliver' $9,000
Gross: $13,000. (Average, $12,000)
"Destry Rides Again" (Univ.)
RKO PALACE— (2,700) (35c-42c) 7 days.
Gross: $11,500. (Average, $10,000)
Kansascollected
City, Jan.
"Gulliver's
"We Are Not Alone" (W. B.)
Travels"
a good3. —$9,000
at the
RKO SHUBERT— (2,150) (35c-42c) 7 days, Newman.
2nd week. Gross: $3,400. (Average, $10,000)
Estimated takings for the week end"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
RKO CAPITOL— (2,000) (7Sc-$1.0O-$1.50) 7
ing Dec. 24-28:.
days.
Gross: $22,500. (Average, at 35c-42c "Everything Happens at Night" (20th-Fox)
scale, $6,500)
ESQUIRE—
(800)8 days,
(25c-40c)
8 days. Gross:
"South ofSpooks"
the Border"
$3,700.
(Average,
$2,800)
"Beware
(Col.) (Republic)
"Judge
Hardy
and
Son"
(M-G-M)
RKO LYRIC— (1,400) (25c-40c) 7 days. "Blondie Brings Up Baby" (Col.)
Gross: $4,600. (Average, $5,000)
MIDLAND
(4,000) (25c-40c)
"Pride of the Blue Grass" (W. B.)
Gross:
$12,800. — (Average,
$10,500) 7 days.
"Gulliver's
"Black Limelight" (Alliance)
Travels" (Para.)
RKO' FAMILY— (1,000) (15c-25c) 4 days. "Reno"
NEWMAN
(RKO)— (1,900) (25c-40c) 7 days.
Gross: $1,400. (Average, $1,500)
Gross:
$7,000)
"Return $9,000.
of Dr.(Average,
"The Phantom Strikes" (Mono.)
X" (W. B.)
"Riders of the Pasco Basin" (Univ.)
RKO $800.
FAMILY—
(1,000)$900)(15c-25c) 3 days.
ORPHEUM — (1,500)
6 days.
Gross:
(Average,
Gross: $2,100. (Average, 6(25c-40c)
"The Return of Dr. X" (W. B.)
"The Big Guy" (Univ.) days, $4,400)
KEITH'S— (1,500) (30c-40c) 7 days. Gross:
TOWER— (2,200) (25c) 7 days. Stage:
$3,400. (Average, $6,000)
Kiddie Gross:
Review;$5,200.
Will Rock's
Thurston
Show.
(Average.
$5,000) Magic
"Everything Happens at Night" (20th-Fox)
'Gulliver' at $5,500
UPTOWN — (2,000) (25c-40c) 8 davs.
Gross: $4,500. (Average, 8 days, $4,000)
Leader
Milwaukee

Milwaukee, Jan. 3. — "Gulliver's 'Four Wives' Omaha
Travels" and "Our Neighbors, the
Carters" connected for $5,500 at Fox's
Leader with $7,100
Palace in a week which got off to a
sluggish
the end. start but perked up toward
Omaha, Jan. 3. — "Four Wives"
took $7,100 in eight days at the Brandeis
for the only business in town.
Estimated takings for the week endHeavy
home. snows kept many patrons at
ing Dec. 28.
"Gulliver's Travels" (Para.)
"Our Neighbors, the Carters" (Para.)
Estimated takings for the week endPALACE—
(25c-35c-50c),
Gross:
$5,500. (2.400)
(Average,
$4,000) 7 days. "Fouring Wives"
Dec. 28-29(W.
: B.)
"The Big Guy" (Univ.)
"Smashin
g
the
Money
Ring" (W B )
RIVERSIDE
— (25c-30c-35c). 7 days.
BRANDEIS— (1,200) (25c-35c-40c) 8 days.
Stage:
"Xmas
Follies."
Gross,
$6,500.
(Average, $4,000)
$7,100).
Gross:
(Average. $6,500)
"Ninotchk
a" (M-G-M)
"Another Thin Man" (M-G-M)
"City In Darkness" (20th-Fox)
"Bad Little Angel" (M-G-M)
OMAHA— (2,200) (25c-40c) 7 davs,
STRAND--(l,40O)
(25c-35c-50c), 7 days.
week. Gross: $5,600. (Average. $6,000) 2nd
Gross:
$1,500.
(Average,
$1,500)
"Four Wives" (W.B.)
"Everything Happens at Night" (Z0th-Fox)
"All Women Have Secrets" (Para.)
"Charlie McCarthy, Detective" (Univ.)
ORPHEUM — (3,000) (25c-40c) 7 days.
WARNER— (2,400) (25c-35c-50c). 7 davs. Gross:
(Average, $7,600)
$6,100.Travels"
Gross: $5,300. (Average, $4,500)
"Gulliver's
(Para.)
"What
A
Life"
(Para.)
"Everything Happens at Night" (20th-Fox)
"The Cisco Kid and the Lady" (20th-Fox)
PARAMOUNT-(3,000) (25c-40c) 7 days.
WISCONSIN— (3,200) (25c-35c-50c), 7 days. Gross:
$6,800. (Average. $7,000)
Gross: $6,200. (Average, $5,500)
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Radio

Appeal

Classical music, semi-classical dramatic broadcasts. Little attention
music, news broadcasts and dramatic is paid to news broadcasts or classical or semi-classical music. Class C,
programs are preferred by radio lis{Continued from putjc 1J
teners in the upper brackets while however, listens somewhat to educational programs.
way, the guiding spirit behind his pic- comedy and daily serials are preferred
tures. To his new associates Roose- by those in the lowest income groups,
A program's popularity reacts to
velt symbolizes a fine maturity. He according to a survey by H. W. Be- five influences, the report said. These
ville,
Jr.,
NBC
research
manager,
has a clarity of vision and' a sympa- for the Princeton Radio Research five are change of talent in a competitive program, the start of a new
thetic understanding of the public,
competitive program, the ending of
giving him an unusual competence to Proj ect.
create entertainment for our vast theThe survey discusses general lis- an old competitive program, and the
tening habits, program analysis by change of competition by moving a
atre audience. Widely travelled, a
sharp, analytical student of motion income groups, effect of competition program to another period.
As an example of the first influpicture problems, Roosevelt also pos- on audiences, and the effect of compeence the report cited the rise of the
sesses the magnetic personality and tion on different income groups. It
executive ability to master quickly the was based on the Crossley and Hoop- Ford Symphony Hour from a rating
er reports.
of 16 to 26^-4 while George Fisher
complexity of advanced motion picRadio is most popular with the was substituting for Walter Winture production."
group with incomes from $2,000- chell on an opposition program.
Plenty of Studio Space
The Jergens program which lost
$3,000, the survey finds. Income
It was stated that the Goldwyn and groups were divided into four classes. 50 per cent of its audience regained
Walter Wanger studio facilities and
it upon the return of Winchell, while
Over $5,000 into* Class A; $3,000- the Ford show returned to its former
technical staffs will be placed at $5,000,
Class B; $2,000-$3,000, Class
place, according to the report.
Roosevelt's disposal. Wanger also C ; and under $2,000, Class D.
uses the Goldwyn studio.
Combining its income analysis with
Class A uses its sets least, particuDavid O. Selznick congratulated
the competition survey, the report
larly in the daytime.
Roosevelt on his association with
On a geographic basis, it was found draws two conclusions. The first is
United Artists in a message urging that the Pacific Coast uses sets most that both program popularity and inhim to "call on us if Selznick Inter- while the South uses sets the least.
come group breakdowns must be studnational or I can be of any help to In the East, set use is slightly below
ied from the standpoint of the comaverage except between 8 P. M. and
petition. The second is that to obwhatever."
youHenry
Henigson, former production midnight. The Midwest listens to
tain accurate data on the relative apexecutive for Universal and M-G-M, more daytime programs, but set use
peal by income groups, it is necessary
is vice president and an associate drops after 5 P. M.
to spot individual programs opposite
producer for the Roosevelt company,
Classes C and D prefer comedy and other programs of various types.
and J. F. T. O'Connor, former U. S.
Comptroller of the Currency, is a corporation director and counsel.
Arnold
Asks More
Gittinger Elected
"Storm in Paradise' too
CBS Sales Chief
Roosevelt's second production probAnti-Trust Probers
ably will be "Storm in Paradise,"
William
C. Gittinger was
which he acquired recently. He is
Washington, Jan. 3. — Most presselected
vice-president
in
negotiating for two other story proping need of the anti-trust division of
charge of sales by the CBS
erties at this time.
the Department of Justice is inboard of directors yesterday.
Roosevelt sent the following mescreased personnel, it was disclosed toGittinger has been with the
sage to Silverstone, in which he outday by the annual report of Assistant
network for six years, the
lines his production aims :
Attorney General Thurman Arnold,
last five years as sales manin
charge
of
monopoly
prosecutions.
"I am highly elated over my acager. He has been active in
ceptance into such an organization as
During the fiscal year ended June
the development of sales poliUnited Artists. ... I am extremely 30, last, Arnold reported, a total of
cies and they will continue
grateful to Samuel Goldwyn who has
under his direction.
1,375
complaints
were
received,
an
inso sympathetically guided my first
crease of 452 over the preceding year,
Prior to 1933, he was an adwork and intensive study of the mo- leading to the initiation of 90 extenvertising executive over a
tion picture business, and now that
sive investigations. In addition, the
period
of
20
years. He was
I am able to become an independent anti-trust division also was engaged
previously associated with
producer, financing and creating my in conducting 700 investigations and
Tidewater Associated Oil Co.,
own pictures, I am most eager to be- studies of allegedly monopolistic situthe Joseph Richards agency,
gin what I most earnestly want to
and Vacuum Oil Co.
ations, and at the present time 200 investigations ofmajor importance are
make my life's work.
in progress.
Emphasizes 'Play's the Thing'
Arnold's report was devoid of com"I hope to develop pictures that will
ment on the motion picture or other Albany Bill Seeks
provide a fresh and modern method of
major
individual suits and was deentertaining. I wholeheartedly subLegalized Lottery
voted largely to an exposition of his
scribe to Shakespeare's belief that the views as to how the problem of
Albany, Jan. 3. — Claiming that
'play's the thing,' and our organization
taxpayers are on the brink of a levy
will not place limitations of either monopoly should be approached.
time or expense upon our efforts
"The year 1940 marks the fiftieth revolution and striking at the "hyproperly to picturize story material anniversary of the Sherman Act," he
pocrisy of outlawing lotteries" while
we consider timely and universally pointed out. "At no time in its long they are being conducted daily in
history has there been such interest many forms, State Senator Phelps
appealing.
in the act nor such consistent pressure Phelps, Manhattan Democrat, intro"It is my intention to surround my- for its enforcement. The pressure
duced a bill designed to legalize lotself with the most competent and alert comes not from any political group,
teries in the legislature today.
technical aides I can find with the
Senator Phelps introduced a similar
from independent business men
strict instruction that in addition to but
and consumers all over the country bill last year which was defeated by
making our pictures with technical and from leaders of both parties. It more than two to one in the Senate.
efficiency, we must create artistic, im- is particularly noticeable in the medi- Phelps also was co-sponsor of the
portant, intelligent and distinctive enum metropolis whose industries are Crews bill, intended to effectuate
tertainment for the many millions
beginning
to feel the effects of ab- the "two men in a booth" principle
comprising our audience. You have
sentee ownership. It also comes from of the I.A.T.S.E.
my deepest appreciation of your con- consumers, home builders, small resideration and experienced counsel,
tailers and farmers who are forced to
Italian Film to Open
and my assurance that our energies pay tribute to organizations which
will be concentrated on winning rec- have seized strategic positions in the
The American premiere of Luis
ognition through delivering product distribution system and who are thus Trenker's new Italian film, "Giovanni
of the highest United Artists stand- able to block the channels of com- De Medici, the Leader," will take
place at the Cinecitta Theatre today.
ard."
merce."
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Roosevelt

Brevities
LADY ESTHER CO. renewed the
Guy Lombardo show over 50 CBS
stations for an additional 52 weeks
yesterday. The program is heard
Mondays
at same
10 P.sponsor
M. Lombardo's
show
for the
on Friday
nights over NBC-Red is due to. be
dropped on Jan. 26.
j^'
A poll of 12 film critics heard on
Metropolitan stations by Martin
Weldon, WINS stage and screen
commentator, was won by "Gone With
the Wind" as the best film with "Mr.
Smith Goes to Washington" in second place.
▲
Bayer Aspirin renewed the "American Album of Familar Music" yesterday for an additional 52 weeks, effective Feb. 4, over NBC-Red. The
program is heard over 60 stations on
Sundays at 9:30 P. M.
A
Mutual added another station yesterday, bringing the total up to 126 ;
KTSW, Emporia, which opened Jan.
25, 1939, is the latest affiliate. Owned
by the Emporia Brodacasting Co., the
station operates full time on 1,370
k.c. with 250 watts.
A
Ralph Patt, general manager of
WPAY,
Portsmouth,
has married
Bertie Champeau, of Detroit.
A
Arthur Kurlan, who formerly handled "New York Town" for WOR
and "Gotham Nights" for WHN, has
been signed by Young & Rubicam to
do the adaptation of Robert Sherwjood's "Petrified Forest" for this
Sunday's Gulf Oil "Screen Guild Theatre." Tyrone Power, Joan Bennett and Humphrey Bogart will be
heard in the dramatization.
A
Spencer Tracy and Bette Davis will
appear together for the first time Monday on Victory,"
the Lux "Radio
"Dark
to be Theatre"
heard overin
CBS at 9 P1. M. A
WNEW has signed four sponsors
for participations and spot announcements. They include the Motor Boat
Show, Personal Diathermy, I. J. Fox
and Thomas J. Lipton, Inc.
A
Fred Allen yesterday started his
seventh year on NBC for the same
sponsor, Sal Hepatica and Ipana.
Congress

to Get

Copyright Ideas
Proposals for new copyright legislation drafted by the Shotwell committee with the aid of all industries
concerned with copyright ownership
and use were forwarded to W ashington early this week in time for the
opening of Congress yesterday.
The new proposals will be introduced in the Senate by Senator Bone
of Washington, chairman of the Senate patents committee, and in the
House by the new chairman of the
House patents committee. Chairmanship of the latter committee has been
vacant since the recent death of William I. Sirovich.
Although committee hearings on the
proposals are expected within a month
or two, final action by Congress is
not expected at this session.
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MOTION

VlCttSm

(Radio jljl<
Accurate
and
DAILY
Impartial
NEW

V — ) 47. NO. 4
British

Trade

RFC

Have

Denies

Credits
from

Grand

Looms

as Certainty

London, Jan. 4. — Formation of a
Film Credits Bank, backed by British
Treasury money, and without the participation ofLondon's financial houses,
was authoritatively forecast here today, following the meeting of the
Films Council.
A drastic measure to bolster the faltering British production industry, the
Treasury investment will be considerable, and the control of the Bank will
be vested in a joint committee.
With Government representatives
forming a majority of its personnel,
the committee will include financial
experts and representatives of the
Board of Trade and the industry.
Joint stock banks may ultimately
participate in the plan on a loan basis.
The object of the Bank will be to
provide a solid financial foundation
for the British industry with the
Board of Trade or Films Council as
- the ultimate arbiter on loans.
The Films Council committee,
meanwhile, is pressing for legislation
to be ready as an alternative immediately after cessation of the present
quota stipulations on March 31.

Monogram
5-Week

National;
Due

Today

to Stage

Sales

The Reconstruction Finance Corp.
has denied Educational's application
for a $450,000 loan, which had been
earmarked for the financial reorganization of Grand National Pictures.
Earle W. Hammons, EducationalGrand National president, is negotiating with private financial interests for
funds to post as a bond to cover
potential Grand National operating
losses over a period of a few weeks
during which negotiations for the
principal loan will be renewed.
The bond must be posted or new
financing obtained by this afternoon
in order to forestall liquidation of
Grand National's assets. A hearing
before Peter B. Olney, Jr., referee in
bankruptcy, is scheduled for this afternoon.
Grand National has been operating
at a loss of approximately $4,000
weekly.
Referee Olney directed the
(Continued on page 2)
UA

Stock

Continues

Omitted

yesterday that "considerable
progress" had been made in
reaching an agreement on
interrogatories interposed by
the major defendants in
the Government's anti-trust
suit, after a conference with
the majors'
Discussions willattorneys.
continue today.

Chicago

and

Detroit

Fight 'Wind' Terms;
M-G-M
Defends
70%
M-G-M

TEN

5, 1940

On Trust Queries
Special Assistant Attorney
General Paul Williams stated

Bank

Government

JANUARY

Loan

Film
Crisis

Cash

U.S.A., FRIDAY,

Parley
To

To

YORK,

will make no exceptions in

its policy of selling "Gone With the
Wind," and if regular accounts reject
the terms the picture will be sold to
opposition theatres, distribution officials said yesterday.
This is emphasized in controversies
on terms in both Chicago and Detroit.
It was learned the reason Balaban
and Katz and M-G-M failed to agree
on a deal for the picture in Chicago
was that the circuit refused to reduce

In Fairbanks' Will
The will of the late Douglas Fairthe house
expensesof figured
M-G-M's
banks will be admitted to probate in profit
guarantee
10 ner incent
of the
boxoffice gross.
Surrogate's
court
here
this
morning.
No mention is made in the will of
M-G-M offered B. & K. an alternative deal of 70-30 per cent without a
Fairbanks' one-fifth stock interest in
United Artists. The stock is held by profit guarantee, which the circuit rethe Elton Corp., of which Robert
jected. As a result "Gone With the
Fairbanks, the deceased's brother, is Wind" has been sold to the Oriental,
& Schaeffer house,
president.(Continued
Fairbanks'
share 3)of the in- Jones, Linick
(Continued on page 3)
on page

Court

Defends

Sales
Kills

Methods,
Trust

Tickets

U.S.

Net

20

Million

Expands

Washington, Jan. 4. — Improved
economic conditions have resulted in
the Treasury revising its estimates of
tax collections upward, with the Federal admission tax now figured as returning $20,500,000 for the current
year, which ends June 30, next, as
compared with $19,200,000 calculated
a year ago, it was disclosed today in
the annual budget submitted to Congress by President Roosevelt.
On the basis of existing conditions,
it was estimated that for the fiscal
year 1941 this tax would return a revenue of $21,600,000.
If the current estimate for the present year is met, collections will be
more than $1,000,000 above the $19,470,801 collected for the last fiscal
year and but $300,000 below the $20,-

Tax;

Suit

Big Victory for Majors
In Baltimore Ruling
Baltimore, Jan. 4. — Holding that
clearance and run are necessary to the
operation of the film industry, and
that they are perfectly lawful practices, Federal Judge Chesnut here today in a decision dismissed the bill
of complaint in the anti-trust action
brought by Westway Theatres Corp.
against the Durkee circuit and seven
major distributors.
In his 17-page opinion, the judge
declared that no conspiracy existed
among the co-defendants, and that the
distributors have a right to select
their own customers. The plaintiff
corporation, operating the Westway
Theatre here, had charged that the
14 days' clearance given to the Dudkee circuit, which operates a competing house, is illegal, and that the defendants had conspired to deprive the
Westway of product.
The seven major company defendants were Columbia, M-G-M, Paramount, 20th Century-Fox, Universal,
LTnited Artists and Warners. RKO,
which sold to the Westway, was not
a defendant. The trial started on
Dec. 7 and ended Dec. 15. The
defendants were represented here by
James Piper, Edward Raftery and
John Caskey.

Cartoons

Drive

Monogram will hold a five-week
playdate drive, from Feb. 25 to March
30, according to George W. Weeks,
general sales manager. The campaign
will use the slogan,- "March for
Monogram." Competition among
Monogram's 30 exchanges in the
United States has already started for
the three money prizes which will be
awarded.
Monogram franchise holders will
meet at the Blackstone Hotel in Chicago tomorrow and Sunday to discuss
plans for the drive. Attending from
the home office will be W. Ray Johnston, president ; Edward A. Golden,
distribution vice-president, and George
W. Weeks, general sales manager.
From the studio will be Scott R. Dunlap, vice-president in charge of production, and Trem Carr, producer.
Franchise holders will include Steve
Broidy, Ben Welansky, Harry Thomas, Harry Berkson, John Mangham,
William Onie, Nate Schultz, William
(Continued on page 2)

CENTS

Win

Poll

by Disney
on

Shorts

The Walt Disney cartoons, distributed by RKO, were voted the leading
Service
Film
attractions at the box-office among
short subjects, by independent exhibitors, according to a poll taken for
800,779 collected by the U. S. in 1938.
Fame by Motion Picture Herald.
The budget disclosed that the longThe 10 leading short subject series
planned centralized film service, which i" the voting were as follows :
the defunct National Emergency
1. Walt Disney cartoons.
Council sought to establish, will be
2. Merrie Melodies.
put into operation July 1, next, with
3. Broadway Brevities.
a proposed appropriation of $106,400,
by the Office of Education, now a part
L Pete Smith Specialties.
of the Federal Security Agency, to
Our Gang Comedies.
which the film and radio activities of 5.
6. M-G-M cartoons.
the N.E.C. were transferred under the
7. Melody Masters
President's reorganization program.
The Office of Education is to get 8. Terry-Toons.
$40,000 for radio service, as compared
9. M-G-M Miniatures.
with $20,000 allocated to the N.E.C. 10. FitzPatrick Travel Talks.
for that work for the current year,
M-G-M accounts for five of the
before the transfer.
The proposed film service is to act leaders: the Pete Smith subjects, Our
as a clearing house for all Govern- Gang
comedies,
(Continued M-G-M
on page 2) cartoons,
(Continued on page 7)
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Daily

is Denied

4

Purely

Personal

DAVID ROSE, managing director
of all Paramount's activities in
Great Britain, leaves Hollywood today
en route to his London headquarters.
•
Crisis
Today
William F. Rodgers, John Hicks,
Russell Holman, Erno Rapee, Max
{Continued from page 1)
A. Cohen, Ted O'Shea, Maurice
management yesterday to obtain bond Evans, George Skouras, William
to post to cover the indicated losses Orr and Jack Pearl at Nick's Hunting Room in the Astor for lunch yesduring a further postponement of the terday.
court proceedings, or liquidation
•
would be ordered today.
Charles Roberts, Columbia home
Seeks Distribution Deals
office supervisor for Latin America,
Hammons is also endeavoring to returned to New York from Mexico
yesterday by plane after a tour of the
obtain product for immediate distribution by Grand National to offset the company's offices in his territory and
potential operating losses and has been attendance at a sales meeting in
promised assistance in this by J. T. Buenos Aires.
Cosman of Producers Laboratories,
Cresson E. Smith, Western and
who informed Olney m yesterday that
he had several productions he was Southern sales manager for RKO,
Na- will leave over the weekend for a
willing to turn overiontoifGrand
a further tour of branches in Denver, Salt Lake
tional for distribut
postponement is granted.
City, cisco
Portland,
Seattle, San Franand Los Angeles.
Definite prospects of a product supfor
vote
to
ply might induce creditors
a further adjournment of the proceedHarry Buxbaum, Phil Baker,
ings without bond, it was suggested Ben Boyar, Sidney Phillips,
in some creditor circles.
David Burns, John Golden and
Will Renew Fight For Loan
terday.
Nat Karson at Sardi's for lunch yesLoan

by

RFC;

If bond is obtained, or a new adjournment won otherwise, it was
stated that Hammons would renew
negotiations with the R. F. C. for the
$450,000 loan and, concurrently, would
begin immediate negotiations with independent producers for a product
supply. Company officials believe an
adjournmnet of four or five weeks is
needed.
The R.F.C.'s action in refusing the
loan was attributed by Grand National officials to representations made by
small creditors of the company that
Grand National had no prospects of
getting product on short notice to offset current operating losses.
Monogram

to Stage

5-Week
Sales Drive
{Continued from page 1)
Hurlbut, Henri Elman, Charles Weiner, Charles Trampe, F. E. Judd, Sol
Francis, Lon Fidler, Howard Stubbins, Carr Scott, George West, John
Franconi and Ed Blumenthal.
Dunlap and Carr will come to New
York for the quarterly directors meeting here Tuesday. On their return,
they will be accompanied by Johnston,
who is expected to spend two months
at the studio.
The drive will coincide with the release of important features on the
Monogram schedule. Among these
are Boris Karloff in "The Fatal
Hour," "The Secret Four," Edgar
Wallace story ; "Chasing Trouble"
with Frankie Darro ; Bela Lugosi in
"The Crime of Dr. Orloff," "Son of
the Navy," "Tomboy" and "Hidden
Enemy."

John Caskey of Dwight, Koegle
& Caskey, and Edward C. Raftery
of O'Brien, Driscoll & Raftery returned to New York last night from
Baltimore.
Walter Huston arrived yesterday
afternoon by plane from Hollywood to
start rehearsals for a Broadway stage
role.
•
Herman Wobber, 20th CenturyFox distribution head, arrived last
night
lines. from the Coast via United Air•

► Newsreel

National
ROBBI
N presiden
HERMA
t, NS,
from
is back
Screen
Miami.
•

Highlighting the new issues of the
newsreels is President Roosevelt's address before the opening session of
Congress. Annual Bowl football games
are prominent in the reels.
MOVIETONE NEWS, No. 34— President
opens Congress. Launch miniature^ biplanes in Miami. Machine
Mummer's
pi^Vein
in Philadelphia.
gun Day
practice
Ernest Emerling of Loew's ad- California. Edison takes office as Secrevertising and publicity department, has
tary of Navy. Al Smith celebrates birthreturned from New Haven where he
day.dential
Senatornomination.
Taft is Lew
candidate
for PresiLehr.
Sugar
met with Loew's-Poli New England Bowl game.
Skiing at Mt. Hood.
managers.
NEWS OF THE DAY, No. 232— Presi•
dent's address before Congress. Hotel
fire
in Minneapolis. Ski jumping in OreFrederick G. Rippingdale, office
gon. Rose, Sugar, Orange Bowl football
manager at M-G-M's Washington exchange, and Blanche Hall of that
PARAMOUNT NEWS, No. 37— Rooserow.
velt's speech opens Congress session.
office celebrate their birthdays tomor- games.
Orange, Cotton, Rose Bowl games.
RKO
PATHE NEWS, No. 49— Roosevelt
•
addresses Congress. Raze Soviet building
World's Fair. Charles Edison sworn
Robert Smeltzer, central district at
in as Navy Secretary. Sugar and Orange
manager for Warners, was in town Bowl football games.
UNIVERSAL NEWSREEL, No. 83&yesterday conferring with Roy President's
message to Congress.
Haines, Eastern and Canadian sales Garner visitsannual
Roosevelt. Edison is new
manager.
Secretary of Navy. Hotel fire in Minne•
apolis. Bathing
suit fashions. Model
Mummer's
Day parade
in Philadelphia.
seaJohn A. Schwalm, manager of the
plane meet in Florida. Orange and Sugar
Northio Rialto, at Hamilton, O., has Bowl football games.
left for an extended stay in Florida on
account of his health.
•
Big Grosses Extend
William F. Rodgers, M-G-M general sales manager, leaves tonight for
Runs on Broadway
Florida.

Leon Netter, Austin C. Keough,
Oscar A. Doob, Carl Leserman, Joseph R. Vogel, John Murphy, Ben
Joel, Art Schmidt, Joe Levy and
Larry Beatus lunched at Dinty
Moore's vesterday.
•

•
Judy Garland and her mother are
en route to New York from the Coast
via Chicago and Milwaukee stopovers.
•
James Cagney will leave Hollywood for New York the latter part
of next week.
•
Errol Flynn left Hollywood yesterday for a two-week vacation at
Boca Raton, Fla.
•

I. Goldsmith, British producer, arrives from Europe Jan. 13 on the
Rex.

Eugene Picker of Loew's and his
family left for Florida yesterday.

E. L. Morrison

Cartoons

Dies;

Ex-Official for Para.
Atlanta, Ga., Jan. 4. — Ernest L.
Morrison, 46, widely known theatre
executive, formerly Southern district
manager for Paramount, died in Demorrow.catur today. Burial will be there toHe had been inactive recently due
to ill health, but formerly worked in
and out of Dallas, New Orleans,
Atlanta, Savannah and Miami. Surviving are wife, daughter, two brothers and two sisters.

Parade.

by

Disney

Win Poll on Shorts
{Continued from page 1)

M-G-M Miniatures and FitzPatrick
travelogues. Warners have three :
Merrie Melodies, Broadwav Brevities
and Melody Masters. RKO and 20th
Century-Fox, the latter with TerryToons, each have one.
The second 10 includes the following: (11) Crime Doesn't Pay series,
M-G-M; (12) Grantland Rice Sportlights, Paramount; (13) Paramount
Headliners ; (14) Three Stooge
Comedies, Columbia; (15) March of
'U' Official's Wife Dies
Time, RKO; (16) Looney Tunes,
Funeral services were held yester- Warners; (17) M-G-M Musical
day for Gussie Machnovitch, wife of Comedies; (18) Popeye the Sailor,
Samuel Machnovitch, treasurer of Paramount; (19) Vitaphone VarieUniversal. Mrs. Machnovitch died
ties, Warners ; (20) Your True Adventure, Warners.
Wednesday night following an operation performed about a month ago.
A separate classification of serials
Her husband and three daughters, resulted in the first award going to
Delay RKO Allowances
Stella, Rae and Mrs. Harold Rubin,
Applications of the Chemical Bank survive.
"The Spider's Web," Columbia serial,
as the biggest money-maker for the
& Trust Co. for an allowance of $34,period from Oct. 1, 1938 to Nov. 1,
375, and its attorneys, Wright, GorCircuit Pays Dividends
don, Zachry & Parlin for $22,500 for
1939.
services in RKO proceedings must
Louisville, Ky., Jan. 4. — StockThe complete tally of the 20 leadawait final action on allowances under
holders of the Fourth Avenue Amuseing groups places M-G-M first with
ment Co. received a divided of 75 seven,
a decision of Federal Judge Bondy
followed by Warners, six ;
handed down yesterday. The Chemi- cents a share, the first paid in nine Paramount, three ; RKO, two ; Cocal Bank & Trust Co. is trustee of years. The company operates a cirlumbia and 20th Century-Fox, one
each.
RKO six per cent gold notes.
cuit in Kentucky and Indiana.

Broadway
first runs
are holdingover
their current
attractions
with
grosses holding up well.
"Gone With the Wind" at the Astor
and the Capitol, and "Gulliver's Travels" at the
Paramount
definite
engagements. are set for in-

"Swanee River," with a stage show,
at the Roxy grossed an estirnated
$70,000 during the first week and will
go three or four weeks.
At the Strand, "Four Wives," with
Abe Lyman's band on the stage, took
an estimated $46,000 for the second
week
ahead offorthea first
gross. to Itgocontinues
third week's
week.
"The Light That Failed" runs until
Jan. 19 at the Rivoli. "The Hunchback of Notre Dame," which ends its
first week at the Music Hall tomorrow, also will be held over.
Wyrick Dies at 81
Dallas. Tex., Jan. 4. — Manfred
Wyrick, 81, assistant engineer at the
Palace theatre until he suffered a
stroke five years ago, is dead.
MOTION
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70%

on

Stays;

'Wind'

Terms

(Continued from page 1)
where it will open Jan. 25. A deal
is .under way for a second Loop house.
")L. situation similar to the one in
CTncago has arisen in Detroit where
the United Detroit Theatres, also a
Paramount affiliate, has failed to agree
on the terms, . and M-G-M is negotiating to open the picture at the Fox
and the Wilson. The Fox is operated
by David Idzal for National Theatres
(Spyros Skouras).
A profit of at least 10 per cent is
guaranteed the exhibitor on extended
engagements provided the theatre
charges the advanced prices which
M-G-M demands and if expenses for
the theatre can be agreed upon. The
rental is 70 per cent for all theatres.
A factor in the picture being sold
away from B. & K. in Chicago was
the circuit's objection to tieing up a
Loop house for a long run and thus
cause a product jam. It is understood B. & K. figured they could make
more on other pictures in their Loop
houses than on "Gone With the Wind"
Front

Page

News

The news-value that has
become attached to "Gone
With the Wind" is illustrated
by the experience of the Loew
circuit. Oscar Doob sent wires
to all movie critics on the circuit announcing the playdates
for the film. Nearly half of
the wires resulted in page
one announcements in at least
25 of the some 40 cities on
the circuit!
at the terms and policy which M-G-M
insisted upon.
M-G-M failed to finalize the deal
with the Woods Theatre in Chicago
for a two-a-day showing, and another
house is being negotiated for. The
Woods had been previously announced
as one of theatres which will open
the picture Jan. 25.
Additional dates set on the picture
are the Apollo, Atlantic City, and the
Palace, Albany, both opening Jan. 25,
three-a-day. On Feb. 2 it will move
from the Palace to the Harmanus
Bleeker Hall.
Loew circuit district managers yesterday attended a conference with Joseph R. Vogel, operator of out of
town theatres, and Oscar A. Doob,
advertising and publicity director, on
the forthcoming runs of "Gone With
the Wind."
Here for the meeting were Harry
Long, Cleveland ; W. A. Finney,
Atlanta ; Mike Cullen, Columbus ;
Carter Barron, Washington ; H. M.
Addison, Boston, and Harry Shaw,
New Haven.
Shaw on Wednesday conducted a
meeting at New Haven on forthcoming New England openings. These
managers attended : Sam Badamo,
New Haven ; Joe Samartino, Meriden ; Joe Anstead, Worcester ; George
Freeman, Springfield ; Lou Cohen,
Hartford ; Morris Rosenthal, Bridgeport, and Ed Fitzpatrick, Waterbury.
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Fight

Picture

The Fighting 69th
( Warners)
A dramatic, action-laden and powerful item of screen fare has been
woven about the World War story of the 69th New York Regiment,
the so-called Irish fighting 69th of song and story.
The story, in effect, has a triple theme — the rejuvenation of a recalcitrant private, who comes through for the regiment at the sacrifice
of his life ; the noble work of the famed Father Duffy, regimental chaplain, one of the most noted in the A.E.F., and the activity of the regiment itself, in carrying out its old and respected tradition. The three
aspects have been skillfully blended, however, into a moving and pulsating unit.
The three star names of top marquee caliber, each doing an exceptionally fine job, are James Cagney as the recruit; Pat O'Brien as
Father Duffy, and George Brent as Major "Wild Bill" Donovan.
Excellent supporting roles in this woman-less cast are handled by Jeffrey Lynn, Alan Hale, Frank McHugh, Dennis Morgan, Dick Foran,
Sammy Cohen.
The direction of William Keighley, from an original screenplay by
Norman Reilly Raine, Fred Niblo, Jr., and Dean Franklin, is always
skillful, whether in the handling of fighting scenes in the front line,
or the calmer dramatic moments as Cagney fights his battle with his
own abject fear.
The 69th is seen at Camp Mills in 1917, with Father Duffy be-

of

Stock

Bernstein
By
Washington, Jan. 4. — Transfer of
7,080 shares of Loew's, Inc., common
stock by David Bernstein, treasurer,
in partial payment of indebtedness,
was the largest single film stock
transaction by officers or directors of
film corporations reported today in the
first November summary of the Securities and Exchange Commission.
The S.E.C. report listed Bernstein
as still holding 22,220 shares of
Loew's common at the close of the
month.
Only a few film stock transactions
were carried in the report, which
showed the acquisition of 100 Columbia Pictures common voting trust
certificates by Abraham Schneider,
treasurer, bringing his holdings to 404
certificates, and the acquisition of 20
shares of Keith- Albee-Orpheum seven
per cent preferred stock by Leon
Goldberg, bringing his holdings to 230
shares.

friending Cagney, troublesome and "tough", and Donovan driving his
men. In France, Cagney suddenly turns yellow under fire, and on
The summary showed that Loew's,
successive occasions, causes the death of several of his fellow soldiers. Boston
Inc., increased
its by
interest
Loew'sof
Theatres
104 in
shares
Only Duffy saves him from transfer. A final slip results in his sentence common during the month, giving it
to death. An artillery barrage blasts open his jail and Duffy gives him a total of 100,307 shares, and that
the alternative of escape or joining his comrades in a suicide attack. Samuel Broidy, Monogram director,
He chooses the latter, saves the day by operating a gun to cut barbed increased his holdings of common
stock by a net acquisition of 700
wire, and is killed saving his sergeant from a grenade explosion.
It is a striking piece of dramatic entertainment. Hal B. Wallis shares, giving him 1,600 shares held
direct and 500 held through Monowas executive producer.
gram Pictures, Inc., together with 11,129 options for common held direct.
Running time, 90 minutes. "G."*
Charles S. Aaronson
A report on Columbia Broadcasting
*"G" denotes general classification.
System showed the disposition by
Leon Levy, Philadelphia, by gift, of
127 shares of Class A and 165 shares
UA-Goldwyn
Fight
N.Y. Critics Awards
of Class B stock, reducing his holdings to 37,723 shares of the former
and 43,102 shares of the latter, and
Wee
Next
Cour
In
k
t
Presented
Sunday
the disposition, also by gift, of 400
United
Artists
attorneys
will
begin
shares of Class B stock by William
The presentation of the annual
awards of the New York Film Critics, preparation today of an application S. Paley, reducing his holdings to
to be held in the Rainbow Room on for an injunction to restrain Samuel 340,126 snares. Paley was listed also
from entering into a dis- as holding 20,530 shares of Class A
Sunday, will be broadcast nationally Goldwyn tribution
contract with Warners and stock directly and 87,980 shares
on an NBC-Blue hookup from 6 :30
to restrain the latter company from through a holding company.
to 7 P.M.
Reports on the holdings of persons
Kate Cameron, as chairman, will distributing Goldwyn's picture, "The
becoming officers or directors of regspeak first. She will be followed by
istered corporations showed that
The application for a temporary inMayor LaGuardia, who will make the
junction will be made in Federal Joseph R. Vogel, held 100 shares of
awards. Samuel Goldwyn, producer Westerner."
court here next week. Issuance of a
Loew's, Inc.,
commonin stock
beof "Wuthering Heights," the winning
coming a director
that when
company,
permanent
injunction, thereafter, will
film, will also be heard before the
program is switched to the Coast. be sought but will be dependent, of and that John J. Burns, New York,
From the NBC Hollywood studios, course, upon the outcome of argu- held 400 shares of Class A Columbia
Vivien Leigh will accept the award
ments with
on theUnited
status Artists.
of Goldwyn's con- Broadcasting System stock when betract
coming a member of its board of
for the best performance by an actress
directors.
and James Stewart will accept the
The law firms of O'Brien, Driscoll
actor's award. Stewart will do the & Raftery and Schwartz & Frohlich
will work jointly with United Artists
bill writing scene from "Mr. Smith on the Goldwyn litigation.
Chicago Luncheon
Goes to Washington."
For Miss Parsons
A spokesman for John Ford, probably Walter Wanger, will accept the UA Stock Omitted
Chicago, Jan. 4. — The luncheon on
director's award, and he will be folMonday for Louella O. Parsons, being
lowed by William Wyler, director of
from page 1) Will staged by the Headline Club of ChiIn (Continued
Fairbanks*
"Wuthering Heights." A scene from
the film, with Merle Oberon, Laurence come from this corporation will go to
cago, will find the majority of Chicago's leading exhibitors present.
Olivier, Geraldine Fitzgerald and the widow.
If the stock is offered for sale it Film exchange officials are also planFlora Robson, will follow, and a stuning to attend and indications are that
dio orchestra will close the program must be offered to United Artists first.
with selections from films produced
The bulk of the estate is left to the the luncheon will be one of the bright
widow and to other members of the spots in Chicago theatre history.
during 1939.
family.
Fire Empties Theatre
To Cut Fair Prices
About 900 patrons were forced to
San Francisco, Jan. 4. — Admission
leave the RKO Academy of Music
late Wednesday night when fire broke for the 1940 Golden Gate International Exposition will be lower than
out in a restaurant of an adjoining
building. Although damage to the last year. It will be reduced from
restaurant was extensive, the theatre 50 to 30 cents, and parking slashed
from 50 to 25 cents.
was unharmed.

Gary Suit Trial Set
Chicago, Jan. 4. — Trial of the Gary
suit against Balaban & Katz, the majors and Warner Theatres has been
docketed for trial in Federal Judge
Holly's court on Jan. 10. Attorneys
today expressed doubt that the trial
will begin on that date.
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History

Networks

Total gross billings for the year for
NBC-Red were $34,982,163, for
CBS $34,539,665 and for NBC-Blue,
r^,262,191, making 1939 the best year
^L- the networks. Mutual, which released its figures earlier this week,
also found this year the most profitable.
CBS was first with gross billings
for December with $3,529,154, a rise
of 39.5 per cent over 1938. NBCRed grossed $3,262,504 for the month,
a rise of 11.4 per cent over last year,
while NBC-Blue grossed $1,017,244,
a rise of 6.1 per cent over last year.
NBC broke all records for the third
consecutive month. The year's billings for the Red gave the web the
largest revenue of any single advertising medium in the world, network
officials said. The combined total
for NBC's two networks was $45,244,354, a rise of 9.1 per cent over
last year.
For the year, CBS rose 26.3 per
cent over last year's gross of $27,345,397. NBC-Red rose 9.9 per cent
over last year's $31,827,548. NBCBlue rose 6.5 per cent over last
year's $10,262,191.
Ticket

Tax

Yields

U.S. $20,500,000
(Continued from page 1)
ment picture distribution activities
eventually and will take over the production of films for the various departments and agencies. It will be
headed by a director at a salary of
$7,500 a year, who will have a staff
of 26 persons.
President Roosevelt's emergency
national defense program, in addition
to the regular defense programs, will
involve an expansion of the Navy's
motion picture service, the budget disclosed.
The supplemental appropriation, to
be acted on by Congress immediately, will provide $40,000 for the motion
picture service which supplies films
to ships and shore stations for entertainment ofthe enlisted personnel, and
for which the Navy appropriation bill
carries $85,000 a year. For the coming fiscal year, $50,000 is to be added
to the regular $85,000.
Motion picture activities of the Department of Agriculture during the
coming year are to be curtailed by a
reduction of its film fund from $78,550 for the current year to $75,240.
The Federal Communications Commission isto be given an increase of
nearly $300,000. to a total of $2,125,000.
Denies

Plea

of U.A.

On Folley Dismissal
Federal Judge Vincent Leibell yesterday denied an application of United
Artists to dismiss the complaint of
Folley Amusement Flolding Corp. in
its anti-trust suit against the majors,
Monogram, Republic and others.
Judge Leibell refused to pass on the
question of jurisdiction, however, until a bill of particulars is filed by the
plaintiff.
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Bill

Brokers

Doubt

Face

Split on Ticket Code
A split in the ranks of
smaller brokers appeared imminent last night as several
indicated that they might accept the ticket code drawn by
the League of New York
Theatres. Gustave A. Gerber,
attorney for Associated Theatre Ticket Agencies, who
stated Wednesday night that
he would bring suit yesterday, declared that he was
withholding the filing of the
suit until next week.

On

Action

Copyright

Enlistment of M.P.T.O.A. members
throughout the country in an organized campaign to oppose passage of
the Neely bill by the House is urged
in the current bulletin of the national
exhibitor organization sent to members yesterday.
The bulletin contains a detailed
analysis and interpretation of the bill
with particular reference to its application to exhibitors. It urges all theatre owners to study the measure and
its effect upon their business, and to
write to their representatives at
Washington voicing their opposition
to the measure.
Committee

Congress
By
Washington, Jan. 4. — Chances for
enactment of copyright legislation this
session were said today to be rather
doubtful because of the controversial
nature of the legislation, the desire to
curtail the session and the lack of
chairmen for both the Senate and
House Patent Committees.
Senator Bone of Washington, head
of the Senate group, is still confined
to his home in Tacoma with a broken
to Take
hip, fractured some weeks ago when
he slipped on a rug. He probably
Various phases of industry opposiwill not come to Washington until
tion to the Neely bill were discussed
Early Neely Action
late in February. Representative Siand considered at the adjourned quarrovich, chairman of the House Comterly meeting of the M.P.P.D.A.
mittee, died last month.
board of directors yesterday. The
Washington, Jan. 4. — Senator
The legislation drafted by the Shotboard also concluded its formal dis- Neely's bill to outlaw block booking well
Committee has been sent to both
cussions of the foreign market situa- was expected today to come up for committees, where it is considered as
tion and adjourned without date.
consideration by the House Commit- proposals for legislation, and has yet
tee on Interstate and Foreign Com- to be traded into bill form.
merce some time next month.
Jackson

to

Press

The committee's calendar calls for
consideration first of pending railroad
legislation, with the block booking bill
Anti-Trust
Drive as the second subject.
No meeting of the committee has
Washington, Jan. 4. — Continuance yet been called, and it is probable that
of the present anti-trust policies of no decision as to the handling of the
the Department of Justice is foreseen
Neely bill will be made until the
here under the leadership of Solicitor measure
is reached, but indications
General Robert H. Jackson, today
are
that
no
action will be taken withnominated as Attorney General to
out exhaustive hearings.
succeed Frank Murphy, simultaneousIf the committee holds hearings on
ly elevated to the place on the Su- the bill, the belief is that it may not
preme Court made vacant by the reach the House until April.
death
of
Associate Justice Pierce
Butler.

Ampa's Neely Fight
Group Sets Meeting
Ampa's committee considering
means of campaigning against the
Neely bill will meet Monday at 1
o'clock at the Hotel Astor. Kenneth
Clark, Hays office publicity director,
will attend.
The committee includes Martin
Starr, chairman ; Lou Pollock, Herb
Berg, Leon Bamberger, Paul Lazarus, Jr., and Eli Sugarman.

As assistant attorney general in
charge of the anti-trust division, in
which position he was succeeded by
Thurman Arnold, and as Solicitor
General, Jackson has been in close
touch with the department's monopoly
campaign and is in full sympathy with
the objectives of the administration.
Since the budget figures for the department, submitted to Congress today, were finally developed after the
promotions of Murphy and Jackson
were practically assured, the maintenance of the anti-trust enforcement
fund at practically its present level
is seen as another indication the current campaign will be continued under
the new Attorney General.

'U' Officials

Leave

Today for Studio
Nate J. Blumberg, Universal president W.
;
A. Scully, vice-president and
general sales manager, and Joseph
H. Seidelman, vice-president and foreign manager, will leave for the
Coast by train today for conferences
with studio heads on next season's
production plans. J. Cheever Cowdin,
board chairman, will leave by plane
tonight to attend the meetings. The
home office executives will be away
about two weeks.

'Lincoln' Trial Ended
Trial of the suit of Robert E.
Sherwood and the Playwrights Producing Co. against 20th Century-Fox
ended yesterday with Supreme Court
Justice Peter B. Schmuck reserving
decision. Plaintiffs claim that the
film "Young Mr. Lincoln" infringes
upon the Sherwood play "Abe Lincoln
in
Illinois" and seek an injunction and
damages.
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GUILFOYLE

Haded
newspapers

by the Associated

Press in 1,200 leading

as one of the best pictures of the year.

in the current issue of Collier's
with a double-spread
Featured

by Life as The Picture of the Week.

smash four-page

Okayed
who

feature article to 3,500,000 readers.
Given

a

break in Look.

by its famous

says he is "proud

author, John Steinbeck,

to be associated

with this very

moving picture."
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Fairbanks

UA

Bankruptcy
For

Stock

to

Looms

Sale Doubted as Terms
Of Will Are Revealed
Douglas Fairbanks' one-fifth stock
interest in United Artists may be disposed of at the discretion of the trustees and executors of his estate, it was
revealed with the admission of Fairbanks' will to probate in Surrogate's
court here on Friday.
Although neither the United Artists stock nor the Elton Corp., Fairbanks' personal holding company
which owns it, is mentioned in the
will, the trustee and executors are authorized through the will to liquidate
any part of Fairbanks' property necessary to set up a $2,000,000 fund out
of which specific bequests are to be
made to the widow and members of
the family after initial bequests totaling $95,000 have been made.
Guaranty Trust Co. is named trustee and that bank and the Bank of
America National Trust & Savings
Association, are executors.
However, an affidavit attached to
the will and signed by Dennis F.
O'Brien, Fairbanks' attorney, discloses that trust funds aggregating
approximately $1,700,000 compromise
a large part of the present estate
and, with real estate and investments
in West Coast studios, may be sufficient to meet the specific bequests
without a sale of the United Artists
stock being necessary.
In that case, ownership of the Elton Corp., and with it the United
Artists stock, will pass to the widow,
(.Continued on page 5)
La

Guardia

Grand

Order

Film

Statement
Today
Mayor La Guardia will have an
important statement today on his
campaign for Eastern film production.
His office made this announcement
Saturday following a conference with
a delegation of American Federation
of Labor union leaders, headed by Sal
J. Scoppa, business manager of Studio
Mechanics Union, Local 52.
The nature of the Mayor's statement was undisclosed. However, it is
believed that La Guardia will reveal
specific progress in efforts to stimulate movie-making in New York City.
It has been unofficially reported that
several major companies are prepared
to cooperate in the plan.

by

JANUARY

TEN

8, 1940

NEELY

BILL

CENTS

SCORED

National

Son,
Won

Widow

YORK, U.S.A., MONDAY,

Creditors

Efforts to reorganize Grand National Pictures ended Friday when
Referee Peter B. Olney, Jr., ordered
liquidation of the company and appointed Harry Fromberg as trustee in
bankruptcy.
Fromberg, who must post a $20,000
bond, takes office immediately with
authority to continue business for five
more days.
Liquidation was ordered during a
meeting of creditors after J. T. Cosman, head of Producers Laboratories,
had withdrawn a $4,000 check which
he had filed earlier in the day as indemnity to allow continuation of the
business.

BY

350

N.Y.

Warners Complete
Picture in England
Warner Bros., the first
American company to resume
production in England since
the start of the war, last
week completed the first of
five scheduled pictures at the
Teddington studio. It is the
"Briggs Family," a story of a
typical English family in war
time.
The Warner home office
points out that it was able
to resume British production
early because it owns and
operates its own studio.

Cosman's attorney charged creditors
with raising too many objections and
with any
the proposed
intention plan.
of causing "trouble"
for
Saul E. Rogers, attorney for the
Quits
company, stated at the meeting that E. Roosevelt
the R.F.C. had rejected the application for a $450,000 loan in a letter
As Network
Leader
which said that the company had not
sufficiently demonstrated that the loan
Elliott Roosevelt, president of
and other funds would enable the comTranscontinental Broadcasting Syspany to operate profitably.
tem, announced over the weekend that
The Creditors' Committee was
he
had
the post and had
polled by Referee Olney and voted withdrawnresigned
as a member of the board
unanimously for liquidation. An at- of directors, as of Dec. 21. Roosevelt
(Continued on page 8)
gave no reason for his resignation and
referred
inquiries to Milton Diamond,
his
attorney.

UNIONS

Labor Council
'Destructive'
Urges

Points Out
Features,

Its Defeat

Vigorous opposition to the Neely
bill was registered Friday by the Central Trades and Labor Council executive board, representing 350 American
Federation of Labor unions in New
York, with a combined membership
of more than 600,000.
The joint statement by Thomas
Murtha, president, and the board declared that the measure would increase
the risk taken by producers, resulting
in a drastic curtailment in the number
of films produced, and the consequent
loss of studio jobs in addition to the
closing of theatres for lack of product.
Also, it was said, the measure would
dustry.
solve none of the problems of the inThelows : full text of the statement fol-

"The Neely bill has been endorsed
by many earnest but misinformed or
misguided people and groups, but organized labor, as represented by the
American Federation of Labor, has
carefully analyzed the bill and finds
that its enactment would cause treFM
Broadcasting
Diamond declared that he had nothmendous injury to thousands of workers in various branches of the great
ing to add but that there might be a
statement early this week disclosing American motion picture industry.
"The measure has been introduced
Ready, FCC
Told Roosevelt's reasons. Rumors of the
Widening of the band for frequency resignation were current for some time ostensibly to prohibit the practice
modulation, permission for regular but officials consistently denied them. known as block booking in the leasing
of motion pictures to theatre owners,
operation instead of on the experiJohn T. Adams, TBS board chair- but the bill, stripped of its camouflage,
man,
declared
that
the
network
was
mental basis as at present and an inis designed to increase tremendously
crease of the power limit for FM sta- "still shooting for the Feb. 1 opening
tions from one to five kilowatts will date." Adams, who is also executive the risks taken by the producing com(Continued on page 5)
be sought at F.C.C. hearings on Feb. vice-president of the Texas State Network, denied a report that he was
28 by station operations interested in
(Continued on page 8)
severing ties with the latter web.
League Acts to Stop
Warner

Delays

Goldwyn

Deal

Pending
U. A. Contract
Study
Hollywood, Jan. 7. — Formal closing of the deal by which Warner
Brothers would distribute Samuel Goldwyn's "The Westerner" will
be deferred
until
status of the producer's contract with
United
Artists
has the
beenlegal
clarified.
It appears certain that preparations for the sale and release of
the picture are being held in abevance. Meanwhile, however, the
statement of a week ago that Warners would distribute "The
Westerner" had not been changed up to Saturday.
Samuel Goldwyn declined to comment on any phase of his contractual relations with either Warner Brothers or United Artists
on his arrival here from the Coast over the week-end. He referred
all inquiries to his attorney, Max D. Steuer, who also said he had
no comment to make.

Bootlegged
Tickets
Efforts to stop the improper supply
of tickets to unaccredited brokers will
be started tomorrow when the enforcement board of the ticket code
meets to hear the first complaints.
The board is composed of four members, two from the League of New
York Theatres and two from Actors
Equity.
The supply of tickets to brokers
who refused to accept the code stopped
on Dec. 27, but the brokers had two
or three weeks' supply on hand at
that time. They will begin to feel
the pinch this week.
The enforcement board has authority to investigate
(Continuedallon violations
page 5) and to
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TERRY RAMSAYE, editor of
Motion Picture Herald, and Mrs.
Ramsaye have left on the Borinqiten
for Puerto Rico.
•
William A. Finney, Atlanta ;
Mike Cullen, Columbus ; Harry
Long, Cleveland ; Carter Barron,
Washington ; H. M. Addison, Boston,
and Harry Shaw, New Haven, all
Loew district managers, have returned to their posts after a home office meeting.
•
Charles Laughton has been commissioned a Lieutenant -Commander
by Governor Rivers of Georgia.
Laughton is on a personal appearance tour in the South.
•
Al Margolies, United Artists publicity manager, left by plane over the
week end for a 10 days' Coast visit
after being delayed a day in his de
parture by bad weather.
•
Joseph D. McElhinney, formerly
20th Century-Fox salesman in Salt
Lake City, is en route to Singapore
where
office. he will manage the company's
•
George O'Brien and Lucille Ball
arrived from the Coast over the weekend. Miss Ball is here on a vacation
while O'Brien and his wife will em
bark on a cruise to South America.
•
Orson Welles flew here over the
week-end to appear in a broadcast
with Helen Hayes and returned immediately tothe Coast.
•
Sid Dannenberg, associated with
Warners in Ohio, has been granted
a leave of absence and will leave within a week for the Coast.
•
Ralph G. Olson, salesman at the
Universal exchange at Des Moines,
and Betty Culp of Leon, la., are to
be married next month.
•
Florence Ehrlich, secretary to
Alan F. Cummings at M-G-M, will
be married Jan. 28 to Reuben EisenSTEIN.
•
Laura Hope Crews, actress, returned to Hollywood yesterday for an
assignment at 20th Century-Fox.
•
Joseph Hummel, Warners' foreign
manager, arrives today in Lima, Peru,
for a tour of the Latin American
market.
•
James Mulvey, Eastern representative for Samuel Goldwyn, arrived
from the Coast over the week end.
S. Charles Einfeld, Warners' advertising and publicity director, is due
Friday from the Coast.
•
Jack Ellis of RKO returns from
Florida today.

SCRATCHES
On Film Can Be Removed Only by
AMERICAN RECONO, INC.
245 W. 55th St.. New York. N. Y.
Negative — Positive
Color Film Rejuvenated

'Wind'

Deals

Deals with three Paramount theatre

U.
So Monotonous!
W. A. Finney, Loew district
manager in Atlanta, tells of
of the excitement in Atlanta
over "Gone With the Wind,"
where
is playing
Grand. itSays
Finney: Loew's
"The reserved seat sale line
started four weeks before the
opening Dec. 15 and has never
been broken for a minute. We
now are in our fourth week
of capacity performances and
selling into the sixth week.
It's really getting monoto-

partners for "Gone With the Wind"
have been set by M-G-M, in contrast
to Balaban & Katz in Chicago and
United Detroit Theatres in Detroit
with whom negotiations have fallen
through.
Contracts with Paramount affiliates
were approved Friday by the home
office as follows : Tri-States, which
will open the picture at the Paramount, Omaha, Jan. 25, and Paramount, Des Moines, Jan. 26; Intermountain for the Paramount, Salt
Lake City, Jan. 29 ; Minnesota 400 See
Goldwyn
Amusement Co. for the Orpheum thenous."
atres in Minnesota and St. Paul, Feb.
2, and the Garrick, Duluth, Feb. 16.
Get Critics' Award
A seventh deal closed Friday was
24.
for the RKO Orpheum, Denver, Jan.
About 400 guests from the film and
All will follow the general policy stage attended the New York Film
of three performances daily, with the
evening show reserved. In Denver Critics' cocktail party at the Rainbow
there will be two shows on Sunday, Room yesterday on the occasion of
both reserved.
the presentation of the annual awards.
Samuel Goldwyn, producer of the
Selznick Offers Prizes
winning the
film,
"Wuthering
Heights,"
received
bronze
plaque emblematic
For Best 'Wind' Letters
Selznick International is offering of the first award.
$200 in prizes to theatre staffs for the
Highlight of the party was a Coastbest letters on presentation of "Gone to-Coast NBC-Blue broadcast with
speakers from Hollywood and New
With the Wind."
A prize of $100 will be given for York. The Hollywood end of the
the best letter from a house manager program was heard over loud speakers in the Rainbow Room. Heard on
on "How I Exhibited 'Gone With the
Wind.' " Other prizes include $50 for the air were Kate Cameron, chairthe best letter on how the picture was
man; Mayor LaGuardia, Goldwyn,
projected; $25 on how ushering prob- Vivien Leigh, James Stewart, Walter
lems were handled and $25 on "How Wanger, William Wyler, Merle
I Assisted the Exhibition" of the pic- Oberon, Laurence Olivier, Geraldine
ture, open to employees who are not Fitzgerald and Flora Robson.
eligible for any of the other prizes.
The letters will be judged solely on
the basis of their value to future ex- Maclntyre in West
hibitions of the film and will become
On RKO
Sales Drive
the property of Selznick International.
Herb Maclntyre, captain of the
Loew's Houses Start
RKO Ned Depinet Sales Drive;
Reserved Seat Sale
Advance ticket sales started yester- Cresson E. Smith, western and southern sales manager, and Harry Cohen,
day, simultaneously with the first
western
district manager, will meet in
newspaper ad, at Loew's theatres out
of town where "Gone With the Wind" Denver tomorrow with J. H. Ashby,
will open Jan. 26. Seats are reserved Denver manager, and his staff. Harry
at $1.10 with loges at $1.65 for all Gittleson, editor of the RKO house
night shows and Sunday matinee at organ, is with the group.
2 p. m. Weekday matinee prices will
The sales heads will go on to Salt
be 75 cents for unreserved seats.
Lake City, Portland, Seattle, San
Francisco and Los Angeles in the interests of the drive.
Tri-States Closes
Omaha
Paramount
Newark
Receives
Omaha, Jan. 7.— Tri-States Theatres closed the 3,000-seat Paramount
Rogers Fund Check
here after 60 days of operation at
Harry H. Buxbaum, 20th Centurywhat District Manager Cummings
Fox branch manager here, has presaid was "a -tremendous loss."
sented acheck for $2,990 to City ComThe house is four blocks from the
missioner Thomas J. McMahon in
city's main business sector and has
Newark
as that city's share of the
been regarded as a white elephant almost from time it opened in 1926. It Will Rogers Memorial Fund contribution to the National Foundation
has been open from 30 to 60 days per
for Infantile Paralysis. The money
year during last five years. Don Allen, manager, has moved back to his will be used by local institutions.
Buxbaum, who was chairman of
post as Omaha manager, and Don the
New York-New Jersey zone in
Shane, substituting for Allen at the
the
Will Rogers Memorial Fund
Omaha, has returned to the Orpheum.
campaign, recently presented a check
for $1,500 to Hoboken institutions.
Ohio Admission Tax

in '39
$1,645
Nets
Columbus,
Jan.,147
7.— Collections
from the Ohio admission tax in 1939
amounted to $1,645,147.57. Theatres
pay the three per cent retail sales tax,
based on gross receipts. During 1939
the picture industry paid the Ohio
censor board $195,083.52.
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Four Firms Chartered
Albany, Jan. 7.— Four theatre
companies have been incorporated
here recently. Thev are: Laka
Amusement Corp., Rochester; Beross
Theatre Corp., Brooklyn: Vaudpix
Corp., Brooklyn, and H. & B. Theatre
Corp., Brooklyn.

S. Tells
Of

Majors

Queries

Stan

Special Assistant Attorney Genera!
Paul Williams stated Friday that com
ferences with attorneys for the majors
had been completed on that day wit|
an exposition of the government's pof
sition in reference to answering inter ogatories ofthe defendants in th^
anti-trust suit.
Williams declared that the govern
ment had made it clear as to how fat
it would go in answering que,^ y
and that it remained for the d«__.ndants to say whether this was satisfactory to them.
In the event that the government
position is acceptable, he said, a stip-J
ulation would be drawn setting if
forth. Refusal to accept by the ma-i
jors, he concluded, would necessitate
a decision by Federal Judge Knox oh
the question.
Monogram
Details

Drive
Are Fixed

Chicago, Jan. 7.— Franchise holders
representing 25 Monogram exchanges
met at the Blackstone Hotel here yesterday and today with a home office
group headed by W. Ray Johnston.]
president, and set details of the com-]
pany's five-week sales drive.
Therundrive,
will
from "March
Feb. 26oftoMonogram,"!
March 30J
Scott
charge
Coast
The
to the
quotas

R. Dunlap, vice-president in
of production, arrived from the
for today's session.
Saturday meeting was devoted
allocation of individual branch
for the drive, based on territorial percentages. Johnston, who presided, pointed out that the companyhas had no drive for more than a
year. Steve Broidy of Boston, Harry
Thomas of New York and John
Mangham of Atlanta outlined plans
already started to stimulate competition in their sales organizations.
Yorke Service Held
A memorial service for Augustus
Yorke, 79, member of the old vaudeville team of Yorke and Adams, who
died Dec. 27 in Hollywood, was held
yesterday at the Midtown Memorial
Chapel. Yorke was the father of
Gabe Yorke.

Morgan Shooting Short
Herb Morgan, in charge of MG-M's short subjects publicity, is in
Ft. Lauderdale, Fla., producing a
hort at Clyde Beatty's lion farm.
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Unions
Join

On

Motion

in Attack

Neely

Bill

"Less Freedom for Exhibitor"
"It is claimed for the Neely bill
that it will correct what is alleged to
be an unhealthy condition, but, as a
matter of fact, the measure seeks to
give to the exhibitor far less freedom
than he now possesses.
"Under the Neely bill the exhibitor
cannot get out from under an agreement to show in his theatre a given
picture. This is in contrast with the
existing situation, which permits the
exhibitor to cancel freely.
"Will Solve No Problems"
"Without this suggested law, it has
been shown conclusively that theatre
owners do have a wide selection. It
has also been demonstrated that every
producing company gets one of its
pictures shown by 5,000 to 9,000 more
theatres than will play some other
picture turned out by the same studio.
Despite all the hue and cry over block
booking, the record shows that there
is the widest variation in the number
of showings of pictures on the annual
list of any studio.
"We of organized labor are interested, naturally, in the welfare of the
wage-earners. That which is destructive of the industry in which they are
employed is destructive of their jobs.
We are going to do everything within
our power to kill this bill, which will
do great damage to a major Ame ican
industry but will solve none of the
serious problems and difficulties of
that industry."
Showmen

Support Neely Bill
Spokane, Wash., Jan. 7.— Eight
local independent exhibitors, meeting
at the call of Howard D. McBride,
member of the board of trustees of the
I.T.O. of the Northwest, went on
record in favor of the Neely bill and
discussed the feasibility of organizing
a local branch of the state organization, affiliated with the Pacific Coast
Conference of Independent Exhibitors.
James Hone, executive secretary of
the I.T.O. N., is expected here for an
organization meeting later this month.
First Run

for State

Columbia's "The Amazing Mr.
Williams" will be first run at Loew's
State the week beginning Jan. 18.
This is one of the few films which
have been given a first run at the
theatre. The vaudeville bill that
week will be headed by Louis Sobol,
Journal- American columnist, and Joe
E. Lewis, comedian.
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(.Continued from page 1)
panies, which are already staggering.
"We have scrutinized the proposal
minutely, and it is our firm conviction
; that, if it is passed by Congress, it
v-ifcLmean a great curtailment in the
i— ^ber of films produced annually by
the American studios. This, in turn,
: will mean the destruction of the jobs
of workers employed in the studio;
■ and, at the same time, the shuttering
of thousands of motion picture theatres for lack of sufficient product,
1 with a consequent loss of employment
to operators and other workers in the
theatres.

Spokane

Picture

Critics

9

Quotes

. .

"THE GREAT VICTOR HERBERT"
A magnificently melodic film . . . Allan Jones makes his comeback
into the spotlight he should have been occupying from the beginning
of his screen career . . . Miss Martin is the surprise of the season. —
Chicago Herald- American.
Victor Herbert's lovely music pervades, like a fragrance, this story
about the great composer ... A sentimental tribute . . . Allan Jones
plays the part for all it's worth — and how he can sing . . . Walter
Connolly is splendid . . . Most cunningly directed. — Chicago Tribune.
Mary Martin's beauty and charm and voice belong to the screen
. . . Allan Jones' voice is fine. — Boston Post.
Don't expect much beyond a pictorially charming production and
an earful of Victor Herbert songs . . . The plot just doesn't matter.
You'll like Mary Martin . . . You should have a nice time. — Boston
Herald.
Mary Martin's pleasing personality and exquisite charm indicate
future success . . . The Herbert melodies couldn't be sung with better
effect than they are in this delightful picture. — Boston Globe.
The choice of Walter Connolly for the title role was an inspired
one . . . His performance is flawless . . . Many tunes sung gloriously
by Allan Jones, Mary Martin and Susanna Foster. — Boston Traveler.
What matters is that there are almost 30 Herbert songs or snatches
thereof . . . There isn't a great deal of Mr. Herbert himself . . .
Suffice it to say that you will enjoy hearing the familiar numbers. —
Boston Transcript.
Melodious Mary Martin and Victor Herbert's superlative score of
the chief assets . . . Her debut picture is another triumph for the
lithe and lovely Mary ... set against a lavish background . . .
Susanna Foster counts herself in as the picture's real find. — Boston
American.
The combination of Victor Herbert's music, of Mary Martin and
Allan Jones results in one of the pleasantest pictures you've seen and
heard in a long time. — Chicago Daily Times.
"THE HUNCHBACK OF NOTRE DAME"
We suspect that when the picture was produced before it must
have been more moving than it is here. Mr. Laughton is obviously
a pathetic character, but you seldom feel it . . . The picture itself
is an expensive, spectacular and throughly gruesome affair. — Chicago
Daily News.
"The Hunchback of Notre Dame'' is Charles Laughton. It is
also Victor Hugo . . . Grips the emotions. The present film is more
than adequate . . . The cast is not only distinguished, but good, and
William Dieterle's direction is another fine feather in a plush cap. —
Chicago Daily Times.
A striking, enormously spectacular costume drama in which Charles
Laughton plays the deformed bellringer with force and power. — N. Y.
World-Telegram.
RKO has made a spectacular drama of "The Hunchback of Notre
Dame" . . . The script is not completely satisfactory . . . Charles
Laughton gives another of his vivid characterizations. — N. Y. Sun.
RKO's remake of "The Hunchback of Notre Dame" is decidely
impressive on the pictorial side . . . Lavishly produced . . . Charles
Laughton features a properly horrendous makeup, but the film revolves itself into a stately and handsome pageant. — N. Y. Journal
and American.
A grotesquerie of considerable fascination, little conviction and a
number of fresh slants . . . The picture is at once impressive and
ludicrous ... It will arouse more interest than feeling. — N. Y. Post.
Has tremendous dimensions ... It is a constant feast for the eyes,
and once in a while it makes the hair stand on end . . . When it
comes to the deeper emotions, the photoplay seems to have a cold
quality. — Philadelphia Public Ledger.
An artistic and ingenious achievement in motion pictures . . .
Charles Laughton is superb ... It is a picture that will make you
gasp and shudder. — Philadelphia Daily News.
More than an elaborate, handsome, $2,000,000 spectacle . . . The
film discovers a serious, thoughtful study of social and economic
France of the 15th Century . . . Laughton's performance is a masterpiece in the grotesque. — Philadelphia Record.
A really colossal production. But one still feels that Charles
Laughton might be better employed . . . Lon Chaney may rest easy.
— Philadelphia Bulletin.
Generally Laughton's performance is a matter of magnificent and
terrible makeup, seldom impressing one with the horror of a human's
soul having been trapped in a monstrous body. — Philadelphia Inquirer.
A more spectacular remake of an old horror film . . . Charles
Laughton's contribution is one of his best performances. — Time.
Compared with the elementary horrifies of the Lon Chaney film,
this Charles Laughton successor is a postgraduate exercise in the
macabre . . . For the sensation-seeker, the film is a high-powered jolt
of cinema hocus-pocus. — Newsweek.

Stock

to

Widow

UA
Son,

Looms

(Continued from page 1)
Sylvia Fairbanks, and Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., in equal proportions.
The will, dated Nov. 2, 1936, authorizes the trustee and executors
to form a corporation, if they so desire, and transfer to it all property
and trusts of the deceased, then issue
to beneficiaries their proportionate
shares of its stock. "In this way,"
the will states, "the sale of any of
such properties at an inopportune time
may$10,000
be prevented."
to Actors Relief Fund
Initial bequests are made to the following:Motion Picture Actors Relief
Fund, $10,000; Charles L. Lewis, Los
Angeles, "friend and employe," $10,000; Mrs. Adelaide Crombie, Los Angeles, acousin, $37,500, in trust, and
Kenneth Davenport, Hollywood, $37,500 in trust.
Thereafter, the will directs the establishment of the $2,000,000 fund
from the residual estate, of which
one-half, but not to exceed $1,000,000, is left to the widow ; twelve-fortieths, but not to exceed $600,000, is
left to Douglas Fairbanks, Jr. ; twofortieths, not to exceed $100,000, to
Robert Fairbanks, a brother, and onefortieth, not to exceed $50,000, to
Norris Wilcox, a brother.
Son and Nieces Get Bequests
Also one-fortieth shares, each not
to- exceed $50,000, are left in trust
to Flobelle Burden, Mary Margaret
Chappellet, Letitia Fairbanks and Lucille Fairbanks, nieces. One-fortieth,
not to exceed $50,000, is left to Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., for distribution to
persons in amounts designated in a
private letter accompanying the will.
All remaining property is to go to
the widow and Douglas Fairbanks,
Jr., in proportions of one-half to each.
League

Acts

to Stop

Bootlegged
Tickets
(.Continued from page 1)
try cases involving ticket sellers or
brokers. It may hold trials of producers only
uponthetheright
latter's
consent.
Producers
have
to ask
for a
trial before an impartial trial board
composed of one member each from
the League and Equity and one neutral member.
Up to Friday, when the enforcement board meeting was set, the three
largest brokers and six of the smaller
agencies had signed the code.

Dismiss Kibbey Charges
Montreal, Jan. 7.— Charges of
theft and forgery against Charles E.
Kibbey, accountant for Consolidated
Theatres, Ltd., were dismissed at a
preliminary hearing Friday. Company counsel informed the court the
prosecution had no evidence.
Hold Rites for Davis
Pittsburgh, Jan. 7— Funeral services were held on Friday for Harry
Davis, pioneer exhibitor, who died
Tuesday after a 12-year illness. Davis
opened the first film theatre, the
Nickelodeon, about 35 years ago here.
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'His Girl
(Columbia)

Friday"

The hit play of a few years back, "The Front Page," by Ben Hecht
and Charles MacArthur, which later was transferred successfully to
the screen, here returns again as a film, but this time revamped so that
a woman may play the role of the unquenchable newspaper reporter,
Hildy Johnson.
The result, with Rosalind Russell as "Hildegarde" Johnson, is a racy,
action-plus yarn, a bit spicy as to occasional bits of dialogue, but first
rate, fast paced entertainment, where the laughs plug the spots where
the action lets up. Cary Grant plays the double-crossing, quick-thinking managing editor, only this time, instead of merely wanting to
hang on to a good reporter, he also wants to marry her, as she returns from her divorce-vacation.
Joel McCrea's illness has caused
Miss
Russell does a splendid job as Hildy, combining the dynamic
postponement in shooting of RKO's
"The Primrose Path." Another film excitement which is the main characteristic of the role, with a cacasualty is Gary Cooper, who had a
pable dramatic performance. No less expert is the Walter Burns of
leg injured on location and is resting
now in his Hollywood home.
Grant. Charles Lederer, in his screenplay, virtually retained the play's
plot intact, as well as the greater part of its dialogue, merely altering
it to provide the romantic element and changing such other portions
Universal is starting "Black Fribecame necessary
a femininein "Hildy."
horrorBela
storyLugosi.
starringArthur
Boris as Contributing
markedforassistance
support are Ralph Bellamy as the
Karloffday,"and
Lubin is directing and Burt Kelly "Mister Milktoast" type of insurance man whom Miss Russell plans
producing. Others scheduled to start to marry ; Gene Lockhart as the politician-sheriff ; John Qualen as the
soon at the valley lot are : "House of murderer, Earl Williams ; Helen Mack as Williams' girl, and Billy
Seven Gables," with Joe May direct- Gilbert as the bearer of the governor's reprieve.
ing, and the next Deanna Durbin
Howard Hawks, who directed, maintained all the pace and speed
vehicle, "It Happened in Kaloha," in which always characterized the play.
which Kay Francis and Louis Howard have featured roles.
Running time, 92 minutes. "A."
Charles S. Aaronson
Hollywood, Jan. 7. — Marlene
Dietrich has made an album of six
recordings, including the highlight
songs of her film career, up to and
including Universal's "Destry Rides
Again," for Decca. The album will
be placed on sale in February or
March. Decca has also waxed six
songs sung by little Gloria Jean,
Universal's starlet.

Walter Wanger has engaged
James Hilton, noted British author,
to join Charles Bennet and Joan
Harrison on the screen-play of Vincent Sheean's "Personal History."
Alfred Hitchcock, who is to direct,
is guiding the script work. . . .
Ralph Morgan has been cast for a
featured role in M-G-M's Eddie Cantor vehicle, "Forty Little Mothers."
. . . Ed Goodnow, New York theatre
director and stage manager for "Our
Town," has been signed by Sol Lesser as technical adviser on the picturization of the drama. . . . Lois
Hall, stage actress, is being tested
for a leading role in the film. . . .
M-G-M has purchased "Whitechapel,"
original story of the London slums
of 1888 by Leo Birinski and Kurt
Siodmak.
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*"A" denotes adult entertainment.

The Shop Around the Corner
(M-G-M)
Hollywood, Jan. 7. — M-G-M's "The Shop Around the Corner," directed and produced by Ernst Lubitsch, is a light comedy laid in Budapest, charmingly and refreshingly told and enacted by James Stewart
and Margaret Sullavan.
Some time ago, Lubitsch purchased a Hungarian play by Nickolaus
Laszlo and waited for the opportunity to cast Stewart and Miss Sullavan. Samson Raphaelson wrote the screen play. After weeks of fine
production technique which marks Lubitsch productions, the producerdirector had his faith in the vehicle vindicated by a preview audience
which gave all indications of enjoying its 97 minutes thoroughly.
Stewart, whose recent roles have gained wide acclaim, is chief clerk
in a Budapest shop and carries on a romance through letters with a
girl whom he has never seen and who has never seen him. Both
fall in love through the correspondence. A new girl is hired by Frank
Morgan, proprietor, and she and the clerk constantly battle. He discovers that she is his sweetheart, and in the climax, which comes after
Museum
to Show
the proprietor discovers that another employe is the inamorato of his
Foreign Pictures wife, he breaks the news to her.
The Museum of Modern Art Film
Of the supporting players, Morgan, Felix Bressart as a kindly, fathLibrary plans a new series of 10
erly clerk, Joseph Schildkraut, as the paramour, and William Tracy, as
programs of French, German and the adolescent errand boy with ideas of grandeur, are standouts.
Russian films, daily, beginning today
Running time, 97 minutes.
"G."*
Vance King
and continuing indefinitely.
The Library will show a special
program of color films on Jan. 15, 16
TevycT
and 17. The films are an Edison film
(Maymon Films)
of 1905, "La Caverne Infernale,"
This well-produced film is drawing big houses at the Continental
1905 ; Douglas Fairbanks in "The
Black Pirate," 1926, and a color studio Theatre on Broadway where Yiddish patrons indicate by their reaction
test of Katharine Hepburn, 1936.
that they find it entirely satisfactory. Maurice Schwartz, director of
the Yiddish Art Theatre, wrote the script, directed and acted the
title role.
'Dollar' Club Profits
Based on Sholem Aleichem's folk tale of Tevya the Dairyman, the
film is successful in reproducing the atmosphere and -spirit of rural
During 1939, Loew circuit's
"Dollar Club" idea is credlife in the Ukraine of old Russia. Schwartz is an expert screen player
ited with $46,000 extra busiand has capable support, especially in the appealing personality of
ness through special ticketMiriam Riselle.
selling efforts by managers
The story deals humanly with a simple head of a family, his joys and
for regular shows. The 1938
sorrows, his philosophy under oppression and his reactions to the imtotal was $16,000. In the New
York metropolitan circuit, 69
pacts of life. The picture has a heart-warming quality throughout
and the virtue of good acting. Henry Ziskin was the producer. The
out of 70 managers participated in the extra effort
music is by Sholem Secunda.
English titles are provided.
which entitled them to speRunning time, 99 minutes. "G."*
Alfred Finestone
cial mention.

*"G" denotes general classification.

Reels

on

All
War

By PHILIP de SCHAAP
Amsterdam, Dec. 12 (By Mail). —
The Dutch Motion Picture Federation has appointed a special committee to preview all newsreels before
they
to the National Cen>»"*:
Boardareforsent
examination.
The Federation, ordering that ail
reels be handled with regard to titles,
dialogue and the like in Holland,
bans all reels which may cause confusion or raise problems because of
their war content. As a result of the
plan, in which
distributors generally
are cooperating, the Government
is leaving the matter largely in the
hands of the Federation.
Distributors of foreign product
here have a sufficient supply on hand
for some time. American films form
60 per cent of the total imports,
while France imports 15 per cent and
Germany also 15 per cent. The German figure compares with 50 per cent
before 1933. The Federation has requested that its members not destroy
old prints, not because of a threatened
lack of new product, but because of
the value of the celluloid.
Traveling film houses have been
used extensively for performances for
the army. During November, 350
performances were given for more
than 75,000 soldiers.
"It's in the Air," English production starring George Formby, recently concluded a run of 28 weeks at
The Hague. The film has been held
over in every Dutch town it has
played,
and was the most important
hit of 1939.
On Jan. 1, 1939, there were 350
film houses in Holland, 17 more than
on Jan. 1, 1937. Seven cities have
98 theatres, led by Amsterdam, with
36 and The Hague with 23. There is
one theatre in the country for every
24,500 inhabitants. The 350 theatres
have
a total seating capacity of 180,279 seats.
Heads

Boston

Operators

Boston,
Jan. elected
7. — Thad
C. Barrows has been
president
of
Moving Picture Operators Union,
Local 182, for the twenty-fourth year.
Bernard McGaffigan was chosen vicepresident ; Albert Moulton financial
secretary, Joseph Rose treasurer and
James Burke business manager. Joseph Nuzzolo, John Diehl and Louis
Pirovano were named to the executive board.

Ampa Transfusion
Ampa members in this morning's mail will receive formal
c^rds reading: "You are cordially invited to attend a
blood transfusion." But it is
nothing to be alarmed about.
It is just a teaser campaign
on the part of new members
who will conduct next Thursday's meeting at Stouffer's
Restaurant.
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$65,000

Films

Back;

Election Ruled Illegal
Anniston, Ala., Jan. 7. — Back in
the Fall of 1935 Anniston's picture
shows operated a few months on Sundays under provision of the Wellborn
bill passed in the 1935 Legislature.
After an election in December of that
year the shows were closed on Sundays.
Now they have just reonened under
provisions of a decree handed down
by C'rcuit Judge R. B. Carr, in a
declaratory judgment suit brought
against the city of Anniston by the
companyhouses.
operating the city's three
picture
The decree was a ruling that the
December, 1935, election was invalid
because the ordinance calling the election was not properly passed by the
City Council.
Local 650 Elects
Local 650 of the Operators Union
in Westchester County has elected
officers as follows : Arthur Martens,
president ; Irving A. Weiss, first vicepresident; Anthony Dente, second
vice-president ; Irving Brickman, third
vice-president ; Richard S. Hayes,
business manager ; Albert E. Bell,
trustee ; George B. Alley, trustee ;
Fred Thome, financial secretary-treasurer ;Emil Smith, recording and corresponding secretary, and Lawrence
Sabatino, press secretary.
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Sweeps

Los Angeles, Jan. 7.— "Gone With
the Wind" smashed all house records with a total of $65,000 at the
Carthay Circle and United Artists,
with $30,000 at the former and
$35,000 at the latter. "The Hunchback of Notre Dame" was very
strong, with $19,500 at the Hillstreet
and $15,600 at the Pantages. "Of
ver's
Mice and Men" and "Gulli
were standout attracalso
ls"
Trave
tions.
Estimated takings for the week ending Jan. 3 :
"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
CARTHAY CIRCLE — (1,518) (75c-$1.50), 7
days. Gross: $30,000. )(Average, $17,000)
"Swanee River" (ZOth-Fox
"City of Chance" (ZOth-Fox) 7 days. Gross:
CHINESE— (2,500) (30c-75c)
$15,000. (Average, $12,500)
"Of Mice and Men" (U. A.)
4 STAR— (900) (40c-55c) 7 days. 2nd week.
Gross : $8,800. (Average, $3,250)
"Hunchback of Notre Dame" (RKO)
HILLSTREET— (2,700) (30c-65c) 7 days.
Gross: $19,500. (Average, $6,500)
"Swanee River" (ZOth-Fox)
"City of Chance" (ZOth-Fox)
LOEWS STATE— (2,500) (30c-75c) 7 days.
Gross: $17,600. (Average, $14,000)
"Hunchback of Notre Dame" (RKO)
PANTAGES— (2,000) (30c -65c) 7 days.
Gross: $15,600. (Average. $7,000)
"Gulliver's Travels" (Para.)
PARAMOUNT— (3,595) (30c-65c) 7 days.
2nd week. Stage: F. & M. revue, Leni
Lynn, Rube Wolf and his orchestra. Gross:
$26,000. (Average, $18,000)
"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
UNITED ARTISTS— (2,100) (75c-$1.50) 7
days. Gross: $35,000.
"Invisible Stripes" (W. B.)
"Little Accident" (Univ.)
WARNER
BROS. (HOLLYWOOD)—
(3,000) (30c-65c) 7 days. Gross: $10,500.
(Average, $14,000)
"Invisible Stripes" (W. B.)
"Little Accident" (Univ.)
WARNER BROS. (DOWNTOWN) '3,400) (30c-65c) 7 days. Gross: $13,500.
(Average. $12,000)
Sunday

Picture

Plan

Cincinnati House

Denver

Leases Denver House

Cincinnati, Jan. 7. — Plans for the
$75,000 theatre, to be known as the
Times, being built on the downtown
site of the recently-razed old TimesStar building, have b.een filed. The
700-seat house has been leased by
Gifts, Inc., of which Isaac and Abe
Libson are the heads.

Denver, Jan. 7. — Glenn Miller, formerly operating the Rex at Brighton,
Col., has leased the Plaza here from
David Cockrill. Cockrill still operates the Denham, first run, and the
Alpine.

Takes Carolina Theatre
Lumberton, N. C, Jan. 7.— The
Carolina here will be operated by
North Carolina Theatres, Inc., under
terms of a 10-year contract. The
house will be closed for remodeling.

Kannapolis, N. C, Jan. 7. — The
Colonial here will be completely remodeled during the coming Spring or
early Summer, according to Sam
Trincher, general manager.

Remodel at Kannapolis

Big Oklahoma House
Bartlesville,
Okla., Jan. 7. — The
Dismantle Kentucky Theatre
Berryman Brothers theatre interest in
St. Louis, Jan. 7. — The Savoy, a here has been sold to the Griffith
366-seater, one of the Crescent Amusement Co. of Oklahoma City.
Amusement Co. circuit in Princeton, The theaters included in the deal are
Ky., is being dismantled.
the Odeon, the Lyric and the Rex.
Dan Terrell Resigns
Washington, D. C, Jan. 7.— Dan
Terrell, publicity man for Warners
here, has left to take charge of publicity for American University.

in

Reopens in Rodeo, Cal.
Rodeo, Cal., Jan. 7. — The Rio has
been reopened by Cecil E. Pace, after
extensive alterations.

Sells California House
Change House Policy
Monterey, Cal., Jan. 7. — T. A.
Alta, la., Jan. 7. — The Roxy policy Work
has sold the Monterey to the
has been changed to two changes a
week instead of three, programs to Monterey Theatre Co., a corporations. tion, which plans extensive alterachange on Thursdays and Sundays.

With

$15,000

Denver, Jan. 7. — "Hunchback of
Notre Dame" packed the Orpheum to
Fox) $15,000. "Swanee River" took
draw
$11,000 at the Denver.
Estimated takings for the week encL
ing Jan. 3 :
i ■

at Night"
ng Happens
"Everythi
ALADDIN—
(1,400) (25c-40c)
7 days(ZOtfi"-"'
2nd
week.
Gross: $3,500.
(Average, $3,500)
"Judge Hardy
and Son"
"Mexican
Spitfire"
(RKO)(M-G-M)
BROADWAY— (1,040) (25c-35c-40c) 7
days, 2nd week. Gross: $2,000. (Average,
"Swanee River" (20th-Fox)
$2,500)
DENVER— (2,525) (25c-35c-40c) 7 days.
Gross: $11,000.
(Average, $9,000)
"Hunchback of Notre Dame" (RKO)
ORPHEUM— (2,600) (25c-35c-40c) 7 days.
Gross: $15,000.
(Average, $9,000)
"Cisco Kid and the Lady" (20th-Fox)
"Call a Messenger" (Univ.)
PARAMOUNT— (2,200) (25c-40c) 7 days.
Gross: $5,000.
(Average, $3,500)
"Housekeeper's Daughter" (U. A.)
"Man From Montreal" (Univ.)
RIALTO
— (878) Gross:
(25c-40c)$2,000.
7 days, (Average,
"Daughter" 3rd week.
$1,750)
Canadian
Sets

Society
License

Fees

Toronto, Jan. 7.— The fees to be
paid by theatres to the Canadian PerRight Society
for 1940
licensesforming
are based
on seating
capacity
as follows: 15 cents per seat for 1,600
Told
Ready, FCC
seats and over ; 12 cents for theatres
(Continued from page 1)
having 801 to 1,599 seats, and 10
the new type of broadcasting method.
cents per seat for 800 and under.
A committee of nine was elected
FCC
Modifies
Rule
Special provision is made for theatres
over the week-end to draw up plans
of not more than 800 seats operating
for an incorporated organization simiOn Air Recordings not more than three days each week,
lar in structure to the Independent
Washington, Jan. 7. — Rules for for which the license charge is 5 cents
Radio Network Affiliates, Inc.
the
announcement of the use of me- per seat. A minimum of $10 has
Seventy-five representatives of 47
chanical records were modified by the been fixed by the society for any liradio organizations met in the Ritz
F.C.C.
today
to provide that such cense.
Tower Friday and Saturday to formuThe Society will sponsor for the
may be made at 30late plans for the presentation of testi- announcements
minute intervals instead of 15 as at third year a musical competition for
mony at the F.C.C. hearings.
Canadian composers to encourage
The meeting was of the opinion that present. In the case of continuous music
in the Dominion, the first prize
recorded
programs
of
greater
length
FM broadcasting is sufficiently estab30
minutes,
the
rule
may
be
being:
a $750 scholarship. Seventylished to permit regular programs. At than
waived.
five have competed in the past two
present FM is limited to five bands.
The announcement must describe
the type of mechanical record used
Bankruptcy
Order
whether a transcription or phonoyears.
Midwestern
Critics
For Grand National
graph record.
(Continued from page 1)
To See 'Mice' Tonight
Head
tempt was made by Leon Bergere to Rebuke CBC
Ike Libson, RKO circuit operator
secure a further postponement with a
at
Cincinnati, will be host tonight to
For
Union
Circular
declaration that he had a plan which
film
critics from his own and neighwould provide for payment to crediMontreal, Jan. 7. — A rebuke for
tors and for a new application to the Gladstone Murray, general manager
boring cities to view "Of Mice and
at the Palace, Cincinnati.
R.F.C. Creditors, however, vetoed of the Canadian Broadcasting Corp. Men"
Monroe
Greenthal, United Artists
this request.
is seen in the attitude of Prime Min- exploitation manager, and Burgess
Referee Olney ordered a new hearister Mackenzie King toward the re- Meredith, will leave from here by
cent circular warning CBC employes
ing for Jan. 19 at 2 P. M. and replane today to attend the overnight
quested the trustee to report back to against union activities.
affair. Critics from Cincinnati, Columhim on that day. Officers of Grand
King expressed surprise that such
bus, Cleveland, Dayton and Louisville
National will be examined at that
circular was issued. He said, "It will attend.
time under the rules of the Bank- acertainly
did not reflect the attitude
of the Federal Government toward
ruptcy Act.
trades unions or the organization of Philadelphia Adds
Mayer Has War Film
workers,
or wartime."
To Censor Board
He asked either
more in
timepeace
to study
the text
"Lights Out in Europe" is being before further comment.
prepared for distribution, according to
Philadelphia, Jan. 7. — Mayor R.
Peter Mayer, associate producer, who
E. Lamberton appointed three nonhas just returned from Europe. MayTemplet on Honored
salaried members to the board of theer produced the picture in Poland,
Alec Templeton, blind pianist, was
atre control over the week-end. The
England and France with Herbert guest of honor at a cocktail party board will supervise legitimate stage
Kline, producer of a similar film, tendered by NBC Friday night at the plays in the city. Henry S. Richard"Crisis." Running about 90 minutes, Waldorf-Astoria. For the next five
son, city statistician, who served as
the film concerns the war and events weeks, his programs will originate in theatre censor during previous adminstudios here.
immediately preceding it.
istrations, will head the board.
FM

Broadcasting

Manages Columbus House
Columbus, O., Jan. 7. — Saxon J.
McRay, who since 1925 has been usher and projectionist at the Empress,
neighborhood subsequent run, has
been appointed manager of the house.
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The first labor board election for
designation of a collective bargaining
agency by theatre managers and assistants, will take place tomorrow for
the Endicott Circuit (Nelson & Renner).
Balloting will take place at the offices of the New York State Labor
Relations Board between 9 and 10
tk. M. At the same time, ushers,
Hishiers, doormen and matrons employed by the circuit also will vote.
Both ballots will ask whether the
employes involved wish to be represented by the Motion Picture Division
of the Theatrical Managers, Agents
and Treasurers Union and will call
for a "yes' or no" answer. Only employes who were on the payroll on
Aug. 17 will be permitted to vote.
The T.M.A.T. called a strike at
that time because of the alleged refusal of the circuit to bargain collectively with the union. Officially,
the strike still exists, although there
is no picketing.
Although the I.A.T.S.E. has a local
covering ushers, cashiers, doormen
and matrons, its name will not appear on the ballot. The Board has
taken the position that the I.A.T.S.E.
did not petition for designation and
therefore has no standing.
When the strike was called, the
ushers and others struck in sympathy
with the managers. At that time, it
was understood that the T.M.A.T.
would turn over these employes to
the I. A. However, a subsequent
dispute arose between the two unions
on the question of jurisdiction over
boxoffice men in the legitimate stage
field, and the T.M.A.T. is now claiming the ushers. The T.M.A.T. bases
its claim on the fact that its A. F.
of L. charter grants it jurisdiction
over "front of the house" employes.
The S.L.R.B. created a precedent
in this case several weeks ago when
it decided that the circuit should be
polled as a unit despite the fact that
the various theatres in the circuit are
owned by different interests.
Auditors, Checkers
Hear Metro Chiefs
How M-G-M's 1,100 checkers in the
field, composing the largest organization of its kind in the business, will
handle the accounting of "Gone With
the Wind" engagements was discussed
at a four-day meeting of company auditors and checking supervisors which
closed here Friday.
The collecting of booking statistics
for the legal department in connection
with the Government anti-trust suit
increased the work of the exchange
operations department in the last year
and will continue to do so, it was said
at the meeting.
Checking department representatives attended the annual auditors'
meeting for the first time, with maintenance representatives also present.
The meeting was under the direction of Alan F. Cummings, manager
of exchange operations, with C. K.
Stern, assistant treasurer ; Harold T.
Cleary of the Loew Theatre accounting department and Charles E. Quick
of the M-G-M accounting department
conducting various sessions.
William F. Rodgers, general sales
manager, and Division Managers T. J.
Connors and E. M. Saunders spoke
on sales matters.

Chamber of Commerce
Aids Metro Screenings
Omaha, Jan. 7. — The Chamber of
Commerce of Spencer, la., is cooperating with M-G-M in sponsoring four
trade screenings for exhibitors from
the surrounding territory. The organization will give a luncheon for
visiting exhibitors while members'
wives will entertain exhibitors' wives
at tea. Homer L. Lambert, district
exploiteer for M-G-M, and Harry L.
Sumow, Omaha branch manager, arranged the tieup.
Detroit Cripples See
'Gulliver' in Tieup
Detroit, Jan. 7.— All crippled and
hospitalized children in Detroit and

Wire-Haired Puppies
Used to Sell 'Thin Man'
Des Moines, Jan. 7. — Pioneer Theatre Corp. recently tried a new stunt
in showing "Another Thin Man" in
nine theatres of the circuit. In a tieup with the newspapers of each of the
towns, they obtained nine pedigreed
wire-haired puppies. Each puppy was
named "Asta" and was displayed in
the lobby of each theatre during the
week the picture was shown. Each
patron was asked to select a middle
and last name for the dog. The person
offering the best names won the dog.
69th Regiment Dinner

To View 'Fighting 69th'
Warners' "The Fighting -69th" will
be shown at a dinner celebration on
vicinity saw "Gulliver's Travels" Jan. 24 at the Waldorf-Astoria, markthrough a tieup by the Michigan Theing the anniversary of the entrance
atre with the Detroit News Sunshine
Club and the local Variety Club. into the front lines in January, 1918,
Special portable equipment was used. of the Rainbow Division, A.E.F., of
The theatre played host to about 2,- which the 69th was a part, as the
700 underprivileged children, with the 165th Infantry. Col. William P. Donovan, war-time commander of the
cooperation of various community or69th, will be among the governmental
ganizations.
military and civic leaders who will
attend as guests.
Bookmarkers Are Used
To Exploit "Hunchback"
Milwaukee, Jan. 7. — Bookmarkers
with a reading list suggested by the
Milwaukee Public Library on one
side, were used by Harry MacDonald,
manager of the Warner here, to plug
"The Hunchback of Notre Dame."
Markers advertised the picture and
starting date and were distributed at
library branches.

Wedding Dress Display
Helps 'Wives' in Frisco
San Francisco, Jan. 7.— Advance
ballyhoo for the showing of Warners
"Four Wives," at the Fox here, included ashowing of four original wedding gowns, worn in the film, in the
main display windows of four leading
downtown department stores.

Radio Giveaway
Is 'Gulliver* Plug
Kansas City, Jan. 7.— For "Gulliver's Travels" at the Newman here,
Jerry Zigmond, manager, arranged a
giveaway of five Gulliver radios
through Stewart- Warner. The sets,
on display in the lobby, were given to
winners of a contest for the best letter

Store Space Aids Sale
Of 'Gulliver's Travels'
Pittsburgh, Jan. 7. — Robert L.
Clark, local Paramount exploitation
manager, promoted space in a large
three-sided window of Gimbel's Department Store here for an animated

and talking display on "Gulliver's
Travels," featuring rubber and papier
on "Why I Liked the Picture, 'Gul- mache models. Manager Charles
liver's Travels,' " and on "Why I Kurtzmann of Loew's Penn and
Would Like to Have a Gulliver Joseph Feldman, publicity director
here
for Warner Theatres, assisted in
the tieup.
'Indian
Radio." Braves' Sell
'Allegheny' in Albany
Philadelnhia Houses
Albany, Jan. 7. — Dispatching ballyhoo men, dressed and painted in InWeigh Use of Games
dian costumes with appropriate theaPhiladelphia, Jan. 7.— Local extre credit tags, through the street
hibitors, assured that state authorities
crowds and into night clubs, gave
will not molest them in regard games,
Larry Cowan, manager of Fabian's are considering means of getting
Grand, a plug for "Allegheny Upris- around the decision handed down last
year by Judge Harry S. McDevitt
banning the games on the ground that
Tower Replica Aids
'London' in Frisco
they are violations of the state's
acts.
ing."
San Francisco, Jan. 7. — The entire gambling
Russell Schockley, Chief Deputy
front of the Warfield, a Fox West
Coast house, was transformed into a Attorney General, ruled that there is
no specific legislation in Pennsylvania
replica of the original tower of Lon- statute books regarding games. He
don for the showing of Universal's
"The question hinges on whether
"Tower of London." The display, said
which drew big crowds, was conceived local authorities think such enterby Exploiteer Graham Kislingbury.
prises violate the state's general
With thelaws."
current change of city adgambling
Confetti Bombing Used
ministration, independent exhibitor^
will seek a new interpretation of the
For 'Lion Has Wings'
Toronto, Jan. 7. — Brantford was law to set aside the McDevitt debombed with "confetti" from a raiding cision.
airplane as a stunt for the showing of
"The Lion Has Wings" at the Capitol
CBS Pays Off $200,000
in that city. Manager A. E. Moule
secured the cooperation of the Brant
CBS has repaid $200,000 in bankFlying Club with the help of a few loans in 1939. This amount represents
passes in having a club machine scat- one-fifth of a $1,000,000 5-year loan
ter 10,000 leaflets over the business agreement made last year when CBS
acquired the American Recording Co.
section of the city.

A the
FULL-HOUR
variety show
over
combined networks
of NBC,
CBS and Mutual will be broadcast
Saturday, Jan. 20, for the benefit of
the National Foundation for Infantile
Paralysis campaign at 11 P. M. Eddie Cantor will be master of cereScheduled to appear are Connie
Boswell, Meredith Wilson, Mickey
Rooney, Bob Hope, Rudy Vallee,
Burns & Allen, Frances Langford,
Bob Burns, Frank Parker, Fanny
Brice, Bing Crosby, Fibber McGee &
Molly, Kenny Baker, Jack Benny,
Mary Livingstone, Rochester and
Sidney H. Fields.
▼
NBC has discontinued its mimeographed Daily News Report and will
substitute a printed one-page NBC
Daily News, starting today.
V
Campbell Soup Co. has changed
Lanny Ross' song program from
three-times weekly to a Monday
through Friday schedule. The time
has been shifted from 11 A. M. to
2 P. M. with 52 CBS stations used.
V
The arrival of the 25,OO0,OOOth General Motors automobile from the assembly line will be broadcast over
NBC-Blue from Detroit Thursday at
10 :30 P. M. A special program has
been arranged and leaders in the automotive world will attend.
T
"Hollywood Ten-000," featuring Ken
Carpenter and a dramatic cast undergoing the difficulties of a Hollywood
casting office, is scheduled to start
tomorrow over nine NBC-Red stations. Sponsor will be the Prune
Growers of California.
T
Krug Baking Co. will sponsor Adelaide Hawley's "The Woman's Page
of the Air" over WABC on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, starting today, at 8 :45T A.M.
WDRC, Hartford, is scheduled to
start construction of a new tower and
directional antenna at the Bloomfield
transmitter about March 15. The raise
in night power, from 1,000 to 5,000
watts, necessitated the new construction.
T
The Vatican has started short wave
broadcasts on three wave bands to the
Americas. The programs are heard
here on Sundays and Wednesdays at
9:30 P.M. Eastern time, with other
broadcasts in Spanish, French and
Portuguese.
T
E. A. Joscelyn takes over as manager of WBT, Charlotte, on Jan. 15,
succeeding Lincoln Dellar who went
to manage KSFO, San Francisco.
Another WBT change is that of William Winter who has been promoted
to the post of CBS regional director
of educational broadcasts in 11 states
east of the Mississippi.
Buys City's
Station
Atlantic
City, Jan.
7. — Sale of
WPG, municipally-owned station, has
been completed with the delivery
by Arde Bulova of a check for $275,000. The station's frequency of 1,100
k.c.
willWOV
be transferred
to Bulova's
station
in New York.
WPG
was operated for 16 years but operations resulted in a loss to the city.
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By ALFRED FINESTONE
Herman Wobber, general sales
manager of 20th Century-Fox, says
that the company has decided on a
schedule of 52 features for 1940-'41,
the same as the present season.
Of these, 24 will be Darryl F. Zanuck productions and 24 will come
from Sol Wurtzel. Four will be British pictures, to be made by Robert
T. Kane. Kane is conferring on the
new lineup at the studio and is scheduled to leave for England shortly.
Wobber, who returned over the
weekend from the Coast, said that
while the total budget has not been
definitely set for next season, the
company "will spend courageously and
will maintain quality production" despite curtailment of foreign revenue.
Zanuck nlans to complete the present season's program by the end of
February, when work on next season's films will begin. About 60
stories have been lined for next season and several new personalities have
been signed. One of the big pictures
will be "Broadcast," a dramatization
of the progress of radio, which will
star Alice Faye and Don Ameche.
Wobber says he has noted a strong
boxoffice upturn since Jan. 1. He believes that the release of several big
(Continued on page 5)
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Approximately one-half of the 500,000 shares of new RKO common underwritten byAtlas Corp. to provide
$1,500,000 of working capital for the
reorganized company was subscribed
for with the expiration yesterday of
the subscription period.
This will leave approximately 250,000 shares to be picked up by Atlas
Corp. at $3 per share, less its commission of 25 cents per share. Atlas
must subscribe for these shares by
Jan. 16, under the terms of its underwriting agreement with RKO. This
will amount to approximately $650,000.
With the general unsecured creditors of RKO not having exercised
their subscription right to the new
common, the bulk of the shares which
were subscribed for went to Rockefeller Center.
Subscription to the shares was on
the basis of one share for each $24.44
of allowed unsecured claims. Thus,
Rockefeller Center, with a claim of
$4,150,000, was entitled to subscribe
for approximately 161,000 shares.
The Atlas underwriting fee, in addition to the 25 cents per share on the
stock which was not subscribed for,
includes a taximeter fee of one-third
cent per share on the 500,000 shares
for each day intervening between the
making of its underwriting offer, Dec.
12, to today, when it will receive notice of the number of shares not subscribed for. This fee will amount to
approximately $62,000.
A hearing on the RKO reorganization is scheduled for today before Federal Judge William Bondy.

Lasky

Back

As

Mayor's
He

Apologizes!

_ Having won a victory from the Endicott circuit from the State Labor
Relations Board in a ruling that circuits must be treated as a unit for
bargaining purposes, the union is tak(Continucd on page 8)

Films

to

Star

Of All Production'
Mayor LaGuardia stated yesterday
at a press conference that his campaign to bring production to the East
would win production of a minimum
of 125 pictures annually within two

Omitted' Harvest' Award
In Critics' Broadcast
After an exchange of accusations
and apologies following Mayor LaGuardia's failure to mention the New
York's Film Critics Award to "Harvest" as the best foreign film Sunday
night on the NBC broadcast, Andre
R. Heyman, president of French Cinema Center, decided to accept the
award after all.
Heyman was indignant after the
broadcast ended and dispatched an
angry telegram to the mayor alleging
that no mention of the film had been
made "because of Hollywood politics."
The mayor responded by accepting all
the blame for the omission.
"There is simply no excuse for my
stupidity," said the mayor, "just as
there is no excuse for your getting
excited about it and seeking to embarrass the film critics' organization and
their
committee."
William
Boehnel, World-Telegram
critic, who handled most of the arrangements, said yesterday that lastminute word that the Hollywood end
of the program required an additional
minute and one-half caused the con(Continucd on page 8)

Radio

Ta

len

Later in the interview he said that
other
large companies would be orsome haven't."
ganized ifthe majors did not cooperate. "The motion picture industry
hasn't in any way been preempted by
the large companies," he continued,
"and there may be other companies
springing
in the near
Eastern upproduction
willfuture."
not find it
difficult to obtain the necessary financing, the Mayor maintained. He emphatically denied claims that pictures
could not be financed unless made in
Hollywood and stated that negotiations revealed that better financing
could be obtained here.
"There will be no difficulty about
legitimate financing and there will be
(Continued on page 4)
Million

t Filed

selection of four winners from each of
the three broadcast series, and with
Lasky as the final arbiter.
Production of a picture will be
started after the winners of each
broadcast series have been selected,
with the first tentatively scheduled to
go into work in the late spring. Lasky
Lasky is negotiating for a major will select the stories and will work
company affiliation for both production at the Hollywood studio with which
and distribution of his pictures and he becomes affiliated, borrowing stars
expects to complete a deal during his and some supporting players from that
studio to work with his new talent.
current stay in New York.
Heretofore, the talent discovered on
Lasky's radio programs for this
year are planned in three series ex- the Gateway to Hollywood broadcasts
tending over a period of 13 weeks has gone- to any studio bidding for it.
each. Talent selections will be made
Lasky's radio program will be tied
at the end of each 13 weeks, with the in closely with the pictures planned.
(.Continued on page 8)
public being invited to vote for the
By SHERWIN A. KANE
Jesse L. Lasky will return to production this year, during which he
plans to make three pictures featuring
new talent discovered through the
medium
t'erday. of his Gateway to Hollywood
radio program, the producer said yes-

New York City, he stated, was enyears. titled to 27 per cent of the total production output since it contributed
that percentage of film revenues.
A number of major companies had
approved of the plan in principle, and
would cooperate with him, he declared.
He refused to name these companies
and parried the question by saying
that "some executives have vision,

2%

Producer;

Theatres

Starting its 1940 campaign, the
Motion Picture Division of Theatrical
Managers, Agents and Treasurers
Union suspended 83 members for nonpayment of dues and sent registered
letters to circuits controlling 87 New
York City houses demanding recognition as collective bargaining agency
for managers and assistants.
Union officials refused to comment
on the suspensions beyond stating that
the members had failed to pay their
dues. The union claims to have "seving. eral hundred" members in good stand-

'City Gives 27% of Film
Revenue, Merits 27%

Error,

by

Trust

Suit

7 Theatres

Boston, Jan. 8. — Charging violation of the anti-trust laws, seven theatre corporations from Massachusetts
to Florida today filed suit for $2,595,000 in Federal court here. Eight
major companies are accused.
Plaintiffs in the suit are Loew's
Drive-in Theatre, Providence, R. I. ;
Lynn Open Air Theatre, Inc., Lynn,
Mass. ; Winchester Theatre Company,
Winchester, Mass. ; E. M. Lowes,
Inc., operating Winchester Theatre
under lease; Miami Drive-in Theatre,
Dade County, Fla. ; Governor Ritchie
Theatre, Inc., Glen Burnie, Md., and
the Mount Vernon Theatre Corporation, Alexandria, Va.
Named in the suit, returnable in
twenty days, are 20th Century-Fox;
Loew's, Inc.
; Vitagraph,
(Continued
on page Inc.
6) ; Para-
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Court
Illegal

i

Purely

Personal

ParaMAN,
FRANK
ed
Y • mount
studioFREE
head,
is expect
from the Coast next week for home
office conferences.
•

Philadelphia, Jan. 8. — Theatre
games again are under legal ban here,
as a result of a decision by Judge
Eugene Allessendroni in Common
Adolph Haas, assistant to the presPleas Court, in a test case brought
ident of Alexander Film Co., has left
by Assistant City Solicitor James F. for Miami, Fla., to join Mr. and Mrs.
Ryan against the Mayfair, which fea- J. Don Alexander, hosts on the
tured aweekly game.
The court held that several aspects yacht Fifty-Fifty. •
of the quiz game made it a lottery
Dorothy Shewbridge, secretary to
rather than a test of skill.
Sam Bendheim, Jr., general manager
"The practice of holding these Neighborhood Theatres, Richmond,
games was spreading to other the- has announced her engagement to
atres," said Ryan, "but under the de- Alton W. Smith. •
cision of Judge Allessendroni all such
games are now held to be lotteries.
Roy E. Larsen, president of Time,
On the strength of the ruling, police Inc., is the father of a son, Jonathan
will be instructed to see that the games Zerbe, born to Mrs. Larsen over the
weekend at Doctors Hospital.
are not permitted."
•
Oscar A. Doob, Jack Goetz,
Fourth Nick Trial
Ernest Emerling and Art Schmidt
Starts in St. Louis
among those lunching at Bob Goldstein's Tavern yesterday.
St. Louis, Jan. 8. — The fourth trial
•
of John P. Nick, deposed head of the
Nancy Kelly, screen player, remotion operators union, on an extortion charge, began today in Circuit
turned yesterday to Hollywood following an appearance on the Kate
Judge Thomas J. Rowe's court. The Smith hour.
Judge, before opposing counsel began
examining prospective jurors, told the
veniremen that if they had been apH. M. Richey of RKO left yesterproached to discuss the case they had
day for Clarksburg, W. Va., to attend
better inform the court immediately. the I.T.O. of West Virginia convenThe first trial of Nick ended when tion.
•
it was learned a juror talked to a witness outside of court ; the second when
Phil Zenovich, manager of the
a venireman failed to reveal his ac- Harding, San Francisco, was married
quaintance with the Nick family, and here to Irene McCabe of Spokane.
•
the third when a venireman said he
Judy Garland has arrived here
has been offered a bribe to "go easy
from the Coast for a brief vacation,
on Nick."
accompanied by her mother.
•
Glett Vice-President
George J. Schaefer, RKO president, will return today from a brief
Of General Film Co.
vacation in Florida.
Lawrence W. Fox, Jr., president of
•
General Film Co., Hollywood, has
Max
Gordon,
Broadway
producer,
named Charles L. Glett executive
is the house guest of Ben Bernie in
vice-president of the New York sub- Miami.
sidiary, General Film Industries, Inc.
On Dec. 1, last, Glett resigned as
Samuel Goldwyn plans to leave
vice-president in charge of studio
operations for Eastern Service Stu- for the Coast tomorrow.
dios. Offices have been established in
Jules E. Brulatour plans to leave
Rockefeller Center, and Glett will
divide his time between here and the Saturday for Florida.
Coast.

►

Capacity Crowds
At 'Wind' Houses

and MRS. LEO SPITZ leave
today to spend the season in
"Gone With the Wind" continued
Miami.
•
its capacity business at both the Capitol and Astor in its third week at both
Stanton Griffis, Barney Bala- houses. For the second successive
ban, Sidney Phillips, Al Lewis,
Phil Baker, Arthur Loew, Joseph week, the Capitol grossed an estimated $80,000 while the Astor took
Rosthal, Jack Kirkland, Lee Shu- an estimated $22,000. The first week
bert, Morris Gest and Mort Spring at the Capitol, the period immediately
lunching at Sardi's • yesterday.
before Christmas, was under fu1' s
but the Astor has been a^ aj<
Earl Wright, 20th Century-Fox pacity,
New Haven salesman, has returned to plete sellout from the start.
his post after a trip fishing through
At the Music Hall, "The Hunchthe ice at Lake Winnepesaukee, New back of Notre Dame," with a stage
show, drew an estimated $97,000 for
Hampshire.
•
its first week and took an estimated
It holds
Toby Gruen, Max A. Cohen, Ted $31,000 over the weekend.
"His Girl Friday"
O'Shea, Ed Saunders and Tom Con- until Wednesday.
nors at Nick's Hunting Room in the opens on Thursday.
Astor for lunch yesterday.
•
At the Roxy, "Swanee River," with
a stage show, in its second week drew
Scott R. Dunlap, vice-president in an estimated $22,000 for Friday, Saturday and Sunday. On the same days,
charge of production for Monogram,
and Trem Carr, producer, arrived in "Four Wives," with Abe Lyman's
town yesterday.
band on the stage, in its third week,
•
drew an estimated $19,500, at the
David Rose, Paramount British Strand.
production head, arrived from the
"Gulliver's Travels" with Glen
Coast yesterday and plans to leave for
the Parastage at$30,000
Gray's band
Europe Saturday.
for
estimated
an the
mount took on
•
its third week and holds over for a
Michael Balog, assistant at the
stanza. At the Rivoli, "The
Liberty in Bridgeport, Conn., has an- fourth
Light That Failed" drew an estimated
nounced his engagement to Pauline $35,000
in its second week, and holds
Nowa.
over until Jan. 19.
•
■
George H. Miller, Altec inspector
of the Buffalo area, and Mrs. Miller
Bondy to Hear RKO
are
Ann.the parents of a baby girl, Mary
Allowances Jan. 17
•
Federal Judge Bondy yesterday
Peggy Goldberg is associated with fixed Jan. 17 at 2:30 P. M. as the
Regina Crewe on special publicity date to hear applications of George
work.
MR.

Charles

Skouras

Here from Coast
Charles Skouras, head of Fox West
Coast Theatres, and W. H. (Bud)
Lollier, manager of the real estate department, arrived yesterday from Los
Angeles for a week's stay during
which they will confer with Spyros
Skouras, head of National Theatres,
and other circuit executives. Mrs.
here.
Skouras accompanied her husband

W. Alger, special master, the Chemical Bank & Trust Co. and its attorneys, Wright, Gordon, Zachry & Parlin, for final allowances in the RKO
reorganization proceedings.
Alger, who acted as special master
during hearings on the plan, seeks
an unspecified sum. The Chemical
Bank asks for $48,057 and its attorneys for $25,000 for acting as trustee
of RKO 6 per cent gold notes.

S. O. S. Acquires Firm
S. O. S. Cinema Supply Corp. has
taken over International Theatre AcDavid O. Selznick
Margolies to Coast
cessories Corp., with which S. O. S.
Heineman
Leaves
has been affiliated for some years. The
Honored
by N.E.A.
For UA Conference
For Circuit Deals latter recently absorbed Consolidated
David O. Selznick has been honored
Albert Margolies, publicity man- by the National Education Association
Supply Corp. No changes in
W.
J.
Heineman, Western sales Theatre
management are planned.
ager for United Artists, left by
manager
for
Universal,
has
left
by
American Airlines for Hollywood last for making , "Gone With the Wind."
night on special company business The producer has been named a mem- plane for conferences on circuit deals
MOTION PICTURE
of the association's advisory board in Detroit, Minneapolis and Chicago.
which will keep him on the Coast two and berhas
been presented a trophy which He is expected to return -to the home
to three weeks. During his stay he bears the inscription :
office Monday.
DAILY
will make a study of the company's
"
'Gone
With
the
Wind'
writes
a
In Detroit he will conclude negonew product and confer with the vari(Registered U. S. Patent Office)
tiations with United Detroit Theatres,
new page in the development of the
ous U. A. producers on their lots.
screen, marking a milestone by which and confer on several pending circuit Published daily except Saturday, Sunday and
holidays by Quigley Publishing Company,
all future cinema endeavor will be deals in Chicago.
Inc., 1270 Sixth Avenue, Rockefeller Ceuter,
judged, and serving as an inspiration
New York Gity. Telephone Circle 7-3100.
for
the
finest
things
in
motion
picture
Cable
address "Quigpubco, New York." MarMrs.
Sara
Phillips
Dies
MITCHELL
MAY, Jr.
tin Quigley, Editor-in-Chief and Publisher;
Sara Phillips, mother of Louis Colvin Brown, Vice-President and General
Announcement of the association's
Manager; Watterson R. Rothacker, ViceCO., INC.
action was made yesterday by Dr. Phillips, Paramount home office at- President; Sam Shain, Editor; James A.
torney,
died
late
Sunday
at
the
age
of
William Lewin, chairman of the asso- 90. Private funeral services were Cron, Advertising manager; Chicago Bureau,
624 South Hollywood
Michigan Avenue,
B. O'Neill,
INSURANCE
Bureau, C.Postal
Union
art." ciation's motion picture committee.
held yesterday. She is survived also manager;
Life
Building,
Boone
Mancall,
manager,
Wil•
by Abraham and Sol Phillips, sons,
liam R. Weaver, Editor; London Bureau, 4,
Golden
Square,
London
Wl,
Hope
Williams,
and a daughter, Mrs. Anna Benjamin.
For Lunch, Dinner or Supper
Specializing
manager,
_ "Quigpubco,
London." All cable
contentsaddress
copyrighted
1940 by Quigin requirements of the
Roosevelt Buys Story
ley Publishing Company, Inc. Other Quigley
publications: Motion Picture Herald, Better
Motion Picture Industry
LaHIFF'S
TAVERN
Theatres, International Motion Picture AlHollywood,
Jan.
8.
—
"Love
Song,"
manac and Fame. Entered as second class
a new story by Ursula Parrott, has
75 Maiden Lane, New York
Sept. 23, 1938, at the post office at
MEETING The
and Industry's
EATING PLACE
been purchased by James Roosevelt. matter,
New York, N. Y., under the act of March
Production
will
start
in
the
Fall
and
510 W. 6th St.
Los Angeles
3, 1879. Subscription rates per year $6 in the
156 W. 48t h St. Tel. CHiclcering 4-4200
it will be released by United Artists. Americas and $12 foreign. Single copies 10c.
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Jones

Bowman

by Andrew

L. Stone

* Judith

HERBERT

• Mary
Barrett

Martin

* Susanna

• Walter

Foster

• Screen Play by Russel Crouse and Robert Lively

ith

Connolly

* A Paramount Picture • Produced and Directed

• Based on a Story by Robert Lively and Andrew L. Stone
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Films
GREIF

"American film companies will show
a marked increase of billings in Latin
America for 1939 and further increases can be expected this year."
Charles
Columbia's
LatinAmerican Roberts,
supervisor,
said yesterday.
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Slightly Honorable
( U nited A r lists- W anger )
Hollywood, Jan. 8. — As daffy a comedy as was ever made in Hollywood, Walter Wanger's "Slightly Honorable," produced and directed
by Tay Garnett, becomes more so by virtue of its rather grim underlying current of violent death. From the flash of its opening title to
the final fadeout, it is hilariously funny, despite the finding of a corpse
now and then.

A

Of

N.Y.

Year!

La

Film*
Vision^

Guardiai

(.Continued from page 1)
no payment of extortionate or unconscionable bonuses," he assured the:'

The Mayor declared that a
!y i
Pat O'Brien, fast talking attorney intent on ousting a crooked ring was
press. being made of the feasibilfl, -'of1
obtaining road contracts from the state, is "framed" for two murders erecting a "cinema city." He refused;
to name the sites under consideration i
Roberts returned last week from a by Edward Arnold, a politician, and his henchmen. The attorney, whose because, he said, real estate values in.!
first query upon meeting an attractive girl is "Are you over 18?" those locations would jump. Pictures
four-month trip through Havana, manages
to divert suspicion from himself time after time while exBrazil, Argentina, Chile, Peru and
made here, he continued, would be as ;
posing the politicians. At the climax he, in a desperate fight, accidental- good as those produced in Hollywood.!
Mexico.
ly
kills
the
murderer. Ruth Terry, young night club singer who insists
Production will start gradually andij
The upturn cannot be attributed
solely to the war conditions in Europe, upon displaying an amazing naiveness as far as clothes are concerned, increase slowly but surely, the Mayor
supplies the love interest. Broderick Crawford does nicely with his stated. "Before very long, you willi
in Roberts' opinion, because American role
as associate of the attorney. Alan Dinehart, Phyllis Brooks, Claire see individual pictures made here," he:
films "had a good head start earlier
Dodd, Janet Beecher, Douglas Dumbrille, Bernard Nedell, John Shee- said, "and those pictures will be the:;
this year."
han, Willie Best are some of the outstanding supporting players.
foothills
of our objective."
"The French, who used to send only
In concluding
his interview, the
Ken Englund turned out a most smoothly flowing script from the
selected product to Latin America and
Mayor
said
that
he
expected to work
acquired considerable prestige thereby, adaptation, by John Hunter Lay and Robert Tallman, of the novel, in harmony with Hollywood
and that
are now trying to cash in on that pop- "Send Another Coffin," by F. G.
he
realized
that
Western
production
Presnell.
Popular
as
the
novel is, the had tremendous capital invested.
ularity by sending everything they film story transcends it.
have to Latin America. The result is
Garnett gave it a sense of tenseness and levity, in a combination
a falling off of popularity and conse- which has seldom been equalled.
quent increased playing time for
Running time, 85 minutes. "A".*
American product. Playing time will
Vance King Ampa
Drafts Drive
show further gains this year as the
*"A"
denote
s
adult
classification.
French and German product becomes
Against Neely Bill
less and less selective."
Roberts believes that American (6
Ampa's Neely bill committee, meeting at the Hotel Astor yesterday, forRemember
product, generally, had almost reached
the Night
mulated acampaign which will seek
the saturation point in Latin America. (Paramount)
to arouse opposition to the measure,
In populous areas, the American film
Hollywood, Jan. 8.— Producing director Mitchell Leisen has im- expected to be acted upon in this sesoccupies the major portion of the time
sion of Congress.
and distribution costs are too great in
bued "Remember the Night" with a tenderness of human sympathy
The committee tentatively decided
the interior regions to be worthwhile, that makes for an ideal love story. It has heart-tug, drama, and an
he says.
unusual story. This Paramount picture has for exterior display the to use three major channels of information :Trade papers, house organs
Columbia plans to continue its pol- names of Barbara Stanwyck, Fred MacMurray, Beulah Bondi, Sterling of film companies and circuits, and
icy of distributing films produced in Holloway and a cast of sterling supporting players including Willard broadsides to all industry employes.
Mexico City, he points out, because Robertson, in an outstanding role, Paul Guilfoyle, Snowflake, Tom It is aimed to roll up a large number
the five films produced there last year Kennedy, Charles Waldron and Spencer Charters.
of protests to be registered with the
were satisfactory. Latin Americans
MacMurray, a young deputy district attorney in New York, furnishes House of Representatives.
are better equipped than Hollywood to bail bond for a pretty jewel thief,
Kenneth Clark, Hays office publicby Miss Stanwyck, through
produce special films for their own an altruistic move so that she wouldplayed
ity director, informed the committee
not
have
to
spend
Christmas
and
market, Roberts believes.
that the organization has no funds for
New Year's holidays in jail. They meet outside when the bondsman
Roberts presided at the Buenos mistakes
a campaign of this nature and that no
MacMurray's idea, so the deputy drives her to Indiana to
special appropriation can be made.
Aires convention from Dec. 14-16. her
mother on Christmas. Her mother refuses to entertain her, see
so The Ampa will therefore pay the exColumbia plans to keep him in the
field part of the time so that the home MacMurray takes her to spend the holidays at his mother's house, 50
pense of the campaign out of its own
office may be in constant contact with miles away. After a week of holiday parties and small town celebra- funds. Martin Starr, chairman of the
tions, they return to New York, having fallen in love.
committee, conducted the meeting.
distribution in Latin America. He
When
the
trial
resumes,
MacMurr
ay
attempts
to
throw
the
case
will leave for Mexico City shortly.
but the girl changes her plea to guilty. The end comes as the girl' Coast Guilds Ready
faced with punishment for her crime, refuses a quick marriage and
Paramount
Delays
To Fight Neely Bill
declares
sentence. she'll marry him if he wants her when she ends her prison
Hollywo
od, Jan. 8.— RepresentaNew Studio Plans
The original screenplay of Preston Sturges is a moving portraya
tives of the Actors, Writers and Dil
Hollywood, Jan. 8— In view of the of character, which will get
rectors Guilds met today to decide acsympathetic response from widely assorted audiences.
fact that its 1940-41 program will be
tion against the Neely bill and send
reduced because the company has dedelegates to Washington to lobby
Running time, 92 minutes. "G".*
Vance King against it. Final action is up to the
cided to cut out so-called "in between"
boards of the individual Guilds.
pictures and limit next season's production to "A" films only, Paramount
_ Spokesmen pointed out that oppohas temporarily shelved its plans for u Emergency
sition to the proposed law is being
Squad"
construction of a new studio.
(Para-iAOunt)
made only on the basis that it will
Such a studio will not be immediHollywood, Jan. 8.— Patently designed to round out a dual bill, make for local censorship and hinder
ately necessary since the present studio
production through the requirement
facilities will be ample to meet the "Emeigency Squad" is satisfactory screen fare for those subsequent that synopses of pictures
must be
situations where the screech of a siren and the noise of an explosion
requirements of a reduced schedule, constitut
given to exhibitors before the prode audience stimulation.
officials said.
uct is sold.
Seen as a cub reporter whose first story lands on the front page,
Y. Frank Freeman, Paramount
Guilds, however, will take no stand
with
a byline, Louise Campbell gets to know the work of the Police on the block booking phase of the
vice-president, and Cliff Lewis, studio
advertising and publicity director, will Emergency Squad, and also helps to expose machinations
causing ex- Neely bill until they have thoroughly
leave Jan. 19 on the Santa Fe Super
plosions in a tunnel.
familiarized themselves with it first.
Chief for New York conferences with
William Henry, Richard Denning, Robert Paige, Anthony Quinn
Eastern executives.
and John Miljan also figure prominently in the screenplay by Garnett
Testifies in Boston Suit
Adolph Zukor, Paramount board Weston and
Stuart
Palmer,
based
on
an
idea
by
Robert Musel and
Boston, Jan. 8.— John J. Ford of
chairman, left today on the Santa Fe Michael Raymond
,
Maine and New Hampshire Theatres
Chief for New York where he will recting.
was recalled to the stand today to
be joined by John W. Hicks, foreign
testify
department head. They will sail FriRunning time, 58 minutes. "G".*
Walter Selden Morse in the masters hearing of the
and Rothenberg anti-trust suit
day on the 5*5". Santa Elena for
against the major film companies.
Rio de Janeiro.
'G" denotes general classification.
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Brevities

Blondell

Signed

| "I'm sorry we don't see as much as
are reasons," is
Lve used to, but there
:he way the war situation was summed
R. Murrow, chief Lonup bydonEdward
correspondent for CBS, speaking
jjto William L. Shirer, CBS Berlin
first direct conin the
corespondent
v4 4E-ion between
the two war capitals
since the outbreak of hostilities.
I The correspondents discussed food
blackouts and general condisupply, tions.
The conversation was arranged
'after a week's work by the network's
'special events department.
The questions were prepared here and the correspondents submitted their answers
ito authorities of the respective countries before taking to the air.
From Germany the broadcast was
i sent to New York and then re-broad' cast by short-wave to England. The
Isame procedure was followed from
London, a distance of 7,000 miles each
iway.

Picture

for

Hollywood, Jan. 8. — Paramount
has signed Joan Blondell and Dick
Powell (wife and husband) to star in
"I Want a Divorce," screen story
based on the radio program of the
same name. Powell will have a nonmusical role. George Arthur will produce.

Mae Murray has been signed to
star in Retsama Film Productions' picturization of "Chocolate," TarasovRodionov's"
of present-day
Rus-at
sia. Henrinovel
Bellous
will direct,
International Studios, starting Jan. 24.
. . . John Huston is doing the
screenplay for Warners' remake of
"The Constant Nymph," which will
star Merle Oberon. . . . Anne Shirley has been borrowed from RKO
for the feminine lead of Warners'
"Married, Pretty and Poor." Refusal
to take the role has caused the suspensions of Jane Bryan and Olivia
de Havilland.
Armand S. Cohn of All-Star FeaDistributors, San Francisco, has
The Committee for the President's been ture
awarded the Northern California
Birthday Ball is repeating last year's
experiment for use of recordings to franchise for Producers Distributing
obtain the cooperation of local stations. Corp. entire 1939-40 program, accordOne-minute appeals are recorded and
ing to Ben Judell. . . . John King
the stations are asked to spot them has been given a term contract by
through the program as they see fit. Monogram and gets the lead in "Arm
Ten such recordings will be used, with of the Law," which T. R. Williams
Fred Allen, Paul Muni, Joan Craw- will produce. . . . Josephine Cottle,
ford, Clifton Fadiman, Clem Mc- who as Gale Storm won a "Gateway
Carthy, Elmer Davis, Benay Venuta to Hollywood" contest, gets a term
and George V. Reilly, chairman, contract from Towne and Baker for
speaking. The tenth is yet to be their "Tom Brown's School Days."
selected.
T
David Hempstead's first assignAn unusual sponsor, in the form of
ment as RKO producer will be "Kitty
a steamship line, has been signed by Foyl,"
Morley's
best
seller.
. Christopher
. . The National
Education
WABC. The Grace Line will sponsor
committee on Motion
Elmer Davis on Mondays, Wednes- Association's
days and Fridays at 6 :30 P. M. in Pictures, Department of Secondary
Education, has named David O. Selznews broadcasts.
nick a member of its advisory board.
FM

Broadcasters

Will Incorporate
The new organization of industry
figures interested in frequency modulation will be known as the F. M.
Broadcasters, Inc., it was learned yesterday.
Dues of $300 per annum, starting
as of Jan. 1, will be levied to provide funds for presentation of testimony at the FCC hearings on Feb.
28. Each station will be required to
join separately.
John Shepard, of the Yankee network, will serve as chairman of the
new group and Philip Loucks of
Washington will be attorney. The
corporation will be organized in Delaware with its main offices in Washington. J. R. Poppele, of WOR, will
head the executive engineering committee.
Pictures

on

Sunday

Win Jury Approval
Danville, Va., Jan. 8.— The Sunday
film issue was virtually settled here
when a jury of five held that Charles
Abercrombie, local theatre manager,
did not violate the State Sunday observance law by opening his theatre
last Sunday.
This decision was the second during
recent weeks in which a manager had
been acquitted on the same issue.

5

Daily

and

Fox

Powell

Para.

gets
the feminine
in Paramount's
"Destiny,"
in whichleadBasil
Rathbone,
John Howard and Kitty Kelly have
already been set. . . . Paramount has
borrowed Ralph Bellamy from Columbia for "The Woman from Hell."
. . . Leo Carrillo will appear with
Wallace Beery in M-G-M's "Twenty
Mule Team,"
in which
Marjorie
Rambeau
will have
a featured
role.
. . . A daughter, Margaret Ann, has
been born to Mrs. Max Laemmle,
wife of the film distributor. . . . Warners' latest title change for the picture
based on the life of Dr. Ehrlich is
"The Magic Bullet."

52

for 1940-'41
Films
{.Continued, from page 1)

Picture

Howard has been given a term contract at Warners. . . . Ellen Drew

Schedules

pictures currently has given the whole
industry an uplift and that this will
be continued as films of a major
caliber are on the way. In this category he mentioned "Gone With the
Wind," "Hunchback of Notre Dame,"
"Pinnochio," "The Blue Bird" and
"The Grapes of Wrath."
In presenting "Grapes of Wrath,"
says Wobber, all controversial angles
will be avoided and it will be sold as
a faithful picturization of the John
Steinbeck novel.

In addition .to the two-a-day enagement
Blue Bird"
the
Hollywoodforon "The
Broadway,
startingat Jan.
19, roadshows will start Jan. 26 at
the Adams in Detroit and the St.
Francis, San Francisco. Zanuck will
leave the Coast Jan. 15 to attend
"The Grapes of Wrath" opening at
Legion Chief Guest
the Rivoli here Jan. 24 and "The
Blue Bird" premiere. "The Grapes of
Wrath"
will be press previewed at the
'69th'
of
At Preview
Normandie the night of Jan. 23.
Raymond
Kelly, national
mander of theJ. American
Legion, comhas
Johnny Russell, who plays Tyltyl
accepted an invitation to be a guest in the Maurice Maeterlinck fantasy,
of honor at the dinner and preview arrived yesterday from the Coast and
of "The Fighting 69th" at the Wal- will attend the New York opening.
dorf Astoria on Jan. 24. The dinner Shirley Temple, who has the lead in
will be held by the 69th Regiment, the film, will make her first stage apNew York, with the Warner film to
pearance in connection with the San
be shown for the first time.
Francisco premiere.
Col. William J. Donovan, war-time
commander of the regiment, will be "Wrath" Art
in Museum
among the civic leaders and others
who will attend. The occasion will
The six original lithographs done
commemorate the anniversary of the by Thomas Hart Benton for use in
regiment's entrance into the front line advertising 20th Century-Fox's "The
in France during the World War, as Grapes of Wrath," have been hung
the 165th Infantry.
in the Museum of Modern Art.

Ann Sheridan will invite the audience to sing with her six old-time favorites in Warners' "It All Came
True." She also will sing two additional numbers. . . . Bing Crosby and
Mary Martin are scheduled to costar in Paramount's "Ghost Music,"
original story by Billy Wilder and
Jacques Thery. . . . William K.
U. S. Officials

Watch

Ticket Tax Reports
Washington, Jan. 8. — Constant
surveillance of the amusement industry is bringing into the treasury considerable sums of admission tax
money which might otherwise be lost,
it was disclosed today in the annual
report
of the Commissioner of Internal Revenue.
The report did not indicate that any
great difficulty was being encountered
in collecting proper taxes from film
exhibitors, but intimated that ticket
brokers and cabarets required close
scrutiny.

^°*e

,lu

by

Reduce Union Dues
St. Louis, Jan. 8. — John P. Nick,
ousted
boss took
of the
operators'
union,a
Local 143,
a salary
of $125
week, and his personal representative,
Clyde A. Weston, paid himself $225
adisclosed
week outwith
of the
funds, it that
was
theunion's
announcement
union dues will be reduced.
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Picture

Tuesday, January 9, 19# j

Daily

'Herbert'
'Hunchback'
Is

Frisco

Hit

Critics

9

"DESTRY
With

$25,000

San Francisco, Jan. 8. — Business
reached a high for the past year with
"The Hunchback of Notre Dame"
soaring to $25,000 at the Golden Gate,
and "Destry Rides Again" pairing
with "The Amazing Mr. Williams" to
get $15,000 at the Orpheum.
Estimated takings for the week ending Jan. 2-5 :
"Hunchback of Notre Dame" (RKO)
GOLDEN GATE — (2,850) (35c-40c-55c) 7
days. Stage: Vaudeville. Gross: $25,000.
(Average, $15,000)
"Destry Rides Again" (Univ.)
"The Amazing Mr. Williams" (Col.)
ORPHEUM — (2,440) (15c-35c-40c) 7 days.
Gross: $15,000. (Average, $8,000)
"Swanee River" (20th-Fox)
"The Honeymoon's Over" (20th-Fox)
FOX — (5,000) (15c-30c-35c-40c) 7 days.
Gross: $16,000. (Average, $16,000)
"Gulliver's Travels" (Para.)
"Our Neighbors, the Carters" (Para.)
PARAMOUNT — (2,740) (15c-30c-35c-40c) 7
days, 2nd week. Gross: $11,000. (Average,
$11,500)
"Raffles" (U. A.)
UNITED ARTISTS— (1,200) (15c-35c-40c55c) 7 days, 2nd week. Gross: $7,700. (Average, $8,000)
"Everything Happens at Night" (zOth-Fox)
"Cisco Kid and the Lady" (20th-Fox)
ST. FRANCIS— (1,400) (15c-30c-35c-40c) 7
days, 2nd week. Gross: $5,500. (Average,
$6,000)
"Balalaika" (M-G-M)
"Nick Carter, Master Detective" (M-G-M)
WARFIELD — (2,680) (15c-30c-35c-40c) 7
days. Gross: $14,500. Average, $12,000)
2nd
"The End of a Day" (Juno)
CLAY— (400) (15c-35c-40c) 7 days,
week._ Gross: $1,000. (Average, $1,000)
"Scipione L'Africano" (Foreign)
LARKIN— (390) (15c-35c-40c) 7 days, 2nd
week. Gross: $1,200. (Average, $1,000)

'Swanee*

Garners
$11,000, Kansas City
Kansas City, Jan. 8. — Good bills
and the New Year's holiday gave first
runs their best score in months. "Swanee River" made the best mark with
$11,000 at the Esquire and Uptown.
The weather was cold.
Estimated takings for the week ending Dec. 31-Jan. 4 :
"Swanee River" (2ttth-Fox)
ESQUIRE— (800) (25c-40c) 7 days. Gross:
$5,000. (Average, $2,500)
"Balalaika" (M-G-M)
days
"Nick Carter, Master Detective" (M-G-M)
MIDLAND — (4,000) (25c-40c) 7
Gross: $10,800. (Average, $10,500)
"Gulliver's Travels" (Para.)
NEWMAN— (1,900) (25c-40c) 7 days,
week. Gross: $7,000. (Average, $7,000) 2nd
"Hunchback of Notre Dame" (RKO)
ORPHEUM — (1,500) (25c-40c) 7 days.
Gross: $8,700. (Average, $5,000)
"South of the Border" (Rep.)
TOWER— (2,200) (25c) 7 days. Stage: Alvena; Lowe, Hite & Stanley; the 2 Hollywood Coeds, and Barney Grant. Gross:
$6,800. (Average, $5,000)
"Swanee River" (ZOth-Fox)
UPTOWN— (2,000) (25c-40c) 7 days. Gross:
$6,000. (Average, $3,500)

Quotes
RIDES

.

.

.

AGAIN"

A ribald, rousing, vastly entertaining tale of the old West, the
picture gets the New Year off to as smart a start as any film fancier
could wish. — Philadelphia Inquirer.
Marlene Dietrich comes out of the Hollywood doghouse and gives
her admirers a picture which is an example of something brand new
in comedy. — Philadelphia Bulletin.
With its brawls and battles it may seem an unlikely vehicle for
either Dietrich or Stewart, but the combination puts the film in the
good entertainment class, especially for those who like their entertainment lusty.— Philadelphia Record.
A two-gun thriller of the old West. . . . James Stewart gives a
splendid performance, and Marlene Dietrich puts plenty of vim and
vigor into her part. — Philadelphia Daily News.
As the comeback star of 1939, we give you Marlene Dietrich, until
recently a fugitive from a Josef von Sternberg icebox. — Philadelphia
Public Ledger.
"GULLIVER'S

TRAVELS"

Primarily for the younger generation, but many adults will enjoy
it. . . . The political satire of Jonathan Swift's famous original is
completely absent, and in its place is a fast, slapstick story told in
the words of one syllable and decoration with pleasant melodies. —
Philadelphia Bulletin.
"Gulliver" is not a second "Snow White." . . . Geared more to a
juvenile than an adult audience. ... It is certainly not the story
Jonathan Swift intended. . . . What is left is a colorful fable. —
Philadelphia Public Ledger
A thoroughly engaging affair and you're bound to be delighted
with it. . . . It has a cast of merry and individual characters. —
Chicago Daily Times.
"SWANEE

RIVER"

"Swanee River" doesn't add appreciably to Darryl Zanuck's record
as a film producer. It is a rather badly colored song-slide for a
half-dozen of the more famous Foster tunes. — N. Y. Times.
Stephen Foster's folk songs have been made the center of a handsome but lethargic screen show in "Swanee River." . . . The songs
are as engaging as ever. . . . The narrative is no more than a pigin-a-poke plot. — N. Y. Herald-Tribune.
In all the splendor of color the unhappy life of Stephen Foster
glows from the screen. . . . Genuine heartpull in the sadness and
nostalgia of its theme and time. The film is rousing. You should
not miss it. — N. Y. Mirror.
An elaborate and eye-filling picture in color. . . . Don Ameche
gives an effective performance. It is a touching story, one that long
will be remembered by those who see it. — N. Y. Daily News.
Daylight
Saving
Attacked in Frisco

2y2 Million

Is

Trust

Suit

San Francisco, Jan. 8. — Local ex- Filed by 7 Theatres
(.Continued from page 1)
hibitors have organized to fight passage of proposed statev/ide "daylight mount Pictures Distributing Company,
savings" law, which goes on the bal- Inc. ; United Artists Corporation ;
lot at next general election. A drop
in receipts of 25 per cent is predicted Universal Film Exchanges, Inc. ;
Pictures, Inc., and Coby Arch Bowles, president of the Cali- RKO-Radio
lumbia Pictures Corporation.
fornia Theatre Association, if the bill
The film companies are accused of
passes. Also opposing the bill is the
conspiracy
and in
combination
in ruin
relocal operators' union, and the mustraint of trade
an effort to
sicians' local 6.
the theatres. They are also accused of
forcing
the theatres to show inferior
Affirm Eureka Dismissal
pictures
The U. S. Circuit Court of Appeals run films.and allowing them no firstyesterday affirmed a decision which
The Winchester Theatre Company
had dismissed the suit of Eureka Productions, Inc., against Raymond J. and its leaseholder, E. M. Loew's,
suits against the MassachuMulligan, former U. S. Marshal, for Inc., filed
setts
Amusement Corporation, the
Honor William Pullin
$5,300 damages for alleged illegal Massachusetts Operating Company,
_ Columbus, Jan. 8.— William Pul- confiscation of the film "Ecstasy." The Inc., and the Middlesex Theatre, Inc.,
lin, retiring chief barker of the Va- dismissal had been directed by Fed- operators of theatres in towns adjoineral Judge Conger in June, 1939, after
riety Club here, will be tendered a
ing Winchester. They seek equal
testimonial dinner Wednesday in the a jury trial.
rights in showing films.
clubrooms. Following the dinner,
newly elected officers of the club will Heads Patent Committee
be inducted.
Metro Buys New Play
Washington, Jan. 8. — Rep. Charles
Kramer of California has been named
Hollywood, Jan. 8.— M-G-M has
Warned on Smoking
new chairman of the House patents acquired the screen rights to the play,
Mobile, Ala., Jan. 8. — Managers of committee which is in charge of copy- "The World We Make," by Sidney
right legislation due to be considered Kingsley, and currently on BroadMobile's theatres have been warned
by Cliff W. Adams, city building in- by Congress at this session. Kramer
way. Rights to Millen Brand's book,
spector, to halt violations of the city said that no hearings will be held "The Outward Room," on which the
ordinance prohibiting smoking in the- on the proposed copyright law revi- play is based, are included in the contract.
atres.
sions until the end of next month.

Loop

Smash

With

$52,500

Chicago, Jan. 8. — "The Great
Victor Herbert," with Allan Jones
and Mary Martin in person, did $52,500 at the Chicago. "Hunchback of
Notre Dame" at the Palace w
$28,600. The weather was fair' .nd
cold.
Estimated takings for the week end"Intermezzo" (U. A.)
ing Jan. 3-6:
APOLLO—
(1,400) (25c-55c-75c) 7 days.
Gross: $6,300. (Average, $6,000)
"The Great Victor Herbert" (Para.)
CHICAGO— (4,000) (35c-55c-75c) 7 days.
Stage: Allan Jones and Mary Martin, in
person.
Gross: (W.
$52,500.
"Four Wives"
B.) (Average, $32,000)
GARRICK— (900) (35c-40c-65c) 7 days.
Gross: $6,700. (Average, $5,000)
"Charlie McCarthy, Detective" (Univ.)
ORIENTAL— (3,400) (25c-35c-40c) 7 days.
Stage: Ted Lewis & Band. Gross: $20,700.
(Average, $13,000)
"Hunchback of Notre Dame" (RKO)
PALACE—
(35c-5Sc-75c)
Gross:
$28,600.(2,500)
(Average,
$12,000) 9 days.
"Gulliver's Travels" (Para.)
ROOSEVELT
(1,300)
(35c-55c-75c)
days,
2nd week. —Gross:
$16,400.
(Average,7
$11,000)
"On Dress Parade" (W. B.)
ST ATE- LAKE— (2,700) (25c-35c-40c) 7
days.
A. B.$12,000)
Marcus Revue. Gross:
$18,600. Stage:
(Average,
"After the Thin Man" (M-G-M)
UNITED ARTISTS— (1,700) (3Sc-55c-75c)
7 days, 2nd week. Gross: $14,200. (Average,
$14,000)
'Wind' Holds Smash

Pace in Cincinnati
Cincinnati, Jan. 8.— With inauguration of evening reserved seat policy, second week's gross for "Gone
With the Wind" soared to a smash
$30,500 at the RKO Capitol.
Hunchback of Notre Dame"
$13,500 at the RKO Albee.
weather
was near zero, with heavy
snow.
The
Estimated takings for the week end- j
ing
3-6:
"The Jan.
Hunchback
of Notre Dame" p(RKO)
ulled
RKO ALBEE— (3,300) (35c-42c) 7 days.
Gross: $13,500. (Average, $12,000)
"Swanee River" (ZOth-Fox)
RKO PALACE— (2,700) (35c-42c) 7 days.
Gross: $11,000. (Average, $10,000)
"Barricade" (ZOth-Fox)
RKO SHUBERT— (2,150) (42c-60c)
days,
plus New Gross
Year's
Eve show.
Stage:
"Hellzafire."
■ $16,000.
(Average,
$10,000)
"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
RKO CAPITOL— (2,000) (75c-$l-$1.50)
days,age 2nd
week. $6,500)
Gross: $30,500. (Averat 35c-42c,
"Destry Rides Again" (Univ.)
RKO LYRIC— (1,400) (25c-40c) 7 days
2nd week. Gross: $4,300. (Average
"Buried Alive" (Prod. Dist.)
$5,000) Man from Montreal" (Univ.)
"The
RKO FAMILY— (1,000) (15c-25c) 4 days
Gross: $1,400. (Average, $1,500)
"Fugitive at Large" (Col.)
"Heaven
(20th-Fox)With a Barbed Wire Fence"
RKO
FAMILY—
(1,000) $900)
(15c-25c) 3 days.
Gross: $900.
(Average,
"Judge Hardy and Son" (M-G-M)
KEITH'S— (1,500) (30c-40c) 7 days, 2nd
week. Gross: $5,600. (Average, $6,000)
Aid Halifax Sunday Film
Halifax, N. S., Jan. 8.— The Halifax Board of Trade has endorsed the
movement for the opening of the local theatres on Sundays, for the balance of the war period. The provincial government is considering a
petition
asking that the theatres be
allowed open.
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Loew's
Greater

'Wind'

Sets
N.Y.

Dates

First Greater New York showings
of "Gone With the Wind" other than
Broadway have been set by Loew's
for Jan. 25 at the State, Newark, and
the Jersey City Theatre, Jersey City,
and Feb. 1 at the Metropolitan,
Brooklyn.
The picture will thus be running at
five theatres in the New York area at
the same time, including the Astor
and Capitol on Broadway.
The new engagements will follow
M-G-M's general policy of two continuous unreserved performances,
starting at 10 A. M., at 75 cents, with
evening shows reserved at $1.10 top.
On Sunday there will be two reserved shows, afternoon and night,
with $1.10 scale prevailing.
68 Engagements Now Set
Additional dates set yesterday
brought the number of engagements
to 68. There will be two simultaneous showings each in Miami and Detroit. The film will open Jan. 17 at
the Sheridan, Miami Beach, where it
will be shown twice daily on a reserved seat basis. On Jan. 18 the picture will open at the Olympia, Miami,
three-a-day continuous.
John E. Flynn, M-G-M district
manager at Detroit, yesterday worked
out a deal with Division Manager Edward Saunders at the home office to
open the picture Jan. 25 in two Detroit theatres. The Wilson, legitimate
house, will have two-a-day engagement and the United Artists the threea-day showing. The United Artists is
operated by United Detroit Theatres,
a Paramount affiliate, and is the regular M-G-M outlet in Detroit.
Other Dates Announced
Additional dates set are : Jan. 25,
Lincoln, Lincoln, Neb., three-a-day ;
Jan. 26, Midwest, Oklahoma City,
three-a-day ; Jan. 29, Capitol, Charleston, W. Va., and Gloria, Charleston,
S. C, three-a-day, and Feb. 1, Rialto,
Williamsport, Pa., two-a-day reserved.
Orders totaling $1,500 for the Newark and Jersey City engagements
were on hand yesterday before the
ticket sale started. At Loew's Rochester in Rochester the advance orders
totaled $6,500, swelled by block reservations made by employes of the
Eastman Kodak Co. The Century,
Baltimore, had orders for $3,700 before the sale started Sunday.
In Philadelphia, where the film will
open Jan. 18 at the Boyd and a day
later at the Earle, the advance sale
yesterday totaled $22,000. Heavy reservations are reported for other forthcoming openings.

'Wind' Deal Being Set
For Second Chicago House
Chicago, Jan. 8. — Deal for the
showing of "Gone With the Wind" on
a two-a-day policy at the Esquire
theatre here will be closed probably
tomorrow, it was learned today. The
Esquire is operated by Harry and
Elmer Balaban, whose circuit is not
affiliated with Balaban & Katz. The
picture opens at the Oriental in the
Loop on Jan. 25 on a three-a-day
basis.

Saints

and

Picture

Sinners

To Induct Hersholt
Jean Hersholt, RKO player,
will be inducted as a "fall
guy" by the Circus Saints and
Sinners at their session tomorrow at the Hotel Astor.
He will be subject to the usual ribbing by Main Guy Harold Hoffman and Equestrian
Director Tex O'Rourke. Hersholt will be the first dramatic film actor thus honored by
the Saints and Sinners.

Lasky
As

Tuesday, January 9, 1941;

Daily

Returning

Producer,

Radio

Talent

Sears

Tours

to

Solve

Sets
Films

(Continued from page 1)
During the 13 weeks that each of the
three broadcast series is on the air
the programs will be an advertising
and exploitation medium for both the
new talent and the picture to follow
Whereas the Gateway to Hollywood
program heretofore has been confined
to the discovery of juvenile leads only
the new broadcast. series will be open
to talent of all kinds and ages, Lasky
TMAT
Aims
Drive said.
Lasky believes his utilization of
radio
to be of . the greatest practical
At 87 N.Y. Theatres
benefit to the film industry. He point
(Continued from page 1)
ed out that he employs it not only as
the
medium for discovery of new film
ing a new attitude in the case of eight
also for the creation of imBrandt houses and proposes to bar- talent but
mense
interest
in pictures and general
gain separately in each of eight
houses. These houses are the Town, industry good will.
"I plan to use 13 weeks each Sum
Waldorf, Windsor, Park, Terrace,
Liberty, Times Square and Apollo, mer in touring the country to inter
all in Manhattan.
view talent
prospects,"
said.scores
"Whileof
this last
year, Ihemet
However, in the case of the Pru- doing
theatre
managers
operating
all
types
dential circuit, with 30 houses, Raybond with 12, Rugoff & Becker with of theatres and came in contact with
13, and Windsor with 3, the union thousands of theatre patrons. I learned
plans to treat the circuits as a whole. that audience film tastes are on a high
Other houses where the union is seek- plane. There is great interest in films
ing negotiations are the Bronx Opera based on the classics and those of
House, De Luxe, Brooklyn, Star, biographical and historical content.
"I firmly believe that all producers
Bronx, Jewel, Brooklyn, and Stanley,
should spend a few months of every
Manhattan.
year acquainting themselves with the
film preferences of theatre managers
Error by Mayor,
and the- public," Lasky said.
But He Apologizes
(Continued from page 1)
fusion. A spokesman for Kate Cameron, Daily News critic and head of
the organization, declared that the
award was given to the film, of which
Marcel Pagnol was producer, and that
Heyman, who holds the American distribution rights, was in no position to
refuse it.

1940

South

Big

Problems,

Believes

Kent

"There are no problems within out:
industry that cannot be ironed out,"
Sidney R. Kent, president of 20th Century-Fox, told executives and employes of that company in a.C ! w
Year's
over will
the weekenL.
■'
"Thismessage
New Year
decide much
that is undecided today," he said.
"We must
each other's
problems
with approach
mutual understanding,
and with a sincere appreciation that
each is dependent upon the other for
constructive, lasting business existence.
"We know bigger and greater entertainments than ever will be necessary to command the patronage the:
industry must get.
Hails Great Pictures

"Twentieth Century-Fox enters
1940 with an appreciation of not only
our own problems, but those of exhibitors. And we know there is n#j
problem that good, money making
solve.
businessbuilding pictures will not
"A company with a studio that can
turn out such great pictures as 'Grapes
of Wrath,' 'The Blue Bird,' 'Little Old
New York,' and many others is not
easily disturbed.
"We want to earn our way in 1940
— and every year. But we want contracts made in good faith to be carried
out in the same spirit. We are content to place our product on its merit.

On Drive Mission
'Suicidal to Sacrifice Quality'
"We are a sound company ; we are
Hollywood, Jan. 8. — Gradwell L.
Sears, Warners distribution head, in the soundest condition of any in the
businesn.
s. We intend to stay in that
took a plane today to Dallas where conditio
he will confer with Robert O'Donnell
of the Interstate circuit and Robb
"When we planned the budget for
and Rowley on product deals. After- 1939-40, there was fear of war, but
ward he will go to New Orleans, none believed it would actually come.
After receiving the mayor's letter, Atlanta and Charlotte to meet branch Notwithstanding war, that budget
however, Heyman agreed to accept managers and salesmen on the fourth based on domestic plus foreign exthe award. He explained his original annual Sears drive. S. S. Schneider,
pectancy, remains the same for it
bitterness by setting forth "the history with whom he came to Hollywood, would be suicidal to sacrifice quality,
of the film, the ban, the long fight to heads for New York later this week. or to ignore the fact that never before
obtain its release, the victory over the
has there been more imperative need
censor, and the inevitable struggle to
the best possible box-office picfor
tures. We know it would be foolish
overcome Hollywood pressure." He Labor in Hollywood
ended by inviting the mayor and Mrs.
Mourns
Al Berres to take any step that would threaten
LaGuardia to see the film and presented them with a pass.
Hollywood, Jan. 8. — Labor circles the quality of our product."
here
were saddened today by the news
Incidentally, the mayor surprised
his audience Sunday by making no of the death Sunday night at Wash- Buffalo Grievance
ington, D. C, of Al J. Berres, vetreference to Eastern film production.
eran figure in studio labor activities.
Committee
Formed
He referred to Hollywood as "the
greatest center in the whole world He was first secretary of the producBuffalo, Jan. 8. — Edmund Souers-Internationals committee on basic hami,
counsel for New York State
for moving pictures."
studio labor agreement and for 16
Allied,
was here today to sanction apyears was a member of the American
pointment of a grievance committee
Bill Legalizing Bingo Federation of Labor executive board. for Allied in this district.
The committee, headed by Herman
To Assembly
Today
Chapman Ampa Speaker Lorenz, will include Paul Grummett,
Albany, Jan. 8— A bill intended to
John Chapman, columnist for the Marvin Atlas, Herbert Hoch and
legalize Bingo, including theatre par- New York Daily News, will speak at Raymond Pashley, the latter two to
ticipation, will be introduced tomor- the Ampa luncheon meeting Thursday act as alternates.
row in the Assembly by Aaron GoldMinna Rosen, one of Buffalo's four
Restaurant. New memstein of New York City. Assembly- at Stouffer's
women motion picture theatre operbers
will
be
in
charge
of
the
meetman Louis Bennett, Bronx, tonight
ators, was unanimously elected secreing. Chapman is scheduled to exre-introduced his chain store taxation
tary of the Buffalo unit. She and
change places with Ed Sullivan in
meeting.
bill, this time exempting theatre cir- Hollywood on July 1.
Souhami jointly presided over the
cuits, however.

'U' Officials on Coast
Hollywood, Jan. 8. — J. Cheever
Cowdin, Nate Blumberg, Joseph Seidelman and W. A. Scully arrived at
Universal today for extended conferences on 1940-'41 product.

Hoffbertf Gets Two
Hoffberg Productions, Inc., has acauired distribution rights here to two
French pictures, "The Strange Mr.
Flow," featuring Fernand Gravet and
Louis Jouvet. and "The Golem," starring Harry Baur

Warner Product Deal
Warner Brothers has closed a product deal with the Colorado Corp., operating 11theatres in and around Los
Angeles.
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A deputation of exhibitors will ap(Continued on page 8)
New

I.A.

Demand;

Producers

Yield

Hollywood, Jan. 9. — Threat of a
strike by I. A. T. S. E. workers hung
over Hollywood today, but was dispelled by agreement of producers to
adhere tionstoand the
Alliance locals' jurisdicschedules.
This morning William Bioff, I. A.
T. S. E. leader, gave producers until
noon to set the date for an early meeting to discuss reports of asserted
"chiseling." Joseph M. Schenck and
a producers' committee met with him
and business representatives of 10
Alliance locals this afternoon to settle
the dispute.
Bioff, after the conference, through
a spokesman declared that producers
had agreed to respect unions' intramural jurisdictional lines and schedules and that all was well again. The
union claimed that since the recentlygranted 10 per cent wage increase,
producers were using laborers to do
grips'
wprk, them
grips lower
to do scales
gaffers'forwork
and paying
the
work they did.
Tomorrow business representatives
of Alliance locals will present full jurisdictions and schedules to Pat Casey
and Fred Pelton, producer-labor contact officers, who then would forward
to all studios orders to maintain them.
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Successor's Trade Views
Are Not Known
By AUBREY FLANAGAN
\ London, Jan. 9. — British film trade
circles are disturbed and somewhat
apprehensive about the status of proposed plans for the financial support
pf the industry as the result of the
iltransfer of Oliver Stanley from presidency of the Board of Trade to Secretary of State for War.
Last week it was authoritatively
learned that the Government intended
jto organize a Film Credits Bank,
ibacked by Treasury money and withlout participation of the City.
There was considerable conjecture
today as to whether the selection of
Sir Andrew R. Duncan as Stanley's
successor will have any important
Ieffect upon all of Stanley's- financing
plans which the industry looked upon
Iwith favor.

Loses

Calls

Meeting Jan. 17-18
Washington, D. C., Jan. 9.—
Board of directors of National
Allied were summoned today
to attend a meeting at the
Carlton Hotel here on Jan. 17
and 18. Many important problems will be discussed.
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RKO may emerge from the supervision of the trustee and the District
Court before the end of the month, it
was indicated at a hearing before
Judge Bondy yesterday when the court
was told that an order providing for
the transfer of all assets from the
Irving Trust Co. to the new company
would be submitted Friday.
The order which becomes effective
three days after the court's approval
will in all likelihood be signed before
Feb. 1. In addition, a number of other
orders providing for the virtual windup of other phases of the reorganization proceedings will be submitted on

CENTS

Contract

Two

Chiefs

Ballots

In the first test of its power in New
York State, the Motion Picture Division of the Theatrical Managers,
Agents and Treasurers Union was defeated in both parts of an election held
by the State Labor Relations Board
yesterday for the Endicott Circuit of
11 theatres (Nelson & Renner), according to Melvin A. Albert, attorney
for Endicott.
The result was not announced officially by the board because a number
of the votes were challenged.
The vote was for the designation of
the collective bargaining agency for
managers and assistants in the first
part of the balloting, and for ushers,
cashiers,
second. doormen and matrons in the
The vote, according to Albert, was
10 against the union and five for, with
five challenges, in the first part, and
33 against and 29 for, with two challenges, in the second.
In addition, the union insisted that
11 former employes of the Howard,
Brooklyn, be permitted to vote. These
(.Continued on page 5)

Of
Loach

Monogram
Chosen Treasurer;
Weeks Retiring

By SAM SHAIN
At the urgent request of franchise
holders who desire to assure the permanency of the management, W. Ray
Johnston and Scott R. Dunlap, president and vice-president in charge of
production, respectively, of Mon'ogram
yesterdaytensionswere
three-year exoftheir given
contracts.
The action was taken at a meeting
of the Monogram board of directors
during a five-and-a-half-hour session
last night
the policies
company's
offices.atVarious
of home
financing
and production were discussed and
George Weeks Retiring
approved.
George W. Weeks, vice-president
in charge of sales, is retiring from
the firm. His duties will be taken
over by Edward A. Golden, who becomes general sales manager. Golden
will relinquish his title of vice-president.

Academy
Research
Post Given Zanuck
Thomas P. Loach, vice-president of
Hollywood, Jan. 9. — Darryl F.
Film Corp., was elected treasZanuck today was appointed chairman Pathe urer.
He will fill the vacancy caused
of the Research Council of the AcaFromdemy of Motion Picture Arts and kess.
by theT.resignation
Scheiber ofoftheLeon
accounting
Sciences, succeeding William Koenig.
(Continued on page 8)
He will direct the cooperative technical
program of the Council during 1940
and represent producing companies.
Shows
Companies each have one technical Movietone
representative on the Council. Thirtyone committees studying various techWarship, Air Fight
nical improvements are functioning.
Movietone News mid-week _ issue
released yesterday has an exclusive of
the first films of a warship-plane battle at sea. The clip, running 159 feet,
shows a Nazi bomber attacking a
Film
Chiefs
Attack
Mayor
's
British cruiser on blockade patrol
somewhere in the North Sea.
27%
Revenue
in N.Y.
Claim
Bombs are shown bursting around
the warship, and the plane zooms out
try's total production output since it of sight as the ship's anti-aircraft
Major company distribution managers were wondering yesterday where contributed that percentage of film guns go into action. The commentary, spoken by Lowell Thomas, poses
Mayor LaGuardia obtained the im- revenues.
the
question
whether air attack can
Distribution
executives,
on
the
pression that New York City is a
27 per cent revenue territory for the other hand, asserted yesterday that defeat sea power and says that the
engagement fails to give an adequate
film industry.
New York City accounts for not answer.
more
than
10
per
cent
of
the
indusMovietone officials said that the
Theythree
regard
Mayor's
about
timesthetoo
high onfigure
any as
of
try's annual domestic box office ; film is an outstanding example of
three bases of computation : Box-of- about 10 per cent of its domestic film 16mm pictures taken under adverse
fice gross, film rental returns or re- rental and represents not more ihan conditions. They were taken by an
10 per cent of its capital investment
turn on capital investment.
officer on board the warship and purMayor LaGuardia, in a trade press in the United States.
chased by the newsreel in London
Several distribution executives fig- after they were censored. Name of
interview at City Hall on Monday,
ure the New York City distribution
stated that New York City was enthe cruiser and location of the engage(Continued on page 2)
titled to 27 per cent of the indusment are not disclosed.
the
same day
"by Simpson,
Thacher
Bartlett,
attorneys
for Atlas
Corp.&
and the Irving Trust.
Atlas will receive $102,000 as its
total compensation for underwriting
the new RKO stock issuance, it was
disclosed yesterday. Rockefeller Center has subscribed for 163,629 shares
and other creditors for 87,099 shares.
The American Co., Atlas subsidiary,
has taken 77,871 shares, leaving a balance of 171,401 to be picked up by
Atlas as unsubscribed.
RKO
will receive $1,398,000 for
(Continued on page 5)
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N.Y.
Attack Mayor's 27%
N.Y. Revenue
Claim
(.Continued from page 1)
zone as a
per cent quota territory. The zone, however, includes
adjacent New Jersey territory, all of
Westchester County and Long Island
counties in addition to Kings and
Queens, leaving an approximate 10
per cent for the city itself.
This should reduce the Mayor's
production quota of 125 pictures
which he believes should be made in
the East every year, to about 42 pictures annually.
However, one distribution executive
commented, if revenue origin is a
valid reason for bringing production
to New York, it can be advanced
by any community, anywhere, which
happens to want pictures produced
locally. They all contribute to our
revenue and the upshot would be 100
or more studios throughout the country, he said.
Another executive said:
"Mayor LaGuardia usually has a
good reason for anything he asks for.
For some unknown cause, on his
campaign for bringing production to
New York, he has not offered a single
good reason yet."
Judge 'Only Angels*
Exploitation Today
Judging of campaigns on "Only
Angels Have Wings," for Columbia's
prize contest which started May 25,
1938, will take place at a luncheon
today at the Astor.
Judges are Jack Alicoate, Maurice
Kann, Charles Lewis and Martin
Quigley. A-Mike Vogel and Gertrude Merriam of Motion Picture
Herald's Managers Round Table will
be present. Columbia will be represented by Jack Cohn, A. Montague,
N. B. Spingold, Maurice Bergman,
Hortense Schorr, Frank McGrann
and Frank Rosenberg.
The competition was open to all
theatre managers and advertising
men.
Film

Alliance

Sets

Distribution Plans
Norman Elson, sales manager for
Film Alliance of the U. S., left yesterday for visits to Pittsburgh, Cleveland, Detroit, Chicago and Boston.
The company has completed its national distribution plans, with
branches established in leading exchange centers. Two current releases
of the company are "Treachery on the
High Seas" and "The Face Behind the
Scar."
/. R. Grainger Back;
Visited 16 Branches
James R. Grainger, Republic president, returned yesterday after a fiveweek trip during which he visited 16
company branches and spent the holiday with his family in Los Angeles.
On his return Grainger visited Dallas, New Orleans and Atlanta, traveling by plane.
Guaranteed Gets Two
Guaranteed Pictures Co. has acquired foreign distributing rights of
the two films, "Tomorrow's Children"
and "High School Girl." Special foreign versions are being prepared in
French, Spanish and Portuguese.

i

Purely

Personal

►

E. MCCARTHY,
CHARLES
20th Century-Fox advertising
and publicity director, was home with
the grippe yesterda•y.

director
ERG,
GOLDB
HARO
ing and
y for
publicit
advertis
of LD
Warner Theatres, addressed the Pennsylvania College for Women and the
annual convention of the Council of
Jewish Women in Pittsburgh yesterJohn Hamrick, general manager day.
day on "Audiences, Not Hollywood,
of Hamrick-Evergreen Theatres on
Pictures." He is due back toMake
the Pacific Coast, and Mrs. Hamrick, who have been visiting here,
•
leave Sunday for Florida. They then
Jack Ellis of RKO returned from
will visit Palm Springs and return
Miami yesterday. Among those vacato Seattle late in March.
tioning there, he reports, are Mr. and
•
Mrs. William Sussman, Mitchell
Mrs. Olga Hanna, wife of John May, Jr., George Jessel, Al Jolson,
Hanna, M-G-M checking supervisor Rudy Vallee, Arlene Judge, Mickey
in Cleveland, recently became the Rooney, Harry Richman and Louis
mother of a girl in Cincinnati, her Schneider, New York exhibitor.
home town.
•
•
Tom Pettey, press representative
for the M. P. P. A., left for Hollya week's
nightA. after
trainP. last,
rs
headquarte
P. D.
visit atwood byM.
here.

John D. Hertz, Jr., George Dembow, Jerry Horwin, Charles
Washburn, J. Edward Bromberg,
Lee Shubert, Robert Milton, Harry
Kaufman, Jimmy Savo and Philip
Huston lunching at
• Sardi's yesterday.

Max Margolis, Cincinnati Republic
John Hicks, -Russell Holman,
branch manager, has returned from a Wally Owen, Tom Connors, Ed
vacation in Florida, where he went on Saunders, Ted O'Shea and A. P.
account of his health.
Waxman at Nick's Hunting Room in
•
the Astor for lunch yesterday.
•
Jane Withers, 20th Century-Fox
Ingrid
Bergman,
Swedish actress,
star, started a six-week personal appearance tour this week at the Circle arrives from Europe Friday on the
in Indianapolis.
Rex en route to the Coast.
•
•
vice-presiAltec
n,
Carringto
L.
G.
Abe Blumstein of the 20th Cendent and general manager, is_ back
tury-Fox exchange is back from
at his desk after a trip to Detroit and Miami.
other midwest cities.
•
•
Mack Littman returned from the
Don Wahl has been appointed ad
Coast yesterday.
sales manager at the 20th CenturyFox exchange in Memphis.
•
Ernest Morrell, M-G-M transpor- Levy to Hollywood
tation manager, observes a birthday
To Start Producing
tomorrow.
•
Jules Levy, former RKO sales manager, left for the Coast by train last
Joseph Bernhard, general manager
of Warner Theatres, returned to the night to begin production of "The
home office yesterday from the Coast. Boys from Syracuse," the first picture to be made by his new Mayfair,
Inc., producing
company for Universal release.
Zukor, Hicks Sail
Prior to his departure Levy said
that
in addition to the Ritz Brothers
On Friday for Tour several
others have been signed for
Adolph Zukor, Paramount board the initial production and that he
chairman, will arrive from Hollywood would announce those following his
tomorrow and will sail on the Santa arrival on the Coast. He will conElena Friday with John W. Hicks,
fer there with Nate J. Blumberg,
vice-president and foreign depart- Universal president, and studio ofment head,- for a two-month business
ficials on further production plans for
goodwill
tour
of
Central
and
South
America.
Mayfair.
Their itinerary includes Cristobal
and Balbao, Panama ; Buenaventura, Deny Dismissal Plea
Colombia ; Guayaquil, Ecuador ; TaIn John Nick Trial
lara, Salaverry, Callao and Molendo,
Peru; Arica, Antofagasta, Chanaral,
St. Louis, Jan. 9.— A defense motion for the dismissal of the extortion
V alparaiso and Santiago, Chile ;
Buenos Aires, Argentina ; Montevideo, charge against John P. Nick, deposed
Uruguay ; Santos and Rio de Janeiro, head of the local operators' union,
Brazil, and Trinidad, B.W.I.
on the ground the state would fail
They are scheduled to return to to prove the charge was overruled
New York March 18 on the Uru- today by Circuit Judge Thomas Rowe.
Testimony then began in the secguay.
ond day of Nick's fourth trial on the
charge. James A. McKeown, receivWalsh on Boston Stand
er for the union, and Albert FriedBoston, Jan. 9. — Testimony of John land, a member of the union, were the
J. Ford of Maine and New Hamp- first witnesses called by the state.
shire Theatres was continued throughout most of today in the anti-trust suit
Henry T. Binder Dead
against major film companies. George
Xenia. O., Jan. 9.— Henry T.
C. Walsh, president and general man- Binder,
who operated the Orpheum
ager of Necto Theatres Corp. of New
York, subsidiary of Paramount, was here until he recently disposed of his
sworn in late in the day, and will con- interests to Chakeres Theatres, Inc.,
tinue tomorrow. Walsh has direct Springfield, died at his home. He had
been blind for a number of years.
charge of 15 theatres in the state.

Sales

Given

Tax
No

Bill

[

Chance

Albany, Jan. 9. — Informed quarters 1
here see practically no chance for <\
passage
its present
of the retail
salesin tax
measureformproposed
by i
Senator William Bewley and Assem- •
blyman Maurice Whitney. The measure calls for a levy of one cent on I
each 10 cents of admissions over 50 j
cents,
with figure.
an exemption for tickets
up
to that
w
The measure also provides rrat
season passes be taxed, and that
tickets carry the name of the theatre
and the ticket maker. Exhibitors might
benefit from a sales tax bill carry-*
ing the real estate provisions of the
Bewley-Whitney measure, which calls
for a lowering of the real estate tax
tax.
at least 10 per cent in the fiscal year
preceding the imposition of the retail

Seek

Union

of N.Y.

Publicity, Ad Staffs
Members of film companies' publicity and advertising departments received yesterday by mail an anonymous notice for a meeting of "The
Screen Publicists and Advertisers AsPiccadilly Hotel tomorrow sociation"
at 8 atthe
P. M.
The notice says home office employes have been organizing a union
similar to the Screen Publicists Guild
on the Coast which recently obtained
athecontract
studios. with wage increases from
The New York union, according to
the notice, has "already obtained a
majority of eligibles in a number of
companies." The notice is signed by
"the executive committee," but no
names are given.
Warners

Combine

New
York Branches
New York, New Jersey and
Brooklyn branches of Vitagraph, Inc.,
distribution organization of Warners,
formerly operating as separate exchange units with offices at the Warner home office, have been merged
into a single unit.
Roy Haines, Eastern and Canadian
sales manager, has appointed Sam
Lefkowitz, former office manager of
the three exchanges, as branch manager of the new branch, which will
be known as the New York Metropolitan exchange.
MOTION
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Critics9

Quotes

.

"BALALAIKA"
Tasteful, tuneful and thoroughly artificial, serves as a nostalgic
Ncivsrcels' midweek issues picture
the wars in Europe, appointments
reminder of less troubled days . . . Beautifully and lavishly produced
made by President Roosevelt, Win. . . Acted with appealing lack of pretense. — Philadelphia Inquirer.
ter sports and other events. Reels
To put it mildly, Ilona Massey look like the "oomph" girl of 1940
and their contents follow:
. . . Another thing we like about "Balalaika" is its dependence on
MOVIETONE NEWS, No. 35— British
familiar music . . . There are a few things in the picture to which
cruiser battles Nazi plane. Finn troops
on iMannerheim Line. Ice breaking on
exception may be taken, one of them being the plot. It isn't bad —
the Hudson. Motorboat show in New
but it's old. — Philadelphia Evening Ledger.
York. Air meet in Miami. Ice ballet
A musical feast is provided . . . The beauty, talent and charm which
in Chicago. Murphy named for Supreme
Court post; Robert Jackson to succeed
is Ilona Massey's, evidence her right to her newly-acquired place
Murphy. Mrs. Roosevelt opens drive on
among the Hollywood stars . . . An elaborate production. — Philadelinfantile paralysis. Ice boating in New
phia Daily News.
Jersey.
Ski jumping at Bear Mountain
The newcomer is a fairy-princess beauty, blonde, feature-perfect and
NEWS OF THE DAY, No. 233— Finn
exceedingly graceful . . . Her speaking voice has an engaging accent
patrol captures Russian invaders. King
George ends visit to France. British
and her singing voice, sometimes lyric, is weak but melodious. —
North Sea Patrol battles storm. Frank
Philadelphia Record.
Murphy and Robert Jackson named to
This yarn of old Russia is such a story-bookish thing you can forget
higher posts. Aviation show in Miami.
Mrs. Roosevelt urges aid for paralysis
all about it and concentrate on the song and blonde beauty of Ilona
victims.
Ice boating.
Harness trotting.
Massey. — Philadelphia Evening Bulletin.
PARAMOUNT NEWS, No. 38— AllIlona Massey is a beautiful, blonde singing star . . . The picture is
American air meet in Florida. Survivors
of storm at sea arrive in Japan. Eileen
a gay and glamorous musical ... It is a very happy sort of entertainHerrick weds George Lowther. Roosevelt
ment ... It is Miss Massey who tops the show. — Kansas City Star.
names new officials. Women work in British aircraft factories. British Cabinet
"THE FIGHTING 69TH"
crisis. British parents visit children
evacuees in country. Finns stop Russian
As
stirring
and
goose-pimple-producing
as the exciting sound of
drives. Air raids take toll in Helsinki.
marching feet ... A timely cinema that is, aside from its excellent
Ice skating at Central Park. Ice yachtentertainment value, a fine celluloid document to promote peace for all
ing in Red Bank. Ski jump tournament
at Bear Mountain.
nations. — Los Angeles Herald and Express.
RKO PATHE NEWS, No. 50— Roosevelt
This Warner picture is daring . . . and found the audience attentive
makes new appointments. Eight U. S.
and quite evidently fascinated ... A lusty narrative of soldiering that
liners sold to Norway. Hore-Belisha quits
is best in its larger scenes of action. — L. A. Times.
Britain's Cabinet.
Washington.
Dutch Naval
wooden bill
shoehearing
industryin
This action drama is not so much a preachment as an indictment
booms. Women in infantile paralysis drive.
Miami air meet.
against war ... It isn't a pretty picture, we promise you, but it's a
UNIVERSAL NEWSREEL, No. 839—
powerful one. — L. A. Examiner.
Air raids damage Helsinki. Ship planes
to Finland. French chateau converted into hospital. Stunt flying in Miami.
'Hunchback' Pulls
Niagara Falls freezes. Murphy named to 'Swanee' at $15,000
High Court. Nightgown fashions. Motor
boat show at Grand Central Palace.
Leads in St, Louis
$11,500, Providence
Skiers at Bear Mountain.
Ice boating.
Providence, Jan. 9. — All houses ran
St. Louis, Jan. 9. — Sub-freezing well above average, the holiday prices
weather was a major factor in the
low
grosses registered by the theatres on the New Year weekend and mid'Hunchback' Pulls
night shows boosting the grosses. Still
here last week, and New Year's Eve
$19,500, Cleveland business, with 65-cent top, wasn't suf- a standout was "The Hunchback of
Notre Dame" at the RKO-Albee,
ficient to pull them up. "Swanee taking $11,500.
Cleveland, Jan. 9. — "The Hunchback of Notre Dame" attracted $19,- River"
sador. drew $15,000 at the AmbasEstimated takings for the week end500 to Warners' Hippodrome. "GulliEstimated
grosses
for
week
ending
ver's Travels" drew $6,500 at Loew's
Jan. 2-4 :
Stillman.
"The ingHunchback
of Notre Dame" (RKO)
Jan. 4:
RKO-ALBEE
— (2,239)
' (25c-35c-50c) 7
Estimated takings for the week end- "Reno"
days.
"Swaimee(RKO)
River" (20th-Fox)
Gross: $11,500.
"Balalaika" (M-G-M) (Average, $6,000)
ing Jan. 4 :
AMBASSADOR — (3,018) (25c-40c-55c) 7 "Nick Carter, Master Detective" (M-G-M)
"Four Wives" (W.B.)
Gross: $15,000. (Average, $11,500)
LOEW'S STATE —
ALLEN — (3,000) (30c-35c-42c) 7 days. days.
(25c-35c-50
"Destry Rides Again" (Univ.)
days. Gross: $13,400. (3,230)
(Average,
$11,000) c) 7
Gross: $3,000. (Average, $4,000)
"Swanee
River"
(2<hh-Fox)
"Our
Neighbors,
the
Carters"
(Para.)
"The Hunchback of Notre Dame" (RKO)
FOX— (5,038) (25c-40c-55c) 7 days. Gross: "One Hour to Live" (Univ.)
WARNERS' HIPPODROME — (3,800)
(Average, $11,000)
MAJESTIC—
(2,250) (25c-35c-50c)
7 days.
(30c-35c-42c) 7 days. Gross: $19,500. (Aver- $12,500.
"Balalaika"
(M-G-M)
Gross:
$9,500. (Average,
$7,000)
age, $11,000)
"Gulliver's Travels" (Para.)
LOEW'S
—
(3,162)
(25c-40c-55c)
7
days.
"Joe and Ethel Turp Call on the President" Gross: $15,000. (Average, $13,000)
"Main Street Lawyer" (Rep.)
(M-G-M)
(2,100) (25c-35c-50c) 7 days,
RKO PALACE
- (3,100) (30c-42c-55c) "Everything Happens at Night" (ZOth-Fox) 2ndSTRAND—
week. Gross: $7,500.
(Average, $6,000)
Charlie McCarthy, Detective" (Univ.)
($1.50-$2
New
Year's
Eve)
7
days.
Stage
MISSOURI—
(3,514)
(25c-40c-55c)
7
days.
"Destry Rides Again" (Univ.)
show. Gross: $20,000. (Average, $14,000)
Gross:
$6,500.
(Average,
$4,000)
FAY'S (1,800) (25c-35c-40c) 7 days, 2nd
"Balalaika" (M-G-M)
week. Stage
show with Frank Gaby; Billy
LOEW'S
(30c-35c-42c)
days.
Gross:STATE
$14,000.— (3,500)
(Average,
$14,000) 7
Wells and the Four Fays; Ross and Ed'Swanee' at $9,300
and Smiles; 10 Liazeed Dem"Gulliver's Travels" (Para.)
ons.wards;
Gross:Smiles$7,500. (Average, $6,500)
LOEW'S STILLMAN — (1,900) (30c-35c42c) 7 days, 2nd week. Gross: $6,500. (Av"Judge Hardy
and Son"
Indianapolis Lead "Fugitive
at Large"
erage, $4,000)
(Col.) (M-G-M)
CARLTO
N—
(1,526)
(25c-35c-50c) 7 days,
Indianapolis, Jan. 9. — "Swanee 2nd week. Gross: $4,200.
(Average,
River" and "Two Thoroughbreds" "The Roaring Twenties" (W. B.) (3 $3,500)
days)
'Hunchback' Draws
were out in front here, giving the In- "Too Busy To Work" (20th-Fox) (3 days)
diana $9,300. All first runs did well, "At the Circus" (M-G-M) (4 days)
$13,000 in Montreal
Are Not Alone" (W. B.)
days)
despite . below-zero temperatures in "We
EMPIRE-(2,000) (20c-30c) 2nd (4
run. Gross:
the
coldest
weather
in
four
years.
Montreal, Jan. 9. — "The Hunch$1,800. (Average, $1,700)
Estimated takings for the week endback of Notre Dame" drew $13,000 at
the Palace.
ing Jan. 5 :
Drops $500,000 Suit
Estimated takings for the week endFour Wives" (W. B.)
ing Jan. 6 :
Suit of John C. E. Carnevale for
APOLLO— (1,100) (25c-40c) 7 days. 2nd
week. Gross: $2,800. (Average, $2,500)
$500,000 damages against RKO Radio
"The Great Victor Herbert" (Para.)
CAPITOL— (2,547) (25c-40c-55c-65c) 7 days.
Gulliver's Travels" (Para.)
Pictures, M. P. P. D. A., Columbia
Gross: $5,500. (Average, $8,000)
CIRCLE— (2,800) (25c-40c) 7 days. 2nd Broadcasting
System, William Wrigweek.
Gross:
$5,400.
(Average,
$6,000)
"First Love" (Univ.)
'Swanee River" (20th-Fox)
LOEW'S—
(2.800)
(30c-40c-60c)
7
days,
2nd
ley,
Jr.,
Co.,
Jesse
L. Laskv and Will
week. Gross: $6,800. (Average, $8,000)
"Two Thoroughbreds" (RKO)
H. Hays has been discontinued in
"Of Mice and Men" (U.A.)
INDIANA— (3,200) (25c-40c) 7 days. Gross- New York Supreme Court. Plaintiff
ORPHEUM— (919) (25c-35c-50c) 7 days, $9,300. (Average, $5,000)
claimed that in July, 1938 he had
2nd week. Gross: $2,300. (Average, $5,000) "Balalaika" (M-G-M)
turned over an idea to Hays for a
"Blondie Brings Up Baby" (CoL)
"The Hunchback of Notre Dame" (RKO)
PALACE— (2,600) (25c -40c -55c -65c) 7 days.
LOEW'S— (2,800) (25c-40c) 7 days. Gross: radio program to find new faces for
Gross; $13,000. (Average, S10.000)
$7,000. (Average, $7,000)
the screen which was adopted in the
"Everything Happens at Night" (2flth-Fox) 'The Cisco Kid and the Lady" (20th-Fox)
LYRIC— (2,000) (25c-40c) 7 days. Stage: "Gateway to Hollywood" broadcasts
"The Escape" (20th-Fox)
PRINCESS — (2,272) (25c-35c-50c-65c) 7 "Laugh Factory." Gross: $12,500. (Aver- without payment to him.
days. Gross: $5,300. (Average, $5,500)
age, $8,000)

Band

and

$14,600,

Minneapolis
Minneapolis, Jan. 9. — There wasi
little complaining along the main stems;
of Minneapolis and St. Paul. AH
theatres did a thriving business. -Jrn
Minneapolis, best business was ( le
by "The Amazing Mr. Williams" and
Buddy Rogers at the Orpheum where
the gross was $14,600.
In St. Paul, the best was "Four
Wives," with $7,500 at the Orpheum.
Estimated takings for the week end"Reno"
ing Jan.(RK
4:O)
Minneapolis :

"Little Accident" (Univ.)
"Call a Messenger" (Univ.)
"Two Thoroughbreds" (RKO)
ASTER— (900) (15c-25c) 8 days. Gross:
$2,300. (Average, 7 days, $1,500)
"Gulliver's Travels" (Para.)
CENTURY— (1,600) (25c-40c) 7 days, 2nd
week.
Gross:
$4,700. (Average, $4,000)
"Rasputin"
(Foreign)
ESQUIRE— (290) (25c-40c) 7 days, 2nd
week. Gross: $1,800. (Average, $900)
"Housekeeper's Daughter" (U. A.)
GOPHER— (990) (25c) 7 days. Gross:
$4,100.
(Average, $2,500)
"Thou Shalt Not Kill" (Rep.)
MINNESOTA— (4,300) (20c-40c) 7 days.
Helen Morgan. Gross: $6,500. (Average,
$6,000)
"Amazing Mr. Williams" (Col.)
ORPHEUM— (2,900) (25c-40c) 7 days.
Buddy Rogers band. Gross: $14,600. (Average, without stage show, $4,400)
"Another Thin Man" (M-G-M)
STATE— (Average,
(2,300) (25c-40c)
$11,000.
$4,000) 7 days. Gross:
"Our Neighbors — the Carters" (Para.)
WORLT>-(400) (25c- 55c) 7 days, 3rd
week. Gross: $1,500. (Average, $1,600)
St. Paul:
"Four Wives" (W. B.)
ORPHEUM
(2,000) (25c-40c)
7 days.
Gross:
$7,500. —(Average,
$3,200)
"Gulliver's Travels" (Para.)
PARAMOUNT— (2,500) (25c-40c) 7 dayss
Gross: $7,000. (Average, $4,400)
"Another Thin Man" (M-G-M)
RIVIERA— (1,000) (25c-40c) 7 days, 2ni
week.
Gross: $2,300.
(Average, $1,800)
"Alleghany Uprising" (RKO)
"Little Accident" (Univ.)
TOWER— (1,000) (25c) 6 days. Gross:
$2,100. (Average, $1,600)
"Our
Neighbors—
Carters"
(Para.)2nd
WORLD—
(400) The
(25c-55c)
7 days,
week. Gross: $1,200. (Average, $1,000)

'Balalaika'

Scores

$20,000 in Buffalo
Buffalo, Jan. 9. — All downtown
houses broke their one-day attendance records New Year's Day. Best
for the week was "Balalaika" and a
stage show at the Buffalo with $20,000.
Estimated takings for the week ending Jan. 7:
"Balalaika" (M-G-M)
BUFFALO — (3,000) (30c-35c-SSc) 7 days
and midnight show. Harry James & orch.
&(Average,
Red Skelton
$12,000)on stage. Gross: $20,000.
"Swanee River" (20th -Fox)
"Nick Carter, Master Detective" (M-G-M)
GREAT LAKES— (3,000) (30c -50c) 6 days
and midnight
age, $7,500) show. Gross: $11,200. (Aver"Gulliver's Travels" (Para.)
HIPPODROME— (2,500) (25c-35c) 7 days
and
midnight$6,800)
show, 2nd week. Gross: $5,300.
(Average,
On Dress Parade" (W. B.)
TWENTIETH CENTURY— (3,500) (25c35c) 7 days and midnight show. Dead End
Kids
Schlepperman
person on stage.
Gross: & $14,500.
(Average,in $6,800)
"Destry Rides Again" (Univ.)
"Laugh It Off" (Univ.)
LAFAYETTE— (3,300) (25c-35c) 7 days
and midnight show. Gross: $11,400. (Average, $6,300)
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Days

Committee
Theatre.

Personnel

Friday

On RKO's
Assets
{.Continued from page 1)
the stock of which Atlas pays $645,816
and others the balance.
It was also revealed that applications for final allowances will be filed
with the court before the end of the
month. These applications will be
heard at an early date.
RKO, which has been in reorganI ization since Jan. 27, 1933, may
emerge from court proceedings on the
seventh anniversary of the filing of
its petition in 77B.

Griffith Shifts Men

Buys North Carolina House
Bryson City, N. C, Jan. 9.— J. E.
Kansas City, Jan. 9. — Lew Chatham, who has been assistant to H. Massie, of Waynesville, who operates
J. Griffith of Griffith-Dickinson the Park and Pisgah in that city and
Theatres, Inc., has gone to Bartles- the Lyric in Sylva, has purchased the
here and the Gatlinburg in
ville, Okla., as city manager for Grif- Bryson
fith Amusement Co. W. G. McKin- Gatlinburg, Tenn.
ney has replaced Ralph Kieffer as
Buys in Jacksboro, Tex.
head booker for the circuit. Temple
DeVilbiss, who combines the job of
Jacksboro, Tex., Jan. 9. — The
construction engineer for the circuit Mecca here has been purchased by
with that of theatre manager, has Raymond Thompson.
succeeded Ken Prickett as manager
at Junction City, Kan. Jack Sage,
Opens Naples, Tex., House
formerly at Chillicothe, Mo., succeeds
Naples,
Tex., Jan. 9.— W. W. McDeVilbiss at Marceline, Mo.
Natts have opened the new Inez here.
Reopening at Danville, Va.
Danville, Va., Jan. 9. — Leonard
Lea, of Schoolfield, who took over
the old Broadway and renamed it the
Lea, expects to open the remodeled
theatre on Jan. 20.
Simmons Back in Business
Kansas City, Jan. 9. — A. J. Simmons, who sold his interests in three
Missouri theatres last year, has reentered exhibition, with Warren
Weber, buying the Howard, Howard,
Kan., from George Gotoged, veteran
exhibitor.
Gets Warner Publicity Post

New Texas House Opened
Sabinal, Tex., Jan. 9. — The new
Ross has been opened bv Gene Burris.

es '69th'
evelt Miss
Roos
Washington,
Jan. 9. — President
Roosevelt has promised to send a message to be read at the 69th Regiment
dinner at the Waldorf-Astoria Jan. 24
at which "The Fighting 69th," Warner film, will be shown. Roosevelt
was unable to accept an invitation to
attend the dinner. James Cagney,
one of the -three stars of the film, with
Pat O'Brien and George Brent, will
be present.

'Information Please'
Shorts Scoring Hit
The popularity of the "Information
Please"
subject
series
after its
initial fourshort
issues
indicates
distribution
possibilities of approximately 7,500
Tarkington Film Suit
theatres, according to Harry MichalFederal Judge Coxe yesterday orson, RKO short subject sales mandered that interrogatories of Booth
ager.
Tarkington
be stricken out as imma"The series is now playing in almost
every major independent situation in
terial in Tarkington's suit for $100,000
damages against Warner Bros. Picthe
tures. Plaintiff contends that the film,
said. States and Canada," MichalsonUnited
It has also been- booked by such "Penrod and His Twin Brother," apcircuits as Warners, Butterfield, Fapropriated his literary material without permission. Warner Bros, has
mous Players Canadian, Feiber & Shea,
Griffith, Century, Great States, Lucas counterclaimed for $18,500 on a sale
& Jenkins, Interstate and Texas Con- of a number of Penrod stories.
solidated. Wilby-Kincey. Publix-Shea,
Sparks, S. A. Lynch, Walter Reade
and United California.
Dunne in 'Hull House'
Hollywood, Jan. 9. — Irene Dunne
has been given the title role in "Jane
'Ski Chase' Booked
Addams and Hull House," which Columbia will produce. The picture will
( World Pictures Corp. has booked
"Ski Chase," featuring Hans Schnei- be Charles Rogers' first for that comder, for the Warner and Comerford
pany. Arthur Caesar will do the
circuits.
scenario.

Changes

Jan. 9. — Introduction
of Washington,
the Shotwell Committee
Copyright
legislation in the Senate yesterday by
Senator Thomas (Democrat, Utah),
was merely for the purpose of getting
the legislation before the Senate Patents Committee and not with the idea
of pushing it through immediately, it
was explained today.
Senator Thomas said he desires
merely that members of the Senate
might have an opportunity to study
the legislation, over which there are
"a Indications
great number
are of
thatconflicts."
the committee
will not take the measure up for some
weeks, due to the absence from Washington of Chairman
Bonenotandto Senator Thomas
has agreed
press
for ratification of the international
com-in
until thetime
copyright
mittee hasconvention
had a reasonable

Leases Arkansas Theatre
which to
mestic law.act on revision of the doStamps, Ark., Jan. 9. — Cecil Kelley,
theatre owner of Plain Dealing, La.,
has leased the State here. New
equipment is being installed and Television Wages
shortly.
Kelley plans to reopen the house
Stir
Takes Missouri House
Kansas City, Jan. 9. — M. B. Presley, who operates the Globe at Savannah, Mo., and the Dixie at Belton,
Mo., has taken over the Binney at
Pattonsburg, Mo., from Earl Binney.

Cleveland, Jan. 9. — E. C. Pearlstein, with Warners here, has been
Buys Kansas City House
named publicity manager for Warner
Theatres in Ohio. David Bachner has
Kansas City, Jan. 9. — Arthur
been promoted to first assistant in Burke, who operates the Gillham
here, has taken over the Colonial
the advertising department here.
from Vogel Gettier.
Managing Virginia House
West Point, Va., Jan. 9. — Charles
W. Denmead, who recently purchased
an interest in the York, has assumed
personal management of the house.
Ben Pitts, circuit operator, still has
an interest in the theatre.

Tackles

Notes
Copyright

The A. G. V. A. is experiencing
difficulty in selecting an executive secretary. Following its organization in
September, Maida Reade was appointed and Dorothy Bryant followed
her. Mrs. Bryant collapsed last week
ifrom overwork and was compelled to
resign.
The other branches of Associated
Actors and Artistes of America, particularly Actors Equity, believe that
Thomson should take the helm temporarily because he was the leader of
the fight against the American Federation of Actors, whose charter was
revoked.
Thomson will act in his capacity as
vice-president of the 4- A and will
probably discuss the "one big union"
issue while here. The 4- A board
voted
last and
week theto A.
request
assistance
G. V.Thomson's
A. board
followed suit.
Due

5

Daily

Get

'
Hollywood, Jan. 9.— The board of
of Screen Actors Guild has
directors
Ji
eleased Kenneth Thomson, its execuive secretary, for a 10-day trip to
kew York for conferences on organzation plans of the American Guild
1 Sf Variety Artists.
The
board
declined to release
. T<"3rison for an extended period until
K^tported back with details of the
situation. Thomson will leave as soon
lis pending business, such as negotiations over re-classification of atmos'tbhere players and wage increases for
:hem, are completed.

Order

Picture

New

Dispute

A heated debate between members
of the council of Actors Equity and
George Heller and Alex McKee, of
American Federation of Radio Artists,
took place at Equity headquarters
ingyesterday when the A. F. R. A. delegates appeared to discuss television
wage scales. Both sides refused to
comment on the issue after the meet-

Equity, which claims jurisdiction
over the field, wants to start negotiations with television stations immediately. A. F. R. A., however, believes that the reorganization of the
TMAT
Loses First
parent body, Associated Actors and
Artistes of America, which would
Labor Board Ballot merge all the branches, should be
completed first.
(Continued from page 1)
In addition, A. F. R. A., under its
11 were allowed to cast their ballots, present contracts with the networks
but were kept in a separate group and
not tofield
attempt
organnot included in the tally because the has promised
ize the television
untilto August.
house has been sold by the circuit. If negotiations were to be started now,
The board, in its original decision, A. F. R. A. would be compelled to
ruled that the Howard was not to be permit Equity or some other union
included in the vote because of a bona to do the organizing, it was contended.
fide sale.
Representatives of Equity, A. F. R.
The union took exception to the ex- A. and Screen Actors Guild have been
clusion of the Howard votes and will meeting for several months but they
press an appeal to the board, Gustave have failed to agree on wage scales or
A. Gerber, TMAT attorney, said. working conditions.
Two managers and nine ushers were
involved. In addition, the union protested against the exclusion of eight
who were not permitted to vote.
Pay Up Your Dues!
Unless the board admits the eight
Ampa Makes Plea
excluded votes and the Howard balAmpa officials are appeallots, the challenges cannot affect the
ing to 76 members who have
result. In the event the five chalfailed
pay this year's
dues
to
do soto immediately
in order
lenges on the managers' vote are allowed, itcould only result in a tie and
to maintain the treasury in a
the union would still remain defeated.
strong position.
members
are paid up.Only 47
Gerber declared that the union
would press charges that the circuit
The organization is in the
black for the first time in
had "unfairly influenced" the vote.
many years, according to the
Denies Para. Dismissal
directors, who have submitted the annual financial
Application of Paramount Pictures
report
to
the membership.
to dismiss the suit of Frank Jablow
On Jan. 1 there was $283.81
and Sam Acker, stockholders, against
in the bank. A total of $45?
it, Erpi, American Telephone & Telein dues was received from
graph Co., and Western Electric Co.
Sept. 18 to Dec. 31, 1939. Outhas been denied here by Federal
standing dues, listed as an
Judge Conger. Plaintiffs were orasset,
total
$1,240. There are
dered to file a bill of particulars withno outstanding debts.
in 20 days. Suit claims dissipation of
company assets.

Motion

Studio

Picture

Work
Feature

Suffers
26

Daily

Reviews

Lull,

Shooting

Hollywood, Jan. 9.— Production
dropped to 26 pictures in work, the
lowest for almost a year, as six pictures finished and only two started.
Seventeen are being prepared and 74
are being edited.
The tally by studios :
COLUMBIA~In Work: "Blondie on a
Budget," "Too Many Husbands," "Passport to Alcatraz."
GOLDWYN— In Work: "The Westerner."
M-G-M — Finished: "Strange Cargo," "Florian," "I Take This Woman."
In Work: "Mew Moon," "40 Little MothPARAMOUNT— In Work: "Down Went
McGinty."
Started:
"Woman from Hell."
RKO — Finished: "Millionaire Playboy."
In Work: "The Primrose Path,'.' "Irene,"
"Little Orvie," "Bill of Divorcement,"
"My Favorite Wife."
REPUBLIC— In Work: "The Dark Command." In Work: "My Son, My Son."
SMALL—
20TH CENTURY-FOX— In Work: "Dance
with the Devil," "Hotel for Women No.
2," "I Was an Adventuress," "Cisco Kid
No. 2."
UNIVERSAL-Finished:
"My Little Chickadee."
In Work: "It Happened in Kaloha," "Black
Friday."
Started: "The House of Seven Gables."
WARNERS— Finished: "Virginia City."
In Work: "We Shall Meet Again," "And
It All Came True," "Married, Pretty and
Poor," "Three Cheers for the Irish."
New

Year's Boosts
Milwaukee
Gross
Milwaukee, Jan. 9.— Heavy New
Year'ssionEve
boostedbusiness
all takes.at higher admisEstimated takings for the week ending Jan. 4 :
"Gulliver's Travels" (Para.)
"Our Neighbors, the Carters" (Para.)
PALACE — (2,400) (25c-35c-50c) 7 days, 2nd
week. Gross: $6,000. (Average, $4,000)
"Everything on Ice" (RKO)
RIVERSIDE— (2,700) (25c-30c-35c) 7 days.
Stage:
Benny (Average,
Davis' Stardust
Revue.
Gross: $12,000.
$6,500)
"Another Thin Man" (M-G-M)
"Bad Little Angel" (M-G-M)
"Everything Happens at Night" (20th-Fox)
"The Cisco Kid and the Lady" (20th-Fox)
STRAND— (1,400) (25c-35c-50c) 2-5 days,
split week. Gross: $2,600. (Average, $1,500)
"Four Wives" (W. B.)
"Charlie McCarthy, Detective" (Univ.)
"The Hunchback of Notre Dame" (RKO)
WARNER— (2,400) (25c-35c-50c) 2-5 days,
split week. Gross: $7,600. (Average, $4,500)
"Everything Happens at Night" (ZOth-Fox)
"The Cisco Kid and the Lady" (ZOth-Fox)
"Balalaika" (M-G-M)
"Joe(M-G-M)
and Ethel Turp Call on the President"
WISCONSIN - (3,200) (25c-35c-50c) 2-5
days, split week. Gross: $8,800. (Average,
$5,500)

'Hunchback' Pulls
Lead
$7,100 Omaha
Omaha, Jan. 9.— "Hunchback of
Notre Dame" soared to $7,100 at the
Brandeis, the New Year's Day gross
hitting $2,000, an all-time one-day
record for the house.
Estimated takings for the week ending Jan. 3-4:
"Hunchback of Notre Dame" (RKO)
BRANDEIS— (1.200) (25c-35c-40c) 7 days.
Gross: $7,100. (Average, $4,000)
"Gulliver's Travels" (Para.)
"What a Life" (Para.)
OMAHA— (2,200) (25c-40c) 7 days, 2nd
week.
Gross: $5,700. (Average, $6,000)
"Cat and the Canary" (Para.)
ORPHEUM— (3,000) (35c-55c) 7 days.
Stage: John Boles and Lawrence Welk
orchestra. Gross: $14,200. (Average, $12,500)
"Judge Hardy and Son" (M-G-M)
"Honeymoon's Over" (20th-Fox)
PARAMOUNT— (3,000) (25c-40c) 7 days.
Gross: $6,800. (Average, $7,000)

Wednesday, January 10, 194

'Hunchback'

Tops
Brother Rat and a Baby"
(Warners)
Hollywood, Jan. 9. — Precisely as suggested by the title, this romp
ing comedy picks up the affairs of the lively young people of "Brother
Rat" at a little past the point where that film left off and continues the
story in the same riotous vein. It is swiftly paced, relies upon situation and complication for most of its laughs and gets quite a lot of
them.
Eddie Albert continues his able portrayal of the dully brilliant young
man, now father of a baby addicted to swallowing things, and Wayne
Morris again dashes through the footage as the well meaning young
man who messes up everybody's affairs, including his own. Jane Bryan
Priscilla Lane, Jane Wyman, Ronald Regan, Arthur Treacher, Peter
B. Good and Berton Churchill are others prominent in a large cast.
The film is up to the high Hal B. Wallis standard as regards production, Robert Lord having acted as associate, with Ray Enright directing. The story is an original screenplay by John Monks, Jr., and
Fred F. Finkelhoffe. It has to do with the efforts of Morris to land a
coaching job for Albert and the efforts of everybody else to keep the
Morris efforts from wrecking everybody's interests.
Running time, 90 minutes. "G".*
Roscoe Williams

Draws

Seattle,
$8,500

Seattle, Jan. 9. — "The Hunchbacl;
of Notre Dame" at the Fifth Avemu
drew $8,500. "Invisible Stripes," sup-i
ported by a strong stage bill ?tn»thej
Palomar, took $7,000. The wCjjhei]
was rainy but warm.
Estimated takings for the week end]

"Gulliver's
(Para.)
ing Jan. 5 Travels"
:
BLUE MOUSE— (950) (25c-40c-55c) 7 days.;
2nd
week. Gross:
$3,300.
"Hunchback
of Notre
Dame"(Average,
(RKO) $4,000''
FIFTH AVENUE— (2,500) (25c-40c-55c) 5
days. Gross: $8,500. (Average, $7,000)
"Amazing Mr. Williams" (Col.)
"Blondie Brings Up Baby" 'Col.)
LIBERTY— (1,800) (25c-40c-55c) 7 days;
2nd week. Gross: $6,000. (Average, $5,000) i
"Judge Hardy and Son" (M-G-M)
"The Witness Vanishes" (M-G-M)
MUSIC BOX— (950) (25c-40c-55c) 7 days,'
2nd week. Gross: $3,300. (Average, $4,000)
"Everything
Happens (Univ.)
at Night" (20th-Fox)
"Call a Messenger"
ORPHEUM — (2,450) (25c-40c) 7 days.
Gross: $5,200. (Average, $6,000)
"S. O. S. Mediterranean"
"Invisible Stripes" (W. B.)
(Epinay Studios Eclair-V edis)
PALOMAR— (1,500) (15c-25c-40c) 7 days.
Vaudeville headed by Lamont & Burgess.
Gross:
$7,000. (Average, $5,000)
A
passionate
plea
for
peace,
"S.
O.
S.
Mediterranean"
is
a
stirring
tale of three battleship commanders of three nations who are thrust "Balalaika"
(M-G-M)
into a common adventure. National hatreds fade as the men learn to "Nick Carter, Master Detective" (M-G-M)
PARAMOUNT— (3,050) (25c-40c) 7 days.
respect each other for their respective displays of courage.
Gross: $7,300. (Average, $6,000)
In theme, the film is similar to that of "Grand Illusion," with three
cultured members of the officer class of France, England and Germany
'Victor Herbert' Is
deciding that war doesn't pay. Dramatically, the treatment is different
and the climax is genuinely tense. Produced in France, the film is
New
Haven
Winner
now banned there.
New Haven, Jan. 9.— The ParaThe story is that of a French commander who is ordered to capmount took $7,300 in a split runi
ture an outlaw vessel carrying a cargo of poison gas. In accordance caused by the cutting short of the
with international law, British and German officers accompany him.
second"Television
week of Spy"
"Gulliver's
The gas is a powerful chemical against which gas masks are ineffectual. proposed
Travels" and
to a
When the ship is sunk, the gas travels over a wide area to threaten two-day holdover. "The Great Victor
Herbert" and "Emergency Squad" sixa ship on which the French commander's family is traveling.
French, English and German are spoken but the English subtitles day run makes up the figure.
Estimated takings for the week endare adequate. Pierre Fresnay, Rolf Wanka and Kim Peacock portray
the roles of the commanders with considerable understanding. Patrons
ing Jan. 5 :
and Son"
(M-G-M)
of foreign films should find this enjoyable fare. Leo Joannon wrote "Judge
"City inHardy
Darkness"
(20th-Fox)
COLLEGE—
(1,499)
(35c-50c)
days, 2nd
the story and directed.
week. Gross: $3,300. (Average, 7 $2,700)
"Balalaika" (M-G-M)
Running time, 81 mins. "G."*
Edward Greif
"Those High Grey Walls" (Col.)
LOEW-POLI— (3,040) (35c-50c) 7 day:
Gross: $8,500. (Average, $8,000)
*"G" denotes general classification.
"Gulliver's Travels" (Para.)
"Television Spy" (Para.)
days
"The Great Victor Herbert" (Para.)
Schine Transfers
"Emergency Squad" (Para.)
Holiday Weekend
PARAMOUNT—
(2,348) (35c-50c) 6
Several Managers Gross:
$7,300. (Average,
"Four Wives"
(W. B.) $4,000)
Booms
Washington
Rochester, N. Y., Jan. 9.— Bud Sil- "Two Bright Boys" (Univ.)
Washington, Jan. 9. — With all
ROGER SHERMAN— (2,200) (35c-50c)
verman, for many years Schine disdays. Gross: $6,700. (Average, $5,000)
first run shows
houses onhaving
New Year's
midnight
both Saturday
and
trict manager in Louis Lazar's Ohio
strong.
Sunday nights, grosses were very zone, is city manager here in charge 'Swanee'
Is Detroit
of all Rochester, East Rochester and
Estimated takings for the week end- Fairport theatres.
Smash
with $27,500
Louis Levitch, former city manJan. 5-7 : (W. B.)
Fouring Wives"
Jan. 9. — "Swanee River"
WARNER'S EARLE— (2,218) (25c-66c) 7
ager, remains
manager of Schine's andDetroit,
here.asGene
"The
Honeymoon's
days. Stage: Martha Raye. Gross: $25,000. Madison
Curtis, Rochesnered $27,500
at the Fox. Over" gar(Average, $16,000)
ter publicity director for Schines,
"Invisible Stripes" (W. B.)
Estimated
takings
for the week end
moves to the Paramount at Syracuse,
WARNER'S METROPOLITAN — (1,591)
(25c-40c) 7 days. Gross: $9,000. (Average, while Pat McGee, who has been man- "Charlie
ing Jan. 4:
Detective" (Univ.)
ager of the Syracuse house, goes to "One HourMcCarthy,
$4,000)
to Live" (Univ.)
"The Secret of Dr. Kildare" (M-G-M)
ADAMS—
(1,700) $5,000)
(15c-40c) 7 days. Gross
LOEWS
CAPITOL— (3,434) (25c-66c) 7 Lazar's Ohio zone as district man- $6,000.
(Average,
(Univ.)
ager. He will probably fill the post "First Love"
days. Stage: Louella Parsons and "Stars of
1940." Gross: $26,000. (Average, $16,500)
of Jim Levine, Ohio district man- "Bachelor Mother" (RKO)
"Gulliver's Travels" (Para.)
ager, who has resigned.
FISHER—
(2,700)$7,000)
(15c-55c) 7 days. Gross
$7,000.
(Average,
LOEWS
(2,370) -(25c-55c)
7
days.
Gross: PALACE—
$16,000. (Average,
$12,000)
Lee
Stern,
manager
of
Schine's
"Swanee
River"
(20th-Fox)
West End here, goes to the Empire,
"Housekeeper's Daughter" (U. A.)
LOEWS COLUMBIA— (1,243) (25c-40c) 7 Glens Falls, as manager. Sidney Hol- "The Moneymoon's Over" (ZOth-Fox)
days. Gross: $5,000.
FOX — (Average,
(5,000) (20c-55c)
$12,000) 7 days. Gross
land, Schine Syracuse manager^ goes $27,500.
"Gulliver's Travels" (Para.)
"The Hunchback of Notre Dame" (RKO)
to
Gloversville
as district manager in
RKO- KEITHS— (1,836) (25c-55c) 7 days.
Secret of Dr. Kildare" (M-G-M)
Gross: $17,000. Average, $12,000)
the Mohawk Valley and adjacent ter- "The
MICHIGAN— (4,000) (15c-65c) 7 days, 2n
ritory formerly managed by Frank M. week. Gross: $12,000. (Average, $12,000)
Boucher. Lou Hart goes from the "Kid
The Housekeeper's
Daughter"
(U. A.)
To Start Vaudeville
Nightingale" (W.
B.)
Glove
to
the
Hipp,
Gloversville,
with
PALMS— (3,000) (15c-50c) 7 days. Gross
Philadelphia, Jan. 9. — The
Holme, neighborhood house, shortly Harvey Cocks, Hipp manager, as yet $7,000. (Average, $7,000)
unassigned but remaining with the Judge Hardy and Son" (M-G-M)
will inaugurate a combination vaude- circuit.
UNITED ARTISTS — (2,000) (15c-40c)
ville-film policy.
days. Gross: $9,000. (Average, $10,000)
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Radio
Stanley

May
Film

Shift

Imperil
Finance

Fox

West

Coast

Up

10%

Business of the Fox West Coast circuit is 10 to 15 per cent above
last year's at this time and "indications are that it will continue
better, according to Charles Skouras, head of the circuit, who is
in New York.
Employment is up on the Pacific Coast and people are in a
better frame of mind in contrast to last year when business was
unsettled, Skouras added.
Skouras is discussing plans with his brother, Spyros, head of
National Theatres, for a divisional managers meeting to be held in
Los Angeles late in January or early in February.

(.Continued from page 1)
pear before the Board of Trade tomorrow, pressing for further information concerning the Government's
plans for the industry. It is believed
that they especially will seek clarifi- Clearance
is No. 1
cation of the term control, as used
in Stanley's recent letter to the Films
Council referring to American money.
Woe,
Says Ritchey
The exhibitors strongly favor control of rentals as part of the GovernClarksburg, W. Va, Jan. 9. —
ment financing plan.
"Clearance and its solution is the No.
The exhibitors take the position that 1 problem for 1940, for more general
they cannot offer suggestions of value damage to theatre owners and to disuntil the vague situation is clarified.
tributors has been done by unjustified
They may seek the retention of the clearance than any other one thing."
This was declared here today by
Films Act clauses prohibiting advance
bookings, and probably will oppose H. M. Richey, director of exhibitor
unreasonable quota percentages.
relations for RKO, speaking at the
annual convention of the I.T.O. of
West Virginia, an Allied affiliate.
Four Advertisers
A fair solution of the problem, said
Richey, "must be based on price of
film, admission prices, distance, area,
Lead CBS
Again natural barriers, policy and other facLever Bros., General Foods, Col
clearance in many instances
gate-Palmolive-Peet, and Procter & is "That
product of selfishness and has
Gamble continued as the four leading no the
economic justification has been
tors."
advertisers over CBS during 1939,
shown
many times," he continued.
figures released yesterday revealed.
"ft affects not only the independThe four led for the second year and
ent exhibitor but the producer as well,
the total of the four companies pro- for where the producer is forced,
duced approximately one-third of because an independent circuit or afCBS gross billings of $34,539,665.
filiated circuit controls the town, to
Foods and food beverages, with extend clearance that kills the value
gross billings of $9,688,774, again of the picture subsequently without
proved to be the largest group within
for that clearance a price conthe classification by industries. Drugs getting sistent
with other like communities
and toilet goods were second with the producer and distributor take a
$7,651,605.
definite loss.
The complete breakdowns of bill
'Exhibitors Want Arbitration'
ings by the leading sponsors follow.
Lever Bros., $3,392,672; General
"Where unfair circuits hold up picFoods, $3,191,167 ; Colgate-Palmolivetures an unreasonable time, preventPeet, $2,509,096; Procter & Gamble,
ing the pictures from being shown
$2,283,347 ; Campbell Soup, $2,253,083 ; until they are too old and have lost
R. J. Reynolds Tobacco, $1,418,333;
of their box-office value, they inWm. Wrigley Jr., Co, $1,304,391; most jure
the subsequent run exhibitor and
American Tobacco, $1,286,703; Chryswhen
he
doesn't make a profit, the
ler, $950,146; Ford, $949,297; Liggett
& Myers Tobacco, $945,620; Texas industry
loses."
Richey declared his belief that most
Co, $875,418 ; American Home Prod- exhibitors want arbitration to settle
ucts, $804,839; Continental Baking
Co., $729,543 ; and Pet Milk, $699,242. differences "in a speedy, fair and enforceable manner," and said that sevFollowing the two leaders in the
eral independent exhibitor organizabreakdown by industry were tobacco,
tions favor such machinery. The arbitration formula set un in the code
$5,297,181 ; soaps and household supplies, $4,032,142; lubricants and fuel, negotiations requires little revision,
$2,390,774; automotive, $2,201,293; he said, urging the industry to take
confectionery and soft drinks, $1,587,- steps to establish it this year.
019 ; financial and insurance, $939,988 ;
Every exhibitor should read the
jewelry and silverware, $235,244;
Neely bill carefully and "make up his
shoes and leather goods, $190,255 ; mind
he thinks is the best thing
radios and phonographs, $85,740 ; to do what
and
see that his Congressman
travel and resorts, $11,000; building
materials, $5,645 ; political, $5,352 ; knows how he stands," said Richey.
clothing arid dry goods, $691 ; and
miscellaneous, $216,962.
Associates to Have
Election on Jan. 16
Motion Picture Associates
will elect officers Jan. 16 at
the Hotel Astor at a luncheon
meeting.
Chief interest centers
around the contest for president in which Jack Ellis, incumbent, is opposed by Morris Sanders.

Business

U.S.

Officials

'Lincoln'

to See

Premiere

Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt will
head a crowd of notables who will attend the world premiere of "Abraham
Lincoln in Illinois," scheduled Jan.
22 at the RKO Keith at Washington,
D.
C. The Newspaper
Women's"miere.
of Washington
will sponsor
the Ckib
preTickets will be $2.50 and $5 and
tion.
proceeds will be donated to the charity funds of the sponsoring organizaGuests at the premiere will include,
in addition to Mrs. Rosevelt, Mrs.
Cordell Hull, Mrs. Nicholas Longworth, Mrs. Eleanor Patterson, Mrs.
Charles Evans Hughes, Mrs. Stanley
F. Reed, Mrs. Louis D. Brandeis,
Mrs. George Sutherland, wives of
foreign diplomats ; Robert E. Sherwood, author of the Pulitzer prize
play, and Max Gordon and Harry
Goetz, producers ; film industry executives and press representatives.
Following the premiere, the picture will begin an extended run engagement at advanced admission
prices. The house will have continuous performances from 11 A. M.
until 7:30 P. M. daily, with a morning admission of 55 cents and an
afternoon admission of 75 cents. A
single evening performance will be
given nightly, beginning at 8 :30, with
all seats reserved and an admission
of $1.10.
RKO also is planning a number
of roadshow engagements for the
picture in selected localities where
similar policies will be in effect.

News

Notes

television
commercial
AT 50-minute
yesterday's
demonstration
of a
over at NBC, for the benefit of the
Bulova convention only, some interesting facts concerning
Bulova's
spot
announcements
were given
by Milton
Biow and John H. Ballard, Bvhya.
president.
( ■,
Bulova is the leading user of bpot
announcements in the country, according to Biow. The spots are used on
92 per cent of 50,000-watt stations, are
exclusive
of
them. for watches on 83 per cent
Biow stressed the fact that spot
announcing was insufficient unless
backed by newspaper and magazine
advertising. During 1939, Bulova
used magazines but relied on dealers
for cooperative newspaper ads. This
year's budget will be lifted from
$1,524,757 spent in 1939 to $2,000,000,
in order to permit newspaper ads.
The division of the funds among the
three media was not disclosed.
Jimmie Lunceford, band-leader, is
looking forward to the day when
swing will lose its appeal. Jimmie
was picked up by Harold Oxley when
the former's band was stranded in upstate New York. Together they have
formed the New Era Music Publishing Co. Negotiations for the purchase of three Ascap catalogues are
nearing completion and, together with
60 songs already owned by the band,
will form the nucleus of the new com-

T
pany.
Set manufacturers, notably General
Electric and Stromberg-Carlson, are
featuring combination amplitude modulation and frequency modulation receiving sets in their new 1940 lines.
Although it is too early to tell what
the sales will be, both companies are
pushing the new models. If any degree of marketability is achieved by
the sets, it will probably mark the beginning of FM broadcasting on a
regular basis.
Incidentally, set manufacturers are
overcoming public reluctance to purEdington Praises
chase expensive sets because of the
fear
of
television by featuring push-in
Personnel at RKO
plugs to which a television set can be
Hollywood, Jan. 9. — In his first attached.
official statement since assuming his
T
new position as production head of
Parker Watkins, the Negro tenor
RKO, Harry Edington today said :
"The marked progress made by RKO who has been entertaining commuters _at Pennsylvania
station
since
in the past year offers sufficient evi- Christmas
Eve, will receive
his chance
dence of the company's splendid per- on radio Friday on Benay Venuta
son el. Ihope to continue that prog- variety show over WOR.
ress and encourage that spirit."
Alfred Wallenstein, the musical director, read newspaper accounts of
Watkins arrival at the terminal on
Lloyd Plagiarism Suit
Christmas Eve, after being dropped
An order for the taking of deposi- from the relief rolls, and his singing
tions of Harold Lloyd in Los Angeles which attracted huge throngs.
was
sought
yesterday in the U. S.
s'
Chief
gram
Yesterday afternoon, Wallenstein
Mono
acts Extended District Court by William Jordon
Contr
called for Watkins and gave him a
(Continued from page 1)
Rapp and Lowell Brentano, plaintiffs test. If he makes good Friday night,
firm of Price and Waterhouse was in a $75,000 plagiarism suit against he is in line for a permanent spot.
made assistant treasurer.
Lloyd and his company. Suit claims
Norton V. Ritchey, general mana- infringement of the play, "Greek to
ger of foreign distribution, is retiring You," by the film, "Professor BeHonor Radio Officials
from the board to make a place for
The Advertising, Publishing and
John W. Mangham, of Atlanta, chairRadio Committee of the Boy Scout
man of the executive committee of
Foundation of Greater New York
Warner
Signs
Director
the franchise holders.
will tender a reception to Clarence
Hollywood, Jan. 9. — William K. Francis and Merlin H. Ayleswo
Recently Harry H. Thomas was
rth at
Howard
has signed a contract as diware."
put in charge of the company-owned
Waldorf
the
of
Roof
Starligh
the
t
rector
for
Warner
Brothers.
He
will
exchanges in New York, Philadelphia
Astoria Hotel today at 9:45 P. M.
report to the studio Feb. 1.
and Washington.
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4PinocchioV

Bioff

Indicted;

U.S.

Charges

Tax

Evasion

Ticket

Code

Fight

Settled;
Feb.

1936-37 Incomes Cited;
Surrenders Today

21
Win

Three

Small

Brokers

Concessions

From Theatre League
After Long Dispute

to

Sign

Italy to Show U. S.
Films Once Again
Italy, which has not received any American films
since Jan. 1, 1939, will be
showing U. S. product at an
early date, it was authoritatively learned yesterday.
One of the major American
companies has made arrangements for the distribution in
Italy of a group of films.
The deal is for old pictures
and was made to close a lawsuit in Italy by which a considerable amount of the company's
had pictures
been sequestered. cash
No new
will
be sold by this firm in Italy.

The ticket code controversy was settled yesterday after several months
of wrangling between the League of
New York Theatres and the Associated Theatre Ticket Agencies, organization of the smaller brokers.
Twenty-one of the 23 A.T.T.A.
members signified yesterday that they
would accept the code, with one refusal and one still undecided.
As a result, 32 agencies are now
within the code with all the important
brokers among them. Three concessions were obtained from the League.
Payments from brokers for the period
from Sept. 15 to Nov. 30 were
waived.
At the time the code was adopted GN
Closes Doors;
on Nov. 22, all arrears from March
to Sept. 15 were likewise cancelled.
(Continued on page 4)
Auction on Jan. 16

Los Angeles, Jan. 10. — William
Bioff, I.A.T.S.E. leader, today was
indicted on two counts of income tax
evasion by the Federal Grand Jury
there. He will be surrendered tomorrow by his attorney, George M.
Breslin.
Concluding one phase of investigation of several months' duration,
grand jurors voted a true bill charging Bioff failed to pay proper tax
during 1936 and 1937, the latter year
being a period in which he received
what he described as a $100,000 loan
from Joseph M. Schenck.
Higher Incomes Claimed
Government charges that Bioff
should have paid $4,384 in taxes on
income of $33,573 in 1936 and $80,Grand National Pictures ceased op250 on income of $176,417 in 1937.
erations yesterday when Harry
Film Board Elects
According to Charles H. Carr, asFromberg, trustee appointed by the
sistant attorney general in charge of
court, discharged approximately 100
the probe, Bioff in 1936 paid a tax of
Bowen
President
employees and closed the doors of the
only $105.02 on asserted income of
New York offices.
(Continued on page 4)
Jack J. Bowen, manager of
Sale at auction of the furniture and
M-G-M's New York exchange, yester- fixtures will be held Jan. 16 under an
day was elected president of the New
York Film Board of Trade for 1940. order signed yesterday by Referee
Goldwyn
Weighs
During the past year, Bowen served Peter B. Olney, Jr., which authoras treasurer.
izes sale on five days' notice to crediThe bulk of the assets, it was
Dismissal Appeal
Nat Beier, manager of the United learned,tors.will
not be sold at auction
Artists branch in New York, was
Samuel Goldwyn's attorneys are elected first vice-president, and Ben but efforts will be made to sell diconsidering an appeal to the U. S.
rectly to some large concern.
Circuit Court from Federal District Abner, M-G-M New Jersey manager,
Joseph
Dannenberg, attorney for
was elected second vice-president.
Judge John P. Nields' recent deci- Other officers follow :
the
Creditors'
Committee, was named
sion in Wilmington, dismissing GoldDavid A. Levy, head of the Big attorney for the trustee by Referee
(Continued
on page 4)
breach of contract suit against
(Continued on page 4)
United wyn's
Artists.
Goldwyn, who discussed arrangements for a new releasing deal with
RKO, Paramount and finally War- Roosevelt,
Discuss
Depinet
(Continued on page 2)
Weeks

to Produce

For Monogram
George W. Weeks, general sales
manager for Monogram, will produce
for the company in Hollywood upon
his retirement from the sales post
March 1.
Contract extensions voted to W.
Ray Johnston and Scott R. Dunlap,
vice-president in charge of production,
by the board of directors, will carry
> their contracts to March 1, 1945.
Weeks has been planning to enter
production for some time. He joined
I Monogram as vice-president in charge
of sales more than a year ago.

Set

Opening

at

Center

70% Price Is Reported;
Admissions Raised
By SAM SHAIN
"Pinocchio," Walt Disney's second
feature-length cartoon, will open in
February at the Center Theatre for
an indefinite run at above average admission prices.
RKO Pictures is reported arranging
for terms of 70 per cent of the gross
and hopes that the picture will exceed
the five-week $530,000 gross garnered
by "Snow White" in January-February, 1938, at the Radio City Music
Hall and at the same time surpass the
$150,000 in rentals received for the
Disney picture during its Music Hall
showing, by $50,000 to $100,000.
Plan Mid-February Opening
"P'inocchio" will open at the Center
Theatre on or about Feb. 15, according to present plans.
The only other picture ever to obtain terms of 70 per cent in metropolitan New York is "Gone With the
Wind," now being offered at the Astor
and Capitol at advanced admission
It is also reported that RKO also
prices.ask for a special admission scale
will
at the Center, assuring an average of
(Continued on page 8)

Ticket

Tax

Revenue

Slumps
$1,330,000
Washington, Jan. 10. — The decline in box-office grosses in the: higher
brackets during 1939 as compared to
1938 is indicated in the drop in Federal admission tax collections, from
$20,800,779 in 1938 to $19,470,802 in
1939, a decrease of $1,329,977.
Collections at the box-office declined
Con
and
Pro
Booking
Block
from $18,423,307 to $17,06,415, it is
shown by figures contained in the anVice-President
The pro and con of the abolition of RKO
nual report of the Commissioner of
Internal Revenue.
block booking is set forth by James
Post Given Merrill
Roosevelt, president of his recently
In addition to collections at the boxorganized Globe Prod., and Ned E.
William Merrill, assistant to Presi- office, the commissioner disclosed, the
dent George J. Schaefer, was elected Government obtained $667,099 during
Depinet, RKO vice-president, in the
current issue of The Rotarian.
a vice-president of RKO Pictures at the fiscal year which ended June 30,
Roosevelt advocates elimination of a meeting of the company's board of last, from free or reduced rate admissions, against $575,954 in the preblock booking as a means of provid- directors
yesterday at the company's
home offices.
ceding year; $68,926 from leases of
ing the exhibitor and public with betWilliam H. Clark, O. R. McMahon boxes or seats, against $42,954 ; $23,ter pictures and argues that "disreVan Wagner were elected as- 661 from tickets sold by proprietors
gard" of the situation by the industry and G. sistant
treasurers.
in excess of established prices, against
will probably lead to legislative regulation.
J. Miller Walker and Gordon Young$42,954;against
$172,495
from ticket
brokers'
were chosen assistant secretaries sales,
$186,619,
and $1,442,204
Roosevelt disclaims any favor for man
of the company.
(Continued on page 7)
(Continued on page 7)
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Dismissal

Appeal

{Continued from page 1)
ners, will not pursue these negotiations further, according to close associates, until the courts finally settle
the status of his dispute with U. A.
Goldwyn is expected to leave today
for California. He has remained incom unicado tothe press since his arrival here last Sunday.
\t is understood that a disagreement over indemnity conditions led
to the rupture of negotiations between Warner Bros, and the producer for the release of his picture, "The
Westerner."
Previously, the Paramount board of
directors had discussed a Goldwyn
deal but took no action.
United Artists'
attorneys
had board
communicated with members
of the
of Warner Bros, and Paramount advising them against making a deal
with Goldwyn on account of the U.A.
contract. Goldwyn's contention is that
his U. A. contract is no longer existent.
Milland

Picture

and

Griffith

Purely

Personal

BARNEY BALABAN, Paramount
president, plans to leave for a
Florida vacation on the conclusion of
production conferences at the home
office with Y. Frank Freeman, studio
d here Jan. 22.
head, who is expecte
•
Harry Brandt, Tobv Gruen, John
Hicks, Earl Carroll, Tom Connors, Ted O'Shea, Russell Holman, Bob Wolff and Max A. Cohen
at Nick's Hunting Room in the Astor
for lunch yesterday.
•
Stanton Griffis, Leon Netter,
Leonard Goldenson, Alec Moss,
Ezra Stone, A. P. Waxman, Lionel
Stander, Ed Wynn and Elissa
Landi lunching at• Sardi's yesterday.
Morton Pfeffer of the National
Screen Service production department
will leave tomorrow for a two-week
vacation in Miami.
•
Col. P. A. Powers has accepted
chairmanship of the film and theatrical
division of the American Defense Society, preparedness organization.
•
Ted Krassner, buyer and booker
for the Cinema Circuit, and Jacquelyn
day. Lassoff are to be married Sun•
Hunter Perry, Paramount theatre
associate, is here from Virginia for
home office conferences.

To London for Para.
Ray Milland and Director Edward
H. Griffith will go to England next
Spring for work with the company's
British production forces under David
E. Rose.
It was announced earlier that Madeleine Carroll would be starred in one
Nate Goldstein, Western Massaof the four or five Paramount pictures
chusetts theatre operator, is in New
to be made in England this year for York.
worldwide distribution. The company
will select six or eight others from its
Herman G. Weinberg has resigned
Hollywood player and director rosters from the French Cinema Center.
for assignments abroad within the next
few weeks, it was said.
Charles Moses leaves for Florida
this week.

►

EFER
RGEnt, SCHA
GEOpreside
ed ,to RKO
leave
is schedul
for the Coast Jan. 19 for conferences
with Harry Edington and other
studio officials. Ned E. Depinet,
vice-president, will leave for the Coast
after the Washington premiere of
"Abe Lincoln in Illinois," Jan. 22.
•
Capt. F. G. Doney, former manager of the Capitol Theatre, St.
Thomas, Ont., who joined the colors
at the first rumble of war, was one of
the first officers to reach England
with the Canadian Active Service
Force.

Chicago

Meeting

Saturday

Second of a series of Columbia divisional sales meetings will be held
Saturday and Sunday at the Black- J
stone, Chicago, for the midwestertt I
and central divisions.
Current and forthcoming product
and sales plans will be discussed at
the meeting, which will be attended by
more than 50 of the company's / " • ne
office and field sales officials. V,'ttending from the home office will be:
A. Montague, general sales manager, who will preside ; Rube Jackter,
Max Weisfeldt, Leo Jaffe, George

Josephs,
rice
Grad. Hank Kaufman and Mau- 1
From the field will be Phil Dunas,
midwestern division manager ; Car|
Shalit, central division manager, and
branch managers O. J. Ruby, M. H.
Evidon, H. J. Chapman, B. C. Marcus and C. D. Hill. In addition,
S. A. Lynch, Paramount theatre salesmen from the Chicago, Detroit,
associate in Florida, is expected in Milwaukee, Des Moines, MinneapoNew York today for a brief business
lis, Kansas
visit not in connection with his the- changes
will City
attend.and St. Louis ex.'
atre interests.
•
Johnson
President
Mrs. Jack Kirsch, wife of the
Of General Register
president of Allied Theatres of Illinois, has gone to Miami Beach for a
E. Bruce Johnson has been elected
vacation. Kirsch plans to join her president of the General Register
there later.
•
Corp., succeeding Capt. P. C. Passman, who is retiring for war service
Edwin Fadiman, president of Na- in England. Passman, president for
tional Pictures, has returned with his the last two years, will continue for
family
Florida. from a two-week vacation in several months in an advisory ca-

Si Seadler, M-G-M advertising
manager, is ill at his home.
Columbia

Kilpatrick

Gottlieb of DuArt Laboratories isin Canada on business.

Declares

Preferred

Dividend

;

Cliff Lewis, Paramount studio advertising and publicity head, is expected in New York from the Coast
on Monday for a week of home office
conferences.

The change was made by Cyril Fospacity.
ter, treasurer of Bell Punch Co., Ltd.,
London, who came here for the annual stockholders meeting.
He was
reelected treasurer of General Register, D. H. Finke of Chicago was
Louella Parsons ends her stage reelected vice-president and Charles
tour in Chicago today and leaves for C. Butler was reelected secretary.
Johnson has been manager on the
the Coast.
Pacific Coast for four years, with
He
Frank Lloyd leaves the Coast at headquarters in San Francisco.
participated
in
the
organization
of
the
the close of the week for New York First National Exhibitors Circuit, and
and Williamsburg, Va.
was an executive of it for some years.

Arthur

j
[
!

Roy Disney is in New York from
the Coast for conferences with Hal
Horne, Walt Disney Eastern representative.

Heading

N. Y. Fund Division
James L. Kilpatrick, president of
Columbia yesterday declared a regular quarterly dividend of 68^4 cents the New York Telephone Co., has
per share on its $2.75 convertible pre- been named chairman of the utilities
ferred stock, and an additional divi- and amusements division of the 1940
dend of 34^4 cents per share due for campaign of the Greater New York
the preceding quarter on the same Fund. The fund's appeal seeks supplestock.
mentary money needed for 396 voluntary health and welfare agencies of
The payments, due Feb. 15 to the city.
holders of record Feb. 1, will bring
the dividends on Columbia's preferred
up to date. .
Equity Names Committee
Actors Equity has appointed Alfred
Frank Seltzer Here
Harding, editor of Equity, and Paul
N. Turner, its counsel, as its members
On 'Mice' Campaign on
the committee to plan the building
Frank Seltzer, publicity director for
Hal Roach Studios, arrived here from of audiences for the legitimate stage.
the Coast yesterday. He came East The League of New York Theatres
will appoint two other members.
to launch the advertising and publicFrank Gillmore, president of Associated Actors and Artistes of America,
ity campaign
on release.
"Of Mice He
and is
Men,"
United
Artists
ex- will be the fifth.
pected to remain here until the film
has its New York premiere early next
month.
Bookers Elect Jan. 22
Officers of the recently organized
New York Bookers Club will be
Mednikow Rejoins NSS
elected
Jan. 22 at the Hotel Lincoln.
Chicago, Jan. 10. — John Mednikow
has been appointed sales manager for Candidates for president are Ted
National Screen Service here. He Krassner, Myron Starr and Harold
had left National Screen two years Klein. Alex Arnswalder, Jack Meltago
head the offices here of Trailer- zer and Ruby Greenberg have been
Madeto Co.
nominated for vice-president.

Producer

j

j
!
j
j
I

Bischoff

Quits at Warners
Hollywood, Jan. 10. — Sam Bischoff,
veteran Warners producer, today told
Motion Picture Daily, that by mutual consent his contract has been
cancelled.
It had until September
to run. Bischoff leaves Saturday for
New York on a six-week vacation. HisI
last release was "A Child Is Born."
MOTION PICTURE
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Biof

f Indicted;

U.S.

Charges

Tax

Evasion

(Continued from page 1)
$5,710 and in 1937 paid a levy of
$193.50 on asserted income of $7,205.
The maximum penalty on each
count is five years in jail or $10,000
fine or both.
Breslin and Michael Luddy, the latter attorney for the Los Angeles Central Labor Council, late today issued
the following statement :
"We have not as yet seen the indictment and have no definite knowledge of the exact charges. However,
we assume that the indictment involves matters which were investigated several years ago by the Sacramento Grand Jury and by the legislative interim committee on capital and
labor, and lately by the Federal Grand
Jury.
"Although we do not intend to try
the case in any place other than a
proper court, we do feel that Mr.
Bioff's complete innocence of any possible charge will be definitely established in due course."
Code

Fight

Settled

Ticket Brokers
(Continued from page 1)
The brokers argued, and the League
finally agreed, that the failure to
adopt a new code until late in November should relieve brokers from
making interim payments.
The second concession was the
waiver of bonds from brokers. Bonds
will be required only when violations
are proved. The last concession was
permission to the brokers to form an
advisory commission of their own for
the purpose of meeting with the Code
Enforcement Authority. The commission will have no votes but will
be permitted to advise on rules and
procedure at trials.
The Authority met yesterday to
consider reports of a "buy" at the
St. James Theatre where Earl Carroll's "Vanities" was to be housed.
Boris Said, lessee of the St. James,
was unable to appear and the meeting
was postponed until next week. However, with the acceptance of the code
by. the A.T.T.A., there is little likelihood that any "buy" could be effected. The code, of course, prohibits
"buys."
By

Film

Board

Elects

'Wind'
Field

Picture

Strong
Staff

In
Gets

Wired reports to the Loew circuit
home office yesterday indicated a
heavy advance sale on "Gone With
the
Wind"theatres.
for the Jan. 26 openings
at Loew
With tickets placed on sale early in
the week, reservations were reported
as follows : Rochester, $12,500 ; Nashville, $6,500; Memphis, $4,500; Baltimore, $11,000; Indianapolis, $2,400;
St. Louis, $4,500 ; Wilmington, $2,000 ;
Washington, $7,200; Toronto, $4,900; Springfield, $2,200; New Orleans, $4,600; Worcester, $1,200; New
Haven, $2,000.
Loew's in Jersey City, which put
tickets on sale yesterday morning, reported 70 per cent of the first night
sold by night fall. A total of more
than 5,000 telephone reservations were
reported before the tickets arrived.
In addition, a sale of $40,000 was
reported in Philadelphia since Friday
for the two-a-day engagement at the
Boyd and reserved evening and Sunday matinee seats at the Earle, starting
Jan. 18 and 19, respectively. These
are Warner theatres.
R. Vogel,
operator
of Loew's
outJoseph
of town
theatres,
was elated
and
said "the figures are so big I can
hardly believe them."
Loew's has ordered more than 3,000,000 reserved seat tickets so far.
The circuit is making a drive to sell
out the first night show and plans to
start each of its engagements with a
"dress-up" premiere.
Reserved seat tickets are being
placed on sale only for the first week
of the Jan. 26 openings. The advance
sale already includes 50 to 70 per cent
of capacity of the first night shows.
Loew houses opening Feb. 1 have not
placed tickets on sale yet but report
thousands of telephone reservations.
Mail orders are reported heavy.
Loew's is putting on from six to 10
extra office employes in each theatre
to handle the reserve seat detail. Special boxoffices have been erected in
the lobbies.
Although the newspaper ads continue to say that seats at the Capitol
on Broadway are not reserved, the
management reports receiving about
500 telephone calls a day for reserved
seats. The number of telephone calls
at the theatre has increased to about
5,000 daily, mostly for information on
starting time of the picture, when it
breaks and if seats are available.
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All
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Data

Here

M-G-M's national exploitation campaign on "Gone With the Wind" was
detailed to field exploitation representatives covering the United States and
Canada at a meeting at the Hotel
Astor yesterday. William R. Ferexploitation manager, conductedguson,
the session.
Ferguson described the ballyhoo in
Atlanta in connection with the world
premiere and discussed press books,
accessories and publicity. Pat Reis,
representing Howard Dietz, M-G-M
advertising and publicity chief who
is in California, and Jack Peters of
Donahue & Co agency, spoke on advertising.

Actors
Fund

Got

Relief
in

1939

$500,000

The M. P. Actors Relief Fund coU
lected "more than $500,000" during
1939 and disbursed approximately
~ ";v
to w/Oi.^.ie
cases,
Jean
Hersholt,
director
the year
during
$400,000
fund, reported yesterday- in addressing
the Circus Saints and Sinners at their
luncheon meeting yesterday at the
Astor.

Hersholt was inducted as a "fall
guy" at the session, which was attended by about 400 members, prominent in all walks of life.
A big feature will be a nationwide
Among those present were George
tour during which costumes used in
RKO president; Richthe film, artists' sketches and de- J. Schaefer,
ard C. Patterson, chairman of the
signs will be exhibited in department RKO board ; S. Barret McCormick,
stores and fashion salons. The dis- advertising and publicity director;
play will open in Philadelphia Jan.
16 prior to the local engagements, Rutgers Neilson, RKO publicity manwith Baltimore and Washington
ager
mer;Clyde
GovernorPangborn,
Hoffman aviator
of New; ForJerscheduled next. The tour, in charge
sey,
"Main
Guy"
of
the
Circus
Saints
of Capt. Volney Phifer, will continue
for at least six months.
and Sinners ; James Crowley, FordAttending the meeting from the ham coach ; "Larry" McPhail of the
home office were : Division Managers Brooklyn Dodgers ; Frankie Frisch,
Tex O'Rourke, "Equestrian DirecT. J. Connors and Edward Saunders ; others.
tor" of the organization, and many
E. W. Aaron, M. L. Simons, C. K.
Stern, Eddie Carrier, Bryan Lee, J.
J. Flynn, Mel Heymann and Jack
Kuhn. Also present were District Einfeld in Tomorrow
Managers E. K. O'Shea, New York ;
For '69th' Campaign
John J. Maloney, Pittsburgh, and
John E. Flynn, Detroit.
Field representatives attending,
Charles Einfeld, director of advermost of whom left last night, were:
tising and publicity for Warners, will
Morris Abrams, Minneapolis ; arrive from the Coast tomorrow for
James Ashcraft, Philadelphia ; Charles conferences with Mort Blumenstock
Baron, Pittsburgh ; N. E. Beck, San on the handling of "The Fighting
Francisco ; W. G. Bishop, Chicago ; 69th," set for Jan. 27 release. Einfeld
Dewey Bloom, Toronto ; A. L. also will set campaigns on "Virginia
Burks, Charlotte ; E. B. Coleman, City" and "The Magic Bullet."
Dallas ; C. C. Deardourff , Cleveland ;
Jack L. Warner, vice-president, will
Carlton DufTus, Washington ; Todd
come here with Pat O'Brien, one of
Ferguson. Memphis ; Elliott Foreman, the three stars of "The Fighting 69th,"
New7 York ; Jack Gilmore, Buffalo ; to attend the reunion at the WaldorfH. W. Lambert, Omaha and Des Astoria on Jan. 24 of the old 69th
Moines ; Bert McKenzie, Boston and Regiment. James Cagney, who with
New Haven ; Harold Marshall, In- George Brent stars in the film, also
dianapolisClaud
;
Morris, St. Louis ; plans to attend. A feature of the reLouis Orlove, Milwaukee ; William
union will be a screening of the WarParker, Seattle ; Norman Pyle, Chiner
film. Warner
the Coastandon O'Brien
Jan. 22 will
and
cago ;Warren Slee, Detroit ; James arrive from
Shiller, Los Angeles ; James Thames, Cagney will come down from his farm
Atlanta; Ernest Van Pelt, Salt Lake at Martha's Vineyard, Mass.
City ; Jack Walsh, Albany ; Irving
Waterstreet, Kansas City; J. E. Watson, Cincinnati.
GN Closes Doors;
Auction on Jan.
(Continued from page 1)

'Harvest'

Dispute

Bowen
President
(Continued from page 1)
The New York Film Critics' Award
U exchange, sergeant-at-arms in
was still under discus1939, treasurer ; Myron Sattler, man- for "Harvest"
sion yesterday.
ager of Paramount's New York
A group of foreign film distributors,
branch, re-elected secretary, and Joseph J. Felder, head of the Mono- including Joseph Burstyn, Max Goldberg, Jean Lenauer, Martin Lewis,
gram exchange in New York, serI. E. Lopert, Archie Mayers and John
geant-at-arms.
Installation of officers will be held S. Tapernoux, dispatched a telegram
to the critics pointing out that the
within 10 days.
distributors had depended "greatly on
your sympathetic support and underAmpa Guests Today
standing of our difficulties" and exBetty Grable of "Du Barry Was a
pressing
embarrassment
"a new-to
comer
to the group,
in at
refusing
Lady" and Ezra Stone, director of
"See My Lawyer," are scheduled to accept the award."
appear at the Ampa luncheon at Stouf"More than ever," the wire confer's restaurant today. John Chaptinued,and"wewe
require
interest
trust your
that continued
this incident
man, News columnist, will speak.

Still

Rages

will not in any way reflect on the importers as a group, and the foreign
films in general, which in the past
have been given such considerate treat-

16

( )lney yesterday. Dannenberg stated
that at present he could not say what
companies were bidding on Grand National property. Underwriters Salvage
Co. will handle the sale.
Earle W. Hammons, former head
of Grand National, plans to return
to the production of short subjects
if he can obtain a major releasing

Andre R. Heyman, president of the
French Cinema Center, responded by deal.
calling the telegram a "deliberate attempt to capitalize on a misunderOrders Lloyd Answers
standing." "We are proud," said
Harold Lloyd was ordered yesterday
ment." "that we as newcomers were
Heyman,
responsible in our first venture for the by Federal Judge Hulbert to answer
depositions in Los Angeles on Jan. 15
Meanwhile,
the critics declared that in the suit of William Jordan Rapp
release
of 'Harvest'."
they were heartily weary of the inci- and Lowell Brentano. Suit for $75,00'.".
dent and declined to discuss the matter damages claims plagiarism of the
except to say that Heyman took the plaintiffs' play, "Greek to You," in the
scroll Sunday and hadn't returned it. Lloyd film, "Professor Beware."
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Wind'
9 Los

|l With

Paces

Angeles
$49,600

- Los Angeles, Jan. 10. — "Gone with
he Wind" maintained its strong pace
n the second week here, with a total
if 149,600 at two houses, $21,800 at
h^arthay Circle and $27,800 at the
lO^nTOd Artists.
Estimated takings for the week endng Jan. 10 :
'Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
CARTHAY CIRCLE— (1,518) (75c-$1.50) 7
i'iays. 2nd week. Gross: $21,800. (Average.
;i7,ooo)
"Balalaika" (M-G-M)
"Joe and Ethel Turp" (M-G-M)
CHINESE— (2,500)
(30c-75c)
7 days.
Cross: $11,500. (Average, $12,500)
"Of Mice and Men" (U. A.)
4-STAR— (900) (40c-55c) 7 days. 3rd
week. Gross: $5,800. (Average, $3,250)
"Hunchback of Notre Dame" (RKO)
HILL-STREET — (2,700) (30c-65c) 7 days.
2nd week. Gross: $8,500. (Average, $6,500)
"Balalaika" (M-G-M)
"Joe and Ethel Turp" (M-G-M)
LOEW'S
STATE—
(2,500) $14,000)
(30c-75c) 7 days.
Gross:
$13,100.
(Average,
"Hunchback of Notre Dame" (RKO)
PANTAGES— (2,000) (30c-65c) 7 days.
2nd week. Gross: $6,900. (Average, $7,000)
"Gulliver's Travels" (Para.)
PARAMOUNT — (3,595) (30c-65c) 7 days.
3rd week. Stage: F. & M. revue, Rube
Wolf and orchestra. Gross: $11,500. (Average, $18,000)
"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
UNITED ARTISTS— (2.100) (75c-$1.50) 7
days. 2nd week. Gross : $27,800.
"A Child Is Born" (W.B.)
"Money to Burn" (Rep.)
WARNER
BROS.
(HOLLYWOOD) —
(3,000) (30c -65c) 7 days.
Gross: $7,500.
(Average, $14,000)
"A Child Is Born (W.B.)
"Money to Burn" (Rep.)
WARNER BROS. (DOWNTOWN) —
(3,400) (30c-65c) 7 days. Gross: $8,800.
(Average, $12,000)
Newspaper

Women

To See 'Girl Friday'
New York's newspaper women have
, been invited to attend the opening
performance of Columbia's "His Girl
Friday" at the Music Hall tonight.
Heading the list of those attending
will be Rose Bigman, Walter Winchell's secretary.
Others expected to attend include :
Miriam Lundy, Julia McCarthy, Grace
Robinson, Norma Abrams, Rosalind
Doherty, Edna Ferguson, Mary Flaherty, and Lillian Barker of the
Daily News; Kathleen McLoughlin
of the New York Times; Emma Bugbee of the Herald Tribune; Dorothy
Kilgallen, Hannah Simmons and Peggy Altschul of the Journal-American;
Sally MacDougall and Helen Worden
of the World-Telegram ; Mabel Green
and Kay Thomas of the New York
Sun; Dorothy Dunbar Bromley, Maurinne McCann and Dixie Tighe of
the Evening Post; Mrs. William
Brown Meloney of This Week Magazine; Martha Coman of the New
York Newspaper Woman's Club, and
Loretta Miller of King Features.

Theatre.

Picture

Daily

Personnel

Tips

Notes

Named Theatre Assistant
Oklahoma
City, Jan. 10. — John
Cincinnati, Jan. 10. — The Ackerman estate will build a new 900-seat Trotter has been promoted to assistant manager of the Plaza, Standard
suburban house, at an estimated cost
of $110,000, to be known as the Sun- Theatres Corp. house. Roy Davenset, in the vicinity of the Glenway,
port, manager of the downtown Warner, has resigned to go to Dallas,
which they also operate.
where he will manage the Joy, owned
Joins Loop Theatre
by Tol Teeter.
Chicago, Jan. 10. — Stuart Tomber,
Sells Virginia Theatre
formerly manager of the Fargo in
Sycamore, is now assistant manager
Chatham, Va., Jan. 10. — J. C.
Hester has sold the Ritz here to E.
of the Garrick in Chicago's Loop.
E. Branscome of the Brancome CirHeads B. & K. Personnel
cuit.
Chicago, Jan. 10. — Elmer ImmerHeads Theatre Company
man, formerly manager of the Garrick,
has become director of personnel of
St. Louis, Jan. 10.— L. Earl Stethe Balaban & Katz circuit.
phenson has been named president of
the
recently
organized Missouri TheCuts Operating Time
atre Corp. of St. Joseph, Mo.
Washington Depot, Conn., Jan. 10.
— Joseph Reed has reduced operation
Quits Indianapolis House
at the Bryan Memorial Theatre and
the Bantam to four days a week.
Indianapolis, Jan. 10. — Tech Nicholas, manager of the Lyric here, has
Remodeling in Westport
resigned to become manager and perrepresentative of Orrin Tucker
Westport, Conn., Jan. 10. — The and hissonalorchestra
and Bonnie Baker.
Fine Arts will close shortly for complete remodeling.
Sutton Joins 20th-Fox
Opening Connecticut House
Denver, Jan. 10. — Thomas Sutton,
Cheshire, Conn., Jan. 10. — Natale assistant manager at the Tabor, has
DiFrancesco will open the newly- joined 20th Century-Fox as a studen'
constructed 499-seat Cheshire about salesman.
Jan. 20. DiFrancesco formerly operated the Annex, New Haven, and
Open in Louisiana
this will
be Cheshire's first motion picture theatre.
Lake Charles, La., Jan. 10. — The
Dixie, new neighborhood house of the
Southern Amusement Co., has opened
here.
Fire Damages House
St. Louis, Jan. 10. — The LaRose
in Roseville, 111., operated by George
Spicer, was damaged by fire that
started in the projection booth.
Plans Cincinnati House

on

Exploitation
U.A. IsScene
Dramatizing
'Mice'
on CBS
United Artists has concluded arwith CBS from
for athe
dramatization ofrangements
a scene
Hal
Roach-United Artists production, "Of
Mice and Men" on the "Pursuit of
Happiness"
wide hookup program
on Sundayover
at 4 a:30nationP. M.
Burgess Meredith, Lon Chaney, Jr.,
and Roman Bohnen will appear on
roles.
the radio program in their screen
Coloring Contests
Used
for 'Gulliver'
Coloring
contests planted by exhibitors in local newspapers in seven
cities, Boston, Birmingham, Atlanta.
Syracuse, Buffalo, Cleveland and Detroit, wereScenes
arranged
on the
"Gulliver's
Travels."
from
picture
were published daily, and prizes
awarded for the most artistic coloring.
'Father and Son Week'
Exploits 'Judge Hardy'
Columbus, Jan. 10. — Russell
Bovim,
of Loew's
Ohio,to has
declared manager
the current
seven days
be
"Father and Son Week," in connection with the showing of "Judge
Hardy claredand
Son."
Bovim to also
dethe week
dedicated
Mickey
Rooney in recognition of his recent
top award in the nation-wide poll of
exhibitors by Fame.
Fathers are invited to bring their
sons, and vice versa.

Building Kansas House
Quinter, Kan., Jan. 10. — Wesley
Bolen is opening a new 300-seat house
in a converted building here.
Using Name Bands in Miami
Miami, Jan. 10. — New policy of the
Plaza, plus
Miamifilms.
Beach, is to use "name"
bands
To Improve Illinois House
Springfield, 111., Jan. 10. — Kerasotes
Brothers here will spend $26,000 for
improvement of the Senate.
Miami Concern Chartered
Miami, Jan. 10. —
Theatre Corp. here
with capital stock
I.
Padgett, T. H.
Bowlidge.

Biscayne Boulevard
has been chartered
of 100 shares, by
Teasley and G S.

Plan New Kansas House
Kansas City, Jan. 10. — A. J. Simmons and Warren Weber, who operate the Plaza at Howard, Kan., are
planning a new $20,000 theatre at
Burlington, Kan., to seat 400.

Dill to Head Fair
Buys Missouri Theatre
San Francisco, Jan. 10. — Marshall
Kansas City, Jan. 10. — L. G. Lay
Dill, president of the Chamber of
the Louis, Negro patCommerce, has been named president has takenronageover
house, St. Joseph, Mo., from
of the "Fair in 1940," to succeed Le- M. B. Presley, who operates the
land W. Cutler, who headed last Globe, Savannah, Mo.
year's fair.
Abrams Joins Big Feature
Morley Novel to RKO
Harry Abrams has been appointed
Hollywood, Jan. 10. — RKO has manager of the Indianapolis office of
bought the screen rights to Christo- Big Feature Rights Exchanges. Alliance Films Corp. franchise holder in
pher Morley's latest novel, "Kitty that territory.
Foyle."

Charles
OWEN
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Headliner
FRANKIE MASTERS
AND HIS ORCHESTRA
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Debate

Pro,

Motion

Picture

Con

Ticket
Feature

Of

Block

Tax
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of it.the abolition of
opposing

7

Daily
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$1,330,000
(Continued from page 1)

from cabarets and roof gardens,
against $1,516,748.
Heaviest box-office collections were
$6,402,255 in New York State, against
$6,933,909 in 1938 ; $2,025,017 in California, against $2,042,397, and $1,404,081 in Illinois, against $1,629,549.
Lightest collections were $4,958 in
North Dakota.
Greatest percentage gain was recorded in Georgia, where collections
jumped from $71,486 to $184,496.
Sharpest drop was in Utah, from
$41,322 to $17,221.
Box-office admission tax collections
by states in 1939, compared with 1938,
were as follows :
1939
Alabama
1939
23,940
21,764
16,428
20,780
$62,130
26
979
44 922
113,007
$52,918
ion
1Colorado
Q 1 T Tf"\itM1 1 Q
192,895 0 fXA*)
187,174
85,233
Delaware
50,855
42,975
260,103
226,087
District of Columbia.
258,768
259,782
184,496
71,486
61,508
12 722
Idaho
59,351
148,364
294,370
1,404
77 080
955 1,629,549
66,618
Iowa
49,242
69,474
Set in the background of a shady night club, "Cafe Hostess" is a
49,844
100,031
59,497
Louisiana
Indiana Theatres
routine melodrama of a hostess (Ann Dvorak) who is unhappily en89,983
27,533
264,247
gaged in entertaining the customers, drinking with them and lifting
32,651
303,894
Fight School Films their wallets when they become tipsy. Her impulse to leave is thwarted
848,718 1,058,915
612,927
539,026
Indianapolis, Jan. 10. — Counsel for
134,900
185,465
the Associated Theatre Owners of when she sees another former entertainer, Wynne Gibson, return from
an
unsuccessful
effort
to
escape
the
environment.
Indiana has been instructed by the
345,145
336,899
18,206
board of directors to institute legal
The arrival of Preston Foster, a sailor on shore leave, further compli7,822
13,252
49,188
proceedings against the Sunman, Ind.,
9,021
24,148
cates Miss Dvorak's dilemma. Douglas Fowley, the club owner, threatschool board in an effort to prohibit
ens to kill Foster when the latter discovers some incriminating evidence. New Hampshire
492,558
59,209
use of school property for other than However, Fowley is killed in a free-for-all staged by Foster and his
48,173
492,224
school purposes.
9,203
8,312
13,741
sailor companions.
13,187
The association charges that the
6,402,255
6.933,909
board is presenting films in the school
The players do much to enliven the story and there are several hu- Ohio
North Dakota
546,944
545,857
69,466
morous interludes. The experienced cast also includes Arthur Loft,
each Saturday night with admissions
80,922
4,958
72,135
3,056
at 10 and 15 cents and in addition has Bruce Bennett, Eddie Acuff, Bradley Page and others. Sidney Salkow
88,160
offered cash .awards to induce in- directed.
54,826
933,574
90,180
Pennsylvania
creased attendance.
137,316
116,585
Rhode
Island
900,874
Edward Greif
Running time, 63 minutes. "A."*
"This is one of the first test cases
42,201
26.097
entered by the association," the direcSouth Dakota
100,452
*"A" denotes adult classification.
tors said in making the proposed ac87,816
479,258
481,289
tion public, "and if successful may
Utah
8,717
have considerable bearing on similar
17,220
41,322
8,560
115,402
103,839
situations throughout Indiana."
"Macushla"
153,196
6,806
(Stellar Productions)
113,683
6,482
26,590
Nathanson
Takes
22,823
130,986
130,092
This Irish film, directed by Alex Bryce, with exteriors filmed in
17,988
Wyoming
Option on Shares northern Ireland, is moderately entertaining screen fare, which doubt10.741
Total
$17,096,415 $18,423,307
less will find a sympathetic and ready audience among Irish patrons.
Toronto, Jan. 10. — President N. L.
Nathanson of Famous Players Ca- For others, the film has little that is sufficiently outstanding to intrigue
Mack Heads Musicians
nadian Corp. has taken up the balance them.
of his option on common shares of
It is well produced and ably cast. Pamela Wood, as the daughter
Middletown, O., Jan. 10. — Abe
the company for 1939 at a price of
Mack has been installed as president
of
a
farmer
who
is
engaged
in
smuggling
after
border
guards
are
in$15 per share, the block of stock restituted, has the leading role. Jimmy Mageean is the father, Max of the Musicians' Protective Associamaining under his agreement with
tion, affiliate of the American FederaAdrian
her
brother, member of a revolutionary group, and Liam GaffFamous Players being 5,000 shares.
tion of Music here. Other officers inNathanson has 11,000 shares under ney a member of the border guard and sweetheart of Miss Wood.
stalled were : Ed Christmann, viceThere is much excitement and action in the closing sequences, as president ; Earl Mendenhall, secretary
option of purchase next July at $16
and a final block of 11,000 shares to the hideout of the group is discovered. It catches fire, and Adrian saves and treasurer ; Eugene Goldflies, busibe taken up in 1941 at $17.
Gaffney and makes good his own escape. There is humor, too, of
ness agent ; Blaine Whitt, sergeant-atthe Irish variety, while the dialogue and dialect in themselves are arms, and Harold Norris, Herman J.
entertaining.
Copp and Glenn Russell as members
of the executive board.
Gary Anti-Trust Suit
Running time, 80 minutes.
"G."*
Charles S. Aaronson
Delayed Indefinitely
Plan Benefit Showing
*"G" denotes general classification.
Chicago, Jan. 10. — The anti-trust
suit of Gary Theatres against Balaban
St. John, N. B., Jan. 10.— All film
exchanges here have offered pictures
& Katz Circuit, Warner Theatres and
Roosevelt Changes Title without charge for a proposed midJ
Cabanne for Wallace
the major distributors, came up for
trial today, but was indefinitely postHollywood, Jan. 10. — "Storm in night
Hollywood, Jan. 10. — Universal has
show by the new Film Girls'
poned.
which the authors, David Patriotic Club. The receipts would b?
assigned Christy Cabanne to direct Paradise,"
Boehm
and
Henri
Verstappen,
are
It is understood here that the at- "Alias the Deacon," replacing Richard
used for club purposes in connection
torneys in the case are awaiting the Wallace who will take over the prepa- adapting for James Roosevelt's Globe with their patriotic activities, including knitting of sweaters, mitts, jackets,
outcome of the Government anti-trust
ration of the Pasternak production, Productions, will be known as "Two
suit against the major companies in featuring Gloria Jean, which follows on a Tour." United Artists will re- caps, socks for Canadian soldiers,
lease the film.
sailors and airmen.
New York.
"If I Had My Way."

"Music in My Heart"
(Columbia )
Hollywood, Jan. 10.— Showmen are offered such saleable merchandise as the singing of Tony Martin, Andre Kostelanetz and his band,
'block booking, describes its origin and
'growth as a natural and essential chosen fourth ameng popular dance orchestras in Motion Picture
method of wholesale distribution of
annual poll of radio editors, the tunes of Robert Wright and
ifil/^v He denies that its elimination Daily's
Chet Forrest and the personalities of Rita Hayworth, Edith Fellows,
w'.-^p, result
better
pictures
for- ex- Alan Mowbray and Eric Blore in "Music in My Heart."
hibitors andinthe
public,
contending
Ithat the production risks which it
The story, an original by James Edward Grant, places Martin in the
iwould introduce would increase film role of a singer whose permission to remain in the country has expired,
I costs and admissions regardless of the as his parents neglected to file citizenship papers. En route to the boat
individual merit of a production.
on which he is to be deported, a taxicab collision provides an introducHe reminds that with percentage
tion to a girl trying to catch the same boat in order to be married.
engagements and a cancellation right
The
boat is missed, with every opportunity from there on in the
.most films already stand on their own
[ when offered to the exhibitor and the story — which eventually brings the two together permanently — being
public. Depinet ascribes much of the used to advantage by director Joseph Santley as a means of presenting
support for abolition of block booking the musical abilities of his cast, abilities which were heard with appreto relatively small but articulate segciation bythe preview audience.
ments of the film audience, whose inAs produced by Irving Starr, the picture is pleasant and unpreten; dividual likes in motion pictures are
tious entertainment, at its best in the many musical moments woven into
i not reliable as production or exhibits tion guides to the tastes of the masses. the story.
He asserts that the Neely bill is
Running time, 70 minutes. "G."*
Walter Selden
thought "by a large proportion of the
industry to be an amazing example of
; misleading, deceptive and confused legislation, destined to wreak havoc" in "Cafe Hostess"
the industry.
(Columbia)
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Britain
Center
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Theatre

Show

U.S.
Expects

to

70% Price Is Reported;
Opening in February;
Admission Boosted
(Continued from pafu. 1)
75 cents per seat at the 3,200-seat theatre.
"Snow White" at the Music Hall
played at an admission scale of 40
cents to $1.65. The run averaged 68
cents per seat at the 6,200-seat theatre.
The picture is going into the Center
the Music Hall's bookings
because
would have become seriously congested
if "Pinocchio" were played there on a
greatly extended run such as is contemplated atthe Center.
Music Hall Schedule Crowded
The Music Hall's schedule of pictures would have become dislocated
too severely, and the Rockefeller management ofthat theatre considered that
its obligations to other distributors
whose product it already has purchased
and booked should be fulfilled.
RKO alone has nine of its big films
scheduled for the Music Hall, most of
which might have been dislodged from
their bookings had the Disney picture
gone into that house. These RKO
films include "His Girl Friday," "Shop
Around the Corner," "Swiss Family
Robinson," "Vigil in the Night,"
"Primrose Path," "Irene," ."My Farmer's Wife," and "Tom Brown's
Schooldays."
The regular RKO sales policy on
"Pinocchio," as announced by the
company in December, calls for sale
of the picture on a 50-50 basis with
exhibition restricted to single runs.
The terms were announced as applying uniformly everywhere and that the
picture would not be sold anywhere on
a flat rent basis.

Break
NBC

'Snow
Bans

Keeps

'Pinocchio

White

9 Gross

Games

Chance

^

BC yesterday issued its new program policies to conform with
changes made under the N.A.B. code. Under the heading of contests there appears :
"Contests must offer the opportunity to all contestants to win on the
basis of ability and skill, rather than chance. Games of chance are not
When queried about the acceptabilacceptable."
"Pot onof a Gold"
Heidt's
Horace$1,000
ity of gives
which
weekly
pure
chance basis, program officials declined to be quoted. However, the
official answer was :
"We accept it as an experimental
program and we are watching the reactions. Because of program balance,
we have turned down similar proThe Power of Radio
grams."
IVOR broadcast a call Friday night
for the wife of a patrolman who had
died suddenly. She zvas knoztm to be
heading South in an automobile ivithoui a radio. Four hours after the
announcement, a private car. noting
the license plates, drew alongside to
give her the message.
Program Renewals
Philip Morris cigarettes have renewed "Johnny Presents" over 82
CBS stations. . . . Ethyl Gasoline has
extended "Tune Up Time" over 66
CBS stations until the end of the year
and Prudential Insurance has done
Marries"
"When a. .Girl
with stations.
the
over same
51 CBS
. Bisodol has
renewed "Mr. Keen, Tracer of Lost
Persons," over 38 NBC-Blue stations.

One-Minute Interview
"We sell time only to companies who have merchandise
or services to sell, and to
candidates of legal political
parties during the campaign.
All other organizations may
have time free but cannot
buy it," said Major Lenox R.
Lohr, NBC president, over
cocktails the other night.
president of the Crosley Corp., operating WLW and WSAI. He has
also been appointed general manager of the manufacturing division.
. . . Bette Davis will receive the
Redbook Magazine's "Motion Picture Award for 1939" when she appears on the "Gulf Screen Guild
Theatre" Sunday.
New

Industry

Programs

"Little Orphan Annie" and "Carters
of Elm Street" script shows, sponsored by the Wander Co. for Ovaltine, start over one of the largest
hookups used for daytime script shows,
84 Mutual stations, on Monday, Jan.
22. . . . To meet the objections against
German language programs, WCNW
will air a program by the GermanPersonalities in the News
American Writers' Association, of
which Thomas Mann is president, on
George Gallup, head of the
American Institute of Public Opin- Thursdays at 6:30 P. M., starting toAfter 'Snow White's' Record
ion, speaks over Mutual Saturday,
day. . . . George Jessel's "Celebrity
"Snow White" attained a domestic Feb. 3, at 9 P. M. . . . Raymond C. Program" moves to its new Thursday
gross of upwards of $4,000,000 which Cosgrove has been named vice- 8 P. M. spot tonight.
the RKO people are going to try to
exceed it with "Pinocchio."
The Center Theatre has been util- 700 Canada
Pennsylvania
ITO
Houses
ized by the Rockefeller Center management as a special stage show atTo Show War Short
Supports Neely Bill
traction house and opera house. HowPhiladelphia, Jan. 10. — The AlMontreal, Jan. 10. — "Call to a
lied I.T.O. of Eastern Pennsylvania
ever, with "Pinocchio" playing there,
Rockefeller Center once again will Nation," a short subject explaining- yesterday reaffirmed their support of
Canada's
need
for
a
new
national
have two picture houses, this one and
war loan, will appear in more than the Neely bill. The board of govRadio City Music Hall.
ernors was elected, with E. B. GregThe Center was opened as a straight 700 theatres across the Dominion this
ory,
Harry Pearlman, Charles Steifel,
week-end.
It
was
produced
by
the
film house in December, 1933, but was
Harry Chertcoff and George Ickes
National Film Board.
later darkened and reopened as a spenamed for the three-year term, and
cial attraction theatre.
Thomas Lazarick for one year.
Engagement Party
Sidney E. Samuelson was renamed
Vincent Borrelli, assistant manager business manager, Gregory was elected
George Stroud Honored
Toronto, Jan. 10. — Continuously a of exchange operations for Columbia, secretary and Ben Fertel, treasurer.
theatre manager in Hamilton, Ont, and Claudia Simonson, who has been Norman Lewis, J. Segal and Max
since he took charge of the Savoy, a associated with the company for a Corr were named board alternates.
vaudeville house, in 1910, George number of years, were tendered a conStroud was accorded tributes on the
gratulatory banquet by Columbia exVaudeville Extended
ecutives atthe Cotton Club last night,
completion of 30 years in the business.
Toronto, Jan. 10. — Famous Players
He is manager of the Palace, a Fa- following the recent announcement of
their engagement.
Canadian Corp. has installed vaudemous Players unit.
ville in another theatre of the circuit,
the Cartier in Hull, managed by RobNetco Official Testifies
ert Maynard. The program policy
W. B. Names Macomber
Sherwood Macomber, head booker provides two screen features and stage
Boston, Jan. 10. — George C. Walsh
of Netco Theatres Corp. was on the at the Warner New York Exchange, acts. Big-time vaudeville playing
stand all day today in the Morse and has been appointed office manager suc- Shea's Theatre, Toronto, was recently
ceeding Sam Lefkowitz, who has been booked into the Palace Theatre, HamRothenberg anti-trust suit against the
major film companies and he is due named branch manager of the merged
ilton, on a permanent basis with weekly bills following engagements at the
New York, New Jersey and Brooklyn
to spend the greater part of tomorrow- branches.
Toronto house.
there as his testimony is continued.

Cash

Frozen

London,tributorsJan.
American
dismay do 10.
as— they
wish with
their money frozen in this country,
but , they may not convert it( to
dollars.
The Board of Trade so advised
exhibitors under questioning at today's
conference between Trade Board
tion.
officials and representatives of the j
Cinematograph Exhibitors AssociaThe Board of Trade indicated that
it has no power to prevent the acquisition offilm houses or mortgages
in this country by American companies using their frozen assets. The
proposed Film Credits Bank of the
Government is in no way related to
the American money here, it was
emphasized.
American companies spending the
same amount of money here on production as under the existing quota
will be compelled to make a certain
number of minimum-cost films under
a new agreement, it was declared.
The recent agreement with American companies with regard to the exportation of money, which was not
published at the demand of American
interests, may be published later at
dicated.
the request of the C.E.A., il was inThe Board promised not to replace the present Films Act until
a satisfactory alternative is ready,
but it was hinted that if the Films
Council takes an unreasonable time
in the discussion, the Government
alternative might be less satisfactory.
Bernhard

Contract

Extended

3

Years

Joseph Bernhard, general manager
of the Warner theatre circuit, on
March 10 last year was voted a threeyear extension of his contract to
March 13, 1942, it was disclosed yesterday in a report filed by -the company with the Securities & Exchange
Commission.
His compensation for the first year
of the extension is $1,750 a week plus
$500 expenses, with an increase in the
second and third years to $2,000 weekly plus $500 expenses.
Hal B. Wrallis, production head, received asalary of $260,000 for the year
ended last August. James Cagney and
Errol Flynn, received $243,000 and
$181,333, respectively, for the year,
and Samuel Schechner, a broker, received $61,600 in the same period.
Chicago Deal Fails
M-G-M has failed to make a deal
this year with the Schoenstadt group
of 10 neighborhood theatres in Chicago. As a result, the M-G-M availability of subsequent run houses- in
several zones has been moved up, according to John E. Flynn. district
manager, who is in Newr York.
Cuts Prices in Berwyn
Chicago. Jan. 10.— The B. & K.
Berwyn Theatre in Berwyn. a suburb,
has cut admission prices. Other nearby
theatres have done the same.
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Illinois

Biof

NEW

in

Jail

rA Chief Posts 2 Bonds
In U. S., State Cases
Springfield, 111., Jan. 11. — A requiition asking California authorities to
-eturn William Bioff, I.A.T.S.E.
eader in Hollywood, to Chicago to
serve a six months' jail term imposed
17 years ago, was signed today by
Governor Horner.
Bioff was convicted in 1923, but
for some reason yet unexplained he
never served the sentence, officials
said.
Governor Horner, in a lengthy
statement, said in part :
"In view of the fact that the defendant in this case was convicted in
|Illinois of a crime, has not served his
sentence, and that the defendant himself made no satisfactory explanation
of why his sentence was not served, I
am of the opinion that the unexplained
and apparently inexcusable delay or
negligence of the law-enforcing officials of Cook County should not exempt the defendant from paying the
penalty of the law for his crime."

Judge Frees Nick
At His Fourth Trial
St. Louis, Jan. 11. — Extortion charges against John P.
Nick, deposed boss of the
Motion Picture Operators
Union, were dismissed today
by Circuit Judge Thomas
Rowe, Jr.
Nick's counsel claimed the
state had failed to produce
sufficient evidence to warrant
giving the case to the jury for
consideration.
Dismissal came on the
fourth
Nick's that
fourth
trial onday
the ofcharge
he
had extorted $10,000 from
theatre owners in 1936 to
forestall a wage increase for
operators. Three previous
Nick trials ended in mistrials.

Fine

Arts

Enters

Distribution

Field

Hollywood, Jan. 11. — Franklyn
Warner, president of Fine Arts Pictures Corp., today announced the formation of Fine Arts Producing and
Distributing Corp.
Warner plans to establish his own
exchange system. The branch offices
of Grand National, for which Warner
produced under the Fine Arts banner,
may be taken over by his new comBioff Surrenders Twice;
pany. Warner expects to have offices
Posts Bonds, Gets Release
in 25 key cities.
The new organization in no way
Los Angeles, Jan. 11. — William
Bioff, Hollywood studio union labor affects his deal with RKO for which
leader, today surrendered himself in he will make three films, one of which,
two cases.
(Continued on page 2)
He appeared before U. S. Marshall
(Continued on page 4)
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Trade
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U.S.

Washington, Jan. 11. — President
Roosevelt's latest nominee to the Supreme Court, Attorney General Frank
Murphy, may not participate in the
consideration of any of the Department of Justice's anti-trust suits
against the motion picture industry,
if and when such cases reach that tribunal, itwas brought out today at a
hearing on the nomination before a
Senate Judiciary Subcommittee.
The subcommittee, after the hearing
at which the attorney general was
questioned extensively regarding his
attitude on civil rights and other matters, approved the nomination, which
is to be taken up for consideration by
the full committee Monday.
The question of Murphy's qualifica(Continued on page 2)

Paris, Jan. 11. — With the war
nearly four months old, France's film
industry has shown only slight recuperation from the first effects of the
war. Plans for the resumption of
production are not materializing and
the producing industry is virtually at
a standstill.
Only one important film has been
started since September, and two pictures, on which production was interrupted by the war, have been completed. Two chief causes responsible
for the situation are the difficulty in
obtaining leaves from the army by
technicians, players and directors, and
the tightening of finances.
Box-office grosses have declined 50
per cent from last year, but recent
figures have shown a slight increase

Firm
in

By SHERWIN A. KANE
Litigation and threats of regulatory
legislation are old stories to Adolph
Zukor, chairman of the board of Paramount and industry veteran, who said
on his arrival from the Coast yesterday that there is little about them to
darken the industry's outlook.
"We have always been harrassed
by suits and legislation," Zukor said.
"Perhaps, there are more of them now
than before but that does not necessarily mean that the industry is the
worse off for it.

Guard
Secrets

Trust

Suit

Majors' Victory in Fight
Over Interrogatories
The Government yesterday agreed
to withhold from the public confidential information disclosed by answers
of major defendants to interrogatories
in the Government's anti-trust suit,
in a stipulation filed in the U. S.
District Court.

Such answers as relate to the terms
of contracts with exhibitors and the
"Now, as ever, the industry's big- financial position of the companies, although not specifically stated in the
gest problem is to produce more good
stipulation, will be considered confidential and will not be disclosed, reZukor is scheduled to sail today on
liable sources said.
the Santa Elena with John W. Hicks,
The Government conceded the point,
pictures." vice-president and foreign
Paramount
department head, for a two months it was learned, when the majors exbusiness
pressed fear that a number of answers
America. tour of Central and South
would reveal business and trade seunfairly advantageous to competiIgnoring the frequently heard the- cets
tors.
ory that the Latin American market
Under the agreement reached with
offers heretofore untapped possibilities
for Hollywood product, sufficient, majors, the Government can also ask
even, to offset to a large degree losses that certain of its answers be withof European revenue due to the war,
(Continued on page "4)
Zukor said he was convinced that
Latin American business could be increased only by providing that market U.S. Critics Vote
with more of what its present audiences want the most.
'Chips' Best Film
He
strongly
suspects
that
"motion"
pictures are the answer, but added
"Goodbye, Mr. Chips," English-prothat the projected trip will provide
duced M-G-M picture, was selected as
(Continued on page 2)
the best picture of 1939 by the counDaily. try's film critics, in the 18th annual
"Ten Best" poll conducted by Film

Industry

Production

to

Suits

Crippled;

Drop
Cases

U.S.

CENTS

Hopes

Gloomy

The other nine productions, in
the order of their selection, were :
"Mr. Smith Goes to Washington,"
"Pygmalion," "Wuthering Heights,"
"Dark Victory," "The Women," "The
Wizard of Oz," "Juarez," "Stanley
and Livingstone" and "The Old

over the first two months of the war.
With blackouts frequent and many
evacuations, Paris has been especially
A total of 542 critics responded.
hard hit from the film standpoint. "Goodbye, Mr. Chips" received 472
About 200 of a total of 300 houses are votes, the highest total polled in the
(Continued on page 8)
now operating in the city, but are
required to close at 11 P.M.
The limitation of 300 persons per
in New
York
performance has been dropped, with Herman
Maid."
capacity now determined by the numFor Metro Parleys
ber of accommodations in nearby
bomb shelters. Another improvement
Pandro Berman arrived here yesis the elimination of the policy of reterday from the Coast for confervivals which had been applied in first
ences with M-G-M home office offirun and suburban Paris houses as well
cials concerning his new post as proas in the provinces.
ducer for the company. He will reIn the provinces, business is near
main in town for about two weeks
average in the south and west where before going to Florida for a vacapopulation(Conti
tion. Berman will return to the Coast
s have
nuedincreased,
on page 5)partly be- from the South.
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(Continued from page 1)
Hicks and himself with the opportunity to make certain of this.
tion of ParaIT looked like a conven
mount executives during the lunch
"We haven't paid enough attention
hour at Sardi's yesterday. Dining to the foreign markets, especially the
there were Adolph Zukor, Austin
Latin American market, in the past,"
Keough, Barney Balaban, Stanton he said. "My observation has been
Griffis, Leon Netter, Robert Gil- that these people cannot be fully entertained by pictures overburdened
ham, Neil Agnew, Russell Hol- with sub-titles.
The essential for mass
man, J. J. Unger, Leonard Goldenappeal is action and a minimum of
son, John Hicks, David E. Rose dialogue.
and John D. Hertz, Jr.
•
"That is wanted just as much today
Endre De Toth, Hungarian direc- as it was 15 years ago."
Asked his opinion of Mayor Lator, arrives from Europe today on the
Guardia's efforts to win production
Rex. Other passengers aboard in- for
New York City, Zukor said he
clude Ingrid Bergman, Swedish actress en route to the Coast, and I. regarded the proposal as "not very
practical." He continued:
Goldsmith, British producer.
•
do not
say that the
idea
is "I
sound
or unsound.
Hismayor's
effort may
William Orr, Tom Connors, Sam be successful. But I see no more
Shain, Ed Saunders, Toby Gruen, reason for bringing production to New
Owen Davis, Sidney Phillips, Earl York from Hollywood than for bringCarroll and Max A. Cohen lunching the motor industry here from Detroit or the packing industry from
ing at Nick's Hunting Room in the Chicago.
Astor yesterday.
•
"To amount to anything, the movement would have to be made very
Lon Chaney, Jr., arrives here to- gradually and would have to be
day from the Coast via American Airlines. He will remain for the opening without interruption."
"I am sure," he said, "that away
of "Of Mice and Men," Roach-U. A.
film in which he appears.
from
limited
horizons,
writers,Hollywood's
directors and
players
would
•
have a different outlook and their picAnita Louise left yesterday for
tures undoubtedly would be different
a week's
following
Conn.,
Hartford,
vacation here. A personal appearance from Hollywood's."
in Chicago will follow the Hartford Fine Arts Enters
engagement.
Distribution Field
(Continued from page 1)
Dave Blum, publicity director of
M-G-M's foreign department, ob- "Isle of Destiny," is now being deserves abirthday Monday.
livered, Warner said.
•
The new schedule calls for 26 feaWilliam Dieterle, director, artures and 16 outdoor action melorived here from Hollywood yesterday
dramas. The first releases will be five
for a two-week vacation.
productions which a New York court
•
ordered Grand National to return to
Vincent McFaul, Shea circuit Warner. They are "Shadows Over
manager, has returned to Buffalo after Shanghai," "Frontier Scout," "Cipher
New York conferences.
Bureau," "Long Shot" and "Panama
•
Productions to go before Fine Arts
Lee Newbury, president of New
within the next three weeks
Jersey Allied, leaves late next week cameras
Patrol."
for a Southern trip.
are "Dead Man Cipher," "SOS Submarine," "Derelict Street," "At Your
Age"
and
"Interference."
Warner announced
that additional
Publicity, Ad Men
exchanges
will
be
set
up
as speedily as
Form
Union Here
possible. He expects the entire distributing organization functioning
Almost 100 persons last night attended the first meeting of the newly- from Coast to Coast by the time the
incorporated Screen Publicists and first of the new pictures is completed.
Advertisers Assoc. at the Piccadilly
Sol Edwards is Warner's Eastern
Hotel. Its purpose is to unionize pub- manager.
licity and advertising employees working for the 10 motion picture comQuestioned
panies in the city. It will be an in- Murphy
dependent organization and will not
On Trust Suit Stand
be affiliated with a national labor
(Continued from page 1)
organization, it was said. Meetings
tion
to
sit
in judgment on any of the
will be held every other Thursday.
After becoming fully established, the cases actively before the Department
group will present wage and hour de- while he was its head was raised by
Chairman Burke, who called attention
mands to employers, leaders said.
to reported plans of the Department
to seek a reconsideration of a recent
Theatre Man Held
four-to-four decision in an anti-trust
case against the oil industry after the
For Obscene Film vacancy on the court had been filled.
St. Louis, Jan. 11. — Samuel MilAnswering an inquiry by the chairas to whether he cared to say
lard, exhibitor of "Condemned," a what mancourse
he would take, Murphy
film dealing with social disease, was
arrested at the Lyric theatre for the said he did not know enough about
second time last night on a charge of the particular suit to commit himself
showing an obscene film. He was re- but asserted that, if he finds he is
leased on $1,000 bail and is to ap- disqualified, he will "lean backward"
in that direction.
pear in court next Wednesday.

Friday, January 12, 194

daily

Actor

Huston

Backs

Mayor on N. Y. Films
Walter Huston is the first
actor to publicly support
Mayor LaGuardia's campaign
to bring production to New
York.
"Pictures can be made here
as well as in Hollywood," says
Huston. "This is the amusement center of the country.
It would seem only natural
to concentrate film, stage and
radio activities here."
Court

Gets

Vineland

Writ Appeal Monday
Arguments on the appeal of Warner theatres and major distributors
from the order of Judge Kirkpatrick
of Philadelphia granting a preliminary injunction to the Landis Theatre, Vineland, N. J., will be heard
Monday in the U. S. Circuit Court
of Appeals, Philadelphia.
William Schnader, Philadelphia attorney,
Shapirodefendants.
will representandtheHarry
distributor
Morris Wolf, the Grand and Globe,
defendant Warner theatres, and Ben
Golder will represent Vitagraph,
Inc.
Kirkpatrick's
order of
Nov.
6 Judge
last held
that a master
contract
between the distributors and the
Warner theatres violated the antitrust laws and temporarily enjoined
the defendants from continuing the
contract in effect.

Newsreel
Parade

The zveekend issues of the news \
reels feature the coverage of the Jack
son Dinner in Washington. Produce
tion of U. S. Army bombers, launch ]
ing of a drive against paralysis am\
shots
theare
newincluded.
commander
of ttu'A
U. S. of
fleet
Reeli,ffaA
their contents follow. y * .I
MOVIETONE NEWS, No. 36— Jacksoii
Day dinner. Production of bombers i:|
Seattle. ofTestDimes"
new pontoon,
Launci'iij
"March
drive. boat.
Richardson
new naval chief. Tom Dewey holidays witl;
family. Ballet set for New York opening!
Ice skating races. Golf tournament. Lev
Lehr.

NEWSin Washington.
OF THE DAY,NavyNo. changes
234.— Demo
crats
flee;
chiefs. Super bombers made in Washing-,
ton. Judydrive.
GarlandTiger
and taming
Mickey inRooney
paralysis
Chicago:itii'\
Open Golf tournament in Los Angeles I
Golden Glove bouts in New York.
PARAMOUNT
NEWS,
No. 39— Hollywood appeals for infantile paralysis fund
Roosevelt addresses Jackson Day diners
Little wins golf tournament. British sailors1
in Montevideo.
Dewey vacations with1!
family. Mass production of Army bombers
Lou Gehrig birthday.
on parole board. Connie Mack'
celebrates
RKOdinner.
PATHEDewey
NEWS,
No. with
51— Jacksor1
Day
at home
family
Anniversary of Red Revolution. Navy
shifts fleet commanders.
Speed production
of planes for army.
Golf tournament.
UNIVERSAL NEWSREEL, No. 840Jackson
Day observed.
before presidential
battle. Dewey
Bombersrelaxes
produced
for
Army. "March
of Dimes" started.
Hat'
fashions.
Golf tournament.
Dempsey
dedicates
Golden Glove bouts in1
New York. pool.
Ice skating.
Writer

Roosevelt

Seeks

Writ

to Make

Exhibitor

Survey

Against 'Mr. Smith
Los Angeles, Jan. 11. — An injunction action to restrain Columbia from]
Los Angeles, Jan. 11. — James
Roosevelt will make a series of visits further distribution of "Mr. Smith
to representative exhibitors to discuss Goes to Washington" was filed in Federal District court here today by Louis
types of pictures in demand by audi- Ullman, writer.
ences throughout the country before
The action asserts that the plaintiff
starting production on his first United
submitted a story to Columbia entitled
Artists release.
His first visit will be to officials of "Three Little Tales Go to Market,",
the Jensen and Von Herberg circuit, and alleges that certain characters and
Portland. While in that city he will material from the story were used in;
attend a banquet being tendered Ted R. the Frank Capra production subseGamble, a Jensen and Von Herberg
manager, on Jan. 20 by the Portland quently.
Junior Chamber of Commerce, which
See 'Peace on Earth'
has cited the theatre man as the city's
Representatives of the French, Ital-i
ian,
Japanese and Chinese consulates
"outstanding junior citizen of 1939."
last night attended a showing of "Peace
on Earth," M-G-M anti-war cartoon,
Banquet to Honor
which was screened for the New York
Astor' s Noted Nick University motion picture appreciation
conducted by Dr. Frederick
Nick Lorang, major domo of the class
Thrasher.
Hunting Room at the Astor Hotel,
will be honored at a banquet on Jan.
MOTION PICTURE
27 at the hotel. It will be attended
by hundreds of notables from every
branch of show business besides other
DAILY
industries. Nick, as he is known to
(Registered
U. S. Patent Office)
thousands who lunch and dine in the
daily except Saturday, Sunday and
famous room, has been host to most Published
holidays by Quigley Publishing Company,
of the famous names in show business Inc., 1270 Sixth Avenue, Rockefeller Center,
New York City. Telephone Circle 7-3100.
for the past quarter of a century.
Cable address "Quigpubco, New York." Martin Quigley, Editor-in-Chief and Publisher;
Colvin Brown, Vice-President and General
Dunphy
Organizes
Manager;
Rothacker,
President; Watterson
Sam Shain,R. Editor;
JamesViceA.
Film-Making
Firm Cron, Advertising manager; Chicago Bureau,
South Hollywood
Michigan Avenue,
B. O'Neill,
Organization of an independent 624
manager;
Bureau, C.Postal
Union
company to produce two pictures in Life Building, Boone Mancall, manager, William R. Weaver, Editor; London Bureau, 4,
New York was announced yesterday
Golden Square, London Wl, Hope Williams,
by C. J. Dunphy, former stock broker manager, cable address "Quigpubco, Lonand former studio publicity director
don." All contents copyrighted 1940 by Quigfor Paramount.
ley Publishing Company, Inc. Other Quigley
publications: Motion Picture Herald, Better
He said the company, as yet un- Theatres, International Motion Picture Almanac and Fame. Entered as second class
named, will spend $600,000 for its first
two films. He said scripts have been matter, Sept. 23. 1938, at the post office at
New York, N. Y., under the act of March
completed and stars selected, but de- 3, 1879. Subscription rates per year $6 in the
clined to reveal details.
Americas and $12 foreign. Single copies 10c.

NBC

■5*

Nation-wide

WINS

Popularity
Once

NBC

again

U. S. and

editors
Poll!

other

12 out of 15 first places!

award

majority

coveted

NBC
Fame

Poll
and
Takes

(Made

by Motion

Motion

Picture

Daily

Herald)

16 out of 22 first places!

Dramatic Series
ONE
Comedians
Comediennes

Classical Male Singer
NELSON EDDY
Classical Female Singer . LUCILLE MANNERS
Popular Male Singer
BING CROSBY
Comedian
JACK BENNY

Best
Best
Best
Best
Best
Best
Best

Dramatic Serial
....
ONE MAN'S FAMILY
Light Classical
FIRESTONE HOUR
Dance Band
GUY LOMBARDO**
Variety Hour
CHASE & SANBORN
Quiz Show
INFORMATION PLEASE
Commentator
LOWELL THOMAS
Educational
...
CHICAGO ROUND TABLE
*Beside Cleveland, readers in 149 cities and towns
participated
the balloting.
"Shared inwith
CBS

MAN'S FAMILY
JACK BENNY
FANNY BRICE
TN

NEARLY

Polls, NBC

Popular Musical Programs OF KAY
KYSER'S
COLLEGE
MUSICAL
KNOWLEDGE
Comedy Series
JACK BENNY
Announcers
t . . . DON WILSON
Commercials
JELL-0 PROGRAM
♦Shared with CBS

of these
tisers

SYSTEM

•

•

positions.

sweeping

And

to the

the winners,

A

who

made

radio
we

We

in the

Dealer

and

WorldFame

held the majority

Naturally

victories.

agencies

BROADCASTING

BROADCASTING

Plain

artists or programs

and

possible.

classification

Cleveland

of the choice

decided

GREATEST

every

Telegram,

Popular Dance Orchestras . . . GUY LOMBARDO*
Swing Dance Orchestras ....
BENNY GOODMAN
Classical Orchestras
NBC SYMPHONY

WORLD'S

WINS

Best
Best
Best
Best

(Charlie McCarthy)
DON AMECHE

Teams . . . FIBBER McGEE AND MOLLY
Singers, Male
BING CROSBY
Singers, Male
NELSON EDDY
Singers, Female . . . MARGARET SPEAKS

NATIONAL

pro-

Favorite Personality ....
CHARLIE McCARTHY
Favorite Program
CHASE & SANBORN
Best Master of Ceremonies
DON AMECHE

TOSCANINI

Picture

NBC

Cleveland Plain Dealer Poll!*
Takes 14 out of 18 first places!

WINS

Open Champion EDGAR BERGEN
Film Stars on Air

Comedy
Popular
Classical
Classical

NBC

Orchestra
GUY LOMBARDO*
Sports Announcer
BILL STERN
Quiz Program
. . INFORMATION PLEASE
Commentator
LOWELL THOMAS
Conductor
* Shared with CBS

to

and

grams and artists

Popular Classical Singer
NELSON EDDY
Popular Quarter Hour Program . . . FRED WARING
Best Comedian
JACK BENNY

Favorite Symphonic

radio

of "firsts"

positions

Favorite Program
JACK BENNY
Outstanding New Star
ALEC TEMPLETON
Popular Male Singer
BING CROSBY
Favorite Studio Announcer
DON WILSON

Popular
Favorite
Favorite
Favorite

Canadian

WINS

World -Telegram
Takes

Polls!

NBC

thank
these

editors

are deeply

is proud
the adver,
programs

whose

votes

appreciative.

COMPANY
Radio

Corporation

of America

Service

Motion

Picture
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'Wind'

Pulls

'Hunchback9
Hollywood

Reviews

Philadelphia
The
Hit,

$26,500

Philadelphia, Jan. 11. — With the
Sunday blue laws against the sale of
liquor
houses onhadNew
one Year's
of the Eve,
best downtown
weeks in
years. Best business was done at the
Stanley, with "The Hunchback of
Notre Dame" pulling $26,500, and
"Four Wives" at the Boyd, running
it a close second with a nice $22,000.
Estimated takings for the week ending Jan. 5 :
"Raffles" (U. A.)
ALDINE — (1,700) (32c-42c-57c-68c) 7 days,
2nd week. Gross: $14,000. (Average, $8,000)
"Another Thin Man" (M-G-M)
ARCADIA— (600) (32c-42c-57c) 7 days,
2nd run, 3rd week. Gross: $3,800. (Average,
$2,600)
"Four Wives" (W. B.)
BOYD— (2,400) (32c-42c-57c-68c) 7 days.
Gross: $22,000. (Average, $13,000)
days
"Destry Rides Again" (Univ.)
EARLE— (2,800) (32c-42c-57c-68c) 7
Gross: $14,000.
"Everything Happens at Night" (20th-Fox)
"Swanee River" (20th-Fox)
FOX— (3,000) (32c-42c-57c-68c)
7 days.
Gross: $19,100. (Average, $13,000)
"Ninotchka" (M-G-M)
KARLTON— (1,000) (32c-42c-57c-68c) 10
days, 2nd run, 2nd week. Gross: $9,500.
(Average, 7 days, $3,000)
"Judge Hardy and Son" (M-G-M)
— (2,200)
(32c-42c-57c-68c)
7 days,
2ndKEITH'S
run. Gross:
$6,100.
(Average, $3,500)
"Gulliver's Travels" (Para.)
"The Hunchback of Notre Dame" (RKO)
STANLEY— (3,700)
(32c-42c-57c-68c) 7
days. Gross: $26,500. (Average, $14,000)
"Invisible Stripes" (W. B.)
STANTON— (1,700) (32c-42c-57c) 7 days,
2nd run, 2nd week. Gross: $6,200. (Average,
$4,500)

'Right' Hits $4,900
In Oklahoma
City
Oklahoma City, Jan. 11. — "That's
Right, You're Wrong" led the city
with $4,900 at the Criterion.
Estimated takings for the week ending Jan. 6:
"That's Right, You're Wrong" (RKO)
CRITERION— (1,500) (25c-35c-40c) 7 days.
Gross: $4,900. (Average, $4,500)
"High School" (ZOth-Fox)
"City in Darkness" (ZOth-Fox)
LIBERTY— (1,200) (15c-20c-25c) 7 days.
Gross: $2,500. (Average, $2,400)
"Four Wives" (W. B.)
MIDWEST— (1,500) (25c-35c-40c) 7 days.
Gross: $4,100. (Average, $4,000)
"Gulliver's Travels" (Para.)
PLAZA— (750)
(25c-35c-40c) 7 days.
Gross: $1,400. (Average, $1,100)
"Eternally Yours" (U. A.)
STATE— (1,100)
(20c-25c-40c) 7 days.
Gross: $3,800. (Average, $3,000)
"Jamaica Inn" (Para.) 5 days.
"Judge Hardy and Son" (M-G-M)
TOWER— (1,000) (20c-25c-40c) 7 days.
Gross: $1,500. (Average, $1,750)
Club Aids K. C. Children
Kansas City, Jan. 11. — The local
Variety Club has presented Kansas
City schools with $1,150 to provide
milk for undernourished school children. The fund was raised from the
recent bowling tournament sponsored
by the club and the Kansas City Star,
A check for $400 went to Kansas City,
Kan., schools.
Two Firms Chartered
. Albany, Jan. 11. — Two new film
companies chartered here are : Potomac Productions, Inc., New York, by
James P. Feury, Martha Fleisher
and Gladys Cowen, and Elwyn, Ltd.,
New York, by Carl Percy, William
S. Scott and Morris H. Kates.

Invisible

Man

Returns

>9

(Universal)
Hollywood, Jan. 11. — Whether the keen audience appetite manifested
for "The Invisible Man" in 1932 still prevails is a matter only exhibition
test can establish, but if such appetite still exists — and the excitement
about "Topper" a short while back would seem to argue that it does —
"The Invisible Man Returns" is precisely what is needed to satisfy it.
For this is a wholly appropriate and altogether fit sequel to "The Invisible Man," an equivalent picture in every essential way and a superior
one in some respects. It ends happily, instead of tragically, and it contains more that is humorous in its effect upon the spectators, making it
all a pleasanter subject without diminishing its effectiveness.
The story of this picture is by Joe May, who directed it, and Kurt
Siodmak, who also collaborated with Lester Cole on the screen play. It
is a Ken Goldsmith production and these and all others connected with the
enterprise acquitted themselves with distinction, contriving a sequel to
the H. G. Wells story, on which the first picture was based directly,
wholly in keeping with that precedent.
Vincent Price, whose face is not seen until the final scene, does a fine
job as the name character. Sir Cedric Hardwicke plays the villain a
little more broadly than is his custom. John Sutton, Cecil Kellaway,
Alan Napier and Forrester Harvey are other competent principals.
Running time, 81 minutes. "G."*
Roscoe Williams

Big

$74,800,

Smash

in

Hub

Boston, Jan. 11. — "Gone With the/
Wind,"
its Orpheum,
second week
at Loew's1
State andin the
grossed
a trei
mendous $74,800. The Orpheuf'1^?!
$43,000
and takings
the State
7
Estimated
for $31,800.
the week\ end4 : the Wind" (M-G-M)
"Goneing Jan.
With
LOEW'S STATE— (3,000) (75c-$1.10-$1.50)
7age,
days,$11,000)
2nd week. Gross: $31,800. (Aver-1
"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
LOEW'S ORPHEUM— (2,900) (75c-$1.10$1.50)
7 days,
2nd week. Gross: $43,000.
(Average,
$14,500)
"Gulliver's Travels" (Para.)
"Neighbors the Carters" (Para.)
PARAMOUNT — (1,797) (25c-35c-40c-55c) |
days, 2nd week. Gross : $10,300. (Average, :
$7,000)
"Gulliver's Travels" (Para.)
"Neighbors the Carters" (Para.)
FENWAY — (1,382) (25c-35c-40c-55c) 7
days, 2nd week. Gross : $7,500. (Average,
$4,500)
"Elizabethof and
"Return
Dr. Essex"
X" (W. (W.
B.) B.)

(2,500) (25c-3Sc-40c-50c) g
500)SCOLLAY—
days,
2nd run. Gross: $5,000. (Average,
$4,000)
"The Great Victor Herbert" (Para.)
'Santa Fe Marshal"
"All Women Have Secrets" (Para.)
(Para mount-Sherman)
METROPOLITAN—
(4,332)(Average,
(25c-35c-40c55c)
7 days. Gross: $17,500.
$14,Hollywood, Jan. 11. — The adventures of "Hopalong Cassidy," the "Mexican Spitfire" (RKO)
Clarence E. Mulford character, continue in Harry Sherman's "Santa
KEITH BOSTON— (3,200) (40c-65c) 7 days.
(Average,
$8,500)Parisienne." Gross: $25,000.
Fe Marshal," again starring Bill Boyd as the .fighting enemy of crime. Stage:
"Folies
Boyd joins a medicine show as an entertainer in order to enter a law- "Hunchback of Notre Dame" (RKO)
less town without its residents suspecting that he is a deputy United
KEITH MEMORIAL— (2,907) (25c-35c40c-55c) 7 days. Gross: $24,000. (Average,
States marshal. Posing as an ex-convict, he inveigles his way into the $14,500)
band of criminals headed by a woman and brings them to justice. Russell Hayden again plays "Lucky," Boyd's companion, and Bernadene
Hayes supplies the love interest, the increased amount of which is a Bioff's Extradition
departure from the former "Cassidy" pictures.
Asked by Illinois
Earl Hodgins does an outstanding characterization as the medicine
(Continued from page 1)
show man, as does Marjorie Rambeau, in her role as leader of the
criminals. Others in the cast are Britt Wood, Kenneth Harlan, Wil- Robert P. Clark following his Federal
indictment on two counts of U. S. inliam Pagan, George Anderson, Jack Rockwell and Eddie Dean.
come tax evasion. He posted $5,000
Harry Sherman and his associate producer, Joseph W. Engel furnish bond and was released a few minutes
here a picture commensurate with the high quality of the others in the later. No date has been set for his \
series. Lesley Selander directed the screenplay by Harrison Jacobs.
arraignment.
Later during the day, after receipt
Running time, 69 minutes. "G."*
Vance King
of an order from Illinois for his extradition, Bioff surrendered to city
*"G" denotes general classification.
police on a fugitive warrant. He was
immediately released after posting a
B'nai Brith Lodge
$1,000 bond.
Legion Approves
Honors Rabbi Pool
Eleven New
Films
U. S. Will Safeguard
Dr. David de Sola Pool, rabbi of Film Firm's Secrets
The National Legion of Decency
(Continued from page 1)
has approved 11 of 12 films reviewed the Spanish and Portuguese Synafor the current week. Five are classigogue, will be guest of honor and prin- held from filing, but it is understood
cipal speaker at a meeting of the
fied as unobjectionable for general
that the Attorney General's office, in,
patronage, six as unobjectionable for Cinema
Lodge, B'nai Brith, at the all likelihood, will not make this readults and one was condemned. The Edison Hotel Feb. 8.
A. W. Schwalberg, lodge president,
new low : films and their classification folThe stipulation provides that the,
will preside. Many persons in the in- majors may indicate which answers
are members of the synagogue.
Class A-l, Unobjectionable for Dr. de dustry
they deem confidential and submit
Sola Pool will be inducted as a quest.
these to the Department of Justice
General Patronage : "Charlie McCar- member of the lodge.
thy, Detective," "Entente Cordiale,"
Harold Rodner of Warners is pro- without filing them. The Govern"Man From Arizona," "Money to
ment, it is agreed, "will not publish
gram chairman for the meeting.
Burn," "Pioneers of the Frontier."
or
reveal
the contents to anyone"
Class A-2, Unobjectionable for Adults :
prior to trial.
Holdover
Pictures
"Child Is Born," "City of Chance,"
"Earl of Chicago," "The Man Who
Show Gross Slump
Gene Buck Mourns
Wouldn't Talk," "Mexican Spitfire,"
Grosses produced by holdover films
"Raffles." Class C, Condemned: "Last
Death of Mother, 76
at Broadway first runs tapered oft this
Detroit, Jan. 11. — Mrs. Katherine
week. At the Music Hall, "The Buck,
Desire."
76, mother of Gene Buck, Ascap
Hunchback
of
Notre
Dame,!'
with
a
Fox Assessment Fight
stage show took an estimated $50,000 president, died at the Providence Hospital here today of injuries sustained
N. Y. Supreme Court Justice Mc- for the last five days. "Swanee
Laughlin has directed the City River," with a stage show, drew an in a fall last Christmas. Funeral services will be held Saturday. Two other
Tax Commission to file a return by estimated $36,000 in its second week
Feb. 15 to the petition of Twentieth at the Roxy! In its third week at the sons, George Buck, executive secretary
Century-Fox Film Corp. for a $215,- Strand, "Four Wives," with Abe Ly- of the Catholic Actors' Guild of America, and Charles Buck of this city, are
000 reduction in assessments on three
man's band on the stage, grossed an
estimated $27,000.
among the survivors.
New York buildings for 1939-40.
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War-Crippled
French

Trade

66 A Child Is Born
( Warners)
Politics
Cited
Sees
No
Hope
Handling a difficult and delicate theme in this remake of the "Life
(.Continued from page 1)
Begins" of several years ago, Lloyd Bacon, director, and an excellent
cast have fashioned a moving piece of dramatic entertainment.
By ALFRED FINESTONE
cause of the influx of evacuees from
Concerning itself as it does with birth, set in the maternity ward of Paris. Business in the north and east
"There is more politics in the film
industry than in any other, and the a large metropolitan hospital, and laden with the often heart-breaking is not as good.
x>~*~* agents are handicapped because
The general opinion here is that
developments of such a place, this obviously is not a picture for youngL.'2|k)have to satisfy a lot of bosses,"
sters. However, that by no means implies that there is anything off-color production cannot resume its previous
declared John Chapman, "Mainly
activity while domestic receipts remain low. It is hoped that with the
About Manhattan" columnist of the in the production. On the contrary, the picture has been made with restraint, often with considerable dignity, and with a regard for the sensi- revival of normal Paris life, big picDaily News, at the .Ampa luncheon
bilities of any adult audience.
tures again will draw.
meeting
terday. at Stouffer's restaurant yesThe cast has done a fine job. It is headed by Geraldine Fitzgerald,
Producers are faced with the necesChapman said that in his contacts
on the offoreign
marsentenced to life in prison, who comes to the hospital to have
ketsityforof depending
the amortization
their films.
with film company and theatre press as the girl
Page, chief nurse
Gale
husband;
jobless
her
Lynn,
Jeffrey
baby;
her
representatives he has found that they
Some product already has opened in
and friend of the couple; Gladys George and Spring Byington, women Belgium, Sweden and Switzerland,
try to do some things "because any
in the maternity ward; Henry O'Neill, the doctor, and Johnnie Davis, and has not yet been shown in France.
one of 15 or 20 bosses expects it."
A film committee of the Ministry of
"This is not cowardice on the part excellent as an expectant father.
of the publicity men, just part of a
Much of the unconscious humor which develops in and about a mater- Information is studying the financial
system," he added. "Because of it
nity ward and its implications, has been deftly caught, relieving the sharp situation facing producers, and it is
expected that new legislation will be
1,1
they have to work under a disadvan- drama of the hapless ^irl 3,nd her dist 3.up^
tage. But they do a good job just the
prepared shortly.
both,
for
death
possible
or
of an operation to save the baby
Another effect of the war upon the
same and are familiar with newspa- alternative
husband.
her
to
gift
final
her
girl
baby
the
she chooses the former,
industry is the increased restriction by
pers' needs."
The screenplay of Robert Rossen from the play by Mary McDougal the censor. A total of 51 features
Ridicules De Luxe Premiere
B. Wallis was executive producer. have been banned in France since the
was carefully prepared. Hal
Axelson
Chapman also said he doubted the Sam Bischoff
.
.
produced.
beginning of the war.
value of "kleig light opening ballytor
nment
entertai
dramatic
g
A selling campaign of restraint, promisin
hoo" on Broadway, which he termed
adults would appear to be the most applicable sales approach.
State Attorney Gets
"small town stuff."
Charles S. Aaronson
"It's no trick to get a crowd in New
Running time, 79 minutes. "A"*
Lottery Measures
York," he continued. "The city is full
*"A" denotes adult classification.
of yokels. You can get a crowd for
Albany, Jan. 11. — The assembly
anything. A de luxe premiere will
has sent to N. Y. Attorney-General
not make a good picture out of a
John J. Bennett for an opinion as to
constitutionality of the bill proposed
bad one, and a good picture does
not need kleig lights which glow for
Kansas University
by
Assemblyman Stephen J. Jarema,
a night and are forgotten the next Depinet Explains
Manhattan Democrat, which would alHas Picture Course
low cities to conduct lotteries, the
morning. An evening's wild scramble
in front of a theatre adds nothing to
money
to be used for low cost housing
'Pinocchio' Shift
Lawrence, Kan., Jan. 11. —
and slum clearance.
"Course 57" is being offered
the boxoffice."
Saying that he was asked to speak
ey's "Pinocby the University of Kansas
Walt
The Senate has sent a bill by Senaof Cent
Booking the
for early in Feber Disn
this semester, and is said to
tor Phelps Phelps, radio commentator
on "what is wrong with motion pic- chio" into
Deruary was attributed by Ned E.erda
be
one.
of
the
few
of
its
kind
of
Station
WOV, to Attorney-General
ture publicity," Chapman countered by
y
pinet, RKO vice president, yest
suggesting that the Ampa in the future
Bennett. The Phelps bill likewise
in the country. Prof. Allen
be,
Hall
c
Musi
inability of the
Crafton will teach the course
sponsor a discussion on "what is to the cause
would permit lotteries, but differs maof prior picture commitments,
terially from the Jarema proposal.
in the Theory of the Motion
wrong with motion picture stars," esanguar
a
ure
feat
oon
cart
the
pecially the temperamental and de- to give
nt.
Picture, which includes develteed minimum 10-week engageme
manding female players who act up
opment of techniques,
tion of the
silent film evolustory,
PicHeads Film Drive
on
Moti
rming
when they visit New York.
Depinet, confi
Daily's story of yesterday, reture
acquisition
of
style,
films
as
Goes to Hollywood July 1
For Finnish Cash
lated that the Music Hall was able to
propaganda,
Chapman on July 1 will start writ- allot a maximum five-week engagetions, films foreign
as big contribubusiness,
L. E. Thompson of RKO has been
ing the Hollywood column for the
ment, the same as that allotted to
coming of sound, social sigappointed
chairman of the motion picNezvs and Ed Sullivan will return to
nificance of the screen, edu"Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs."
ture industry division of the Finnish
his former Broadway column assign- He pointed out that the Saturday of
cational potentialities and
Relief
Fund,
Inc., launched recently by
ment.
limitations as an art.
former
President
Hoover.
e's
pictur
latter
the
of
weekin the largest gross of
the fifth
resulted
New Ampa members put various run
The
division
is
organizing its campersonalities and foibles of the indus- the entire run, indicating that it could
paign, which will be directed by Vintry on the griddle in a humorous skit, have continued profitably for several
cent G. Hart, attorney formerly with
the highlight of which was an alleged additional weeks.
Warner
Sets Four
the Hays office, who has volunteered
advertising code meeting at the Hays
The engagement at the Center is for
his services.
office. Eddie Schreiber of Warners a continuous run of indefinite duration.
February Releases
was master of ceremonies and others RKO expects the picture to be seen
Hollywood, Jan. 11. — Warner Bros,
participating were Eddie Greenberg, by a minimum of 1,000,000 persons
Merge Stock Suits
have
set four features for February reJonas Rosenfield and Lester Dember
Consolidation of the suits of five
"Snow
ment.
engage
the
during
of Warner Bros, and Miriam Gibson White" played to approximately 800,lease. Scheduled are : Feb. 3, "Calling stockholders of Columbia Pictures was
000 during its five weeks at the Music Philo Vance" with James Stephenson ordered yesterday by N. Y. Supreme
and Charles Dorsa of Monogram.
Paul Lazarus, Jr., president, said Hall.
and Margot Stevenson ; Feb. 10, "The Court Justice Hofstadter on applicathat the next meeting, on Jan. 25 will
Castle on Ann
the Hudson"
tion of Columbia. Suits attack bonuses
Garfield,
Sheridan with
and John
Pat
Bergner to England
and stock option warrants granted to
have New York's film critics as guests
and that they have been asked to tear
Elisabeth Bergner has been added O'Brien ; Feb. 17, "Granny Get Your Columbia officers. Plaintiffs were also
down film publicity and defend their to the list of Paramount players and iun" with May Robson, Harry Daven- directed to file an amended complaint
port and Margot Stevenson, and on within 30 days.
own work. Future meetings will be directors who will be given assignheld at the International Casino on
ments on pictures to be made by the Feb. 24, "Virginia City," starring ErBroadway. Betty Grable was among company in England under David E. rol Flynn and Miriam Hopkins.
the guests.
Rose, head duction.ofAspecific
Paramount's
proGuards 'Zeigfeld' Name
picture British
assignment
New Address System
N. Y. Supreme Court Justice Vahas not been given Miss Bergner yet.
Club Ball Jan. 21
lente yesterday granted an application
National Theatre Supply has added of Loew's Inc., Select Operating Corp.
Omaha, Jan. 11.— Morris Cohn
will be installed as chief barker of the
Joseph Silverman III
to its products a public address sys- and Billie Burke Ziegfeld to restrain
Omaha Variety Club at an inaugural
tem to be marketed as RDR equip- The Ziegfeld Midnite Operating Corp.
Joseph Silverman, secretary of the
ball on Jan. 21 at club headquarters. Motion Picture Division of the Thement. Already installed in some thea- and Nicholas Blair from using the
tres
in
New York, the equipment was name "Ziegfeld." Plaintiffs, who are
Also to be installed are : Evert Cumatrical Managers, Agents and Treasmings, as first assistant ; Sam Epstein,
urers Union, has been ordered by his developed by the Radio Development owners of all motion picture and stage
second assistant; Meyer Stern, treas- physicians to remain home for a six- clusively.
rights to the name, waived claim to
and Research Corp. for National ex- damages.
week rest.
urer ;Edward Shafton, secretary.
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Staggering
Theatre.

Open

Picture

'Wind'

Personnel

Notes

Tips

on

Dates

M-G-M is staggering open dates of
"Gone With the Wind" in order to
permit adequate print distribution and
handling by its exploitation staff of
29 field representatives covering virtually all exchange territories.
District and branch managers will
come to New York to assist in arranging booking schedules where it
cannot be done without their assistance because of the work entailed.
Here now are District Managers
Harris P. Wolfberg of Kansas City
and John E. Flynn of Detroit and
Branch Managers Benn Rosenwald of
Charlotte and Ralph Pielow of Albany. John J. Maloney, Pittsburgh
district manager, left last night after
conferring since early this week.
Two additional openings set are
Loew's State, Houston, Feb. 7 and
the Boyd, Bethlehem, Pa., Jan. 25.
"Gone With the Wind" will open
in Loew theatres in New Haven,
Worcester and Springfield Jan. 26 instead of Feb. 2, as originally dated,
and in Canton and Evansville Feb. 1
instead of Feb. 2.
A gala "premiere" is being arranged for the Feb. 1 opening at
Loew's Metropolitan in Brooklyn.
City and county officials, society leaders and local bankers and merchants
have arranged parties and downtown
hotels have scheduled Southern dinners in conjunction with the opening.

'69th'

to Be Shown
At Chicago Dinner
Mayor Edward J. Kelly of Chicago
has proclaimed Jan. 24 as "Rainbow
Day." On that date the Chicago chapter of the World War Rainbow Division will hold a reunion banquet, featured by a screening of Warners' "The
Fighting 69th."
Warners has arranged to send prints
of the film to all chapters of the Rainbow Division which hold previews of
the film in connection with the reunion
dinners scheduled for Jan. 24.
The New York Herald Tribune attaches sufficient local importance to
the production of "The Fighting 69th,"
based on the exploits of that regiment
in the World War, to carry a box on
a news page yesterday morning referring to it. The box points out that a
page of pictures showing the actual
69th and scenes from the film will
appear in the gravure section of the
paper on Sunday.

Original Film Scripts
Included in Auction
Original autographed scripts
of "It Happened One Night,"
Academy award winner the
short, "How to Eat," by Robert Benchley, and "Straight
from the Heart," which was
made as "Boy Slaves," will be
included as collectors items
at the benefit auction for Exiled Writers to be held at the
Hotel Pierre on Sunday.
The auction will be held
under the joint auspices, of
the League of American
Writers and the Booksellers
Guild of America.

Reade Shifts Managers
Nick Schermerhorn, manager of
Reade's Community, Saratoga, has
been appointed manager of Reade's
Community, Morristown, N. J., succeeding John McNulty, resigned.
Other shifts around the circuit include Joe Localle of the Kingston,
Kingston, N. Y., replacing Schermerhorn; John Gutteridge of the Savoy,
Manhattan, succeeding Localle and
Richard Mooney of the Lyric, Asbury
Park, closed, replacing Gutteridge.

Baker Quits Affiliated
Indianapolis, Jan. 11. — Tom C.
Baker has resigned as vice-president
and general manager of Affiliated
Theatres, Inc., group of 43 independent houses. Joseph F. Smith, his
assistant for more than a year, succeeds him.
Resigns from Quimby Circuit
Fort Wayne, Ind., Jan. 11. — Harry
Horgan, general manager of the
Quimby circuit, operators of a group
of theatres in Indiana towns, has resigned. Mrs. Helen M. Quimby succeeds him.

Exploitation
Stage Wedding Used
ToLong
Sell Beach,
'Four Wives'
Cal., Jan. 11. — Lester
Fountain, manager of the State here,
arranged a wedding of a sailor and
his girl on the stage of the theatre,
in connection with the run of ^|£r
ners' "Four Wives." Local mercl^ ^.s
contributed presents, including the
wedding gown, flowers, ring and the
like.

Two
Man'
Stunts'Invisible
in Providence
Providence, Jan. 11. — George French
of the RKO-Albee used two stunts for
Plans Iowa Theatre
"The Invisible Man Returns." One
Harlan, la., Jan. 11. — Ray Brown, was a man, dressed after the manner
Acquire Ritz in Bronx
Alex Gross and Paul Weintraub operator of the Harlan here, has of the "Invisible Man," with bandaged
have acquired the Ritz at 1014 E. started construction on a new 350- head and spectacles, who walked the
180th St., Bronx. Theatre was for- seat house to be ready for opening downtown streets, the lettering on his
merly operated by the Brandt circuit. about March 1.
shirt front calling attention to the Albee engagement. The other was an
Laurie
Quits
Reopen Freeport House
invisible fish gag, worked in the theThe Plaza, Freeport, L. I., which
Toronto, Jan. 11. — Archie Laurie
atre lobby and the window of a downwas closed following a recent fire, has has resigned as assistant general mantown pet shop, the placard read that
been reopened.
ager of Empire-Universal Films, Ltd., the rare Brazilian invisible fish in the
Toronto, handling Universal, Repub- bowl was made invisible by the same
Plan New Balcony
lic and British pictures. Laurie has fluid used by the scientist in the picture.
Providence, Jan. 11. — Construction gone to Florida for a rest.
of a new balcony, with space for 180
Joins Dixie Theatres
loge seats, in the Park theatre, CranCivil War Costumes
ston, R. I., is planned, according to
New Orleans, Jan. 11. — Clyde E. Aid 'Natchez' Short
Antonio A. Romano, general manager
Noble, former manager of the ArNatchez, Miss., Jan. 11. — Natchez
of Associated Theatres.
cade at McComb, Miss., has been women in hoopskirts and pantaloons in
named public relations counsel for ante-bellum carriages drawn by horses
Danz Reopens Rivoli
Dixie Theatres Corp. here.
were part of the setting for the preSeattle, Jan. 11. — John Danz has
miere of the short, "Old Natchez of
reopened the Rivoli, formerly the
Plan Arlington Theatre
State, under a second run, double
The film was made by James A.
Arlington, Va., Jan. 11. — Ground the Mississippi."
feature policy with five acts of vaudeville. Admission prices of 10 and 15 has been broken for a 700-seat theatre Fitzpatrick for M-G-M and shows
here. The house will be operated by scenes about Natchez before the capicents prevail. Murray Peck is mantulation to Sherman's Union forces.
ager and master of ceremonies for the Neighborhood Theatre of Virginia The Grand
Theatre, where the short
upon its completion.
stage shows.
was given its premiere, was decorated
to resemble a Southern mansion before
Circuit Moves Office
Open Arkansas House
the Civil War.
Jan. 11. — Headquarters
Gurdon, Ark., Jan. 11. — The Hoo of Cincinnati,
Northio
Theatres,
Inc.,
have
been
Hoo theatre, named for the lumber- moved from the Paramount Theatre, Seek Indian Girl
men's organization here, has been Hamilton, O., to the Dixie Terminal
As 'Geronimo' Ad
opened by the K. Lee Williams The- Building here.
The Broadway Paramount is conatre, Inc., with Carrollton Altman,
ducting asearch for a real Indian girl
formerly of Oklahoma City, as manTexas Manager Shifted
to appear in person at the theatre as
ager.
Overton, Tex., Jan. 11 — Jack Eaves
living
for weeks.
"Geronimo," which
open trailer
in a few
has been transferred to the Overton of awill
Saenger Plans Theatre
the Lee Threet Theatres, succeeding
Mobile, Ala., Jan. 11. — Saenger
\ heatres plan a new house here, to Durward Witherspoon, who has been
Approve RKO
Auditor
sent to the booking office in Dallas.
-ost $30,000. It will seat 700.
The Irving Trust Co., trustee of
RKO, was authorized yesterday to emQuits Theatre for Critic's Post
ploy Price, Waterhouse Co. to audit
Austin, Tex., Jan. 11. — Assistant
Ricketson Heads Club
the
company's
books for the year endmanager Boyd Sinclair of the Capitol
ing Dec. 31, 1939, in an order by Fedhas
quit
exhibition
to
become
motion
Denver, Jan. 11. — Frank H. Ricketeral Judge Bondy. Compensation for
son, Fox Intermountain Theatres picture critic of the Austin American- the work is not to exceed $4,800.
head, has been named president of Statesman.
the Rockv Mountain Screen Club.
Earl Collins is first vice-president ;
Basketball Tomorrow
Secret Service Has
Harry Graham, second vice-president :
Henry A. Friedel, treasurer ; Ross
M-G-M's basketball team, which
Counterfeiting Film
Bluck, secretary, and Albert J. Gould comprises Hy Malitsky, Murray HorPolice Commissioner Valenowitz, Bob Rigby, Johnny Kraus,
Jr., counsel. On the board are Rickettine of New York and his
son. Collins, Graham, Friedel, Bluck, Charley Group, Ed Weiland and Sol
aides yesterday saw a 19-minWilliam Agr'en, A. P. Archer, J. H. kinder, will play its first game of the
ute film, produced by A. HazAshbv, E. P. Briggs, Frank Culp, season tomorrow against the Lafayelton Rice, Secret Service
Charles R. Gilmour and R. J. Mor- ets of Brooklyn at the Jacob Riis
rison.
agent, for the Treasury DeHouse. Sid Salitsky is manager of
partment, which will be shown
assistant
Adler,
Arthur
and
team
the
manager.
in schools as part of an educational campaign to stamp out
counterfeiting.
Pays Up Interest
Lowell Thomas acted as
Toronto, Jan. 11. — Eastern Thea- Performance for Charity
commentator for the subject.
tres, Ltd., operating the Imperial
Buffalo, Jan. 11. — Proceeds of a
It pictures the mechanics of
here, has paid interest for the halfcoinage and points out the
year ending Dec. 31 last on the seven midnight showing of "The Hunchmanner in which counterfeit
back of Notre Dame" at the Twentiper cent preferred shares of the cometh Century have been turned over to
money may be detected.
pany, thus maintaining the dividend
record of this unit, a subsidiary of the local branch of the Jewish War
V eterans of America.
Famous Players Canadian Corp.
Takes Brooklyn House
Randall Enterprises, Inc., is the new
operator of the Model, Brooklyn.
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TBS

Competition

Needed,

Says

FCC

Washington, Jan. 11. — Laying
down the principle that competition in
broadcasting may bring increased
revenues to the competing stations, the
Federal Communications Commission
today denied a petition of WSPA,
Spartanburg, S. C, for reconsideration
of the grant of a construction permit
for a new station in that city, to be
erected by the Spartanburg Advertising Co.
In the credo which it laid down today the commission asserted that
"competition in radio broadcasting
means, in so far as listeners are concerned in a particular community, a
wider choice of programs, and consequently aheightened listener interest
which may very well result in a greater
amount of advertising expenditures because of increased listener hours with
consequent increased revenues for both
stations.
"In the radio broadcast field public
interest, convenience and necessity is
served not by the establishment and
protection of monopolies, but by the
widest possible utilization of broadcast facilities," it was declared. "Competition between stations in the same
community inures to the public good
because only by attracting and holding
listeners can a broadcast station successfully compete for advertisers.
Competition for advertisers which
means competition for listeners necessarily results in rivalry between stations to broadcast programs calculated
to attract and hold listeners, which
necessarily results in the improvement
of the quality of their program service.
This is the essence of the American
system of broadcasting."

Critics Vote 'Chips'
Best Film of Year
(Continued from page 1)
history of the voting. "Mr. Smith
Goes to Washington" polled 433 votes.
Of the 10 best, M-G-M had four,
the winner, "Pygmalion," also produced in England, "The Women". and
''The Wizard of Oz ;" Warners had
three, "Dark Victory," "Juarez" and
"The Old Maid," all featuring Bette
Davis ; Columbia had "Mr. Smith
Goes to Washington ;" United ArtistsGoldwyn had "Wuthering Heights"
and 20th Century-Fox had "Stanley
and Livingstone."
Henie Dismissal Denied
N. Y. Supreme Court Justice Valente
yesterday refused to dismiss the suit
of Dennis R. Scanlon, for an accounting and $92,000 alleged commissions
due, against Sonja Henie. Suit is
based on an alleged contract under
which Scanlon was to receive 20 per
cent, earnings, less certain deductions,
for obtaining employment for the defendant on the screen.
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Rather than disappoint her studio audience who had come to hear her
broadcast last Friday, Benay Venuta went on with her show for their
benefit despite the fact that WOR had cancelled her air time to permit
Senator Robert A. Taft to make a political speech.
Miss Venuta did not apprise the group assembled at the studio of this
"On the Air" lights,
using the
fact, leading
them to believe that the
and
show was being transmitted.
Television DHve
be surprised tonight
may
They
n set manufacturwhen they hear the same show over ersTelevisio
will start a concentrated
tlie ajr i
advertising campaign in the
New York area about Feb. 1
For Television Set Buyers
if
the F.C.C. adopts standards
Before purchasing a television set,
it is advisable to inquire from your
for receivers after Monday's
apartment house superintendent whethhearing.to The
commission's
failure
adopt
standards
er he will permit the antenna to be
has
hurt
sales,
manufacturers
installed. Although radio sets can
believe.
operate with built-in aerials, the television sets cannot.
It's a Boy!
Recently, distributors have found
difficulty in installing sets because
Under date of March 31, 1887, in
buildings which maintain master antenna systems have refused to allow the columns of the Courtland, N. Y.
aerials on the roof. The only alter- Standard, was the news item:
native is to install a separate master
"Rev. A. T. Swing, the new pastor
system but this is rather expensive of the Congregational Church, is a
unless there are at least half a dozen happy father. The sermon Sunday
sets in the house.
was very interesting without a trace
Sound Effects
The boy was Raymond Gram
"What Makes the Movies Tick" Swing, born six days before.
of pessimism."
will be the subject of Saturday's
broadcast of the "What's Art to
Police Honor Singer
Me" series over CBS. Sound effects will be described by Theodore
Jerry Baker, who sings over
Lawrence, former technical super- WMCA, has been made a member
visor for Paramount in Europe and of the Honor Legion of New York
recording engineer for United Art- City's Police Department because of
ists.
his assistance at police benefits.
A Salute

to the South!

With Alabama's governor, Frank M. Dixon, as master of ceremonies, CBS will salute the South in a coast-to-coast hookup on
Sunday, Jan. 20. The broadcast is part of a $50,000 annual advertising program of the State.
Music will be furnished by the Birmingham Civic Symphony
Orchestra, glee clubs of Alabama Polytechnic Institute, University
of Alabama, Alabama College and Tuskegee Institute. Dramatic
episodes will be presented by the Birmingham Little Theatre.
Neutrals Like Thrillers
Stations in neutral European nations are returning to entertainment
programs, with mysteries and thrillers most in demand, according to Herbert Rosen, head of Heroservice. The
Script Library has liad orders from
Switzerland, Holland and Palestine
recently. News broadcasts , says
Rosen, are being limited. The entertainment programs are preferred particularly in neighboring belligerent
countries, he adds.

Personalities in the News
Victor von der Linde and Ralph
Rossiter have joined the WNEW
sales staff, Herman Bess, sales
manager, announces. . . . The recently-appointed U. S. Supreme
Court Justice Frank Murphy
sneaks Sunday at 11:30 A. M. over
WMCA. It will be his first radio
speech since his elevation to the
bench . . .
Phil Cook's annual drive over
More Walsh Testimony
WABC for books for shut-ins proBoson, Jan. 11. — The situation reduced about 33,000 volumes last
mained unchanged in the Morse & v»ar. , . . Joe Penner is bringing his
Rothenberg anti-trust suit against the "Tin Top Show" over NBC-Blue ti
major film companies as George C.
the East on
The four
showweeks
w'FWalsh of Netco Theatres in New York originate
hereJan.
for 25.
about
Frank Parker, tenor on the Burns
spent the whole day on stand, and is
due to continue his testimony tomor- & Allen show, is planning a concert
row.
tour. . . . Ted Steele replaces Bob

Howard
the "Gliding
Swing"
show
overonWEAF
on Jan. 19.
The
show moves to a new time, Fridays
at 7:45 P. M.

To

Within

Know

Fate

Four

Days

Transcontinental Broadcasting System, proposed as the fourth major
network, will know its fate "within
This assurance was given yesterfour daydays."
by John T. Adams, chairman of
the TBS board, who said that he has
informed all TBS affiliated stations
that the Feb. 1 opening will be
firmed or denied in four days, y 1 ?
At the same time, Adams revealed
that neither he nor William Porter,
chief counsel, own any stock. He
pointed out that both Porter and
himself have worked entirely without
pay, receiving expense money only.
Negotiations with Blackett-SampleHummert, advertising agency, whose
failure caused the network to postpone its original Jan. 1 opening date,
have been reopened, Adams said.
TBS did not reveal how many
stations have ratified their contracts
since notice of the postponement went
out. At WMCA, officials declared
that the station still remains the New
York outlet for the new web.
CBC

Interference

By Mexico
Cleared
Montreal, Jan. 11. — Interference
from the powerful Mexican station,
XERA, at Vila Acuna, which had
greatly handicapped reception from
CBL, Canadian Broadcasting Corp.
key station in Ontario, has been eliminated, according to W. Gladstone Murray, general manager of CBC.
Mexican authorities have moved interfering stations to other channels
where they will not affect the Canadian
outlet. The interference from Mexico
has been a serious problem for the past
six years. The shifting of the Mexican
stations follows the recent ratification
by the Mexican Congress after a long
delay of the agreement allocating radio
channels among all radio stations in
the Americas to avoid interference.
FCC
For

Extends
Station

Time
Reports

Washington, Jan. 11. — The Federal Communications Commission toProgram Notes
day gave broadcasters additional time
Barney Clothes have just signed a in which to file their 1939 financial
136-week contract with WNEW for reports, postponing from March 1 to
an extensive schedule. This includes April 15 the date on which such returns are due.
each week 46 spot announcements, six
The
commission explained its move
newscasts of five minutes .each, the
"Battle of Swing," one-half hour, and was in compliance with requests from
three quarter hours of recorded music. broadcasters who pointed out that
are based on tax re. . . Hearn's "Children's Theatre of their reports
turns and that a hardship would be
the Air" heard over WHN will originate from the stage of the auditorium involved if they were required to file
in the store, starting Saturday.
them in advance of their tax statements.
Portable Camera Trouble
The new portable television cameras
Gets FM-AM
Permit
have developed technical difficulties,
W2XWF has obtained F.C.C. perRCA engineers report. The opening
mission to operate on both frequency
demonstration, zvhich zvas to be a
modulation
and amplitude modulation,
two-way telecast betzveen an airplane
and the ground, has been postponed W. G. H. Finch disclosed yesterday.
for three or four zvecks. It zvas orig- On an assigned frequency of 42.18
megacycles, with 1,000-watt power, the
inally scheduled for early January.
station will use both aural and facsimile programs on the single channel.
Fi'm Commentator Returns
A familiar screen commentator,
Sam Taylor, returns to the air Monday, when
"Hollywood
returns
to WHN.
His Sound
programStage"
will
Upstate New
York distribution
World
Acquires
'Floss'
be heard daily except Friday at 5:15 rights of "Mill on the Floss" have
been acquired by World Pictures.
P. M.
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to

Prizes

Best

Korda

Films;
Picked

'Four Feathers' Honored;
U. S. Unrepresented
Venice, Tan. 14. — "The Four
Feathers," Alexander Korda production released by United Artists, has
been awarded a cup as the best English film shown at the Seventh International Cinema Exhibition held here
last August. No American pictures
were entered in the contest. Gaumont
British received a shorts award.
Cups were also awarded to "La Fin
du Jour" ("End of the Day"), Regina
film, as the best French picture, and
"Robert Koch," produced by Tobis, as
the best German entry. Similar awards
went to Japan and Sweden, but no
titles of winning films were announced
for these countries.
Bronze medals for features showing
(Continued on page 10)
RKO

Assets

Order

Hearing Thursday
Hearing on a proposed order of the
Irving Trust Co., trustee of RKO,
which directs the transfer of all assets
held by the Irving Trust to the new
company and provides for the termination of the major aspects of reorganization proceedings, was ordered for
Jan. 18 at 2 :30 P.M. on Saturday by
Federal Judge Bondy.
Assets to be transferred include all
tangible and intangible forms with the
exception of $20,000 in cash which the
trustee will retain for future administration expenses. The order takes
(Continued on page 8)
Heads

of

20th-Fox

YORK,

5-Theatre

U.S.A., MONDAY,

JANUARY

15, 1940

FIRST

Premiere

Set for 'Dodge City'
Warners will duplicate the
"Dodge City" stunt of last
year for "Virginia City." A
five-theatre world premiere
will be staged Feb. 24, at one
house in Virginia City, Nev.,
and
eously.four in Reno simultanFilm critics and editors
from all over the country will
be brought to Virginia City,
where a huge celebration will
be held. The story is about
the disappearance of a million in gold bullion somewhere in that region.

WEEK

SHOWS
Marvin

for

Premieres

OF

GROSS

Dies

Ex-Biograph

at 77;
Head

159 Key

1940

BOOM
Theatres

Collect

$2,077,200 — Biggest
Figure in 2 Years

(Tabulation on Page 10)
Box-office receipts from first run
theatres in the key cities of the counFuneral services will be held today
try enjoyed a major boom during
the
week
ending Jan. 5-6, which inat Rye, N. Y., for Harry Norton Marcluded the New Year holiday weekvin of Rye, retired inventor and an end.
A total of $2,077,200 was grossed
early figure in the motion picture industry. He died Friday at his Winter at 159 key theatres, the highest aghome
of 77. at Sarasota, Fla., at the age
gregate since 1938. The figure comBrill Heads
Film
pares with a total of $1,829,822 from
Marvin was formerly president of 151 theatres for the week ending Jan.
Board
of Review the Biograph Co. He was associated
the previous year's comwith Thomas Edison in some of the 5-6, 1939,
parable week, and is $584,000 more
The National Board of Review of first motion picture inventions. Such
than the " $1,493,200 grossed by 147
Motion Pictures has elected Dr. A. A. actors as Mary Pickford, D. W. theatres
in the week ending Dec. 29-30,
Brill as chairman. Brill, a member Griffith and Lillian and Dorothy Gish 1939.
of the executive committee since 1933, began their careers in pictures proThe total for the most recent week
duced by Biograph.
succeeds Dr. George W. Kirchwey,
likewise
is by a wide margin the highwho was named chairman emeritus.
The Biograph and Edison interests
est since the start of the current sellMembers of the executive commit- were merged as the Motion Picture
ing season, beginning with the week
tee are Dr. Frank Astor, John R. Da- Patents Co., an organization which ending Sept. 7-8, when 145 theatres
vies, Dr. Raymond L. Ditmars, Mrs. controlled the most important patents
$1,490,144.
H. G. Grover, J. K. Paulding, Dr. in the business. Marvin retired in 1912. aggregated
The figure
also compares with the
With E. B. Coopman he perfected two highest previously in the current
Walter W. Pettit, Langdon Post, Joseph M. Price, Mrs. Miriam Sutro the meterscope and from that device season, $1,565,300 from 154 theatres
Price, Mrs. E. Schwarzman, Dr. evolved the biograph, a cumbersome for the week ending Nov. 30-Dec. 1,
Frederic
Zehrung. M. Thrasher and George J. type of projector.
and $1,510,750 from 153 theatres for
Besides inventing the Marvin elec- the week ending Dec. 7-8.
trical rock drill, the forerunner of the
Brill voiced opposition to censorship of films in accord with the policy modern pneumatic drill, Marvin perof the board.
Starts 5
fected the automatic tuning arrange- Warners
ment on radio sets.
He said : "The normal or average
person can read about law breaking
A son, Robert S. Marvin of Mamaroor see it in a play or picture without neck, and a daughter, Mrs. Marguerite
Big Pictures Feb. 1
(Continued on page 10)
Smith of Rye, survive.
Five of the biggest pictures on the
1939-'40 Warners schedule will go before the cameras beginning Feb. 1, E.
Charles Einfeld, director of advertisDrive
to Bolster
Box
Offices
ingrival
and publicity,
Friday from said
the upon
Coast his
forar-a
Launched

by

and

Film

Legit

Inventor

Houses

A mailing campaign to 14,000 tele- future will have an obvious advantage
phone subscribers will be launched over houses where seats are not available for some time.
within several weeks to bolster boxDarryl F. Zanuck, 20th Century- office revenues of New York legitiA plan for mail reservations, or
mate theatres.
reservations by payment of a deposit,
Fox_ vice-president in charge of production, and Joseph M. Schenck, chairA joint committee of Actors Equity is being prepared. A meeting will
man of the board, are scheduled to ar- and the League of New York The- be called at a convenient place in
atres will test the idea first in three Westchester. If the response to the
rive Thursday from the Coast to attend premieres of "The Blue Bird" at Westchester cities, White Plains, call for the meeting and the bulletins
the Hollywood Friday night and Bronxville and Scarsdale. The com- are sufficient, the bulletins will be
mittee believes suburban patronage published at regular intervals and the
"Grapes of Wrath" at the Rivoli
Jan. 24.
needs to be stimulated the most.
will be extended to other suburA bulletin will be mailed to the plan ban
areas in Long Island and New
Among others in the party will be
Gene Markey, associate producer of 14,000 telephone subscribers in the Jersey.
the film, and his wife, Hedy Lamarr. three cities, listing the current shows
Although New York City will not
Sidney Lanfield, director, and Jane and indicating when tickets will be be covered, city residents may obtain
Darwell, the "Ma Joad" of "Grapes available at each house. In effect, the bulletins upon request. Discourtesies at the boxoffices and overof Wrath," will arrive earlier. Lan- the various boxoffices will be placed
field will remain here to make back- in competition with each other because
charges by brokers will be discussed
shows which have tickets for the near and complaints solicited.
(Continued on page 10)
Due

Impartial
(Radio
TEN CENTS

month's stay in New York.
"All This and Heaven, Too" will
star Charles Boyer and Bette Davis.
A leading player is being sought for
the role of the Duchess, and negotiations (Continued
have been opened
Helen
on page with
2)

Feb. 7 'Pinocchio'
Opening Probable
Hollywood, Jan. 14. — RKO
hopes it can push ahead its
"Pinocchio" opening date here
and at the Center in New
York from Feb. 15 to Feb. 7.
The latter date will enable
the picture to garner a Lincoln's holiday business. The
advance date depends on the
availability of color prints.
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Warners

NewTalksTomorrow
i

Milk

Purely

On

Trust

Suit

Reply

Difficulties on the part of attorneys
for the major defendants in the Government's anti-trust suit and the GovBETTY GOLDSMITH, secretary
ernment to agree upon answers by the
to James Mulvey, eastern repreto the major's interrogasentative for Samuel Goldwyn, ob- Government
tories will require a new conference
served her 10th year with that com- tomorrow, it was learned on Friday.
pany Friday.
the defendant'
of agreed
partbeen
A majorhave
questions
upon, sit
Emanuel Corber, for many years was stated by attorneys for the deon the staff of the Regal Films, St.
fendants, but certain phases of the
John, N. B., exchange, as a shipper, interrogatories remain in dispute. Speis a member of the Canadian Army
cial Assistant Attorney General Paul
Medical Corps.
Williams, who is expected from Washernment.ington today, will represent the GovE. B. Radcliffe, theatre editor of
The Government, in the meanwhile,
the Cincinnati Enquirer, will address
has
secured an extension until Wedthe Jan. 22 meeting of the local Monesday of its time to raise objections
tion Picture Council on "How to Reto the majors' questions. Originally
view Motion Pictures."
today.
the Government's time was to expire
Mrs. Maria Gable, former wife of
the screen star, is visiting with friends
in Columbus, O.
'Angels'
Revised
Coming
to Rialto
E. H. Mayer, southern Ohio cor
respondent of Quigley Publications,
Revised version of "Hell's Angels,"
will address a conclave of Presby- produced 10 years ago by Howard
Hughes, has been dated for the Rialto
terian ministers Jan. 16, on "The on Broadway in about two weeks.
Moral Side of Motion
Pictures."
•
Jack Bannon, formerly with FanW. C. Gehring, 20th Century-Fox chon & Marco, is handling national
Central division manager, left last sales of the film, which is being released by Astor Pictures.
night to visit Midwest offices.
New scenes have been added, including a two-minute prologue with
Cliff Reid, associate producer at
RKO, left Friday for Hollywood af narration describing the progress of
ter vacationing here.
aviation "from the Wright Bros, into
e
tomorrow," and a color sequence of
David Niven has enlisted in the a battle between a Zeppelin and a
emergency reserve of the British army plane. The running time has been
and is in London awaiting call to his cut from 15 reels to 100 minutes. All
regiment, the Scottish Highland Light prints will be new.
Infantry.
Grierson Will Leave
Ray Branch, president of Michi
Jan. SI for Australia
gan Allied, is due tomorrow from De
troit en route to the Allied board
Montreal, Jan. 14. — John Grierson,
meeting in Washington.
Canadian Government Film Commis•
sioner, will leave Jan. 31 for Australia
on
the
invitation of the AustralianTeddy
Arnow,
Loew's publicity
man in Westchester,
was married New Zealand Governments to examine the film industry there.
Saturday night to Deborah Fish
The task will be much the same as
man.
His fellow workers gave him
a party Friday.
he did for Canada two years ago, re•
sulting inthe establishment of the National Film Board, with Grierson apMaury White, Cincinnati theatre
pointed Film Commissioner. The
man, has been visiting here.
board coordinates all Government film
work. He will sail from San Francisco Jan. 31 on the Mariposa.
Van Schmus
Going

Personal

►

On California Trip
Bess Lebowitz Weds
W. G. Van Schmus, president of
Bess
Lebowitz, secretary to Phil
the Radio City Music Hall Corp., and
managing director of the Music Hall Abrahams of Warners home office
leaves tomorrow for California on a print department for the past 10 years,
married
Albert
Kaplan yesterday.
month's journey. He will spend some
time at La Junta and Del Monte besides Beverly Hills and Hollywood.
Rickey* s Son Honored
David Richey, 16, son of H. M.
Richey of RKO, has been presented
Fourth Day in Stand
Boston, Jan. 14. — George C. a medal and an honorary membership by the New Rochelle Humane
Walsh of Netco Theatres spent his
fourth consecutive day Friday on the Society for rescuing a dog which fell
stand testifying in the Morse and through the ice in Huguenot Lake.
Rothenberg anti-trust suit. At the
close of the day his testimony was
Orders Warner Trial
continued
until Monday morning.
N. Y. Supreme Court Justice McLoughlin Friday ordered trial of the
suit of William La Varre against
SCRATCHES
Warners for $50,000. A previous disOn Film Can Be Removed Only by
missal of La Varre's action in 1938
AMERICAN RECONO, INC.
recently was upset by the N. Y. Court
245 W. 55th St.. New York. N. Y. of Appeals. Plaintiff claims that he
was unpaid for two stories which he
Negative — Positive —
wrote for the screen, "The Bedside
Color Film Rejuvenated
Manner" and "The Fated Woman."

Starts

5

Cocktails!
Big

Pictures

Feb.

I]

Hollywood, Jan. 14.— Milk
will be the drink de resistance at a "cocktail" party
which Elsa Maxwell will give
tomorrow in honor of Peter B.

Hayes and Katharine Cornell for the I

of "Brothstar
Good,
er Ratjuvenile
andof the
Baby."
children
stars
will Young
attend
the soiree at the Hollywood
Hotel. The picture will be
screened.

Others are "The Sea Hawk" witHf
Brenda Marshall and Errol Flynn i
"City for Conquest," James Cagney
part.
"Brother Orchid," Edward G. Robin*

N.

Y. Allied

Slates

Regional Meetings
Regional
of Allied
atre Ownersmeetings
of New York
have Thebeen
set for Wednesday in New York,
Thursday
in Syracuse and next Monbany.
day at the Hotel Ten Eyck in Al-

(.Continued from page 1)

son, and "Torrid Zone," Ann^ uerh
dan. A story is also being lined up
for Paul Muni, who currently is ap
pearing
in "Key Largo," Broadway
stage play.
Einfeld reiterated previous an
nouncements that Warners will re
lease on the promised schedule it:
complete calendar of 48 features
Twenty have already been releasee
as of Saturday.

Thisandseason's
program includes M
Officers of the regional units will "A's
12 in-between"
films. Ein;
be elected and grievance committees feld said that in line with the decision
appointed at the meetings. Edmund
Souhami, counsel, will attend out-of- to eliminate "in-betweens" from nex.jj
production, there will b'.j
town sessions. The New York meet- season's
no pictures budgeted at $200,000 o
will be at Allied's
in the less. Preparation of next year's pic ,
New ingAmsterdam
Theatreoffice
Building.
tures will start in February.
Two-a-day roadshows are beinj
Wobber
Schedules
considered
forseveral
"Magic
it
New York and
otherBullet"
key cits|
but not extensively throughout thf
Managers'
Drives
Herman
Wobber, 20th Century-Fox
as Warner's policy is to de:
general sales manager, has designated country
liver product to exhibitors rapidly
February, March and April as division said Einfeld. The film is schedule!
managers' months ■ during which for March 9 release.
branches will conduct a sales and
Other coming releases include "Thti
playdate
drive.will be held in W. J. Fighting 69th," Jan. 27; "Castle oi
The drive
the Hudson," Lincoln's Birthday, Feti'
Kupper's Western division Feb. 4 to 12 ; "Virginia City," Feb. 24 ; "Thre
Marchtral 2division
; in March
W. C. 3Gehring's
to MarchCen30 Cheers for the Irish," St. Patrick'
Day, March 17; "Wee Shall Mee
and William
Eastern divi- Again," at Easter, about March M
sion March 31Sussman's
to April 27.
and "Saturday's Children" at the enij
Wobber will call a district man- of March.
Einfeld said Priscilla Lane an
agers' meeting shortly.
Dennis Morgan are among thosj
whom the studio plans to promote t<
Joan Bennett Wed
star ranks for next season. Morgai
To Walter W anger has a singing role in "Three Cheer
Hollywood, Jan. 14. — Joan Bennett
and Walter Wanger were married on for the Irish."
Friday in an unexpected ceremony at Continue Burl
esque
Phoenix, Ariz., performed by Justice
of the Peace Harry Westfall.
Ban in Providence
Miss Bennett, who is 29, had been
Providence, Jan. 14.— The Bureai
married twice before, and Wanger,
of Police and Fire on Friday deniei
45, once. Miss Bennett's most recent to Antonio A. Romano a permit t<
film was "The House Across the show burlesque at the
Playhouse.
Bay," Artists
a Wanger
The bureau acted after Police Cen
United
release. production for
sor George W. Cowan and Samue
Gee, secretary, had reported that then
12 Loew Directors
had been no improvement in burlesqui
since the bureau originally banned it
Set for Reelection
Reelection of 12 directors is schedMOTION PICTURE
uled at a special meeting of Loew's,
Inc., stockholders, in lieu of the annual meeting, to be held at 11 A. M.
DAILY
tomorrow at the home office.
(Registered U. S. Patent Office)
Published daily except Saturday, Sunday an
Award Scroll to Paris
holidays by Quigley Publishing Company
Inc., 1270 Sixth Avenue, Rockefeller Centei
The New York Film Critics' scroll New York Gity. Telephone Circle 7-3101
for the best foreign picture of 1939 Cable address "Quigpubco, New York." Mai
has been sent to Marcel Pagnol, pro- tin Quigley, Editor-in-Chief and Publisher
Brown, Vice-President and Gener£
ducer of the prize winning picture, Colvin
Manager; Watterson R. Rothacker, Vice
"Harvest." Andre Heyman, head of President; Sam Shain, Editor; James A.
Cinema Center, Inc., distributor, Cron, Advertising manager; Chicago Bureai
mailed the award to the producer at 624
South Hollywood
Michigan Avenue,
B. O'Neil
manager;
Bureau, C.Postal
Unio
his Paris office.
Life Building, Boone Mancall, manager, Wil
liam R. Weaver, Editor; London Bureau, '
Golden Square, London Wl, Hope William:
/. Goldsmith Arrives
manager,
cable address "Quigpubco, Lon
don." All contents
copyrighted 1940 by Quig
I. Goldsmith, British producer, ar- ley Publishing
Company, Inc. Other Quigle
rived Friday night on the Rex with publications: Motion
Picture Herald, Bette
Theatres, International Motion Picture Al
aforprint
of
"The
Stars
Look
Down"
which he plans to negotiate an manac and Fame. Entered as second das':
American release. The film is based matter, Sept. 23, 1938, at the post office al
New York, N. Y, under the act of Marc!
on a novel by A. J. Cronin, who is 3, 1879. Subscription rates per year $6 in th
now in Hollywood.
Americas and $12 foreign. Single copies 10c
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Subject
Reviews
'Judo Experts"
Paramount)
This Grantland
Rice Sportlight
elvCSwnto the mastery of Japanese
u-JiImj and its less painful off-shoot,
jiudo, for its material. Canadian and
apanese-American
experts demontrate their skill at both sports for the
amera. These demonstrations, intersting in themselves, are given an en;rtaining turn in the reel by illustrations of their practical worth when
sed against wrestlers, boxers, police
uarry and mashers. Running time,
:0 mins.
;'Popular
Paramount) Science"
This latest addition to the Popular
'Science series features a pictorial
ecord of aerial photography and the
ntricate methods of producing relief
naps of vast areas from the photographs of little known terrain. Other
'ubjects pictured are new gadgets for
he bathroom, methods for the preseration of blood and blood specimens
,nd the latest, nonsensical inventions
if "Prof. Oakes," fabulous "wizard"
if the series. Running time, 10 mins.
'Touchdown Review"
'Paramount)
Bill Slater reviews, with the help
hf the camera, some of the outstandng scoring plays of the last football
eason for this addition to the Paramount Paragraphic series. The sublect is well edited and narrated and
he plays included in the reel should
:apture the fancy of football fans
everywhere and should be of wide interest to theatre patrons outside that
-lassification. Running time, 10 mins.
'That Inferior Feeling"
IM-G-M)
I Those who may have thought that
Robert Benchley was slipping will
be reassured after seeing his latest
•'elease, which comes close to being
)ne of his best. Benchley undertakes
p study the reasons for the embarrassment of the ordinary man in the
presence of officialdom. At a bank, a
marriage ceremony, a tailor shop or a
potel, Benchley's confusion mounts.
[Running time, 9 mins.
Miracle at Lourdes
XM-G-M)
An M-G-M "Miniature," "Miracle
pf
not accept
deny
the Lourdes"
theory ofdoes
miracles
at theor world
famous shrine. Instead, it tells a tale
of a wife who was cured there when
[she was shocked out of paralysis by
a narrow escape of her husband. Proiduced in a reverent manner, this short
!should have wide exploitation value,
iRunning time, 11 mins.

"HIS GIRL FRIDAY"
A group of Hollywood's fastest talking actors rip-snort and bellow
their way to making "His Girl Friday" the funniest, certainly the zippiest comedy riot of many a movie season. — Los Angles HeraldExpress.
"The Front Page" roared again. . . . Even faster and lustier than the
original version. . . . Whirlwind entertainment with the speediest action, dialogue and story movement you've seen on the screen since its
first debut as a movie. — L. A. Examiner.
The new screen version of the lusty Hecht-MacArthur newspaper
farce is still a staccato and highly entertaining show. ... It remains
an antic and exciting romanticization of that calling sometimes known
as journalism. — New York Herald Tribune.
Under Howard Hawks' direction, the cast has acknowledged the
clamoring script with performances that are hard, brittle and strained to
the breaking point. ... A bold-faced reprint of what was once — and
still remains — the maddest newspaper comedy of our times. — N. Y.
Times.
"The Front Page" always was the best newspaper play and now with
its new name and the gender of Hildy Johnson changed to Hildegarde,
it still is. — N. Y. Daily Mirror.
The remake is a furiously-paced comedy, bright and funny and only
a little out of date. . . . All the essentials of the original play have been
kept intact. — N. Y. Daily News.
"NINOTCHKA"
The Lubitsch touch is with us again. . . . When a movie is touched
by Lubitsch you've got something as in "Ninotchka," our current delight/— Dallas News.
The incomparable Garbo's new film, "Ninotchka," is first a constantly amusing and inordinately sophisticated feast for the funnybone.
. . . Here is entertainment that meets the requirements of the thinker
and escapist, the romanticist and realist. — Dallas Journal.
"THE SHOP AROUND THE CORNER"
The art and artfulness of Ernst Lubitsch are again disclosed in "The
Shop Around the Corner." There is more of the art this time. . . .
Glorified Cinderella narrative. — L. A. Times.
Splendid . . . Starts 1940 off to a merry cinematic beginning, a gay
pace that will require no little hard work to equal. . . . Delightful entertainment.— L. A. Herald Express.
"MUSIC IN MY HEART"
From a vocal standpoint, there is a lot in this film's favor. . . .
"Music in My Heart" is very much on the mild side. — L. A. HeraldExpress.
Tony Martin's singing voice is the main adjunct of "Music in My
Heart." . . . The film fails at times to keep interest at a high pitch. . . .
Persuasive melodiousness. — L. A. Times.
A childish story holds back the whole cast and what might have
been an entertaining comedy winds up as pretty mild fare. . . . The
music is tuneful— L. A. Examiner, j
"OF MICE AND MEN"
I^oyal in all its larger outlines to a strong and dramatic novel and
stage play bv John Steinbeck, "Of Mice and Men," excellently adapted
to the screen, adds still another event of moment to a brilliant cinema
season. — L. A. Times.
"Of Mice and Men" demonstrates that the Steinbeck milieu, sincerely handled, offers a rich field for camera exploration. . . . This is
it is a powerful and moving
adult escapism;
neither child's fare norweek
.
film. — News
.
Milestone succeeds
Lewis
scenes
terse
spare,
In a succession of swift,
. . . More tender
human.
s
character
n
in making Steinbeck's sub-huma
than the tough stage version, the impact of the picture is tough and
raw enough. — Time.

"SLIGHTLY HONORABLE"
A curious mixture of murder and comedy. ... It begins with such
and uninspired things as paving contracts and winds up like a
prosaic
dime-novel thriller.— L. A. Times.

the camera proceeds to a small town
s a
where "Alaska Nellie" operate
roadhouse. Excellent shots of the
colcountrys and
surrounding
interesting.
are Nellie's
lection of trophie
Running time, 9 mins.

rookies are becoming bored with their
chores, an officer tells them the story
of a "Mountie" who saved a village
of Indians from disease and got his
man in the same exploit. Should hold
considerable audience interest. Running time, 10 mins.

"
"Main
(M-tain
G-Mthe
) Right
., „ . J
"Land of Alaska Nellie"
This Pete Smith "Specialty is deMFitsPatrick-M-G-M)
signed to capitalize on the interest of
The colorful exploits of Nellie
men and boys in the Royal Canadian
jNeal-Lawing, Alaska's woman pio- Mounted Police. Taking three rookies
neer, are described in this FitzPatwho are learning what their duties
Irick "Traveltalk." Starting with a
period is dethe trainingJust
when the
view of Alaska's inland waterway, will be, scribed in detail.

"The Mad Maestro"
(Harmon-M-G-M)
The emotions of a symphony orchestra conductor are burlesqued in this
color cartoon. From the moment of
the maestro's entry until the end of
the concert, his difficulties are gaily
exaggerated. Should please, Running
time, 8 mins,

Chicago's

New

on 6Wind';
Deal
18 More
Dates
Eighteen
"Gone
With
the Wind"
dates
have been
set by
M-G-M,
bringing the number of openings to 86.
The deal that was pending for the
Woods Theatre in Chicago was closed
Friday to open the picture Jan. 25
day-and-date with the Oriental. Negotiations for the Woods, a double bill
house, started with Essaness after no
deal could be made with Balaban &
Katz for Loop theatres. It was later
held in abeyance pending negotiations
with Harry and Elmer Balaban for
day.
the Esquire, which fell through. The
Woods will play the picture two-a-day
reserved and the Oriental three-aIn Miami Beach the film will go
into the Colony Jan. 25 following a
week's run at the Sheridan, and on
Feb. 8 it will move from the Colony
to the Community for an indefinite
run, continuing two-a-day.
In Canada the picture is expected
to play early engagements at Loew's,
London, Ont, Loew's, Montreal, and
the Capitol, Ottawa. The Canadian
premiere will be Jan. 26 at Loew's
Yonge Street.
Following additional dates were set
for three shows a day : Jan. 25, State,
Easton, Pa. ; Rialto, Allentown, Pa.,
Boyd, Bethlehem, Pa. ; Roxy, Miami,
transferring from the Olympia ; Jan.
26, State, Altoona, Pa. ; Feb. 8,
Loew's State, Houston ; Paramount,
Charlottesville, and Paramount, Lynchburg, Va. ; Feb. 16, Paramount, Newport
News, Va.
Six new
two-a-day showings are :
Jan. 24, Grand, Macon, Ga. ; Jan. 25,
Bijou, Savannah, Ga. ; Jan. 28, Royal,
Columbus, Ga. ; Jan. 31, Imperial,
Augusta, Ga. ; Feb. 4, Bijou, Brunswick, Ga. ; Feb. 5, Palace, Athens,
Ga.
Southern

Premiere

RKO's
"Abe for
Lincoln
in Illinois"
'Lincoln'
Fixed
will be given its Southern premiere in
connection with the 50th anniversary
celebration of Lincoln Memorial University on Jan. 27 at Harrogate,
Tenn.
Governor Rivers of Georgia will be
among the notables attending. Governor Cooper of Tennessee, Governor
Johnson of Kentucky and Governor
Price of Virginia also are expected.
A pre-release showing will begin
Jan. 25 at the Sheridan, Miami
Beach, following the world premiere
at the RKO Keith in Washington on
Jan. 22. The Miami Beach engagement will be on a two-a-day, reserved
seat basis, with prices at 75 cents and

$1.10.

He

Got

It Back

St. John,Franklin,
B. C, Jan.
14.—
Mitchell
manager
of the Mayfair here, offered a
silver cup for the winner of a
golfing tourney in the Young
Men's Hebrew Association.
Recently, at a Y. M. H. A.
reunion, the trophy was formally turned over to him. He
had won first place in the
competition.
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| 630 NINTH AVENUE^ ^f^E WRITING OF A PAR
AND CONA, HAVE JUST LEARNED OF THE
CON
TINUE
TRACT BETWEEN NATIONAL gBH J^
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SURE I EXPRESS THE SENTIMENTS OF EXHIBITORS EVERYWHERE, WHEN I CONGRATULATE NATIONAL SCREEN SERVICE, THROUGH YOU, BECAUSE
OF THE RECENT SIGNING FOR THE HANDLING OF
SCREEN TRAILERS FOR PARAMOUNT PICTURES.

MOST EXHIBITORS THAT I HAVE CONTACTED, AND
THAT INCLUDES MANY, ARE OF THE OPINION THAT
CENTRALIZED HANDLING OF COMING ATTRACTION
TRAILERS WOULD BE MUCH MORE BENEFICIAL TO
THEM, THAN TO BE FORCED TO BUY TRAILERS
FROM VARIOUS SOURCES.
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I FEEL THAT THEY ARE OF THE SAME OPINION AS TO ADVERTISING GENERALLY, I MEAN BY
THAT, A HIGHLY SPECIALIZED ORGANIZATION TO
SUPPLY ALL ADVERTISING MATTER ON ALL PRODUCTS, COULD NOT HELP BUT BE BENEFICIAL TO
EXHIBITORS, TO REPLACE THE HAPHAZARD METHODS OF SECURING MATERIAL FROM MANY DIFFERENT SOURCES.
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Ruling

'Hunchback'
Seattle

In

Lead

"Heroes of the Saddle"
(Republic)
With
$6,400
The Three Mesquiteers, Bob Livingstone, Raymond Hatton and Duncan Renaldo are on a novel assignment in "Heroes of the Saddle." EnSeattle, Jan. 14. — Holdovers tended
trusted with the care of young Patsy Lee Parsons, they are reluctantly
to cut down gross figures here, in ad- compelled to surrender her to the care of an orphanage.
dition to very cold weather. "The
However, they suddenly discover that the institution is run by two
Hunchback
its
second
week of
at Notre
the FifthDame"
Avenue intook
unscrupulous commissioners and the Mesquiteers undertake to correct
the condition. It is a tough battle, but a successful one, and involves,
$6,400.
Estimated takings for the week end- among other things, the kidnapping of every one of the orphans.
ing Jan. 12 :
The Mesquiteers perform in their engaging carefree and reckless fash"Gulliver's Travels" (Para.)
ion. Patsy sings one song, as does Loretta Weaver, who is cast in the
BLUE MOUSE— (9S0) (25c-40c-55c) 7 days,
3rd week. Gross: $2,100. (Average. $4,000) role of a nurse. Harry Grey produced and William Witney directed.
"Hunchback of Notre Dame" (RKO)
FIFTH AVENUE — (2,500) (25c-40c-55c) 7
Running time, 56 minutes. "G."*
Edward Greif
days, 2nd week. Gross: $6,400. (Average,
$7,000)
'G" denotes general classification.
"The Amazing Mr. Williams" (Col.)
"Biondie Brings Up Baby" (Col.)
LIBERTY — (1,800) (25c-40c-55c) 7 days,
3rd week. Gross: $4,600. (Average, $5,000)
"Judge Hardy and Son" (M-G-M)
"Son of Ingagi"
"The Witness Vanishes" (M-G-M)
MUSIC BOX— (950) (25c-40c-55c) 7 days. (Sack Amusement)
3rd week. Gross: $3,300. (Average, $4,000)
An all-Negro film, this probably will provide a measure of entertain"Gercnimo" (Para.)
ment to the simpler tastes of the people for whom it obviously was made,
"Reno" (RKO)
ORPHEUM — (2,450) (25c-40c) 7 days.
Chief Thunder Cloud in person. Gross: but its range is hardly beyond that.
$4,900. (Average, $6,000)
The story, by Spencer Williams, Jr., and Richard C. Kahn, which
"The Man from Montreal" (Univ.)
the latter also directed, is implausible but should be found occasionally
"Main Street Lawyer" (Repub.)
PALOMAR— (1,500) (15c -25c -40c) 7 days.
Vaudeville headed by Siamese Twins. Gross: exciting by its particular audience.
$5,500. (Average, $5,000)
It concerns a feminine doctor of peculiar habits, who lives alone in
"Balalaika" (M-G-M)
an
old house with a huge, brutish man who responds to her bidding
"Nick Carter, Master Detective" (M-G-M)
PARAMOUNT— (3,050) (25c-40c) 7 days, from his hiding place in a secret cellar. The brute does away with
2nd week. Gross: $5,600. (Average, $6,000)
several people, including the doctor, in a fashion mysterious only to the
other members of the cast. Eventually, the man is trapped as flames deClub Aids Finnish Cause
stroy the house and the young couple who are beneficiaries of the docOklahoma City, Jan. 14. — The lotors will come into their inheritance without fear of danger.
cal Variety Club donated $300, the
Running time, 66 minutes.
"G."*
Charles S. Aaronson
biggest single contribution to the Finnish Relief Fund received by the Daily
*"G" denotes general classification.
Oklahoman and Oklahoma City Times.
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Case

Thursday

{Continued from page 1)
effect within five days of its approval.
The Irving Trust will be discharged
from its supervision of the proceedings
and court jurisdiction will be liif -hi
to matters which directly concern ^rfle
execution of the plan of reorganization, payment of claims and allowances
and the granting of a final order of
discharge.
Releases are to be delivered to the
new company by the Chemical Bank
& Trust Company, the Central Hanover Bank & Trust Co., and the City
Bank, Farmers, Trust Co., concerns
which acted as trustees for various indenture issues of RKO.
The new company is to release the
Irving Trust and to agree to hold it
harmless from any subsequent suits
brought against it as trustee.
The Irving Trust will pay in full all
claims previously allowed in addition
to future allowances and expenses. It
will have a prior lien on company
assets for these payments and the
right of access to its books and
records.

A 1934 injunction restraining transfer of RKO assets is to be vacated.
However, creditors and stockholders
will still be prohibited from prosecuting suits against the company or
from levying on its assets.
Within 40 days, all applications for
allowances must be filed with the
court, the order provides.
A total of 8,000,000 common shares
and 130,000 preferred will be issued
by the new company. The Bankers
'Herbert' $8,000
Trust Co. is to act as agent in the
transaction.
Providence Lead
Atlas Corp. is scheduled to pick up,
Providence, Jan. 14. — In an aver- today or tomorrow, the 249,272 shares
age week, "The Great Victor Her- of new RKO common stock not subscribed for by unsecured creditors
bert," dualed with "All Women Have
Secrets," at the Strand took $8,000.
when the new 500,000-share issue was
Estimated takings for the week end- offered. Less its underwriting commission of 25 cents per share on the
ing Jan. 9-11 :
"The Hunchback of Notre Dame" (RKO)
unsubscribed portion of the issue, AtRKO-ALBEE — (2,239) (25c-35c-50c) 3rd
las will pay $645,816 for this stock.
week, 7 days. Gross: $4,900. (Average,
With slightly more than 250,000
$6,000)
shares subscribed for by unsecured
"The Housekeeper's
"Scandal
Sheet" (Col.)Daughter" (U. A.)
creditors, RKO will realize approxiLOEWS STATE— (3,230) (25c-35c-50c) 7
mately $1,400,000 on the 500,000-share
days. Gross: $10,000. (Average, $11,000)
issue.
Out of this, final reorganiza"Everything
Happens
at
Night"
(20th-Fox)
"Barricade" (20th-Fox)
tion costs will be paid and the balance
MAJESTIC— (2,250) (25c-35c-50c) 7 days. will be applied to working capital.
Gross: $7,800. (Average, $7,000)
Subscriptions to the new stock, plus
"The Great Victor Herbert" (Para.)
"All Women Have Secrets" (Para.) days conversions of old RKO stock and seSTRAND— (2,100) (25c-35c-50c) 7
curities under the reorganization plan,
Gross: $8,000. (Average, $6,000)
will leave Atlas, R.C.A. and Rocke"The Cisco Kid and the Lady" (20th-Fox)
feller Center holding comparable
FAY'S— (1.800) (25c-35c-40c) 7 davs. Stage
show with Harry Savoy & Co.; Hollywood
amounts
of the reorganized company's
Rhythmettes; Vicki & Co.; John Tio Co..
and the Ross Brothers. Gross: $6,500. common stock.
(Average, $6,500)
Atlas Corp. will hold a total of
"Ba'alaika" (M-G-M)
approximately
692,000 shares, includ"Nick Carter, Master Detective" (M-G-M)
ing those held by its subsidiary, the
CARLTON— (1,526) (25c-35c-50c) 7 days.
2nd week. Gross: $1,800. (Average, $3,500) American Co., and those held by it
"Ninotchka" (M-G-M) (3 days)
in association with Lehman Bros.
"Here I Am a Stranger" (Zflth-Fox) (3 days)
R.C.A. will hold about 673,500
"The
Private
Lives of Elizabeth and Essex" shares and Rockefeller Center about
(W. B.)
(4 days)
"Fast and Furious" (M-G-M) (4 days)
663,500 shares.
EMPIRE— (2,200) (20c-30c) 2nd run. Gross:
In addition, Atlas will hold 53,000
$1,550. (Average, $1,700)
shares of new RKO preferred, which
is convertible into common, and
On War Committee
R.C.A. will hold 44,855 shares of the
new convertible preferred.
Toronto, Jan. 14. — N. L. NathanAtlas also may elect to receive its
of Famous Players Cason, president
nadian Corp., has been appointed a
compensation,
as proponent of the remember of the National War Loan
organization
plan and for its other reee
which will sponsor the
Committ
organization services in additional
Dominion's first war loan of the pres- ^hares of common stock in an amount
ent conflict, according to J. L. Ral- to be approved by the court.
ston, Federal Minister of Finance.
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(Continued from page 1)
particular artistic or technical merit
were awarded to the following : "The
Mikado," British, entered by General
Film Distributors ; "Margarita, Armando y su Padre," Argentine ;
"Tulak Macoun," Bohemia ; "Jeunes
Filles en Detresse," France ; "Veertig
Jaaren," Holland ; "Bors Istivan,"
Hungary ; "Golden Harvest of the
Witwaterstrand," South Africa ; "Es
War Eine Rauschende Ballnacht,"
Germany.
Bronze plaques for best short films
were awarded as follows : "L'Agneau
Mystique," Belgium ; "Chartres,"
France ; "Raueber unter Wasser,"
Germany ; "Koennen Tiere Denken,"
Germany; "The Tough 'Un," (Gaumont British Instructional), Great
Britain ; "Tokyo - Peiping - Chosen,"
Japan ; "Au Pays des Motzs," Rumania "Santorin,"
;
Switzerland.
The awards were made by the presidency of the Exhibition in lieu of a
meeting of the international jury
which was prevented from assembly
because of the war. This action was
taken with the approval of the Italian
Ministry of Popular Culture and taking in account the votes expressed by
the delegates to the Exhibition and by
the Italian members of the jury.
American companies did not enter
any films in the Exhibition in accordance with an agreement reached with
English and French producers. Some
of the British and French producers
disregarded this agreement, however.
No American pictures have been
sent to Italy since January, 1939, except a few films for adjustment of
contracts and to settle a lawsuit.
Four

Pictures

Set

By Boris Morros
Hollywood, Jan. 14. — Four pictures
for 1940 are planned by Boris Morros,
the former Paramount musical director
said today. They are : "We, the People," amodernized version of "Lysistrata," a filmization of the French
play,
je Voulais"
("IF beI Wish"),
and a"Simusical.
All will
released
through RKO.
Brill

Heads

Film

Board of Review
(.Continued from page 1)
wanting to become a criminal. In
this respect he is really much healthier
than the reformer who wants to suppress everything because he doesn't
trust himself."
Mutual Re-Elects Heads
Chicago, Jan. 14. — All officers and
directors of the Mutual BroadcastingSystem were re-elected here yesterday. Louis Allen Weiss, general manager of the Don Lee network, was
named vice-president, a newly-created
office.
F. Warner Moves
Hollywood, Jan. 14. — Unable to
come to terms with managers of the
Grand National studio, Franklyn Warner, head of Fine Arts, has moved his
headquarters to Selznick International.
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Board

Meeting

Washington, Jan. 14. — Election of
officers,
for the annual
convenFollowing is a tabulation listing the total gross by weeks, and the
tion andplans
the legislative
campaign
are
number of theatres involved, from Jan. 1, 1939:
on thenualprogram
for Allied
States'
anboard meeting
at the
Carlton
Jan. 5- 6, 1939
151
$1,829,822 Hotel here Wednesday and Thursday.
Jan. 12-13
145
1,372,400
Support
Neely bill topic,
in ConJan. 19-20
146
1,368,322
gress will of
be the
an important
as
Jan. 26-27
145
1,345,715
Feb. 2- 3
147
1,469,400 suit.
well Abram
as the F.Government
anti-ty'-t
Myers, chairmar^
Feb. 9-10
147
1,494,600
the
board,
will
preside.
Feb. 16-17
146
1,393,100
Atlantic City, entered by New JerFeb. 23-24
147
1,417,700
sey Allied, and Indianapolis are the
March 2- 3
146
1,400,000
March
9-10
147
1,352,050 leading contenders for the annual conMarch 16-17
155
1,366,800 vention.
An Eastern regional conference will
March 23-24
154
1,439,600
be
held Tuesday, with Frank C. LyMarch 30-31
151
1,322,225
April 6- 7
151
1,283,100 don, regional vice-president, in charge.
wasExhibitors,
elected presiApril 13-14
154
1,639,300 Lydondent of recently
Independent
Inc.,
April 20-21
149
1,432,900 of New England, succeeding Nathan
April 27-28
151
1,401,600 Yamins of Fall River.
May 4- 5
154
1,386,280
This conference will be attended by
May 11-12
155
1,352,845 representatives from New Jersey,
May 18-19
154
1,318,300 Eastern and Western Pennsylvania,
May 25-26 . .
155
1,274,050
Maryland, MassachuJune 1- 2
153
1,256,050 Washington,
setts and Connecticut.
June 8- 9
143
1,141,700
Lee Newbury of Belmar, president
June 15-16
141
1,133,950 of the New Jersey unit, and Ralph
June 22-23
137
1,150,960 Wilkins of Pittman, vice-president,
June 29-30
138
1,168,750 will attend. I. T. O. of Eastern PennJuly 6- 7
125
1,159,550
sylvania will be represented by Joseph
July 13-14
136
1,146,600 Conway of Bala Cynwyd.
July 20-21
136
1,130,620
July 27-28
136
1,190,000
Aug. 3- 4
140
1,175,850
Aug. 10-11
137
1,276,750 Heads of 20th-Fox
Due for Premieres
Aug. 17-18
132
1,233,800
(Continued from page 1)
Aug. 24-25
140
1,401,150
Aug. 31-Sept. 1
147
1,410,800 ground scenes of Carmen Miranda for
Sept. 7- 8
145
1,490,144 "South American Way."
Sept. 14-15
148
1,409,600
Harry Brand, studio publicity chief,
Sept. 21-22
151
1,399,745 is due today. John Goring of the
Sept. 28-29
154
1,487,900 exploitation staff has returned from
Oct. 5- 6
154
1,389,650 Detroit and will handle the New York
Oct. 12-13
137
1,279,000 roadshow of "Blue Bird." Sam Blair
Oct. 19-20
147
1,387,550 will be in charge in Detroit, where
Oct. 26-27
147
1,363,300 the opening date at the Adams TheNov. 2- 3
149
1,371,400 Feb. atre2.has been changed from Jan. 26 to
Nov
9-10
138
1,386,200
Nov. 16-17
154
1,487,000
Irving Berlin, Nunnally Johnson,
Nov 23-24
154
1,421,200 John Carradine and Johnny Russell of
Nov. 30-Dec. 1
154
1,565,300 "The Blue Bird" cast will attend the
Dec
7- 8
153
1,510,750 local premieres.
Dec. 14-16
147
1,201,750
Dec. 21-22
149
1,182,900
Industry
Dec. 29-30
147
1,493,200 Amusement
Jan. 5-6, 1940
159
2,077,200
{Copyright, 1940, Quigley Publishing Company, Inc.)
Rallies
to Finns'
Amusement Committee
to AidAid
Finland has been organized with Helen
Hayes as chairman and has pledged
U. A. Sets Contest
M. A. Sets Contest
former President Herbert Hoover it
will raise $1,000,000 for the Finnish
Relief Fund, which he heads.
Final
details
have
been
completed
"69th"
'Son'
Feature
A nationwide
contest
to
select
the
Will
Publicize
To
The money will be raised in a series
for the series of 40 reunion dinners
"perfect American son" will be staged
of benefits in which every stage atby United Artists in connection with to be held throughout the country on
traction will be asked to give one
the release of Edward Small's pro- Jan. 24 by the World War Rainbow night's entire proceeds to the Fund.
The American Federation of Labor
"My Son,
Grand duction,
prize
will My
be aSon."
scholarship Division. Dinners will feature screen- has tentatively promised theater labor
in a leading preparatory school or
ings ©f "The Fighting 69th," War- will waive salaries.
ner film telling the story of the New
A radio broadcast with many stage
university
of
the
winner's
choice.
In broadsides now being distributed York Regiment.
personalities participating will be
to exhibitors, United Artists suggests
The key dinner will be at the Wal- offered to a sponsor who will pay for
that local merchants be encouraged to
dorf-Astoria in New York, which it direct to the Fund. Concert managers
tie in with the contest and to con- will be addressed by Gov. Gen. Doug- are organizing a Carnegie Hall conlas MacArthur of the Philippines
tribute merchandise as prizes for wincert benefit.
ners of local contests. Such local through a special radio hookup. The
winners also will qualify for several Waldorf dinner will be broadcast over
final judgings, from among whom the a nationwide hookup, with the pro- 'Our Town' to Star
grand prize winner will be selected.
ceedings piped into the other dinners.
Actress
Unknown
Jack L. Warner, Edward G. RobAn unknown actress has been as'Louise' to Carnegie
inson, Pat O'Brien, Jeffrey Lynn and
"Louise," Grace Moore vehicle from Frank McHugh will arrive this morn- "Our Town,"
signed the leading
Lesser's
whichrole
willinbeSoldistributed
from the Coast for the. dinner.
the opera, will open at the Little Car- They ingwill
be met at the station by a by United Artists. She is Dorothy
negie Playhouse following the current
run of "Katia." Arthur Mayer & delegation from the regiment. James Maguire, who has appeared in legitimate plays and has never worked
Joseph Burstyn, Inc., are releasing the Cagney will come here from his farm
before a motion picture camera.
French production.
in Martha's Vineyard, Mass.
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Gentlemen:
My MOTION PICTURE
has not arrived.
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It is now 4 days overdue.
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Advertisers
Procter & Gamble, leading advertiser in 1938, continued as the No. 1
NBC account last year with gross
expenditures of $6,485,788, more than
twice as much as any other account.
Sterling Products, fourth in 1938, was
second last year with $3,047,077.
There were few changes in the first
20 accounts. Cummer Products, 23rd
in 1938, was 16th in 1939; LewisHowe, rose from 28th to 19th position ;and Pepsodent rose from 34th
to 20th. Campbell Soup dropped
from sixth position to 30th ; S. C.
Johnson & Son, from 14th to 23rd ;
and Firestone Tire from 17th to
25th.
The leading 15 advertisers, following Procter & Gamble and Sterling
Products, were Standard Brands, $2,898,521; General Mills, $2,136,953;
General Foods, $2,078,400; American
Home Products, $1,724,714; Brown
& Williamson Tobacco, $1,707,501 ;
Miles Laboratories, $1,236,254; American Tobacco, $1,219,438; Quaker
Oats, $1,192,004; National Dairy
Products, $1,164,930; Bristol-Myers,
$1,141,548; Liggett & Myers Tobacco, $992,032 ; Andrew Jergens Co.,
$763,940; and Cities Service, $718,282.
The average expenditure of each of
the 97 sponsors, excluding political
time, was $466,402. Expenditures for
evening time rose 7.9 per cent over
the preceding year to account for 63.8
per cent of the total gross billings
of $45,244,354 over the Red and Blue
webs.
Weekday daytime expenditures rose
17.2 per cent, to provide 33 per cent
of the total, while Sunday afternoon
billings dropped 26.2 per cent to provide 3.2 per cent of the total.
Classified by industries, foods and
food beverages were first with $14,412,411, or 31.9 per cent of the total.
Close behind were drugs and toilet
goods with $13,872,839, or 30.7 per
cent; soaps, $5,751,483; tobacco, $5,555,716; gasoline, oil and fuel, $1,819,412; automotive, $852,610; confectionery and soft drinks, $649,987.
Seek to Solve Fight
Over Scenic Artists
Hollywood, Jan. 14. — Regional
N.L.R.B. Director Spreckels announced yesterday that an informal
conference will be held this week with
producer representatives and leaders
of Scenic Arts Association of
America and Moving Picture Painters Local 644. An attempt will be
made to solve the jurisdictional dispute between the unions over scenic
artists. Both unions have filed petitions asking certification as the collective bargaining agency.
KMPC
Now Full Time
Beverly Hills, Calif., Jan. 14. —
KMPC has started full time operations with 5,000 watts day and 1,000
watts night on a frequency of 710
kilocycles. The station is now available to CBS network advertisers as
an alternate or additional station to
CBS regular 50,000-watt station,
KNX, at Los Angeles.

Montreal, Jan. 14. — One of England's most effective new weapons in
the current world war is a radio listening patrol.
Twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week, the listening patrol
tunes in on and records news and propaganda broadcasts from all parts
of the world, gathering information that might be of value to the British
Government.
The patrol is conducted, according to the Canadian Broadcasting
Corp., by 40 expert linguists, who use powerful receiving sets in secret
centres "somewhere in England."
The patrol covers all principal Eu- ment.
national affairs and political judgropean countries, the United States
as far distant from Britand places
Summaries, written by them, are isain as Japan and Chile. Languages
sued twice each day and often run
in which this unique patrol works
to
30,000
words in length. They are
tongues
range from the Scandinavian
to Arabic and Ukrainian. Apart from immediately despatched to approximately twenty-five government agenspeeches by foreign statesmen, the pacies and all the departments directly
trol listens to about 150 news bulle- engaged in the prosecution of the war.
tins — representing about 250,000
This service was organized by the
words — every 24 hours.
British
Broadcasting Corporation in
That is, of course, only the first
association
with the Ministry of Instage of the work. After the mateformation and is proving of great
rial has been transcribed and trans- value to the British Government in
lated by the patrol, it passes to an
editorial staff whose members are revealing enemy activities outside the
confines of the actual battlefields.
chosen for their knowledge of inter-

Television
Face

Officials

FCC

Agency

Listing

Led

Reporter
Program News
The Illinois Meat Co. has signedl
with Mutual for sponsorship of Mon-j
day night shows over six stations,,;
beginning Feb. 19 to 8 P. M. It will
include a quiz show, with about $500 ■
weekly given, and Harold Stok| irchestra. ...
V ^
Procter & Gamble is taking "The
Right to Happiness" show off NBCBlue and placing it on CBS, to re-;
place "This Day Is Ours," beginning
Monday, Jan. 22. . . .
Robertto Ripley's
returns
the air "Believe
on Friday,It or
Feb.Not"
16,
at 10 :30 P. M. under sponsorship of
the Nehi Corp. for Royal Crown Cola
drink, over 89 CBS stations. . . .
Formal Attire Squeals
Lucius Beebe, columnist,
man-about-town and drama
critic for Mutual, has been
compelled to abandon stiff
shirts while broadcasting. He
found that starched shirts
squeak and make too much
noise when he breathes during a broadcast.

Today

By Blackett-Sample
Blackett-Sample-Hummert again
was listed by CBS and NBC as the
leading agency in 1939 from the standpoint of total business. The agency
placed $10,713,088 with both webs.
Young & Rubicam was second with
The commission already has ap- $6,368,344, and J. Walter Thompson
proved the rules, which were recom-in was a close third with $6,319,308.
mended by its television committee
Others in the leading 20 were : BenNovember, and the hearings are conton & Bowles, $5,376,358; Ruthrauff
sidered more or less of a formality
designed to free the F. C. C. of any & Ryan, $4,571,332; Lord & Thomas,
criticism that it failed to consult with $3,891,308; Compton, $3,811,128; Pedlar & Ryan, $2,902,570; Ward,
all interests before adopting its regulations.
Wheelock, $2,595,270 ; Batten, Barton,
Durstine & Osborn, $2,268,563 ; NewDu Mont Television Laboratories ell-Emmett, $1,987,362; William Esty,
filed exceptions to the tentative rules $1,839,989; H. W. Kastor, $1,732,and regulations, it was announced Fri- 120; Lennen & Mitchell, $1,527,887;
day. Du Mont stated that it would Russell M. Seeds, $1,400,433; Stackoffer witnesses to prove that the in- Goble, $1,294,410; Wade, $1,236,254;
direct requirement of the standards Gardner, $1,165,253; N. W. Ayer, $1,proposed by the Radio Manufacturers 144,316; Biow, $1,077,486.
Association would "unnecessarily
strait-jacket" the new medium.
F. C. C. Schedules

Washington, Jan. 14.— A considerable number of representatives of various television interests are expected
to be present tomorrow morning
when the F. C. C. opens its hearings
proposed new rules governing
theion.
on
televis

New RCA Device Out
Week's Hearings
RCA Photophone has developed a
Washington, Jan. 14. — The Fednew automatic electrical device,
eral Communications Commission has
known as the RCA Electronic Con- set its calendar of broadcasting hearings for the coming week, as follows :
trol, which is claimed to have application for theatres for protection against
of Joe W. Enentry, for buzzers and similar uses. gelJan.for15,a application
new 1,370-kilocycle, 250watt
station
at
Chattanooga,
Tenn.
It responds to the approach of a perJan. 16, application of WBAX,
Wilkes-Barre, Pa., for renewal of license.
Wolff in New Erpi Post
Jan. 17, application of WQDM, St.
W. A. Wolff, advertising manager
Albans,
Vt., for renewal of license.
since 1929 of Western Electric and
Applications for increases in power
Erpi, has been appointed information have been filed with the commission
manager of both companies, it was an- by five broadcasting stations.
nounced Saturday by P. L. Thomas,
The requests were submitted by
public relations director. Wolff is suc- WIBA, Madison, Wis., for an increase
ceeded as advertising manager by
of night power from 1,000 to 5,000
H. W. Forster, information manager watts; KMED, Medford, Ore., for
for the past 10 years.
an increase of night power from
250 to 1,000 watts; WBHP, HuntsPreview on Radio
ville, Ala., for increase of power from
watts, and KFYO, LubA radio preview of "Little Old New 100 tobock,250
Tex., and KNEL, Brady, Tex.,
York," 20th Century-Fox film, will for increase
of night power from 100
be broadcast on the "Good News" to 250 watts.
program over CBS Jan. 25.

Privacy For Waring!
If you're thinking of dropping in on
Bandleader Fred Waring at his NBC
studio dressing room some evening,
you need not expect to find a welcome
mat. Posted
the door is the sign :
Fred onWaring
Personal
Private
Don't
Don't
Don't
Don't
Quiet
Don't

Knock
Smoke
Talk
Chew Gum
Come In

Jim or Jane?
Jay Jostyn, who plays the title role
in "Mr. District Attorney," presented
his children with two rabbits during
the holiday season and they were
promptly named "Jim and Tim."
Subsequently, "Jim" became the
mother of a litter of bunnies. The
kiddies
, says Jostyn, still can't underto "Jaw."
stand why Jim's name was changed
More Courtesy
David Lowe, WNEW stage and
screen commentator, has received
650 letters in response to his campaign for more courtesy from boxoffice men
at legitimate stage
Long Distance Criticism
Barry Wood, the singing star of
"The Hit Parade," is always ready
for advice. Each Saturday night,
after the broadcast, Barry waits for a
telephone call from his brother, Lou
Rapp, the his
veteran
bandleader,
criticizes
program,
piece who
by
piece. No matter where Lou is travelling with his band, the call comes in
regularly each Saturday night.
Television

in Canada

Toronto, Jan. 14. — A gathering of
500 persons witnessed the first official demonstration of television in
Canada at the Chateau Laurier, Ottawa, under the direction of E. C.
Grimley, president of the RCA-Victor
Company of Canada.
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Seven Films in Release;
Seven More Slated
Exchanges in IS cities, covering 17
spots, have been set up by Franklyn
Warner's new Fine Arts Producing
and Distributing Corp., Sol Edwards,
Eastern representative, said yesterday.
In addition, negotiations are under
way for exchanges in four other
cities.
The new exchanges, and the manager of each, include: Boston, Marcel
Mekelberg; Cleveland, Mae Vincent
(booker) ; Chicago, Cleve Adams ;
Des Moines, for Des Moines and
Omaha, Phil Monsky ; Kansas City,
Sol Hankin ; Minneapolis, Eph Rosen ;
New York, Dick Perry ; Philadelphia,
Herbert Given : Pittsburgh, Max Shugold ; St. Louis, Joseph Hartman ;
Washington, Joseph Kolisky ; Los Angeles, William Riter ; San Francisco,
Bradley Fish; Detroit, Ralph Peckham ; Indianapolis, for Indianapolis
and Cincinnati, Had Hull.
Deals are being negotiated in Atlanta, New Orleans, Buffalo and Dallas. The company has already in
release seven films, "Shadow Over
Shanghai," "Frontier Scout," "Long
Shot," "Cipher Bureau," "Panama
Patrol," "Exile Express" and "Children of the Wild." In addition, seven
new films will be released between
Feb. 15 and the end of August.
Coast
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of Press

Harrisburg, Pa., Jan. 15. —
Pennsylvania publishers delivered arebuke to Hollywood
producers for distorted portrayals of newspapermen, at
the close of their 15th annual
convention in the Penn Harris Hotel Saturday night.
A resolution adopted by the
organization, known as the
Pennsylvania Newspaper Publishers Association, was directed against Hollywood's
portrayal of newspaper publishers, editors and reporters
in "roles false to real life."
Copies of the resolution will
be sent to film leaders.

Neely

JANUARY

Is Spite

Bill,

TRUST
War

Cuts

Production

Says

QUIZ

British
to 60%

I. Goldsmith

British production this year is exto be 60 per
centwar,
of last
year's
volume pectedbecause
of the
according
to I. Goldsmith, head of Grafton
Films, who arrived late last week
from England.
Goldsmith estimated that theatre receipts are off 20 per cent throughout
Britain, with a 40 to 50 per cent drop
in London due to the blackouts partly
compensated
by an increase in areas
living.
where thousands of evacues are now

Says Kuykendall
The Neely bill was characterized as
The strength of the British film
pernicious, without benefit to anyone, and the entering wedge for Gov- production industry lies largely in
ernmental interference and regulation American cooperation, said Goldsmith.
of the industry, by Ed Kuykendall, The American companies not only will
president of the M.P.T.O.A., in a make all the big budget pictures in
statement issued yesterday.
England but, because of restricted
"The measure is endorsed and in- European markets, this country is now
spired as a spite bill by a pitiful min- the only territory left where substantial film revenue may be obtained, he
ority," which has lost its following said.
rapidly and whose own membership
is far from being in accord with its
The British Government is facilitating matters for the producers and is
few leaders, Kuykendall said.
to keep production going,
He stressed the importance of car- anxious (Continued
on page 7)
rying the truth about the measure to
the general public, women's clubs in
particular. The Neely bill, he pointed
out, will tend to increase film rentals 'Lion Has Wings'
and add materially to the buying
Opening Saturday
problems
of
the
small
exhibitor
par"The
Lion Has Wings," British
ticularly.
war
film
by Alexander KorThe Neely bill was passed by the da, opensproduced
Saturday at the Globe on
Senate at the last session of Con- Broadway. New narration has been
gress. All it now needs is House
completed by Lowell Thomas. Repassage to make it a law.
lease is by United Artists.

Hollywood, Jan. 15.— The Academy of Motion Picture Arts and
Sciences board of governors meets
tomorrow night to elect officers and
retire the outgoing president, Frank
Capra, who has refused to accept a
Allied
Preparing
third term. Ballots for nominations National
for the annual awards will be sent to
members and talent Guilds on Feb. 15,
returnable Feb. 26. The banquet is
Fight
on Radio
Giveaways
scheduled Feb. 29.
tive situation, including the Neely
Washington, Jan. 15. — A proposal
Producers' attorneys met today to that Allied States units cooperate in bill.
make what they hope is the final re- combating the "Pot o' Gold" giveaway
Abram F. Myers, chairman of the
draft of a contract with the Screen over NBC, in which $1,000 is awarded board, will give his annual report.
Publicists Guild. The contract will be every Tuesday night, will be presented The directors will also discuss the annual budget.
submitted for approval to Guild At- at the organization's national board
day.
torney George Bodle, probably to- meeting
A group of Allied leaders are in
here Wednesday and Thursmorrow.
New York en route to Washington
Also to be considered at the meet- for the board meeting. Here are Al
Samuel Goldwyn returned to the
ing will be other forms of exhibitor Steffes, Northwest Allied president ;
studio today and started preparations competition, chiefly 16 mm films. A Ray Branch, president of Michigan
on a tentative production schedule as review will be given of the industry Allied ; Jack Kirsch, Illinois Allied
"The Westerner" entered its final code situation, the Government's at- president, and Benny Berger of Bemshooting days.
titude on arbitration and the legisla- idji, Minn.

BY

U.S.

Oral Examinations

Begin

Feb. 5; UA Omitted
In Federal Order
The government yesterday moved
to examine 26 ranking officials of seven of the major defendants in the
government anti-trust suit when it
served notice of its intention on attorneys for these defendants.
The notice which affects all majors
except United Artists Corp. provides
for a series of oral examinations at
25.
the New York Anti-Trust Division
office running from Feb. 5 to March
Under Federal Rules of Civil Procedure, the government may touch upon any phases
of the
picture
dustry relevant
to motion
the suit
in inits
questions, it was indicated. Reliable
sources close to the government see
no necessity for a delay in the trial
date because of the unexpected move.
Harry Cohn, Jack Cohn and Abe
Montague, president, vice-president
and bia
general
manager of
Pictures sales
are requested
to Columappear
first on Feb. 5.
lows :
Others asked to testify are as folFrom Universal, Nathan J. Blumberg, president, William A. Scully,
vice-president and Charles R. Rogers,
executive vice-president on Feb. 12.
From RKO, George J. Schaefer,
president, Ned E. Depinet, vice-president, and Jules Levy, general sales
manager, on Feb. 19.
From Paramount, Adolph Zukor,
(Continued on page 6)

Broadway
Are

Hurt

Grosses
by Rains

Sunday's rains hurt business all
along Broadway over the weekend.
Saturday's business was above average
but
the bad weather
took its toll on
the following
day.
"Gone With the Wind" continued to
play to capacity at the Astor and
Capitol for the fourth week. An estimated $22,000 at the Astor and an
estimated $80,000 at the Capitol were
grossed.
At the
the Dead
Strand,End
"Invisible
Stripes,"
with
Kids and
Shep
Melds' band on the stage, opened big
to take an estimated $31,000 for the
weekend. • "Raffles," with a stage
show, drew an estimated $30,000 for
the weekend at the Roxy.
"His Girl Friday," with a stage
(Continued on page 2)
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Motion

Negotiating
GN

Assets

to

Sell

in Bulk

Harry Fromberg, trustee of Grand
National, is negotiating with film
companies for the sale of assets of the
company in bulk, Joseph Dannenberg,
attorney for the trustee, stated yesterday. Dannenberg, however, refused to
reveal the names of the companies.
Earle W. Hammons, president of
Grand National, will be examined by
creditors of the company at the next
meeting on Feb. 19 before Referee
Peter B. Olney, Jr., Dannenberg said.
Other officers of the company may
testify at the same time.
Fromberg was authorized by the
Referee to open temporary offices at
300 Fourth Ave. He will continue
business for another 20 days under
court order and will bring records of
the company up to date.
Public auction of fixtures of the
N. Y. office will be held today. California assets must be sold on 10 days
notice, an order signed yesterday
provided.
Schine

Executives

In Meeting Today
A United Artists group including
Charles Stern, Eastern district manager ;Bert Stearn, Central district
head at Cleveland, and Monroe
Greenthal, exploitation manager, are
attending a meeting of 60 Schine circuit executives, managers and publicity directors at Gloversville today.
Louis and Meyer Schine and George
Lynch, the circuit's film buyer, are
presiding at the one-day meeting. "Of
Mice and Men," Hal Roach picture
released by United Artists, will be
screened this morning, and Greenthal
will discuss the advertising, publicity
and exploitation campaign on the film,
with examples of how it is being sold
in various cities.
Edward Weisman Dies
Milwaukee, Jan. 15. — Edward J.
Weisman, 38, manager of the Educational Film Exchange here for six
years and more recently a film salesman, died here following an illness
of several years. He is survived by
his wife, his mother and two brothers,
all of Milwaukee.

Deny 'Ecstasy' Appeal
Albany, Jan. 15. — The Court of
Appeals has rejected the motion of
Eureka Productions, Inc., which holds
American distribution rights to "Ecstasy" for permission to bring an appeal to that court from the Appellate
Division ruling upholding the ban on
the film in New York State.

MITCHELL
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Walker

to Be

Guest

At Charities Lunch
GEORGEdent of RKO
J. SCHAEFER,
presiPictures, will leave
for California Friday.
Former Mayor James J. Walker
•
will be guest of honor at the annual
Ralph Stone, former conductor for artists' luncheon of the New York
Sam Jaffe, Elliott Nugent, I. E.
Lopert, A. Lewis, John Byram, NBC and the Hotel Astor, is now one and Brooklyn Federations of Jewish
the three alternating conductors for Charities on Friday, Jan. 26, at the
John Golden, Herman Bernie, of
Ballet Theatre orchestra now at Hotel Astor.
Dave Blum, Arthur Loew, Mort the
the Center.
David Bernstein, treasurer of
Spring, Joseph Rosthal, William
Melniker and Arthur Krecke
Loew's, Inc., has called a special
William Smalley,
• . head of the luncheon meeting of the amusement
lunching at Sardi's• yesterday.
Smalley Circuit, Cooperstown, N. Y., division committee for next Thv/fr'V,
Lou Diamond, Russell Holman, and Mike Kallet, head of the Kallet day at the Astor at 12:30 o'clock^,
Circuit, Oneida, leave this week for discuss plans for the annual affair, to
Toby Gruen, Erno Rapee, Sam vacations
in the South.
which several hundred persons will be
Shain, George Weeks, Harry Buxinvited. Bernstein stresses that it is
baum, Ed Saunders, Ted O'Shea and
John Cromwell, director of "Abe urgent that all committee members be
Tom Connors at Nick's Hunting Lincoln
in Illinois," arrived yesterday
day.
Room in the Astor for lunch yester- for a week
before going to Washington for the world premiere of the present.
•
Columbia Meeting
RKO film on Jan. 22.
Al Hoffman, assistant manager of
•
In Dallas Tomorrow
Warner's Ritz, Albany, has returned
Howard Dietz, M-G-M advertising
from his honeymoon trip to New and publicity chief, returned from the
The third of Columbia's divisional
York. Hoffman married the former
studio yesterday. He was accompa- sales meetings will be held tomorrow
and Thursday at the Baker Hotel,
nied by Mrs. Dietz.
Dawn Mitchell •New Year's Day.
•
Dallas, with 27 delegates, representing
the southern division, headed by Sam
M. J. Siegel, president of RepubArt
Schmidt
of
Oscar
A.
Doob's
lic Productions, returned to Holly- publicity and advertising staff at Moscow, division manager. A. Monwood yesterday following conferences Loew's is in Syracuse.
tague, general sales manager, and
with H. J. Yates in New York.
•
Rube Jackter, assistant sales manager,
•
Charlotte Walerstein of the Col- will preside at the session.
The second sales meeting was held
Harris P. Wolfberg, Metro disumbia publicity department is vacaSunday at the Blackstone Hotel in
trict manager, has returned to Kantioning at Miami.
•
Chicago, from where Montague and
sas City after conferring with Division Manager E. M. Saunders.
Jackter
went to Dallas. Branch man•
Ernest Emerling of Loew's has
agers present at the Dallas meeting
been called to Dayton by the death
will be W. W. Anderson, Atlanta ; C.
Dick Hogan, RKO player, has re- of his wife's mother.
turned to the Coast from his home in
•
A. Gibbs, Oklahoma City; H. Duvall,
Little Rock, Ark., with a bride, the
R. O. Schohan, formerly manager New Orleans ; J. J. Rogers, Memformer Ellen Hayes.
phis;R. J. Ingram, Charlotte; J. B.
for
M-G-M in Helsinki, is in New
•
York.
Underwood, Dallas.
Lucille Ball, vacationing here,
will be guest of honor at The Woman
Theatres Included in
Pays Club luncheon at the Hotel
Broadway
Grosses
Warwick today.
N. Y. Chain Tax Bill
•
Albany, Jan. 15. — The bill of AsLawrence C. Caplan, executive
Are Hurt by Rains
semblyman Louis Bennett to amend
secretary of the Allied Theatres of
(.Continued from page 1)
the tax law relating to operation,
Connecticut, is the father of an eight- show, drew an estimated $70,000 in its maintenance or establishment of chain
pound son, Stephen
in the state specifically men• Mark.
first five days at the Music Hall and stores tions
theatres in the definition of the
will
be
held
over.
At
the
Paramount,
Claude Morris, exploitation chief
at the M-G-M branch in St. Louis, "Gulliver's Travels" with Glen Gray's
"store."
License
fees prescribed for "stores"
has returned to his office after a busi- band on the stage ends its fourth week word
tonight, and should draw an estimated would be : annual license fee of $50
ness trip to New York.
for
each
store
in excess of two and
•
$26,000 for the final stanza. "Remem- not more than five ; $250 for each store
ber the Night" starts Wednesday. The in excess of 10 and not more than 25 ;
John X. Quinn, M-G-M branch
manager in St. Louis, brought his third week of "The Light That $1,000 for each store in excess of 25.
four-year-old son home from the hos- Failed" drew an estimated $25,000 at
the Rivoli. "Cafe Hostess" grossed
pital last week.
an estimated $6,000 at the Globe.
•
Lorang Dinner Feb. 27
The next three films booked for the
Charlotte Sax, secretary to E. W.
The banquet in honor of Nick LoAaron at M-G-M, is vacationing at Music Hall will be "The Shop Around
of the Feb.
Astor's
Room
Coral Gables.
the Corner," "Swiss Family Robin- will berang held
27 atHunting
the hotel,
not
•
son" and "Rebecca."
Jan. 27, as previously reported.
Hank Linet of Universal has reMOTION PICTURE
land. turned from a business trip to Cleve- 'New York9 to Open
•
In Miami on Jan, 31
DAILY
Berniein Kranze,
of RKO'sat
World premiere of "Little Old New
branch
Albany, manager
is vacationing
(Registered
U. S. Patent Office)
York," 20th Century-Fox film, will
Published daily except Saturday, Sunday and
Miami.
be
held
at
the
Lincoln
Theatre,
Miami
•
by Quigley Publishing Company,
Beach, the night of Jan. 31. This holidays
Inc., 1270 Sixth Avenue, Rockefeller Center,
Ben Smith, Pamo-Films salesman will be a gala opening at advanced New York City. Telephone Circle 7-3100.
in Albany, is confined to his home
Cable address "Quigpubco, New York." Marwith a cold.
tin Quigley, Editor-in-Chief and Publisher;
Carl Erbe of the exploitation staff Colvin
•
Brown, Vice-President and General
prices.
is in Miami Beach preparing for the Manager; Watterson R. Rothacker, ViceCobina Wright, Jr.. singer and opening. Christy Wilbert of the ad- President; Sam Shain, Editor; James A.
Cron, Advertising manager; Chicago Bureau,
actress, arrived yesterday from the
vertising department arrives there
next week.
624
South Hollywood
Michigan Avenue,
B. O'Neill,
Coast.
manager;
Bureau, C.Postal
Union
•
Life Building, Boone Mancall, manager, William R. Weaver, Editor; London Bureau, 4,
Golden Square, London Wl, Hope Williams,
Al branch,
Coco, booker
Louis
is ill. at M-G-M's St.
For Lunch, Dinner or Supper
manager,
cable address
"Quigpubco,
London." All contents
copyrighted
1940 by Quigley Publishing Company, Inc. Other Quigley
Continue Law Practice
publications: Motion Picture Herald, Better
LaHIFF'S
TAVERN
Theatres, International Motion Picture AlThe law firm of Garfield and Seligmanac and Fame. Entered as second class
son having been dissolved, Gustave B.
matter, Sept. 23, 1938, at the post office at
MEETING The
and Industry's
EATING PLACE
Garfield and Maurice V. Seligson will
New York, N. Y., under the act of March
continue the general practice of law
3, 1879. Subscription rates per year $6 in the
1 56 W. 48th St. Tel. CHickering 4-4200
Americas
and $12 foreign. Single copies 10c.
at 285 Madison Ave.

FRANK C. WALKER has been
called to Butte, Mont., by the death
of his sister.
•
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Start Work on New
Fleischer Cartoon

Brevities

Miami, Jan. 15. — Work
started today on a new $1,500,000 feature cartoon at the
Fleischer Studio here, to be
produced by Max Fleischer,
directed by Dave Fleischer
and with the writing staff
headed by Edmond Seward.
As yet untitled, the cartoon
will be based on a Greek
mythological story, will run
seven or eight reels, and will
be ready for Paramount release by the Christmas holidays in 1940.

Data

ion hit a new entertaintelevis
ment high last Friday night with
(Continued from pane 1)
the presentation of "Meet the Wife."
chairman of the board of directors ;
s, the telestandard
by any
Judged
play was highly
of that
vision version
Barney Balaban, president, and Neil
tory. Some of those who witF. Agnew and Y. Frank Freeman, satisfac
ness television programs regularly
vice-presidents, on March 4.
called it the best telecast in several
From Warner Bros., Harry M. months.
Warner, president, and Jack Warner,
The weekly play usually provides
vice-president, on March 11. Joseph
Bernhard, president of Warner Bros. the best program from an entertainment standpoint. Boxing and wrestling
Circuit Management Corp. and Gradwell L. Sears, president of Vitagraph, are also popular regular television
are requested to appear on the same persentations.
FCC
Hears Attack
day.
From Twentieth Century-Fox, JosSchenectady Station Ready
eph M. Schenck, chairman of the
On Television Rules
From Schenectady comes word
board of directors ; Sidney R. Kent,
that the new television station,
Washington, Jan. 15. — Regulations
president ; Darryl F. Zanuck, vice- which is to be the first to pick up
relating to the semi-commercialization
president, and Herman Wobber, general -manager of distribution, on NBC's television signals and re- of programs were under attack toMarch 18. Spyros Skouras, president send them, has been completed and
day as representatives of the televiof National Theatres Corp., is asked that testing has started. Thus far,
sion industry began presentation of
however,
the
testing
is
on
the
to attend on the same day.
testimony
before the F.C.C. in hearground with actual telecasting still
ings on the new rules.
From Loew's and M.G.M., Nicholas a little ways off.
Testimony was directed chiefly to
M. Schenck, president; Charles C.
contentions that the rules should be
Moskowitz, assistant treasurer ; William F. Rodgers, general sales manflexible
to field.
permit further development in the
ager, and Louis B. Mayer, vice-presi'Harvest' on Air
Those represented included Maj.
dent in charge of production, on
March 25.
The film "Harvest," whose
Edwin H. Armstrong, the new Comfailure to be mentioned as the
mittee on Organization of FM
"Reasonable notice in writing to
N. Y. critics' choice as best
Broadcasters, Allen B. Dumont Laboevery other party to the action" is
foreign film caused such a
ratories, General Electric, General
required under Federal Rules to obrumpus last week, will get
tain oral examinations by the governTelevision
Corp., International Busiment.
radio time after all. "Five
ness Machines Corp., Don Lee BroadAttorneys for majors may contest
Star Final," over WMCA
casting System, Metropolitan TeleviSunday, will dramatize a
the government action, under these
sion Co., Philco, Radio Pictures,
scene from the film.
rules, upon an application to the court
Zenith Radio, CBS, RCA and CathRay Laboratories.
on "good cause shown." Attack may
In its annual report to Congress,
be made on the right to any examinations or efforts of majors can be dithe
F.C.C. pointed out that technical
Program News
rected towards limiting the scope of
development "has not reached the
the examination, providing for only
"Life Begins" will replace "Brenda stage where it can be standardized in
written interrogatories or changing Curtis" on CBS next Monday for
the location of the examinations. In Campbell's Soup. . . . Sterling Products essential details for uniformity."
"It appears highly essential that
addition, the majors may ask that tes- has renewed "Manhattan Merry-Go- the industry be encouraged to undertimony of witnesses be withheld from Round" over NBC-Red for an additake further practical research leading
tional 52 weeks, effective Feb. 4. toward the development of methods
the public.
United Artists' officials were exam- . . . Following, a successful test last which will permit more stations to be
ined by the government last Summer Saturday, CBS is starting a new edu- accommodated in the limited space, as
cational series on its New England well as facilitating lower costs tin the
and no further testimony will be
sought, it is understood.
network, called "Campus on the Air." production of good quality program
In addition to Special Assistant At- Undergraduates from 27 colleges and
service to the public," the report
torney General Paul Williams, the no- universities will submit ideas to a 10- added.
tice was signed by Special Assistants man undergraduate board. It will be
Robert L. Wright and Thomas J. heard Saturdays at 5 P. M. . . .
Carbon Price Boost
Lynch, new figures in the suit.
"Orphans of Divorce" has been renewed for an additional 52 weeks by
Defeated in Britain
R. L. Watkins Co. for Dr. Lyons
Cartoon Guild Loses
tooth powder over NBC-Blue. . . .
London, Jan. 15. — The Cinematograph Exhibitors Association has won
Labor Board Case
its brief but vigorous fight against the
Personalities in the News
Washington, Jan. 15. — The NaThomas D. Connolly, assistant to pool of carbon manufacturers which
tional Labor Relations Board today Victor M. Ratner, CBS director of threatened an increase in carbon
dismissed all proceedings in the con- sales promotion, speaks today before prices, in conjunction with the rationing of the product.
troversy between the Screen Cartoon the Advertising Club of Springfield,
Today the exhibitors won represenGuild and Walter Lantz Productions,
Mass. . . . Robert A. Simon, WOR's
on the carbon
Universal Pictures, Loew's, Inc., As- director of continuities, will conduct control tation
committee,
and manufacturers'
it was agreed
sociation of Motion Picture Produc- a course in radio script writing at
that
present
prices
will
be
retained at
ers, M.P.P.D.A., Raymond Katz N.Y.U. this coming semester. . . .
Studio and Leon Schlesinger Produc- Elmer Davis, CBS news analyst, is least until February. The exhibitors
tions in order to clear the way for a making three 12-inch records on events threatened to appeal for the elimination of carbon import duties if their
new petition bv Screen Cartoonists leading up to the war for use in
request was not granted.
Union, Local 852.
schools and colleges. . . . William
Thomas Hamilton, formerly with
Delay B. & K. Suit
WNEW, has
WOR'sSteiner
sales and
deWalsh Still Testifying
partment. .. joined
. Howard
Chicago, Jan. 15. — The government
Boston, Jan. 15. — George C. Walsh, Bill Watters have formed a new suit against Balaban & Katz and the
Netco theatres official, who began his song writing team. Their offices will majors was delayed today until April
testimony on Jan. 9 in the Morse and be in the Park Central Hotel. . . . when the Master in Chancery will
Rothenberg anti-trust suit against the Fred Allen may appear as guest on hear oral argument. The government
major film companies, spent another "Information, Please" in the near has filed answers to defense counsels'
whole day on the stand. It is expected future. . . . Bob Trout will broadcast charges and the Master will now digest
that he will end his testimony tomor- the President's Birthday Ball for the the testimony offered during past two
row.
fifth successive year.
I months.
NBC

Tuesday, January 16, 1940

Daily

Mutual
Size

Boosts

of

Board

Mutual's board of directors was enlarged over the weekend from seven
to nine members to provide representation for additional stockholders
whose financial participation in the
network was announced several weeks
ago. The board re-named all present
officers and appointed Lewis AllertT\\
Weiss, of Don Lee, vice-president it^J
the West Coast.
Shareholders ratified the five-year
plan of operations and appointed an
operating committee to meet with
Fred Weber, general manager. Officers renamed were Alfred J. McCosker, chairman of the board ; W. E.
Macfarlane, president ; Theodore C.
Streibert, vice-president ; Weiss ; and
secretary.
E.
M. Antrim, treasurer and executive
Board members elected were Antrim, WGN; Willett Brown, Don
Lee ; H. K. Carpenter, United Broadcasting Marfarlane,
;
WGN ; McCosker, WOR;
Shepard III,WOR
Colo- ;
nial networkJohn
; Streibert,
Weiss and Weber.
Included on the operating committee
are J. E. Campeau, CKLW ; Hulbert
Taft, WKRC ; Ed Wood, Jr., WGN ;
and
Carpenter, Shepard, Streibert and
Weiss.
Nick

Facing

On

Trial

Second

Charge

St. Louis, Jan. 15. — John P. Nick,
deposed
headwasof freed
the local
operators'
union, who
last week
on a
charge of extorting $10,000 from theatre owners in 1936, faces another extortion charge. He was indicted with
his former business agent. Clyde A.
Weston, on a charge of allegedly extorting $6,500 from theatre owners in
1937. The case has been set for Feb.
5, and the state is ready to try either
defendant.
The St. Louis Court of Appeals has
under advisement Circuit Judge Ernest Oakley's
Nick and
and
Weston
from order
control ousting
of the union
appointing temporary receivers. Munro
Roberts, an attorney for a group of
union members who intervened in the
action, and who has appealed Judge
Oakley's order, said yesterday the
international union will revoke the local's charter and organize a new local
in the event the appellate court upholds Judge Oakley.
6-Day

Law Affects
Illinois Theatres

Springfield,
Jan.
— State's
Attorney
General111.,
John
E. 15.
Cassidy
today ruled that the state's six-day
week law does not apply to radio stations but does affect theatres.
Enacted in 1935, the law provides
that all employers covered by the act
must allow their workers at least 24
consecutive hours of rest in every calendar week. The attorney general
held that radio stations do not fall
into the classifications of employers
provided by the law.
Feature

Pictures

Formed

Dover, Del., Jan. 15. — Feature Pictures, Inc., has been formed here to
deal in places of amusement. The incorporators are Arthur M. Kreidmann, D. E. Newman and M. L. Ciani
of New York City.
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New York City is to have a new
afternoon tabloid, which will make its
appearance on June 1. It will sell for
5 cents and will be published on the
order of a comment magazine, with
only one edition daily.
It will be in color with a considerable portion devoted to photographs.
Roy McAllister Ingersoll heads the
new venture in which Henry Luce,
publisher of "Fortune," "Time" and
"Life" magazines, was among the
original sponsors. Luce is not connected with the venture now, having
given up the idea after months of expensive research shortly after the
present European war broke out.
Ingersoll's paper has department
store and chain store financial backing amounting to approximately $1,500,000, which sum it is estimated is
sufficient to carry the paper through
four years without advertising on an
average daily circulation of 200,000
copies. Much of its planned departmental news pages will be devoted to
department store merchandising and
amusements, according to report. Ingersoll formerly was vice-president
and general manager of "Time, Inc."
Among financial supporters of the
project are listed Marshall Field, John
Hay Whitney, George Huntington
Hartford, Lessing J. Rosenwald, Dorothy Thompson, Mrs. Louis Gimbel,
Phillip K. Wrigley and Chester
Bowles, of the Benton & Bowles advertising agency.

Hollywood, Jan. 15. — Class A members of the Screen Actors Guild yesterday were asked to voted on a proposed amendment to the constitution
^iich would give Class B or extra
"flyers a measure of autonomy inside
and outside the organization.
Ralph Morgan, president of S.A.G.,
in a letter to top members, urged an
affirmative vote to obviate arguments
of various factions in the group which
have used existing by-laws as a focal
point for campaigns against the Guild.
Amendment to S.A.G. by-laws would
provide, according to Guild officers :
Collective bargaining agreements affecting rights of B membership shall
not be made or amended by the Guild
except either with approval of B Council or approval of the majority of B
members voting on the question at a
meeting or by mail ; collective bargaining representation of B members
on negotiating committee of Guild.
Approval by B Council of any demands in collective bargaining arbitration which affects rights of B membership.
Right of Class B members by vote
of 75 per cent of paid-up membership
to file a written notice of two weeks
on the board of directors and then
call a strike of Class B members
against a given producer, such strike
not affecting Class A members ; and
right of Class B members to call for
a vote on certain matters through a
request of the majority of Class B
Council members to board of directors FCC Denies Need
of S.A.G. and not only on a written
Of New Legislation
signed petition of 30 per cent of Class
Washington, Jan. 15. — No new
B membership as theretofore provided.
The amendment does not affect the legislation is needed but lack of personnel and equipment is hindering the
right of the Class B group to with- work of the F.C.C., particularly in
draw from the Guild by affirmative
vote of 51 per cent of the paid-up the field of radio monitoring and issuance of licenses, the commission demembership. Ballots must be marked
and returned to the Guild by Jan. 22. Congress. clared in its annual report to
The report stressed the "new and
exacting burdens" resulting from the
'Blue Bird' Brings
war, and the necessity of maintaining
Fox Officials Friday strict neutrality in communications.
A 20th Century-Fox group includThere are about 800 broadcast staing Joseph M. Schenck, Mr. and Mrs.
tions, 55,000 amateur stations and
Darryl F. Zanuck, Gene Markey and 5,000 commercial stations, according
his wife, Hedy Lamarr, will arrive to the report. For the calendar year
Friday by train from the Coast to at- 1938, gross broadcast revenues were
tend Broadway premieres of "The $111,000,000 with a net of $19,000,000.
Blue Bird" and "The Grapes of The stations employed 23,000 persons,
with a payroll of $45,000,000 in 1938.
Wrath."
Harry Brand, studio advertising
and publicity director, arrived yes- Lubitsch in Search
terday. Ralph Dietrich, cameraman,
and Ray Hanrahan, color technician,
For Story Material
are also here. They will work with
Ernst Lubitsch has completed his
Sidney Lanfield, director, in making
sequences with Carmen Mirando for two-picture contract with M-G-M and
is now seeking story properties^ for
"Southrives
American
tomorrow. Way." Lanfield ar- films his new company, Ernst Lubitsch
Productions, will make for United
Artists. Lubitsch arrived yesterday
from the Coast with his wife, Vivian
'Green HelV Opening
Gaye.
To Aid Finnish Fund
While the U. A. contract calls for
Pittsburgh, Pa., Jan. 15. — Pro- three films in two years, Lubitsch
ceeds from the world premiere of Uni- said that the number of films may be
versal's "Green Hell," starring Doug- increased, depending on available
las Fairbanks, Jr., and Joan Bennett, stories.
at the Alvin Wednesday night will be
Sol Lesser, president of Ernst Lubturned over to the Finnish Relief
itsch Productions, handles the finanFund. Arrangements were made
cial end and Lubitsch, who is vicethrough Herbert Hoover, Fund presi- president, is in charge of the creative
dent; John H. Harris, head of the end. Lubitsch said his company has
Harris Amusement Co., and publish- no intention of purchasing an interest
in U. A.
ers of the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette.

Old

Iowa Falls, la., Jan. 15. —
The Metropolitan in Iowa
Falls recently celebrated its
40th anniversary under the
management of E. O. Ellsworth.
The theatre was formally
opened in 1899, with Tim
Murphy, a popular comedian
of that time, appearing in
"The Carpet Bagger."

SAG

Backs

Declares

AGVA,
Thomson

English

Wage

Pacts

Signed

For

Theatres

London, Dec. 15 (By Mail). —
Wage pacts between the Cinematograph Exhibitors Association and the
National Association of Theatrical and
Kine Employees, labor union serving
the industry, have been signed in Coventry and the West of England. Both
agreements provide for substantial
wage increases and the improvement
of working
ists and otherconditions
employes. of projection-

A total of 700 film houses are affected by the pacts. In the case of
"The Screen Actors Guild is fully
behind the American Guild of Vari- 500 houses, the new conditions operate as from Jan. 1.
ety Artists," Kenneth Thomson,
New agreements are now expected
S.A.G. executive secretary, told the
A.G.V.A. meeting at Palm Garden in London and the Home Counties,
the Eastern Counties' rural areas,
on Sunday. "We are fully cognizant in
of the promises given this past Sum- in Grimsby and in Manchester.
mer and they will be carried out. This
Sir Kenneth Clark, director of the
willThomson
be a union
of and from
by performers."
arrived
the Coast National Gallery, Britain's museum of
painting, has been appointed
Sunday to spend about two weeks classical
director of the Films Section of the
surveying the A.G.V.A. situation. He
will then report back to the S.A.G. Ministry of Information. He succeeds
board on the desirability of his ex- Sir Joseph Ball, resigned.
tending his stay here. The meeting,
which was attended by about 70 mem18
bers, was picketed by the Variety Metro Arranges
Actors Betterment Committee, a
group which is seeking the reinstatement of Ralph Whitehead as head of
More
'Wind' Dates
the vaudeville union. Lou Taylor, a
"Gone With the Wind" engagenight club performer, is head of the
ments now total 105 in 95 cities, with
committee.
18
openings
set yesterday by M-G-M.
A nominating committee of nine was
Seven of the new engagements will
elected at the meeting and it will be three-a-day as follows:
• meet Friday to select a slate. The
Feb. 7, Melba, Dallas ; Martini,
constitutional committee of 11 will Galveston ; Texas, San Antonio ; Feb.
meet on Jan. 24. The members asked 8, Hollywood, Fort Worth; State,
that the seven vacancies on the board Austin; Feb. 15, Orpheum, Waco;
of directors be filled with rank and
State, Amarillo.
Two-a-day reserved seat engagefile members instead of "big names."
ments are scheduled for the following
11 situations: Jan. 29, Riviera, KnoxAppeal in Landis
ville ; Tivoli,
Chattanooga
Paramount, Montgomery,
Ala.; ;Jan.
31,
Case Is Up Friday
Ritz, Birmingham, Ala. ; Feb. 8, Fox,
Philadelphia, Jan. 15. — The ap- Tucson ; Sunshine, Albuquerque ; Mapeal scheduled to be argued today bejestic, Wichita Falls, Tex.; Feb. 9,
fore Judge Kirkpatrick in the U. S. Plaza, El Paso; Feb. 13, Liberty,
District Court of Appeals on an
Tyler, Tex. ; Feb. 15, Arcadia, Harlearlier ruling favoring the Landis lene.
Theatre against Warner Brothers cir- ingen, Tex. ; Feb. 16, Paramount, Abicuit and the major distributors
charged with monopolistic practices,
was postponed until Friday because of War Cuts British
the illness of Morris Wolf, one of the
Production to 60%
Warner attorneys. Former Attorney
(Continued from page 1)
General William A. Schnader, associate counsel with Wolf, asked for the Goldsmith continued. The provision
postponement. Senator Harry Shap- that the American companies' frozen
tre. is representing the Landis Thea- currency in England may be used for
piro
production there is an indication of
that, he said, as is also the relaxing
of petrol rationing and the like.
"Production financing is no problem
Lone Ranger
Writ
Aimed
at Republic
The Lone Ranger, Inc., obtained a
temporary injunction yesterday from
Federal Judge Coxe which restrained
Republic Productions, Inc., from
hampering the sale of film rights to
The Lone Ranger radio series to Universal Pictures. Judge Coxe also enjoined Republic from allegedly advertising its film, "The Lone Star Ranger," in a manner which would tie
it up with the radio program.
At the same time the decision denied a request for an injunction which
would prevent Republic from releasing a Lone Ranger picture already
completed by the defendant.

provided
sound,"
Goldsmith the
said.proposition
"There areis sufficient
technicians and other workers. But
the war regulations have caused handicaps, such as a shortage of certain
lumber
and other
Goldsmith
came materials."
over to negotiate a
release for "The Stars Look Down,"
based on the A. J. Cronin novel. The
film features Michael Redgrave, Margaret Lockwood, Emlyn Williams and
Nancy Price and was directed by
Carold Reed.
Goldsmith formerly was Continental
managerciatedfor
BritishJohn
Film Maxwell's
DistributorsAssoand
was managing director of Sud Film
Co. in Berlin.
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LIGHT is the slogan of the day. From newspapers and magazines, the lecture platform and the
school, the public is being taught the sight saving value
of plenty of light.
Put your theater in step with this upward trend in
light intensity. It has popular appeal. People like to
enter a theater in which they can see their way to their
seats. And they can do just that in the many theaters

that are now equipped with high intensity projection.
Think this over if you still have low intensity projection. Those first minutes of blindness result from the
low level of general illumination necessitated by lack of
light on the screen. Don't let poor lighting drive your
patrons to other theaters. Install Simplified High
Intensity projection and attract that growing body of
theater-goers who appreciate plenty of light.

Write for a free copy of the booklet, "The Eternal Triangle in Picture Projection."

SIMPLIFIED
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MODERN
PROJECTION
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The words "National" and "Suprex" are trade-marks of National Carbon Company, Inc.

(

NATIONAL
CARBON
COMPANY,
INC.
Unit of Union Carbide HIM and Carbon Corporation
CARBON SALES DIVISION, CLEVELAND, OHIO
General Offices: 30 East 42nd Street, New York, N. Y.
BR48CH SALES. .ttf.EJ.CES: HEW TURK PUISiUttttH
CJliClttA SilLEJUN CISCO..
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'Wind' to Boost Profits;
Schenck Re-Elected
By ALFRED

Up

Sees

3-YearUA
Shaw

Far

U.S.A., WEDNESDAY,

FINESTONE

Loew's this year is expected to surpass its domestic earnings in 1939 because of "Gone With the Wind," J.
Robert Rubin, vice-president of the
company, told 100 Loew stockholders
at the annual meeting yesterday at the
Loew home offices.

Film

First

Gabriel Pascal was signed yesterday
to an exclusive three-year producing
deal with United Artists by Maurice
Silverstone, chief executive of the
company.
Pascal's first production for United
Artists release will be made in England, but his subsequent pictures probably will be made in Hollywood. He
will begin preparations immediately
for production of George Bernard
Shaw's "Major Barbara," which will
feature Wendy Hiller, who played opposite Leslie Howard in "Pygmalion,"
Pascal's most recent production. Robert Morley, who played on Broadway
last
season
"Oscar Wilde," will
also be
in thein cast.

"Gone With the Wind," in the seven lemma," "The Devil's Disciple" and
:ities it has opened, has grossed more "Caesar and Cleopatra."
Coast reports last night were that
:han $1,000,000 at the box-office, and
in all cases where tickets have gone John M. Stahl, producer-director, is
on sale the advance sale at each the- en route to New York to discuss a
j-itre equals twice the gross taken by U. A. releasing deal.
he run of any picture, according to
Howard Dietz, M-G-M advertising
ind publicity director.
The Warner circuit has reported an
idvance sale of $80,000 in PhiladelFight
Television
(Continued on page 5)

; Premiere of Walt Disney's "Pinocchio" will be held at the Center Theitre, Radio City, the evening of Feb. 6.
The day following the film will start
Ian extended run of indefinite duration. It is reported the price scale
Afill be 40, 65 and 99 cents. The openng was advanced from Feb. 15, the
late originally favored, to give the
Picture the advantage of the Lincoln's
Birthday holiday.

TEN

17, 1940

GODDARD

CENTS

CHOSEN

Deal;

Loew's net earnings in the year
ended Aug. 31, 1939, inclusive of
foreign income, were $9,841,530.
The board re-elected Nicholas M.
Pascal'sductionsecond
United Artists
proSchenck, president, and all other offiwill be selected
from three
cers of the company at a meeting following the shareholders' session. The other Shaw works, "The Doctor's Distockholders earlier had re-elected all
the directors. Stock represented by
Pascal Deal Hailed
the stockholders at the meeting
amounted to 1,119,668 shares of comBy Bernard Shaw
mon and 68,644 preferred.
Hollywood, Jan. 16. — FollowDavid Bernstein, vice-president and
ing the signing of the United
treasurer, and Leopold Friedman,
Artists
distribution contract
secretary of the company, and several
with
Gabriel
Pascal, Charles
of the directors were among the offiChaplin,
one
of
the producercersin_ attendance. J. Robert Rubin
owners of the company, represided in the absence of Nicholas
ceived this cable from George
M. Schenck.
Bernard Shaw:
Bernstein explained the effect of the
"Congratulations to United
{Continued on page 4)
Artists on having captured
Gabriel Pascal, the only man
living except yourself who
knows as much about filming
'Wind'
$1,000,000
Gross in 7 Cities!
as I do."

'Pinocchio' to Open
On Feb, 6 at Center

JANUARY

TRUST

Would

Set New

TRIAL

JUDGE

York

Go

"69th Regiment Day"
Councilman Joseph Sharkey
of Brooklyn, introduced a
resolution in the New York
City Council yesterday to
make Wednesday, Jan. 24,
"69th Regiment Day" in honor of the regiment and the
Warner picture, "The Fighting 69th."
Rogers
Week

Drive

Set

of April

18

Major L. E. Thompson, chairman
of the annual campaign for Will Rogers National Theatre Week, after
conferences with Will H. Hays, has
designated the week beginning April
18 for the 1940 drive.
Executive heads of the five major
circuits are collaborating with
Thompson. They include Charles C.
Moskowitz, Loew's ; Joseph Bernhard,
Warners ; Leon Netter, Paramount ;
John J. O'Connor, RKO ; Spyros
Skouras, National Theatres, as well
as Ed Kuykendall, president of the
M.P.T.O.A. ; Dave Palfreyman, of
the M.P.P.D.A.; Max A. Cohen,
A.T.O. of New York.
Proceeds of the campaign are used
for the maintenance of the Will Rogers Memorial Hospital at Saranac
Lake, for kindred aid for the needy
of stage and screen, and for the aid
of institutions caring for handicapped
children.
The following executives are on the
{Continued on page 4)

Set

Standards

Washington, Jan. 16. — Opposition to the recommendation of the
F.C.C. television committee that the R.MA. television standards be
approved is due to developments in equipment which have been made
since those standards were adopted, the Federal Communications
Commission was told today by television representatives.
W. D. Smith of Philadelphia, Philco engineer, cited the development
of the vertical antenna which can be used with a loop in the television
receiver, eliminating the necessity for outside aerials and saving set
buyers an expenditure of $40 to $50. He declared R.M.A. standards
made no provision for such a development.
The picture quality attained with present equipment is pretty good,
he testified, but synchronization and sound are bad.
Manufacturers want the standards reconsidered so that they will
permit the development of better and cheaper receivers, Smith explained.

Counsel

Into

Huddle

To Settle Disputes
Interrogatories

on

Federal Judge Henry W. Goddard
yesterday was selected by the Federal
Government and attorneys for the
major defendants in the Government
anti-trust suit to preside at the trial
of the action.
Another important development in
the anti-trust suit occurred during the
day when Judge John C. Knox, after
hearing argument on interrogatories
of both parties, advised the litigants
that the trial must start on May 1.
Judge Knox urged an immediate conference on this question in an effort
to avoid a formal hearing.
As a result of Judge Knox's suggestion, aconference between attorneys for the majors and the Government started yesterday. Progress towards agreement on interrogatories
was being made, it was learned, as the
conference continued.
Both Senior Judge Knox, in charge
of the assignment
of page
judges
(Continued on
8) to trial

One

Vote

Head

of

Keeps

Ellis

Associates

By the margin of a single vote,
Jack Ellis of RKO yesterday was reelected president for a third term of
the Motion Picture Associates at the
annual
elections yesterday at the Hotel Astor.
The contest was the closest in years.
Ellis received 62 votes and his opponent, Morris Sanders of 20th Century-Fox, polled 61.on page
This
(Continued
2) was the
Warners,

Brandt

Sign Product Deal
Harry Brandt, president of the New
York I. T. O. A., has signed with
Warnersand for
the lineup
complete
feature
shorts
for 241939-'40
houses
of the Brandt Circuit in New York
and Brooklyn. The deal was closed
by Brandt and Sam Lefkowitz, Warners' New York-Metropolitan branch
manager.
Among the films included in the
deal are: "The Fighting 69th," "The
Castle on the Hudson," "Virginia
City," "The Magic Bullet," "Three
Cheers for the Irish," "We Shall Meet
Again" and "Saturday's Children."
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Ellis

Purely
4
LEO ABRAMS, shorfl: subjects sales
manager for Universal, left yester(Continued from page 1)
day on an extended tour of the company's western exchanges, in the course
first time in the 20-year history of the of which
he will spend a few days at
organization that it has elected the the studio conferring with the short
same president a third time.
subjects producers. He is expected
Moe Streimer of United Artists was back in about four weeks.
•
elected vice-president, defeating Jerome Wilson. Nat Beier withdrew his
Peggy O'Donnell, secretary to
nomination for treasurer and Saul John
D. Hertz, Jr., of Buchanan &
Trauner of Columbia was reelected.
Co., advertising agency, is back at her
Other officers elected were : Mat- desk after an automobile accident in
thew Cahan, second vice-president ; which she was injured about a week
Charles Penser of Monogram, finan- ago. She is departing on a six-week
cial secretary, elected without opposi- cruise for her health at the end of the
tion; Moe Fraum, Columbia, record- month.
ing secretary ; Abe Blumstein, 20th
Louis D. Frohlich of Schwartz &
Century-Fox, sergeant-at-arms ; Jack
Hattem, exhibitor, and Joseph J. Lee, Frohlich, Ascap counsel, will leave for
20th Century-Fox, trustees. Charles Pittsburgh this weekend to handle sevBerliner was elected chaplain without
eral copyright infringement cases in
court there.
opposition.
Officers will be installed at the next
meeting in two weeks.
Errol Flynn and Miriam Hopkins arrived here yesterday by plane
from the Warner studio. Flynn will
vacation here for a few days and Miss
Shearer in "Forever"
weeks.
Hollywood, Jan. 16. — Norma Hopkins for several
•
Shearer will be starred by M-G-M in
Cliff Lewis, Paramount studio
"Forever," an original story by Mildred Cram, which Sidney Franklin publicity and advertising director, will
will produce. It deals with two spirits leave the Coast Friday for the home
falling in love before birth. They office.
marry different persons in real life
and are joined in death.
Margaret Mitchell, author of
"Gone With the Wind," is recuperating at the Piedmont Hospital, Atlanta,
Opens Canada Exchange following an operation.
•
Toronto, Jan. 16. — James Davidson
has resigned as salesman of Superior
William F. Rodgers, M-G-M gensales manager, is due Monday
Films, Ltd., here, to open an indepen- from eral
Florida.
dent exchange under the name of Re•
gent Film Co. He has been succeeded
Norma
Shearer
is in town from
at Superior by S. Ginsler, formerly
the Coast.
of Empire-Universal Films, Ltd.

Head

of

Associates

Personal

ANGELES

OVERNIGHT
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• It's only a restful night's sleep over this southern nature-favored route, in a luxurious Flagship
Skysleeper. Complimentary meals, stewardess service. For reservations call your Travel Agent or
HAvemeyer 6-5000. Ticket offices: 45 Vanderbilt
Ave. and Rockefeller Center at 18 West 49th St.

AMERICAN
ROUTE

OF

AIRLINES
THE

FLAGSHIPS

S,

—

► Newsreel

, president
WARNER
LYNArts,
FRANK
trained out from
of Fine
Hollywood yesterday for New York.
He will then tour exchanges which
will handle his product.
•
Howard Dietz, Laurence Bolognino, Ted O'Shea, Toby Gruen,
Erno Rapee, A. P. Waxman, Russell Holman, Ed Saunders and
day.
George Skouras at Nick's Hunting
Room in the Astor for lunch yesterWilliam Boyd, Western star, arrives Thursday morning from Hollywood for a few days' vacation before
going to Washington for the President's Birthday Ball. He is accompanied by his wife, Grace Bradley,
actress.
•
James Miller of the Universal
home office print department is convalescing at his home after 10 days
at Knickerbocker Hospital for observation and treatment. He is expected back at work next week.
•
Harry Goetz, Jack Goetz, Joseph
Moskowitz, Harry Brand, Sam Cit
row, W. Ray Johnston, Maurice
Silvertone and William German at
Bob Goldstein's Tavern for lunch
yesterday.
•
Charles E. McCarthy, Herman
Wobber, Sam Bischoff, Walter
Huston, Sidney -■Phillips, Austin
Keough and Arthur• Krim lunching

Parade
The midweek issues feature a mine
disaster, the Marines sailing for the
Caribbean, Hiaieah opening and sports
events. Reels and their contents follow:
MOVIETONE
NEWS,
37— Marines
leave
for Caribbean.
War No.
in North
China.
Girls on Miami Beach. Fur trappina^in
Canada. Dress fashions. Lew Lehr. l/ ers set Golden
hockey Glove
record.
t'._J<
opens.
bouts Hiaieah
in Washington.NEWS OF THE DAY, No. 235— Mine
tragedy in West Virginia. G-Men round
up terrorist suspects. Marines trek to
Caribbean. Hat Fashions. Smallest
midget. Sports club in Florida opens. Bob
sledding at Lake Placid. Hiaieah track
PARAMOUNT NEWS, No. 40— Marines
opens.
off for war games. Nab alleged terrorists.
Wrestler arrives from Europe. Blast in
West Virginia mine. Hat fashions. Mile
race in Boston. Bob sledding at Lake
Placid. Rangers vs. Maple Leafs ice
hockey. Action on Finnish war front.
RKO PATHE NEWS, No. 52-Explosion
in West Virginia mine. G-Men seize 17 in
plot against U. S. General Motors turns
out 25,000,000th car. Skaters seek titles in
Pennsylvania. Leathernecks sail for war
maneuvers. Sailing on Long Island Sound.
Indoor track meet.
UNIVERSAL NEWSREEL, No. 841— Arrest 17 on conspiracy charge. Coal mine
blast kills 91. Marines sail for war games.
Hat fashions. Girl is pistol shooting
champ. Citrus Fiesta fh Texas. Bette
Davis gets film award. Bob sled racing
at Lake Placid. Track meet in Boston.
Horse racing at Hiaieah.
Freeman,

Richards

at Sardi's yesterday.
•
Morris Alin, editor of the Universal house organ, will leave for
Florida at the end of the week for a
two-week vacation.

Coming
from South
Y. Frank Freeman, Paramount
vice-president and studio head, will
leave the Coast tonight for New Orleans for conferences with E. V. Richards, Saenger Circuit head, before
Halsey Raines of Howard Dietz's coming to New York. Richards is
staff at M-G-M yesterday was given a slated to accompany Freeman here,
birthday luncheon by friends at the arriving on Monday.
Woodstock Hotel.
Freeman and Richards, both mem•
bers of the Paramount board, will atSi Seadler, M-G-M advertising
tend the company's monthly board
manager,
who has been ill, returns to meeting, Jan. 25. New season produchis desk today.
tion plans also will be discussed with
•
home office executives, and Freeman
Frank Phelps of Warners is in will report to the board on studio operations.
Philadelphia today.

Ends 6 Days of Testimony
Boston, Jan. 16. — George C.
'40 Convention City Walsh, Netco theatre executive, left
Washington, Jan. 16. — Members of for New York tonight as his six days
the Allied States board of directors of testimony ended today in the Morse
opened their annual meeting here to- and Rothenberg anti-trust suit against
the major film companies.
day with a discussion of their legislative program for the current sesMOTION PICTURE
sion of Congress, in which emphasis
will be laid upon the Neely bill.
The meeting, which will continue
DAILY
through Thursday at the Carlton
(Registered U. S. Patent Office)
Hotel, also will choose the city for
Published daily except Saturday, Sunday and
the next Allied national convention holidays
by Quigley Publishing Company,
and elect 1940 officers.
Inc., 1270 Sixth Avenue, Rockefeller Center,
New York City. Telephone Circle 7-3100.
Cable address "Quigpubco, New York." MarHonor Selznick Star
tin Quigley, Editor-in-Chief and Publisher;
Colvin Brown, Vice-President and General
A cocktail party will be held Thurs
Manager; Watterson R. Rothacker, Viceday at 5 p. m. at the River Club, President; Sam Shain, Editor; James A.
52nd St. and the East River, in honor Cron, Advertising manager; Chicago Bureau,
of Ingrid Bergman, Selznick star. 624
South Hollywood
Michigan Avenue,
B. O'Neill,
Bureau, C.Postal
Union
Mr. and Mrs. Ernst Lubitsch will be manager;
Life Building, Boone Mancall, manager, William R. Weaver, Editor; London Bureau, 4,
Golden Square, London Wl, Hope Williams,
present.
manager,
cable address "Quigpubco, London." All contents
Bioff in Court Monday
copyrighted 1940 by Quigley Publishing Company, Inc. Other Quigley
Hollywood, Jan. 16. — William publications: Motion Picture Herald, Better
Bioff, I.A.T.S.E. leader who has Theatres, International Motion Picture Almanac and Fame. Entered as second class
been indicted on two counts of U.S.
Sept. 23, 1938, at the post office at
income tax evasion, will appear for matter,
New York, N. Y., under the act of March
plea Monday morning before Federal 3, 1879. Subscription rates per year $6 in the
Americas and $12 foreign. Single copies 10c.
Judge Jenney.
Allied
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(Continued from page 1)
representing the distribucommittee
tors :
Neil F. Agnew, Paramount; Harry
Buckley, United Artists; Edward
Golden, Monogram; James R. Grainger, Republic; Ned E. Depinet,
RKO ; Abe Montague, Columbia ;
William F. Rodgers, M-G-M ; William A. Scully, Universal; Gradwell
L. Sears, Warners, and Herman
Wobber, 20th Century-Fox.
Harold Rodner, Warner executive,
who heads the production committee,
leaves for the Coast shortly to supervise the filming of the annual short
subject, which is shown in theatres
throughout the United States during
Will Rogers Week. A. P. Waxman
is again director of the campaign for
Major Thompson.
As in previous years, EastmanKodak, duPont and Gevaert are cooperating by contributing rawstock
for the short subject. Herman Robbins, president of National Screen
Service, is again lending the services
of his company to handle the shipment of the prints.
Committees in the field include
every branch manager and every
salesman in the United States. The
general sales managers of the major
companies have appointed the following branch managers to act as zone
chairmen for the campaign.
Zone managers follow:
Metro — Boston, Morris Wolf; Cincinnati,
Edwin Booth; Cleveland, Frank D. Drew;
Denver, H. A. Friedel; Detroit, Frank
Downey; Los Angeles, Clayton T. Lynch;
Portland, Louis Amacher.
20th Century-Fox — Buffalo, Sydney Samson; Indianapolis, George T. Landis; New
York City, Harry H. Buxbaum; Salt Lake
City, Charles Walker; Washington, D. C,
Sam Wheeler.
RKO — Chicago, Jack Osserman; Milwaukee, Arthur N. Schmitz; Oklahoma City,
Ralph B. Williams; Philadelphia, F. L.
McNamee.
Universal — Atlanta, John Ezell; Minneapolis, Harold Johnson; St. Louis, John E.
Garrison; Seattle, Lawrence J. McGinley.
Warner Bros. — Dallas, Doak Roberts;
Kansas City, James Winn; Pittsburgh,
Harry Seed.
Paramount — Des Moines, R. M. Copeland;
New Orleans, E. B. Price; Omaha, Al
Mendenhall.
Columbia — Albany, Philip Fox; Charlotte,
Robert
J. Ingram; Memphis, James Rogers.
United Artists — New Haven, Lou Wechsler;
ney. San Francisco, Dennis J. McNerMilwaukee

Houses

Seek Pact on Policy
Milwaukee, Jan. 16. — A proposed
agreement calling for the discontinuance of early bird admissions, dime
nights, giveaways and the showing of
two "A" features on one program in
Milwaukee County is said to hinge
upon one circuit, which is reported interested in retaining the early bird
admission policy for its de luxe neighborhood houses.
A number of meetings have been
held in an effort to arrange a policy
which would prove agreeable to independent and circuit operators, and
its final approval is to be dependent
upon the early bird phase of the plan.

Past '39 Figure
(Continued from page 1)

war on the company's income by saying that business in the war zone
represents 15 per cent of the total
gross, and that because of the September-October theatre blackout in Britain,
the
company's
the
first three months of earnings
this fiscalforyear,
beginning in September, will not compare favorably with the same period
of the previous year. _ Business in
England now, however, is good.
The company's foreign income ratio
as compared to overall income is 35
per cent, he told stockholders. The
company's foreign assets were put at
$8,700,000.
Both Bernstein and Rubin stated
that the early fears caused by the war
have disappeared nearly entirely and
that films will not be shut out of the
war area because "they are as vital
Rubin told the_ stockfood."
asTelevision,
holders, is not yet competition for
films. Loew's investment in Gaumont
British was described as very valuable to the company.
Directors who were re-elected are:
George N. Armsby, David Bernstein,
Leopold Friedman, John R. Hazel,
Alexander Lichtman, Charles C. Moskowitz, William A. Parker, J. Robert
Rubin, Nicholas M. Schenck, Joseph
R. Vogel, David Warfield and Henry
Rogers Winthrop.
Remuneration paid to officers of the
company for the fiscal year ended
Aug. 31, 1939, as revealed at the
meeting follows :
Nicholas M. Schenck, $275,000;
Louis B. Mayer, $688,000; J. Robert
Rubin, $218,000; David Bernstein,
$191,000;
Leopold Friedman, $1,600
weekly.

Lack

of Funds

j

Halts

Remake by Lorentz
Washington, Jan. 16. — Pare
Lorentz' picture, "The
Plough That Broke the
Plains," was withdrawn from
circulation last April because the drought conditions
on which the film were based
were so improved that revision was considered necessary, it was revealed at hearings before the House Appropriations Committee. It
was disclosed, however, that
lack of funds so far has prevented the remake of the film.

Subje

ct

I

Review
March
(RKO)

of Time,

No. 6

Finland, its history and current ef- j
forts
to maintain
independe*'1
is
the subject
of thisitsnewest
Maraf )- of
Time release.
I
The reel draws upon items such as
America's initial financial aid to the
new-born European republic in 1919,
Equity Takes Stand
Finland's stake of independence in its a
warfare, the popularity of its j
On Television Wage current
Minister to the United States in
A definite stand on the television
Washington, and American efforts to
wages situation will be sought by
marshal relief for Finland's aid, to
Actors Equity when the joint commit- establish mutuality of interest.
tee of Equity, Screen Actors Guild
The history of Finland is narrated
and American Federation of Radio
briefly, its people, cities, industries and
Artists meets today.
occupations are pictured and there is J
Equity's council yesterday approved
resume
of events
to i'
a proposed basic agreement covering athebrief
Soviet
invasion
and,leading
finally,up the
wages and hours and will seek similar little nation's armed forces at war. It
approval from the other unions.
injects a plea for continued material
A.F.R.A. has previously indicated aid for Finland, suggesting that withthat it does not wish negotiations to
out itcome
that
nation adversary.
cannot hope to overits larger
start until August, when its present
contract with the networks expires.
The subject is interestingly preS. A. G. officials, however, have insented, yet in the aggregate adds nothdicated that they may side with Equity
ing
to
the derstanding,
average
American's
unin this dispute and authorize immedigleaned from
the newspaate negotiations.
Details of the scale set by Equity
pers, of Finland's difficulties. Running time, 18 mins.
were not disclosed.
Finn
In

Action
Para.

Shots
Newsreel

Warners
Lohrenz

Transfer
to Chicago

Kansas City, Jan. 16. — Rud LohFirst action pictures of the Finnishrenz, district manager for Warners
Soviet warfare in and around the here since May, has been transferred
Mannerheim Line fortifications went
back to Chicago, where he will ocout to theatres yesterday in the regucupy the same post. James Winn,
lar issue of Paramount News.
branch manager here since May, beThese amounts include special inThe film was shipped via the
come in addition to salaries with the
comes district manager for the "praiAmerican
Clipper and arrived in New
exception of Friedman.
rie district," which includes Kansas
York in time for inclusion in the regu- City, Omaha, Des Moines, St. Louis
Louis B. Mayer's salary is $2,500
lar release. Pictures include front and Memphis. O. W. Williamson, Jr.,
weekly. Bernstein's salary is $104,000 line shelling, Russian prisoners, inter- branch manager at Memphis, comes
yearly.
iors of the Mannerheim underground
Certain executives share in a per- fortifications, Finnish ski troops in ac- here as branch manager to succeec
centage of the profits only after comtion, effects of the severe cold on Winn.
mon stock dividends of $2 a share.
Henry Herbel, district manager at
Harry Kirshbaum, an attorney, and troops, a 90-truck supply train de- Chicago, goes to Los Angeles as West
stroyed by the Finns, and also aerial Coast district manager, replacing W
Raymond Minkowsky were among the
and resultant fires in Hel- E. Callaway, who becomes branch
stockholders who asked questions from bombings
sinki.
the floor.
manager at Los Angeles.
Depositions to Fight
Florida Ascap Law
Suggestions Ready
Depositions
will be taken here Feb.
London, Jan. 16. — The special committee of the British Films Council is 6 in Ascap's action to contest the conexpected to have the final draft of its
stitutionality ofFlorida's law to prevent the society from operating within
recommendations for new industry the state.
legislation ready by Jan. 26. The
Prominent Ascap publisher and
memorandum probably will be pres- author members will be called for
ented to the full Films Council on
their depositions by Schwartz & FrohJan. 30.
Ascap counsel. Depositions of
It is understood in informed quar- lich,
Florida state officials will be taken
ters that progress has been made to- several weeks later and the case may
ward the establishment of a Film
Credits Bank, supported by British be turned over to the Federal court
Treasury money. Government officials by the end of the month.
are reported to be friendly toward the
industry's problem.
Win Warner Contest
Pittsburgh, Jan. 16. — Winners of
Welles to New York
the Warner Theatres' Tri-State zone
Hollywood, Jan. 16. — Orson Welles exploitation contest for "On Borrowed
left tonight for New York to confer Time" were : Lige Brien of the Prince,
with George Schaefer, RKO presi- Ambridge ; Robert Bowman, Strand,
dent, on matters believed to pertain Ridgway ; Charles Shannon, Boulevard, Brookline, and Henry Sutton,
to his continuation as RKO producerdirector-writer-actor.
Regent, Pittsburgh.

British

Legislation

Beaumont

C. of C.

Reelects Clemmons
Beaumont, Tex., Jan. 16. — Joseph )
C. Clemmons of the Jefferson Amuse-:!)
ment Co., operating several east Texas j
houses, has again been honored by 1
election for a second term as presi- :
dent of the Beaumont Chamber of 1
Commerce. His work during the past
year has been highly complimented f
by press and city officials.
/. Balaban at Mayo Clinic
Chicago,& Jan.
Balaban
Katz,16. —isJohn
at Balaban
the Mayoof
Clinic, Rochester, Minn., where he ;
has been for the past week undergoing a physical check-up.
Theatre Aids Finns
The Cinecitta Theatre will aid the
Finnish Relief Fund by giving five
per cent of its receipts for the week
beginning tomorrow.
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Theatre statistics in the New York
metropolitan area were virtually unchanged during the past year, according to the annual report of the New
"^rk Film Board of Trade.
-^3ie total seating capacity of Metropolitan theatres dropped 515 to 1,343,883 during the past year although
the total number of houses rose to
1,197, four ahead of last year, according to tiie annual directory of the
Film Board of Trade. The figures
cover parts of New York State
and New Jersey, which are included
in the Metropolitan area.
The slight loss of seating capacity
despite the greater number of houses
is due to the demolition of old houses
and the building of new ones with
smaller seating capacity, Film Board
officials said.
The number of theatres open and
operating is 1,072, four less than the
previous year, while those closed number 125, eight more than the previous
count. The total number of houses
■equipped with sound is 1,179, one less
than last year, while silent houses rose
from 13 to 18. This rise is accounted
for by the fact that sound equipment
is frequently removed from closed
houses. All silent houses are closed.
The open houses have a total seating capacity of 1,240,304, compared
with 1,246,339 last year, while the
closed houses have 103,579 seats, compared with 98,059. Theatres located in
New York State number 869 with
991,349 seats, while there are 328
houses in New Jersey with 352,534
seats.
Circuits control 771 houses, 17
more than last year, with 1,023,016
seats while independents control 426,
13 less than last year, with 320,867
seats. Of the circuit houses, 195 are
affiliated, three less than last year, and
576 are unaffiliated, 20 more than last
year.
Affiliated circuit houses number 129
in New York, with 262,958 seats, and
66 in New Jersey with 118,062 seats.
Unaffiliated circuit theatres number
450 in New York, with 519,112 seats,
and 126 in New Jersey, with 122,884
seats. Independents have 290 houses
in New York with 209,279 seats and
136 in New Jersey with 111,588 seats.

Bingo

Is Lottery,

High

Court

Rules

Madison, Wis., Jan. 16 —
The Wisconsin State Supreme Court today unanimously sustained Circuit
Judge cision
Charles
L. Aarons'
deholding Bingo
a lottery
and subject to suppression
under the Public Nuisance
Act.
The decision is a victory
for Charles W. Trampe, head
of Film Service, Inc., who
filed the original action
against operators of the
Bahn Frei Hall here to restrain them from playing
Bingo.
Exhibitors anticipate renewed theatre activity as a
result of the victory.

$1,000,000
Gross in

'Wind'
7 Cities!

(Continued from page 1)
phia for the two-a-day engagement
starting at the Boyd tomorrow and
for evening and Sunday reserved
seats at the Earle, where the run
opens Friday.
Dietz returned early this week from
a three-week trip to the studio where
he saw new product and planned campaigns for forthcoming films.
World premieres of two outstanding
pictures have been set, "Young Tom
Edison" Feb. 11 at Port Huron, Mich.,
which figured in the inventor's life,
and "Northwest Passage" at the Pinney Theatre, Boise, Idaho, Feb. 20.
"Northwest Passage,'' in color, will
get a big campaign, with $150,000 to
be spent in national magazine advertising. The picture is the story of
Book One, "Rogers' Rangers," of the
best-selling novel, and a picture may
be made of the second part. Release
is scheduled Feb. 23.
The exploitation program for
"Young Tom Edison," Dietz said, will
be the largest ever devised by
M-G-M.

The story were
of Edison's
achievements
found tolifebe and
so
big that it was divided in two films,
with Mickey Rooney playing young
Edison in the first, which leads into
the second, "Edison the Man," in
which Spencer Tracy will have the
title role. The first film will be nationally released in March and the
second is scheduled for May release.
For the first time in motion picture
presentation, the campaign on the first
O'Brien and McHugh
picture will tell about the two at the
at B'Nai Bvith Benefit same time. This is to stress that
Hollywood, Jan. 16. — Pat O'Brien they comprise a continuing story.
and Frank McHugh will be featured
"I Take This Woman," in its completed form after being remade in
at the annual B'Nai Brith benefit at
the Wilshire Boulevard Theatre
part, "shows what the studio can do,"
March 16. James Cagney also will said Dietz. Featuring Hedy Lamarr
appear if he returns from his farm in and Spencer Tracy, it is the story of
Martha's Vineyard in time. The three a young doctor at an East Side clinic
actors and Hugh Herbert are honor- and a society girl, and will be released Feb. 2. He predicted it will
ary members of the Jewish society.
be "a box-office sensation."
"Broadway Melody of 1940," to be
Board Induction Tonight released Feb. 9, in Dietz's opinion
New officers of the New York Film
best of M-G-M's "Melody" picBoard of Trade will be inducted to- is the tures
and comparable to "The Great
night at the board headquarters in the
Paramount Building. New officers
Dietz also commented on "Shop
Ziegfeld."
are: Jack Bowen, president; Nat Around
the Corner," Ernst Lubitsch
Beier, first vice-president ; Ben Ab- production ; "Congo Maisie," Jan. 19
ner, second vice-president ; David A. release, featuring Ann Sothern in
Levy, treasurer ; Myron Sattler, sec- the "Maisie" character, and "Strange
retary, and Joseph J. Felder, sergeant- Cargo," with Clark Gable and Joan
at-arms.
Crawford, to be released March 1.
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Trust

Settlement

Suit

Reached

Studio

Work

Still Slumps,
Houston, Texas, Jan 16. — The suit
of the Joy Amusement Co. operator of
the Joy here and other houses in the
23
Shooting
Gulf area, against the major distributors has been settled satisfactorily, according to Seymour Lieberman, attorney for the company.
The suit, filed in Federal court here,
Hollywood, Jan. 15. — Production
was for an order forbidding alleged slumped still further, with only 23
discrimination in the distribution of films shooting, three less than last
films. ■ The company alleged it was week's total. Four were finished, two
unable to get first grade pictures and
and one, "The Dark Comlaws.
charged violation of the anti-trust started mand"
at Republic, will be held up
illness.
until Feb. 1 because of Claire Trevor's
The tally by studio :
Attorney Withdraws
COLUMBIA— Finished: "Passport to AlFrom Momand
Case
In Work: "Blondie on a Budget," "Too
Oklahoma City, Jan. 16. — J. B.
Started:
"Men Without Souls."
Dudley has withdrawn as one of the GOMany
Husbands."
LDWYN
— In Work: "The Westerner."
attorneys for the defense in the A. B. M-G-M — Finished: "New Moon."
Work: "Forty Little Mothers."
Momand anti-trust suit against Grif- In catraz."
"Hooray!In I'm
fith Amusement Co., Consolidated Started:
PARAMOUNT—
Work:Alive."
"Down Went
Amusement Co. and Consolidated TheMcGinty," "Woman from Hell."
atres, Inc. Momand is asking $4,500,- RKO — Finished : "Little Orvie," "Bill of
000 damages, alleging violation of
Work: "The Primrose Path," "Irene,"
anti-trust laws under the Sherman In"My
act.
Divorcement."
Favorite Wife."
SMALL— In Work: "My Son, My Son."
2CTH CENTURY-FOX— In Work: "Dance
with the Devil," "Hotel for Women No.
2," "I Was an Adventuress," "Cisco Kid
Club Names Chairmen
In Work:
"It's aof Date,"
Cleveland, Jan. 16. — Frank Drew UNIVERSAL—
"Black Friday,"
"The House
Seven
has been named chairman of the house
committee of the Variety Club here WARNERS— In Work: "We Shall Meet
by President Nat L. Lefton. Other
Again," "It All Came True," "Saturday's
Children,"
"Three Cheers for the Irish."
chairmen are Jack Shulman, memberNo. 2."
ship ;George Erdmann, welfare ; EdGables." Wilmington Action
die Miller, general entertainment ; L. Defer
C. Gross, transportation ; Al Gregg,
Wilmington, Del., Jan. 16.— Final
publicity ; Joe Leavitt, entertainment action on the proposed fire prevention ordinance affecting standing in
for "shut-ins ;" Duke Clark, stag
night ; Bert M. Stearn, Saturday night theatre lobbies and foyers here, has
been deferred a week by the Council.
jamborees.
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"He Married His Wife"
( Twentieth Century-Fox)
Hollywood, Jan. 16. — Herewith the 1940 successor to the "screwball"
comedies so popular in seasons past, and one which makes a strong bid
Chicago, Jan. 16. — "Brother Rat to equal, if not surpass, the box-office prestige of its lineal predecessors.
and the Baby" aided by Louella ParLike other comedies of a nature dependent upon marital situations
sons and her screen star stage troupe
sent the Chicago into the lead with for the source of their humor, "He Married His Wife" is adult entertainment. Typical of the gag lines which had its preview night audi$40,100. "Private Detective" at the
State-Lake with the Dead End Kids in
ence in a constant state of laughter is the one which has Spencer Charperson drew $16,000.
ters, as the Mayor who is re-marrying the divorced couple, saying "I
"Intermezzo" (U. A.)
pronounce
you neck and neck," while all listen to the finish of a horse
APOLLO— (1,400) (25c-55c-75c) 7 days,
2nd week. Gross: $4,200. (Average, $6,000) race broadcast.
"Brother Rat end the Baby" (W. B.)
Divorced because of the husband's inability to concentrate on anyCHICAGO— (4,000) (35c-5Sc-7Sc) 7 days.
thing except horses, the couple played by Joel McCrea and Nancy Kelly
Stage: Louella Parsons and her Starlets.
Gross: $40,100. (Average, $32,000)
get around to re-marrying only after a continuously comic interlude
"The Great Victor Herbert" (Para.)
GARRICK— (900) (35c-40c-65c) 7 days. involving alimony, more horses, a country house party and such masters
Gross: $6,100. (Average, $5,000)
of the comic technique as Roland Young, Mary Boland and Barnett
"Little Accident" (Univ.)
ORIENTAL— (3,400) (25c-35c-40c) 7 days. Parker. Adding to the name value are Cesar Romero, as an impetuous
Stage: Vaudeville Revue. Gross: $13,000. gallant who turns out to have a wife of his own, Lyle Talbot as the
(Average, $13,000)
dull young man in love with the heroine, if such she is, and Mary Healy.
"Hunchback of Notre Dame" (RKO)
PALACE— (2,500) (35c-55c-75c) 7 days, Elisha Cook, Jr. maintains the performance standard set by the rest
2nd week. Gross: $16,600. (Average, $12,- of the cast in an excellent interpretation of a youth smitten with the
000)
"Gulliver's Travels" (Para.)
benefits of Yoga, involving eyeball-popping and somewhat sustained
ROOSEVELT— (1,300) (35c-55c-75c) 7 breathing effects.
days, 3rd week. Gross: '$9,200. (Average,
$11,000)
Sam Hellman, Darrell Ware, Lynn Starling and John O'Hara have
"Private Detective" (W. B.)
STATE-LAKE— (2,700)
(25c-35c-40c) 7 contributed a screen play with celery-crisp dialogue, working from an
days. vue.Stage:
"Dead (Average.
End Kids"$12,000)
and Re- original story by Erna Lazarus and Scott Darling. Roy Del Ruth's
Gross: $16,000.
direction points up and adds to the story and dialogue content in a
"After the Thin Man" (M-G-M)
UNITED ARTISTS— (1,700) (35c-55c-75c) manner which never allows the effect of one situation to drop before
7 days, 3rd week. Gross: $9,400. (Average, another takes its place in the humorous scheme.
$14,000)
Raymond Griffith provided capably for the picture's dressing, working as associate producer on the Darryl Zanuck side of the studio.
Walter Selden
'Wind' Continuing
83 minutes. "A."*
time,
ng
Runni
Pace in Cincinnati
*"A" denotes adult classification.
Cincinnati, Jan. 16. — "Gone With
the Wind" took $24,000 in the third
'Evidence,' Stage
week at the RKO Capitol. "Four 'Hunchback' Gets
Wives" gave the RKO Albee $12,300
Lead Milwaukee
and "The Honeymoon's Over," plus a
St. Louis
00,
$12,0
stage show, accounted for $13,500 at
Milwaukee, Jan. 16. — "Missing
St. Louis, Jan. 16. ■— Inclement
the RKO Shubert.
weather proved a difficult obstacle. Evidence" on the screen and Bert
. Estimated takings for the week end- "The Hunchback of Notre Dame" Wheeler, Ken Harvey and Dave
ing Jan. 10-13 :
Schooler on the stage of the Rivertook $12,000 at the Fox.
"Four Wives" (W. B.)
side was the week's best grosser with
Estimated
takings
for
the
week
endRKO ALBEE— (3,300) (35c -42c) 7 days.
$8,400. Snow hurt business.
Gross: $12,300. (Average, $12,000)
ing Jan. 11 :
Estimated takings for the week end"Judge Hardy and Son" (M-G-M)
"Balalaika" (M-G-M)
High Grey Walls" (Col.)
RKO PALACE— (2,700) (35c-42c) 7 days. "Those
ing Jan. 1 1 :
LOEWS
STATE^(3,162)
(25c-40c-55c)
Gross: $9,200. (Average, $10,000)
7 days. Gross: $13,000. (Average, $13,000)
"The Great Victor Herbert" (Para.)
"The Honeymoon's Over" (20th-Fox)
Hunchback of Notre Dame" (RKO) "Law of the Pampas" (Para.)
RKO SHUBERT— (2,150) (42c-60c) 7 days. "The
FOX— (5,038) (25c-40c-55c) 7 days. Gross:
PALACE— (2,400) (25c-35c-50c) 7 days.
Stage:
"A
Night
at
the
Moulin
Rouge."
$12,000.
(Average, $11,000)
Gross: $5,100. (Average, $4,000)
Gross: $13,500. (Average, $10,000)
"Swanee
River"
(20th-Fox)
"Missing
Evidence" (Univ.)
"Gene With the Wind" (M-G-M)
RIVERSIDE— (2,700) (25c-30c-35c) 7 days.
Rides Again" (Univ.)
RKO CAPITOL— (2,000) (75c-$l-$1.50) 3rd "Destry
MISSOURI— (3,514) (25c-40c-55c) 7 days. Stage: Bert Wheeler, Ken Harvey, Dave
week. Gross: $24,000. (Average at 35c, 42c, Gross:
$5,500. (Average, $4,000;
Schooler. Gross: $8,400. (Average, $6,500)
$6,500)
"Four Wives" (W. B.)
"Gulliver's Travels" (Para.)
"Swanee River" (20th-Fox)
"Private
Detective"
(W.
B.)
"Meet Dr. Christian" (RKO)
RKO
LYRIC— (1,400) (25c-40c) 7 days,
AMBASSADOR— (3,018) (25c.40c-55c) 7 "Balalaika" (M-G-M)
2nd week. Gross: $4,200. (Average, $5,000) days.
Gross: $12,500. (Average, $11,500)
"Joe and Ethel Turp Call on the Presi"The Return of the Frog" (Select)
dent" (M-G-M)
"The
Demon Barber of 'Fleet Street' "
STRAND— (1,400) (25c-35c-50c) 4-3 days.
(Select)
Split week. Gross: $1,800. (Average, $1,500)
RKO FAMILY— (1,000) (15c-25c) 4 days. 'Swanee' Big $9,500
"The Hunchback of Notre Dame" (RKO)
Gross: $1,400. (Average, $1,500)
WARNER— (2,400) (25c-35c-50c) 7 days,
New
Haven
Leader
"Cafe Hostess" (RKO)
2nd week. Gross: $4,800. (Average, $4,500)
"Meet Dr. Christian" (RKO)
"Balalaika"
(M-G-M)
RKO FAMILY— (1,000) (15c-25c) 3 days.
New Haven, Jan. 16. — -"Swanee
Turp Call on the PresiGross: $900. (Average, $900)
River" and "Joe an(j Ethel Turp Call "Joe and dent"Ethel
(M-G-M)
"The Hunchback of Notre Dame" (RKO) mi the President" at the Loew-Poli "Swanee River"
(ZOth-Fox)
KEITH'S—
days, 2nd grossed $9,500. The second week of "The Honeymoon's Over" (20th-Fox)
week. Gross: (1,500)
$4,700. (30c-40c)
(Average, 7 $6,000)
WISCONSIN— (3,200) (25c-35c-50c) 4-3
"Balalaika" and "Those High Grey
days. Split week. Gross: $5,900' (Average,
Walls" took §2,700 at the College.
Estimated takings for the week end- $5,500)
'Swanee' Garners
ing Jan. 1 1 :
$8,200, Tops Omaha "Balalaika" (M-G-M)
Win 'Nation' Decision
"Those High Grey Walls" (Col.)
Omaha, Jan. 16. — "Swanee River,"
Stone Film Library, Inc. ; Treo
COLLEGE— (1,469) (35c-50c) 7 days, 2nd
dueled with "Henry Goes Arizona" week. Gross: $2,700. (Average, $2,700)
Film
Exchange of N. Y., Inc. ; Mari"Swanee River" (ZOth-Fox)
grossed $8,200 at the Orpheum.
on T. Stone and David M. Sohmer
and
Ethel
Turp
Call
on
the
President"
Estimated takings for the week end- "Joe
(M-G-M)
have been directed by Federal
ing Jan. 10-11 :
LOEW-POLI— (3,040) (35c-50c) 7 days. Judge Alfred C. Coxe to pay $3,500
Gross: $9,500. (Average, $8,000)
"Hunchback of Notre Dame" (RKO)
damages to the Epoch Producing
BRANDEIS— (1,200) (25c-35c-40c) 7 days, "The Great Victor Herbert" (Para.)
2nd week. Gross: $4,000. (Average, $4,000) "Emergency Squad" (Para.)
Corp. and Thomas Dixon. Plaintiffs
PARAMOUNT— (2.348) (35c-50c) 4 days, had secured a decision in their favor
"Judge Hardy and Son" (M-G-M)
holdovers.
Gross:
$4,000.
(Average,
$4,000)
"Honeymoon's Over" (20th-Fox)
on Nov. 22 after they had filed suit
OMAHA— (2,200) (25c-40c) 7 days, 2nd "Four Wives" (W. B.)
for an injunction and accounting in
week. Gross: $6,400. (Average. $6,000)
"Two Bright Boys" (Univ.)
'Invisible Stripes" (W. B.)
"Swanee River" (20th-Fox)
which the defendants were charged
"Flying Deuces" (RKO)
"Henry Goes Arizona" (M-G-M)
ROGER SHERMAN— (2,200) (35c-50c) 7 with illegally distributing and exhibORPHEUM— (3,000) (25c-40c) 7 days.
days. Gross: $4,100. (Average, $5,000)
Gross: $8,200. (Average, $7,600)
iting the film, "Birth of a Nation."
With
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Denver, Jan. 16. — "Four Wives"
the Denver.
ver's Travels"atturned
in $6,500 "Gulliin its
took $11,000
third week at the Denham. A heavy
snowstorm and severe cold wav#M.it
grosses.
Estimated takings for the week ^L'
end"Swanee
(ZOth-Fox)
ing Jan. River"
10:
ALADDIN— (1,400) (25c-40c) 7 days, 2nd
week. Gross: $3,500. (Average, $3,500)
"Judge Hardy
and Son"
"Mexican
Spitfire"
(RKO) (M-G-M)
BROADWAY— (1,040) (25c-35c-40c) 7
days, 2nd week. Gross: $2,500. (Average,
"Gulliver's Travels" (Para.)
$2,500)
DENHAM— (1,750) (25c-35c-40c) 7 days,
3rd
Gross:(W.$6,500.
"Fourweek.
Wives"
B.) (Average, $6,500)
DENVER— (2,525) (25c-35c-40c) 7 days.
Gross: $11,000. (Average, $9,000)
"Hunchback of Notre Dame" (RKO)
ORPHEUM— (2,600) (25c-35c-40c) 7 days,
2nd week. Gross: $9,000. (Average, $9,000)
"20,000
a Year"
(ZOth-Fox)
"Little Men
Accident"
(Univ.)
PARAMOUNT— (2,200) (25c-40c) 7 days.
Gross: $5,000. (Average, $3,500)
"Everything
Happens
at Night" (20th-Fox)
"Heroes in Blue"
(Mono.)
RIALTO— (878) (25c-40c) 7 days, "Everything Happens"
(Average,
$1,750) 3rd week. Gross: $1,750.

'Rulers'

at $7,500

Leads Kansas City
Kansas City, Jan. 16. — Holdovers,
cold weather, Golden Gloves tournament and the Philharmonic depressed
first run takings here. "Rulers of the
Sea" took $7,500 at the Newman.
Estimated takings for the week end"Swanee
ing Jan.River"
9-11 : (20th-Fox)
ESQUIRE— (800) (25c-40c) 6 days, 2nd
week.
Gross:
"Raffles" (U. A.)$1,800. (Average, 6 days,
"Music in My Heart" (Col.)
$2,200)
MIDLAND—
(4,000) (25c-40c)
Gross:
$8,100. (Average,
$10,500) 7 days.
"Rulers of the Sea" (Para.)
NEWMAN—
(1,900) (25c-40c)
7 days.
Gross:
$7,500. (Average,
$7,000)
"Hunchback of Notre Dame" (RKO)
ORPHEUM— (1,500) (25c-40c) 11 days, 2nd
week. Gross: $7,500. (Average. 11 days,
$7,800)
"Legion of Lost Flyers" (Univ.)
TOWER— (2,200) (25c) 7 days. Stage:
La Conga Carnival, including Harry Kahne,
Three Youman
Bros., Dorothy Dickson.
Gross: $5,300. (Average, $5,000)
"Swanee River" (20th-Fox)
UPTOWN— (2,000) (25c-40c) 6 days, 2nd
week. Gross: $2,800. (Average, 6 days,
$3,300)
Cincinnati's Bingo
Gross $1,924,681
Cincinnati, Jan. 16. — A total of
1,431,861 patrons attended 2,289 Bingo
parties here in 1939, at which receipts
were $1,924,681.19, and prizes, $465,721.59, leaving net profit of $1,458,959.60 to sponsoring organizations,
according to Police Chief Eugene T.
Weatherly in his report to City Manager C. O. Sherrill, who issues playing permits to religious and charitable
groups. In averages, there were 44
games pertendanceweek,
with a weekly atof 44,766.5.
"Although theatre attendance was \
approximately four times greater than
that of Bingo parties, theatre grosses
were but little more than twice as
much," the chief commented, adding
that the average theatre admission was
35 cents, compared with net cost of
60 cents per person at Bingo parties.
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Film,

Face
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Denial

Committee

Defeats

$1,055,000 Allowance;
FCC Fund Pared
Washington, Jan. 16. — Action of
the House Appropriations Committee
today in refusing an item of $1,055,000
for the Office of Government Reports,
is seen as indicating a possibility that
funds will be denied for the Federal
film and radio services.
The Office of Government Reports
formerly was under the National
Emergency Council. The films and
radio services were part of the N.E.C.,
later being transferred to the office
of Education. At the present time
these agencies are operating from
funds allocated from relief funds.
During the last fiscal year, before
liquidation of the N.E.C., the Office of
Government Reports produced 32 15minute electrical transcriptions of the
President, members of the Cabinet and
the heads of a number of Federal
agencies, which were broadcast by approximately 175 broadcasting stations
in 28 states, it was disclosed during
hearings before the committee.
The bill carried a total of $2,116,340 for the Federal Communications
Commission which, while $8,660 less
than budget recommendations, was
$278,165 more than its current credit.
The National Archives was given
a total of $920,200, $4,800 under
budget estimates but $56,200 more
than it has this year. The additional
funds, however, will not permit the
agency to purchase the reproduction
equipment which is necessary for the
protection of the motion picture films
which are deposited with it.
Nearly $200,000 is needed for equipment with which to copy the pictures
from the short-lived nitrate film on
which they are usually received to
the more durable acetate film, it was
said.
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Ready to Go on Air
Transcontinental Broadcasting System officials said
yesterday that the necessary
financing for the new network has been obtained and
that regular programs would
be ready to go on the air Feb.
1, as scheduled. An official
day.
announcement is expected to-

Unsettled

(Continued from page 1)
work, and Judge Goddard have consented to the designation, it was
stated. Judge Goddard, a Republican,
was appointed to the District Court
bench in New York by President
Harding in 1923.
The trial of the U. S. anti-trust suit
against Ascap several years ago was
heard by Judge Goddard. No decision was rendered because the Government did not complete its case. In
addition, he has passed on a large
number
industry. of plagiarism suits in the film
The designation is important since
in civil anti-trust suits the presiding
judge must render a decision without
a jury.
At the hearing before Judge Knox,
Colonel William L. Donovan, attorney for RKO, contended that the
Government had not lived up to an
agreement to postpone prosecution of
minor anti-trust suits until the major
New York suit had been decided.
Answering this claim, Special Assistant Attorney General Paul Williams stated that the Government
would be willing to consent to postponements but would not bind itself
to a written agreement. Williams
claimed that subsequent events might
warrant prosecution of local suits.
Poor

Richard

Club

Draws Film Names
Philadelphia, Jan. 16. — Many picture names will stud the entertainment
program tomorrow night at the Poor
Richard Club banquet at the BellevueStratford Hotel, annual gathering of
Columbia, Dunphy
the local advertising gentry.
Talk Distribution
Among those scheduled to appear
Columbia is negotiating with C. J. are Eddie Cantor, Helen Morgan,
Dunphy for distribution of the two Phil Baker, Lowell Thomas, Edwin
pictures which the latter announced C. Hill, Ted Husing, Clay Boland,
late last week would be produced in Bernice Claire, Irene Beasley, Frank
New York.
Crummit, Frank Parker, Rubinoff,
The two films are "Bricks Without Gracie Fields, Lew Lehr, Margaret
Carlisle, Phil Regan and others.
Straw," to be directed by Marion
Gering, and "Song on Your Bugle." Achievement
The club's
1940will
_ Gold
Medal
Award
be presented
Dunphy said each would be budgeted
to
Dr.
Leo
S.
Rowe,
director
general
at $300,000.
"Bricks Without Straw" was an- of the Pan-American Union. Past recipients of the award included Will
nounced for independent production
here last year, with Sylvia Sidney in Rogers, M. H. Aylesworth, Walt Disthe leading role, but the production
noff. ney, Will H. Hays and David Sardid not materialize.
With Canadian Forces
Toronto, Jan. 16. — Herbert J.
Sweatman, manager of the Community, Kapuskasing, Ont., has left for
England to take over wartime duties
as manager of the Beaver Club in
London, a recreational center for the
Canadian Active Service Force.

Brooklyn Eagle Sold
The Brooklyn Daily Eagle has been
sold for $483,000 to the F. D. S.
Corp., Wilmot L. Morehouse, refereein-bankruptcy, revealed. Frank D.
Schroth,
publisher,
" is president of thepresent
purchasing
corporation.

Ira Weingrun Dies
New Orleans, Jan. 16. — Ira Weingrun, 60, for six years operator of the
Laurel here, died at his home after an
illness of several years. His widow, a
son, Moritz Weingrun, and a daughter survive.

Reverts to Films Only
Pittsburgh, Jan. 16. — After 18 days
of a stage-picture policy, the Senator
has reverted to straight films because
the vaudeville bills, although drawing
better grosses, were insufficient to
warrant the added cost.

Jack

Warner

Friday

East

for Reunion

Radio

Brevities
Council Programs Off WNYC
ONEprograms,
of radio's
local
the most
WNYCpopular
broadcast
of the New York City Council in
action, went off the air yesterday after
the council voted, 12-to-8, to ban the
microphone from the floor of the-Assembly.of George
program?
^
rector
WEVD, Field,
promptly
stepped
into the breach by offering to permit
leaders of the four political parties
represented in the Council to participate in a program of comment on
the evening of each session.

Jack L. Warner, vice-president in
Marriage vs. Career
charge of Warner production, will
leave the Coast on Friday to be guest
Benay Venuta will be married toof honor at the 69th Regiment reunion
morrow at Sherry's on Park Avenue
at the Waldorf-Astoria on Jan. 24, to Armand Deutsch, advertising
when Warners' "The Fighting 69th" agency executive, but she will be
will be screened. Pat O'Brien and on the air, as usual, on the followGeorge Brent will accompany him.
ing evening with her Mutual show.
Incidentally, the program has been
Several of the film's cast will at- moved forward to 5:30 P. M. Friday
tend a similar reunion dinner, one of
40 throughout the country, to be held to make way for a special feature.
at the Biltmore in Los Angeles. They
Personalities in the News
will include Jeffrey Lynn, Alan Hale,
Frank McHugh, Dennis Morgan, Dick
Gene Krupa's band will be heard as
Foran, William Lundigan, Guinn Wil- sitstainer from the Fiesta Danceteria
liams, Frank Wilcox, DeWolf Hop- over CBS and Mutual 10 times weekper, Sammy Cohen, Tom Dugan and
ly, starting Saturday. . . . Everett
Harvey Stephens.
Hoaglund, who is conducting his orThe New York dinner will be
chestra at the Waldorf-Astoria, will
broadcast, the program being picked do the music for the U.A. film, "My
up at the other affairs. B. G. Shepard, president of the Missouri and
"Good
News" Cut to Half Hour
My Son."
Kansas Chapter of the Rainbow Divi- Son,
sion Veterans, has urged all members
Following the trend toward elimto listen in and to see the film at the
ination of full-hour variety shows,
Kansas City Orpheum.
"Good News of 1940" will be cut to
a half hour on March 7. Meredith
Wilson and Fannie Brice are definWriters Will Debate
itely set to remain with the show,
the agency says, but nothing has
Stand on Neely Bill been decided about the rest of the
with a decision due late this
Hollywood, Jan. 16. — Screen Writ- talent,
ers Guild members at an open board week.
meeting last night voted not to be
stampeded into endorsement of the
Vallee Returning to Air
campaign against the Neely bill and
made plans for a meeting to give the
Rudy
Vallee,a sponsor
who found
writers an opportunity to discuss the
self without
forhimthe
first
time
in
many
years
when
proposition.
The decision followed several hours
Standard Brands cancelled, was
of discussion of the bill and princisigned late Monday by Napally concerning the clause requiring
tional Dairy Products for Sealthat exhibitors be furnished with actest. Program details are not
curate synopses of picture stories. A
complete, but it will be an incommittee consisting of Wolfe Kaufformal variety show, and will
man, John Howard Lawson, Dore
occupy the 9 :30 P. M. spot left
Schary, Ralph Block and Sidney
Buchman was appointed to arrange
vacant by "Good News."
the meeting of all S.W.G. members.
Copies of the bill will be sent to the
Mutual Adds Two
complete guild roster in order to acquaint them with the proposed meas-,
Mutual will add two new stations,
in addition to WTAL, Atlanta, which
ure.
has been previously announced, to its
list of affiliated stations on Sunday.
Radio Shows to Star
WMPS, Memphis, operated by the
Warner, Fox Films Scripps-Howard Press-Scimitar, and
Jackson, Tenn., operated by
Two films will receive Coast-to- WTJS,
publishers of the Jackson Sun, are the
Coast publicity via radio next week. two
stations. After allowance for the
James Cagney and Pat O'Brien will dropping of 11 Texas State stations,
appear in a dramatization of Warner's Mutual now has 117 affiliates.
"The Fighting 69th" on the Kate
Smith hour over CBS on Jan. 26,
Green Renewed on Three Shows
while Frank McHugh, also in the
film, will be interviewed tomorrow by
Philip Morris cigarettes have renewed Johnny Green on all three
Bing Crosby over CBS. TwentiethFox will provide a radio preview of programs. Green is heard Tuesdays
"Little Old New York" on "Good in "Johnny Presents" over NBCNews of 1940" on Jan. 25. Alice Red, in "Breezing Along" WednesFaye, Richard Greene and Brenda
days on NBC-Blue,
and "Johnny
Presents"
Fridays on CBS.
Joyce will be heard.
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Allied
To

Fights

Stop

Of
Attacks
Films

NEW

Foes

Neely
Terms

for

Bill
Four

as 'Excessive'

Washington, Jan. 17. — Determined
to force the block booking issue to a
final decision, the Allied States' directorate, meeting here in annual session, today agreed to bend every effort
to the organization of national support for the Neely bill and to assuring
a full representation of independent
exhibitors at any hearings called by
the House Interstate Commerce Committee, in charge of the measure.
The Neely bill and the Government
suit were the outstanding subjects of
discussion at all-day meetings which
also touched upon the industry's labor
problems, centages
"Gone
Wind" perand the With
radio the
situation.

YORK,

Tommies

U.S.A., THURSDAY,

in France

See Films Weekly
London, Dec. 28 (By Mail).
— Every British soldier in
France who is not on outpost
duty sees a motion picture
every week.
The official British Government body in charge of supplying screen entertainment
for the troops in France has
a staff of 65 operator-drivers
covering the Western Front
with film shows for the army.
Feature, cartoon and newsreel compose each show.

Agreement
British

Near

On

Withdrawals

An agreement on the manner and
extent to which individual companies
will participate in withdrawals from
the $17,500,000 maximum allocated by
Great Britain to the American film
industry
for export is expected to be
Petitions Besiege Congress
reached here within the next few days.
Myers disclosed that members of
Heads of major companies have
Congress are receiving large numbers been conferring at M.P.P.D.A. headof letters and petitions in opposition
quarters for some time past on the
to the Neely bill and that work against development of an equitable method of
the measure is being done among apportioning withdrawal shares among
newspapers and the welfare, religious the seven participating companies with
and educational groups supporting it. all except minor details having been
He urged that Allied exhibitors watch agreed upon.
Basis for the withdrawals will be
for and, if possible, "correct" such
publicity.
the allocation to individual companies
of a percentage of the total exportable
"It maywill
_be react
that against
the use those
of these
methods
em- amount equivalent to each company's
(Continued on page 5)
ploying them," he said. "In the mean(Continued on page 8)
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SCHINE

U.S.

Impartial

IN

WINS

WRIT

Wanger
Selected
Head of Academy;

Judge

CENTS

OYER

FIGHT

Denies

Injunction

to Stop Acquisition
More Theatres

of

Buffalo, Jan. 17. — Schine Chain
Theatres, Inc., its affiliates and eight
major distributor defendants in the
Government's anti-trust suit here won
Hollywood, Jan. 17. — Walter Wan- an
important point today when U. S.
ger today was elected president of the
Motion Picture Academy of Arts and District Judge John Knight filed an
Sciences, succeeding Frank Capra, 18-page decision refusing to grant a
who declined to seek the office for the preliminary injunction restraining
Schine from acquiring more theatres
third consecutive term. Capra was while
the action here is pending.
drafted, however, as first vice-presiHas No Effect on Suit
dent.
Other officers named were Edward
The injunction was asked by the
Arnold, second vice-president; Robert Government during arguments preRiskin, secretary ; John Aalberg,
sented last September.
treasurer, and Donald Gledhill, re"The
court has not had an opporelected executive secretary. The oftunity to hear or see the parties inelected by the Academy's
volved," Judge Knight stated in his
board ficers
of were
governors.
opinion. "It is in no position to preWanger, upon his election, said :
judge a result in this suit. No rea"There are 8,500 creative artists in
son is shown why a trial cannot soon
Hollywood and an 85-million-weekly
theatre attendance. Both have more
"It does not seem to the court," the
in common than mere entertainment.
"thattheatres
the acquisiThe screen is the greatest social in- opinion
tion of a continued,
few additional
would
be had."delay or seriously embarrass
fluence, expanding as well as inter- further
preting the American way of living the Government in the trial of this
to the whole world. There should be
(Continued on page 5)
a closer understanding between the
creators and their audience.
"The Academy is the only institu- SEC
to Study All
tion in which actor, director, writer,
(Continued on page 8)
RKO
Allowances
Capra

is Praised

The Securities & Exchange Commission will study and make recommendations onall applications for final
allowances in the RKO reorganization
proceedings, it was stated yesterday
Television Wages
Lunch
to
Honor
Walker
by Marlin Gale, attorney for the
An immediate start of negotiations
S.E.C, at a hearing before Federal
for television wage scales and workJohn
Golden
will
be
chairman
and
Judge
Bondy.
ing conditions loomed yesterday after
side eonofalsoJimmy's
Gale urged Judge Bondy to postwill pay activities,
tribute tothis
his lunchyears
a meeting of a joint committee com- George Jessel, and Ben Bernie toastpone applications of the Chemical
posed of representatives from Actors masters of the luncheon Jan. 26 at the of effort on behalf of hospitals, child- Bank & Trust Co. for a final allowcare institutions and homes for the
Hotel
Astor
under
auspices
of
the
Equity, American Federation of Radio Amusement Division of the New York
ance of $38,125. plus $4,966 expenses,
Artists and Screen Actors Guild.
and for its attorneys, Wright, Gordon,
Barney Balaban, Nate J. Blumberg,
and Brooklyn Federations of Jewish
(Continued on page 2)
The meeting was called principally Philanthropies. James J. Walker, Jack Conn, Will Hays, David Sarnoff,
to iron out differences between Equity former Mayor of New York, will be George J. Schaefer, Joseph M.
and A.F.R.A. on a starting date. guest of honor.
Schenck, Nicholas M. Schenck and 20 Coast
Writers
Equity has been pressing for immediDavid Bernstein and Major Albert Maurice Silverstone are serving as
ate negotiations while A.F.R.A. has Warner are co-chairman of the vice-chairmen
aged."
of the luncheon comfavored a temporary delay. Radio Amusement Division. More than 250 mittee.
Twenty Hollywood correspondents
union officials believe that better terms
Seeof (69th'
will Flying
fly here as to
guests
the 69th
are expected to attend the luncheon,
The
committee
on
arrangements
incan be obtained if negotiations are de- which is designed as a tribute to
cludes Phil Baker, Irving Berlin, Ed- Regiment at its reunion dinner at the
layed until television is better estabdie Cantor, Eddie Duchin, Benny Waldorf-Astoria next Wednesday
lished.
Walker's longtertainment
association
with Moss
the en-is
world. B. S.
Goodman, Max Gordon. Hays, Wil- featured by a screening of Warners'
A compromise was said to have luncheon treasurer.
liam Klein, Abe Lastfogel, Arthur "The Fighting 69th." The writers
been effected yesterday. Negotiations
Bernstein and Warner, in their Loew, Sam T. Lyons, Arthur Mur- will leave the Coast Tuesday morning
will be started now, while Equity, statement on the luncheon, declared :
ray, William Morris, Jr., Charles in a chartered plane, arriving Wednesday morning.
which has always claimed exclusive
"This is a special event to celebrate O'Reilly, Walter Reade. Herman
jurisdiction over the field, will permit the career of a very special person. Robbins, Billy Rose, J. Robert Rubin,
Among (Continued
the writers
who 8)will come
on page
(Continued on page 5)
And lest we overlook an endearing Marvin Schenck and Lee Shubert.

Ready
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250

at

Federation

Drive
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Motion

SEC

to

RKO

Study

All

Allowances

{Continued from pane 1)
Zachry & Parlin for $25,000. The
S.E.C. was desirous of studying all
applications at one time, he stated.
Judge Bondy intimated that 1itwould follow Gale's suggestion. As
assurance to the bank that it would
not surrender any of its rights by
turning over securities to the new
RKO company, the court stated that
it would direct the trustee to reserve
the amount of the application until
further order of the court.
George W. Alger, special master,
also applied for an allowance. Alger
who has received interim allowances
of $34,500 asked for an amount to be
fixed by the court. No delay on his
application was sought by the S.E.C.
Price, Waterhouse Co. has been allowed $4,800 as compensation for an
audit of RKO books for 1938, under
an order signed by Judge Bondy.
A hearing will be held today on a
proposed order of the Irving Trust
Co., trustee, which calls for transfer
of all assets to the new company and
for the winding up of various phases
of proceedings.
20th-Fox Will Ask
Lenrose Dismissal
Twentieth Century-Fox Film Corp.
filed notice yesterday in the U. S.
District Court that it will ask Judge
Bondy on Jan. 26 to dismiss the antitrust suit of Lenrose Amusement Corp.
against it, all other majors and M. P.
P. D. A. on the ground that no cause
of action is stated. Lenrose, as owner
of an independent Newark house,
claims $150,000 damages for alleged
conspiracy to deprive it of product.

PROUD
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FLY

UNITED
Distinguished overnight
sleeper and scenic daylight flights to LOS
ANGELES. "The Continental," leave 5:15 pm,
and "The Overland
Flyer," leave 10:45 pm.
Finest meals aloft. Call
travel agents, hot-els, or
UNITED AIR LINES
58 E. 42nd Street
Phone MU-2-7300
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Columbia
Friday, Wednesday
Premieres by Fox
Two premieres and three
previews are scheduled in the
city in the next eight days.
Twentieth Century-Fox opens
"The Blue Bird" at the Hollywood tomorrow night and
"The Grapes of Wrath"
Wednesday at the Rivoli.
The previews include:
Tuesday. "The Grapes of
Wrath" at the Normandie;
Wednesday, Warners' "The
Fighting 69th" at the Waldorf Astoria; Friday, Republic's "Village Barn Dance" at
the Village Barn in Greenwich Village.

i

and

Lloyd

Purely

Personal

►

n repren,
l Goldwy
sentative for Y,
SamueEaster
JAMES MULVE
will leave for the coast today.
•
Philip Saslau of the Fishman
Circuit in New Haven and Fairview,
Conn., and Mrs. Saslau left yesterday for Miami. Mrs. Saslau is recuperating from an automobile accident of last Summer.

Sign

One-Film

Deal

Hollywood, Jan. 17. — Columbia and
Frank Lloyd Productions today signed
an agreement under which the producer-director will make "Tree of
Liberty" for Columbia release.
Jack Skirball, formerly of Grand §
National and head of Arcadia Productions, will be associated with Lloyd
in his new company, which hajw.not
yet been incorporated.
The d«- v>n
the film has been in negotiatioiT"ior I
several not
months,
since
cision
to make
the Columbia's
picture on deits ;j
j

Norman Elson, sales manager of own.
Lloyd has left for Williamsburg, (j
Film Alliance of the U. S-, returned
Va., to gather background material j
yesterday
after a week's tour of com- tor the film, which will be a big- j
West. pany interests in the East and Middle budget picture.
Meanwhile, Lloyd and Skirball are j
awaiting the signing of a contract by I
4-A Approves AGVA
Evelyn Friedl of the Warner Universal calling for the delivery of !
Cleveland office and Mrs. Leo Green- six pictures during the next two years, jj
berger, wife of the executive of the Negotiations have been completed, but
Community Circuit, Cleveland, are the contract has not yet been signed.
Appointees to Board
rank-and-file visiting New York. •
eight
of
ent
Appointm
members to the executive board of the
American Guild of Variety Artists
Terry Turner of the RKO ex- Autry Is Due East
ploitation department has returned
by the Assoyesterday
was approved
ciated Actors and Artistes of America. from a visit to the studio after accomFor 5 Appearances
Kenneth Thomson, executive secretary
Gene Autry, Republic Western star,
panying Charles Laughton through
of Screen Actors Guild, who is here the South.
will fly East form Hollywood early
to study A.G.V.A. conditions, ennext week for a series of personal apdorsed the new appointments.
pearances, two of which are at the
Robert A. Foster, manager of the
The eight new members of the Community, Yarmouth, N. S., and invitation of Mrs. Franklin D. Rooseboard are Philip Irving, David Fox, Dorothy DeFreytas of Halifax were velt.
Charles Arno, Arthur Ward, Jack
Autry
will appear
with Mrs.
at St. Mary's Cathedral, HalGuilford, Ernie Mack, Billie Glason married
velt at the
Ft. Myers,
Va., RooseHorse
ifax.
and Sam Kramer.
Under the A.G.V.A. constitution,
Show on Jan. 24 and at the President's
William Orr, Max A. Cohen, Birthday Ball in Washington Jan. 30.
all officers and members of the board
On Jan. 25 Autry will attend the
Ed Saunders, Owen Davies and
must be acceptable to the 4-A. This day.
provision was inserted at the time the Owen Davies, Jr., at Nick's Hunting opening of Republic's "South of the
branch received its charter because of Room in the Astor for lunch yester- Border" at Wilmer & Vincent's Embassy Theatre, Reading, Pa. This will
the large loans granted by Actors
•
be the first Republic film to play the
Equity. Chorus Equity and S.A.G.
house. The following day he will be
The present move was said by union
Sidney Kingsley, Russell Holofficials to be an effort to extend man, John Golden, J. Robert Rubin, at the world premiere of Republic's
Barn Dance" at the Village
Ruth Gordon and Bert Wheeler "Village
democratic control of the union.
Barn night club here.
A.G.V.A. will start to slash over- lunching at Sardi's• yesterday.
On Sunday, Jan. 28, at 6 :30 P. M.,
head costs next week. Cuts in perAutry
will broadcast from Washingsonnel and discontinuance of the union
Ben Griefer, house manager of the
ton on his CBS program which origiNew
York
Paramount,
and
Elaine
newspaper are planned.
nates in Hollywood. Mrs. Roosevelt
Conheim are to be married Sunday at will be a guest on the program.
the Riverside Plaza Hotel.
•
Four UA
Salesmen
Edward G. Robinson will arrive
Set Perfect Records
from the Coast Saturday to spend
19 WeeksFrench
for 'Harvest'
"Harvest,"
film chosen as
Four United Artists salesmen, hav- about six weeks here.
the best foreign picture of 1939 by
•
ing sold every one of their possible
the New York Film Critics, will have
accounts for the new season, are now
Benn H. Rosenwald, M-G-M at least a 19-week run at the World
lending a hand to other salesmen in manager in Charlotte, observes a Theatre. It is now in its 16th week.
their respective exchanges who have birthday tomorrow.
"The Baker's Wife" ("La Femme du
•
accounts still unclosed, according to
Herman G. Weinberg is handling Boulanger") is tentatively scheduled
word received at the home office yesto start
at 12,
the but
World
Birthterday from Jack Goldhar, Midwestday, .Feb.
mayLincoln's
be postponed.
for Gilbert Josephson's
ern division manager, and Ben Fish, publicity
World Theatre.
•
Far Western division manager.
MOTION PICTURE
The salesmen with the perfect seaArt
Schmidt
of
Oscar
A.
Doob's
son's records are Edward Ashkins and staff at Loew's has returned from
DAILY
Ray Wylie of the St. Louis exchange,
Syracuse.
(Registered
17. S. Patent Office)
in Goldhar's territory, and Joseph
Solomon, Salt Lake City, and Al
Oka Munson arrives here today Published daily except Saturday, Sunday and
holidays by Quigley Publishing Company.
Hoffman, Denver, in Fish's territory. from the Coast via American Air- Inc., 1270 Sixth Avenue, Rockefeller Center,
lines.
New York City. Telephone Circle 7-3100.
S hour as on Fund Council
Cable address "Quigpubco, New York." Martin Quigley, Editor-in-Chief and Publisher;
H. M. Richey of RKO is spending Colvin
Brown, Vice-President and General
Spyros Skouras. operating head of
in Washington. Manager;
Rothacker,
National Theatres, has accepted an today and tomorrow
President; Watterson
Sam Shain,R. Editor;
JamesViceA•
appointment to serve on the Greater
Cron, Advertising manager; Chicago Bureau,
Norma
Shearer
leaves
for
the
New York Fund Business Council,
624
South Hollywood
Michigan Avenue,
B. O'Neill,
manager;
Bureau, C.Postal
Union
recently organized as a permanent Coast today after a few days' visit.
Life
Building,
Boone
Mancall,
manager,
bodv.
liam R. Weaver, Editor; London Bureau,Wil-4,
Golden Square, London Wl, Hope Williams,
Harold Whalen Dead
manager,
"Quigpubco,
LonWarner Party Tomorrow
don." All cable
contentsaddress
copyrighted
1940 by QuigChicago, Jan. 17. — Harold Whalen,
ley
Publishing
Company,
Inc.
Other
Quigley
45,
member
of
the
cast
of
George
Warners will play host at a cockMotion Picture Herald, Better
tail party for Errol Flynn, Miriam White's Scandals, died today follow- publications:
Theatres, International Motion Picture Almanac
and
Fame.
Entered as second class
Hopkins and William Dieterle tomoring an operation for a stomach ailment. He had appeared in films with matter, Sept. 23, 1938, at the post office at
row afternoon from 5 to 7 o'clock in
New York, N. Y., under the act of March
the
Janssen Suite of the Waldorf- his wife and dance partner, June Jans, 3,
1879. Subscription rates per year $6 in the
Astoria.
whom he divorced in 1933.
Americas and $12 foreign. Single copies 10c.

AD

FOR

BUSY

FILM

Redding
Mivuumy

Time
mime

of
ow Excerpts
excerpts —
— 13
us

Reading

Time

of

Complete

BUYERS

seconds
seconas

Reviews—

S

minutes,

11

seconds

station. «** w*anybe offered
murder mystery, v. a5 guar.
<urn
sh0wmen to any ci e
^nd
eed.^semen
P'f, ues in the fresh
ha
murder
aPn^he usual
"'■ gg've
«*■
,lty
su pu«ntheu
ndlin
ch
er situations m WW
H|'orio0

s,
Daily

*w
e^ch^hy
brin^V
ures
the P**";., ,or the class
Abundance of -ered rt
Tay ^
°< «he °H^9o^duced and directed
' t who both Ptof^" of ,he story,
antlyfor
ets^^cor.t
^^^a^,s;,aw'rc;nical
Piloting
mockery
cynic es ,he
hilarious
,h» old edge
t'lf" ofc,,cn Vmv and mamand ^
surpr^e twists capital V
Wd*»»
tains
mystery,Q«re^teSt
despite Uhrcons«a
the n. ,ing
and
^ manv
O'Brien shows an >n
Flippancy
agreeable *aW

MofionPietur

it

funny I"

S% ^'to

in
ev,ty,
f

\

fi
'm stw-ory , mt"-derer » ihe c,"nax hp ; t,me after fim Verlion18?"
UDon
Garnett
"nbi at
wh
ich IIha*ssoc,ate
Dodd
of the !f!" Brodenclc r„ r as cfothes Tr 0'n,nsi«S
s
the nove'is, the'
denot,'« ad
ult
CO
fixation.

little honey. *e aSvivacious perform
30 Edward Arno d « * f raf, and
best in the pa't of ch*t Brodenc|c
conJ*
antagonist
,er under
ox deftly
Crawford's role
* «*;
and horsepla
• ed.y Uaire
tea,ed
loyalty «
seeming "loX
t
Optionally ~» "ft* enactmenthe
Dodd turns .n ar ' «*c ires one of
laughs.
nP
who.
asthe woman
Every scene >s n"1** Qf mystery
a sharp
On other hand *•
suspense and lethal WV binat,on,
eene contrast w^e-nst0rytelUng,
spell excellent sere presented.
Production « « leg » ^ fo, Mer-sl.
.h «>ec>a technical p
rec
cal score and d.

P-t

ceo,po
tedrt»ai,nmsenUtrp,e
en
p-

When

the critics

are

UNANIMOUS
. . . you

can

bet

a conledy a

it's

BOX-OFFICE!

bl
raArn
.
olde"
noard
n. Edw
lih gh
PattlO'ByrieHo
"Swit
rd
wfo
Cra
icW
der
Bro
UA-Wanger
83 Mins.
'
00
nger
IEW.
(HOLLYWOOD PREV
(iesh treatment
This .s a highly e",e"
ICK EASILY.
LD CLart
SHOU
* "»
men
che^s mysandtouder
every deph'uh
in
aining ,nmur
lvbeeerent
gi
n dert
chralhascle.
, whiseve
teryted
<e" ve „ a|so gets
jec
^ „
'has maintained suspense. W
eenpla^y, wh.ch
.. . scr
Walter
presentedn by dit
p
the
on
productio cre
contains much bright d.a »8«sc» p w,th Pa,
endid
ted a splold
d submit
Tunrie
h gra
r ^Miss TerMry
Arn is ,hig»™«
Edward
O'B
acting
satire.n, The
, and Ruth Te"»^doinfeX appeal and should
ot sex apr 0.Bnen
has oodles
is Dert, much
'attlact
attention , b
,itica|
is f.gh
attorney,by who
IS ,„ headed
,ing,
*'"°">
* "* 8„ealthypub.on
"■h0,hV,ome
graft gained
from "Tny
ma"y-rces.
w„h When
whom
Claire Dodd. ""l^ J^s deeply !<>«. is
1 ^ (a)|.
one timeandwasnis id P ,
at Arnold
O'Brien
murdered,
h"t
the P'»|eCVnegmuX Suspicion also
road O'Brien '"^fand on Bernard
js one
falls heavily on Arrioio t
Dodd,s
■
toad*
d
unde|worl
an
Nedell,
0» Arnold s henc^ » ^ slayingmu(of
""""'Ih'crol
ien is greatly
aided
his gang,
in which O or
hjs pjpe
by
Douglas
Fowley
a
repo
thf<)wn
results in Arnold s c owd o[05ecu,ing
ot power. Howeve charge s,
admlth
mu keef ,ecret
<hesaws
OBnen
Brien.
Oattor
neyhisP-ess
forces
lawe par.
he committed both mu ders h T„aSi

er.
l. ECTION, Clev
SwelDIR

'

m,nutes. "A» *

Cornecfy

Wan

<ffer)

(Unit

as
Zaher

r- "«aans tn "f

to the fi ,

s and an at,.: ff P'ot con
a*,* u"^r,;^ wood
•V.

:er
PuncMy £(nofrfUnd
wrote tb?
the
If <ia)offUe
r l screenplai,
. swiftly 'mn . "*
a/..
ro'<ed m Ta,h
I fil^ay Gar"et U°Ve'Robert
e

PHOTOGRAPHY,

.a -Prserine
oduced„c i. . strivino- („ y . ' susniV;„_ ,

^ Tav ?se7a"«er nri
p.,
AdaPIat<,n
Garnett A Xav/ Garnett
fy
it., .t Sen,

-1 ^^Sn*^

leoui,

Coffi,

— "nal,

4

motion
5 Southern

Picture

Houses

'Hunchback'
Destroyed
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Daily

by

Fire

Theatre Tickets
Include Bus

Fare

Hamilton, O., Jan. 17.— Beginning Feb. 1, tickets for the
New Orleans, Jan. 17. — Numerous
Paramount,
Northio unit, will
fires hit theatres of this territory durbe sold on all city buses after
In Twin
Cities
ing the first half of January. During
6 P. M. at the regular evening
the past week, houses in Arkansas
admission of 40 cents, in
particularly also were hard hit when
which will be included free
frigid
temperatures
brought
snow
and
Minneapolis, Jan. 17. — Best busi- ice to the interior of the Gulf state.
bus transportation for the
ness was done by the combination of
patron to and from the theAt Huntsville, Ark., fire destroyed
"The Secret of Dr. Kildare" and
atre.
the
Dixie,
causing
a
loss
of
approxiTommy Dorsey at the Orpheum where
mately $20,000. A few days earlier
the take was $16,500. "The Hunch- the Plaza at Harrison was completely
of Notre Dame" drew $10,000 burned with a loss estimated at $20,at the backState.
'Eternally,' Lewis
D. E. Fitton, manager of the
In St. Paul "The Hunchback of 000.
Commonwealth Theatre Corp., said
$23,000, Pittsburgh
Notre Dame" was top grosser, getting the Plaza will be rebuilt at once.
$6,000 at the Paramount.
Pittsburgh,
Jan. 17. — "Eternally
At Star City, Ark., fire destroyed
Estimated grosses for the week end- the Star with an estimated loss of Yours," plus Ted Lewis on the stage,
jumped the Stanley to $23,000 despite
ing Jan. 11 :
$15,000. The Allied at Dermott, Ark.,
Minneapolis:
was razed with damage fixed at $20,- inclement weather. "Balalaika" hit
at Loew's Penn.
000
by C. H. McCrosky, operator and $13,500
"Charlie Chan in the City of Darkness"
Estimated takings for the week end(ZOth-Fox)
owner of the building. The Paramount
"Man from Montreal" (Univ.)
ing Jan. 12:
ASTER— (900) (I5c-2Sc) 7 days. Gross: at Andalusia, Ala., was completely de- "Swanee
River" (ZOth-Fox)
$1,600. (Average, $1,500)
stroyed at a loss of $40,000 to $50,000.
ALVIN—
(1,900) (25c-35c-50c) 7 days, 2nd
"Another Thin Man" (M-G-M)
week. Gross: $6,500. (Average, $7,500)
CENTURY— (1,600) (25c-40c) 7 days, 2nd The theatre was operated by the Mar- "The Secret of Dr. Kildare" (M-G-M)
tin-Studstill Enterprises, with Marion
week. Gross: $5,000. (Average, $4,000)
FULTON—
days, 3rd
D. Adams as manager.
"Rasputin" (French)
week.
Gross: (1,700)
$1,700. (25c-40c)
(Average,4 $5,000)
ESQUIRE— (290) (25c-40c) 7 days, 3rd
"Balalaika"
(M-G-M)
week. Gross: $1,100. (Average, $700)
LOEW'S
(25c-35c-50c)
"Night of Nights" (Para.)
Indianapolis Gives
days.
Gross:PENN—
$13,500.(3,600)
(Average,
$13,000) 7
GOPHER— (990) (25c) 6 days. Gross:
"Little
Accident"
(Univ.)
$1,600. (Average for 7 days, $2,500)
SENATOR— (1,800) (25c-40c) 7 days. On
'Everything' $9,000
"Man from Arizona" (Mono.)
stage: Will
Osborne's
MINNESOTA— (4,300) (20c -40c) 7 .days.
Indianapolis, Jan. 17. — Jane Robbins,
Fenwick
& Cook, orchestra,
Conville & Pearl
Dale,
Bob Zurke on stage. Gross: $6,000. (Aver- Withers in person headlining a stage Dick Rogers,
Barbara
Bush.
Gross: $6,000.
age, $6,000)
Average, pictures only, $3,800)
"Secret of Dr. Kildare" (M-G-M)
show and "Everything Happens at
ORPHEUM— (2,900) (25c-40c) 7 days. Night" brought a high-powered $9,000 "Eternally Yours" (U. A.)
(3,600) (25c-40c-60c) 7 days.
Tommy Dorsey on stage. Gross: $16,500. to
the Circle. The weather was cold. OnSTANLEY—
stage : Ted Lewis and orchestra, Charles
(Average without stage show, $4,400)
Estimated takings for the week end- "Snowball" Whittier, the Radio Aces, Den"Hunchback of Notre Dame" (RKO)
nis Sisters, the Hackers, Betty Jane Smith.
STATE— (2,300) (25c -40c) 7 days. Gross:
ing Jan. 12 :
Gross: $23,000. (Average, $17,000)
$10,000. (Average, $4,000)
"Swanee River" (ZOth-Fox)
Hardy and Son" (M-G-M)
"Our Neighbors, the Carters" (Para.)
APOLLO— (1,100) (25c-40c) 7 days, 2nd "Judge
WARNER— (2,000) (2Sc-40c) 7 days, 2nd
"Intermezzo" (U. A.)
week. Gross: $2,600. (Average, $2,500)
week. Gross: $6,800. (Average, $5,000)
WORLD — (400) (25c-55c) "Carters," five "Everything Happens at Night" (20th-Fox)
days
4th week.
"Intermezzo,"
CIRCLE— (2,800) (25c-40c) 7 days. Stage:
Gross:of $1,600.
(Average,
$1,600) two days. Jane
Withers and show. Gross: $9,000. 'Hardy' at $3,
500
(Average, $6,000)
St. Paul:
"Hunchback of Notre Dame" (RKO)
"Eternally Yours" (U. A.)
INDIANA— (3,200) (25c-40c) 7 days. Gross:
In Oklahoma
City
(Average,
ORPHEUM— (2,000) (25c -40c) 7 days. $7,500.
"Raffles"
(U. A.) $5,000)
Gross: $2,700. (Average, $3,200)
Oklahoma City, Jan. 17. — "Judge
"Hunchback of Notre Dame" (RKO)
"Music in My Heart" (Col.)
PARAMOUNT— (2,500) (25c-40c) 7 days.
Hardy and Son" at the Tower drew
LOEW'S—
(2,800)
(25c-40c)
7
days.
Gross:
Gross: $6,000. (Average, $4,400)
$7,500. (Average, $7,000)
a good $3,500, while a five-inch snow
"Remember" (M-G-M)
"City of Chance" (ZOth-Fox)
and sub-freezing weather hurt grosses
RIVIERA— (1,000) (25c -40c) 7 days. Gross:
LYRIC—
(2,000)
(25c-40c)
7
days.
Stage:
$2,500. (Average, $1,800)
Vaudeville. Gross: $7,000. (Average, $8,000) generally.
"Beware of Spooks" (Cbl.)
Estimated takings for the week end"Private Detective" (W. B.)
ing Jan. 13 :
TOWER— (1,000) (25c) 7 days. Gross: 'Balalaika9 Smash
"Destry Rides Again" (Univ.)
$1,600. (Average, $1,600)
CRITERION— (1,500) (25c-35c-40c) 7 days.
"Our Neighbors, the Carters" (Para.)
$23,500 in Buffalo Gross: $5,200. (Average, $5,200)
WORLD— (400) (25c-40c-55c) 7 days, 3rd
week. Gross: $900. (Average, $1,000)
"The(W.Dead
B.) End Kids on Dress Parade"
Buffalo, Jan. 17. — "Balalaika" "Kid Nightingale" (W. B.)
made $23,500 in its run at the BufLIBERTY—
(15c-20c-25c)
7 days.
falo. The Twentieth Century jumped Gross:
$2,400. (1,200)
(Average,
$2,400)
Omaha
Union Elects
into higher brackets with $19,500 for
"Everything Happens at Night" (ZOth-Fox)
MIDWEST— (1,500) (25c-35c-40c) 7 days.
Jackson as Agent its first week of "The Hunchback of Gross: $3,800. (Average, $4,000)
"Gulliver's
Travels" (Para.)
Dame."takings for the week endEstimated
Omaha, Jan. 17. — Howard Jackson Notre
PLAZA— (750) (25c-35c-40c) 8 days, 2nd
week.
Gross:
$1,800. (Average, $1,100)
has been elected business agent for
ing Jan. 13 :
"Eternally Yours" (U. A.)
"Balalaika"
(M-G-M)
Local 343 of the Operators' Union,
STATE— (1,100) (20c-25c-40c) 5 days, 2nd
BUFFALO— (3,000) (30c-3Sc-55c) 7 days. week.
succeeding Carl Krumrei. R. L. Mc- Harry
Gross: $1,600. (Average, 7 days,
James and orchestra and Red
Intyre is president for 1940, succeed- Skelton on stage. Ten-day gross: $23,500.
(Average, $12,000)
$3,000)
ing Adolph Fells.
"Judge Hardy and Son" (M-G-M)
TOWER— (1,000) (25c-35c-40c) 10 days.
Other officers for 1940 are : Baird "Invisible Stripes" (W. B.)
Cisco Kid and the Lady" (ZOth-Fox) Gross: $3,500. ■ (Average, 7 days, $1,750)
Loomis, treasurer ; Boots Kostlan, first "The
GREAT LAKES— (3,000) (30c-S0c) 7 days.
$7,700. (Average, $7,500)
vice-president ; Shep Owens, second Gross:
"Geronimo" (Para.)
vice-president; G. E. Jordan, financial "AH Women Have Secrets" (Para.)
Lottery Ban Upheld
secretary ; Clyde Cooley, recording
HIPPODROME— (2,500) (25c-35c) 7 days.
In Wisconsin Town
secretary.
Gross: $6,500. (Average, $6,800)
"The Hunchback of Notre Dame" (RKO)
Elkhorn, Wis., Jan. 17. — The local
TWENTIETH CENTURY— (3,500) (25c35c) 7 days. Gross: $19,500. (Average, ordinance which prohibits gambling,
$6,800)
Building Restriction
lotteries and games of chance has been
"Destry Rides Again" (Univ.)
upheld by Circuit Judge Alfred L.
"Laugh It Off" (Univ.)
Is Fought
in Frisco
LAFAYETTE— (3,300) (25c-35c) 7 days. Drury here.
The ordinance was passed last July
San Francisco, Jan. 17. — After Ten-day gross: $14,000. (Average, $6,300)
to prohibit a local drug store from
wrangling for three hours with theatre operators and representatives, the 'Feathers9 Picked
operating a "multiple dividend" plan
supervisors referred to committee a
which the city contended was a lotBest Film in Cuba
proposed ordinance prohibiting small
tery. The drug store demurred to the
ordinance,
contending that its plan did
frame building theatres. Opposing the
Havana, Jan. 17. — The best picmeasure was Alfred Graziani of
ture of 1939 released in Cuba was not constitute a lottery since it involved no consideration. A recent
Bridge Theatres, Inc., for the small "Four Feathers," Alexander Kordahouse operators, with L. S. Hamm, United Artists film, according to the ruling by the circuit court, however,
declared the ordinance valid and held
attorney for large theatre interests,
secretary
of theofGovernment's
Motion
Picture Board
Review.
favoring the bill.
the drug store's plan to be a lottery.
Big

Tips

on

Grosser

Exploitation
Nurse Beauty Contest
Plugs
'Child Is Born'
Wilmington,
Del., Jan. 17. — A
beauty contest for nurses of Wilmington's four major hospitals featured
Manager Richard V. Kirsch's promo- |
tion for the opening of "A Ch^VIs
Born" at the Warner Aldine. K~rt/ch i
presented a prize to the winner. The
contestants were guests of the theatre 'J
at the opening performance.
Warners Issue
The Warner
advertising and pubon '69th'
Pressbook
licity department has issued its ample
press
"The Fighting
Large book
and on
comprehensive,
the 69th."
book
contains numerous stunts, stories, ads
and accessories. Twenty-six newspaper
ads are included, as well as five pages
of publicity material.
Lobby Easel Plugs
'Great Victor Herbert'
Milwaukee, Jan. 17. — Fox's Palace
plugged
"The lobby
Great easel
Victor
with a large
in Herbert"
the form
of an open book captioned, "Pages
from a manager's scrap book." Reprofilm.
duced were pictorial reviews from the
Boy Scout Councils
Aid 'Geronimo' Run
Albany, Jan. 17. — Robert Rosenthal, manager of Warners' Ritz, utilized the Boy Scout councils for "Geronimo," holding meetings of the various troops in the theatre. The scouts
also erected life-like figures of Geronimo, headdress and all. Through the
scout participation every boy of school
age was apprised of the picture.
Smile Stunt Used
To Sell 'Ninotchka'
Janesville, Wis., Jan. 17. — Theatre
patrons attending Fox's Myers here
for
the to
showing
of "Ninotchka"
invited
try catching
employes were
who
failed to greet them with a smile during the showing of the film. The
Myers offered
patrons a free admission to the such
theatre.
Free Tickets Stunt
Is Superior,
Used on 'Gulliver'
Wis., Jan. 17. — Harvey
Buchanan, manager of the Palace here,
promoted a box in a newspaper advertisement of Roth's, local department
store,
pluggingfor"Gulliver's
Travels," in exchange
50 free
tickets. Twenty-five telephone numbers were scattered throughout the
six-column, page length ad and individuals whose phone numbers appeared
were invited to come to the store and
receive two tickets.
Girl in Wedding Dress
Used for 'Four Wives'
Pittsburgh, Jan. 17. — To stimulate
interest
"Four Wives,"
Josephfixed
Feld-a
man andin Charles
Kurtzmann
tieup with the Marlane Shop, bridal
gown store, whereby a girl in weddress stood
the lobbyhanding
of Loew's
Penn dingand
the in
Warner,
out
formally-printed invitations to "the
marriage
'Four Daughters.'
The store of
tieintheconsisted
of an eight-" J,
tion.
word plug at the bottom of the invita-
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""Ige Knight also allowed 22 demands in an application by the Schine
and distributor defendants for a bill
of particulars from the Government.
Defendants were given 40 days after
service of a more definite statement
and the bill of particulars in which to
answer the Government's complaint.
Judge
Knight's opinion further
reads
:
"It seems that the rights of all the
parties involved can be reasonably
protected if the motion for a preliminary injunction is denied, upon the
condition, however, that it may be
renewed upon the showing that the
defendants have acquired or are about
to acquire additional theatres, or have
opened or are about to open any closed
theatres under circumstances showing
intimidation, threats or coercive tactics directed to any competitor or
prospective competitor. This seems
'just in the premises'."
In the New York anti-trust suit,
attorneys for defendant companies
having theatre affiliates entered into a
voluntary agreement with the Government under which advance notice
of contemplated theatre acquisitions is
to be given to the Department of Justice by the companies.
As a result of the agreement, the
Government refrained from asking a
preliminary injunction to prevent
theatre acquisitions pending trial of
the suit.
Parley

York

Today

On Trust Questions
Attorneys for major defendants in
the Government's anti-trust suit will
continue conferences today with William P. Farnsworth, head of the N. Y.
anti-trust division office, with a view
to agreeing on interrogatories to be
answered by the Government.
Special Assistant Attorney General
Paul Williams returned to Washington after a long conference Tuesday
with majors' attorneys. Both sides
claim that progress on the question of
interrogatories has been made. The
Government's time to object to the
questions of the majors has been extended to Jan. 22.
Film Alliance Sets Two
Film Alliance of the U. S. has set
release on two new films, "Face Behind the Door" on Jan. 25 and "Suicide Squad," Feb. 5. Deals have been
'■■closed with Fox West Coast for three
current releases, "Bombs Over Lonjdon," "The Challenged" and "Torpedoed," according to Norman Elson,
|sales manager.
Harry Putnam Dies
St. John, N. B., Jan. 17.— Harry
Putnam, 62, in the advertising phase
of exhibition for the past eight years,
and prior to that in exhibition for
many years, died in Halifax after a
brief illness. Surviving are a wife,
a daughter and a brother.

Get

Review
Return

Loses

{Continued from page 1)
suit. Indeed, a greater loss threatens
the defendant if more theatres are
acquired and the Government pre-

New

to

Victor

"The Secret Four"
(ABFD-Monogram)
Based on the Edgar Wallace popular novel, "Four Just Men," this
thriller melodrama, replete with spies, counter-plots, mystery killings and
adventurous English patriots, makes lively entertainment. Michael Balcon, who produced it in England, has provided a well-balanced cast.
The story holds interest throughout and builds to a number of tense
situations, although failure to take fuller advantage of climaxes lessens
the dramatic effect somewhat. Thus no effort is made to show how one

In

Two

Dates

Cities

Return engagements for "Gone With
the Wind" are planned by the Loew
circuit in some situations where the
run is limited in order to permit the
playing of released pictures.
Under consideration are return engagements for Loew's Colonial, Reading, and Loew's Regent, Harrisburg,
which were the first engagements to
close. The runs ended yesterday with
reported four-week grosses of $58,300
and $50,700, respectively.
These grosses were said by M-G-M
to be almost double the best previous
takes for each house, and the picture
set
all-time
run an
in each
city. record for length of

of the "Four Just Men" makes his escape from the House of Commons
after impersonating an M. P. there.
The four, Frank Lawton, Griffith Jones, Hugh Sinclair and Francis
L. Sullivan, are engaged in uncovering an espionage plot through which
a foreign power is obtaining vital information from the wife of a cabinet
official. Anna Lee, a newspaper reporter, accidentally stumbles on their
trail, but is persuaded not to reveal their identity.
A gigantic plot to sever the British Empire is discovered. When Alan
Napier, as the treacherous member of Parliament, refuses to disassociate
himself from the conspiracy, he is killed and Mansfield impersonates him
in the House in time to warn the nation.
Twelve more two-a-day reserved
Angus MacPhail, Sergei Nolbandov and Roland Pertwee wrote the seat showings set yesterday brought
the total bookings to 127 in 114 cities.
screenplay. Walter Forde directed.
These are: Feb. 1, Parkway, MadiRunning time, 79 minutes. "G."*
Edward Greif
son, Wis. ; Gateway, Kenosha, Wis. ;
Venetian, Racine, Wis. ; Rex, Sheboy* "G" denotes general classification.
gan, Wis. ; Feb. 2, Granada, Santa
Barbara, Cal. ; Feb. 8, Bay, Green
Bay, Wis. ; Appleton, Appleton, Wis. ;
Distribution Chiefs
Oshkosh, Oshkosh, Wis. ; Orpheum,
Agreement
Near On
Phoenix, Ariz. ; Feb. 10, Electric,
British Withdrawals
Springfield, Mo. ; Feb. 15, Grand, ToShifted by Warners
peka, Kan. ; Feb. 16, Paramount, Joplin, Mo.
(Continued from page 1)
At the Grand Theatre in Atlanta,
Promotions and shifts in the War- share of the total business done in where the picture had its_ premiere
ner distribution staff in the field have Britain during the past two years.
Dec. 15, capacity business continues,
been completed by Gradwell L. Sears,
with $24,000 receipts for the past
Under
Britain's
regulations
governgeneral sales manager. They become
ing the withdrawals, the seven Ameri- week. Boston again shows more than
effective Monday.
can film companies may withdraw up $80,000 for the two houses, State and
Sears announced changes as fol- to 75 per cent of the $17,500,000 maxlows :Henry Herbel, Midwest district
imum during the first six months of Orpheum.
In Los Angeles the same recordmanager at Chicago, to West Coast the agreement. Thus a total of $13,- breaking
pace keeps up, with $23,300
district manager at Los Angeles ; Rud 125,000 may be withdrawn during the
in
the
box-office
for the Carthay CirLohrenz, Prairie District head at period beginning Nov. 1, last, and endcle, and $32,400 receipts at the United
Kansas City, replacing Herbel in Chiing May 1. The balance, or $4,375,- Artists Theatre, an all-time record for
cago ; James Winn, Kansas City 000, may be withdrawn from May 1 a single week for the house.
branch manager, to Prairie District to Nov. 1, next.
manager; O. W. Williamson, Jr.,
Universal, which distributes through
Memphis branch head, to Kansas City a British company, General Film Dis- Grainger Attending
branch manager ; Homer Hisey, San
tributors, isnot participating in the
Virginia Convention
Francisco salesman, succeeding Wil- withdrawal agreement.
liamson.
James R. Grainger, Republic presiW. E. Callaway, West Coast disdent,
is attending
semiannualtoday
convention
of the M. the
P. T.
O.
trict manager, becomes Los Angeles Ready to Negotiate
of
Virginia
at
Richmond.
branch manager, replacing Jack BrowOn Television Wages
From there he will fly to Boston,
er, resigned.
(Continued from page 1)
where
he will preside at a sales meetthe other two unions to be represented
ing of the Boston and New Haven
on the negotiating committee.
Information, Please
Negotiations, however, cannot be branches tomorrow and Saturday.
launched until the A.F.R.A. board
Title Fight in Court first approves them. The board meets
Souhami to Syracuse
Daniel and Ann Golenpaul, trading today to consider negotiation proFollowing
a meeting yesterday of
as Dan Golenpaul Association, owner
New
York
City
members of Allied
Next Tuesday, Emily Holt, A.F.- Theatre Owners of New York, Edof the "Information, Please" radio posals.
R.A. executive secretary, and Kenneth
program, have filed suit in N. Y. Sumund Souhami, counsel, left for Syrapreme Court for an injunction against Thomson, S.A.G. executive secretary,
cuse to attend a session of the regional
Information Publishing Corp., Walter will appear before the Equity council,
unit there today. A regional meeting
Rosetti, Shelley Braverman, Peter B. and an effort will be made at that will be held Monday in Albany.
time to make final settlement of the
Payne, and Stanley S. Boressoff.
Plaintiffs seek to restrain the de- issue.
fendants from publishing a monthly
Radio Man Injured
magazine, Information, Please, on the
Publicists Meeting
Hollywood,
17. — Joseph Donahue of WilliamJan.Esty
ground that it unfairly competes with
& Co., agency
Screen Publicists and Advertisers
the radio program.
producer
of
"Blondie"
Burns
Association, newly-formed union, will and Allen radio shows,andwasthe slightly
meet tonight at the Piccadilly Hotel.
injured today when he was struck by
The union is still in process of organ- building.
Bailey on Boston Stand
ization and no officers have been an automobile as he left the CBS
Boston, Jan. 17. — Today, the 171st elected.
day of the masters hearing of the
Morse and Rothenberg anti-trust suit
Bookings for Roxy
Glennan to New York
against the major film companies,
Hollywood,
Jan. 17.— T. Keith
"He Married His Wife" opens toThomas H. Baiiey, district manager
Glennan, Paramount studio operations
for Fox, was recalled to the stand.
morrow' at the Roxy for one week. manager,
will train out for New York
Frank Ross, RKO salesman, and Ross Following it on Jan. 26 will be the Friday
for conferences with Eastern
C. Cropper, RKO branch manager, Warner film, "Brother Rat and a executives.
also testified.
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MANAGER

CONGRATULATIONS
To Harry Black

MR.

-—upon his
recent
ele c t i o n

FITZGIBBONS

READS

THE

HERALD

TOO--

AND

SAYS...

On page 28 of the November
11th issue, of "The Motion Picture Herald" there are some interesting figures that should
suggest some very good ideas
to a great many of our theatres
that are so dependent upon
rural business. Oneonta, New
York, is just as typical a town

to the presidency of
the
'enticton
Rotary
Club.

as any we might select in Canada.
Jill Novak, who staged a
succesful apple matinee in
;tion with the B. C. apple
5, who put on an appledemonstration and
^,000 apples. Bill got
lewspaper publicity
jperation, and built
itinees to standing
irritt, who arranged
the Windsor Sea
in connection with
V'Thunder Afloat",
.assistant to Cem
ce the affair
1 as M. C. on
FIRST

in

news
elections,
the band's
[the
Capitol,
co-operates

in

FIRST

in

circulation

service

,sending
in
activities.

I suggest that you let your

[Want Ads
ri column
"JamOther

copy of the Motion Picture Herald and the supplements circulate through the employees of

3 distrition of
lerald
to

the

showmen

of

the

world

-

-

rated
iery
fers
to

-

While you might not be able
to arrange a tie-up with a magazine such as the Country
Gentleman, there are papers
and periodicals circulating
through many of the districts
with which tie-ups can be made.
It is interesting to note that
37% asked for a weekly program. There is no reason,
where we have a condition of
this kind, why programs cannot
be made available to every
family within a reasonable distance of the theatre. Local
merchants who really appreciate the drawing power of the
motion picture will co-operate,
and co-operative advertising
ideas can be worked out to the
advantage of the theatre and
the merchant.

your theatre. It keeps them upto-date on their business and,
very often, somebody in your
organization may spot an item
of interest you have overlooked
that can be used to your advantage. This is particularly
true in your projection and
maintenance departments.
Incidentally, I would like to
see a few more Canadian managers mentioned in Mike Vogel's Round Table column.
This issue contains as a frontispiece a beautiful colored portrait
oi Deanna Durbin, Canada's own
singing sweetheart. These fan photos
are available to our theatres from
lpire-Universal exchanges for only
J.00 a thousand, and less when
rdered in 2.000 lots.
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Dangers
Brevities

Washington, D. C, Jan. 17.- — Current uncertainty over
television standards is imperiling the television broadcaster, Paul W. Kester, vice-president of Columbia Broadcasting System, told the Federal Communications Commission today.
The first witness to present the views of broadcasters,
as contrasted with those of technicians and manufacturers,
in three days of hearings before the F.C.C, Kester said
his group is apprehensive that a change in standards would
produce a "complete obsoleteness'" of sets in the hands of
the public and would arouse a resentment which would be
directed, not at the manufacturers, but at the broadcasters.
The CBS officer said that when his company begins
picture broadcasting in New York, the mere fact that two
stations are providing programs will be an important factor in creating a market for receivers, and estimated that
10,000 to 15,000 sets would be sold in the first year and
from 30,000 to 40,000 within two years.
Any change in standards which will render those sets
obsolete or necessitate expensive conversions, he declared,
would threaten a public investment of millions of dollars.

Allied
To
Of

Fights

Stop

Foes

Neely

Bill

(.Continued from page 1)
be folly to underestiit
time, mate thewould
effect of these methods on
uninformed and undiscriminating per-

sons."
The legal rights of exhibitors and
the measures which they might take
to protect themselves against a general
strike precipitated by a purely local
labor controversy at some distant point
were discussed by the board during
its consideration of the recent trend
of industry labor to concentrate in one
big union reaching from the studio to
the theatre.
With predictions of production curtailments and the "extraordinary"
terms asked for "Wind," "Lincoln in
Illinois," "Pinocchio" and "Gulliver,"
the board agreed that the outlook for
product is none too satisfactory and
that there is definite necessity for
watching allocation averages in the
event that predicted curtailments are
made effective. At the same time, the
terms for the four big pictures were
criticized as "excessive."
The board also attacked broadcasting by film stars and "Pot o' Gold"
programs, and discussed the competition of 16 mm. films and the parking
problem.
The meetings will close tomorrow
with the choice of the annual convention city, election of officers and adoption of formal resolutions on the subjects discussed.

The resulting resentment would be directed at broadcasters, and where stations were engaged in both regular and
television transmission, the effect might be very serious,
Kester said.
Taking the position that recommendations of the F.C.C.
television committee offered an inconsistency because
broadcasters are urged not to take steps that will create
an immediate heavy demand for sets while at the same
time initiation of regular program service is encouraged,
Kester suggested three possible means of dealing with the
situation.
His suggestions were (1) That the Commission fix
present standards for a specified period of years and allow
broadcasters to proceed with their program efforts, (2)
Delay both the "freezing" of standards and the launching
of new programs until standards can be developed which
will not render sets obsolete, or (3) Proceed immediately
with scheduled programs and with trying to fix new
standards, until standards can be guaranteed for a definite
period of years.
Hearings were recessed until Friday, when the commission will attempt to bring them to a close.

Bioff's Extradition
Pleas to Governor
Sacramento, Calif., Jan. 17.
— Governor Olson today heard
pleas for the extradition of
William Bioff , I.A.T.S.E. leader,
to Illinois to serve a sixmonths sentence imposed 17
years ago at Chicago. Bioff's
attorneys asked that the extradition case be delayed
pending settlement of the
U. S. income tax evasion case
against him. Governor Olson
did not indicate when he
would make his decision.

20

Coast

Writers

(Continuedtofrom
page "69th
1)
See
Flying
from California are Fred Othman,
United Press ; Hub Keavy, Associated
Press ; Harold Heffernan, North
American Newspaper Alliance ; Sidney Skolsky, Hollywood columnist for
the New York Post; James Starr, of
the Los Angeles Herald-Express ;
Harry Friedman, International News ;
Paul Harrison, NEA ; William Wilkerson, Hollywood Reporter; Arthur
Unger, Variety; Harry Mines, Los
Angeles Daily News; Ed Sullivan,
Hollywood columnist for the New
York Daily News; Harry • Crocker,
King Features Syndicate ; Ralph Jordan, International News ; Sheila Graham, North American Newspaper Alliance E.
; V. Durling, Hearst Syndizine. cate, and Dick Pollard, Life Maga-

Wanger

Gets

Capra' s Post
At
Academy
(Continued from page 1)
technician and producer members function as individuals, irrespective of
their economic or studio affiliations,
and it should and will attempt to present to the world their ideas and
ideals with frankness and authority."
The Academy board issued the following tribute to Capra :
"The Academy, through its board
of governors, wishes to express its
appreciation and profound regard for
Frank Capra. During the past four
years, the Academy has gone through
the most trying period of its history,
and largely because of the untiring
and unselfish efforts of Mr. Capra it
has been able to survive. He has
always had a deep conviction of the
value and the need for a cultural body
such as the Academy, and has worked
ceaselessly to keep its aims ever in
the minds of those whose interests lie
in the welfare of Hollywood.
"That the Academy has emerged
from its troubled waters, that it has
inspired renewed and enthusiastic interest on the part of many who heretofore were apathetic, that it is now,"
as_ it always should have been, definitely divorced from all economic
matters and devoted exclusively to
cultural development of motion pictures isa credit to the brilliant leader-

Highlights of the dinner will be
ship of Frank Capra."
carried on a nationwide NBC Blue
network, originating at WJZ here,
from 9 to 9:30 P. M. Participating
Musicians'
in the broadcast will be Gov. Herbert Radio
Strike
Is Averted
Honor LeBaron Today
H. Lehman of New York, James CagThough the controversy between
Hollywood, Jan. 17. — More than
and Pat O'Brien, two of the film's CBS and NBC networks and the
300 Hollywood personalities will gath- ney
stars; Major General Hugh A. Drum, American
Federation of Musicians is
er tomorrow night to honor William Col. William J. Donovan, Jack L.
Le Baron at a dinner to be tendered Warner and Col. John J. Mangan.
fraught with strike possibilities, there
by the Masquers Club. William Colwill be no strike for the present, officials said yesterday.
lier, Sr., will be toastmaster.
Mrs. Williams Rites
Both networks have refused to reOmaha, Jan. 17. — Funeral services
new their musicians' contract, signed
Ed Grainger Signed
were held here today for Mrs. Charles December, 1937. Many stations, howHollywood, Jan. 17. — Warners to- Williams, wife of the veteran local
ever, have agreed to maintain the exday gave Edmund Grainger a term exhibitor and M. P. T. O. A. national
isting employment level. Every local
contract as associate producer under board member, who died here yester- musicians'
union will negotiate its own
contract.
Hal B. Wallis.
day following a brief illness.

FOR the first time since the war,/ |
British radio is providing alternative programs. After six each evening, j
light entertainment, intended mainly >
for the Services in France and at
home, is being broadcast on 342 me- j
ters, while the usual B.B.C. news, j j
vaudeville
on concert/!^
the pts^ent
talks, plays,continue
symphony
'id j
wavelengths, 391 and 449 meters.
The new programs will feature light \
music, dance bands, vaudeville and m
sports, with more extensive programs 1 1
scheduled for March. Newcasts, talks, :
organ recitals and recorded programs
originate from Broadcasting House,
London,
drama and and
features
from Manchester,
varietyoriginate
shows '!
and
symphony
concerts
come
from ;
Bristol.
Kyser Guest of First Lady
Kay Kyser will lead his band at
the President's Birthday Ball in the
Mayflower Hotel, Washington, on
Jan. 30. Mrs. Roosevelt has invited
Kyser to join her personal party
and visit all the Birthday Balls held
in Washington on that evening.
Earlier in the day he will be a
guest at a White House luncheon.
Personalities in the News
Benay Venuta will become the featured vocalist
on George
Jessel's
"Celebrity
Program"
on Thursday,
Jan. 25. She will replace the Merry
Macs. . . . Jack Johnstone, director of
"Johnny Presents" is preparing a
new series of 13 half-hour transcriptions of"Buck Rogers" programs. . .
George Dunham, sales promotion
manager of WEEI, is in town for one
zveek.
Home Television
"The possibility for a home
television set, employing the projection principle, and reasonably
priced, is not very promising for
this year but may be ready in a
year hence," says I. J. Xarr, in
charge of receivers for General
Electric. Carr reports that G. E.
has been experimenting with a
screen 18 inches by 24 inches, but
has thus far found the light inadequate, and the optical system and
power supply very expensive.
Recorded Serial With Music
A daytime recorded serial with
music instead of script dramas has
been set with 15 stations by McCannErikson for the National Biscuit Co.
Martin Block, who uses recorded
music on his "Make Believe Ballroom," has made 16-inch disks with
his comments. An attached cue sheet
tells station operatives when to start
the music records which accompany
Block's comments. The half-hour
programs will be aired six times
weekly for 13 weeks starting Feb. 12.
New Mystery Program
Daniel C. Studin, vice-president and
treasurer of Star Radio Programs,
discloses that he has a new mystery
program in preparation, "The Adventures ofDexter
Randolph."
series
zvas written
by Burke
Boyce,The
formerly
of NBC's continuity department, and
author of "K-7 Spy" series. The program zu&s tested on CFRB, Toronto,
where it drew a favorable reaction.
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Fights Film Stars on Air;
Re-elects Colonel Cole

YORK,

Orders

Court's

Over

RKO

U.S.A., FRIDAY,
End

Control
Affairs

Termination of court control of the
operations of RKO and transfer of
all assets from the Irving Trust Co.,
trustee of RKO, to the reorganized
company was ordered yesterday at a
hearing
Bondy. before Federal Judge William

Washington, Jan. 18. — Reaffirming
its support of the Neely bill, the Allied States' board today adopted a
Filing of the order will take place
resolution to petition the House Inter- tomorrow, it was stated, and will bestate Commerce Committee "to report
come effective five business days thereout the bill promptly so that it may
after. Attorneys for the new company
be The
passedresolution
at the current
session."
was one
of five will meet with officials of the Irving
Trust on Friday, Jan. 26, to transfer
adopted as the board prepared to ad- the securities and other documents of
journ its meetings after having re- the company.
elected Col. H. A. Cole as president
last-minute amendment was added
of the Association for another year toA the
order which authorizes the
and deciding to hold its next annual
trustee to withhold $64,625 in addiconvention in Detroit.
tion to $20,000 provided in the origIn addition to re-electing Cole, the
inal order. This sum will be available to
Board awarded new terms of office to
the Chemical Bank & Trust Co. and
Abram F. Myers, general counsel, and
its
attorneys for allowances to be given
Charles H, Olive of Washington, them.
Secretary, and elected Herman A.
Hamilton C. Rickaby, attorney for
Blum of Baltimore, former treasurer, Atlas Corp., stated that no
other imas financial secretary, and Martin G.
portant step remained except the
Smith of Toledo as treasurer. The
executive committee will consist of granting of final allowances. In response, Judge Bondy requested attorCole, W. A. Steffes, Sidney E. Samneys to make their applications "moduelson, Martin G. Smith, Jack Kirsch
est" in amount.
and M. A. Rosenberg.
Marlin
Gale, attorney for the
Details of the annual convention are
to be worked out bv a committee to S.E.C, obtained a direction from the
that copies of applications for
be named bv Ray Branch, appointed court
allowances be served upon the S.E.C
chairman of the committee on ar- to permit it to study and report on
rangements. The meeting date will them.
be set later, probably to be late May
or early June.
In taking formal action on the prob(Continued on page 8)
Los

Angeles

Law

on

Bad

JANUARY

Col. Cooper

Named

Canada's Film Chief
Toronto, Jan. 18. — Close
linking of films, radio and
the press for Canada's war
effort is provided in the appointment of Col. John A.
Cooper, president of the Motion Picture Distributors Association, to succeed John
Grierson as National Film
Commissioner, and of Leonard Brockington, former
chairman of the Canadian
Broadcasting Corporation, as
advisor to the National Film
Board in addition to his duties as the Dominion's official
war reporter.

'Blue

Bird'

To
On

Chiefs

Fight

U.S-

Trust

Quiz

Interrogatories
Ends;

Meeting

Agreement

Seen

Attorneys for several major company defendants
in the
Government's
anti-trust
suit will
oppose
the move
of the
U. S. Attorney
General's
office to examine
ranking officers
of the
defendant companies before trial.
First of the motions to vacate the
Government's notice of intention to
examine the officials will be filed in
Federal District court here early next

week.
The Government's notice of intention was served on defense attorneys
Draws
last Monday. It disclosed that between Feb. 5 and March 25 the GovWorld premiere of "The Blue
ernment plans to examine the presiBird," 20th Century-Fox film, will be
dent, general sales manager, ranking
held at 8 :30 o'clock tonight at the
Hollywood Theatre on Broadway, production executive, ranking theatre
with many leaders of the film indus- executive and other high officers of
and attending.
the city's commercial and seven of the major company defendcivic trylife
ants.
United Artists officials were examRegular public performances will
ined by the Government last Summer
start tomorrow afternoon on a reserved seat two-a-day basis, with and will not be questioned further.
William P. Farnsworth, head of the
prices scaled 55 cents to $1.65.
Among those attending the pre- New York office of the anti-trust division, and attorneys for major defendmiere will be Darryl F. Zanuck, 20th
ants will(Continued
report to on
their
on
pagesuperiors
2)
Century-Fox production chief, who
produced the picture, and Joseph M.
Schenck, chairman of the board, who
(Continued on page 8)

Celebrities

Shows

"This bill is a direct slap at the
motion picture industry and if we
»who govern the city which is the
home of such an industry pass such
an ordinance, we will find it moving
away. New York and San Francisco would welcome such an industry
move."

Major

CENTS

Tonight

Seeks

Los Angeles, Jan. 18. — By a vote
of 10 to 4, the City Council today
ordered preparation of an ordinance
vesting the Police Commission with
authority to close film and legitimate
theatres in which "immoral and indecent performances" are given.
After considerable argument from
opponents of the proposal, the city attorney was authorized to submit the
draft of the bill for councilmanic
action. Opposition to the plan was
led by Councilman Earl C. Gay, who
said :

TEN

19, 1940

"Abe Lincoln in Illinois," winner of the Pulitzer Prize in its original
form as a play by Robert E. Sherwood, becomes, in its transplantation
to the more sweeping medium of the screen, a triumphant achievement
of the motion picture.
In his memorable portrayal of Abe Lincoln as a young man and
until his departure for the White House, Raymond Massey achieves
a masterpiece of character delineation. In the cinematic effort he has,
if that is possible, accomplished an even more striking, more dramatically
impressive characterization than he did on the stage. His Lincoln in this
picture must be reckoned as a great example of screen artistry.
It is, of course, Massey's film, in that it is a screen biography. At
the same time, in the picturization of Lincoln's life in Illinois, the sentiments expressed, the backgrounds and incidental phases of the story,
it is a great American motion picture. Every showman, whether he
be in the cinema palace of Broadway or the shooting gallery of Pumpkin Corner, can stand behind this film with all his reputation.
The story of Lincoln, the great man of tragedy, the great humanitarian,
is as much a part of the United States as the land of which the country
(Continued on page 3)

Warners
Loans

Pays
Before

Off
Due

Warner Bros, paid off $2,000,000 in
bank loans in the last three months
of 1939, reducing such loans made
during thecreasingyear
to $4,000,000,
but inthe amount
to $9,000,000
by
an additional financing of $5,000,000
last December.
The financing was explained as part
of the company's refunding operations,
and the new money has also considerably improved Warners' cash
The $5,000,000
position.
(Continuedborrowing
on page 2)was made
Delegation of 69th
To Greet Film Stars
A delegation from the 69th Regiment will greet James Cagney and
Pat O'Brien, stars of the Warner
film,
"TheStation
FightingMonday
69th," at
Grand
Central
morning,
when they arrive from the Coast with
Jack L. Warner. They will be guests
(Continued on page 8)
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Hear Siren in Film,
Race for Shelters

Purely

Personal

►

NATE J. BLUMBERG, Universal
president ; W. A. Scully, general
sales manager, and J. H. Seidelman,
foreign manager, are expected back on
Monday from product conferences at
the studio. J. Cheever Cowdin,
board .chairman, is expected by plane
on Sunday.
•
Edward G. Robinson and his family arrive from the Coast Sunday on
the Twentieth Century. Robinson
will remain in the East until the
premiere of his latest picture early
in March.

London, Jan. 5 (By Mail).—
A siren recorded in a Hollywood film sent the audience
to air raid shelscampering
ters in Aberdeen last week.
Attendants at the door heard
the siren and thought it was
a raid warning. A report
was made to the management
and the audience told they
might stay on or leave as
they thought fit.
80 Schine

Houses

'Wind'
Gloversville,
N.ow
Y., Jan.
18.t —
Will Sh
More than 80 Schine Circuit first run
Stanton Griffis, Austin Keough, houses in five states will give a minimum of one week's playing time to
Sidney Phillips, John D. Hertz,
Gone With the Wind," district and
Jr., Mort Spring, Walter Huston, zone
managers of the circuit were told
Jesse Lasky and John Golden at their
meeting here today.
lunching at Sardi's •yesterday.
The picture will play two weeks at
Charles E. McCarthy, George Lexington, Ky., which, with the local
its first two enWeltner, Sam Lyons, Ed Saunders opening, comprise
gagements inthe Schine theatres.
and Ted O'Shea among those at
The circuit managers' meeting was
Nick's Hunting Room in the Astor called
principally to discuss special
for lunch yesterday.
•
"Wind"
the presided
policies required
bookings.
Louis W.forSchine
Howard LeSieur, United Artists at the general meeting which was
production manager, is the father of followed by district meetings.
an eight-pound girl, born Wednesday
to Mrs. Lilyan LeSieur. This is
their second child.
Music Hall Draws
•
Edward Small will arrive in New
'GirV
York from the Coast today and will
The $84,000
first week ofwith
"His Girl
Frito Savannah,
proceed immediately
day," with a stage show at the Music
Hall grossed an estimated $84,000 and
Ga., to visit his mother
who is ill.
•
is held over. At the Strand, "InDon Dellarocco of the Strand,
visible Stripes," with Shep Fields
Bridgeport, Conn., is the father of a band and the Dead End Kids on the
drew an estimated $45,000 and
daughter, born this week_ to Mrs. stage,
is also held.
Dellarocco at a local hospital.
•
"Raffles" at the Roxy with a stage
grossed an estimated $37,500. In
ng- show
Si Seadler, M-G-Mfor advertisi
a vacation its fourth week at the Rivoli, which
manager, left yesterday
in Sarasota, Fla., foregoing his usual ends tonight, "The Light That Failed"
should draw an estimated $19,000. It
Winter trek to the West.
•
holds until Wednesday, when "Grapes
John Mayer is the new president of Wrath" has its premiere.
of the M-G-M Club in Pittsburgh.
Sidney Stockton has been elected
head of the Albany Club.
Hope Williams Hurt
•
In Blackout Accident
Joe Bonomo, former Universal se
London, Jan. 18.— Hope Williams
rial star, heads a newly-formed pub
Burnup, London manager of Quigley
lishing company in the physical cul
ture and health field.
Publications, is confined to her apart•
ment in London, a blackout casualty.
On her way to Fleet Street a car
Hilda Lesser Rickles, secretary
she was riding ran into anto Division Manager E. M. Saun- in which
other car.
ders at M-G-M, is vacationing in the
She was knocked unconscious and
South.
•
taken to Bart's Hospital where six
George J. Schaefer and Ned E. stitches were taken in her head. Later
Depinet will leave today for product she was removed to her apartment in
Regents Park.
conferences at the RKO studio.
•
Lon Chaney, Jr., left for the Coast
Heads Club Committee
visit
first
actor's
the
was
It
night.
last
to New York.
Kansas City, Jan. 18. — Jerry Zigmond, manager of the Newman, has
been appointed general chairman for
Metro Gets Olivier
the annual inaugural banquet of the
Hollywood, Jan. 18. — Laurence local Variety Club, to be held early
Olivier was signed today to co-star in February. Other members of the
with Greer Garson in Metro's "Pride committee are Don Woods, James Mcas Connel, Douglas Desch and Barney
," originally intended
and PrejudiceShearer
vehicle. Hunt
a Norma
Stromberg will produce.
Joffee.

New Beery Film Title
"The Man from Dakota" supplants
"Arouse and Beware" as the final
title
film. for Wallace Beery's new Metro

Harry Hadfield Dies
Chicago, Jan. 18. — Harry Hadfield,
veteran Balaban & Katz theatre manager, died here today. Hadfield had
been ill for sometime.
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Daily
Union

Files

N. L. R. B. Complaint

Newsreel

Los Angeles, Jan. 18. — One of the
unions for which William Bioff, as Parade
chairman of the conference of A. F.
of L. studio unions, negotiated a 10
Newsreels again focus attention on
per cent wage increase Nov. 25, has
filed charges of unfair labor practice the wars in Europe. Activities on both
against the producers at the National the Mannerheim and Maginot Lines
Labor Relations Board office here.
are filmed. Also shown is the return
The complainant, the Building Ser- visit of Pope Pius to King Victor
vice Employes International Union, Emanuel. Reels and their contents folcharged producers failed to grant an
low: ip^v>
MOVIETONEWS, No. 38— Finns resist
increase although nine other unions for
which Bioff negotiated obtained their Russian aggression, counter attack. Sweden'sin King
directs preparedness.
raises. Named as respondents were
tion
Belgium.
Holland troops Mobilizareinforce
the Association of Motion Picture frontier. French artillery fire on Maginot
Producers, Joseph M. Schenck, M. B. Line. Troops in French Alps. French women replace men in industry. Tank barSilverberg, Walter Wanger, E. J.
riers protect Allied troops. Priest celeMannix and Y. Frank Freeman.
brates mass underground for troops. Allied
generals hold war council. Italian monarchs and Pope Pius exchange visits. Crisis
in Rumania. Duchess of Windsor is Red
Cross worker in France. Lew Lehr. Skiing.
Ryder Re-Elected
NEWS OF THE DAY, No. 256— War in
To S.M.P.E. Post Finland. Guns roar on Western Front.
Mass held for troops. Chamberlain on
Hollywood, Jan. 18. — Loren L. Front. Duchess of Windsor aids Red
Cross. Pope returns visit to Italian King.
Ryder, head of Paramount' s sound de- Quadruplets born in Alabama. Green Bay
partment, today was announced as hav- Packers vs. All-Stars football game.
ing been re-elected chairman of the
NEWS, No. 41— Soldiers
Pacific Coast section of the Society skiPARAMOUNT
at Fort Brady. Frank Gannett seeks
of Motion Picture Engineers. Alan presidential nomination. Twenty-one trek
Quadruplets born
Gundelfinger continues as secretary- to Bahama "Utopia."
Chamberlain inspects Brittreasurer. Jack Durst, Peter Mole, in Alabama.
ish Expeditionary Forces in France.
of Windsor in Red Cross duty.
K. F. Morgan, Hollis Myse, H. W. Duchess
Protect store windows in France. British
Remershied and Wesley Miller were troops home on leave. Finnish stores are
named section managers.
in operation despite war. Pope Pius visits
Italian Royal Palace. Venzke wins mile
race.ers vs.Bob
Lake game.
Placid. RangMaplesledding
Leafs at
hockey
Neely Stand Delayed
RKO Russian
PATHE advances,
NEWS, prisoners
No. 53— taken.
Finns
thwart
returns visit of Italian King. Earl
By Screen Directors Pope
Browder on trial on passport fraud charge.
Skiing
in Holland. French christen new
Hollywood, Jan. 18. — The Screen
guns. Family leaves civilization for remote
Directors Guild's plans for a standard island.
form of contract covering free lance
UNIVERSAL
NEWSREEL,
No. 842—
directors were underway today fol- Finns seize ammunition from invaders.
returns after sea viclowing last night's meeting at which British submarine
tory. Canadian troops arrive in Engsuggestions for clauses governing conland, reviewed by Hore-Belisha. Duchess
ditions ofemployment were offered by of Windsor
aids troops. Artillery fire on
members. The Guild delayed action Maginot Line. Women work in French
on the Neely bill until the return of airplane factories. Pope Pius and King
exchange visits. QuadruMrs. Mabel Walker Willebrandt, VictorpletsEmanuel
born in Alabama cabin. Sun tanning
at Miami hotel. Wrestling on tomatoes.
S.D.G. counsel, from Washington.
Green Bay Packers vs. All-Stars football
Warners
Pays Off
Loans Before Due
(Continued from page 1)
last Dec. 15 at 4^4 per cent interest
from the Connecticut Mutual Life Insurance Co. of Hartford. As collateral the company pledged the Fairbanks and Sunset studios on the
Coast, a California ranch, 15 theatres,
two commercial properties and an inter-company note of $200,000.
Although first payments on earlier
loans made for debenture refunding
were not due until April of this year,
Warners paid off $500,000 last October and $1,500,000 in December. Payments are next due in October.
Major

Chiefs

Fight

Trust Quiz by U. S.
(Continued from page 1)
the
results of a two-day conference
terday.
on interrogatories, it was learned yesThe conference, which ended yesterday, gave between
indications'
an ultimate
agreement
the ofparties.
Final
word or any suggested modifications
will be exchanged within the next few
days, reliable sources said.
A stipulation, filed yesterday, provides for an adjournment of a hearing on objections of Columbia, scheduled for today, until Feb. 9.

game.
Monogram

in Tieup

On 'Uncle Don' Show
Monogram is cooperating with
"Uncle Don" on the latter's annual
child talent quest over the Mutual
network. The grand prize will be a
role in a forthcoming Monogram production. The contest runs from January to June and Monogram players
and films will be mentioned on the
program.
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Virginia

Motion

Picture

Stars

M.P.T.O.

Opposes

Neely

Bill

"Abe

Lincoln
in
[RKO]

Richmond, Va., Jan. 18. — Harry
Brandt, president of the New York
I.T.O., addressed the M.P.T.O. of
Virginia, in annual convention here
today, on opposition to the Neely bill
and the appearance of stars on the
I radio.
President William F. Crockett of
th* \Virginia organization appointed
]\-i=?on G. Thalheimer and William
S."vVilder to the committee being organized to fight the radio appearances. Members were urged to wire
j their Congressmen and urge them to
oppose the Neely bill.
New members of the board of dill rectors are Daniel Weinberg, Jeff
j Hofheimer, John Caldwell, Denver
j Aleshire and H. M. Moody. James
R. Grainger, president of Republic,
spoke briefly, and the convention concluded with a banquet tonight.

Illinois9

(Continued from page 1)

is composed. The film is permeated with that earthy feeling of the
common man, Lincoln, whose life was a fight with himself, with his
ideals and with that perpetually goading drive which, personified by
Mary Todd Lincoln, forced him to go forward against the natural indolence which always beset him. That natural indolence, more properly,
was basically an all-pervading love of peace.
Pages might well be written on Massey's portrayal, as in a hundred
instances, he brings to pulsating life the Lincoln that the nation has
known in song and story, the growth in Illinois, the tragic romance
with Ann Rutledge, the state legislature and so on. It must suffice to
say that Massey has made a living Lincoln as it has never been done
before.
Max Gordon and Harry Goetz produced and John Cromwell directed
from the screenplay by Sherwood and the adaptation of Grover Jones.
Gene Lockhart plays Stephen Douglas ; Ruth Gordon, brilliant stage
actress, Mary Todd Lincoln ; Mary Howard, Ann Rutledge ; Alan
Baxter, Billy Herndon, and Harvey Stephens, Minor Watson, Aldrich
Bowker are in lesser roles. All of these individuals contribute in small
or
large measure to the achievement which is the finished product.
'
about
'Turn
Roach
Hal RoachBuys
has purchased the screen
Standing out sharply are several memorable sequences : The humorous
I rights to the famous Thorne Smith
upsetting of the boatload of pigs as Lincoln first comes to New Salem,
novel, "Turnabout." Production is 111. ; the fight with the local bully ; the break with Mary Todd and the
set to begin on Feb. 12. To date,
John Hubbard and Victor Mature, capture of John Brown at Harper's Ferry.
The rebuttal in the Lincoln-Douglas debate at Springfield, which,
both of whom scored in "The House' keeper's Daughter," have been signed. with its ringing avowal of the American principle of freedom and liberty, will strike to the heart of every American, is the apex of the film.
Scientific Awards Due
The moving farewell speech to his friends as the train is about to depart
Hollywood, Jan. 18. — Nominations for Washington, and with which the films ends, is a gripping forecast
for the Academy award for scientific of dark days and tragedy ahead.
or technical achievement will close on
Running time, 110 minutes. "G."*
Charles S. Aaronson
Monday. The Research Council will
meet then to consider all submitted
nominations.
*"G" denotes general classification.
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'Lincoln'

Attend
Opening

Washington, Jan. 18. — Raymond
Massey, star, John Cromwell, director, and Mary Howard, one of the
players, will be among the Hollywood
guests at the world premiere of
RKO's "Abe Lincoln in Illinois" at
the RKO Keith here on Monday.
Cromwell, Ruth Gordon, one of the
leading players, and Harry Goetz,
co-producer with Max Gordon, will
arrive here Friday, and Massey and
Miss Howard on Sunday. The premiere is being sponsored by the
Newspaper Women's Club of Washington as a charity benefit.
Pre-release engagements of the film
include : Paramount, Palm Beach, Jan.
25; Capitol, St. Petersburg, Fla.,
Jan. 30; Florida, Jacksonville, and
Tampa Theatre, Tampa, Fla., Feb.
1, and Daytona, Feb. 8. In all cases,
matinees will be continuous, at 75
cents admission, and evening performances on a reserved seat basis at $1.10.
Endicott

Protests

Labor Board Ruling
Endicott Circuit filed objections
yesterday with the State Labor Rethe board's rulagainstcircuit
ing thatlations
theBoardentire
was to be
grouped as a single collective bargaining agency, instead of by individual
houses. The motion picture division
of the Theatrical Managers, Agents
and Treasurers Union was defeated in
the
votes.election but has challenged the

Gold!

Showmanship

does

it!
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'Wind'
'Destry'
Big

Hits

$13,500,

Frisco

Paces

Lead

San Francisco, Jan. 18.— "Destry
Rides Again" and "The Amazing Mr.
Williams" scored a strong $13,500 at
the Orpheum in the second week.
"The Hunchback of Notre Dame," in
the second week at the Golden Gate,
drew $17,500.
Estimated takings for the week ending Jan. 9-12 :
"Hunchback of Notre Dame" (RKO)
GOLDEN GATE— (2,850) (35c-40c-55c) 7
days, 2nd week. Stage: Vaudeville. Gross:
$17,500. (Average $15,000)
"Destry Rides Again" (Univ.)
"The Amazing Mr. Williams" (Col.)
ORPHEUM— (2,440) (15c-35c-40c) 7 days,
2nd week. Gross: $13,500. (Average, $8,000)
"Four Wives" (W. B.)
"Emergency Squad" (Para.)
7 days.
FOX— (5,000) (15c-30c-35c-40c)
Gross: $13,500. (Average, $16,000)
"The Great Victor Herbert" (Para.)
"All Women Have Secrets" (Para.)
PARAMOUNT — (2,740) (15c-30c-35c-40c) 7
days. Gross: $12,000. (Average, $11,500)
"Raffles" (U. A.)
UNITED ARTISTS— (1,200) (15c-35c-40c3rd week. Gross: $5,600. (Aver55c) 7age,days,
$8,000)
"Swanee River" (20th-Fax)
"The Honeymoon's Over" (20th-Fox)
ST. FRANCIS— (1,400) (15c-30c-35c-4Oc) 7
days, 2nd week. Gross: $5,000. (Average,
$6,000)
"Balalaika" (M-G-M)
"Nick Carter, Master Detective" (M-G-M)
WARFIELD— (2,680) (15c-30c-35c-40c) 7
days, 2nd week. Gross: $9,500. (Average,
$12,000)
"The Challenge" (Korda)
CLAY — (400) (15c-35c-40c) 7 days. Gross:
$800. (Average, $1,000)
"Mile. Ma Mere" (Hoffberg)
LARKIN— (390) (15c-35c-40c) 7 days.
Gross: $1,300. (Average $1,000)

Los
"NINOTCHKA" (M-G-M)
The audience laughs heartily with Garbo, because for once and for
all she proves herself a clever comedienne, a deft and capable actress.
.Globe.
. . Brilliantly directed, superbly acted and mounted. — Boston Daily
Greta Garbo is showing her staunch admirers that she can be even
more arresting as the gay comedienne. . . . Director Ernst Lubitsch
has never used his famous sly "touches" with more humorous effect. —
Helen Eager, Boston Traveler.
Advance reports have not lied concerning the charm of the great
GarbO in her first comedy part. . . . Under the expert and knowing
guidance of the incomparable Lubitsch, she plays with the utmost
assurance and success. — Boston Herald.
Garbo laughs and the world laughs with her in "Ninotchka." . . .
A completely delightful romantic comedy. ... It is spicy, sparkling and
sophisticated, brilliantly directed by Ernst Lubitsch. — Boston Post.
"SWANEE RIVER" (20th-Fox)
Stephen Foster lives again in "Swanee River." The genius was.
recreated by the magic of the screen and the magnificent artistry of
Don Ameche, Andrea Leeds and Al Jolson. — Chicago HeraldAmerican.
I like Don Ameche, Andrea Leeds, color, southern songs and minstrel them
shows, butall.I The
couldn't
greatly
careof for
River," Foster
which
features
movie
version
the "Swanee
life of Stephen
has been made with too much dog. — Chicago Tribune.
"HE MARRIED HIS WIFE" (20th-Fox)
Brightest, daffiest laugh riot to come from 20th Century-Fox's hitstudded film vaults is "He Married His Wife," which is just as
nutty and as spicy as a fruitcake. — Los Angeles Herald-Express.
Return of the screwball comedy seems to have been achieved, with
all due moderation. This hardly has a serious moment, except for a
few sentimental and romantic ones. ... Is likely to register marked
popularity. — L. A. Times.
"CONGO MAISIE" (M-G-M)
Gets its lift from a very mediocre idea by the exceptionally grand
performance turned in by Ann Sothern. . . . Doesn't come up to the
first of the "Maisie" series, but it is something that you can enjoy
because Ann Sothern comes through in fine fashion. — L. A. HeraldExpress.
As usual, the lush Miss Sothern, whose comedy timing is unparalleled
on the screen, steals the show with amazing ease. — L. A. Examiner.
One can give quite a little tribute to "Congo Maisie" as a picture,
full of entertainment as it is hokum and crackling good humor. The
humor comes off a shade the best. Altogether, this is the sort of film
that makes show-going enjoyable. — L. A. Times.
"RAFFLES" (Goldwyn-U. A.)
Raffles rides again. . . . David Niven is as suave and debonair as
any of his predecessors in the most famous crook role in modern literary history. . . . "Raffles," rejuvenated, is as exciting as it ever was
and
News.as full of clever twists and turns. — C. J. Bulliet, Chicago Daily

'Balalaika' Draws
$8,800 in Montreal
Montreal, Jan. 18. — "Balalaika"
grossed $8,800 at Loew's. "The Hunched
Dame" atregister
Notre week
the Palace.$9,500
for itsback ofsecond
Estimated takings for the week ending Jan. 12:
"Four Wives" (W. B.)
CAPITOL— (2,547)
(25c-40c-55c-65c) 7
days. Gross: $5,800. (Average, $8,000)
"Balalaika" (M-G-M)
LOEW'S— (2,800) (30c-40c-60c) 7 days.
Gross: $8,800. (Average, $8,000)
Terre Haute, Ind.,
"Raffles" (U. A.)
"Escape to Paradise" (RKO)
Theatres Organize
ORPHEUM— (919) (25c-35c-50c) 7 days.
Gross: $3,000. (Average, $5,000)
Terre Haute, Ind., Jan. 18. —
"The Hunchback of Notre Dame" (RKO) Owners and managers of local thePALACE— (2,600) (25c -40c -55c -65c) 7 days,
atres have formed a group known as
2nd week. Gross: $9,500. (Average, $10,000)
the Terre Haute Theatres Associa"Marx Bros, at the Circus" (M-G-M)
"Mr. Wong in Chinatown" (Mono.)
tion, an organization formed to proPRINCESS— (2,272) (25c-35c-50c-65c) 7
mote ways in which they can better
days. Gross: $5,000. (Average, $5,500)
serve the public.

Those present at the initial meeting were : Nat Blank, manager of the
Orpheum ; Maurice Reinking, manager of the Idaho and the Swan ; J.
B. Stein, proprietor of the Garfield ;
Boyd Bell, proprietor of the Lyceum ;
Ben Van Borssum and Jack Van
Borssum, proprietors of the Savoy and
the West ; A. M. Kaufman, proprietor of the Fountain ; H. J. Arnold,
manager of the Indiana ; John Wycoff ,
manager of the American and Liberty,
and Shannon P. Katzenbach of the
Grand and general manager of the
Fourth Avenue Amusement Co.
W. B. in Mexico Deal
Officers elected at the meeting to
Mexico City, Jan. 18. — Oscar and
San Granat, operators of the Coloso serve the group during the ensuing
and Colonial here, have signed for year are : A. H. Kaufman, president ;
the entire Warner lineup of features S. P. Katzenbach, vice-president, and
Maurice Reinking, secretary.
and shorts for the 1939-'40 season.

U. S. to Aid Coast Fair
San Francisco, Jan. 18. — President
Roosevelt has approved Federal participation in the 1940 exposition on
Treasure Island to the extent of $250,000, according to word received by
George Creel, United States Commissioner to the fair. An additional
$250,000 may be provided by the Government to induce Pan-American activities at the fair.

With

Angeles
$52,000

Los Angeles, Jan. 18. — "Gone With
the Wind," in the third week at the
Carthay Circle and United Artists,
bettered the second week, with »J£V>v
tal of $52,000, taking $22,000 aC >
former and $30,000 at the latter. "Destry Rides Again" and "Blondie Brings
Up Baby"
was strong at the Hillstreet
and Pantages.
Estimated takings for the week end17 :the Wind" (M-G-M)
"Goneing Jan.
With
CARTHAY Circle— (1,518) (75c-$1.50) 7
days, 3rd week. Gross: $22,000. (Average,
$17,000)
"The Secret of Dr. Kildare" (M-G-M)
"The Cisco Kid and the Lady" (20th- Fox)
CHINESE—
Gross:
$8,000. (2,500)
(Average,(30c-75c)
$12,500) 7 days.
"Of Mice and Men" (U. A.)
4 STAR—
(900)(Average,
(40c-55c) $3,250)
7 days, 4th week.
Gross:
$4,000.
"Destry Rides Again" (Univ.)
"Blondie Brings up Baby" (Col.)
HILLSTREET— (2,700) (30c-65c) 7 days.
Gross: $16,500. (Average $6,500)
"The Secret of Dr. KUdare" (M-G-M)
"The Cisco Kid and the Lady" (20th-Fox)
LOEW'S STATE— (2,500) (30c-75c) 7 days.
Gross: $11,200. (Average, $14,000)
"Destry Rides Again" (Univ.)
"Blondie Brings Up Baby" (Col.)
PANTAGES— (2,000) (30c-65c) 7 days.
Gross: $14,000. (Average, $7,000)
"The Great Victor Herbert" (Para.)
PARAMOUNT— (3,595) (30c-65c) 7 days.
Stage: F.chestra.
& Gross:
M. $20,000.
revue, (Average,
Rube Wolf $18,000)
and or"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
UNITED(RKO)
(2,100) (75c-$1.50) 7
"Reno"
"Raffles"
(U.ARTISTS—
A.)
days, 3rd week. Gross: $30,000.
WARNER BROS. (Hollywood)— (3,000)
"Reno" (RKO)
(30c-65c)
7(U.
days.
"Raffles"
A.) Gross: $10,300. (Average,
$14,000)
WARNER BROS. (Downtown)— (3,400)
(30c-65c) 7 days. Gross: $10,700. (Average,
$12,000)

'Balalaika'

Scores

$6,000 in Cleveland
Cleveland, Jan. 18. — Best for the
week here was "Balalaika," which
grossed $6,000 for its second week
at Loew's Stillman. "The Hunchback
of Notre Dame" drew $13,000 in its
second week at Warners' Hippodrome.
Estimated takings for the week end"Flying
ing Jan.Deuces"
11 : (RKO)
Legion Approves 11
ALLEN—
(3,000)
(30c-35c-42c)
7 days.
Gross: $3,000.
(Average,
$4,000)
Of 12 New Pictures
"The Hunchback of Notre Dame" (RKO)
WARNERS' HIPPODROME— (3,800) (30cNational Legion of Decency has ap35c-42c)
days, 2nd week. Gross: $13,000.
proved 11 of the 12 films reviewed for (Average,7 $11,000)
the current week. Six are classified "Everything Happens at Night" (20th-Fox)
RKO
PALACE— (3,100) (30c-42c-55c) 7
as unobjectionable for general patronand $14,000)
show on stage.
age, five as unobjectionable for adults days.
Gross: Mary
$13,000.Martin
(Average,
and one objectionable in part. Films "The Housekeeper's Daughter" (U. A.)
and their classification follow :
LOEW'S
(30c-35c-42c)
days.
Gross: STATE—
$12,000. (3,500)
(Average,
$11,000) 7
Class A-l, Unobjectionable for Gen- "Balalaika" (M-G-M)
eral Patronage : 'Abe Lincoln in IlliLOEW'S STILLMAN— (1,900) (30c-35cnois," "Danger on Wheels," "Fight- 42c) 7 days,
erage, $4,000) 2nd week. Gross: $6,000. (Aving 69th," "Invisible Man Returns,"
"Music in My Heart," "Oh, Johnny,
Oh." Class A-2, Unobjectionable for C. /. O. Operators
Adults : "Green Hell," "His Girl FriLose Houston Plea
day," "Show Around the Corner,"
"Katia," *;Of Mice and Men." Class
Houston,
Texas,
18. —I. Projectionists affiliated
with Jan.
the C.
O. lost
B, Objectionable in Part: "He Martheir plea for a temporary injunction
ried His Wife."
restraining the A. F. of L. affiliates
from furnishing operators to the River
'Father' Unit in Loop
Oaks Theatre here.
A Chicago company of the BroadA hearing "on the merits" of the
case, seeking a permanent injunction,
"Life With
opens way
at success,
the Blackstone
Feb.Father,"
19 for will be held before a jury probably
an indefinite run. Lillian Gish and during the week of Feb. 5, District
Percy Waram are featured in the Chi- Judge Kenneth McCalla said in handcago company.
ing down the temporary ruling.
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Academy

'Angels'Exploitation
Winner

Gets

$1,000

Sid Holland of the Elco Theatre,
Elkhart, Ind., was awarded first prize
of $1,000 for his campaign on "Only
Angels Have Wings" in the nationwide contest conducted by Columbia,
the company announced yesterday.
Holland is now with the Schine
Circuit in Gloversville, N. Y.
Ten prizes of $300 each were awarded to the following: Jack Lexey and
Al Zimbalist, the Broadway, PhiladelphiaJames
;
W. Walker, Fox Alcazar, Bell, Calif.; Richard D. Walsh
and George H. McKenna, Lafayette,
Buffalo; Guy W. Martin, Colfax,
South Bend; David Kamsky, Neighborhood, Richmond; Marion Parkinson, Iowa, Jefferson, la. ; Jack Sidney, Loew's Poli, Bridgeport; W. Osborne, Warners, Huntington Park,
Calif.; E. R. Hardwick, Lyceum,
Clovis, N. M., and Frank La Fake,
Earle, Washington, D. C.
Judging of entries and selection of
winners took place Jan. 10. The following served as judges : Jack Alicoate, Maurice Kann, Charles Lewis,
Martin Quigley, A-Mike Vogel and
Gertrude Merriam.
Brokers

Accused

Of Code Violations
Seven brokers and one theatre manager were brought up on charges yesterday before the Code Enforcement
Authority of the new ticket code in
the first hearings held by the authority. No action was taken yesterday
and details of the charges were not
made public.
After the hearing, Gustave A. Gerber, who appeared as attorney for
several of the agencies, explained that
several violations may have occurred
during the fight against the code and
before the smaller brokers accepted it.
Gerber, who was a vigorous opponent
of the code as it was first drawn,
explained that he regarded the action
as a healthy sign. "If we are to have
ahe code
it should be rigidly enforced,"
declared.
Boston Officials Testify
Boston, Jan. 18. — Six Boston theatre officials testified today in the
Morse and Rothenberg anti-trust suit
against the major film companies.
They were : Maurice Goldstein, city
salesman for Loew's; John G. Moore,
sales manager for Paramount ; Albert
M. Kane, Paramount branch manager ;
William H. Erbb, Paramount district
manager ; Nathan Furst, Monogram
branch manager and formerly branch
manager for Warners, and William
Kelly, Universal branch manager. '

Hollywood

Gets

Direction

Review

Art

Choices

Hollywood, Jan. 18. — Nominations
for the art direction award of the
Green Heir
Academy of Motion Picture Arts and
(Universal)
Sciences were listed today as follows:
Hollywood, Jan.18. — This film is notable, tradewise, as the first of
"Beau Geste," Paramount; "Captain
several which Harry Edington was to produce for Universal release,
now also the last, in view of his recent appointment to the captaincy of Fury," Roach; "First Love," Universal"Gone
;
With the Wind," SelzRKO production. It is notable, externally, as making available for
nick ; "Love Affair," RKO ; "Man of
exhibitors' exploitation use the names of Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., Joan Conquest," Republic ; "Mr. SevUh
Bennett, George Sanders, Alan Hale, John Howard and Vincent Price, Goes to Washington," Colu^/a;
a potent grouping of personalities not commonly assembled under a sin- "Elizabeth and Essex," Warners;
gle title. The name of James Whale as director and that of Frances "The Rains Came," 20th CenturyMarion as writer of screen play and story also have attraction value.
Fox ; "Stagecoach," Wanger ; "Wizard of Oz," Metro; "Wuthering
The story Miss Marion wrote is essentially "movie" in character, spe- Heights," Goldwyn.
Under
the rules the arts direction
cifically "movie" in substance and manner of telling. It is about six men
and a woman beset by natural and native danger far up the Amazon, intent award committee must view all of the
upon locating Inca temple ruins and obtaining both gold and historical nominations before voting to choose
production which will receive the
data therefrom. The setting and the situations are of the sort used the
award.
many times in serials and occasionally in feature pictures. Incidents
include a torrential storm, an attack by savages and a recue by other
savages. The preview audience reacted to the film much as juveniles Skouras Managers
react to serials on Saturday afternoon.
Will Meet on Coast
Running time, 87 minutes. "G."*
Roscoe Williams
Spyros and Charles Skouras, who
has been conferring here, plan to leave
*"G" denotes general classification."
next Wednesday for Los Angeles
where the annual National Theatres
Goldwyn
Cuts
Staff,
E. C. Grainger Host
division
managers'
will be
held the week
of Jan. meeting
29.
At Cleveland Lunch
Others attending will be William
Drops Publicity Men
Hollywood,
Jan.
18.
—
Samuel
GoldPowers,
film buyer, and Edward ZaCleveland, Jan. 18. — E. C. Grainwyn will pare down further his bel of the home office. Bud Lollier,
TheShea
of
manager
ger,
atres,general
was host at a luncheon Tuesday production organization this week by Fox West Coast real estate and tax
at the Statler Hotel here to the Shea dropping all his publicity men except executive, and William Leris, F. W.
managers of northern Ohio and the Jock Lawrence who will continue to C. theatre supervisor, here with
district and branch managers of the handle Goldwyn publicity matters for Charles Skouras, will leave with the
the present. Leaving his employ at
local exchanges.
In attendance were : Frank Dow and the end of this week are John Peere party.
Harry Cox, National Theatres
treasurer, who is in Miami, will go
Charles Deardourff, M-G-M ; George Miles, publicity director, Mabel Hill, from
there to Los Angeles.
Roberts and I. J. Schmertz, 20th Oliver Hopps and Jerry Dale.
Century-Fox ; David Miller and Joseph Kauffmann, Universal ; George
Lefko, RKO ; Mat Goodwin, United
Artists ; Duke Clark, Paramount ; T.
L. Mendelsohn, Warners ; Sam Gorrell and Nat Lefton, Republic; Lester
Zucker, Columbia ; Nate Schultz,
Monogram ; Nat Barach, National
Screen Service.
Shea managers included: Vance
Minton, Clark Brown, Al Foley, Robert Rhodes, William Gillam, Paul
Welton, W. O. James, Joseph ScanIon, Robert Russell, D. Duty, Daniel
Gilhula, C. Huprich and Jack Hynes.
/v- 1-0 Votes Dividend
The board of directors of Keith-Albee-Orpheum Corp. declared a dividend, out of operating surplus, of $1.75
per share on the 7 per cent cumulative
convertible preferred stock for the
quarter ended Sept. 30, 1937, payable on April 1, 1940, to the holders
of record of said stock at the close
of business on March 15, 1940.

Edward Finch Dead
Marietta, Ohio, Jan. 18. — Funeral
services were held today for Edward
E. Finch, 64, president of the Cambridge and Marietta Amusement Co.,
who died at his home. The company
operates the Hippodrome and Putnam
here and the Colonial and Strand at
Cambridge.

Columbus, Jan. 18. — Tentative dates
for the annual I. T. O. convention
have been set for Feb. 28 and 29,
predicated on Gov. John W. Bricker
having convened the legislature by
that time. The convention was postponed from the regular meeting date
in November.

Sherman Signs Brendel
Hollywood, Jan. 18. — El Brendel,
comedian, today was signed by Harry
Sherman to appear with Bill Boyd in
the 1940 series of Hopalong Cassidy
pictures for Paramount release. Sherman closed the deal from New York
by telephone.

All Operators Working
Chicago, Jan. 18. — John Smith,
head of the Chicago operators' union,
reports that all members are employed.
Of some 20 theatres that closed last
Summer eight failed to open in the
Fall.
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Notables

Going

To

Tonight

'Blue

Bird'

(Continued from page 1)
will arrive this morning
from the
Coast.
Accompanying them from Hollywood are Gene Markey, associate producer, and his wife, Hedy Lamarr.
They are scheduled to leave for the
Coast Wednesday after attending a
preview of "The Grapes of Wrath"
at the Normandie Tuesday night.
Among the distinguished guests in
tonight's
willBerlin,
be : Mr. and
Mr. and audience
Mrs. Irving
Mrs. Edwin L. Weisl, Mr. and Mrs. Russell Countryman, William Crowley, John
R. Dillon, Mr. and Mrs. Colvin Brown,
Mr. and Mrs. Buddy De Sylva, Mr. and
Mrs. Bernard Gimbel, Sam Shain, Mr.
and Mrs. Max Gordon, Mr. and Mrs.
Harry Goetz, Paul Hollister, Mr. and Mrs.
Will Hays, Mr. and Mrs. W. A. Harriman,
Morgan Kaufman, Nunnally Johnson,
James Kieran, Mr. and Mrs. S. R. Kent,
Mr. and Mrs. Andre Kostelanetz, Sidney
Lanfield.
Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Lubitsch, Mr. and
Mrs. A. L. Levy, Edward Leggewie, Mrs.
Johanna Leona Hertz Lindlof, Paul Moss,
Mr. and Mrs. Gene Markey, Mr. and Mrs.
Gilbert Miller, Mr. and Mrs. J. P. McEvoy, Mr. and Mrs. W. C. Michel, Cornelius O'Leary,
Mr. William
and Mrs.
William
Paley, Seton
Porter,
P. Phillips,
Mrs. Helen Hertz Levy, Wheeler B. Preston, Johnny Russell, John J. Ryan, Clendening Ryan, Mr. and Mrs. Boyd Hatch.
Joseph M. Schenck, James J. Sheehy,
Mr. Schilling, Miss Betty Hatch, Julius
Steger, Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Bayard
Swope, Mrs. Jacob Schechter, Mr. and
Mrs. Bertrand Taylor, Henry C. Turner,
Mr. and Mrs. Lowell Thomas, Commissioner Lewis A. Valentine, Mr. and Mrs. Herman Wobber, Miss Nancy Walker, Mr. and
Mrs. Darryl F. Zanuck, Charles E. McCarthy, Harry Brand.
Norman Arenwald, Neil Agnew, Harry
Arthur, Roger Albright, Leo Brecher,
Harry Brandt, Will Brandt, Herman Becker, L. Bolognino, A. Blumstein, Lou
Brandt, John Benas, Bernie Brooks, Clayton Bond, Joe Bernhard, Mort Blumenstock,
Barney Balaban, Harry Buckley, Harry
Brand, Jack Bloom, M. Breggin, Rodney
Bush, Nat Brower, H. H. Buxbaum, Sam
Coolick.
Max A. Cohen, Jack Cohn, Dave Chatkin, Harry Cohn, E. H. Collins, William
Clark, Alfred Corwin, Harry Cox, Frank
Damis, Sid Deneau, Irving Dollinger,
Howard Dietz, Arthur DeBra, Oscar Doob,
Harvey Day, Hector Dodd, Dan Doherty.
Miss Vyvyan Donner, Gus Eysell, Russell
Emde, Norman Elson, S. Charles Einfeld,
William J. Eadie, Nat Fellman, Max Fellerman, Si Fabian, Emanuel Frisch, Seymour
Florin, J. A. Fein, Lynn Farnol, Roger
Ferrie,
Freedman, Steve Fitzgibbon
and William
Alan Freedman.
E. C. Grainger, Jack Gelber, Sam Goodman, Harold Greenberg, Louis Goldberg,
Harry Goldstein, Charles Gordon, Robert
Gilliam, Monroe Greenthal, Harry Goldberg, Harry Goetz, William C. Gehring,
Maurice Goodman, S. Gambee, Edward
Hinchy, A. A. Hovell, Harry Hecht, Wally
Howes, Jack Harris, Harry A. Harris,
Homer Harman, Clarence Hill, Percy
Heiliger, W. J. Hutchinson, Frank S.
Irby, Ben Joel, Don Jacocks, Leo Justin,
Morris Jacks, Felix Jenkins, A. J. Kearney, Benjamin Knobel, Irving Kaplan, Dee
Krepps, Moe Kurtz, Harold Klein, I. Kafko,
Harry Kaplowitz, L. J. Kaufman, Harry
Katz, Edwin P. Kilroe, W. J. Kupper and
Morris Kinzler.
Joel Levy, Frank Lynch, Abe Leff, Eugene Levy, Irving Lesser, J. H. Lang,
I. Lincer, Lew Lehr, Joseph Lee, D. Levy,
Fred Meyers, Charles Moses, Charles McDonald, Harry Mandel, M. J. Miller, Irwin Margulies, Lewis Moses, Charles C.
Moskowitz, Joseph Moskowitz, Dan Michalove, Martin Moskowitz, Harry Mersay,
Eugene McEvoy, Irving Maas, Elliot McManus, Abe Montague, Carl E. Milliken, S.
Barret McCormick, W. C. Michel. Leon
Netter, Pratzner,
John O'Connor,
Robert Paskow.
Wesley
Jack Partington,
Joseph
Pincus, William Powers, Sam Rosen, Al
Reid, Sam Rinzler, M. Ruden, Walter
Reade, Jr., Ed Rugoff, Arthur Rapf. Sam
Rhonheimer, Sidney Rosenow, Irving Renner, Charles Reagan, W. F. Rodgers, Edmund Reek. Arch Reeve.
Leonard Schlessinger, Jack Shea. Charles
Steiner. Fred Schwartz, William B. Stein,
Joseph M. Seider, A. L. Suchman. Dan
Seider, Eddie Stern, Ben Sherman, Sid

Flip of Coin

Picture

Decides

Theatres
The
flip offor
a 'Wind'
coin at
M - G - M's Buffalo exchange
Wednesday decided that
"Gone With the Wind" will
play at inWarners'
Keeney
Theatre
Elmira and
Ben
Bordonaro's Palace in Olean,
opening Feb. 2 and Feb. 11,
respectively. M-G-M product
is shared by Warners and independents in the two cities,
and the coin toss was agreed
upon by the exhibitors.
The procedure was approved by E. manager,
K. O'Shea,
M-G-M district
as
another evidence of M-G-M
as "the friendly company."
Metro
More

Reveals
'Wind'

17
Dates

"Gone With the Wind" bookings
set by M-G-M now total 144 in 131
cities, including 17 engagements disclosed yesterday.
Three-a-day showings set are : Feb.
2, Warner, Youngstown, O. ; Capitol,
Pottsville, Pa., Keeney, Elmira, IS.
Y. ; Feb. 9, Capitol, Hazelton, Pa. ;
Capitol, Shenandoah, Pa. ; Music
Box, Tacoma, Wash.; Feb. 11, Palace, Olean, N. Y. ; Feb. 16, Colonial,
Lebanon, Pa. ; Strand, Sunbury, Pa.
In Youngstown and Shenandoah there
will be only two shows Sunday, with
seats reserved.
New two-a-day bookings are : Jan.
29, Carolina, Charlotte, N. C. ; Feb.
2, Shea, Erie, Pa. ; Feb. 8, Fox,
Butte, Pa. ; Retlaw, Fond du Lac,
Wis.; Feb. 11, State, Manchester,
N. H.; Shea, Bradford, Pa.; Feb. 14,
Capitol, Sacramento, Cal. ; Feb. 16,
Capitol, Chambersburg, Pa. In the
latter house, there will be three performances Saturday, with only the
evening show reserved.
Following a two-week run at the
Carolina, Charlotte, the film will
move to the Imperial for an indefinite engagement at the same two-aday policy.
Dismissal

Denied

N. Y. Supreme Court Justice Valente yesterday denied an application
of the Metropolitan Life Insurance
Co. to dismiss the $500,000 suit of
Donald L. Besdine. Plaintiff charges
the defendant with attempting to drive
him off the air.
MPTO

Elects

Wilkinson

New Haven, Jan. 18. — The Connecticut M. P. T. O. has elected George
H. Wilkinson, Jr., treasurer of the
organization, succeeding the late
George H. Wilkinson, operator of the
Wilkinson Theatre, Wallingford.

Daily
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Brevities
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Women 20-Year Vets
Five women employes of
M-G-M have been with the
company 20 years or more, a
checkup reveals. They are
Marion Ryan, Buffalo office
manager; Adeline Kerr, Chicago office manager's secretary; May L. Cassidy, Denver cashier;
Vaughn,
St. Louis
chief Mary
inspector,
and '
Effa Baxter, Cleveland chief
inspector.

NBC tried an interesting television
experiment Wednesday night
when the same program was simultaneously telecast over W2XBS and
broadcast over WJZ. The results were
far from satisfactory but indicated
definite possibilities.
Commissioner Joseph Goodman, of
the Department of Water Supply, Gas
f>
and Electricity, and two engineers dis- Allied Asks Quick
cussed the city's water supply. For
the benefit of the video audience about
10 stills were telecast during the talk.
Vote on Neely Bill
The program was dull, principally because the speakers read from notes
(Continued from page 1)
but when the new portable cameras
lems which it had considered, the
are ready, shows like Fred Allen, "Information, Please" or, perhaps, the Board adopted a resolution renewing
NBC Symphony, may settle televis- Allied's protest against the air appearances of film stars, pointing out that
ion's program problem for a while.
"the theatres cannot continue to pay
"School of Air" Spreads
the high film rentals now being deFive more states, Virginia, Mismanded while Hollywood's best talent
souri, Florida, North Carolina and is engaged in giving free shows in
Connecticut, have adopted the CBS competition" and asserting that it is a
"American School of the Air" as an practice which only the major companies have the power to stop.
official part of the educational curriculum. Eleven states now have
Under another resolution, distributhe feature.
tors supplying films to theatres were
called
upon to stop licensing 16 mm.
Personalities in the News
versions of their productions, both
Eleanor Roosevelt mill be guest of features and shorts, for public exhibition, and to cancel all outstanding liGene Autry
his "Melody
Ranch"
censes and prevent the unauthorized
program
overonCBS
on Sunday,
Jan.
public
exhibition
of narrow films.
28. . . . G. W. Johnstone, WOR's
director of public relations and special
The board reaffirmed the Associafeatures, will direct the radio activities
tion's position that disputes involving
of the Finnish Relief Fund on a part clearance, zoning, overbuying and
time basis. . . . Guy Lombardo's band other issues should be settled locally
program will originate from Hollyzvood from Feb. 5 to March 18. . . . by In"fair
a arbitration."
final resolution, the board
Bob Ballentine and Agnes Hoyer of
called upon the regional associations
NBC's
office will be married having offices in metropolitan areas to
on Feb. Chicago
6.
cooperate with the Bureau of Street
Traffic Research of Yale University
in its survey of parking conditions.
$400,000 for Relief
Following the meeting, the board
Approximately $400,000 has
issued a formal statement, in anticipabeen earned thus far for the
tion of possible labor difficulties in
Motion Picture Relief Fund
Hollywood when the present tempoby the Screen Actors Guild
rary wage arrangement terminates,
in its first year with their
which might spread throughout the inSunday night Gulf Oil show,
dustry, declaring that the Association
CBS revealed yesterday.
"will take whatever steps are necesActors perform without
sary to protect its members from becharge on the show with the
ing the innocent victims of any general strike growing out of a dispute
proceeds going to the Fund.
Gulf Oil yesterday renewed
to which they are not parties."
its time on CBS for the
eighth consecutive year.
Program Notes
Irving Caesar's "Sing a Song of
Safety" show is now a regular feature every Sunday at 12.30 P.M.
over the Mutual network. Gerald
Marks, who composed the music for
this series of "safety songs," accompanies Caesar at the piano. . . .
Sterling Products has renewed the
"Goodwill Hour" with John J.
Anthony for an additional 52 weeks
over Mutual. The show starts its
third year Sunday.

Delegation of 69th
To Greet Film Stars
(Continued from page 1)

of
honoratatthe
the Waldorf-Astoria
Regiment's reunion
dinner
on
Wednesday, when the film will be
screened.
Brig. Gen. Alexander E. Anderson,
Col. William J. Donovan, Col. John
J. Mangan and his staff will head the
group at the station, accompanied by
Samuelson, David Snaper, Murie Stahl, H.
Sussman, Herman Starr, Sol Schwartz,
the 40-piece regimental band.
Joe St. Clair, Wm. Schutzer, M. Sanders,
More than 1,000 reservations have
Perry Stein, G. Stamatus, Monroe Stein,
C. E. Smith, Grad Sears, Si Seadler.
been received for the dinner. AddiGeorge J. Schaeffer, Nate Spingold, Joel
WOR Goes FM on March 1
tional radio plugs for the film will be
Swenson, Ted Shaw, Norman Steinberg,
heard on WEAF and WOR, while
R. B. Simonson, J. Seco, J. Sichelman.
Around
March
1,
WOR
will
transSpyros Skouras, George Skouras, Aubrey
the arrival of the stars will be anmit all its programs over a new FM tions.
Schenck, Louis Shanfield, Gerald Spiero,
nounced over several New York staS. R. Schlein, Major L. Thompson, J. transmitter which will be put into opThompson, Sydney Towell, Paul Terry,
eration
on
about
that
date.
The
proTruman Talley, Lowell Thomas, Ed Thorgrams will also be broadcast on the
Albert S. Howson, director of cengersen, Franklyn Underwood, George C.
sorship for Warners will address
Walsh, I. Welt, Jay B. Wren, William regular WOR wavelengths, of course,
White, Frank Walker, Miss Ruth Weis- but the new transmitter zvill have the members of the Woman's Forum at
berg, Earl Wingart, William Weiss, William Warner, Leslie Whelan, William effect of giving the metropolitan area the Roosevelt Hotel today on "The
Yoost, Bernard Zimetbaum and E. Zabel. a full-time FM station.
Fighting 69th."
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Undaunted by the severity of the weather last night, 1,500 persons
jammed the Hollywood Theatre to capacity to see the world premiere

Fox to Have More Road
Shows This Season
By AL FINESTONE
Darryl F. Zanuck, production chief
of 20th Century-Fox, arrived from the
Coast yesterday
with Joseph M.
Schenck, board
chairman. In a
press interview
Zanuck discussed
the advisability
of stipulating longer playing time in film
contracts wherever possible if
the domestic
market is to compensate for the
loss of revenue
from abroad and
Darryl F. Zanuck
mounting production costs.
This, he said, is the opinion of
producers on the Coast.
Zanuck said that pictures can be
made anywhere, but "good films can
be made only in Hollywood." This
was in reply to reporters' questions
about production in New York.
The company's production program
for next season probably will be set
before Zanuck leaves Wednesday for
the Coast.
More roadshows will come from
20th Century-Fox this season and
next, and the studio is gearing its
operations in that direction, said Zanuck. In this category he mentioned
"Lillian Russell," "Brigham Young"
and "Down to the Sea in Ships."
"Lillian Russell" will be first of the
forthcoming roadshows. It will run
three hours and 15 minutes and will
be given special sales handling at
higher than usual percentages. It is
budgeted at more than $2,000,000, the
(Continued on page 9)

Executives

to

CENTS

Writ,

Premiere

of "The Blue Bird," 20th Century-Fox color feature.
When the 80-minute show ended,
the audience, with ovations and ex
rities composed a large portion of the
clamatory
words
of approval, ac- throng. When glamorous Hedy Laclaimed the cinematic
version of marr arrived, scores struggled to
Maurice Maeterlinck's famous fantasy. catch a glimpse of her and her husIncluded in the audience were pracband, Markey.
tically all of the leading officials of
In the long lobby, photographers
20th- Fox, besides executives from took flashbulb shots of the arriving
other motion picture companies. Not- executives and stars. A Movietone
able among those present were the News crew also filmed the notables.
following :
These shots will be included in a
Darryl Zanuck, 20th -Fox studio
chief ; S. R. Kent, president ; Joseph trailer which will be used to exploit
Bird" in other cities. AnM. Schenck, chairman of the board ; "The Blue
other Movietone News crew obtained
Will Hays, Jesse Lasky, Ernst Lu- outdoor shots from across the street.
bitsch, Barney Balaban, Herman Wob"The Blue Bird" today starts its
ber, Spyros Skouras, Charles Skouras,
Edwin L. Weisl, Gene Markey, asso- regular two-a-day run for a limited
engagement which will extend at least
ciate producer of "The Blue Bird,"
and scores of other industry officials. four weeks. Other premieres are
Other celebrities noticed among the scheduled at Detroit, opening there
at the Adams on Feb. 2, and at San
"First Nighters," most of whom were Francisco, where it goes into the St.
accompanied by their wives and for- Francis on Feb. 1.
mally dressed, were William Paley,
CBS president; Postmaster General
The 20th-Fox publicity-advertising
James A. Farley, Conde Nast, Irving staff in charge of the premiere here
Berlin, Jack Cohn, Andre Kostelan- was headed by Charles E. McCarthy.
etz, Sidney Lanfield and many others. He was assisted by Arch Reeve, adCrowds congregated early in front
vertising manager ; Rodney Bush, exploitation manager ; Earl Wingart,
of the Hollywood where arc lights
illuminated the front. Autograph Carl Mos, Abe Goodman, William
seekers and others eager to see celeb- Chambliss and Irving Kahn.

"The
Blue
Bird"
[20TH CENTURY- FOX]

Brand

It Illegal

3-Judge
Appeals Court
Gives Ruling on Feb. 5
Philadelphia, Jan. 19. — A preliminary injunction in an anti-trust suit
granted last November to Landis
Theatre, Vineland, N. J., by Judge
William H. Fitzpatrick in the U.S.
District Courts here, was attacked as
unconstitutional today in arguments
on an appeal before the U.S. Circuit
Court of Appeals by former Attorney
General William A. Schnader, representing all the major distributors, and
Morris Wolf, counsel for the Warner
Bros,case.
theatre circuit, all defendants in
the
Judges John Biggs, Jr., Albert B.
Maris and William Clark adjourned
sessions, after hearing arguments from
both sides all day, and reserved decision until Feb. 5, on which date,
curiously enough, a similar suit filed
by Harry Fried, who operates three
independent houses in the suburbs,
will be heard against the same defenders in the District Court here. State
Senator Shapiro represented Landis.
Schnader, discounting all charges of
monopoly and conspiracy on part of
the majors because of lack of evidence
presented to substantiate that charge,
argued that the only way the picture
industry could
hopeontopage
satisfy
(Continued
9) all ex-

Welles

Deal

Declares
The artistic power of the screen has been brought to bear with great

entertainment results in Darryl Zanuck's film adaptation of Maurice
Maeterlinck's immortal fantasy, "The Blue Bird." It is a masterpiece
of imagination, spectacular and rich in sentiment.
Unique as an entertainment type, the picture is in stunning color,
some of the effects reaching new effective heights. The story is laden
with the naive moral value of the significant fairy tale, and as such
should be found to have unquestionable appeal to audiences of all ages,
types and places.
There is no doubt that the famous story, here brought brilliantly to
life, will be a thrilling treat to every child in the world, and their parAl Steffes Stricken
ents will be only too willing that the children should see it. Its moral,
well sugar-coated, is of real importance. The picture should be a deIII at Washington
light to the adult as well.
Washington, Jan. 19. — W. A.
With Gene Markey as associate producer, Director Walter Lang
(Al) Steffes, Minneapolis exhibitor tells his story simply, with a fine handling of cast and an adept spacing
and Allied leader, is in the Provi- of his most colorful sequences. A word of praise should be given for
dence hospital where he will remain
for five or six weeks. While here for the screen adaptation of Ernest Pascal, the photography of Arthur
the meeting of the National Allied Miller and the music of Alfred Newman.
Every showman across the world has Shirley Temple as the cast
board, he was unexpectedly taken ill
(Continued on page 9)
Wednesday at the Carlton Hotel.

to Stay,
Schaefer

Production of "The Heart of Darkness," Orson Welles' first picture for
RKO, will be completed and there has
bee'n no change
status of Welles'
contract
with in
thethecompany,
George
J. Schaefer, RKO president, said yesCoast. terday, prior to his departure for the
Welles, who was in New York for
one dav during the past week to confer with Schaefer, has returned to
Hollywood to continue work on the
production.
Schaefer, accompanied by Ned E.
Depinet, RKO vice-president and distribution head, left on the 20th Century and will be at the studio for three
weeks conferring with Harry Edington, Joseph Nolan, Lee Marcus and
other
production
officials
on RKO's
new season
production
plans.
Depinet stated that no decision has
(Continued on page 2)
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Snow,

Cold

Injure
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Schaef
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(Continued from page 1)
been made in advance as to the number of pictures which the company
will schedule for 1940-'41. It is one
of several matters to be determined
during the studio conferences, he said.
Questioned
concerning
Allied system
States'
effort
to revive
an arbitration
for adjudication of clearance and zoning and overbuying complaints, Depinet said that it would require the
voluntary participation of all theatre
interests and expressed a doubt as to
whether or not independent circuits
would consent to submit such questions to arbitration. Without their
participation, he indicated, there would
be no arbitration in the industry.
Depinet, a member of the distributors' trade practice negotiating committee, said that he did not see how
distributors, who would be only one
party to some complaints and might
not be involved at all in others, could
bring about arbitration if exhibitors,
and particularly independent circuits,
were unwilling to participate.
Also leaving for the Coast on the
20th Century were James Mulvey,
Eastern representative for Samuel
Goldwyn; Oscar Serlin, Broadway
producer, and Robert Benchley.
Kingsberg in Bigger
RKO
Theatres Post
Malcolm Kingsberg was elected executive vice-president of Keith-AlbeeOrpheum Corp. and B. F. Keith
Corp., principal RKO theatre subsidiaries, at meetings of the boards of the
two companies yesterday.
William J. Merrill, who was elected
a vice-president of RKO last week,
will be elected treasurer of the company at the next meeting of the board
of the parent company. Merrill has
been a financial adviser in RKO for
the past four years and was assistant
to George J. Schaefer, president, during the past year.
Kingsberg has been vice-chairman
of the board of K-A-0 and B. F.
Keith for many years. He will continue in those posts in addition to his
new executive vice-presidency.
Oppose Burlesque Ban
Providence, Jan. 19.- — The Bureau
of Police and Fire today promised
reconsideration of its action last week
in denying a license to the Playhouse
for the presentation of burlesque. Aldermen last night adopted a resolution
asking the bureau to reconsider.

Picture

Daily

Wave

Box-Offices

Saturday, January 20, 1940

4
'March of Dimes'
Broadcast Tonight
Stars from all sections of
the entertainment world will
participate
in a the
one - three
hour
broadcast over

The snowstorm and cold wave
which hit New York yesterday caused
Broadway grosses to slump badly durmajor networks tonight at
ing the morning and early afternoon
11:00 P.M. to aid the March
hours but the boxoffice rallied somewhat during the evening.
of Dimes of the "Fight Infantile Paralysis" campaign.
"He Married His Wife," with a
All services will be donated.
stage show, opened at the Roxy with
The program will originate
an estimated $5,000. At the Hollyfrom Hollywood.
wood, the world premiere of "The
Blue Bird" was at capacity and starts
two-a-day run today.
First three days of "Remember the TBS
Drops Plans
Night" at the Paramount, with Bob
Chester's band on the stage, grossed
For Feb. 1 Opening
an estimated $19,000. At the Music
Hall, the first two days of the second
week of "His Girl Friday," with a
Transcontinental Broadcasting Sysstage show, drew an estimated $19,tem will not start operations on Feb.
000. "Invisible Stripes," with Shep
1
as
scheduled, John T. Adams, chairFields' band on the stage, started its
man of the board, declared yesterday.
second week yesterday with an estiBeyond stating that the opening will
mated $3,600 at the Strand.
not take place "due to circumstances
beyond our control and the attitude of
Metro Announces
others," Adams declined to disclose
future plans of the proposed network.
More 'Wind' Dates
TBS was originally scheduled to
Fourteen new "Gone With the open on Jan. 1 but failed to do so
Wind" engagements were announced when negotiations with Blackettyesterday by M-G-M, making 156 in Sample-Hummert failed. Elliott
143 cities. New dates follow :
Roosevelt was president of the netJan. 26, Cambria, Johnstown, Pa. ;
work, but resigned on Dec. 21.
Jan. 30, Florida, Daytona Beach, Fla. ;
Grand, Orlando, Fla. ; Feb. 5, Capitol,
St. Petersburg, Fla. ; Feb. 6, Ritz, District Court Gets
Tallahassee, Fla. ; Feb. 7, Tampa,
Tampa, Fla. ; Florida, Jacksonville,
Goldwyn-U.
A, Suit
Fla. ; Feb. 8, Orpheum, Huntington,
Suit of Samuel Goldwyn, Inc.,
W. Va.
against United Artists for $54,559
Feb. 1, Paramount, Palm Beach,
was transferred yesterFla. ; Feb. 2, Capitol, Lancaster, Pa. ; with dayinterest
from N. Y. Supreme Court to
Feb. 4, Smoot, Parkersburg, W. Va. ;
Court. Goldwyn is suFeb. 8, Strand, Ithaca, N. Y. ; Feb. 9, U. S.ing District
for additional payments claimed
Strand, York, Pa.; Feb. 13, Polk, to be due him under contract for
Lakeland, Fla.
pictures which have brought in revenues over average. U.A. tendered
Bingo Is Continuing
payment, but failed to include interest from Aug. 25, 1939, the date due,
Despite Wis, Ruling Goldwyn claims.
Milwaukee, Jan. 19. — Despite a
ruling by the State Supreme Court
holding Bingo to be a lottery, the Unions in Dispute
games are being continued locally and
On Finnish Benefits
around the state with the indication
that they will not be restrained so
A controversy has broken out over
long as no complaints against them the attitude of theatrical unions in
are lodged with district attorneys.
giving Finnish Relief Fund benefits.
Petitions for a meeting of Actors
B. J. Miller, counsel for Charles W.
Trampe, head of Film Service, Inc., Equity to consider its position were
who secured the injunction against filed yesterday with the union. A
the Balm Frei Hall here which re- meeting Tuesday probably will consider the issue.
sulted in the high court ruling, indicated that further complaints would
Many performers declared that rebe made against other halls if the
lief funds should be raised for Amerigames were not stopped.
cans, rather than for the Finns, stressing the fact that "charity should begin
Tavern Wins Right

Purely

Personal

►

»J
terday atSCHENCK
the Plaza with
George
JOSEPH
lunched
yesJ. Schaefer, Sidney R. Kent,
Spyros and Charles Skouras, Wilberg. liam Philips and Malcolm KingsSherman Germaine, son of Sa\J
Germaine, 20th Century-Fox booking
manager in New Haven, has married
Lee Oppenheimer of New Haven.
Harry Branch, president of Michigan Allied, was in town yesterday on
his way to Hastings from the Washington Allied meeting.
•
Sabu, Indian boy star, will come to
this country from England early next
month for a personal appearance tour.
•
Joe Penner will arrive Monday for
a four-weeks vacation here.

Stahl

Due

Monday

For Parley at U. A.
John Stahl, who will arrive from
the Coast on Monday, will confer the
same day with Maurice Silverstone,
United Artists chief executive, on a
producing
and distributing deal with
that
company.
Prior to his departure from the
Coast Stahl was reported to be prepared to produce about three pictures
annually for United Artists release,
on a three-year arrangement.
Decourville

Films

To Get U. S. Release
Two Albert Decourville productions, made in England, will be distributed inthe United States by major
companies.
Thebe first,
/'The here
Lambeth
Walk."
will
distributed
by M-G-M,
with release set for Jan. 26. His sec"Englishman's
will ond
be production,
distributed
by Columbia.Home,"
Ice Show Competition
Providence, Jan. 19.— With $31,000
in advance sales, the Ice Follies of
1940, playing the Rhode Island auditorium next week, promised stiff corripetition for exhibitors.
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Warners Party Hosts
Club Party Is Set
tion Picture
Herald,
Better Theatres,
national
Motion Picture
Almanac Interand
held
at
the
Hotel
New
Yorker
Feb.
9,
Warners played host yesterday at a
Columbus, O., Jan. 19. — Card party
Fame.
Entered
as
second
class
matter, Sept.
will be held Jan. 24 by the ladies of cocktail party in the Janssen Suite of 10 and 11. Simon Libros of Philathe Variety Club here. Mrs. Albert the Waldorf-Astoria. Guests of honor
1938, at the
post of"office
at 3,New
York,
delphia has been president of the as- 23,
March
1879.
Subsociation since its inception 10 years N. Y., under
scription ratestheperactyear
$6 in the
Americas
Redman is chairman of the committee were Errol Flynn, Miriam Hopkins
and
$12
foreign.
Single
copies
10c.
and William Dieterle.
in charge.
ago.
To Adjoin Theatre
Terre Haute, Ind., Jan. 19. — A petition recently filed here against the
location of a tavern next to a theatre
Sues on Program Title
Asking an injunction against the was lost by the theatre at a recent
use of the name "The Good Samari- hearing of the board at Indianapolis.
Recently the liquor board granted
tan" in a radio program, Michael
Maresca Ansaldi has filed suit against a permit for transfer of a tavern to
NBC and the Procter & Gamble Co. relocate next door to the Fountain.
The suit, which charges the use of the A. M. Kaufman, theatre owner, the
name in a program called "The Guid- owner of the building and patrons protested. The fight was carried to the
ing Light" broadcast over WEAF, also
seeks $25,000 damages.
capital and the tavern won the fight.

at home."
Roxy Votes Dividend
The board of directors of Roxy
Theatre, Inc., at its meeting yesterday declared a quarterly dividend of
37^2C per share on the outstanding
preferred stock of the corporation,
payable March 1, 1940, to stockholders
of record at the close of business on
Feb. 9, 1940.
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On Kostelanetz Program
In addition, the Andre Kostelanetz
program Feb. 2 will be dedicated to
"The Blue Bird" in which music from
the film will be featured, with the
high spot being Tony Martin's rendition of "Somewhere I'll Find My
Blue Bird." A congratulatory telegram from Shirley Temple will be
sent the night of this broadcast to be
read on the air.
The national magazine campaign includes full color advertisements in
Life, Liberty, Ladies Home Journal
and Parents Magazine, in addition to
the back cover of Scholastic. Full
page ads were also placed in the
March and April issues of all fan
magazines, appearing on the newsstands beginning March 10. Arch
Reeve is in charge of the advertising
features of the campaign.
Newspaper, Billboard Campaign
The newspaper campaign in New
York opened last Friday, 140 lines on
five columns, for the world premiere.
Art was used sparingly in the metropolitan newspaper ads. The New
York campaign is to be followed exactly for the reserved seat dates in
San Francisco and Detroit, among
others. Lineage on the New York
campaign runs approximately 2,800
lines in each metropolitan paper.
The billboard campaign includes
200 24-sheets. Large displays on highlights from the picture, tieing up with
the book, have been sent to libraries
throughout the country.
Window displays have been arranged wtih Macy's and other large
department stores in New York as
well as in Detroit and San Francisco
for the two-a-day engagements in
those cities.
Four special editions of the Materlinck book are being issued at popular
prices and will be sold in department,
drug and book stores. Dodd, Mead &
Co. is issuing two editions, and the
others are being published by Grosset
& Dunlap and Whitman Publishing
Co.

Zanuck
With

Urges
Longer

Contracts
Play

Vineland

Brand

leader, and such dependable names to adorn the marquee as Spring
TVBlueBird'
Byington, Nigel Bruce, Gale Sondergaard, Eddie Collins, Al Shean and
The national advertising, publicity Laura Hope Crews.
But this is not, as has been so often true in the past, Shirley
and exploitation campaign on "The
r**e Bird" is the largest in the his- Temple's picture. It is Maeterlinck's "The Blue Bird," brought to the
of the 20th Century-Fox organ- screen with infinite artistry.
ization, according to Charles E. McThe story must be familiar to all. Shirley is Mytyl, selfish, always
Carthy, advertising and publicity di- unhappy in her lot and always wanting more than her portion. She
rector.
Stress has been laid on radio ex- and her litle brother, Tyltyl, played by Johnny Russell, dream of a visit
ploitation, with the first important from a fairy, who sends them in search of the blue bird, symbol of
broadcast being the Christmas eve happiness and contentment. Guided by another fairy, Light, accompanied by the dog and the cat which have been transformed into animalScreen Actors' Guild program on
CBS in which Shirley Temple was
like human form, they start their dream search. Collins and Miss Sonfeatured for the first time on the air,
dergaard, asthe dog and cat, respectively, offer delightful performances.
creating nationwide interest in Darryl
In turn they visit the past, finding their dead grandparents in a flowerF. Zanuck's production of the Maurice filled garden ; Mr. and Mrs. Luxury in their ornate palace, where there
Materlinck fantasy.
is no happiness. They are lured into the woods by the cat, who seeks
Among other tieups, Johnny Rusto
have them destroyed by a forest fire. The latter scene provides the
sell, who plays opposite Shirley Temple as Tyltyl, was brought to New high spot of the picture's sound and color. Then they are led into the
York last week for a series of air future, there to find the unborn children of tomorrow.
appearances. He was featured on the
It is only upon their return to their home that they find true happiness, and the little bird in the cage at home is blue in their eyes. Her
Coast-to-Coast "We the People" program and was featured feuest on
selfishness gone, Mytyl helps her little friend, and finds her contentAdelaide Hawley's "The Woman's
ment at home.
Page," a nationwide broadcast. Last
night just before the premiere, RusRunning time, 81 minutes. "G."*
sell was on Uncle Don's show on
*"G"
denotes general classification.
WOR-Mutual.

Clause

(Continued from page 1)
dio publicity chief, and Rodney Bush,
largest negative cost in the history of
exploitation manager.
the organization, Zanuck said.
The arriving group included Gene
Fourteen films on this season's program are budgeted at a million or Markey, associate producer of "The
Blue Bird;" his wife', Hedy Lamarr,
more, he continued, and next year's and Mrs. Zanuck. A crowd of several
budgets will be comparable. "Jesse hundred persons were in the station
James" and "Alexander's Ragtime lobby awaiting the Twentieth Century
Band" were the biggest grossers the
company ever had, both doing about from Chicago. The train, which was
due shortly before 9 A. M., was more
the same business.
than two and a half hours late beNext season's program will continue
cause of the weather.
to feature historical and biographical
material, with a sprinkling of musi- War Costing $7,500,000
cals. The "Charlie Chan" and other
series films will be continued.
A Year to 20th Century-Fox
The war situation in Europe is reZanuck said that the big films have
ducing the 20th Century-Fox gross at
been given longer playing time by
first runs and a number have been the rate of $7,500,000 a year, according to Joseph M. Schenck, 20th Cenplayed as single bills, citing that "Altury-Fox board chairman. In the last
exander's Ragtime Band" was played
singly in 95 per cent of the country. few weeks the domestic gross has improved, he said.
Radio contracts of all 20th CenturySchenck said that the producers
Fox players have been purchased by
the company, except that of Don would not be averse to breaking the
Ameche, said Zanuck. While the ranks and permitting some of the
company opposes the indiscriminate companies to ask for a reduction when
air appearances of its stars, its policy the 10 per cent increase granted studio
is to make full use of radio to exploit unions last Fall comes up for arbitration Feb. 15.
selected films, said Zanuck.
However, Schenck said he did not
Air programs will continue to fea- know whether this would be possible
ture players in highlights of their
films unless production schedules pre- under the labor regulations. The
vent. As an example of the policy, he unions have agreed to rescind the increase ifthe companies can show it is
cited the "Little Old New York" ex- unwarranted.
on the "Good
gram nextploitation
Thursday
night.News" proThe company's British production
Meeting the Hollywood party at is scheduled to resume in March when
Grand Central station were Sidney R. Robert T. Kane, production executive,
Kent, 20th Century- Fox president ; will return to England, said Schenck.
If the weather is favorable, Schenck
Herman Wobber, general sales manplans_
to leave next week for Miami
ager : Spyros Skouras, head of Na- to visit
his brother, Nicholas M.
tional Theatres ; Joseph Moskowitz,
Eastern production representative ; Friday.
Schenck, president of Loew's. Otherwise he will leave for the Coast next
Charles E. McCarthy, advertising and
publicity director; Harry Brand, stu-

Attack
Writ,

It Illegal

(Continued from page 1)
hibitors would be first to place the
industry on a public utility basis and
secondly, hibitors
tointocontrol
the field.the entries of exJudge Fitzpatrick's decree, he argued, ispredicated on the business being
a
public
utility
it isn't.decree
"The decree
is awhich
mandatory
designed to regulate the picture business in Vineland," said Schnader in
attacking its constitutionality, "and is
not an injunction. The decision deprives distributors of the right to
choose its customers and under the
Sherman act, the only time when it is
not lawful to choose customers, is
when they would conspire with one
another to hurt another customer."
For an answer to the case, Schnathe jurists to read the disers. der urged
tributor contract with Warner Broth"The only thing the same in them,"
he said, "is that they all sell motion
pictures and that they all sell to
Warner Bros., but all the agreements
are so different that it is a distortion
of fact to deduct from them a nature
of conspiracy."
Denies Coercive Powers
Pointing out that while the Landis
was being built, Paramount was the
only distributor to increase the licensing of pictures for first runs at
Warner's Globe and Grand in Vineland, and that Universal gave the
Landis more first runs than to War"If Warnerners,
Bros,Schnader
has argued
coercivethat
powers
over
distributors, there is no evidence to
Schnader
further contended that
indicate
it here."
Judge Kirkpatrick's
predicated on the false decision
premise was
presented
by the plaintiff that distributors sell
to theatres and not individuals.
"It is an independently-arrived at
policy of selling," he said. "If it is a
conspiracy, then all the directors of
the distributing companies are perjuring themselves."
Injunctive,
Not Mandatory Relief
Wolf, for Warners, also charged the
decree of the lower court was unconstitutional, arguing that the anti-trust
act permits only injunctive relief and
not mandatory relief. Further he
claimed that the decree was so ambiguous and indefinite that it is impossible to enforce it.
"From the decree," he said, "you
can't tell what the distributor should
do or should not do. Anything either
side might do or not do could be a
violation of the decree. The Sherman
act says an injunction must be exact
and specific and must tell what act or
acts must be restrained. Besides, there
was no evidence of injury to the Landis that would cause a preliminary
injunction to be granted."
Senator Shapiro, in his arguments
for the Landis, went back to the days
of the Motion Picture Patent Corp.
and General Films Co. in reviewing
the structure of the motion picture industry as a monopoly. He urged the
court to "destroy that monopoly as the
courts did in 1916."
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London

Reviews
Gives

$9,000,

Denver

Lead

"The Proud
(Associated British)

Valley"

London, Jan. 5 (By Mail). — Though its material has a familiar ring —
Denver, Jan. 19. — "The Great Vic- and will recall for many "The Citadel" and "The Stars Look Down" —
tor Herbert" ran nearly 50 per cent this dramatic and emotional story of Welsh coal mining has many
above average at the Denham, and is qualities lacked by its more eminent predecessors.
being held for an extra four days at
A story of a pit which was closed because of a disaster and which
least. The snowstorm Friday hurt
is
opened again only by the resoluteness and determination of its miners
grosses, but as during the week before it helped to keep folks in town may lack invention. It does not lack conviction. Here, with Negro
over the weekend.
Paul Robeson as its central character, a pitman who gives his life to
Estimated takings for the week end- blast his pals to freedom, it has the ring of real life, with comedy and
ing Jan. 17:
tragedy, the pride of the Welsh and their music and idealism. There is
a pit disaster, too, which is not only exact in detail but compelling in its
"Four Wives" (W. B.)
ALADDIN— (1,400) (25c-40c) 7 days, 2nd dramatic force.
week. Gross: $3,500. (Average, $3,500)
"Hunchback of Notre Dame" (RKO)
Feminine appeal is strong, for the film does not gloss over the tragic
BROADWAY— (1,040) (25c-35c-40c)) 7
days, 2nd week. Gross: $2,500. (Average, role of the miner's wife and mother, or ignore the bitter pangs of unem
$2,500)
ployment and the struggle of families to live. There is music, too, with
"The Great Victor Herbert" (Para.)
DENHAM— (1,750) (25c-35c-40c) 7 days. Robeson's magnificent voice unifying the choral passages, romance, realGross: $9,000. (Average, $6,500)
ism and above all, intense human sympathy. The characters are natural.
"Destry Rides Again" (Univ.))
DENVER— (2,525) (25c-35c-40c) 7 days.
Robeson is of course the stellar name, but the part played by Edward
Gross: $11,500. (Average, $9,000)
Chapman as the singing miner who befriends him, and by a newcomer,
"Balalaika" (M-G-M)
"Reno" (RKO)
as the latter's wife, add to the personal appeal. ProORPHEUM— (2,600) (25c-35c-40c) 7 days. Rachel Thomas,
duction values are high.
Gross: $10,000. (Average, $9,000)
"A Child Is Born" (W. B.)
Running time, 77 minutes. "A."*
Aubrey Flanagan
"On Your Toes" (W. B.)
PARAMOUNT— (2,200) (25c-40c) 7 days.
Gross: $5,000.
(Average, $3,500)
*"A" denotes adult classification.
"Swanee River" (20th-Fox)
"Man They Could Not Hang" (Col.)
RIALTO— (878) (25c-40c) 7 days, "Swanee
River" 3rd week. Gross: $2,000. (Average,
$1,750)
"Spy for a Day"
( Two Cities — Paramount )
Launch

Newsreel

Featuring

Illinois

Champaign, 111., Jan. 19. — The Illinois News, a newsreel which will film
subjects in Illinois exclusively, is expected to release its initial issue about
March 1. The reel will be offered to
Illinois exhibitors, it is planned, once
a week thereafter.
Preview showings of the reel have
been held at the Telenews, Chicago,
and the Rialto here simultaneously.
An introduction and four subjects
comprised the contents.
Gordon Kamerer, former druggist
here, is producer and editor. Orlando
Lippert is handling the photography,
and Burton Holmes Films, Inc., Chicago, the laboratory work.

'That's Right' Hits
$14,000 in Detroit
Detroit, Jan. 19. — "That's Right,
You're Wrong" and "Allegheny Uprising" brought $14,000 to the Fox.
Estimated takings for the week ending Jan. 1 1 :
"Swanee River" (20th-Fox)
"Scandal Sheet" (Univ.)
ADAMS — (1,700) (15c-40c) 7 days. Gross:
$5,000. (Average, $5,000)
"Remember" (M-G-M)
"The Roaring Twenties" (W. B.)
FISHER— (2,700) (15c-55c) 7 days. Gross:
$6,000. (Average, $7,000)
"That's Right, You're Wrong" (RKO)
"Allegheny Uprising" (RKO)
FOX— (5,000) (20c-55c) 7 days. Gross:
$14,000. (Average, $12,000)
"Eternally Yours" (U. A.)
"Nick Carter, Master Detective" (M-G-M)
MICHIGAN— (4.000) (15c-65c) 7 days.
Gross: $12,000. (Average. $12,000)
"Geronimo" (Para.)
"All Women Have Secrets" (Para.)
PALMS— (3,000) (ISc-SOc) 7 days. Gross:
$7,000. (Average, $7,000)
"Balalaika" (M-G-M)
"Call on the President" (M-G-M)
UNITED ARTISTS— (2.000) (15c-40c) 7
da vs. Gross: $10,000. (Average. $10,000)

London, Jan. 5 (By Mail). — Though Yorkshire droll Duggie
Wakefield has played in films before, essaying a brief Hollywood episode, this, produced and directed by Mario Zampi, producer of "French
Without Tears," is the first serious effort to make him a film star. It
proves a by no means unsuccessful adventure, for properly handled,
Wakefield, whose face alone is the essence of fun, proves to be a natural
with a droll sense of pantomime, and a sympathetic character as well.
Audiences will take to him warmheartedly.
The comedy is a World War extravaganza about a country lad mistaken by enemy soldiery for a German spy, and then threatened
with a firing squad by his own military. The fun revolves mainly
around these misunderstandings and is often very amusing. At times
the narrative wanders astray and might still be improved with a sharp
pair of scissors, but Wakefield's encounters with a German military
council, his romantic reminiscing with the German set to shoot him,
and his inability to remember the name of a critical town, will raise
laughs here.
Though certain studio passages smack of the studio the film's production values are satisfactory and the cast — few of them known outside England — up to their tasks.
Running time, 71 minutes. "G."*
Aubrey Flanagan
*"G" denotes general classification.
Club

in Columbus
Installs

$18,000

Officers

CoLUMBusi O., Jan. 19. — C. Harry
Schreiber, RKO city manager, has
been installed as chief barker of the
local Variety Club. Others were :
Virgil Jackson and Lou Holleb, first
and second chief barkers, respectively ;
P. J. Wood, property master, and Jacob Luft, dough guy. The crew consists of Max Stearn, William S. Cunningham, Don Burrows, George Anagnost and M. J. Cullin, in addition to
William C. Pullin, retiring chief
barker, Jackson, Holleb, Wood and
Luft.
Judge Arthur Day of the Ohio Supreme Court was toastmaster at the
installation dinner and Gov. John W.
Bricker, Mayor Floyd Green and former Mayor Myron B. Gessaman were
guests of honor. Mayor Green and
Don Powers, secretary to Gov.
Bricker, were made members.

Illinois

Women

To

'Balalaika'

Philadelphia, Jan. 19. — "Balalaika" drew $18,000 at the Fox, despite strong competition .from the
weather
and takings
"Ice Follies
1940.'Y
Estimated
for theof week
en**|\
"Raffles" (U. A.)
ing Jan. 12:
ALDINE— (1,700) (32c -42c -57c -68c) 5 days,
3rd week. Gross: $7,100. (Average, $8,000)
"Judge Hardy and Son" (M-G-M)
ARCADIA— (600) (32c-42c-57c) 3rd run.
Gross: $3,400. (Average, $2,600)
"Four Wives" (W. B.)
BOYD—
(2,400)(Average,
(32c-42c-57c-68c)
Gross:
$11,700.
$13,000) 5 days.
"Destry Rides Again" (Univ.)
EARLE— (32c-42c-57c-68c). Gross: $9,100.
(Average, $14,000)
"Balalaika" (M-G-M)
FOX— (Average,
(3,000) (32c-42c-57c-68c).
Gross:
$18,000.
$13,000)
"Four Wives" (W. B.)
(1.000) (Average,
(32c-42c-57c-68c)
2nd
run.KARLTON—
Gross: $5,900.
$3,000)
"Swanee River" (20th-Fox)
(32c-42c-57c-68c)
run.KEITH'S—
Gross: (2,200)
$4,600. (Average,
$3,500) 2nd
"Hunchback of Notre Dame" (RKO)
STANLEY—
(3,700) (Average,
(32c-42c-57c-68c)
week.
Gross: $9,800.
$14,000) 2nd
"A Child Is Born" (W. B.)
STANTON—
(1,700) (32c
- 42c - 57c - 68c)
Gross:
$6,900. (Average,
$4,500)

Milwaukee
Leaders
Stage
Show, 'Lawyer'
Milwaukee, Jan. 19. — A blizzard
followed by sub-zero weather hurt
grosses with "Main Street Lawyer"
on the screen and "A Night at the
Moulin Rouge" on the stage connecting for $15,400 at the Riverside, the
only house to exceed average.
Estimated takings for the week ending Jan. 18 :
"The Amazing Mr. Williams" (Col.)
"Blondie Brings Up Baby" (Col.)
PALACE— (2,400) (25c-35c-50c) 7 days.
Gross: $3,500. (Average, $4,000)
"Main Street Lawyer" (Rep.)
RIVERSIDE— (2,700) (30c-40c-55c) 7 days.
Stage: $15,400.
"A Night
at the$6,500)
Moulin Rouge."
Gross:
(Average,
"Balalaika" (M-G-M)
"Joe(M-G-M)
and Ethel Turp Call on the President"
"The Hunchback of Notre Dame" (RKO)
STRAND— (1,400) (25c-35c-50c) 5-2 days,
split week. Gross: $1,100. (Average, $1,500)
"A ChUd Is Born" (W. B.)
"Invisible Stripes" (W. B.)
WARNER—
(25c-35c-50c)
7 days.
Gross:
$4,500. (2,400)
(Average.
$4,500)
"Swanee River" (ZOth-Fox)
"The Honeymoon Is Over" (zttth-Fox)
WISCONSIN—
(3,200) (25c-35c-50c)
7 days.
Gross:
$4,400. (Average,
$5,500)

Law

Does Not Hit Radio
Springfield, 111., Jan. 19. — The Attorney General of Illinois today ruled
that women employees of radio stations do not come within the scope of
the state women's eight-hour law.
The law, enacted in 1937, prohibits
women in certain businesses from
working more than eight hours during
any one day nor more than 48 hours
in any one week.
In holding the act does not apply to
radio stations, the Attorney General
said the average radio station cannot
be said the
to meaning
be a "place
of amusement"
within
of the
act, nor can

Alliance Closes Deal
Budd Rogers, vice-president and
general manager of Alliance Films
Corp.. has closed a franchise deal with
H. J. Peskay of the Majestic Distributing Corp. for the release of 12 Alliance features and a number of shorts
in the California territory.

'Susan and God' Stars
Joan Crawford and Fredric March
will betionco-starred
in M-G-M's
of the Broadway
stageadaptaplay,
"Susan and God." Hunt Stromberg
will
rect. produce and George Cukor di-

it be classed as "telegraph or telephone establishment" even though it
Retitle French Film
might occasionally be used as substiFrench Cinema Center, Inc., will retute for them. The opinion stated that
whatever entertainment or amusement
lease the French film, "Jardin de Murradio stations furnish is incidental to cie," in the United States under the
its business purposes,
title, "Heritage."
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Attacks

o' Gold' Program

Detroit, Jan. 21. — Co-Operative
Theatres of Michigan launched a drive
yesterday to obtain Federal intervention to eliminate "Pot o' Gold" and
other similar prize money stunts from
radio programs.
Thomas McGuire, an official of the
organization, filed a formal protest
with the Federal Communications
Commission in Washington attacking
the programs as violations of Sections
316, the anti-gambling section of the
Communications Act.
"Any program which does so much
harm as this program does to theatre
owners is not of public convenience or
necessity and should be taken off the
air," McGuire's protest said.
The theatre organization is also conducting adrive among exhibitors to
protest by letter to F.C.C. and to Congressmen against the prize money programs.
Television

Wages

Showdown

Nears

With an apparent breakdown of
peace plans between Actors Equity
and American Federation of Radio
Artists on television organization
plans, a showdown is expected tomorrow. At the Equity council meeting,
Emily Holt, A.F.R.A. executive secretary, and Kenneth Thomson, Screen
Actors Guild, are scheduled to appear
to discuss the issue.
Equity officials had believed that a
compromise had been effected last
Wednesday when A.F.R.A. delegates
to a joint committee had agreed upon
(Continued on page 9)
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Washington, Jan. 21. — December
admission tax collections totaled
$1,974,534 and, despite the fact that in
six months of the year revenues were
below the corresponding period of the
preceding year, brought the total for
1939 almost $215,000 above that of
1938, it was reported by the Bureau
of Internal Revenue.
The December collections were
shown by the bureau to have been
$143,000 under the $2,117,644 reported
for November and nearly $46,000 under the $2,020,376 returned in De(Continued on page 2)

YORK,

U.S.A., MONDAY,

Premiere
Brings

Out

of Washington

Washington, Jan. 21. — World
premiere of "Abe Lincoln in Illinois"
at the RKO Keith's here Monday
night is scheduled to give the Capitol
a generous taste of Hollywood — and
New York — showmanship.
With the two entertainment capitals
collaborating and Washington's own
celebrities ready and willing to face
the searchlights and microphones, sufficient local interest in the picture's
opening has been generated to put
seats
seats. at a premium — even balcony

JANUARY

Impartial
TEN

22, 1940

Court
'Little Foxes' Next
Film by Goldwyn
Samuel Goldwyn Saturday
purchased film rights to the
Broadway stage hit, "The
Little Foxes," and will start
production in the near future.
Lillian Hellman, author, left
for the Coast over the weekend to do the adaptation.
William Wyler will direct.
The two weeks' notice to
Goldwyn's Coast employees,
effective Feb. 3, was described
here as the usual procedure
between productions. Goldwyn
is now finishing "The West-

In the gallery will be such local
erner."
'uminaries as Secretary of Agriculture Three
GN
Officials
Henry A. Wallace, Secretary of the
Navy Charles Edison, Major General
Thomas Holcomb, Donald Richberg,
To
Testify Today
Senators Sheridan Downey and FranEarle W. Hammons, former presicis T. Maloney, and numerous repredent of Grand National Pictures ;
sentatives, diplomats and local society
figures.
Harold Saxe, comptroller, and Norman C. Nicholson, general counsel,
The event is sponsored by the Newswill take the stand today before
paper Women's Club of Washington,
with Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt as pat- Referee Peter B. Olney, Jr., to testify
roness. Raymond Massey, star of the on the company operations before lifilm ; Ruth Gordon, Mary Howard quidation.
and John Cromwell will supply the
At a creditors' hearing Friday
professional glamour, and Max Gor- George Blake, secretary and director
don and Harry Goetz, the producers, of G.N., was questioned about two
will represent Broadway and Holly- chattel mortgages on Western studio
wood.
equipment given to the National City
Bank for a loan of $25,000. Blake
A. W. (Continued
Smith, RKO
sales
execuon page 2)
also described the basis of computing
G.N.'s trade names and reissue rights
at a valuation of $1,068,922.
Philadelphia Film
Producers have secured the return
of seven films from G.N., it was
Men in Neely Split
learned. A number of other producPhiladelphia, Jan. 21. — The two
ers have filed applications for immedilocal exhibitor organizations are dividate return of their pictures.
ed on the Neely bill.
The United Motion Picture Theatre
Owners of Eastern Pennsylvania, Pay Tribute to Duffy
Southern New Jersey and Delaware,
At Noon Wednesday
at a meeting Friday, went on record
Memory of Father Francis Duffy,
against the bill and urged that members write their Congressmen to vote chaplain of the old 69th Regiment,
against the measure when it comes up will be honored Wednesday noon at a
ceremony in front of the Duffy statue
for passage.
The Allied Independent Theatre in Times Square, as part of the RegiOwners of Eastern Pennsylvania, in
ment's reunion. At the Waldorf-Asline with Allied's national policy, has
toria dinner that evening, Warners'
passed a resolution in favor of the "The Fighting 69th" will be screened.
Neely bill.
James
Cagney
Patpresent
O'Brien,at
stars
of the
film, and
will be
the ceremony, which will be broadcast
Writers Vote Jan. 29
over the CBS network bv Kate Smith,
participate. Hollywood newsOn Neely Bill Stand who will
paper men, arriving by plane from the
Hollywood, Jan. 21. — Abram MyCoast,Col.
alsoWilliam
will be J.present.
O'Brien
ers, general counsel for Allied States, and
Donovan
will
and a representative of the Hays of- speak on a CBS network tomorrow
fice have been invited to speak on the from 9 to 9:30 P.M.
Neely bill at a mass meeting of the
Will H. Hays, president of the
Screen Writers Guild Jan. 29 at the M.P.P.D.A., will be one of the guests
Hollywood Roosevelt Hotel. The at the Wednesday evening dinner.
Guild will take a ballot on the Neely
Cagney, O'Brien and Jack L. Warbill at this meeting.
ner, vice-president, arrive today.

Spurs
Expan

CENTS

Victory

Schine
sion

Aim

Early Date for Anti-Trust
Suit Is Probable
Buffalo, Jan. 21. — Having scored
an important Federal Court victory
against the government in its anti-trusfc
action, the Schine circuit intends to
proceed with its expansion program
despite the displeasure of the Department of Justice, it was indicated over
the week-end.
Federal Judge John Knight, one of
the most thorough and exacting U. S.
magistrates in the East, last week used
several thousand words to explain
why the Department of Justice should
not be permitted to assume guilt before it is proven.
Judge Knight rejected the Government's request for an injunction to
prevent the Schine circuit and distributors from acquiring new theatres
while the anti-trust suit is pending.
Major companies have been reported
pledged to the Government not to enlarge their operations before the trust
suits come to trial.
It istrustprobable
local antitrial date that
will the
be determined
within the next few weeks.
In refusing to clamc down on Schine
activities before the trial begins, Judge
Knight reviewed a score of decisions
in this and other districts in which
questions of a similar parallel were
at stake.
denial
in Schine's demand
for a
newOne bill
of particulars
found Judge
Knight declaring the paragraph in
question does not allege that Schine
defendants are engaged in interstate
commerce.
Judging

of Quigley

Awards
Set Jan. 30
The sixth annual judging for the
Quigley Awards conducted by ManHerald agers'
willRoundbeTable
held of
on Motion
Jan. 30,Picture
at the
Hotel Astor. Invitations have been
forwarded by A-Mike Vogel, chairman, to members of the Judging Committee to participate in the voting for
the Silver and Bronze Grand Awards.
Winners are to be selected from
among the entrants making the best
records in the 1939 competitions.
Presentation of the Grand Awards
will take place in Hollywood late in
February or early in March. The
theatremen chosen for the year's top
honors
will beon guests
of and
Managers'
Round Table
the trip
during
their stay in Hollywood.
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Hollywood, Jan. 21. — Gov. Culbert
L. Olson of California has accepted
an invitation to attend the dinner being given Jan. 24 by members of the
Rainbow Division at the Biltmore Hotel, Los Angeles, when Warners' "The
Fighting 69th" will be screened. . . .
Dale Van Every, who produced "Dr.
Cyclops," eerie color picture for Paramount, is working on "The Purple
Cloud," for" early production. It is a
story, written by English novelist M.
T. Shiel about 1900, of a civilization
underground.
Patric Knowles has been given a
term contract at RKO. . . . Complete
cast of RKO's "Curtain Call" has
been set as Barbara Read, Helen Vinson, John Archer, Alan Mowbray,
Donald MacBride, Frank Faylen,
Tommy Kelly, Ann Shoemaker, Ralph
Forbes, Dick Hogan and Norman
Mayes. The picture marks the production debut of Howard Benedict.
Frank Woodruff makes his bow as a
film director on the film. . . . Jane
Clayton, one of the hits of the current Theatre Alliance show "Meet the
People" in Hollywood, has been given
a term contract by Warners.
Philly Musicians
To Get Strike Aid
Philadelphia, Jan. 21. — Strong
financial support will be contributed
by the American Federation of Musicians to the local Musicians union,
Local 77, in its strike against Warner
Bros, houses.
Word to this effect was received
here yesterday from Miami, where
Anthony Tomei, Frank Liuzzi and
A. Rex Riccardi, past president, president and secretary, of the local, respectively, flew last week to confer
with Joseph Weber, national president.
Publicists

Picture

Expect

Critics

9

Quotes

.

.

"JUDGE HARDY AND SON" (M-G-M)
Latest in the deservedly popular Hardy Family series, "Judge
Hardy and Son," has the same humorous and down-to-earth appeal
as its predecessors. — Rose Pelswick, N. Y., Journal and American.
The Hardy pictures continue to be the best of the series films.
This is not the best of the Hardy pictures. . . . The Hardys draw
heavily on the improbable. . . . They are still nice people to meet
again. — Eileen Creelman, N. Y. Sun.
"Judge Hardy and Son" is produced with the same qualities,
good taste, homey humor and naturalness that have prevailed in this
series. — Wanda Hale, N. Y. Daily News.
It's a touching family occasion. . . . Everybody, of course, gives
a beautiful performance. — N. Y. Times.
Although this is not the best of the Hardy series, Mickey Rooney,
Lewis Stone and the Hardy formula, which is strictly adhered to,
all add up to make it a good picture. — Lee Mortimer, N. Y. Mirror.
The Hardys turn serious in "Judge Hardy and Son," and tragedy
almost cracks down on the happy family. ... A little more humor
would have helped, but essentially it has the forthright, homey
quality that the average film fan has come to delight in. — Robert
W. Dana, N. Y. Herald Tribune.
"REMEMBER
THE NIGHT" (Paramount)
Slick performances by Barbara Stanwyck and Fred MacMurray
and a script that's written and directed with genuine humor and
warmth, make this an immensely likeable piece. — Rose Pelswick,
N. Y. Journal and American.
"Remember the Night" is fresh, is brightened with good lines and
situations and the performances stand up to the script. — Archer
Winston, N. Y. Post.
Withoutas to
unlikely
story as you surprise
could ask,
"Remember
the a Night"
turns
be thea pleasantest
offered
for quite
while.
. . . A light comedy that gradually develops into believable and
moving drama. — Eileen Creelman, N. Y. Sun.
It is sticky, syrupy, sentimental stuff, but it is played and directed
with such charm that it becomes glowing and heart-warming
instead of sickening entertainment. — William Boehnel, N. Y.
World-Telegram.
"Remember the Night" is the real curtain-raiser of 1940. It is a
memorable film, in title and in quality, blessed with an honest
script, good direction and sound performances. — Frank Nugent,
N. Y. Times.
"Remember the Night" is the surprise package of the new film
year. . . . Something out of the ordinary run of films. Neither Barbara Stanwyck nor Fred MacMurray has ever given a better performance.— Kate Cameron, N. Y. Daily News.
A sure-fire hit. . . . Barbara Stanwyck at her magnificent best.
. . . The action is consistently fast. — Lee Mortimer, N. Y. Mirror.
Familiar material has received a fresh and beguiling outline in
"Remember the Night." . . . An entertaining compromise between
realism and nonsense. — Howard Barnes, N. Y. Herald-Tribune.
An excellent cast and Mitchell Leisen's direction make this a
moving and quietly humorous drama. — Newsweek.

Pact During Week
Hollywood, Jan. 21. — Committees
of the Screen Publicists Guild and
producers met over the weekend to
study further clauses of the bargaining contract which in some phases has 'Balalaika* Scores
been rejected by leaders of the pub$6,600 Omaha
Lead
licity men. Producers' attorneys had
drafted a pact, but William Edward,
Omaha, Jan. 21. — "Balalaika" pulled
president of the Screen Writers Guild, $6,600 at the Omaha with general theatre business slow.
said certain clauses did not conform
with expectations. An agreement over
Estimated takings for the week endthe final form is considered likely this
ing Jan. 17-18 :
week.
"Flying Deuces" (RKO)
"Meet Dr. Christian" (RKO)
BRANDEIS— (1,200) (25c-35c-40c) 7 days.
Gross: $3,100. (Average, $4,000)
Elite of Washington
"Balalaika" (M-G-M)
"Joe (M-G-M)
and Ethel Turp Call on the President"
To (Continued
'Lincoln'
Tonight
from page
1)
OMAHA— (2,200) (25c-40c) 7 days. Gross:
tive, and S. Barret McCormick, ad- $6,600. (Average, $6,000)
vertising and publicity director, will "Charlie McCarthy, Detective" (Univ.)
Kid and the Lady" (20th-Fox)
represent the company. Trade paper "Cisco
ORPHEUM— (3,000) (25c-40c) 7 days.
Gross:
$7,100. (Average, $7,600)
representatives and newspaper critics
will attend. A special broadcast over
the N.B.C. Blue network will be
staged from the lobby of the theatre.
Lubitsch, Dieterle
SCRATCHES
On Film Can Be Removed Only by
AMERICAN RECONO. INC.
245 W. 55th St.. New York. N. Y.
Negative — Positive —
Color Film Rejuvenated

.

Confer With Mayor
Ernst Lubitsch and William Dieterle
conferred with Mayor LaGuardia at
City Hall on Friday.
The Mayor described the visit as
"merely social," but the film men said
there had been an exchange of views
on Eastern production. Both declined
to elaborate on the statement.

Favors

Lotteries

Operated by State
Albany, Jan. 21. — Assemblyman
Aaron Goldstein, who introduced the
Bingo bill in the N. Y. state legislature, today proposed an amendment to
the State Constitution to permit state
operation of lotteries for a long range
health program.
Senator Thomas Desmond today
introduced a new bill for the regulation of outdoor advertising, and Senator Perry of New York offered a
measure intended to stop the unlicensed recordings of artists from radio
broadcasts, made without their knowledge. The bill passed the Senate last
year, but was killed in the Assembly.
Give

Boston

Testimony

Boston, Jan. 21. — Thomas Donaldson of the Metro Division in Connecticut and formerly with the Boston
group, John Dervin of United Artists
in Boston, and Richard Dobbyn of the
Maine and New Hampshires Theatres
testified Friday in a short session of
the master's hearing of the Morse &
Rothenberg anti-trust suit against the
film companies.

Will

Learn

Art of Producing
Rudy Vallee, who recently joined
Republic as associate producer, will
spend three months at the studio becoming familiar with production before getting his first assignment, according to the home office.
Vallee tentatively is scheduled to
produce "Hit Parade" with Frances
Langford, starting April 15, and he
may appear in the film as well, k I,
The studio has decided on
Seton as the name of its new western
star, and a cowboy actor to assume
the name is being sought. The Bob
Seton series will include six pictures.
Three series of westerns of eight films
each have already been announced for
the current season.
Work on "Dark Command," big
budget film, is scheduled for resumption Feb. 1, by which time it is expected Claire Trevor, who has the
lead with John Wayne, will have recovered from her illness.
"Lady From New Orleans" is set
to go in work early in March. Leads
are being sought for "The Oomph
Girl and the Cowboy."
939 Admission
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Yield Exceeds '38
cember, 1938, but nevertheless were
the second highest for any month in
the year, and brought the 1939 total
to $19,876,312 as compared with
$19,661,337 for 1938.
There was a wide range in monthto-month receipts, the April total of
$1,384,722 being the highest for any
month after January, 1938, while the
November total was the highest for
any month after December, 1937.
Figures of collections for 1939, by
months, as compared with 1938, are
shown in the following table:
1939 193*
January
$1,564,134 $1,353,415
February
1,503,127 1,659,640
March
1,606,996 1,773,075
April
1,384,721 1,541,517
May
1,605,987 1,394,659
Tune
1,491,260 1,624,453
July
1,534,249 1,618,813
August
1,513,468 1,425,062
September
1,852,256 1,668,827
October
1,727,931 1,596,367
November
2,117,644 1,985,127
December
1,974,534 2,020,376
Cameo Fights Censors
The Cameo Theatre has obtained an
injunction restraining the State Board
of Censors from interfering with the
showing of the Hungarian film, "Life
on the Hortobagy." A hearing is
scheduled Friday in Supreme Court.
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Wometco Shifts Managers
Miami, Jan. 21.— The Surf Theatre,
r-^Hitly taken over by the Wometco
, dCfjt, will open shortly with Harvey
Fleischman, former manager of the
Cameo, as manager. Other shifts in
Wometco personnel include : Stanley
Stern, former manager of the Miami,
to manager of the Cameo ; Mark
Chartrand, former manager of the
Mayfair, to manager of the Miami ;
Earl Potter, former assistant manager
of the Miami, to manager of the Mayfair, and J. C. Faircloth, former assistant manager of the Tower, to assistant manager of the Miami.
Open Theatre on Beach
St. Petersburg, Fla., Jan. 21. — The
$50,000 Beach Theatre, first playhouse
on the beaches, has been opened here.
F. L. Alig, Jr., president of Beach
Amusements, Inc., has been named
manager.
Plans Kansas House
Kansas City, Jan. 21. — A new
$20,000, 400-seat theatre will be constructed atBurlington, Kan., by Warren Weber, western Kansas exhibitor,
and A. J. Simmons, formerly exhibitor
at Lamar, Mo.
Mednikow N. S. S. Salesman
Chicago, Jan. 21. — John Mednikow,
formerly with Trailer-Made, has been
named a city salesman for National
Screen Service instead of sales manager, as previously reported.
Open in Evansville, Ind.
Evansville, Ind., Jan. 21. — Fine
Brothers have opened the Columbia,
another Premier Neighborhood house.
It seats 650.

"Congo Maisie
(M-G-M)
Hollywood, Jan. 21. — Exhibitor comment hailed "Maisie," an M-G-M
picture, as a "sleeper" hit, so the studio again presents Ann Sothern,
who played the title role, in another picture depicting further the adventures of an ex-vaudeville performer. This time, the locale, which
in the first picture was a Wyoming dude ranch, is on the West Coast
of Africa.
Taken from the book, "Congo Landing," by Wilson Collison, the
screenplay by Mary C. McCall, Jr., is patterned to give the curvaceous
Miss Sothern ample opportunity to display her talents, histrionic and
otherwise.
The story is good, if not altogether spotless, fun. "Maisie," stranded
in a coast town, stows away on a river boat bound for the interior.
Having been refused help by the other passenger, a doctor who gave
up his profession to raise rubber, she spurns the rough advances of
the captain. Following an accident to the ship, "Maisie" and the doctor, played by John Carroll, trek to a jungle medical station manned
by Shepperd Strudwick. After Carroll flirts with Strudwick's wife
(Rita Johnson), the climax comes when natives, aroused by a witch
doctor, attack the post. "Maisie," dressed in a vaudeville costume,
routs the natives with tricks of magic and chanting the "St. Louis Blues"
while swaying sinuously. Carroll returns to medicine and the understanding isthat "Maisie" will wed him.
J. Walter Ruben produced the picture and Henry C. Potter directed.
Running time, 70 minutes. "A."*
"The
(RKO)

Saint's

Double

Vance King

Trouble"

Hollywood, Jan. 21. — Continuing the screen adventures of the character created by Leslie Charteris in his "Saint" mystery books, "The
Saint's Double Trouble" places George Sanders in the dual role of the
detective and a diamond smuggling murderer.
The complexities of the plot are at times detrimental to the actionful
suspense upon which the success of the series rests, although the screenplay by Ben Holmes provides many moments of audience excitement.
As produced by Cliff Reid, with Lee Marcus as executive producer,
the picture is appropriate for those situations already proved receptive
to the characters it portrays.
Jack Hively's direction keeps the two main roles in constant flux as
a means of maintaining an even key of audience reaction. Helene
Whitney, as the romantic interest, Jonathan Hale, as a detective and
admirer of the "Saint," and Bela Lugosi as the partner of the murderer, contribute to the picture with understanding performances.

Subject
Reviews

"Mighty Hunters"
(Schlesinger- Vitaphone )
Using, for the first time, oil instead
of water color backgrounds, this first
of the Schlesinger cartoons based on
James Swinnerton's "Canyon Kiddies"
has the universal appeal of the blandly satirical. Depicting a day in the
life of
"Kiddies,"
familiar they
to readers ofthe
Good
Housekeeping,
are
shown here as they take to the hunt,
with results primarily amusing. A
saucy chipmunk, a bear hungry for a
candy stick and a stubborn burro all
contribute to the audience entertainment of the hunt, while the musical
background is of a piece with the excellence of the animation, with such
pieces as Ferde Grofe's "Grand Canyon Suite" used by the Vitaphone
Symphony Orchestra. The subject
should do much to enhance the already established popularity of the
"Merrie Melodie" series. Running
time, 8 mins.
"Pound Foolish"
(M-G-M)
"Pound Foolish" is another strikingaddition to the timely "Crime Does
Not Pay" series. Based on the recent
smuggling scandals involving many
prominent
describes thepersonages,
methods usedthis
to reel
smuggle
and sell
including
ver,
Varconi,
a tense
mins.

jewels. An excellent cast,
Neil Hamilton, Lynne CarGertrude Michael and Victor
carries the story through to
finish. Running time, 20

"Frankie

Masters

and

(Paramount)
Frankie Masters and Orchestra
go through
their routine smoothly to
Orchestra"
Build Cincinnati Drive-In
*"G" denotes general classification.
add another subject to the Paramount
Headliner series. Addicts of the popuCincinnati, Jan. 21. — Midwest
lar dance and radio bands undoubtedDrive-In Theatres, Inc., Boston,
shortly will start work on the first
ly will find this one as acceptable as
tor"
Opera
the
Motel
its predecessors in the series, albeit
drive-in theatre in this area, to be (Cinema Service)
the
uninitiated may find it difficult to
built on a 14-acre suburban tract, at
Based on Yiddish stage play of the same name, "Motel the Operator"
a cost of between $50,000 and $60,000. should have considerable appeal in neighborhood houses which play to distinguish one from another. Marian
Francis assists vocally. Running time,
There will be accommodations for 500
Yiddish-speaking audiences. Although frequently brightened by touches 11 mins.
automobiles.
of homely humor, the story is a tragic tale of heartbreak and parental
sacrifice.
Salesmen Change Places
Chaim Tauber, who wrote the play and its screen adaptation, is cast
Loew's Action Settled
Omaha, Jan. 21. — Daniel Matin, in the title role of Motel. During a strike against sweatshop conditions
Stipulation settling the suit of the
RKO salesman here, has been trans- before the war, Motel is injured. Upon his return to his home, he finds Convent Theatre Corp. and the Dorferred to the Des Moines branch, that his wife has committed suicide and that his son Jackie has been
Amusement
against
changing places with E. E. GruenInc.,set has
been Corp.
filed.
The Loew's,
action,
adopted. The supervisor of the orphanage, in a plot to blackmail the which had been filed the same day,
berg.
foster parents, induces Motel to aid him.
had asked for an order directing
Motel discovers that Jackie is his own son and kills the supervisor.
Close for RCA Equipment
Loew's to comply with an alleged exhibition contract with the plaintiff
The following theatres have closed In turn, the son (Seymour Rechtzeit), now a lawyer, successfully defends Motel. The latter promises the foster parents not to reveal the theatre owners, by delivering the film
for the installation of RCA Photophone sound equipment : Grand at relationship. Highlighting the film is a wedding ceremony sequence "Goodbye, Mr. Chips" for exhibition.
Bluffton, the Hines at Portland and conducted by Cantor Leible Waldman, which should prove popular. Loew's had refused delivery because
of an unpaid balance for other films.
the Centennial, Warsaw, all in InRunning
time,
80
minutes.
"A."*
Edward
Greif
diana Cine
;
Roma, New York ; New,
O'Brien on Latin Tour
Madawaska, Me. ; Lyric, Clearfield,
*"A" denotes adult classification.
Pa. ; Metro, Schenectady, N. Y. ;
Hollywood, Jan. 21. —George
Clair, Albany, Ga., and Laurel,
O'Brien, RKO outdoor star, is on a
Johnstown, Pa.
DeMille Casts Cooper
combined Central and South AmeriHeads New Syndicate
can pleasure and personal appearance
Hollywood, Jan. 21. — Gary Cooper
Open New Atlanta House
women's
former
y,
Doughert
has
been
set
by
Cecil
D.
DeMille
for
Mary
tour.
He will visit Colombia, Ecuaeditor of the New York Joumvaldor, Peru, Chile and Argentina. On
Atlanta, Jan. 21.— The Plaza, a American, now heads her own syndi- a leading role in "Northwest Mounted
new Lucas & Jenkins house, has been
cate for women features, the Doug- Police." Already cast are Joel Mc- his return trip O'Brien will make personal appearances in Buenos Aires
Madeleine Carroll and Robert
opened in the newly developed Briarherty Syndicate, Inc., with offices in Crea,
Preston.
and Rio de Janeiro.
cliff trading center.
the Paramount Building.
Running time, 65 minutes.
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Motion

$900,000
Into

By JAMES

in

Daily

1939

LOCKHART

Mexico City, Jan. 21. — Mexico's
picture industry attracted an investment of $900,000 during 1939, the
highest outlay for any year in some
time. Most of the money was spent
for production and new theatres.
Examination with a view to making
desired modifications is being made
by the local municipal Government of
regulations governing theatres, supervision of pictures and other paid public entertainments. Some of these regulations have been in effect for 25
years.

Hollywood
Adventure
(Paramount)

Review

in Diamonds

Hollywood, Jan. 21. — A melodrama based on the activities of diamond thieves in South Africa, Paramount's "Adventure in Diamonds"
presents George Brent as an army officer who helps Scotland Yard
capture the thieves, with the aid of Isa Miranda, a regenerated criminal. Supporting players include John Loder, Nigel Bruce, Elizabeth
Patterson, Ernest Truex and E. E. Clive.
The picture, directed by George Fitzmaurice, has two extremely interesting sequences, one showing the mining of diamonds in Kimberley
and
the other
presenting
ostriches
pulling
sulkies. for the first time on the screen a~ race between
Leonard Lee and Frank Schulz wrote the screenplay based on a story
by Frank O'Connor.
The A. M. Botsford production mildly entertained the preview
audience, high point of the comedy being the ostrich race. Miss Miranda,
falling in love with Brent, agrees after imprisonment to aid in the capture of diamond smugglers. After a ruse, they become involved with the
criminals and are exposed finally, but help arrives in the nick of time.

Asserting that the domestic picture
industry is in such a precarious poRunning time, 74 minutes. "G."*
Vance King
sition because of the sharp slump in
production that many of its workers
*"G" denotes general classification.'
face unemployment, the Cinematographic and Allied Workers' Union
has petitioned President Lazaro Cardenas to act toward remedying the sitExhibitor
Must
uation. Production last year was but Alaskan
43 pictures. The petition declares that
up to now the Government has done
nothing appreciable for the picture
industry.
Have
7 -Month
Film
Supply
It is no longer obligatory for exhibitors throughout Mexico to show at
least three Mexican-made features a
month, as the Senate passed a bill
killing the Presidential measure
making this demand. Numerous protests from exhibitors prompted the
Senate action.
A special hospital for film workers
has been established here by the National Cinematographic and Allied
Workers' Union.
Colombia and Peru have forbidden
exhibition of the Mexican picture,
"El Indio" ("The Indian"), on the
ground that it is Communistic.
Use 2-for-l Coupons
Despite Wichita Pact
Wichita, Kan., Jan. 21. — Harold
Gibbons of the New Theatre here has
started using two-for-one coupons,
but the practice is not expected by
Wichita exhibitors to cause any complications inthe functioning of their
fair practice code, adopted in December and signed by all exhibitors.
Gibbons has indicated that he will
accept the penalty of being set back
one year after first run on pictures in
connection with which he offers an
admission reduction under his regular
15-cent price. The question has arisen
as to whether or not film companies
will permit Gibbons to pick out poorer
films for his bargains and retain his
regular spot with regular admission
on top films.
Variety Club Sets Party
Pittsburgh, Jan. 21. — The local
Variety Club will stage a housewarming party the end of February
to celebrate the opening of its new
quarters at the William Penn Hotel.
A new bulletin is being issued, with
James M. Totman, assistant publicity
director of Warner Tri-State theatres as editor.
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Canada

Put

Mexican

Trade

Picture

Hollywood, Jan. 21. — There arrived
in Hollywood last week an exhibitor
who must have 125 features and 300
short subjects stacked in the vaults of
his house by Sept. 27 or face the
wrath of an irate community.
He is C. H. Code, who operates the
only theatre in Nome, Alaska, and this
is his first trip to Hollywood.
Code, an exhibitor since 1912, must
have the films there by Sept. 27, date
of the arrival of the last boat for the
year, for the harbor is blocked for the
following seven months by ice.
If the film is not there, delivery is
impossible and the theatre will have
no product for the seven months except that which is delivered by plane
under extremely difficult and expensive conditions.
On the first boat from Nome in
the Spring, the films are returned to
the Seattle exchange, after unloading
new product for the Summer months.
Indications of how Nome residents
like their film fare appeared several
years ago when his theatre burned to
the ground. Promised that a new theatre would be erected in less than two
months, some of the residents pitched
in to lend a hand in building it.
When it looked as though the promise would not be kept, the rest of the
town's inhabitants lent a hand, but
threatened that they would tear the
whole thing down if it were not completed by the time set.
, , The .exhibitor-, however, managed to
keep the promise and on opening night
the patrons sat on benches held together byfar too few bolts. None collapsed, though, he said.
Here with Mrs. Code, the showman
is visiting a niece, Mrs. Edith Pearcy
of Monrovia.

Film,

Extending
Air

War

Use

Montreal, Jan. 21. — Films, radio
and newspapers will be used to a
greater extent by the Canadian Government to inform the Canadian people of their war effort, the tasks which
lies before them and the need for a
lasting peace at the end of this war,
according to W. D. Euler, Minister
of Trade and Commerce.
Prime Minister Mackenzie King i
fully behind the move. Creative work
has been done under the auspices— of
the National Film Board. Contributions to the war cause have been made
in such
films
as "Call the
to amoving
Nation,"of
and
those
recording
Canadian troops.
The press and radio are being used,
and presumably will be used to a
greater extent in the future. A sample
of propaganda work on the radio is
given in two programs to be heard
shortly. Tomorrow, the CBC networks will carry a program, "London
After Dark," the first of a special
series "With the Troops in England."
Another program will be the story of
Canada's Air Force, which will be told
Jan. 26. An hour is being devoted to
telling of the training of Canada's
"war birds," as they pass through various stages of instruction.
AGVA
In

to Organize
Frisco

Feb.

20

San Francisco, Jan. 21. — Organization of the local chapter of the
American Guild of Variety Artists
"Residents of Nome, who are shut
off from all physical contact with the will be effected Feb. 20, with election of officers, according to acting
outside world for seven months each
secretary
Vic Connors. The guild sucyear except by plane, like all kinds of
ceeds the American Federation of
pictures," he said. "They are especially Actors, which lost its AFL charter to
fond of Bill Boyd westerns. I can't the new organization.
Members of the nominating comgetLast
enough
them."promised residents
year,ofCode
mittee are Lou Ashe, Don Francisco,
he would have a print of "Snow White Catherine Toomay, Jimmie Harvey,
and the Seven Dwarfs" by a certain Vincent Avery, Buddy Bowen, Joe
time. When the picture couldn't be Johnson, Will Aubrey and Don
sent by boat, it had to be shipped there Santos.
and returned by plane to Seattle.
Code is an extraordinary exhibitor.
Art Elects
He doesn't have to worry about his Modern
programs ; he can bill them seven
Museum
Trustees
months in advance, provided, of course,
the last boat to Nome makes it. He
Henry Robinson Luce, chairman of
doesn't have to worry about competi- the board of Time, Inc. ; Mrs. John
tion ;he has the only theatre in the S. Parkinson, Jr., Alfred H. Barr,
town.
Jr., and John E. Abbott have been
And he can figure out, he said, his elected to the board of trustees of the
grosses for any month in the year Museum of Modern Art. Abbott was
ahead of time, for he knows approxi- one
Filmof Library.
the organizers of the Museum's
mately how many persons will be
traveling through the community on
Douglas L. Baxter, former art director for 20th Century-Fox, has been
their way from or to the gold fields or
trap lines at any given time.
appointed assistant to the executive
He plays a single bill policy, with vice-president of the Museum. Alistair
three changes a week.
Cooke, former film critic for the British Broadcasting Corp., has been
named
assistant to the curator of the
Film Library.
New Wilmington Law
To Permit
Standing
Wilmington, Del., Jan. 21.— The
News Competition
City Council has passed new fire prevention ordinance revamped to permit
Chicago, Jan. 21. — All Loop
standing in the rear of theatres,
theatres have placed emphasis on their newsreels in
banned in the original bill. Theatre
ads and lobby displays since
managers' objections delayed passage
for months.
the Telenews opened and they
"Catherine the Great," in his Alaskan
theatre.

The new ordinance orders two
square feet of floor space per person.
Having exhibited Paramount pictures since 1912, he visited the studio Clear passageways are required at all
for the first time this week. He dis- assemblages. Obstructions at doors
closed to an amazed audience on the and auto parking in front of theatres
barred. Passageways must be
'The Woman from Hell" set that he are
maintained on sidewalks.
screened Adolph Zukor's first film,

are also playing the short
subjects featured at the Telenews, day and date, in many
instances. The Telenews is
Chicago's only newsreel
house.
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Tips

on

Exploitation
Seek 'Scarlet O'Hara'
For Charlotte Party
Charlotte, N. C, Jan. 21. — In cooperation with the Carolina Theatre,
the Charlotte Observer is seeking a
local "Scarlett O'Hara" for the "Gone
T^With the Wind" ball to be held at the
'^-lotel Charlotte Jan. 26 and for the
opening of the picture here Jan. 29.
The winner will be announced the
morning of the grand ball. The Charlotte "Scarlett O'Hara" must measure
up to as nearly as possible the measurements of Vivien Leigh.
Foster Celebration
Plugs 'Swanee River'
Camden, N. J., Jan. 21. — For the
showing of "Swanee River" at the
Savar, the house joined with WCAM
here to dedicate the week to the memory of Stephen Foster, marking the
76th anniversary of the death of the
composer. Mayor George E. Brunner
officially proclaimed the observance
and all week the station will present
daily a series of programs highlighting Foster's melodies.
Seek Indian Fighters
To Boost 'Geronimo'
Kansas City, Jan. 21. — In advance
of the showing of "Geronimo," Jerry
Zigmond of the Newman here ran a
personal advertisement in the Star,
asking that any person active in fighting against the famed Indian make
himself known. A special showing is
planned for them.
Repeated Ad Wording
Used on 'Mr. Williams'
Milwaukee, Jan. 21. — Fox's Palace
here used a newspaper ad layout to
plug "The Amazing Mr. Williams"
and "Blondie Brings Up the Baby,"
with the same copy shown on either
side of the ad's center line. The caption read : "This all-comedy show . . .
so good we had to tell you about it
twice !"

Motion

Seal

Films

Los

Angeles

Picture

to Escape
Censor

Los Angeles, Jan. 21. — City councilmen, who voted 10 to 4 to order
preparation of an ordinance giving the
Police Commission censorship authority over films and stage plays, over
the week-end indicated that all pictures
having the production code administration seal would not be included in

9

Daily

1st Negro
Company

Newsreel
Organized

Chicago,
21. — America's
first
Negro Jan.
newsreel
company
was organized here this week.
Dwight L. Jones, president of
Pioneer National Newsreel,
said this company will service
1,000 theatres catering to
Negroes or mixed audiences.
A reel will be issued every 30
days. The initial reel has been
completed. The new service
starts Feb. 1.

the ersprovince
of the isCommission's
powif the measure
passed.
Norris J. Nelson, councilman from
the Hollywood district who introduced
the resolution asking for an ordinance
which would authorize the Police
Commission to close theatres having Testimony
at Odds,
"lewd or immoral" film or stage presentations, brought the issue before the FCC
to See Latest
Council again Friday.
Nelson withdrew the original plan
Devices
and said he would substitute this week Television
a resolution along the same lines, but
Washington, Jan. 21. — F.C.C. offiexcluding all films having the production code seal.
cials over the week-end arranged for
visits to several television laboratories
to see demonstrations of new developments in transmission and reception as
Lens Film Boosts
discussed during a week of hearings
on new television regulations.
The demonstrations were requested
Screen
Brilliancy
Friday by Chairman James L. Fly in
Invention of a metallic film, applied order that the Commission might estimate the current position of the industo projection lenses and increasing
try in evaluating the conflicting claims
screen brilliance by more than 15 per
regarding the adequacy of the RMA
cent, was announced over the week- standards around which most of the
end at Rochester by Bausch and Lomb testimony and examination revolved.
Optical Co.
Rochester projectionists who tested
this "revolutionary event in optics," F.C.C. Distributes
reported a "marked improvement in
1939 Report Forms
image contrast and increased sharpness of focus," the company said.
Washington, Jan. 21. — The FedThe metallic coating which covers
eral Communications Commission has
the projection lenses is four-millionths begun the distribution to broadcasters
of an inch thick.
of the forms on which they must make
Loew's theatres in Rochester have financial reports for 1939 and which
ordered 25 new lenses to increase the must
be filed not later than April 15.
screen brilliance for "Gone With the
It was pointed out by commission
ind" showings, it was announced.
officials that the schedules are fewer
ing.number than for 1938 and are acin
companied bydetailed instructions deTelevision Wages
signed to simplify the task of report-

Showdown
Nears
{Continued from p-acte 1)
Seeing Film Alone
immediate negotiations for television
'Dr. Jekyl' Stunt
wage standards in return for a conKenosha, Wis., Jan. 21. — The Kecession by Equity that A.F.R.A. and
nosha here exploited "Dr. Jekyl and S.A.G. could participate in the conferences. However, the A.F.R.A. board
Mr. first
Hyde"
by offering
pay theatre
$5 to
the
woman
to sit into the
refused to accept the agreement and
all alone with all the lights out at 12 failed to adopt a proposed basis for
midnight to see the picture.
negotiations. Mrs. Holt refused to
disclose tothe
failure
takereasons
action. for the board's
17 Girls to Attend
Thomson has indicated that he will
'Seventeen' Preview
Seventeen of the prettiest and most back Equity on the issue of immediate
popular 17-year-old girls from 17 cities negotiations as against A.F.R.A.'s
of the United States will go to Holly- stand that they should be delayed until next Fall. However, Thomson
wood Feb. 15 to attend a press prehas also stated that his group would
view of Paramount's "Seventeen,"
from the Booth Tarkington story. The refuse to recognize Equity's television
girls will be guests of Paramount for jurisdiction if a vote were taken at
the trip, with Jackie Cooper and Betty the present time. S.A.G. is not interested in acquiring such jurisdiction
Field of the film's cast greeting them for itself, according to Thomson.
in Hollywood. Newspapers and exhibitors inthe cities will cooperate in
As part of the compromise agreement by the joint committee, Equity
the judging.
yielded to A.F.R.A. on the question
of seeking a written contract. Instead,
Buy Remarque Novel
an oral understanding fixing a minimum for salaries at the present time
"Flotsam," a novel by Erich Maria
Remarque, has been acquired from will be sought. After A.F.R.A. obtains arenewal of its present contract,
M-G-M by David L. Loew and Albert Lewin, who will begin prepara- which expires in August, and teletions for production immediately. The
vision has had a chance to expand
picture will be their first for United fuller, a written contract will be
sought.
Artists release.

Canada

Broadcast

Officials

Radio

Meet

Today

Montreal, Jan. 21. — Fifty private
radio broadcasting stations in Canada
will be represented at the annual convention ofthe Canadian Association of
Broadcasters opening here tomorrow.
T. A. Evans, secretary, said many
matters, including performing right
fees, will be discussed.

Brevities

NOTBroadcasting
to be outdone
the British
Corp.by which
regularly broadcasts the chimes of "Big
Ben" as a symbol of Britain's unity,
WNYC will broadcast the chimes of
the City Hall clock at noon each day,
starting this noon. Difficulties with
other clocks chiming in the same
neighborhood has made it necessary to
make a special recording of the bells
and the transcription will be used for
the actual broadcast.
Marsh Promoted at CBS
Allyn J. Marsh, who has been
with the CBS sales department for
11 years, has been named assistant
sales manager effective today, William C. Gittinger, vice-president in
charge of sales, announced Friday.
William H. Ensign, present assistant sales manager, will remain with
the network's sales department
with other responsibilities, Gittinger said.
Personalities in the News
Lanny Ross was tendered a birthday party at the Waldorf-Astoria over
the tueek-end by friends including
Andy Sannella, Dick Liebert, Jack
Schaindlin , John Gordon and John
(Oscar) Wellington. . . . Maureen
O'Hara will appear as Hedda Hopper's guest star today, Wednesday and
Friday in a dramatisation of her own
life. . . . Ginger Rogers and Joel
McCrea will be co-starred in a radio
adaptation
"Bachelor
Mother" Ray,
tonight over of
CBS.
. . . William
manager of NBC's Chicago publicity
office, returned to Chicago over the
weekend.
KMPC Dedication Tonight
Bing Crosby, Charles Correl,
Freeman Gosden and Harold Lloyd
will participate in a dedicatory program over KMPC, Los Angeles, tonight when the station becomes an
optional CBS outlet. Paul Whiteman, who became a KMPC director
with the four above-named last
week, will be heard via a recording.
S. G. Richards, principal owner of
KMPC, as well as of WJR, Detroit,
and WGAR, Cleveland, also will
speak.
"Girl Interne" for 4th Year

General Foods has renewed "Joyce
Jordan, ditional
the year.
Girl
for been
an adTheInterne"
show has
on
CBS for three years. The time will
be changed to 2:15 P.M., Mondays
through Fridays, and a re-broadcast
Sues Over Radio Show
for the West Coast will be added at
Suit for $100,000 damages against 6:30 P.M. Fifty-three stations will be
the Knickerbocker Broadcasting Co., used.
Inc., operator of WMCA, has been
filed in N. Y. Supreme Court by
Broadcast Producers of New York.
One Minute Interview
Plaintiff claims to have created a
"More than one-third of all
radio series, "Makers of Man," and
to have contracted to sell it to Emerradio programs
are transcribed. It is reasonable
to
gency Shelter. Inc. Defendant is
believe
that
when
television
charged with stopping the sale and
becomes further advanced,
illegally asserting ownership of the
whether as a network or as
individual stations, a large
program.
'Hawk' Role to Brenda
part of programs will consist
of
films,what
which records
will be to
Hollywood, Jan. 21. — Brenda Marvision
arete'eto
shall has been given the lead opposite
radio," sags E. A. Hungerford,
Errol Flynn in "The Sea Hawk" at
Jr., in charge of film proWarners. The role was originally asgrams for NBC television.
signed to Olivia de Havj.lland, who is
now under suspension at the studio.

WNAC

•

DEL

>

•

WTIC

•

WFBR

WJAR

•

•

WRC

•

WTAG

•

WGY

W<

AQ

•

WJ

©1

1

WOW

•

WDAF

•

C

•

N
WSYR

• WHAM

WFEA

•

•

WBRE

•

WMB<

•

WLW

WTAR

i

l
fl

f

fi

WIBA
WSPD

• WOOD
Me

WEBC

•

WPTF

WFBC

•

WSOC

•

WFLA

iWJAX
WMC

WROL

•

WSM

R

WAVE

•

WBRC

•

WLAK

OOD
t „

0veI

WCOA

,A
WIS-

WSB-WALA^

These
KSEI*

KVOO

• WK

KTBS

• KMS

• KPRC

WOAI

KDYL

• KGIR

• KIDO

N

9-10

25

85

stations
on

t
greoa
nt

HOU

te«i
.m-Eas

WHO

p

ot n

WSMB

the air:
ture
sraxos of the pic
star
BBENDA
■ on

WAPO

WIOD

KARK
WBAP*

• KFYN

• WDAY
KFTI

KGH

EWS

KOA
oso,d
Gk
oo
ylar
Sn"
rr asse Btaeb
u
"
g
N
N
A
e
Plus th ontes: F
News" p

KPFA
KPO

Kl

<OMO

KMJ

ON,
HOUST

e.

bariton

KVOA1
C0>

KERN

KFBK
KWG

CBL

• CBJl

KTAR

WISE

Alert,
MOTION

PICTURE

tion
Picture
Industry

DAILY

NO. 17

Film

NEW

Salaries

Bared

by

Colbert

U.S.;
First

List Omits Loew's, RKO,
'U' Officials' Earnings
Washington, Jan. 22. — Claudette
Colbert of Paramount took the top
salary in the film industry in 1938,
with a total of $301,944, it was disclosed today by the Treasury Department in listing individuals receiving
compensation from corporations in excess of $75,000.
Publication of the list, required under the revenue act, formerly covered compensation in excess of $15,000, but was changed, by an amendment to the law last year, to the
higher figure in order to cut it to
reasonable proportions.
Warner Baxter of 20th CenturyFox, was second top money maker,
with $297,807 out of a total of 86
actors, actresses and executives in the.
film industry carried in the 398-name
list.
As the result of a technicality, un(Continued on page 4)

Capra
Deal

in

One-Film

with

Warner

Hollywood, Jan. 22. — A deal is expected to be signed this week whereby Frank Capra and Robert Riskin
will produce their first independent
picture for Warner release, with Warners to provide the financing.
The deal applies to one picture
only, "Life and Death of John Doe,"
an original by Richard Connell and
Robert Presnell. William Holman,
formerly Columbia studio manager,
will be associated with Capra and Riskin as general manager. Start of
the picture, probably to be made on
the Warner lot, is scheduled for the
middle of April.

'69th' Stars Arrive,
Given Big Welcome
A crowd of more than 5,000 persons gave a rousing reception to
James Cagney and Pat O'Brien at
Grand Central station yesterday morning while the band of the 165th Regiment (the old 69th) blared martial
music to which even the red caps
marched in step.
O'Brien and Jack L. Warner, accompanied by their wives, arrived
from the Coast to attend the 69th
(Continued on page 7)

YORK,

U.S.A., TUESDAY,

JANUARY

Dembow
Not

Guilty Bioff
Income Tax Plea

Los Angeles, Jan. 22. — William Bioff, I.A.T.E. leader,
today entered a not guilty
plea to two counts of evading
income taxes after his attorneys George Breslin and
Michael Luddy, reserved the
right to interpose a demurrer
to the indictments. Federal
Judge Ralph Jenny, before
whom Bioff appeared, set Feb.
5 as the date on which the
trial would be scheduled.

Returns

In Executive
At

TEN

23, 1940

Para.

Post

'IP

Plans

Films

CENTS

43

During

Theatres

New
Season
Sam Dembow, Jr., will return to
Paramount as a member of the home
office theatre executive staff within
Sets
Distribution of 3
the next few days.

Frank Lloyd Pictures
One of the most experienced theatre executives in the industry, Dembow was in charge of Paramount
Universal will schedule 43 pictures
theatre operations following the
resignation of Sam Katz, and prior for production next season, the same
to that was second in command of number which the company has scheduled for the current release year, Nate
Publix Theatres Corp., the subsidiary
J. Blumberg, president, and William
which,
prior theatre
to the "decentralization
of A. Scully, vice-president and distribuParamount
operations, had as
First Lady
Heads
tion head, said yesterday on their remany as 1,800 theatres within its fold
turn from a two weeks production
at one time.
conference at the studio.
Washington
Elite
Dembow's theatre experience dates
back "to 1923, when he became assoThe company's decision not to reciated with the old Herbert L. Rothsits production
schedule innext
seasonducebecause
of uncertainties
foreign
As 'Lincoln' Opens
child chain. He occupied numerous
markets
and
other
considerations
was
sales posts for William Fox companies
Washington, Jan. 22. — With Mrs. from 1913 to 1922, and was Pacific reached at the studio conferences.
Franklin D. Roosevelt as honor guest, Coast district manager for Samuel
Universal's schedule for the current
year consists of 40 productions of its
the world premiere of RKO's "Abe Goldwyn in 1922 and 1923.
When the Rothschild circuit was ac- own and three which it was to disLincoln in Illinois" was held at the
RKO Keith here tonight.
quired by Famous Players-Lasky, the
tribute for Harry Edington. The latThe benefit performance was spon- predecessor to Paramount, Dembow
ter, after delivering one, was released
sored by the Newspaper Women's was in charge of the booking and buy- from his Universal commitments to
ing of all attractions for Famous take charge of production of the
Club of Washington, with Mrs. Nicholas Longworth as honorary chairman Players-Lasky theatres. With the orpictures
for RKO.
Uni(Continued
on page
7)
and Helene Livingston Kravadze as
ganization ofPublix Theatres he was higher budget
active chairman.
made executive vice-president and was
Celebrities of the screen, political an officer and director in many of its
and social worlds of Washington at- subsidiaries.
Paramount
Plans
tended the premiere, which was staged
With the decentralization of Parawith all the trimmings of a Hollywood
mount theatre operations he became
opening. Two batteries of anti-air- vice-president of Paramount Theatres
Fewer
'40 Films
craft searchlights, manned by Coast Service Corp. in 1933, and resigned
Production
of
fewer
pictures for the
Artillery units, went the customary late in 1934 to become general man1940-'41
season
will
be
considered by
arc-lights one better.
ager of National Screen Service. He Paramount at home office
conferences
Attending were the stars of the film, occupied that post until 1937 when he this week, Y. Frank Freeman, studio
(Continued on page 6)
(Continued on page 6)
head, said yesterday on his arrival
here from the Coast and New Orleans.
Freeman said that no decision to
10,000
Theatres
to Observe
make fewer pictures next season had
been made by Paramount yet, but that
the matter had been broached and
that a decision would be made here
Help
Finland
Days
Feb.
17-18
this week.
Feb. 17 and 18 have been designated the amount to Raymond Sawtell,
The Paramount studio head was accompanied from New Orleans by E.
as "Help Finland Days" in theatres by treasurer of the Fund.
(Continued on page 6)
Hoover sent wires to the presidents
the motion picture division of the Finnish Relief Fund, Inc., headed by of all exhibitor organizations urging
former President Herbert Hoover. their cooperation, and the response is
20th-Fox Executives
(Continued on page 7)
The division's goal is $500,000.
L. E. Thompson of RKO, chairman
See 'Wrath' Tonight
of the film division, has assured
Darryl F. Zanuck and Joseph M.
Hoover that 10,000 or more theatres, Eastern N. Y. Allied
Schenck will head a group of notaincluding the large circuits and inVotes for Neely Bill
bles attending the press preview of
dependents, will cooperate in the camAlbany, Jan. 22. — Eastern New "The Grapes of Wrath" at the Norpaign.
Collections among patrons will be York Allied members attending to- night.
mandie Theatre at 8:30 o'clock totaken in lobbies on the two days,
day's regional meeting at the Ten
Also attending will be Nunnally
wherever possible by girls represent- Eyck here went on record in favor of
Johnson, who wrote the screenplay
ing Scandinavian organizations and the Neely bill.
dressed in Finnish national costumes.
Later, a bloc known to favor the and was associate producer on the
After the collection is completed, the bill, resigned from the organization film ; Gene Markey and Hedy Lamarr,
money is to be turned over to theatre on the grounds that the effectiveness as well as( Continued
a large on
group
page of4) home bf(Continued on page 7)
manager, who will send a check for

2

Motion

Expect
From

Picture

$300,000
N.Y.

Film

Tax

Albany, Jan. 22. — An estimate of
$300,000 from the three mills per foot
tax on films licensed for state exhibition, was included in the budget for
the next fiscal year, submitted to the
New York state legislature tonight by
Governor Lehman.
The estimate, according to the Governor, was "predicated on past behavior." The Motion Picture Division in
the fiscal year ended June 30, 1939,
collected $298,023 and for the previous year $304,073.
Of importance to exhibitors in the
Governor's budget of $396,700,000 for
the year is the appropriation for unemployment relief of $85,300,000,
which may necessitate the imposition
of a state sales tax. Such a tax probably would include theatre admissions.

i
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Edwin

Carewe

Dies

In Hollywood

ates
BLAN
AH.
es, K,
and Mrs.
Moinesof, Tri-St
Des head
• Theatr
Blank have left for a three-week
vacation at Hollywood, Fla.
•
J. E. Garrison, head of the Universal branch in St. Louis ; George
McKean, former manager of the
20th Century-Fox branch there, and
Joseph Desberger, owner of the Norside, Upper Alton, 111., are on the
sick list in St. Louis.
•
Ben L. Heidingsfeld, attorney,
vice-president of RKO Midwest, and
an associate of Isaac Libson in other
theatre activities, has been named
chairman of the board of the Security
Savings and Loan • Co., Cincinnati.

Victor Shapiro, newspaper and
publicity man, has been named public
relations counsellor for Lieut. Gov.
E. C. Grainger Holds
Ellis E. Patterson, who seeks the
Democratic Senatorial nomination in
Cincinnati Meeting California.
•
Cincinnati, Jan. 22. — E. C.
Grainger, general manager of Feiber
James J. Grady, manager of the
& Shea, and the circuit's managers in 20th Century-Fox exchange in Cinthe field held a breakfast-meeting at
cinnati, isrecovering from minor inNetherland-Plaza Hotel here last
juries sustained when his car skidded
week.
on an icy street and• struck a pole.
Present were : Ray C. Hickman,
field representative ; Frank King, man- , Louis Nizer, Clayton Bond, Harager of the Midland and Auditorium,
ry Sherman, William Orr, Sidney
Newark ; Dan Gilhula, manager of Phillips, Louise Rainer and Joseph
the State and Ohio, Cambridge; Ed- Wein stock at Nick's Hunting Room
ward J. Hiehle, manager of the Weller, Zanesville ; Duke Prince, man- in the Astor for .lunch yesterday.'
Morris Joseph, Universal exchange
ager of the Ohio and Strand, Marietta, Tom Alfred, general manager of manager in New Haven, and his sonthe Lancaster Amusement Co., Lan- in-law, Sam Bailey, of the Whalley
caster; Harold Snyder, manager of Theatre in that city, have left for a
the Lyric, Lancaster, and Jack Shea, Florida vacation.
•
booker, of New York.
Ross Garver, owner of the Little
Virginia Theatre, Terre Haute, Ind.,
Panama's
President
is the grandfather of a boy, William
Greets Para. Chiefs Ross Racey, born in Albany, N. Y.
•
Adolph Zukor and John W. Hicks,
John Cromwell, RKO director,
currently on a business and goodwill
tour of Central and South America returns to Hollywood from Washingfor Paramount, were received by Dr.
ton today after a week's stay in New
Augusto Boyd, President of Panama, York and a day in • the Capital.
on their arrival there last weekend,
Jack McInerney, Robert Weitaccording to word received at the
man, Arthur Loew, Ben Boyar, Al
home office yesterday.
The Paramount executives also Lewis, Joe Cook and John Golden
were entertained by William Dawson, lunching at Sardi's • yesterday.
American envoy to Panama, and
Dunn, director of publicity
Major General Van Voorhis, com- at James
the Rivoli, returned to his desk
mander of the Canal Zone.
yesterday after a four-week
illness.
•
Shea Official Testifies
William F. Rodgers, M-G-M genBoston, Jan. 22. — Alexander Keareral sales manager, is due Thursday
ney, assistant manager for the Shea from Florida.
circuit with headquarters in New
York City, testified today in the
Cliff Lewis, Paramount studio
Morse and Rotherberg. anti-trust suit publicity head, arrived yesterday from
against the major distributors. Coun- the Coast.
•
sel for the Shea circuit, Edward C.
Raftery, was also present today.
Errol.Flynn returned to the Coast

MITCHELL
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here.plane Sunday after a week's stay
by
•
Joe Penner arrived from the Coast
yesterday and will broadcast from
here.
•
Edward G. Robinson is in town.
Moray to Coast Feb. 12
Norman H. Moray, Vitaphone sales
manager, is expected in Hollywood
Feb. 12 for conferences with studio
executives over the 1940-'41 shorts
schedule. A possible increase in the
number of historical shorts will be
the principal topic of discussion.

[ OUIS
B. MAYER,
l~j
in charge
of M-G-Mvice-president
production,
accompanied by Howard Strickling,
publicity director, arrive this morning
from the Metro studios on the Coast.
•
Felix Seymour, Hollywood and
Broadway dance creator, left for the
Coast over the weekend for an assignment at 20th Century-Fox after completing production of the show for the
new Ziegfeld Midnight Roof here.
•
Tryone Power "arrives from the
Coast Friday and will attend the
President's Birthday Ball in Washington Monday night. Brenda Joyce,
also of 20th Century- Fox, will attend
the ball and then come here.
•
Ruth Weisberg, Mort Blumenstock's office manager at the Warner
home office publicity department,
leaves within the next few days for a
vacation in Florida.
•
Charles Roberts, Columbia home
office supervisor for Latin America, is
en route to the company's Mexico
City office for an indefinite stay.
•
Col. H. A. Cole, president of Allied States, has arrived here from
Washington and plans to remain to
the end of the week.
•
R. J. O'Donnell of Interstate Circuit, Dallas,
is office
in Newconferences.
York for Paramount home
•
Alfred Santell, director, arrived
here yesterday from the Coast.
Sam Shain is in Washington.
Seidelman

Leaves

For Central America
Joseph H. Seidelman, Universal
vice-president and foreign department
head, left for a six-week business
trip to Mexico and Central America
after participating in the company's
new season production conferences
which were concluded at the studio
last week.
Seidelman will go to Central American points from Mexico and return
to New York about March 1 by way
of Cuba and Puerto Rico.
N. J. Allied Meets Today
Allied of New Jersey members at

at 57

Hollywood, Jan. 22. — Edwin Carewe, 57, veteran producer-director,
was found dead today, presumably the
victim of a heart ailment, in the home
of Winston Piatt, a nephew, here.
Carewe had been ailing for some time.
His most recent film venture was in
organizing a company to make ed£°^y
tional and religious films. He islWvived by his widow, Mary Aiken
Carewe, three children, Sally Ann,
Carol Lee and William Carewe, by his
present marriage, and two daughters,
riage.
Rita and May Jane by a former marContributing to his ill health were
four years of litigation with the Government over allegedly due back income tax. He compromised the case
recently by payment of approximately
$100,000.
Silverstone,

Helprin

Get Jobs with Pascal
Emanuel Silverstone and Morris
day.
Helprin were named American representatives for Ernest Pascal yesterThey will act in the same capacities
for Pascal, who last week effected a
deal for release of his pictures here
through United Artists, as they have
for Alexander Korda for some time
past. Silverstone will be in charge of
sales operations and Helprin of advertising and publicity.
Hickey

Heads

New

N, S. S. Department
Duke Hickey, publicity man, has
been appointed promotional director
and manager of the newly created special service department at the Chicago office of National Screen Service. Hickey will advise exhibitors on
matters of exploitation.
Hickey formerly was exploitation,
publicity and advertising manager at
the Universal exchange in Chicago
and the Big U Exchange, New
York.
Ernest

Morrison

Dies

Atlanta, Jan. 22. — Ernest W.
Morrison, 46, former manager of
theatres operated in the South by Paramount, died at an Atlanta hospital.
He had been associated with the company for 25 years, but ill health had
kept him inactive for some time. His
widow and a daughter survive.

MOTION PICTURE
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Trust

Film

Query

Salaries

Bared
Fight
Labor

Before
Board

Answers

Ready

Major company defendants in the
Government's New York anti-trust
suit estimated yesterday that they will
be able to complete their answers to
the Government's interrogatories without the need for a further extension
of time beyond the present Feb. 15
deadline.
Attorneys for the defendant companies reported that the work of preparing answers is progressing smoothly and that a great deal of progress
has been made.
A third extension of the time for
the filing of objections by the Government tothe company defendants interrogatories was granted yesterday.
The Government was given until Jan.
30 to file its objections, which were
due yesterday.
Although scheduled to reply Feb. 1
to United Artists interrogatories,
which were served separately, the
Government has requested that company to permit its interrogatories to
be answered at the same time that the

State Labor Relations Board has
set tomorrow at 3 P.M. as the time
for a hearing on the bargaining
agency election in the Endicott Circuit. The Motion Picture Division of
the Theatrical Managers, Agents and
Treasurers Union, which was defeated
in the election, has challenged the
vote.
The T.M.A.T. disclosed yesterday
that it had obtained a contract from
the R. & M. Amusement Corp. covering the Bronx Opera House. Although the union claims to have 50
managers and assistants working under closed shop agreements in the city,
the Bronx Opera contract was the
first one to be disclosed.
The contract provides for a scale
of $40 weekly for the manager and
$25 for the assistant, until Labor Day,
when the scale is to be increased to
$50 and $30 respectively. A closed
shop is established for managers, assistants and student managers and
publicity and exploitation men.
G.N. Officials Tell
New employes must be hired
through the union. Hours of the manOf Financial Deals
be others
"reasonable"
whileto the
hours agerofmustthe
is limited
54
Financial transactions between
hours weekly.
Grand National Pictures and Educational Pictures were described at a
hearing
yesterday by Harold Saxe,
20th-Fox Executives
GN comptroller, and Norman C.
Nicholson, general counsel. Both witnesses also touched upon a deal between GN and Arcadia Pictures in
See 'Wrath'
(Continued from Tonight
page 1)
which GN obtained a $15,000 loan.
fice executives, circuit officials, exhibiEducational received 1,100,000 shares
tors and newspapermen.
of $1.00 par common stock in return
Jane Darwell, who plays "Ma for the transfer of re-issue rights and
Joad" in the film, arrived yesterday trade names with a book value of
and will be at the preview, as will
it was stated. These rights,
Dorothy Lamour, who arrives today. $43,233,
however,
were actually worth the
In the audience of 600 are expected
received
as "going
concern" asMr. and Mrs. Sidney R. Kent, Mr. stock sets,
both witnesses
declared.
and Mrs. Theodore Roosevelt, DirecAttempts were made by Joseph
tor Sidney Lanfield, Pascal Covici, Dannenberg, attorney for the trustee,
Mr. and Mrs. Herman Wobber, Hara connection between Arold Ginsberg, Mr. and Mrs. William to prove
cadia and GN. Testimony brought
Kupper, Mr. and Mrs. W. C. Gehring, out the fact that a number of GN
Mr. and Mrs. Gilbert Miller, Mr. and directors also served on the Arcadia
Mrs. William Paley, Mr. and Mrs. board.
Irving Berlin, Mr. and Mrs. J. P.
At no time during 1939, Nicholson
McEvoy, Mr. and Mrs. Ernst Lub- said, was GN in a position to meet
itsch, Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Bayard debts as they matured. Examination
Swope, Mr. and Mrs. Henry Luce, of Earle Hammons, head of GN, will
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Campbell, Mr. be held tomorrow before Referee
and Mrs. Jack Warner, Mr. and Mrs. Peter B. Olney, Jr.
W. A. Harriman, Mr. and Mrs. Max
Gordon, Mr. and Mrs. Buddy DeAssembly
Sylva, Mr. and Mrs. C. V. Whitney. Kentucky
Margolies

Returns,

Hails UA Program
Al Margolies, United Artists publicity manager, returned to the home
office yesterday following a two weeks'
Coast visit during which he conferred
with the company's producers.
Margolies said that United Artists
will have a greater number of releases next season than it will during
the current
season. about
This 26.
year's releases will number
Margolies added that James Roosevelt, Walter Wanger, Hal Roach and
David Loew all have productions in
preparation now. Sol Lesser, Ernst
Lubitsch and Edward Small are engaged in planning their next productions and Charles Chaplin's "Production No. 6" is nearinp completion.

Gets Anti-Ascap Bill
Lexington, Ky., Jan. 22. — A bill
to prevent Ascap from operating in
Kentucky has been introduced in the
state legislature by Rep. Carl Scheben.
The measure has been referred to
the committee on miscellaneous affairs, which will hold a hearing on
the bill in the near future.
House bill No. 4, the anti-Ascap
measure, is said to be a duplicate of
the Washington, Montana and Florida laws, the constitutionality of which
is now being tested in Federal Court.

by

Feb.

15

Government serves answers to interrogatories ofother defendants.
United Artists has made no objections and indications are that the Government's answers will be furnished
late next month to seven major company defendants.
Universal does not intend to serve
interrogatories on the Government.
The five company defendants having
theatre affiliates yesterday rejected a
contemplated move to oppose examination of their ranking executives by
the Government next month. However, the probability that either Columbia or Universal, or both, will oppose the examinations during the next
few days still exists.
United Artists officials were examined by the Government last Fall.
A conference of Government and
defendants' counsel is scheduled for
today in connection with the Government's preparations for answering defendants' interrogatories.

English Sailors See
Pictures Too Soon
London, Jan. 5 (By Mail). —
Exhibitors at Portsmouth,
England's naval base, are
complaining that sailors are
seeing new films at the Royal
Naval Barracks without
charge before the local theatres are getting them.
They claim sailors walk up
to the box-offices, look at the
posters and leave, having already seen the films.
Warner

Explains

Explaining
why Warners of
have'B's'
elimElimination
inated "in-between" pictures, Jack L
Warner, vice-president in charge of
production, on his arrival from the
Coast yesterday declared:
"Exhibitors don't want them, and
the public doesn't want them. The
easiest thing in the world is to turn
out 100 'B' pictures a year. At the
Warner studio we are too serious to
waste time on them."
Warners' production policy, he said,
is to increase expenditure and effort
with the aim of obtaining maximum
gross at the box-office.
The studio, he said, is concentrating
on action and comedy, "solid entertainment of a type that made the
screen what it is today and what it is
intended to be." Warner listed "Virginiathis
City" and
Sea others.
Hawk" as
films in
class,"The
among
Warner estimated that production
costs have increased 300 to 400 per
cent in the last four years.
He plans to leave Friday for the
Coast.

'Louise'

at Carnegie
The film production of the opera,
King and Queen of Films "Louise," starring Grace Moore and
Mickey Rooney and Bette Davis made in France under the supervision
were elected King and Queen of the of Gustav Charpentier, the composer,
Movies for 1940 in the New York has been booked to open at the Little
Daily Nczv/ annual poll conducted by Carnegie Feb. 2, the 40th anniversary
readers.
of the first performance of the opera.

by

Colbert

U.S.;
First

(Continued from page 1)
explained by the Treasury, executives
and
of Loew's,
Inc., Uniy>-^"al
and players
RKO were
not listed.
IiL j.ie
1937 returns, Louis B. Mayer, M-G^M
production head, led all salaries with
$1,161,753. A supplementary listing
may include those companies.
Helen Hays was the only stage
player in the list, receiving a salary
of $113,458 from Heron Productions.
Film and radio salaries above $75,000
were: reported by the Treasury as
follows
Samuel Goldwyn, Inc., Ltd. — Gary Cooper, $140,129; Samuel Goldwyn, $156,000;
Jascha Heifetz, $100,000; Archie Mayo,
$167,812; Joel McCrea, $152,000; Merle
Oberon, $139,285; William Wyler, $75,583;
Robert Riskin, $180,125.
Selznick International Pictures — David O.
Selznick, $181,500; Leslie Howard, $141,250;
George Cukor, $119,687.
Myron Selznick & Co. — Myron Selznick,
Walter Wanger Pictures, Inc. — Charles
$130,000.
Boyer, $161,000; Henry Fonda, $105,000.
Walter Wanger Productions — Walter F.
Wanger, $130,000; Fredric March, $136,311.
West $78,000.
Coast Agency Corp. — Charles
P.Fox
Skouras,
National Theatres Amusement Co., Inc.
— S. P. Skouras, $254,500; Charles P.
Skouras, $175,000.
Paramount Pictures — John Barrymore,
$105,833; Joan Bennett, $94,333; Jack Benny,
$250,000; Claude Howard Binyon, $100,000;
Bob Burns, $155,952; Claudette Colbert,
$301,944; Ronald Colman, $102,083; Harry
L. Crosby,
$260,000;
Walter$130,000;
De Leon,Claude
$89,475;
Marlene
Dietrich,
Fields, $93,166; Robert Florey, $76,500;
Henry Hathaway, $115,541; Arthur Hornblow,
Jr., $145,166;
Lucien $111,955;
Hubbard, Talbot
$121,000; Harold
H. Hurley,
Jennings,
$96,333;
Fritz
Lang,
$85,543;
William Le Baron, $182,467; James Mitchell
Leisen, $115,000; Albert Parsons Lewin,
$114,958; Frank Llovd, $150,750; Fred MacMurray, $183,333; Herbert Marshall, $93,750; George Raft, $186,964; Martha Raye,
$81,958; Wesley Ruggles, $199,062; Alfred
Santell, $122,000; Preston Sturges, $143,000;
Harlan Thompson, $95,791; Raoul A. Walsh,
$107,083; William A. Wellman, $136,805;
Adolph Zukor, $170,400.
Twentieth Century- Fox — S. R. Kent,
$181,705: Joseph M. Schenck, $106,000; Darryl F. Zanuck, $265,000; William Goetz,
$106,000; Don Ameche, $98,000; John L.
Balderston, $88,500; Warner Baxter, $279,807; Harry
Joe Irving
Brown, Cummings,
$122,041; David
Butler, $133,000;
$105,000;
Roy Del Ruth, $216,741; Alice Faye, $87,000;
John Ford, $169,791; Mack Gordon, $100,250;
Raymond Griffith, $117,375; Jack Haley.
$90,000; Sonja Henie, $113,000; Nunnallv
Johnson, $119,166; Henry King. $133,500;
Sidney Lanfield, $92,083; Walter Lang, $84,500;
Sonya$104,333;
Levien, Gene
$77,066;Markey,
Kenneth$87,166;
MacGowan,
Victor McLaglen, $125,475; Annabella
Murat, $87,500; Tyrone Power, $140,750;
Gregory Ratoff, $104,333; William A. Seiter,
$117,583; George J. Sommerville, $80,000;
Shirley Temple, $114,848; Sol Wurtzel. $182,583; Jack S. Yellen, $76,800; Loretta
Young,
$181,615.
000.
United Artists — Maurice Silverstone, $87,Columbia Broadcasting System — William
S. Paley, $171,849; Edward Klauber, $78,304.
Eastman Kodak Co. — Frank W. Lovejoy,
$115,419.
Radio Corp. of America — David Sarnoff.
$100,220.
American Telephone & Telegraph Co. — W.
S. Gifford, $209,350; C. P. Cooper, $102.700.
Repealing

Sunday

Ban

Cohoes, N. Y., Jan. 22. — Fabian reopened the Regent Sunday after one
Sunday of darkness due to the Common Council ordinance forbidding performances on that day. The ordinance
is due to be repealed this week.
Set Alliance Film
A first run of "Dead Men Tell No
Tales," Alliance Films picture, has
been set for the Mercury, Buffalo.

NSW YORK WOHLD-TELEORAM

By Sidney B. Whipple

.Doing 'the- New
Urn Mclntke
■'■■■:-h/:s K;ane"J

Shows

in Night

Clubs

M. wenlieth Century-Fox Film Corporation presents
the world premiere of Dairy 1F. Zanuck's production
of Maurice Maeterlinck's THE BLUE BIRD, tomorrow night at the Hollywood Theatre.
Thereafter it will be shown twice daily, with all
seats reserved. Thus presented, you may see this
picture as it should be seen— from the very begin*
ning— and enjoy to the fullest its jnood of rare beauty,

The Man Who KiMed Lincoln i at Lcxingt

pickets are now on sale at the boxoffice for tomorrow night and subsequent performances.
Tdail orders are being filled in ihe order received.
t/fiatix MAETERLINCK!?
THE

BLUE

BIRD

in TECHNICOLOR
icita

W$,
f-^k^

"Oh, sure, he'd
propose to you in
a minute . . . but
he has a wife to

1)^0^^^,

think about V

TOMORROW
starts "N
DOOftlOPtNllA.M.
r JOEL
NANCY

Shirley Temple • Spring Byington • Nigel Bruce
Gale Sondergaard • Eddie Collins • Sybil Jason
Jessie Ralph • Helen Ericson • Johnny Russell
Laura Hope Crews • Russell Hicks • Cecilia
Loftus • Al Shew * Gene Reynolds
Directed by Walter Ling
Anodatt Producer Ceec Mirkey • Scree. PUy by EneM Fna!
Additional Dtologoe by Welter Bollock
/2
A 30th Century-Fox Picture
/,
Darryl F. Zanock In Charge of Production
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Motion

First

Lady

Washington
'Lincoln'

Elite
Opens

(Continued from page 1)
Raymond Massey, Ruth Gordon and
Mary Howard; John Cromwell, director Robert
;
E. Sherwood, author ;
Max Gordon and Harry Goetz, producers. A loud-speaker system in the
theatre's lobby announced the guests
as they arrived. Sherwood and Massey were introduced from the stage at
the conclusion of the film by Katharine
Brooks, president of the club.
Arriving celebrities were interviewed over WJSV. The performance
was for the benefit of the Children's
Hospital and the club's Fellowship
Fund.
A number of dinner and cocktail
parties preceded the opening. The
performance was followed by a reception by the Women's Club at the
Hotel Raleigh, broadcast over a 47station NBC-Blue hookup.
RKO executives, who set up headquarters at the Hotel Carlton, included :
S. Barret McCormick, director of
advertising and publicity ; A. W.
Smith, Jr., Eastern and Canadian sales
manager; H. M. Richey, director of
exhibitor relations ; Ken Hallam, radio
publicity director ; Nat Levy, eastern
district salesmanager ; J. J. O'Connor, vice-president in charge of theatre operations ; Fred Meyers, head of
the film booking department; Harry
Mandel, publicity director : Charles
Horstman, head of projection and
sound division; J. M. Brennan, Washington-Trenton division manager.
Out-of-town exhibitors present were
Sidney Bowden and Harry Valentine,
Norfolk; Mr. and Mrs. David Kamsky, Neighborhood theatre, Richmond ;
I. M. Rappaport, Hippodrome, Baltimore ;Robert Sidman, Senate theatre,
Harrisburg, Pa.
Pre-release roadshow engagements
will follow the Washington premiere
at the Senate, Harrisburg, on Jan. 29 ;
Sheridan, Miami Beach, Jan. 25 ;
Paramount, Palm Beach, Jan. 25 ;
Capitol, St. Petersburg, Jan. 30 ; Victory, Tampa, Jan. 31 ; Floriday, Jacksonville, Feb. 1, and Auditorium, Daytona Beach, Feb. 8.
In each situation "Abe Lincoln in
Illinois" will be shown continuously
at morning and afternoon performances with matinee seats selling for
75 cents. All evening performances
will be on reserved seat basis, with
one showing at night and tickets
priced at $1.10.
Paramount
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Radio
Predicts

As

Picture

Television

Color!

Washington, Jan. 22. — Development of frequencies above 150,000
k. c. will increase the number of stations that can be located
in the same area, and "will make possible a quality of television
far surpassing anything yet dreamed of, and permit pictures
in full color and with three-dimensional perspective."
This testimony was given today by E. W. Engstrom, director
of research of RCA-Victor, to the F.C.C. as the second week of
hearings on the new television regulations opened.
Engstrom testified that the R.M.A. standards, which are under
attack from various quarters, will "remove uncertainties in the
minds of manufacturers and public," and that partial commercialization will provide revenue for further research. Considerable further progress in size, brightness, definition and
contrast can be made under the proposed standards, he asserted.
The Commission was told that Paramount is partly financing
four of 19 television station applications now pending, two of them
filed by Dumont. one by Television Products, and one by Chicago
Theatres.

Grosses
Pace

on

Keep

Good

Broadway

With two houses playing on a twoa-day basis for the first time in a long
while, Broadway houses played to
good grosses over the weekend. At
"The Blue Bird"
the
playedHollywood,
to capacity on the regular
shows and just slightly under on the
extra shows on both Saturday and
Sunday, for an estimated $5,100.
"Gone With the Wind," at the Astor and the Capitol, continued to play
to full houses for the fifth consecutive week, grossing an estimated $80,000 at the Capitol and $22,000 at the
Astor.
"His Girl Friday," in its second
week at the Music Hall, with a stage
show, drew an estimated $33,000 for
the weekend. "The Shop Around the
Corner" opens there on Thursday. At
the
Wife,"
with Roxy,
a stage"He
show,Married
drew anHisestimated
$14,000 for the first three days, with
Friday.
"Brother Rat and a Baby" starting
"Remember the Night" with Bob
Chester's band on the stage, drew an
estimated $20,000 over the weekend
at the Paramount and should finish its
first week tonight with an estimated
$45,000. It will be held over.
Paul Whiteman's band will be the
stage attraction at the Strand when
Friday.
"The Fighting 69th" bows there on
Over the weekend, "Invisible
Stripes" with Shep Fields band on the
stage, now in its second week, grossed
an estimated $17,500. "Judge Hardy
and Son" will be held over for a
second week at the Criterion.
"Grapes of Wrath" will have its
world
premiere at the Rivoli tomorrow.

Planning

Fewer
(Continued y40
from Features
page 1)
V. Richards, head of the Saenger Circuit and member of the Paramount
board. Richards has been asked to sit
in at the product conferences, but said
that due to pressure of business at his
own office his stay here would be very
brief. He may leave for the South
today, not remaining even for the
Paramount board meeting Thursday.
Freeman plans to remain in New
York a week. Barney Balaban, Paramount president ; Stanton Griffis,
chairman of the executive committee ;
Neil Agnew, vice-president and distribution head, and Russell Holman,
Eastern talent head, will participate in
the production conferences with Freeman and Richards.

in

Dembow
As

Returning

Para. Executive
(Continued from page 1)
was placed in charge of Fanchon &
Marco theatres, a post which he resigned only recently.
In his renewed association with
Paramount, Dembow will be associated with Leon Netter and Leonard
Goldenson at the home office under
Barney Balaban, Paramount president.

CBS
For

Pushes

Plans

Television

Net

Philadelphia, Jan. 22. — Construction of the first link in a proposed
television network for CBS is scheduled to begin here this Summer when
WCAU builds a transmitter on top
of a Philadelphia building, with plans
for the studio to be in operation before the end of the year. Dr. Leon
Levy, owner of WCAU, a CBS affiliate, made the announcement.
The station will be installed at a
cost of $200,000 and will re-transmit
CBS programs with additional stations planned for Baltimore and
Washington. A relay transmitter will
be installed near Trenton. It is expected that RCA equipment will be
used for both transmitters and the
studios.

Brevities
TBS Dismisses Clerical Staff

ement
announc
the al
G ntinent
FOLL
BroadcastTransco
thatOWIN
ing System would not be ready to
start operations on Feb. 1, it was
ay of
cleK^'
that
learned
l i
memberV.
the the
a number
staff and yesterd
the office staff have been dismissed.
ida.
John T. Adams, chairman of the
board, left for a month's rest in FlorGerald Lyons, director of publicity
for the proposed new web, declared
yesterday that a board meeting would
be held shortly, in Adams' absence, to
determine future policy. Lyons declared that plans for operations in the
future had not been abandoned.
CBS Promotes John Fox
John Fox has been appointed assistant to the director of sales promotion at CBS, a newly-created
post. His position as production
manager has been left vacant temporarily but he will continue as
space buyer. Fox has been with
CBS for five years and previously
was with the Bonwit Teller store.
Personalities in the News

Ernest Lee Jahncke, Jr., of NBC's
stations department, was married last
Saturday to the former Miss Cornelia
Reding ton Dickerman at Richmond,
Va. . . . Ben Grauer gets his ouln
master of ceremonies post when he
opens in "What Would You Have
Done?" quiz show over NBC-Red on
Friday. . . . Miriam Hopkins will do
KYW, the NBC affiliate here, al- a special broadcast for the March of
ready has television studios, but has
over WHN this afterno transmitter or an application for Dimes noon.drive
. . . Gloria Jean will be Bing
one. At present, the Philco station,
which uses films and occasional live Hall'
Crosby's Thursday.
guest on .the
Music
. ."Kraft
Joe Lopez,
talent shows on five programs weekly,
is the only television station operating. WICC, Bridgeport, station supervisor,
WICC for his new liPhilco engineers report fair reception has thecenseletters
plates.
from NBC's New York station in the
northwestern part of the city.
WDAF Dedication Feb. 4
Although he is rushing his televisNBC-Red will air a special dediion plans through for this year, Dr.
catory program to WDAF, Kansas
Levy expressed the opinion that tele- City, on Feb. 4 at 12 noon, C.S.T.,
casting will not be profitable for about when the new studios are opened.
10 years.
The station, which started operations on Jan. 15, 1922, is one of the
oldest on the air. H. Dean Fitzer,
general manager, will speak from
Legion Approves 8
Kansas City, and Major Lenox R.
Of 9 New
Pictures Lohr, NBC president, will speak
National Legion of Decency finds from New York.
five of the nine films reviewed for the
Program News
current week unobjectionable for genDon Ameche, who has been off the
eral patronage. Three are classified as
unobjectionable for adults and one ob- air since the Chase & Sanborn projectionable in part. New films and
was cut with
to a a half-hour
last
their classification follow :
mouth, gramreturns
new program
Class A-l, Unobjectionable for General Patronage — "Heroes of the Saddle," "Isle of Destiny," "Life of
Mother Cabrini," "Opened by Mistake," "Young As You Feel." Class
A-2, Unobjectionable for Adults —
"Congo Maisie," "Framed," "French
Without Tears." Class B, Objectionable in Part — "That's Life, Claudine."

Introduces Repair Bill
Albany, Jan. 22. — Senator Pliny
Williamson has introduced a bill perGeorge Bailey Dies
mitting villages to repair dangerous
St. Louis, Jan. 22. — George E. or unsafe buildings used for public assembly when the owner refuses to do
Bailey, 57, former owner of the Bijou, one of the first nickelodeons here, so. The cost would be assessed against
is dead.
the owner.

for Old Gold cigarettes on April 5
over NBC-Red. It will be heard Fridays at 10 P. M. and will be a variety and dramatic show. . . . Campbell's
Soup Co.,
on abehalf
its tomato juice,
started
new of
program,
"Campbell's Short Short Story," yesterday over 49 CBS stations. It will
be heard at 11 A. M., Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays in the spot left
vacant by Lanny Ross who moved to
a 2 P. M. spot. . . . Effective March
1, Procter & Gamble changes the time
of the "What's My Name" show to
Fridays at 9:30 P. M. and will add
stations to make a total of 52 over
NBC-Red. . . . "Skyblazers" adds a
repeat
for the west coast on
Feb. 17program
over CBS.
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Stars

Arrive,

Big

(Continued from page 1)
Regiment reunion dinner, tomorrow
n: V at the Waldorf-Astoria at which
Fighting 69th" will be shown.
Gradwell L. Sears, S. Charles Einfeld and Cagney boarded the 20th
j Century at 125th St. station and rode
• in with the others.
The train was late, and the band
played for an hour while the crowd
i waited. The strains of "Garygowen,"
regimental song featured in the film,
filled the station as the West Coast
group was greeted by Col. John J.
Mangan, commanding officer of the
165th Regiment, and his staff.
A detail of 50 policemen, supervised
by Inspector George Heitzman, fought
to keep the crowd in check as the
j procession, with the 30-piece band in
the van, swung into the station lobby.
And then pandemonium broke loose.
Brig. Gen. Alexander E. Anderson,
New York National Guard command| ant; Major W. P. Cavanaugh and
Lieut. Col. Hampton Anderson of 27th
Division Headquarters were in the reception committee. The reception was
broadcast over WMCA.
Jack Warner later said that the
69th Regiment did itself proud with
I the reception, one of the greatest he
had seen, and complimented Einfeld
3 on the arrangements.
N. Y. Allied

Votes for Neely Bill
(Continued from page 1)
of the state unit had been dissipated
by its break away from national Allied States several months ago.
Those who handed in resignations
I. were : Mitchell Conery, regional vicei president ; Abe Stone, Charles Wilson, John Gardiner, Clarence Dopp
i and Robert Jenner.
Max Cohen, president of the unit,
is on record as being opposed to the
Neely bill. He did not attend today's
| meeting. Edward Souhami, attorney
for the unit, was present but declined
to comment on the action taken.
Theatres

j
|

York

In November

Slump

in Drive

For Finnish Relief
(Continued from page 1)
encouraging, according to Vincent G.
Hart, director of the motion picture
division.
A number of theatres have already
set aside a portion of their receipts or
total receipts on certain nights for
Finnish relief.
Next Saturday night's performance
of "Gone With the Wind" at Loew's
Palace in Washington, where the picture opens Friday, has been taken
over by a committee headed by
Eleanor Medill Patterson, publisher of
the Washington Times Herald, and
tickets are being sold to the highest
bidders.

Washington, Jan. 22. — Amusement
attendance in the Broadway area in
November fell in greater proportion
than throughout the country as a
whole, it is shown by a report on December admission tax collections from
the Third New York district, issued
by the Bureau of Internal Revenue.
Whereas total collections for the
country dropped from $2,117,644 in
November to $1,974,534 in the final
month of the year, the Third District
revenue dropped from $689,426 to
$610,099, the bureau reported. The district accounts for something less than
one-third of total collections, but
showed more than half of the total
decline.
Collections at the box-office suffered
the heaviest punishment, dropping
from $621,572 to $506,793, while the
revenue from free or reduced rate admissions declined from $7,650 to
$5,414, and that on tickets sold by proprietors in excess of the established
price from $355 to nothing, while returns from tickets sold by brokers inRunning time, 75 minutes. "G."*
Charles S. Aaronson
creased from $10,025 to $11,175, on
permanent use or lease of boxes and
*"G" denotes general classification.
seats from nothing to $1,039, and on
admissions to roof gardens and cabarets from $49,823 to $85,681, it was
'Blue Bird' Police Benefit
'Gone With Wind'
reported.
Benefit performance of "The Blue
Set for 162 Cities Bird"
for the Police Memorial Fund
New Film at Cinecitta
M-G-M yesterday set 21 additional wi)l be held the night of Jan. 30 at
engagements on "Gone With the the Hollywood where the film is curAmerican premiere of "Love in Old
Wind," bringing the total of bookNaples," Italian film with English
rently
being
roadshown.
The
police
titles, will be held at the Cinecitta Jan.
ings to 178 in 162 cities. New endepartment band will supply the music. 25. Picture co-stars Emma Gramgagements follow :
Committee members include Nicholas matica and Vittorio De Sica. A.
Feb. 8, Green Bay, Wis., OrPalermi directed.
pheum; Feb. 2, Wintergarden, James- M. Schenck and David SarnofT.
town, N. Y. ; Fiarmont, Fairmont,
W. Va. ; Cathaum, State College, Pa. ;
Feb. 3, Capitol, New Britain, Conn. ;
Feb. 4, Genesee, Waukegan, 111. ; Feb.
8, Palace, Peoria, 111. ; Dixie, Staunton, Va. ; Feb. 9, Regent, Elmira,
N. Y. (following a three-a-day engagement at the Keeney in the same
city) .

"The Lion Has Wings"
(Korda-Undted Artists)
Alexander Korda, in this feature, presents England's viewpoint in the
current conflict. Produced very soon after England declared war on
Germany, it is part commentary and part the fierce drama of aerial war.
It is an extremely timely, hard-hitting picture.
Its tieup and exploitation possibilities are of headline calibre, of course.
Ian Dalrymple was associate producer and Michael Powell, Brian Desmond Hurst and Adrien Brunei shared the direction. Lowell Thomas
supplies the running commentary for the American release.
The Royal Air Force fully cooperated with Korda in the production,
and the result is an intensely interesting exposition of the manner in.
which the Royal Air Force and its supplemental arm, the anti-aircraft
defense, function with machine-like precision in guarding against enemy
air raids.
Dramatic aspects of the story are in the capable hands of Merle
Oberon, Ralph Richardson, June Duprez and Anthony Bushell. Pictorially and via the Thomas commentary, England puts her case for
freedom and against Nazi aggression. Then is reenacted the English
air raid on the Kiel Canal naval base early in the war, and the detailed
account of a typical British defense against an air raid on England by
German bombers.
It is exciting screen material.

Feb. 10, Colfax, South Bend, Ind. ;
Feb. 12, Capitol, Winchester, Va. ;
Maryland, Hagerstown, Md. ; Feb. 15,
Elsinore, Salem, Ore. ; Feb. 16, Steuben, Hornell, N. Y. ; Feb. 19, Tivoli,
Frederick, Md. ; Paramount, Bristol,
Tenn. ; Feb. 23, Family, Batavia,
N. Y.
Feb. 2, Rex, Wheeling, W. Va. ;
Keeney, Elmira, N. Y. ; Troy, Troy,
N. Y. ; Feb. 9, Stanley, Utica, N. Y.,
moving
on Feb. 16 to the Avon, same
city.

'U' Plans

43 Films

During New Season
(Continued from page 1)
versal expects to replace from another
source the other two pictures which
Edington was to have delivered.
Next season, Universal plans to
produce seven Richard Arlen-Andy
Devine pictures, seven westerns and
four serials, in addition to its feature
schedule, and also has contracted with
l
Frank Lloyd to distribute three productions for him on a two-year deal.
On the company's starring list for
French Film to 20th-Fox the new season will be Bing Crosby,
Marlene Dietrich, Deanna Durbin,
"Cheri-Bibi," French film, will be Loretta Young and Gloria Jean,
released by 20th Century-Fox in Central and Latin America, under a deal among others.
closed with Edwin Fadiman of NaJ. Cheever Cowdin, Universal board
tional Pictures, owner of the picture. chairman, who participated in the
It will be released late in February production conferences, returned to
New York by plane on Sunday.
with Spanish and Protuguese titles.
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Columbia

Chiefs

Fought

Four Objections Raised
To Trust Examination
Columbia Pictures yesterday moved
to vacate the government's notice of
oral examination of Harry Cohn, Jack
Colin and Abe Montague, president,
vice-president and general sales manager respectively, on four grounds.
The application will be heard by Federal Judge William Bondy on Jan. 30.
The four grounds were (1) that
Harry Cohn is a resident of California
and not of New York; (2) that the
government has not "particularized
the general allegations of the complaint" either by bill of particulars or
answers to Columbia interrogatories ;
(3) that the government has already
served written interrogatories on Columbia, and (4) that there is no necessity for the examination at this time.
Harry Cohn's continuous presence
in California is required by his duties
as production chief of Columbia, an
affidavit of Louis D. Frohlich of
Schwartz & Frohlich, counsel for Columbia, points out. If Cohn were to
(Continued on page 7)
Doubt

Italy Report

On Film Imports
News dispatches from Rome that
the importation of American films
would be facilitated by the creation of
a new Italian Government organization to control film imports were discounted yesterday by home office
foreign denartments and M.P.P.D.A.
The industry officials said they had
not been advised of any change in
the basic control regulations which
would eliminate either the Government film monopoly or the absolute
restrictions on withdrawals of currency from the country, the primary
factors leading to the withdrawal of
American companies from the Italian
market a year ago.
Without such changes, it was said,
there would be no renewal of film
shipments to Italy.
Record

Atlanta

Snow

Makes Cinemas Bare
Atlanta, Jan. 23. — Film houses
played to almost empty auditoriums
today as snowbound Atlantans
huddled about their family fires. Nine
and one-half inches of snow, heaviest
in
day.the city's history, fell during the
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Actors Guild, in its official monthly
publication issued today to all members, declares that the Neely bill
"would cut motion picture production
in half and would disastrously affect

to Show
Past Million

Universal's annual financial
report, which will show net
profit in excess of $1,000,000
for the company's fiscal year
ended last Nov. 1, will be released this week, according to
present indications.
Recent Wall Street estimates of Universal's earnings
for last year have been as
high as $1,250,000. Results
compare with loss of $591,178
for the vear ended Oct. 29,
1938, and loss of $1,084,998 for
the year ended Oct. 30, 1937.

industry
employment."
The official
statement said in part :
"The Screen Actors Guild believes
that enactment of the Neely bill,
which would destroy methods by
which theatres in this country are provided regularly with film necessary to
their existence, would inevitably cause Newsreels
Facing
the closing of many theatres, curtailment of production and consequent unBritish Censorship
employment ofactors whom we represent.
"It requires that 17,500 exhibitors
be given detailed synopses of pictures
offered for rentals (which may not
yet have been photographed) and pro(Continued on page 7)
Goldwyn

Will

Start

'Black Gold' at Once
Hollywood, Jan. 23. — Samuel Goldwyn today announced his intention of
beginning
immediately.production of "Black Gold"
Gary Cooper and Vera Zorina will
play the leading roles. A second male
star for the picture remains to be
chosen. Borden Chase, author of the
Hudson River "sand hog" story, is
here to do the adaptation.

40

Reunions

1,200

at N.

Important figures in state, civic and
military affairs tonight will gather in
40 cities to attend reunion dinners of
the World War Rainbow Division.
The national celebration will have
its focus at the Waldorf-Astoria here,
where the 69th Regiment reunion affair will be featured by a screening
of Warners' film, "The Fighting 69th."
More than 1,200 are expected to attend.
A program of speeches at the key
dinner will be broadcast over a nationwide NBC-Blue hookup, originating from WJZ from 9 to 9 :30 P.M.
Col. John J. Mangan, commander
of the 69th, will be toastmaster. On
the national hookup will be heard
Gov. Lehman of New York, Governor-General Douglas MacArthur of
the Philippines, who will be piped in
(Continued on page 7)

Metro
52

CENTS

Slates
Features

Next

Season

Mayer Reports Releases
Set Up to September
M-G-M plans 52 features for next
season, the same number as scheduled
for the present season, said Louis
B. Mayer, production chief, upon his
arrival yesterday from the Coast. The
studio has completed or has in work
films
said. to next September's release, he

Asked about production in New
York, Mayer declared :
"I will produce anywhere Nicholas
M. Schenck wants me to. Certainly,
good pictures can be made in the East.
London, Jan. 23.- — -Lord Denman in They are not necessarily confined to
the House of Lords tomorrow will Hollywood. Some of our finest pictures— 'Goodbye, Mr. Chips,' 'The
present a resolution for wartime censorship of all newsreels in England.
Citadel' and 'A Yank at Oxford' —
Decision to move for reel censor- were
produced
M-G-M
has in
no England."
plans at present
ship follows a controversy in the na- for Eastern production, he added.
tion's press over the commentaries in
In addition to "The World We
Paramount News on the return to
Make" and "Philadelphia Story,"
EnglandandofonUnity
Mitford, of
Hitler's
Katharine Hepburn play, which Mfriend,
the resignation
War G-M
has purchased, the company is
Secretary Hore-Belisha from the considering two or three others, which
(Continued on page 7)
Cabinet.
Newsreels already exercise an ostensibly voluntary censorship. The
press reported today that the Government already has begun to censor the Industry Notables
reels, but this was denied by newsreel offices and the Ministry of InAt 4Wrath' Preview
formation.

Exploit
Y.

TEN

Dinner
Fox

Scores

'69th
Today
Victory

In Sherwood
Fight
Twentieth Century-Fox Film Corp.
won a complete victory in the courts
yesterday when N. Y. Supreme Court
Justice Peter Schmuck, after trial,
dismissed the unfair competition suit
of Robert E. Sherwood and The
Playwrights' Producing Co., Inc.
Plaintiffs had charged Twentieth
Centum-Fox with taking unfair advantage of the popularity of Sherwood's play, "Abe Lincoln in Illinois,"
in promotion of its film, "Young Mr.
Lincoln." Justice Schmuck ruled that
both the picture and the play had
taken their material from the public
domain and that no exclusive rights
were obtained by the first to discover
value of the material.

An ofaudience
Who'sas
Who
the filmincluding
industry the
as well
leaders of the Social Register and
New York film critics packed the
600-seat Normandie Theatre last
night for the first public showing of
"The Grapes of Wrath," 20th Century-Fox film made from John Steinbeck's best selling novel.
Present at the performance, primarily a press preview, were editors of
national magazines and fan publicaartists. tions as well as feature writers and
Among the notables in the audience
were Mr. and Mrs. Sidney R. Kent,
(Continued on page 7)
SAG

Ballot

Awards

Extras More Power
Hollywood, Jan. 23. — Class A
members of the Screen Actors Guild,
by a vote of 420 to 31, passed the
amendment to the Constitution and bylaws, awarding Class B members (extras and bit players) a greater measure of autonomy inside and outside of
the organization, it was announced toThe amendment becomes effectiveday.
at once.
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Daily

Newsreel

Purely
Critics9

Personal

Quotes

Parade

►

JOHN BALABAN, after a checkup
at the Mayo Clinic in Rochester,
Minn., is back at his desk in Chicago
looking after theatre matters.
•
Dave Whalen of Republic is in
Washington accompanying Gene
Autry on a series of personal appearances. Autry tomorrow will be
the guest of Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt at the Ft. Myers, Va., Horse
Show.
•
Herb MacIntyre, captain of the
RKO Ned Depinet sales drive, and
Harry Gittleson, editor of the company house organ, will return Feb.
5 from a tour of all exchanges in
the United States and Canada.
•
Fritz Blocki, press representative
for Jones, Linick & Schaefer, Chicago
circuit, is taking a month's leave of absence. Blocki produces the "Court
of Missing Heirs" radio show in his
spare time.
Richard be Rochemont, managing
director of the March of Time, Ltd.,
is due here today on the Manhattan.,
for conferences with his brother,
Louis de Rochemont, producer of
the reel.
Frankie Darro, Monogram star,
arrives, here today from a Midwestern personal appearance tour. He
will spend a few days in town before
appearing at the Tower in Camden,
N. J.
Mary Howard of the cast of "Abe
Lincoln in Illinois" will be the guest
of Governor Johnson of Kentucky
at a ball at the Hotel Cumberland in
Middlesboro. Ky., on Friday.
•
James R. Grainger, Republic president, has left on a tour of Detroit,
Buffalo, Toronto and Montreal exchanges. He is due back Monday.
•
Peter Levathes, assistant to Spyros Skouras, leaves with Mrs. Levathes today on the Oriente for a
two-week trip to Havana.
•
Homer B. Snook, RCA Photophone
reproducer sales manager, has returned from a business trip to the
South and Midwest.
•
Ingrid Bergman is en route to
Hollywood after a 10-day stay here
on her return from a vacation in her
native Sweden.
e
Mr. and Mrs. Seymour Borde are
the parents of a girl, Ellen, born this
week. Borde is a booker for RKO in
Chicago.
•

"GONE

WITH

THE

WIND"

(M-G-M)

No puny adjectives fit "Gone With the Wind." It is the most
lavish, probably the most magnificent, ever to come out of Hollywood. Certainly it is the biggest. . . . One is hardly conscious of
the passing minutes and hours. — Mildred Martin, Philadelphia
Inquirer.
For four hours, they (the audience) sat in rapt and undivided
attention to a handsome, scrupulous movie that gives "colossal"
new meaning. . . . Has received an almost reverent screen translation.— Elsie Finn, Philadelphia Record.
It came, it was seen, it conquered. Make no mistake about it,
"Gone With the Wind" is the hit of movie history. This longest,
costliest, most publicized of all photoplays is also an entertainment.
Its narrative is continuall}' engrossing. — Philadelphia Public
Ledger.
It is a fetching commentary on human conflict. . . . Vivien Leigh
plays the role magnificently, most of the time. . . . Well acted from
top to bottom. ... It is a moving and emotion-stirring screen adventure.— J. H. Keen, Philadelphia Daily News.
A remarkable faithful picturization of the novel. . . . An absorbing, magnificently pictured drama of human adventure. . . . This
is not Hollywood's greatest picture. — Laura Lee, Philadelphia
Bulletin.
"THE

BLUE

BIRD"

Shirley Temple is delightful as
Blue Bird" is a beautiful film. The
raphy gorgeous. It should prove
youngsters. And their elders will
Coleman, N. Y. Mirror.

(20th-Fox)

the naughty little girl. . . . "The
sets are opulent and the photogan enchanting adventure for the"
have a dandy time, too. — Robert

The film fantasy is a pictorial gem. . . . The settings are beautifully and artfully designed. . . . The adventures in the graveyard
and the fiery forest are enough to frighten the small members of
the audience, (but they) are few and far between. — Kate Cameron,
N. Y. Daily News.
The original allegory about happiness cut to a bedizened and
frequently embarrassing Hollywood pattern. . . . The film is
ornately literal where it should have been magically suggestive. —
Howard Barnes, N. Y. Herald Tribune.
As a children's show we suppose it is quite acceptable. . . . Has
become even more earthbound in the manner of its screen translation.— Frank Nugent, N. Y. Times.
"ABE LINCOLN IN ILLINOIS" (RKO)
Raymond Massey brings to the screen — and makes him live
again — America's greatest statesman. ... I urge you to see it.
No typical Hollywood formula is followed. . . . Grover Jones made
a brilliant movie version of Sherwood's Pulitzer Prize Play. Los
Angeles Herald Express.

A dignified, honest account of the young Abraham Lincoln. . . .
Raymond Massey's portrayal
Lincoln is one that
will
remember. . . . Ruth Gordon is of
marvelous as Mary Todd. you
. . . The
picture is far too long. — L. A. Examiner.
A reverential interpretation. . . . Oddly narrative in its technique.
... A sense of remarkable reality is conveyed. — Edwin Schallert,
L. A. Times.
at Nick's Hunting Room in the Astor
for lunch yesterday.
•
Charles E. McCarthy, Joe Lee,
Harry Buxbaum, Herman Wobber,
Ed Churchill, Robert Milton,
Walter Huston and John Huston
lunching at Sardi's• yesterday.

Harold

Kline

Heads

New
York Bookers
Harold Kline of the Cocalis Circuit
has been elected president of the MoYork. tion Picture Bookers Club of New

Nezvs from the zvarjront in France
concerns the record cold rather than
battle. Submarine maneuvers off the
West Coast, Murphy and Jackson
sworn in, jour U'. S. liners junked,
and heroes oj the Squaius being rewarded are important happenings^
cozvrcd.
Reels and then contents /oGfl
low :
MOVIETONEWS NEWS, No. 39— Squaius
heroes honored. Four liners junked in
Maryland.
maneuvers
Pacific. RecordSubmarine
snow in Rome.
Snow instorm
in Paris. Cold curtails air activities in
France. Ice skating- in Holland. French
troops in West Africa get artillery practice. "Blue Bird" opening on Broadway.
Lew Lehr.
Joe Louis
in training.
Washington University
oarsmen
in training.
Ski
jumping at River Grove, 111.
THE Record
DAY, cold
No. in
237—France.
Mines
onNEWS
British OFcoast.
New U. S. subs in Pacific. Earl Browder
convicted. Murphy and Jackson sworn in.
Senator Borah dies. Hat fashions. Washington University crew training. Skiing in
Wisconsin.
PARAMOUNT NEWS, No. 42— Browder
found guilty, sentenced. Unity Mitford
returns to England. Liners sold for scrap.
Try new windmobile in Florida. Bobbies
get new headgear for blackouts. Last
rites for Borah. Honor men of Squaius
rescue. Submarine fleet in defense maneuvers. Louis signs for bout with Godoy,
both fighters in training. U. of Washington in rowing practice. Ski tournament in
Illinois.
RKO PATHE NEWS, No. 54— Nation
mourns Borah. Crew of scuttled Nazi liner
detained in California. Unity Mitford returns to England. Diving heroes of Squaius
rewarded. Murphy and Jackson take new
jobs. University of Washington crew
training. British mine sweepers in action.
Ski jumping meet.
UNIVERSAL NEWSREEL, No. 843—
Finns capture Soviet soldiers. Nation
mourns Senator Borah. Columbus crew
quitting U. S. Squaius heroes decorated.
Murphy and Jackson take new offices. Liners ready for scrap auction. Girls don
goofy
_ swim University
suits at Miami.
Crewrace.of
Washington
prepare for
Girls fight in mud ring. Skiing. Pursuit
plane crashes in test.
Berkson

and

Mills

Form
Screencraft
Screencraft Pictures, Inc., has been
organized to distribute nationally
through state right exchanges by J.
S. Berkson and B. H. Mills, former
Republic franchise holders in Albany,
Buffalo and Detroit.
The company has ready for release
"War Angels," with an all-woman
cast; a series of six Tim McCoy
westerns
Dramas. and a series of six Thrill-OBerkson has left on a sales trip to
Detroit, Cleveland and Cincinnati.
MOTION

PICTURE

DAILY
_ (Registered
U. S.Saturday,
Patent Office)
Published
daily except
Sunday and
holidays by Quigley Publishing Company,
Inc., 1270 Sixth Avenue, Rockefeller Center,
Alec Arnswalder of M-G-M was New York City. _ Telephone Circle 7-3100.
named vice-president and Edward Cable address "Quigpubco, New York." Martin Quigley, Editor-in-Chief and Publisher;
Cresson E. Smith, Western and Susse of the same office, financial secColvin Brown, Vice-President and General
Southern sales manager for RKO, reretary. Other officers are: Ben Le- Manager; Watterson R. Rothacker, Viceturned yesterday from a tour of ex- vine, United Artists, treasurer; Dora President; Sam Shain, Editor; James A.
E. V. Richards of Saenger Circuit
is en route back to New Orleans after changes.
Fried, Producers Distributors Corp., Cron, Advertising manager; Chicago Bureau.
•
South Hollywood
Michigan Avenue,
B. O'Neill,
a brief visit at the Paramount home
recording secretary; Herb Richek, 624
manager;
Bureau, C.Postal
Union
office.
Henry Woods, M-G-M checker in
Life
Building,
Boone
Mancall,
manager,
WilU.A.,
sergeant-at-arms.
•
Weaver, Editor; London Bureau, 4,
New Haven, is recuperating in a local
Bernie Brooks of the Rosenblatt- Goldenliam R.Square,
London
Wl,
Hope
Williams,
hospital after an operation.
Welt Theatres and Dan Ponticelle,
Dr. and Mrs. J. B. Fishman of
cable address
"Quigpubco,
LonWarners, were voted trustees. Ed manager,
the Fishman Theatres in Connecticut
don." All contents
copyrighted
1940 by QuigErnst
Lubitsch
and
Albert
ley
Publishing
Company,
Inc.
Other
Quigley
Richter and Harry Margolies of
leave this week for Miami Beach.
•
Deane of Paramount were among M-G-M, Max Fried of Warners and publications: Motion Picture Herald, Better
Theatres, International Motion Picture Almanac and Fame. Entered as second class
Lou Diamond, Arthur Hopkins, diners at Jack & Charlie's yesterday. Henry Suchman were named to the
•
board of directors.
matter, Sept. 23, 1938, at the post office at
Erno Rapee, Ted O'Shea, Charles
N. Y., under the act of March
Dinner and the installation of offi- 3,New1S79.York,
Casanave, Harry Sherman, RusSam
Shain returns from WashingSubscription rates per year $6 in the
ton
today.
cers
will
be
held
Feb.
5.
sell Holman and Max A. Cohen
Americas and $12 foreign. Single copies 10c.
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Reunions

1,200

at N.

Exploit
Y.

(Continued from page 1)
from Manila ; Col. William J. Donovan, World War commander of the
regiment ; Brig. Gen. Alexander E.
{Continued from page 1)
Anderson of the N. Y. National
Mr. and Mrs. Darryl F. Zanuck, Mr._
Guard,
Jack L. Warner, vice-presiand Mrs. Herman Wobber, Mr. and
dent of Warners, and James Cagney
y/Urs.
Gene
Markey,
Joseph M.
and Pat O'Brien, two stars of the
IJthenck, Jane Darwell, Dorothy La- film.
mour, Mr. and Mrs. Spyros Skouras,
Duffy Statue Ceremony
Mr. and Mrs. W. C. Gehring, Mr.
and Mrs. William Kupper, Mr. and
By action of the New York City
Mrs. William Paley, Charles C. Mos- Council, today has been proclaimed
kowitz, J. Robert Rubin, John J. "69th Day," the celebration beginning
with memorial exercises at noon at
,
O'Connor,
Joseph Moskowitz
and
Mrs. Howard
Dietz, Mr. Mr.
and the Times Square statue of Father
Mrs. Barney Balaban, Frank Walker, Francis P. Duffy, late chaplain of the
Harry Brandt, Harry Katz, David
regiment.
Bishopof John
O'Hara,
Weinstock, Mr. and Mrs. Fred Mey- former
president
Notre F.Dame,
and
ers, Clatyon Bond, Mr. and Mrs. now supervisor of all Catholic chapCharles Skouras, Joseph Bernhard,
lains in the U. S. Army, is expected
Jack Cohn, Joseph R. Vogel, Pascal
to join Cagney and O'Brien at the
Covici, Mr. and Mrs. Gilbert Miller, ceremony.
Mr. and Mrs. Ernst Lubitsch, Mr.
Among those who will be present
and Mrs. Cornelius Vanderbilt Whit- at the Waldorf tonight, in addition to
ney, Mr. and Mrs. Theodore Roose- the foregoing, will be :
velt, Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Bayard
Major Gen. William N. Haskell,
Swope, Mr. and Mrs. Max Gordon, Major Gen. Frank McCoy, Gen.
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Campbell and Hugh A. Drum, Brig. General Rex
Mr. and Mrs. Richard E. Dwight.
B. Delacour, Irish Consul General
Among prominent magazine and Leo T. McCauley, Will H. Hays,
newspaper writers present were Adela Major Albert Warner, G. L. Sears,
Rogers St. John, Kyle Crichton, Con- Joseph Bernhard, S. C. Einfeld, Carl
de Nast, Pare Lorentz, Dorothy Kil- Leserman, Mort Blumenstock, George
gallen, Danton Walker, Louis Sobol, Gordon Battle, Bernard F. Gimbel,
John Chapman, Leonard Lyons, Mark Gen. William J. Costigan, Rev. John
Barron, Homer Croy, George Tucker
P. Boland, Judge Cornelius F. Coland Harry Hanson.
lins, Jeremiah T. Mahoney ; Martin
Conboy, Col. Charles Burleigh, Comm.
Charles Hahn, Capt. William G. GibMetro Planning 52
bon.
Hollywood Writers Fly Here
Films Next Season
Also Lt. Gov. Charles Poletti of
New York ; Edward G. Robinson,
(Continued from page 1)
Major
Gen. John J. Phelan, ConMayer came here to see. Norma
gressman James H. Fay, Irving BerShearer will star in "The World We
lin, Comptroller Joseph McGoldrick,
Make."
General John J. BenIn reply to a query whether M-G-M State'snett,Attorney
and N. Y. Secretary of State
is adding any producers or directors, Michael
J. Walsh.
Mayer said : 'We have a large and caHollywood correspondents, accompable roster now, and we are adding
panied by Wayne Morris and Jeffrey
the best production brains as fast as
Lynn, who flew in today via United
we can get them."
Airlines for the dinner are : Sidney
Mayer -said that Pandro Berman's Skolsky of the New York Post; Paul
first M-G-M assignment has not as
yet been decided. Berman, formerly Harrison, NEA ; Edwin Schallert,
RKO production executive, is due at Los Angeles Times; Jimmy Starr,
Angeles H crald-Ex press ; Harry
the M-G-M studio May 1 as associ- Los
Crocker, King Features Syndicate ;
ate producer.
Ralph Jordan, International News ;
Whether the second part of "North- Harry Mines, Los Angeles Daily
west Passage" will be filmed depends
on public reaction to the first part, Neivs; Hy Gardner ; Harry Friedman : Inez Robb ; Whitney Bolton,
based on Book 1, which is scheduled
Morning Telegraph ; Erskine Johnfor Feb. 23 release, said Mayer.
son ; Arthur Ungar and Herbert
Mayer plans to be here about a
week and will go to Miami to confer Stein.

To

Daily

Dinner

in Attack

'69th';
Today

On

Neely

Bill,

guest of honor will be Raymond J.
Cites
Dangers
Kelly, national commander of the
American Legion. "The Fighting
(Continued from page 1)
69th" will be screened. Among those
present will be Frank Gannett, presi- ducer-distributor must not depart from
dential candidate.
synopsis on penalty of $5,000 fine and
imprisonment.
Bowron, Fitts, Dawson and Olson
"Here is a plan which would stop
At Los Angeles Reunion
production temporarily, keep production in low gear and which would
Los Angeles, Jan. 23. — In addition
to a host of prominent guests headed make good production all but imposby Gov. Olson of California, others to
sible. It would lead to endless litigaattend the "69th" reunion dinner are
tion over synopses."
Mayor Bowron, District Attorney
Fitts, and Judge Dawson. Station House to Pass Neely Bill
KECA will be the local outlet for the By 2-to-l Vote, Says Cole
NBC broadcast.
The Neely bill will be reported on
the floor of the House late in the
High Officials to Address
Spring and will be passed by a twoReunion at Burmingham
to-one vote, predicts Col. H. A. Cole, ■
Birmingham, Ala., Jan. 23.— Col- president of Allied States, who is in
onel Henry C. Woods, president of
If the Interstate Comthe Alabama State Association, and New York.
merce Committee decides not to hold
L. Y. Bird, president of the local hearings, Cole sees earlier action.
Rainbow Division chapter, will head
Cole indicated that Allied will not
a large group of veterans who will wage an intensive campaign for pasmeet tomorrow night. Their prosage of the bill inasmuch as it has
gram includes speeches by high state the support of many public groups.
officials who will be heard locally
Abram F. Myers, chairman of the
over WSGN.
board, recently circulated a "white
paper" among independent exhibitors
and newspapers outlining the reasons
Reunions of the "69th" are sched- why the measure should be supported.
uled in many other cities, among them
"The state rights market will exbeing Washington, D. C, Kansas
pand tremendously if the bill is passed,
City, Baltimore, Orlando, Fla., Cleve- and there will also be expansion in
land, Youngstown, Detroit, Oklahoma production and exhibition," Col. Cole
declared.
City, Denver, Mansfield, O., Marys"Dissolution of the Motion Picture
ville, O., San Diego, Lancaster, Pa.,
Patents Co. 25 years ago brought
Montgomery, Ala., Des Moines and dustry.
Danville, 111.
great expansion throughout the inReunions in Other Cities

Columbia
U.S.

Opposes

Quiz of Officials
(Continued from page 1)

be forced to testify here, Frohlich continues, itwould mean a disruption of
the entire production program and a
"consequent substantial loss."
Moreover, the affidavit argues, the
government can obtain all its necessary information by answers to its
interrogatories. The government
should first be compelled to furnish
its answers to Columbia's interrogatories served upon it before testimony
of these officials are taken, Frohlich
declares.
Finally, the affidavit contends that
the government was seeking an examination in spite of the fact that it
had failed to furnish any concise details of its charges against Columbia.
with Nicholas M. Schenck, M-G-M
No examination should be granted unJohnson,
Kelly,
Woods
president. He is accompanied by Mrs.
til the company was fully apprised of
Mayer and Howard Strickling, studio To Attend Chicago Dinner
what violations of law were allegedly
publicity director.
Chicago, Jan. 23. — "The Fighting committed by it, the affidavit con69th" will be shown at a reunion din- cludes.
William P. Farnsworth, head of the
ner party at the Sherman Hotel toKearney Testifies
morrow night. Among distinguished
Boston, Jan. 23. — Alexander Kear- guests will be J. Monroe Johnson, N. Y. Anti-Trust Division, reserved
ney continued his testimony today in Assistant Secretary of Commerce ; all comments until the date of the
the Morse and Rothenberg anti-trust
hearing. The government's notice of
suit against the major film compa- Mayor Kelly, who designated tomor- examination calls for the appearance
of
Columbia officials on Feb. S. They,
row as "Rainbow Day" in Chicago
nies. He will continue on the stand and General
Woods. Reunions will thus, are scheduled to be the first
tomorrow. Kearney is assistant manbe held in many cities in the terri- ranking company executives whom the
ager for the Shea circuit.
tory, including Milwaukee, Minneapo- government proposes to examine.
lis, St. Paul and Springfield.
Indications are that other defendant
Lynn Farnol to Coast
companies
will not oppose the govLynn Farnol, United Artists adver- U. S. Legion Commander
ernment's
examination of company oftising and publicity director, will leave and Gannett at Rochester Party
ficers, but where certain individuals
for the Coast this weekend, to be away
Rochester, Jan. 23. — A cocktail may not be available requests to have
several weeks. Mrs. Farnol will leave party and screening will be held to- them excused from examination will
morrow at the Powers Hotel. The be made.
for Hollywood today.

"When I entered exhibition in Marshall, Tex., in 1920, there were available 850 features a year from 23 exchanges in* Dallas. Distribution has
since contracted, and now there are
available
changes. 450 features from 11 ex"Besides selectivity of product and
making films available for exhibitors,
the Neely bill, in my opinion, will open
up new fields for producers and distributors."
Inter-Union

Fight

Won by Local 306
An inter-union dispute between Operators Local 306 and Empire State
Operators Union has been decided in
favor of 306 by the New York State
Labor Relations Board.
Under the terms of the 1937 settlement between 306 and the I.T.O.A.,
the Arion (Samuel Rhonheimer) in
Middle Village, L. I., was required to
dismiss Empire projectionists and hire
306 men instead. Empire filed a complaint with the S.L.R.B. alleging that
its men were discharged because of
union affiliation. The board ruled that
the 306 agreement was made in good
faith and that the contract was signed
before the State Labor Act went into
effect and dismissed the complaint.
Union Arbitration
Is Near Completion
Arbitration of wage increase demands of Operators Union, Local 306,
from the major circuits in the city is
sesbe completed
due tosion.
Approximately at500tomorrow's
pages of testimony haveevidence
been taken
consideration of the
will and
begin
as soon
as both sides complete their evidence.
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Amusement

Tax Plan Dropped
Toronto, Jan. 23.— -The Dominion Cabinet has decided
against the inauguration of
a Federal amusement tax as
a war time measure to be applied to tickets for all forms
of entertainment throughout
Canada, it is understood.
The new levy was slated
for consideration at the session of Parliament which
opens at Ottawa Jan. 25 but
the idea has been dropped
because it would duplicate
the amusement taxes imments. posed by Provincial Govern-

"Gone With the Wind" continues
to set box-office records for grosses
and advance sales, M-G-M reports,
while 29 additional engagements have
been set, bringing the total of bookings to 207 in 190 cities.
In Detroit, where the film opens
Thursday at two theatres, the advance
sale is reported as $47,000, and in
Baltimore advance ticket sales are
$43,000 with all seats sold for the first
week and 85 per cent for the second.
In Dayton a record house advance
of $14,000 is reported ; Memphis, $20,300; Rochester, $31,000; Washington,
$34,600, and St. Louis, $42,000. Indianapolis reports $26,000, representing a 100 per cent sellout for the first
and Chiefs
week, 95 per cent for the second. Skouras
Cleveland is said to be 95 per cent
sold out for the first week, 85 per cent
for the second, with total advance re- Off for Coast Today
ceipts of $31,000.
The picture again grossed more
Spyros Skouras, head of National
than $50,000 last week in Los AnTheatres,
and a group of circuit exgeles, including $23,200 reported for
ecutives leave today for Los Angeles
the Carthay Circle and $29,000 for the
where they will attend the annual conUnited Artists.
ference of division managers, beginning Monday.
In the group will be Charles
Dembow
to Share
Skouras, head of Fox West Coast, and
Bud Lollier and William Leris of that
Duties with Netter circuit, who have been visiting here ;
William Powers, chief film buyer ; Ed
Sam Dembow, Jr., will share with Zabel, film buyer, and John Healy,
Leon D. Netter the film buying and assistant to Spyros Skouras.
theatre operations duties presently
The meeting will concern itself
handled by the latter when Dembow chiefly with operating policies.
takes over his new post as a Para- Skouras plans to be gone about two
mount home office theatre executive, weeks.
Jan. 29.
Barney Balaban, Paramount president, outlining duties to be assigned RCA
Competitors Get
Dembow, said that the work of LeonTelevision Licenses
ard Goldenson and M. F. Gowthorpe,
home office theatre executives, would
Washington, Jan. 23. — Otto S.
not be affected.
Schairer, vice-president of RCA, told
Corporate and general problems of the F.C.C. today with respect to teletheatre policy, as well as real estate
vision patents that the company has
matters, will continue under Golden- offered licenses to competitors who are
son's supervision, and Gowthorpe will capable of producing reliable apparatus. About 50 receiver manufacturers
continue in charge of financial problems relating to theatres and certain are licensed for television and facphases of real estate and corporate
simile apparatus, and 11 for tubes, he
matters.
said.
Regulation

of

Bingo

E. W. Engstrom, RCA research director, expressed confidence that a
flexible television receiver could be
built to avoid obsolescence and loss to
the public if future developments result in different standards from those
now in use.

Proposed in Albany
Albany, Jan. 23. — Assemblyman
Max Turshen of Brooklyn today introduced in the New York State legislature aproposal for the regulation
of Bingo under the control of the Stations in Canada
Department of State. The game would
be restricted to bona fide charitable,
Fear 'Drowning Out*
civic and similar organizations, estabMontreal, Jan. 23. — Fears that private Canadian radio stations will be
lished at least five years before application for a license to use Bingo.
drowned out by stronger American
The bill establishes a flat annual stations, as a result of the Havana
license fee of $100, plus a five-cent treaty were expressed at the annual
state tax on the first 50 cents charged convention of the Canadian Associafor the Bingo card. The measure
tion of Broadcasters here.
would prohibit the playing of Bingo
Permission
will be sought to allow
more than four hours in any one day,
private
Canadian
stations to use the
playing after midnight or on Sunday.
Misdemeanor penalties are provided maximum amount of power permissible on the respective channels.
for violation.
More than sixty delegates attended
the session. Harry Sedgewick, president, reported that improved relations
Disney Hearing Thursday
existed
between private stations and
Chicago, Jan. 23. — The petition of
Walt Disney Enterprises, Ltd., charg- the Canadian Broadcasting Corp.
ing violation of an injunction issued
Following directors were elected toin 1936 restraining United Biscuit Co.
day : Harry Sedgwick, H. Gooderfrom making cookies of Disney car- man, S. Neale Fredericton, Marcel
toon characters, will be heard by Fed- Lefebvre, A. A. Murphy, H. R. Carson and G. Love.
eral Judge Holly Thursday.
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Toronto, Jan. 23. — Circuit and independent theatre officials and film
distributors have been elected to offices in the Toronto Board of Trade
Film Section for 1940. Nat Taylor,
general manager of 20th Century Theatres, and vice-president of the Independent Theatres Association, is the
chairman of the section and Louis
Rosenfeld, general manager of Columbia Pictures of Canada, Ltd., is vicechairman.
Members of the executive board are :
J. P. O'Loghlin, general manager of
20th Century-Fox Corp., Ltd. ; B.
Geldsaler, Famous Players Canadian
Corp., and Harry Alexander, president
of the Independent Theatres Association and manager of the Lansdown
Theatre, Toronto, with F. D. Tolchard
as secretary.
Albany

Allied

Intact

Despite Resignations
Resignation of six members does
not mean the disruption or abandonment of the Albany unit of the Allied
Theatre Owners of New York, according to Edmund Souhami, organization counsel.
Souhami attended the meeting in
Albany Monday at which the resignations were submitted after the unit
went on record for the Neely bill,
contrary to the majority vote at a
recent state meeting in Syracuse.
A meeting will be held shortly at
which a successor will be elected to
Mitchel Conery, regional vice-president, who was one of those resigning.
Souhami said that the organization
has about 200 members throughout
the state. In addition to Albany, units
are maintained in New York City,
Syracuse and Buffalo areas.
Allied States will not take advantage of the present situation as an
opening to renew efforts to organize
an affiliated organization in New York
State, said Col. H. A. Cole, national
president, yesterday in New York.

Capital Gets Radio Columns

coopera
TER
GREA
ers and
to be
seemsbetween
radiotion
newspap
indicated in Washington where, until
a few weeks ago, there were no radio
columns in the daily press. Recently,
WJSV, the CBS outlet there, jf|\
a daily
return
timetoingive
air
ton radio
Piw '
Washing
the for
ranged
column edited bv Bill Slocum of the
WJSV staff. "Subsequently, WOL,
Mutual's outlet, made a similar deal
Times-H
with
n erald,
stint.
dailyWOL's
doing awith
Walterthe Compto
The result is an amiable solution of an
old feud with everybody gaining.
Free Radios for Schools
San Francisco schoolrooms will
receive free radios as a result of
Philco's
advertising
campaign.
Under a deal
worked out
by KSFO,
San reconditioned
Francisco, allby"trade-ins"
will
be
Philco service
men and turned over to the public
schools.
Program News
General
the Band," Mills
a new mill
type sponsor
of quiz "Beat
show,
over NBC-Red beginning Sunday at
6 :30 P. M. The show will feature
Ted Weems' band as the experts who
are required to play a song in answer
to a question submitted by the audience. . . . "Dinner at Home" a new
series of programs on food and dining
habits, zvill be started over WOR by
Gaynor Maddo.v on Monday, Feb. 12,
at 9:15 P. M. . . . Raymond Gram
Szving, Mutual's news commentator,
will drop his Tuesday and Thursday
broadcasts beginning Feb. 12. . . .
"Ski Conditions," a weekend weather
service for ski fans, has been increased
from one five-minute program to two
ten-minute programs over WHN by
Pennsylvania Drug Co., the sponsor.
. . . "So You Think You Know
Music" returns to the CBS network
next Sunday at 2 :30 P. M. . . . U. S.

Smoking Tobacco has renewed "Pipe
Smoking Time" over CBS.
British Withdrawal
Short Wave Auto Sets
An automobile radio to receive
Pact Looms
Today
Formula for apportioning among short wave broadcasts for motorists who travel out of the range of
seven major companies individual the usual medium wave stations
shares of the exportable $17,500,000 of has been announced by Philco. The
their British revenue may be agreed
sets will be sealed to prevent reupon today by company heads.
ception of police broadcasts because
A formula which apportions a with- of the various State laws which fordrawal share for each company
bid such reception.
equivalent to its percentage of the toPersonalities in the News
tal business done by the seven companies in Britain during the past two
Charles Stark, CBS commentator,
years was approved by company heads has been engaged by the Feagin
and the M.P.P.D.A. a week ago. In School of Dramatic Arts as director
the meantime, minor details of the
of the radio departm-ent. . . . Herbert
agreement have been revised and new Marshall,
Ingrid Bergman and Gail
ones added, delaying its closing.
Patrick
"Intermezzo"
on the will
"Lux appear
Radio inTheatre"
next
Monday at 9 P.M. . . . Bob Edge,
Century Executives
CBS expert on hunting and fishing,
Off for Lake Placid zvill be guest of honor of the Quebec
Fred Schwartz, Joseph Springer Anglers Association on Jan. 31. . . .
Stockton, production manand Moe Eisenberg, Century Circuit Roscoeager B.
at KOA, Denver, will resign
executives, leave today for a "long Feb. 1 after 11 years of service. John
weekend" at Schwartz's Camp Timber B. Lyman will succeed him. . . I
Doodle, Lake Placid, N. Y.
Daniel C. Studin. has been elected
Arthur, Emanuel and Charles Sil- president of Star Radw Programs,
verstone, J. J. Milstein, Harry Ko- Inc. . . . Paul Gen-its, comedian, is
siner, Monroe Greenthal of United reported slated for a commercial show
Artists and Arthur Baker of Century over NBC with Bnmszmcke-Balkewill join them tomorrow.
Callendar as sponsor.
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A total of 34 to 36 features will be
produced on the Paramount lot next
season, Y. Frank
Freeman, vice;president and studio head, said yesterday at the conclusion of several days
Iof production conferences at the home
office.
The company's release schedule for
1940-'41, will be augmented, however,
by 10 or 12 additional pictures, including Harry Sherman's "Hopalong
Cassidys," which are not made on the
Paramount lot, and several producto be made in Paramount's British tionsstudios.
This represents a reduction of 13 to
17 pictures, compared with the current
season's schedule of 61, including
westerns and British-made pictures.
The exact number of British productions which will find a place on
]the Paramount release schedule here
has not been determined yet, but it is
;known that they will not number more
than three or four, thus holding the
total new season releases to a maximum of 44 to 48.
Freeman ascribed the reduction to
the
disturbed
market conditions
(Continued on page 16)
British

Newsreels

Escape Censorship
London, Jan. 24. — Despite pleading
|in the House of Lords today, Lord
Denman's motion demanding Government censorship of British newsreels
jwas withdrawn.
The Government delegated the reply
to a minor spokesman, the Marquess of
Dufferin, who stressed the need for
safeguarding liberties. He asked that
neither the press nor the screen be
penalized for individual lapses.
The Government spokesman scored
I the Paramount newsreel, whose clip
i on the return to England of Unity
Mitford from Germany was the cause
of the threatened censorship. He declared, "As an example of sadistic
brutality it would be hard to beat."
However, he said, though deplorable,
it was no worse than the press treatment generally.
He promised to study the practicability of prohibiting further circulation of the offending newsreel item.

YORK,

U. S. A., THURSDAY,

Italian Film Decree
Called Harm to U. S.
The new Italian films decree which went into effect
this week provides no relief
for American distributors
from the monopolistic and
financial features of the previous Italian regulations "and
may be even worse for American distributors than were
those regulations," an official
industry spokesman stated
yesterday
In consequence, it was said,
there is even less prospect of
the American companies returning to the Italian market
now than there was before.
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35

Loew

Theatres

IDEAS
ABUSES

Commerce
Is Result
Hint

'Wind'— First
Open
Big-Sized Booking

CENTS

Dept. Report
of Parleys;

Negotiations

By SAM SHAIN
Washngton,
D. C, picture
Jan. 24.industry,
— A report on the motion
Today and tomorrow the trade will embracing a program designed to
get its first general booking impact of eliminate "abuses" in the business,
"Gone With the Wind," when the has been formulated by the Department of Commerce and presented to
picture begins engagements in 35
Loew theatres, besides numerous other the Department of Justice for its immediate consideration.
spots around the country. Until now
This
report,
completed a week ago,
the picture has played in only eight
is the result of conferences which
or 10 selected cities.
Radio Giveaways
In these latter locations, the picture commerce department officials held
important industry executives
was the excuse for a civic celebration, with
last year.
Cited to Congress
and thus far there is no letup in that
At the Department of Justice, offiWashington, Jan. 24. — Giveaway enthusiasm, according to home office
cials described parts of the report as
radio programs were called to the at- reports as late as last night when the
tention of Congress with the insertion final Loew booking checkup was made. recommending
ideas "revolutionary"
in character. Authorities
declined to
in the Congressional Record by RepCompany officials report that in one reveal the contents.
resentative Tenerowicz of letters from
city advertised
where the orpicture
hasn't there
even
Observers believe that the Departeven booked,
Michigan exhibitors complaining of been
ment of Commerce report may be the
has been a spontaneous advance ticket beginning of an effort to inaugurate
the "Pot of Gold" program.
Tenerowicz said: "These letters as- demand amounting to more than negotiations on behalf of the industry
sert that incalculable losses in revenue
to correct abuses and thus satisfy the
The advance sale at the Brooklyn
are being suffered by this legitimate $50,000.
Government's anti-trust campaign obgroup of taxpayers every Tuesday Metropolitan up to last night was re- ectives.
night when this particular program
Officials(Continued
of the Department
ported at $39,000. Many "Gone With
on page 7) of Justakes to the air. To me it is a palpably the Wind"
dinner parties have been
unethical intrusion and a matter that arranged following the premiere.
deserves immediate 'policing' by the Brooklyn debs will be hostesses at the
theatre. A National Guard regiment 469th' Reunion
Hails
commission."
Tenerowicz stated that Cooperative will form a guard of honor for Ona
Theatres of Michigan has filed a com- Munson who appears in the picture.
Governor Moore of New Jersey Film, Heroes of War
plaint against the program of the F.
will headline celebrities at the Jersey
By AL FINESTONE
C. C, but added that "it is my understanding that because of legal loop- City premiere.
comis
theatre
The
Climaxing
a whirlwind advance ex(Continued
on
page
7)
(Continued on page 16)
ploitation and publicity campaign for
Warners' "The Fighting 69th," a banquet last night at the Waldorf-Astoria
developed into an impressive tribute
to the famous World war regiment
Wrath'
Grosses
$9,000,
and to producers of the picture.
More than 1,300 persons, many of
them
medal-bedecked, uniformed miliRivoli
at
Record
Breaks
tary leaders, attended the dinner — the
key reunion of 40 similar assemblages
of Rainbow division members throughtheatre
The
persons.
6,700
mately
Darryl Zanuck's film version of seats 2,095.
out the country. At each of them,
John Steinbeck's novel, "The Grapes
"The
Fighting 69th" was screened and
With
clear,
cold
weather
yesterday
of Wrath," opened at the Rivoli on
acclaimed.
Broadway yesterday and smashed the morning, the crowds started forming
A 40-piece band, accompanied by a
theatre's all-time opening day record before the house opened at 9 :30, when
with an estimated gross of between the price was 35 cents. The S.R.O. color guard, played military airs,
$9,000 and $9,500 for the day. _ It is sign went up shortly thereafter, and among them being the regiment's song
the sale of tickets was halted tempo- and popular war-time tunes.
playing on a continuous run policy.
Seated on the dias were Col. John
The house was opened in 1917, and
rarily at 10:15. Another box-office
set up to handle the crowds for J. Mangan, who served as master of
the previous opening day record was was
the second show.
ceremonies ; Bishop John F. O'Hara,
by Charlie Chaplin's "Modestablished
The price went to 55 cents for the Governor Lehman, Brig. Gen. Alex
ern Times" in 1936. By comparison,
the Chaplin film ran 95 minutes, while second show, 65 cents at 2:15 and 99 E. Anderson, Col. William J. DonoGen. W. N. Haskell, Gen.
"The Grapes of Wrath" runs two cents, the evening price, at 6 P.M. Hugh van,A.Maj.Drum,
Will H. Hays, Jack
horus and ten minutes.
During the morning the crowd, two
L.
Warner,
S.
Charles
Einfeld, JereUp to 5 P.M. yesterday, the 20th deep, lined Broadway from 49th to
miah T. Mahoney, Leo T. McCauley,
Century-Fox feature had grossed 50th Sts., and extended around to 7th
(Continued on page 16)
Ave. on 50th St.
$3,100, and had played to approxi-
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BARNEY BALABAN, Paramount
president, will leave for Florida
on Sunday for a vacation of several
weeks.
•
Sidney Phillips, Tom Robinson,
Harry Sherman, Sam Shain, Harry Brand, Ted O'Shea, George
Weltner, Joseph Moskowitz, Wally Owen, Owen Davis, Jimmy
Starr, Bob Weitman and Tom Connors at Nick's Hunting Room in the
Astor for lunch yesterday.
•
Y. Frank Freeman, Leonard
Goldenson, Austin Keough, Louis
Phillips, Ed Schnitzer, Charles
E. McCarthy, Herman Wobber,
Otto Preminger, Benny Davis, Bob
Chester, Larry Adler and Helen
Lynd lunching at• Sardi's yesterday.
Budd Rogers, vice-president and
general manager of Alliance Films,
and Mrs. Rogers celebrate their 20th
wedding anniversary Saturday simultaneously with the graduation of their
son, Richard, from Junior High
School.
•
Gloria Jean, Universal player, will
leave the Coast Friday to attend the
President's Birthday Ball and a White
House party in Washington Tuesday.
She will return to the Coast on Wednesday.
•
Leo Abrams, Universal short subject sales manager, and P. T. Bana,
district manager, were in Des Moines
yesterday conferring with J. J.
Spandau, exchange manager.
•
Mrs. A. R. Hammerslag, wife of
A. R. Hammerslag, who operates the
Pace Press, became the mother of a
girl Tuesday at Woman's
Hospital.
•
Charles
Stern,
United Artists
Eastern district manager, left yesterday for a brief vacation at Camp Timber Doodle, Lake Placid, N. Y.
•
Zeb Epstein, managing director of
the N. Y. Strand, is convalescing after
an emergency appendectomy at the
Polyclinic Hospital.
•
Emil Franke, manager of the
RKO Orpheum in Des Moines, has
returned to his office after a siege of
influenza.
•
Maurice Goldstein, M-G-M salesman in Boston, is the father of a girl
born to Mrs. Goldstein in that city.
•
Lee Goldberg, of the Big Features
Rights Exchange, Cincinnati, left for
his office last night after a visit here.
•
Jack L. Warner, vice-president of
Warners, leaves for the Coast tomorrow with Mrs. Warner.
•
Jack Kirsch, president of Illinois
Allied, has returned to Chicago after
a visit here.
•
Harry Brandt is in Miami. William Brandt leaves for Florida next
week.
•
Will H. Hays addressed the New
Rochelle Men's Club Tuesday night.
John D. Hertz, Jr., left yesterday
by plane for Miami Beach.
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THE
motion picture version of "Grapes of Wrath," anxiously
Hollywood, Jan. 24. — Twenty-five
looked forward to by advocates of the Left and timorously awaited
by others who view with concern the adaptation of material of this pictures were before the cameras this
week, as nine pictures started and
sort to the screen, has just opened at the Rivoli theatre, New York City seven finished. Twenty-two are being
Both groups will find in the Darryl Zanuck production grounds for prepared and 65 are being edited. 4%
their alternately anticipated anxiousness and apprehensions. The picture COLUMBIA— Finished: "Blondie on a
™
The tally by studios :
is a new and emphatic item of evidence in support of the frequently re
In work: "Too Many Husbands," "Men
peated assertion in these columns that the entertainment motion picture
Started:
Doctor Takes a Wife."
Without"The
Souls."
is no place for social, political and economic argument. It is a stark and M-G-M—
In Work: "40 Little Mothers,"
Budget."
"Hooray, I'm Alive."
drab depiction of a group of incidents in human misery, told against a
Started: "Two Girls on Broadway," "Edison, the Man," an untitled Dr. Kildare
chaotic jumble of philosophic and sociological suggestion and argument.
MONOGRAM—
Started: "Rhythm
of the
picture.
The suggestion and argument are the creation of John Steinbeck,
author of the story. The producer is simply the translator of what, or PARAMOUNT— In Work: "Down Went
Rio
Grande.""The Woman from Hell."
McGinty,"
some of what, he found in the story. That Mr. Zanuck and his collabora- RKO--Finished:
"Irene."
"The
Primrose Path,"
tors did very well indeed with what they set out to handle is graphically
demonstrated throughout the production. The screen narration by
In Work: "My Favorite Wife."
ERWARD
SMALL— Finished: "My Son,
Nunnally Johnson is a creditable effort. The directorial genius which
John Ford has stamped upon a considerable number of American pro 20TH CENTURY-FOX— Finished: "Dance
with the Devil," 'Hotel for Women
ductions is here again conspicuous. The mistake is not in the execution
for screen purposes of the Steinbeck story. It is in its selection in the
In "Viva
Work: "I Was An Adventuress,"
My Son."Cisco Kid."
first place as material suitable for the screen.
Started: "Sailor's Lady," "Earthbound,"
"Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star."
The audience import of the picture — inevitably because of the subject UNIVERSAL — In Work: "It's a Date,"
"Black Friday," "The House of Seven
master upon which it was based — becomes a demagogic preachment. If
No. 2."
the conditions which the picture tends to present as typical are proporStarted: "Enemy Agent."
tionately true, then the Revolution has been too long delayed. If, on
In Work: "We Shall Meet Again," "Saturday's Children" (formerly "Married,
the other hand, the picture depicts an extraordinary, isolated and nonPretty and Poor), and "Three Cheers
Gables."
typical condition and tends to persuade an audience that it is typical, then
for the Irish."
no small libel against the good name of the republic has been committed.
One contemplates with little pleasure, indeed, the impression of these Associates to Study
United States and our government, of, for and by, which this subject
Ellis' 1-Vote Victory
may create in other countries. This dilemma is in no sense an unique
Motion
Picture Associates directors
creation of this picture. It is the inevitable result of attempting theatrically to deal with problems which the necessities and limitations of the will meet next Tuesday to review the
medium render impossible of factual, analytical and faithful treatment. It is recent election in which Jack Ellis
reelected president over Morris
this very shortcoming of the medium which makes it so attractive to those was
Sanders by a vote of 62 to 61.
who wish to stampede the public emotionally rather than lead it rationShould the board find that, the elecally. It is because of this that the propagandists seek so ardently to make
tion was improperly conducted, it may
the screen their soapbox.
order a new vote. The question hinges
I|: may well be said that the producer of this subject exerted himself on whether the election was valid because one member whose ballot was
shrewdly in the selection of incidents from the original story and in the destroyed failed to cast another. A
treatment of them. Much of the coarseness, vulgarity and all of the filth protest was filed by several members
and obscenity have been chipped away. But it may be wondered why in who claim that the election should
the first place such an unpromising field of material was prospected. The have been declared a tie.
Sanders, as chairman of the board,
answer perhaps is a situation of reaction rather than initiative. Pressure
has been heavy and unrelenting. Mr. Zanuck, while issuing a series of called the directors' meeting on Ellis's instructions. Although both are
fine popular entertainments, probably had the term "escapist" hissed so ex-officio board members, neither will
often in his ear that he finally — and we hope reluctantly — decided to give attend the meeting. Members of the
them that which they like loosely to label as "significant." This he has board are Harry H. Buxbaum, Wildone and well done.
liam Stein, Seymour Schussel, Jack
Hattem and David Levy.
There remain, however, to be measured the consequences to the screen
and the consequences to reasoned judgment on those problems — political,
M. Q.
MOTION PICTURE
social, economic and religious — which the screen play, guided by the
heavy and designing hand of John Steinbeck, treats with.
DAILY
(Registered U. S. Patent Office)
Published daily except Saturday, Sunday and
holidays by Quigley Publishing Company,
Query Hammons
Feb. 29 Coney Island House
Inc., 1270 Sixth Avenue, Rockefeller Center,
Examination of Earle Hammons,
Destroyed by Fire New York City. Telephone Circle 7-3100.
iormer president of Grand National
Cable address "Quigpubco, New York." MarPictures, will be held at a meeting of
tin Quigley, Editor-in-Chief and Publisher;
Coney Island's landmark theatre,
Colvin
Brown, Vice-President and General
the
Mardi
Gras,
erected
in
1902
as
a
creditors on Feb. 29. The examinaManager;
R. Rothacker, Vicetion was adjourned yesterday due to dance hall and a few years later con- President; Watterson
Sam Shain, Editor; James A.
verted into a film house, was de- Cron, Advertising manager; Chicago Bureau,
the inability of Joseph Dannenberg,
stroyed by fire yesterday morning.
attorney for the trustee, to be present.
624 South Michigan Avenue, C. B. O'Neill,
Hollywood Bureau, Postal Union
Hammons will testify on operations of
George Asemacopoulous, operator manager;
Life Building, Boone Mancall, manager, Wilthe company.
liam R. Weaver, Editor; London Bureau, 4,
of the house for the past 18 years,
Golden Square, London Wl, Hope Williams,
estimated the damage at "over $50,- manager, cable address "Quigpubco, LonForm Realfilm, Inc.
don." All contents copyrighted 1940 by Quigley Publishing Company, Inc. Other Quigley
Realfilm Productions, Inc., has been
publications:
Motion Picture Herald, Better
The
Mardi
Gras
was
Coney
Island's
formed to produce documentary, com- oldest theatre as well as one of the Theatres, International Motion Picture Almanac and Fame. Entered as second class
mercial and other films. Sidney Kauf- oldest in Brooklyn. It was the restaurant-movie type, purchase of food matter, Sept. 23, 1938, at the post office at
man is president, John Ferno in
New York, N. Y., under the act of March
charge of production, and Leo Mittler or a beverage including the admission. 3,
1S79. Subscription rates per year $6 in the
Americas and $12 foreign. Single copies 10c.
Seating capacity was about 1,000.
in cjiarge of theatrical releases.
000."
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(Continued from page 1)
pletely sold out for the opening which
most brilliant social
will beof the
Winter.
the city's
event
In Newark, another glittering
vi-tniere will take place with the advice sale bringing in $28,000.
Loew's Stillman at Cleveland is all
decorated for its premiere. It is selling tickets into the third week with
a $36,000 total.
New Orleans is getting as excited
about "Gone With the Wind" as it is
for its annual Mardi Gras. The Hotel Roosevelt is staging a "Gone With

10,000 Circle Block
For Seats to 'Wind'
It's Regents' examination
week in the city's schools,
and when the youngsters
have no examinations they
are free.
That's one reason why
10,000 persons tried to get in
to see "Gone With the Wind"
at the Capitol yesterday.
Composing a six-deep line
encircling the block, they
clogged traffic and provided
police reinforcements with a
real problem.
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Hit

of Wrath

" ■
(20th Century-Fox)
book comes to the
best-selling
Steinbeck's
Hollywood, Jan. 24. — John
screen with little change. The film is, as the book was, a candid presentatheretion of the plight in which dispossessed farmers of Oklahoma and
abouts found themselves when they loaded their belongings aboard a
jallopy and headed for California in quest of the work too many of them
needed too badly.
Most people didn't
film.casually
is not ato pretty
a pretty
It was
and nobody
pick up
the itkiddies
for and
aroundbook
book
the not
leave
should handle the picture less carefully. The picture lacks the ugly onesyllable words of the book but not the ideas they represented nor the
situations in which they were spoken.
It has been said that John Steinbeck lived with the people of his book
for something like two years before putting pen to paper, knew them
and their circumstances as intimately as if he were one of them. If he
had taken along a camera and set it up at appropriate intervals he would
have come back with just about the picture that Darryl F. Zanuck has
produced, granting, of course, that the things Steinbeck reported are the
things that were there.
The picture, directed by John Ford from a screenplay by Nunnally
Johnson, which virtually rewrites the book, is strictly in the newsreel
manner, presenting its subject matter without benefit of glamor, technological or photographic. It is a device sometimes profitable with respect
to story points, sometimes costly.

Loop

Gross

Chicago, Jan. 24.— "Raffles" at the
United Artists and "The Return of
Dr. X" at the State-Lake and "Swanee
River"Theat extreme
the Chicago
fair
business.
cold did
weather
and holdovers cut into grosses deeply.
Estimated takings for the week end-

"Intermezzo" (U. A.)
ing Jan. 17-20:
APOLLO— (1,400) (2Sc-55c-75c) 7 days,
3rd week. Gross: $3,000. (Average, $6,000)
"Swanee River" (ZOth-Fox)
CHICAGO— (4,000) (35c-55c-7Sc) 7 days.
Stage: Vaudeville Revue. Gross: $26,000.
(Average, $32,000)
"The Great Victor Herbert" (Para.)
GARRICK— (900) (35c-40c-65c) 7 days, 2nd
week. Gross: $4,200. (Average, $5,000)
"Main Street Lawyer" (Repub.)
ORIENTAL— (3,400) (25c-35c-40c) 7 days.
Stage: Vaudeville Revue. Gross: $13,200.
(Average, $13,000)
"Hunchback of Notre Dame" (RKO)
PALACE— (2,500) (35c-55c-75c) 7 days,
3rd week. Gross: $8,000. (Average, $12,000)
"Gulliver's Travels" (Para.)
ROOSEVELT— (1,300) (35c-55c-75c) 7
days, 4th week. Gross: $6,600. (Average,
$11,000)
"The Return of Dr. X" (W. B.)
Zanuck's fidelity to the Steinbeck text, within such limitations as he
STATE- LAKE— (2,700)
(2Sc-35c-40c) 7
saw fit to impose in the interests of decency, is complete as far as it goes. days.
"Raffles"
Stage:
Armetta
(U. Henry
A.)
Gross:
$13,300.
(Average,
$12,000)and Revue.
The story stops, however, with the disintegrating Joad family on its
way to Fresno and the further and final disasters which, in the book,
UNITED ARTISTS— (1,700) (35c-55c-75c)
7 days. Gross: $12,000. (Average, $14,000)
awaited them there.
As is rather well known, the Joad family of the Steinbeck book were

farmers "pushed off" the lands of their ancestors by the owners into
whose hands they passed when the profits of working the land became
too meager to support share croppers. The film lays blame for this state
the Wind" ball. The sale of reserved of affairs upon dust storms and tractors.
seats has already yielded $30,000. _
The grief of the family as it leaves for California, the sorrows that
Even the smaller cities like Springfield, Mass., New Haven and Hart- come to it en route, the confusion and despair in which the family finds
ford, Conn., will witness elaborate itself as money runs out and as organized resistance defeats their efforts
premieres.
to find work with which to reestablish the home unit in California, are
At Washington, D. C, the "Gone plainly and often eloquently depicted. Many of the incidents are indiWith the Wind" premiere will be a
vidually tragic and the whole course of the story is downward.
headlining society event. The advance
There
are few relieving comedy touches and one of these has to do
sale has hit $40,000. Baltimore is a
great deal more enthusiastic, its ad- with the two Joad children's discovery that what they have believed to
vance sale measuring up to $48,000. be a shower bath is a toilet.
Wilmington, Del., and St. Louis will
Performances are realistic in consonance with the manifest Zanuck
have distinguished premieres, too.
determination to produce a graphically realistic picture of a drab subject. Most prominent in the cast are Henry Fonda, Jane Darwell, John
U. S. Drafts Ideas
Carradine, Russell Simpson, Charley Grapewin, John Qualen, Doris
Bowdon, Zeffie Tilbury and O. Z. Whitehead. Many other well known
To End Trade Evils
players
participate.
(Continued from page 1)
Running
time, 128 minutes. "A."*
Roscoe Williams
tice, however, said that the report has
no bearing on the New York anti'A" denotes adult classification,
trust suit which is scheduled to come
to trial on May 1 before U.S. Judge
Goddard. The suit is definitely going
'Four Wives' Gets
to trial, the Department of Justice 'Hunchback' Draws
emphasizes.
$4,800 in St. Louis
$9,500, New Haven
The suit can be ended without a
trial if and when the motion picture
St. Louis, Jan. 24. — Zero weather
New Haven, Jan. 24. — "Hunchback
industry presents to the Government of Notre Dame" took $9,500 at the again crippled St. Louis business — the
specific proposals which satisfy the Loew-Poli. "Destry Rides Again" and third week that has been affected by
Federal objectives in the case, it was "Main Street Lawyer" took $6,500 in bad weather. "Four Wives" and "Prideclared. The Government also would nine days at the Paramount.
vate Detective" took $4,800 at the
Missouri.
demand that these proposals be inEstimated takings for the week endEstimated takings for the week endcorporated in a consent decree aping Jan. 19 :
proved by the U.S. court.
ing Jan. 18:
"Swanee River" (20th-Fox)
Washington officials expressed, as "Joe and Ethel Turp Call on the President" "The Housekeeper's Daughter" (U. A.)
"The
Secret of Dr. Kildare" (M-G-M)
(M-G-M)
an "uncompromising objective," the
LOEW'S
-40c -55c) 7
COLLEGE—
(1,499)
(35c-50c)
7
days,
2nd.
days. Gross: STATE—
$12,500. (3,162)
(Average,(25c$13,000)
demand that production and distribu- week. Gross: $2,700. (Average, $2,700)
tion companies must divest themselves
"Hunchback of Notre Dame" (RKO)
of Notre Dame" (RKO)
FOX — (5,038) (25c-40c-55c) 5 days. Gross:
of their theatre ownership and opera- "Hunchback
LOEW-POLI— (3,040) (35c-50c) 7 days. $5,000.
(Average, 7 days, $11,000)
tion.
Gross: $9,500. (Average, $8,000)
"Gulliver's
Travels" (Para.)
Thus far, the industry has not sub- "Destry Rides Again" (Univ.)
"Laugh It Off" (Para.)
mitted any definite proposals to the "Main Street Lawyer" (Repub.)
AMBASSADOR— (3,018) (25c-40c-55c) 7
Government for the cancellation of the
PARAMOUNT— (2,348) (35c-50c) 9 clays. days.
Gross: $10,000. (Average, $11,500)
New York suit, although close to 100 Gross: $6,500. (Average, $4,000)
"Four Wives" (W. B.)
conferences of one kind or another "A Child Is Born" (W. B.)
Johnny, How You Can Love" (Univ.) "Private Detective" (W. B.)
have been held on matters pertaining "Oh,
MISSOURI— (3,514) (25c-40c-55c) 7 days.
ROGER SHERMAN— (2,200) (35c-50c) 7 Gross:
$4,800. (Average, $4,000)
days. Gross: $4,500. (Average, $5,000)
to the litigation.

First

Trust

Feb.

2

at

Hearing
Nashville

Initial hearing in the Government's
anti-trust suit against Crescent Amusement Co., Nashville, and major producers and distributors is scheduled
for Feb. 2 in U. S. District court at
Nashville.
Defendants will enter motions for
a bill of particulars from the government, for a more specific bill of complaint, and for a 40-day extension of
the time for defendants to answer the
Federal complaint.
In line
the government's
request thatwith
defendants
in the Federal
anti-trust suit in New York agree to
accept uniform replies to the seven
sets of interrogatories served on the
government by the defendants, a consolidated list of interrogatories has
been prepared by defense counsel
which combines the essential features
of the original seven sets.
If all defendants approve the consolidated list, the government's task
of answering
defendants'
interrogatories will be greatly
facilitated
as it
will be necessary for the government
to answer only the one set instead of
seven separate lists of interrogatories,
each numbering approximately 55 to
70 queries.
Davidson
For

Ad

Film

Head
Alliance

Sidney C. Davidson has been apadvertising
and publicity
rectorpointed
for Film
Alliance
of the U. diS.
by Nat Wachsberger, vice-president.
Davidson formerly headed exploitation
for Warners and worked at the
World's Fair.
Norman Elson, sales manager, has
left for a business trip westward which
will take him to Hollywood.
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•

Theatre

Shift Warner Managers
Philadelphia, Jan. 24. — Sam Tietelman, manager of the Columbia, has
been transferred to a similar post at
the . Commodore. John Satheroff,
Commodore manager, moves to Tietelman's place at the Columbia. Raymond Burke, chief of service at the
Uptown Theatre, has been promoted to
assistant manager at the Bromley. All
are Warner houses.
Opening Emporia Theatre
Kansas City, Jan. 24. — Jack Johnston, who formerly operated the Ritz
at McPherson, Kan., is opening a new
house at Emporia, Kan., this Spring.
Work is expected to start on the remodeling of a building in downtown
Emporia this month. The house, costing $20,000, will seat over 450.
New Theatre for Baton Rouge
Baton Rouge, La., Jan. 24. — A. J.
Higgenbotham announces early construction here of a new theatre to
seat 2,200. The house, to be named
the Hart, will cost approximately
$275,000 and will be operated by Paramount-Richards division of the Saenger Theatres Corp.
Reopens Remodeled Theatre
Denver, Jan. 24. — After spending
$10,000 in remodeling the Bideawee,
J. J. Goodstein has reopened it as the
Lincoln. This name was picked because of its nearness to a proposed
federal housing project to be known
as Lincoln park.
Leases House in Arkansas
Stamps, Ark., Jan. 24. — The State
has been leased to Cecil Kelley, theatre
operator of Plain Dealing, La. New
equipment is to be installed and the
theatre will open shortly. The State
formerly was operated by B. R. McLendon of Atlanta.
20th-Fox Promotes Wahl
Oklahoma City, Jan. 24. — Donald
Wahl, formerly assistant ad sales
manager at the 20th Century-Fox exchange here, has been promoted to ad
sales manager in Memphis. Ross
Howard has been named new assistant here.
Closing Kansas House
Kansas City, Jan. 24. — Page Huston, Wichita, Kan., exhibitor, is closing the Crawford there on Jan. 27.
The house is going dark temporarily
due to poor business induced by bad
weather and snow.
Reopening K. C. Theatre
Kansas City, Jan. 24. — W. H.
Johnson is reopening the Prospect,
neighborhood house here, which has
been dark for a year or so. The theatre is being redecorated for opening
about Feb. 1.
Remodeling in Arkansas
Kansas City, Jan. 24. — Ernest
Conard is rebuilding and reequipping
the Dixie at Huntsville, Ark., which
burned recently.

and

Picture
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Fox Intermountain Changes
To Close Spartanburg House
Denver,
Jan. 24. — Manager changes
Spartanburg, S. C, Jan. 24. — The
Criterion will be closed the last of this made by Rick Ricketson, Fox Intermountain division manager include the
month, and a new theatre will be
erected to take its place, it was an- moving of Ed Nelson from the city
nounced by R. B. Talbert, city mana- managership at Las Cruces, N. M., to
ger for the Wilby-Kincey Theatres, Denver to manage the Hiawatha; Ike
which operate the Carolina, State, Byrne goes from Delta to be citv
Strand and Criterion in Spartanburg. manager at Las Cruces; Vern FlehA
er, Billings, Mont., manager, to cr£
Seed in Albany Post
manager in Montrose, Colo. ; Don
Dungan from city manager Montrose
Albany, Jan. 24. — George Seed, to
the same job at Delta, and Lloyd
formerly manager of the Colonial, a
Morris Amusement house in Utica, Boreing has been promoted from an
has been named Harmanus Bleecker assistant to be manager of the Babcock theatre, Billings, Mont.
Hall manager by Louis Golding, Fabian district manager here. Seeds sucCircuit Renews Altec Contract
ceeds Oscar Perrin, who returns to
Comerford Theatres and affiliated
his old post at Fabian's Grand here.
Opens in Connecticut
companies have renewed service contracts with Altec for their 80 theatres
Takes 3 Hough Houses
Cheshire, Conn., Jan. 24. — Natale
in Pennsylvania, and have enlarged
Spokane, Wash., Jan. 24. — Simon
DiFrancesco has opened Cheshire's
first theatre, the 499-seat Cheshire. Amusement Co. of Missoula, Mont., their repair and replacement contracts
DiFrancesco formerly operated the has taken over the three Hough houses to include complete projection room
Annex, New Haven, which is now at Coeur d'Alene, Idaho. E. K. Taylor equipment, Altec announces.
operated
by Al Pickus as the Fair- is general manager of Simon Amusemount.
Building at Henderson, N. C.
ment, which operates theatres in WalHenderson, N. C, Jan. 24. — Work
lace and Kellogg, Idaho, and in a
Michell Joins N. S. S.
number of Montana towns.
has started on the new theatre to be
erected and operated here by S. S.
Seattle, Jan. 24. — George Mitchell,
Stevenson and associates. The new
formerly of Los Angeles, has arrived
Buys in North Carolina
theatre
open about April 1, and
here to join National Screen Service
Scotland Neck, N. C, Jan. 24. — will seatwill
600 to 700.
The
Piedmont
Theatre
Corp.
of
as salesmen covering eastern Washington, northern Idaho and Montana. Statesville has purchased the Dixie
He succeeds A. J. Sullivan, resigned. here. The deal included both the
Buy Bridgeport House
lease which was held by W. D. Joyner
Bridgeport, Conn., Jan. 24. — Samuel
and the building and theatre property Hadelman, operator of the Capitol,
Loew Renovating in Hartford
which was sold by Mrs. R. J. Madry. has bought the 499-seat Colonial from
Hartford, Conn., Jan. 24. — Loew's,
Lou Anger, who operates the Barnum,
Inc., will complete installation of new
Reopen House Near Project
Bridgeport, Alcazar, Naugatuck, and
sound, new electric fixtures, furniture
Astor, East Hartford.
and redecoration of the Palace here
Friant, Cal., Jan. 24. — With the
community booming, due to activity
on Feb. 2, when the house reopens.
Buys House in N. C.
on the huge Central Valley water
Bryson City, N. C, Jan. 24.— J.
project dam six miles from here,
Boren Gets Two More Houses
Frank Boeck and Ray Harper have E. Massie of Waynesville, who owns
Memphis, Texas, Jan. 24. — Hollis opened the Friant, 400-seat house.
and operates the Park and Pisgah in
Boren, operator of two houses here,
Waynesville and the Lyric in Sylva,
has added theatres at Tulia, Dimmitt,
Install New Seats
has purchased the Bryson here.
and Jacksboro, to his properties.
Spokane, Wash., Jan. 24. — The
Remodels Iowa House
Liberty and State have installed new
Plans Bridgeport House
seats. The latter also has installed a
Cherokee, la., Jan. 24.— The AmerBridgeport, Conn., Jan. 24. — A. M. new marquee and banners. The Fox,
ican seating 750, is being completely
Schuman, operator of the Black Rock, too, has altered its marquee lettering.
remodeled
by Dale R. Goldie, owner.
plans a new theatre in the Black Rock All three are Evergreen houses.
He expects to have the work comsection of Bridgeport, to be started
next Spring.
pleted by March 1.
Form Theatre Company
Open North Carolina House
New Haven, Jan. 24. — A new corRecarpeting Theatre
Rockingham, N. C, Jan. 24. — A
poration, the Boston Amusement
Colchester, Conn., Jan. 24. — Na- Corp., has been formed with a $50,000 third theatre here has been opened,
than Lampert will recarpet and reno- capital, and with Elsie Gurian, Sam- the Little, built by Henry C. Wall
vate the ceiling and front of his 350uel R. Hadelman, and Ida Echter as at a cost of $25,000. It seats 465.
seat Colchester Theatre here.
incorporators.
Open South Dakota Theatre
Named Student Assistant
Alter F. & M. Theatre
Martin, S. D., Jan. 24.— The InBridgeport,, Conn., Jan. 24. — Harry
St. Louis, Jan. 24. — The projection
land, a new 300-seat
has been
F. Shaw, Loew-Poli division manager, room and entrance to the Congress, opened here by C. E. house,
Bradshaw. The
has appointed Vernon Burns new stu- neighborhood house controlled by Fan- theatre cost more than $25,000.
dent assistant at the Majestic.
chon & Marco, is being altered.
Opening Theatre Feb. 12
Closes in Westport, Conn.
Take House on Coast
Monroe, N. C, Jan. 24.— The new
Westport, Conn., Jan. 24. — George
Fairfield, Cal., Jan. 24. — J. W. Center, which is being built here by
Comden has closed the Fine Arts The- Law and G. R. Moore have taken
over Monroe Theatres, Inc., will open
atre for repairs and enlargement and the Solano here from Vacaville The- about Feb. 12.
will reopen next month.
atres, Inc.
Rebuild Connecticut House
Installs New Sound Equipment
Remodel in Pawtucket
New
Haven, Jan. 24. — Warners
Leon, Iowa, Jan. 24— J. E. Michael,
Pawtucket, R. I., Jan. 24.— The wdl rebuild the 850-seat Bristol Theoperator of the Strand, is installing
recently.
is being completely reatre, Bristol, Conn., which was burned
new RCA sound equipment in his Strand here
decorated and reseated by M. & P.
theatre.
Theatres.
Interstate Circuit Changes
Austin, Texas, Jan. 24. — Recent
personnel changes in Interstate Circuit follow : Manager Jesse Melinger
is transferred from the Texas to a
similar position at the Varsity, while
Gerald Raines, assistant exhibitor of
the State, is moved as head of the
Texas.
Charles Root has been shifted from
the Varsity to the Queen as manager
and Ralph Park, Austin football star,
is now affiliated with the Paramount
service staff.
Former chief of service at the
Queen, J. T. Woods, becomes assistant manager at the Capitol, with Jeff
Wolf, replacing Woods.

Remodels Iowa House
Moseley Remodels House
Reopen in
Manly,
Iowa, Jan. 24. — H. S.
Picayune, Miss., Jan. 24. — W. L.
Alameda,
Cal.,
Moseley, manager of the Ritz, plans Twedt, owner of the Lido, has comto remodel the house, including new theatre. pletely remodeled the interior of his Berg and Meyer
opened the Lincoln
seating.

California
Jan. 24.— Harold
Plotkin have rehere.

Open Bridgeport House
Bridgeport, Conn., Jan. 24. — The
998-seat Strand Amusement Co. Hippodrome here has reopened.
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Canada's Theatre
Building Falls 24%
Toronto, Jan. 24. — The number of new theatre construction contracts for the whole
of Canada in 1939 showed a
decline of 24 per cent as compared with the previous year,
the reduction being attributed
to the European tension during the first eight months
of the year and the actual
declaration of war in September. The 1939 total was
82 theatres, having a valuation of $1,418,500 as compared with 103 new theatres
in 1938, with a value of
$1,867,100, the reduction in
money involved being 26 per
cent.

Montreal, Jan. 24. — "The Hunchback of Notre Dame" held up to
Pace, $50,300
$6,800 for its third week at the Palace,
while "Balalaika" accounted for $5,800
at Loew's in the second week. A blizzard and extreme cold hurt business.
Los Angleles,
Jan. 24. — "Gone
With the Wind" held its strong pace
Estimated takings for the week endhere, scoring a total of $50,300, with
ing Jan. 19:
<=r°l,000 at the Carthay Circle and
"Charlie
McCarthy, Detective" (Univ.)
%ri9,300 at the United Artists.
"The Witness Vanishes" (Univ.)
CAPITOL — (2,547) (25c-40c-S5c-65c) 7 days.
Estimated takings for the week end- Gross:
$6,200. (Average, $8,000)
ing Jan. 24 :
"The Royal Visit" (Official)
"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
HIS MAJESTY'S— (1,700) (25c-35c-50c) 7
CARTHAY CIRCLE— (1,518) (75c-$1.50) 7 days. Gross: $2,000. (Average, $2,000)
days, 4th week. Gross: $21,000. (Average, "Balalaika" (M-G-M)
$17,000)
LOEW'S—
(2,800) (30c-50c-60c)
7 days, 2nd
week.
Gross:
(Average, $8,000)
"Raffles"
(U. $5,800.
A.)
"Barricade" (20th-Fox)
"He Married His Wife" (Zflth-Fox)
to Paradise" (RKO)
CHINESE— (2,500)
(30c-75c) 7 days. "Escape
ORPHEUM— (919) (25c-35c-50c) 7 days,
Gross: $7,500. (Average, $12,500)
2nd week. Gross: $1,700. (Average, $5,000)
"Of Mice and Men" (U. A.)
Hunchback of Notre Dame" (RKO)
4 STAR — (900) (40c-55c) 7 days, 5th week. "The
PALACE — (2,600) (25c-40c-55c-65c) 7 days. ITO Votes Support
Gross: $3,300. (Average, $3,250)
3rd week. Gross: $6,800. (Average $10,000)
For Finnish Relief
"The Night of Nights" (Para.)
"Destry Rides Again" (Univ.)
"Television Spy" (Para.)
"Blondie Brings Up Baby" (Col.)
Support
of the Finnish Relief Fund,
PRINCESS — (2,272) (25c-35c-50c-65c) 7
HILLSTREET — (2,700) (30c-65c) 7 days,
headed by former President Hoover,
days. Gross: $4,000. (Average, $5,500)
! 2nd week. Gross: $9,700. (Average, $6,500)
was voted at a meeting of the
"Barricade" (20th-Fox)
"He Married His Wife" (Z0th-Fox)
I.T.O.A. yesterday at the Astor. On
LOEWS
STATE— (2,500) (30c-75c) 7 Labor Board Hears
"Help Finland Days," Feb. 17 and 18,
days. Gross: $9,400. (Average, $14,000)
girls in Finnish costume will be sta"Destry Rides Again" (Univ.)
TMAT
Vote Protests
tioned in lobbies for collections among
"Blondie Brings Up Baby" (Col.)
PANTAGES— (2,000) (30c-65c) 7 days,
Charging
that
the
election
held
by
3 2nd week. Gross: $9,900. (Average, $7,000) the State Labor Relations Board for patrons.
David Weinstock, who presided in
"The Great Victor Herbert" (Para.)
the absence of Harry Brandt, reported
the
Endicott
Circuit
was
improperly
PARAMOUNT— (3,595) (30c-65c) 7 days,
2nd week. Stage: F. & M. revue, Rube conducted, the Motion Picture Divi- that as a result of the organization's
Wolf and orchestra. Gross: $14,000. (Aversion of the Theatrical Managers, efforts the Brooklyn Edison Co. has
age, $18,000)
Agents and Treasurers Union asked consented to consider reductions in
"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
electric light and power charges for
UNITED ARTISTS— (2,100) (75c-$1.50) 7 yesterday that the election be set Brooklyn theatres where the monthly
aside and a new one ordered. The
|J days, 4th week. Gross: $29,300.
board reserved decision.
bill is $200 or more.
"Brother Rat and a Baby" (W. B.)
S. L. Klein, accountant, discussed
"British Intelligence" (W. B.)
Melvin
Albert,
attorney
for
EndiWARNER BROS. (Hollywood)— (3,000)
cott, asserted that the election, which Social Security payments in relation
(30c-65c)
7
days.
Gross:
$10,100.
(Average,
$14,000)
voted down the designation of to Federal and State taxes.
T.M.A.T. as collective bargaining
"Brother Rat and a Baby" (W. B.)
"British Intelligence" (W. B.)
agency, presented a true picture of
WARNER BROS. (Downtown)— (3,400) the desires of the employees and that
(30c-65c)
7
days.
Gross:
$11,300.
(Average,
$12,000)
the alleged irregularities would not
have affected the vote.
Gustave A. Gerber, union attorney,
declared that notices of the election
Enroll More Judges
were not posted in theatres, that the
For Quigley Awards union had not been permitted to use
Acceptances to the judging com- its challenge lists, and that the board
| mittee for the sixth annual Quigley had failed to provide a certified voting list. A decision is expected in
I Grand Awards already exceed the
I number for any previous year, ac- about one week.
] cording to A-Mike Vogel, chairman
of the Managers' Round Table of
1 Motion Picture Herald. Additional Harry Brand Goes
| acceptances
are expected from out-oftown executives.
Back West Today
The judging will be held Jan. 30 at
Harry Brand, 20th Century-Fox
the Hotel Astor, the winners to be studio
publicity chief, leaves for
selected from among the best entries Coast today with Mrs. Brand. the
He
tin the 1939 competitions. Arrange - arrived here last week to prepare for
I ments are being made for the presen- the arrival of Darryl F. Zanuck,
tation of the Grand Awards in HolM. Schenck and Gene Markey
1; lywood, where the theatre men will Joseph
in connection with the openings of
i be entertained.
two of the companies' big pictures,
"The Blue Bird" and "The Grapes
of Mr.
Wrath."
and Mrs. Zanuck, Schenck,
Set 'Edison' Opening
Markey
and Hedy Lamarr are exIn Port Huron Feb. 11
pected to return to the Coast in a day
Plans are near completion for or two.
the elaborate world premiere of
M-G-M's "Young Tom Edison,"
starring Mickey Rooney, at Port Hu- George Weeks, Wife
ron, Mich., on Feb. 11. The "Edison
To Vacation in South
train," owned by Henry Ford, will
George W. Weeks, general sales
run again over the route from Detroit
to Port Huron, where Edison was a manager of Monogram, leaves tomorrow with Mrs. Weeks for a two"train butcher" as a boy.
Rooney will be on board the train, week vacation in the South, following
which will carry a distinguished group which he will make a tour of exchanges inthe South and Midwest.
of public officials and members of the
Weeks will terminate his duties at
Edison family to the opening. The
mid-19th Century atmosphere of the the home office March 1 and shortly
thereafter will start
film's
will Huron.
be recreated by the program of pictures production of a
citizensstory
of Port
on the Coast.

Philadelphia
Gives

To

$16,800

'Herbert'

Philadelphia, Jan. 24. — "The
Great Victor Herbert" led the field
at the Stanley with a strong $16,800.
Mice
and Men" gave the Aldine
a"Ofnice
$10,300.
Estimated takings for the week ending Jan. 19:
"Of Mice and Men" (U. A.)
ALDINEW(1,700)
(32c-42c-57c-68c)
7 days.
Gross:
$10,300. (Average,
$8,000)
"Judge Hardy and Son" (M-G-M)
"Our Neighbors — The Carters" (Para.)
ARCADIA— (600) (32c-42c-57c) 3rd run,
2nd
week, $2,600)
5 days; 2 days. Gross: $3,100.
(Average,
"The
the Corner"
"Gone Shop
With Around
the Wind"
(M-G-M) (M-G-M)
BOYD— (2,400) (32c-42c-57c-68c) 5 days;
(86c-$1.14-$1.71)
(Average,
$13,000) 2 days. Gross: $17,500.
"The Earl of Chicago" (M-G-M)
14,000)
"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
EARLE— (4,000) (32c-42c-57c-68c) 5 days;
(75c-$l-14) 2 days. Gross: $15,200. (Average,
"Balalaika" (M-G-M)
"Brother Rat and a Baby" (W. B.)
FOX— (3,000) (32c-42c-57c-68c) 4 days; 3
days. Gross:
(Average, $13,000)
"Four
Wives" $9,100.
(W. B.)
"The Shop Around the Corner" (M-G-M)
KARLTON — (1,000) (32c -42c -57c -68c) 2nd
run,
4 days;$3,000)
2nd run, 3 days. Gross: $4,500.
(Average,
"Destry Rides Again" (Univ.)
"The Hunchback of Notre Dame" (RKO)
KEITH'S— (2,200) (32c-42c-57c-68c) 2nd
run, 4 days; 2nd run, 3 days. Gross: $3,900.
(Average, $3,500)
"The Great Victor Herbert" (Para.)
STANLEY
(3,700) (Average,
(32c-42c-57c-68c)
days.
Gross: — $16,800.
$14,000) 7
"The Amazing Mr. Williams" (Col.)
STANTON— (1,700) (32c-42c-57c) 7 days.
Gross: $5,700. (Average, $4,500)
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Motion

NBC
Use
On

Cutting
of

Films

Television

NBC again has reduced the time
devoted to films over its television
station, W2XBS, and now is transmitting only two hours of film programs weekly. These consist of one
hour of varied short subjects and one
feature.
Principal reason for the reduction,
according to E. A. Hungerford, in
charge of buying films for the station,
is the lack of satisfactory product.
Major film companies have maintained
their refusal to make their films available. As a result, the station has been
using independent and foreign product
which has not proved popular with
television audiences.
Exchange Trailers for Shorts
Hungerford is now working on several "package" deals under which he
plans to show trailers over the air in
return for use of short subjects. He
points out that this was done successfully in the case of "Mr. Smith Goes
to Washington" and is hopeful that the
experiment can be repeated on a more
regular basis.
Foreign language films are not
popular because the subtitles cannot
be read without eyestrain on the small
television screen. British independent
product is appropriate, says Hungerford, but there is still some legal confusion over television rights. British
producers, who became accustomed to
the wider range of British television,
are inclined to seek higher prices than
an American station can pay at present.
Prices paid for features average between $75 and $100, Hungerford discloses, while shorts command an average of $15. Hungerford believes that
NBC might be willing to pay more
for good product from major companies, but says that television's limited
audience precludes going much higher.
Denies Conflicting Interests
While NBC was in the strictly experimental stage, RKO-Pathe News
provided reels which were two weeks
old, but this was discontinued when
television started regular programs.
"The March of Time" is still used
over the air several months after it
has been released to theatres. NBC
has frequently considered starting a
newsreel of its own, as it would be a
relatively simple matter to mount a
camera on a mobile unit, or to send
out a lone cameraman. However, the
station has refrained to avoid conflict
with film studios.
"We are in the business of broadcasting, not producing motion pictures.
Sooner or later, Hollywood will decide to cooperate with us," Hungerford says. "In the meantime, we will
keep trying to convince film companies
that our interests do not conflict."
Based on present requirements of
two hours weekly, NBC has product
on hand sufficient for the next 25
weeks, Hungerford says.
License Suspended
License Commissioner Paul Moss
has permanently suspended the license
of the Garden Theatre, 4601 New
Utrecht Ave., Brooklyn. The theatre
has been closed.

Hollywood
On

Air

Picture

Depending

Talent

By EDWARD GREIF
Sales of radio talent to the films
have slackened down measurably during the past year, although efforts to
obtain employment for radio actors in
Hollywood have never been more
strenuous, according to George Engles, NBC vice-president and managing director
service
bureau.of the network's artists'
Two reasons are given by Engles
for the lesser number of contracts. In
the first place, he says, radio is becoming much more selective in the
kind of artists it sells to the screen.
Secondly, the current cycle of radio
has emphasized quiz shows with the
result that most big new shows have
not featured the kind of entertainers
who could be employed profitably in
Hollywood.
"Information, Please," of course, is
an exception but the popularity of
these RKO-Pathe shorts depends in
large measure on the personalities, he
points out.
"We have given up the theory of
merely selling for the sake of selling,"
Engles asserts in discussing the "selective" phase of the current trend.
"Films undoubtedly help a radio artist by giving him national exploitation but unless the film is right, it can
prove unprofitable to both Hollywood
and the artist."
Grooms Talent for Television
Radio is grooming its talent with
an eve to its photogenic appeal because
of the advent of television, he points
out. Engles is of the opinion that a
major film studio which produced
shorts specially for television could
operate at a profit as soon as a number of stations start operating around
the country. However, NBC is
grooming a stock company to travel
and give performances at various television stations. Engles believes that
such companies can serve not onlv
television but should prove a fruitful
source of material to Hollywood
scouts.
Discussing: the efforts of the artists
bureau to obtain film employment for
radio artists. Engles points out that
the attitude is now much more cautious than it was previously. Too
many artists have returned discouraged from the Coast. Now, a thorough training period is urged upon
radio talent before any effort is made
to obtain contracts.
Moving too frequently from one
field to another has often hurt an
actor's career, Engles says, and the
actors themselves are beginning to
realize it.
Movies Prefer Action Dramas
From the standpoint of the sale of
popular radio programs to the films.
Lewis H. Titterton, head of the NBC
script department, points out that the
question of the sale of daytime dramatic shows has frequently come under
discussion but that few sales have
been made.
Shows which are salable are of the
melodramatic, action type, such as
"The Lone Ranger," and "The Green
Hornet." Most radio shows, however, depend on character delineation
and the difference between aural and
visual appeal is frequently quite sharp,
Titterton says.
Shorts such as the "Information,

and
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Less

Material

Radio

Brevities

Please" series are occasionally sold
Educators to Get Radio Idea
and a good "name band" popularized
over the radio almost invariably does
of education
ERS
a short or two, he points out. Except COMMI
from SSION
48 states
and the 48 permafor
late. these there have been no sales of
nent secretaries
of state
teachers'
associations will hear
Sterling
Fisher,
In selling a highly characterized CBS director of education, on Feb.
show, there is always the danger that
the screen characters may conflict to consider proposals that the "SchA^
of the Air" be adopted as part of the
with the mental images set up by the regular
school curriculum in each
state.
Eleven
states have already takradio audience. As a "result, a valuable
en such action.
property may be lost, he declares. The
advertising agency handling the show
CBS Earnings Jump 25%
must be consulted. Frequently, after
discussion with the agency and sponNet income of CBS should run
sor, film deals which could be made about 25 per cent ahead of last year
are dropped.
for the first quarter, Wall Street
Hollywood has expressed a con- sources declare. Net income should
stant demand for story material from
cents per share as comthe one-act dramas regularly pre- equal 80
pared with 67 cents for the first
sented, says Titterton, but although quarter of 1939. CBS earned $1,151,this material is submitted at once, it 526 during the first quarter last
has thus far been found unusable because of the different requirements of
Personalities in the News
the two media. Arch Oboler and Orson Welles, he points out, have not as year.
Alfred J. McCosker, president of
yet established themselves as screen IVOR and chairman of the board at
writers, although their work in radio Mutual, leaves tomorrow with Mrs.
is outstanding.
McCosker for a four-week trip to
Hollyivood. He will be guest of
Rudy V allee while on the Coast and
Exhibitors Fighting
zvill inspect Don Lee television while
British Carbon Pool there. . . . Rush Hughes becomes
master of ceremonies on "Johnnie
London, Jan. 24. — Executive Coun- Presents,"
beginning Feb. 13. . . .
cil of the Cinematograph Exhibitors
George Fisher, commentator on
Association today determined to ask
the pool of carbon manufacturers "Hollywood Whispers," is in town.
Gardner, the former Brookagain to receive a deputation, which . . .lynHy
Eagle columnist who is now doing
will ask for greater representation and
promotion
for Hedda
more power in the pool.
ivood program,
is inHopper's
town andHollywill
Exhibitor opposition to the plan for
guesttoday
on Sam
Taylor's
show . over
higher carbon prices and rationing is be
WHN
at 5:15
P.M...
widespread and vigorous, with a deBen Bernie, recuperating at the
mand now general to refuse exhibitor Doctors Hospital from an appendeccooperation under the present conditomy, will return to the microphone
tions.
Sunday and go back to the hospital
for another week's rest. . . . Harry
Kramer, WINS announcer, is the
Morin Is Chairman
a boy.
Jan Savitt's
band,
heard of
over
NBC. . .from
the Lincoln
Of CBC Directorate father
Blue Room, has been chosen the guest
Montreal, Jan. 24. — Rene Morin
has been elected chairman of the board swing band for the President's Birthday Ball at the Waldorf. . . .
of directors of the Canadian Broadcasting Corp., according to an anProgram News
nouncement byTransport Minister C.
"Society Girl," heard Mondays
D. Howe.
Morin has been acting chairman through Fridays on 46 CBS stations at 3:15 P.M., will be moved
since the resignation of Leonard W.
Brockington last Fall. Brig. Gen. to 3:00 P.M. Monday, when "Joyce
Victor Odium of Vancouver has been Jordan, the Girl Interne" shifts to
a 2:15 P.M. spot. . . . Standard Oil
appointed vice-chairman.
of New Jersey has renewed "The
Esso Reporter" for 47 additional
weeks over WJZ. There are four
Cole Talks Tuesday
five-minute news periods daily
At Connecticut Allied and two on Sundays. ... A new
discussion series by prominent
New Haven, Jan. 24. — At a special
luncheon meeting of Connecticut Al- Catholics, "Eternal Heroines as
lied at the Hotel Garde next Tuesday, They Walk in the 20th Century,"
Col. H. A. Cole, national Allied presi- will be featured on the NBC "Call
dent ;Nathan Yamins, Frank Lyden, to Youth" programs starting Saturday, Feb. 3, at 12:30 P.M.
Arthur Howard, E. Thornton Kelly
and Sidney Samuelson will speak on
This and That
the Neely bill on the Government antiCelebrating
the decision of Hearst
trust suit against the major com- interests to retain
WINS, the station
staff is tendering a dinner to Major
panies.
E. M. Stoer, president, next Monday
at the Warwick Hotel. Major Stoer
Remaking 'Quo Vadis"
and Carl Caiman, general manager,
Hollywood, Jan. 24. — M-G-M is zvill be guests of honor.
planning a remake of "Quo Vadis" in
Local radio editors left yesterday as
color, with Robert Z. Leonard as associate producer and director for Hunt guests of NBC on a trip to Pittsburah
Stromberg. Leonard first will direct to attend the premiere tonight of the
"Pride and Prejudice," another Strom- new Westinghouse program, "Musical
berg film.
Americana."

Everybody's so nice to us!
The World -Telegram, the Cleveland Plain Dealer
and the Fame 1940 Popularity Polls awarded the
Great Majority of First Places to NBC . . .

-and

now

heaps

Radio

more

We wouldn't be human and
not feel a strong sense of
pride over all these stunning
"poll" victories. Our sincere
thanks goes not only to the
men and women who cast the

Daily

honors

votes, but to the advertisers
and agencies who made these

on

programs possible.
These polls prove one thing
NBC is successvery clearly—
fully maintaining its policy
of providing the very finest
in entertainment for its millions of Red and Blue Network listeners.
In this

poll, NBC

again

ing victory, winning
places.
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out

a sweepof
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cation, first six favorites—and
of first ten —

are
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NBC

first

NBC programs and artistsplus the many NBC services
"in the public interest,"— are
the reasons why radio owners from coast to coast agree

classifieight

out

shows!

that NBC
est
Great

World'
"Thecasti
is
ngs
Broad

System."
THESE

ARE

THE

VOTED

NBC
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Favorite

Program

Favorite

Entertainer

Most

Popular

Dance

.

ARTISTS

III

POLL!
Jell-0

.

Jack Benny

Band

Guy Lombardo*

Favorite

Serial

One

Favorite

Educational

Favorite

Female

Favorite

Male

Vocalist

(classical)

Favorite

Male

Vocalist

(popular)

Favorite

Female

Man's

Family
BROADCASTING

Favorite

Program

Vocalist

Vocalist

.

.

(popular)

America's
.

.

.

.

.

(classical)
.
.
Comedian

.

Town

Meeting

Connie

Boswell

Nelson
.

.

Bing

Eddy
L-rosny

. Margaret Speaks
Jack Benny

"Information, Please"
Favorite Quiz Program
Favorite Sports Commentator
Bill Stern
* Shared with CBS

c
THE WORLD'S

A Radio

GREATEST BROADCASTING

Corporation of America

SYSTEM

Service
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Union

Claims

69th
Hails

$6,500,

Reunion
Picture,

Beats

in '39
Members
part
of the profits to be handed over
to charity.
London, Jan. 5 (By Mail).— More
Cold than 10,000 new members are claimed
F. L. Thomas has been appointed
Seattle's
for 1939 by the National Association by Francis Harley to succeed the late
of Theatrical and Kine Employes,
Seattle, Jan. 24. — "Raffles" and with 38 wage and hour agreements Roy Simmonds as publicity director
Parof 20th Century-Fox in Great Britain.
the
at
$6,500
took
Off"
h
It
"Laug
amount, despite very cold weather, now to its credit. It is estimated that W. Buchanan Taylor, who took over
which hurt other grosses.
three-fifths of the country is now cov- Roy Simmonds' post "earlier, has left
ered by wage and hour agreements the organization.
Estimated takings for the week endconcluded by the N. A. T. K. E.
ing Jan. 19 :
The new Manchester branch of the
Ten thousand theatre employes, pro"Balalaika" (M-G-M)
C.
E. A. has been formally approved
jectionists,
attendants,
ushers,
cashiers,
(M-G-M)
"Nick Carter, Master Detective"
BLUE MOUSE— (950) (25c-40c-55c) 7 cleaners — in all over 600 houses — will by the association. A similar move is
days, 3rd week. Gross: $3,000. (Average, benefit substantially by agreements now afoot to form an independent
$4,000)
between the N. A. T. K. E. and the branch in Edinburgh, Scotland.
"Swanee River" (ZOth-Fox)
"Missing Evidence" (Univ.)
Cinematograph Exhibitors' AssociaFIFTH AVENUE— (2,500) (25c-40c-55c) 7 Day.
days. Gross: $7,100. (Average, $7,000)
tion, which took effect New Year's Radio
Giveaways
"The Amazing Mr. Williams" (Col.)
"Blcndie Brings Up Baby" (Col.)
LIBERTY— (1,800) (25c-40c-55c) 7 days,
A new executive council has been
4th week. Gross: $4,100. (Average, $5,000)
Cited to Congress
"Hunchback of Notre Dame" (RKO)
(Continued from page 1)
MUSIC BOX— (950) (25c-40c-55c) 7 days, appointed by the British Film Produc3rd week. Gross: $3,200. (Average, $4,000)
tion Association, organization of exclusively British producers. It is in holes, the commission may not be able
"The Secret of Dr. Kildare" (M-G-M)
and Ethel Turp Call on the President" three groups, representing producers,
"Joe(M-G-M)
to The
take program
any action."
is costing the theatres
ORPHEUM— (2,450) (25c -40c) 7 days. studio owners and laboratories.
Group A (Producers) is composed over $1,000,000 weekly, Thomas McGross: $5,300. (Average, $6,000)
of Michael Balcon, John Corfield, Guire, public relations director of the
"Money to Burn" (Repub.)
PALOMAR— (1.500) (15c -25c -40c) 7 days. Frank Ditcham, Alexander Korda, association, declared in a letter to the
of '39" unit on David Ostrer, George Smith and Congressman. Explaining that he had
"Winners
Bowes' $6,500.
Major Gross:
stage.
(Average, $5,000)
filed a complaint with the F. C. C.
Howard Welsch.
"Raffles" (U. A.)
McGuire said that mem"Laugh It Off" (Univ.)
Group B (Studio Owners) includes last month,
bers of the staff have advised him that
PARAMOUNT— (3,050) (25c-40c) 7 days. E. H. George, L. Grandfield Hill, M.
Gross: $6,500. (Average, $6,000)
C. Nicholson and Sam Smith.
"nothing prohibits 15 or 100 other adGroup C (Laboratories) is formed
vertisers from joining in this 'radio
by E. A. Davis, Paul Kimberly and gambling,' so that if the other hours
Paramount
Plans
of
the
other
days of the week are so
R. Terraneau.
filled, the entire retail field of the
36 Films at Studio
nation isletter,
jeopardized."
The National Government Party of whole
In another
Barney Kilbride
the Irish Free State is in favor of a of the Alhambra, Detroit, asserted that
(Continued from page 1)
throughout the world and to waning state subsidized film industry. A reso- "these Tuesday evening programs we
lution to this effect was moved at the
audience interest in low .budget pro- annual national conference in Dublin find to be very detrimental to motion
ductions. All of the 36 or 38 features recently.
picture theatre business. This proto be made on the home lot, he said,
gram has received tremendous publicity and it is an established fact that
The Ministry for Industry and Comwill be budgeted in the higher brackmerce, speaking for the Government, it is making serious inroads into Tuesets. No minimum budget has been
determined yet for the new season said they were in favor of a native
day night theatre grosses."
productions.
industry, but heavy financial difficulties had to be got over. Expensive
Freeman said that while Paramount
of Shorts
does not plan to produce any pictures equipment and working capital would Judging
at its Astoria studio here next season, be required, but their limited resources
For Awards
Is Set
the company will still be open as a were currently engaged on more pressHollywood;,
Jan.
24.
—
Viewing
of
ing social problems.
distribution outlet for worthwhile
short subject entries for awards of the
product made here, as it has been in
Academy of Motion Picture Arts and
the past.
During 1939 of 12 local areas in Sciences begins tomorrow night when
Freeman plans to leave for the
England polled on the Sunday open- seven two- reel subjects will be seen
Coast either tomorrow night or Moning of theatres, nine voted in favor. by the nominations committee. Oneday night.
The new Home Office order on Sun- reel subjects will be showing SaturParticipating in the production conday and cartoon entries Sunday.
day opening does not remove the clause
ferences with him were Barney Bala- of the existing act which compels a
Entries for two-reel subject nomi; Stanton Griffis, chairpresident
ban, man
nations are "Drunk Driving" and
of the executive committee ; Neil
"Somewhat
Secret," M-G-M ; "Five
Agnew, distribution head; Russell Unusual Preview
Times Five," RKO ; "Rhumba Land,"
Holman, eastern talent and story head,
For Republic Film Universal, and "Sons of Liberty,"
and George Weltner, home office for"Slapsie Maxies" and "Royal Rodeo,"
eign department.
Republic will inaugurate something Warners.
new in previews tomorrow night when
Final judging will be done next
"Village Barn Dance," a musical, will month.
Ask Schine Examination
be shown to an invited audience of
Examination before trial of Meyer more than 100 at the Village Barn,
and Louis Schine was asked yesterday
Paramount
Suffers
Greenwich Village "country" night
in N. Y. Supreme Court by Carl E. club.
'39 Statement
Erikson, plaintiff in a suit for $35,000
Delay
Mayor F. H. LaGuardia, Alfred E.
against the Schine Enterprises Corp.,
Paramount's
1939
earnings
stateSmith and other distinguished New
ment will be postponed for at least
Meyer and Louis Schine and Feny- Yorkers have been invited, and among
vessy Enterprises. Plaintiff seeks
another month due to a delay in recommissions for the sale in 1937 of those who are expected are Gene
ceiving year-end financial reports
four Rochester theatres by Fenyvessy Autry, Judy Canova, Councilman Al- from British and other European offred E. Smith, Jr., Republic officials fices.
to the Schines.
and newspaper columnists and critics.
Wall Street estimates the company's
Celebrities will participate in a 30minute broadcast from the club over net profit for the year at approximate'Pinocchio' Ice Show
The Rockefeller Center skating WOR and the Mutual network, startly $4,500,000, or nearly $500,000 highing at 10 P. M. The program will be 1938.er than the $4,096,000 reported for
pond will be the scene of a "Pinocchio" carnival today heralding the picked up by WEVD and WNEW;
The monthly meeting of the ParaAutry will be given a reception
premiere of the feature length Disneymount board will be held today. Only
RKO cartoon at the Center Feb. 7. when he arrives at 4 :45 P. M. tomorrow at the Pennsylvania station from routine business is on the agenda,
Dorothy Lewis, skating star, and 15
others will appear on the ice.
company officials said.
Washington.
1 0, 000

New

War

Heroes

(Continued from page 1)
Joseph Hazen, Gradwell L. Sears,
James Cagney, Pat O'Brien, and Jeffrey Lynn, the latter three who are
starred in "The Fighting 69th."
Speakers
lavish tributes
heroism
of paid
the famous
regimenttortile
and
to Father Duffy. They unanimously
applauded the film as a "great explification ofdemocracy."
A national emNBC
hookup from 9 to
9:30 o'clock carried the speeches to
all of the 40 reunion dinners in every
section of the United States. Gov. Gen.
Douglas MacArthur, of the Philippines, was piped in from Manila.
Following the dinner, the guests
were treated to a special screening of
the action-crowded "Fighting 69th,"
which will have its Broadway premiere Friday morning at the Strand.
ing.
Wild cheers and enthusiastic handclapping came at the close of the showIncluded in the audience were many
dustry. executives and other persons
Warner
prominent in the motion picture inThe trade press and the daily newspapers were well represented. More
than 15 columnists from Hollywood
arrived by plane yesterday for the
banquet. Accompanying them on the
chartered craft were Wayne Morris,
Lynn, Bob Taplinger, Warner studio
McVeigh. chief, and his assistant, Blake
publicity
The day's festivities started at noon
with a wreath-laying ceremony at the
statue of Father Duffy at Duffy
Square. A crowd estimated at several thousand persons jammed Times
and Duffy squares while extra police
prevented traffic snarls.
Bishops ofJohn
O'Hara,
former
president
NotreF. Dame
University
and now in charge of U. S. Army
Catholic chaplains, paid tribute to
Father Duffy, chaplain of the old
69th Regiment. Others participating
in the impressive ceremony were
James Cagney, Pat O'Brien, Jeffrey
Lynn, Mrs. Hilda Burling, president
of the Gold Star Mothers ; Col. John
J. Mangan and Brig.-Gen. Alexander
E. Anderson of the New York National Guard, the regimental band and
color guard.
The ceremony was broadcast for 15
minutes over WNYC while newsreels
took films.
Equal Patron Rights
Bill Is Introduced
Albany, Jan. 24. — Senator Charles
Perry introduced in the State Senate
today a bill requiring licensees at
places of public amusement to grant
full and equal accommodations to all
persons. Assemblyman Burrows previously had introduced a companion
measure in the lower house.
Salesman 17 Years, Quits
New Haven, Jan. 24.— After 17
years with First National and Warners here, John Pavone, salesman, has
resigned. He formerly was Warner
branch manager in New Haven. Pavone is joining another major company in a sales capacity.
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Year

$1,153,321
in

With net profit of $1,153,321 for the
fiscal year ended Oct. 28, 1939, Universal yesterday reported its first full
year of profitable operations in more
than a decade.
Results for the year compare with
a net loss of $591,178 for the fiscal
year ended Oct. 29, 1938, and a net
loss of $1,084,998 for the year ended
Oct. 30, 1937.
For the final quarter of the 1939
fiscal year, which included two months
of war time operations, Universal
showed consolidated net earnings, before Federal income taxes, of $366,325, compared with a profit of $161,929 for the corresponding peace time
quarter of the preceding fiscal year.
In the current quarter, the first of the
new fiscal year, Universal's earnings
up to last Dec. 23 showed an increase
of $88,000 over the same period of
1938, despite less favorable prevailing rates of foreign exchange at this
time, as compared with the preceding
year.
The company's gross income increased $5,727,992, or 31.5 per cent,
during the last three years. Gross income for the 1937 fiscal year was
$18,150,876; for 1938 it was $20,190,117, and for last year, $23,878,868.
J. Cheever Cowdin, chairman of the
Universal board, in a letter to stock(Continued on page 7)
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RKO

Business

Along Broadway
With four houses playing to capacity, Broadway is having one of its
biggest weeks of the Winter.
"Grapes of Wrath" at the Rivoli,
"The Bluebird" at the Hollywood, and
"Gone With the Wind" at the Capitol
and Astor are all doing top business.
Today, "The Fighting 69th" opens at
the Strand and "Brother Rat and a
Baby" bows at the Roxy.
The second week of "His Girl Friday," with a stage show drew an estimated $70,000 at the Music Hall.
"The Lion Has Wings" ends its first
week at the Globe tonight and will be
held over. The first week should
bring an estimated $10,000. At the
Roxy, "He Married His Wife," with
a stage show drew an estimated $23,000. Second week of "Invisible
Stripes," with Shep Fields' band on
the stage, grossed an estimated $31,000 at the Strand.

Federation
Walker

and

77-B

Today

After
7 Years
Record attendance of 500 is expected at the fourth annual luncheon
of the Amusement Division of the
Court Control Is Ended;
New York and Brooklyn Federation
Executive Staff Set
of Jewish Charities today in the Astor's North Ballroom.
Ex-Mayor James J. Walker will be
With its new executive setup comguest of honor. George Jessel and
Ben Bernie are toastmasters and John
pleted, RKO will emerge from reorganization today and will begin
Golden chairman. David Bernstein
and Major Albert Warner are cooperations unsuchairman of the Amusement Division.
pervised byand
the
Federal court
B. S. Moss is treasurer.
a
reorganization
Seated on the dias also will be Bartrustee
for the
ney Balaban, Jack Cohn, License
first time in
Commissioner Paul Moss, Will H.
Hays, Irving Berlin. Louis Bernstein,
g_
seven years.
Max A. Cohen, Eddie Dowling, Danuntary petition
vol
iel Frohman, John Golden, Postmaster
Albert Goldman, Max Gordon, Joseph
for the appoint-.
y's
ment ofcom
a rec
pan
Hazen, Gertrude Lawrence, Alfred J.
Tne
d eiv
er was
file
Jan
feftf '
>Ms
McCosker, Herman Robbins, Maurice
27, 1933. Today,
Irving Trust Co.,
Silverstone,
Charles O'Reilly and Edwin S. Friendly.
RKO trustee
Others in attendance will include
throughout that
Charles Moskowitz, Nate Spingold,
George J. Schaefer period, will reColvin Brown, Louis Nizer, David
turn to the comWeinstock, Sam Shain, Budd Rogers,
Hal Home, William Morris, Jr., asset? to which it has had panytitl
all e,ofleav
theSamuel Rinzler, Jack Mills, Harry
ing the company free and clear to beBuxbaum, Moe Sanders, Herman Bergin its new corporate existence.
nie, Max Rudnick, Bertram Lebhar,
With George J. Schaefer, as presHarry Mayer, Donald Flamm. Sam
ident, heading the new management,
Lyons, John Shubert, Marcus Heiman,
all
executive
posts in the reorganMarvin Schenck, Herbert Rosenthal,
ized company have been filled, a numBelle Baker, Olsen and Johnson and
ber of them in the past few weeks.
Abbott and Costello.
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New

Clipper Mail Rules
Washington, Jan. 25. — An
exception for all copyrighted
material, including films, is
made in the Government's
newest interpretation of the
neutrality act. Under new
regulations issued today no
"articles or materials" can be
sent via trans-Atlantic Clipper planes to belligerent
countries.

N.
Steinbeck's

U. S. A., FRIDAY,

500

Net

First 12-Month Profit
More Than Decade

YORK,

L.

A.

Asks

Goldwyn

Dismissal

?, Say
Critics

Today

United Artists today will move for
dismissal of Samuel Goldwyn's action
to compel payment by the company of
six per cent interest on his $54,559
bonusual for
premium
on individpictures,
which grosses
the company
pays

New York and Coast newspaper critics, after viewing- "Grapes of
Wrath," lauded the picture, but called it daring and provocative. Coast to its producers.
Hal Roach's "Of Mice and Men," critics stressed the controversial nature of the film. Excerpts from New
The motion will contend that Goldoriginally scheduled to open at the York and Los Angeles reviews follow :
wyn has assigned his bonus payment
Roxy today, has been set back and
to the Bank of America and, in connow is scheduled to follow both
It is the most daring picture that has ever come out of Hollysequence, isno
longer
a party in interest in the
bonus
action.
wood, and it is one of the most important. It is a great social and
"Brother Rat and a Baby," the Warhuman document, more powerful in its visual appeal than the
ner picture opening today, and "LitJohn Steinbeck novel. . . . Darryl Zanuck, Nunnally Johnson,
tle
Old
New
York,"
which
follows
it.
'Lincoln' Premiere
John Ford, have done magnificent work. — Kate Cameron, New
York
Daily
News.
20th Century-Fox did not favor the
In South Tomorrow
simultaneous showing on Broadway of
In the vast library where the celluloid literature of the screen
is stored there is one small, uncrowded shelf devoted to the
two pictures from novels by John
Harrogate, Tenn., Jan. 25. — LinSteinbeck, which would have been the
coln Memorial University here will
cinema's masterworks. . . . To that shelf of screen classics 20th
celebrate its 50th anniversary with the
case had "Of Mice and Men" opened
Century-Fox has added its version of John Steinbeck's "The
today, two days after the opening at
Southern premiere on Saturday of
Grapes of Wrath." — Frank Nugent, N. Y. Times.
RKO's "Abe Lincoln in Illinois." Atthe Rivoli of "Grapes of Wrath."
A great film has come out of Hollywood called "The Grapes
The Hal Roach production now is
tending the premiere here and a ball
of Wrath." ... It is an honest, eloquent and challenging screen
slated to open at the Roxy either
masterpiece. Great artistry has gone into its making and greater
in Middleboro, Ky., tomorrow night,
courage.— Howard Barnes, N. Y. Herald-Tribune.
Feb. 16 or 23, dependent on a holdwill be many notables, including Govover for either of the two pictures
ernors Johnson of Kentucky, Rivers
Darryl Zanuck has taken
John
Steinbeck's
controversial
hot(Continued on page 2)
which will precede it.
of Georgia and Cooper of Tennessee.
Film
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Daily

A.

Say
Critics

►

SILVERSTONE,
MAURICE
United Artists chief executive,
and Lynn Farnol, advertising and
publicity director, will leave for the
Coast the end of next week.
•
Sabu, young Indian boy, is due on
the Conte de Savoia from England on
Feb. 1. He will be accompanied by
Mr. and Mrs. Zoltan Korda and
their son. Sabu will remain in town a
few days before going to the Coast to
appear in American films. Mr. and
Mrs. Korda will go to Hollywood for
a vacation.
•
Robert L. Graham, new assistant
to A. L. Pratchett, Paramount general manager for Cuba, Mexico and
Central America, arrives at his headquarters in Mexico City on Feb. 5.
He will be accompanied by his wife.
•
John A. Ojerholm, head of Paramount's British technical staff, who
has been visiting in this country since
Christmas, returns to England via
Italy on the Manhattan Saturday,
e
John B. Nathan, Paramount's
managing director for Argentina,
Uruguay and Paraguay, and Mrs.
Nathan are the parents of a son,
their second, born at Buenos Aires.
•
Sam Coolick of Oscar A. Doob's
staff at Loew's is the father of a girl,
Marilyn Ann, born to Mrs. Coolick
in Bushwick Hospital.
•
Carl Czolba, manager of the Model
in Pittsburgh, is the father of a girl,
weighing seven pounds, born to Mrs.
Czolba this week.
•
William Sussman, 20th CenturyFox Eastern division manager, and
Mrs. Sussman return over the weekend from Miami.
•
Henry Needles, Warner Theatres
district manager in New Haven, is on
a cruise to Havana and Cristobal.
•
Harry Brand, 20th Century-Fox
studio publicity director, left yesterday
for the Coast with Mrs. Brand.
•
William F. Rodgers, general sales
manager of M-G-M, yesterday returned from a Florida vacation.
•
Thomas F. Grady, M-G-M auditor,
was married to Mina Manassa recently in Gainesville, Fla.
•
Y. Frank Freeman. Paramount
studio head, will leave for the Coast
Monday night.
•
Brenda Joyce, actress, will make
her first trip to New York next week.
•
Sir Cedric Hardwicke leaves today
for the Coast.
•

Newsreel
Parade

(Continued from page 1)
potato, "The Grapes of Wrath," in his stride. The result, while
more Zanuck than Steinbeck, is as brave a picture as has yet
come out of Hollywood. — Lee Mortimer, N. Y. Daily Mirror.
Dramatically effective. . . . An able cast. . . . Henry Fonda
provides an outstanding characterization. . . . Grim and drab in
its settings. . . . It's not a pretty picture. — Rose Pelswick, N. Y.
Journal and American.
Necessarily cleaning up the language and omitting a few incidents, "The Grapes of Wrath" comes to us with its essence
truly rendered. ... A sincerely unbeautiful picture. ... It is
not an evenly entertaining piece. It is much bigger than that. —
Archer Winston, N. Y. Post.
Breaking sharply with all tradition, 20th Century-Fox presents
a magnificently directed picture that has no trace of entertainment
value. ... A document of human misery. . . . You may be sorry
that
N. Y.you
Sun.saw it, but you will never forget it. — Eileen Creelman,
A great film, one of the greatest ever produced. . . . Grim and
bitter, deeply compassionate and memorable. ... It has something to say of vital importance to all of us. — William Boehnel,
N. Y. World-Telegram.
Stinging like a dramatic lash across the face, John Steinbeck's
slur at California, "The Grapes of Wrath," comes to the screen
as Hollywood's most controversial motion picture, and certainly
rates high with strong, poignant drama. — Jimmy Starr, Los Angeles Herald-Express.
You must admire Darryl Zanuck for the daring with which he
handled the difficult Steinbeck novel. . . . There are phases that
might not appeal to some people, but, nevertheless, he has made
a magnificent picture. — Louella O. Parsons, L. A. Examiner.
The most provocative and realistic motion picture produced in
several years at least, "Grapes of Wrath" is nothing to bring
abundance of joy to filmgoers. . . . Will prove highly controversial.
— Edwin Schallert, L. A. Times.
The spirit of the book is here, and the book's power, too, and
the book's grim and uncompromising honesty. "The Grapes of
Wrath," in its screen version, is probably the most honest picture
that Hollywood ever made. . , . It has, apart from its purely
dramatic aspects, a social impact. — James Francis Crow, Hollywood Citizen-News.
ley, Ben Boyar, Herman Wobber,
Herman Bernie and Madge Evans
lunching at Sardi's • yesterday.
Joseph A. McConville, Columbia
foreign manager, will leave by train
tomorrow for Mexico City and will
return to New York after visiting the
company's
sail Feb. 23Havana
on theoffice.
Elena Heforplans
a twoto

Columbia

Division

'Frisco
TheMeeting
last of four at
divisional
sales
meetings scheduled this month by Columbia will be held at the St. Francis
Sunday. San Francisco, tomorrow and
Hotel,

Abe Montague, general sales manager, and Rube Jackter, his assistant,
months business trip to South will conduct the meeting. About 30
America.
branch managers and salesmen under
•
Jerome Safron, western division manTyrone Power and his wife, Anwill attend. Among them will
nabella, arrive here today for a be the ager,
following branch managers : W.
four-day visit, then going to Wash- G. Seib, Salt Lake City; R. C. Hill,
ington for the President's birthday Denver ; W. C. Ball, Los Angeles ; L.
celebrations.
E. Tillman, San Francisco ; J. B.
•
Beale, Portland, and Neal Walton,
Howard Dietz, Charles F. Mc- Seattle.
Carthy, Owen Davis, A. P. WaxMontague and Jackter are due back
man, William F. Rodgers and in New York on Feb. 1.
Joseph Bernhard at Nick's Hunting
day.
Room in the Astor for lunch yesterFranklin May Make
•
'Drunkard' for RKO
Frank Seltzer of Hal Roach
Productions will leave for the Coast
Hollywood, Jan. 25. — Harold B.
Franklin, former head of RKO theatoday
after
a
brief
visit
at
Roach's
New York office.
tres, will produce
"The Drunkard"
in•
dependently for distribution
by RKO
Jesse L. Lasky plans to leave for if negotiations now under way with
the Coast this weekend.
the company are consummated.
Franklin is seeking Anita Louise
and John Carradine for two of the
Loew Metropolitan
leading roles in the old-time temperance drama.
Sally Eilers is in town from the
Coast.
Book 'Lion'
Houses
Harry
Gold, vice-president
and
•
Chicago Bars Games
Eastern general sales manager of
Barney Balaban, Austin United Artists, has closed a deal with
Jan. award
25. — "Screen
other cash
games Quiz"
were
Keough, Leonard Goldenson, Leon C. C. Moskowitz of the Loew Cir- andChicago,
barred
here
today
by
Corporation
Netter, John Golden, Irving Hoffcuit for "The Lion Has Wings" in
man, Arthur Krim, Sidney Kings- the Loew Metropolitan Theatres,
Counsel Barnet Hodes.

The record cold wave jeatiwes the
latest newsreels. Reels and their contents follozu:
MOVIETONE NEWS, No. 40— Record
cold 'in Washington, Memphis, Mdiami.
Paderewski, head of exiled Poles, celebrates his birthday. Grecian King in
naval Lake
ceremony.
Fashions.DogNew
brid*'~
over
Washington.
racing
I
Miami. Ice ballet in Vancouver. Jai aBf
exhibition in Miami.
Lew Lehr.
NEWS OF THE DAY, No. 238— Cold
spell in Dixie. Bombproof shelters in England. Queen Elizabeth aids soldiers. Cavalry drill in England. Hat fashions. Toboggan slidingrace
in Chicago.
Golden Glove
bouts. Auto
on ice.
PARAMOUNT NEWS, No. 43— Bombers
transport U. S. troops. Manhattan arrives
in New York. Dies investigation extended.
Cold spellington,
grips
WashMiami.Atlanta,
Salary Memphis,
disputes in
Big
League baseball.
RKO PATHE NEWS, No. 55— U. S.
troops travel to maneuvers in airplanes.
Netherlands Prince joins border troops.
"Abe Lincoln in Illinois" premiere. Donate
hotel for paralysis fight. Dog racing in
Florida. Metaphysicians choose baby for
everlasting life. Ice skooters on Long
Island.
UNIVERSAL
NEWSREEL,
No. 844—
Severe cold in Buffalo, Cleveland, Philadelphia, Atlanta, Washington. Military
school in France. Troops move by air to
maneuvers.
Father Horse
Duffy and
honored.
ions. Dog races.
buggy Fashraces.
Auto race on ice.
Board

of

Parley

Review
Thursday

National Board of Review of Mourday.tion Pictures will hold its 16th annual
conference at the Hotel Pennsylvania
here next Thursday, Friday and Sat"Fifty Years of Films" will be principal topic of discussion. A luncheon,
attended by stage and screen stars,
will be held Saturday. Dr. A. A.
Brill, newly-elected chairman of the
National Board, will open the conference Thursday morning. •
Schaefer,

Myers

In Neely Bill Talks
Hollywood, Jan. 25. — George J.
Schaefer, RKO president, will address an open meeting of the Screen
Writers Guild Monday night on the
Neely bill. Abram F. Myers, general
counsel of Allied States, is scheduled
as the other principal speaker. The
guild will vote on the measure.
MOTION
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Universal
Profit

Is

in

Motion

Net
Yeer

$1,153,321

(Continued from page 1)
holders accompanying the report, gives
credit for the improved results to the
^ew operating management headed by
Sate J. Blumberg, president, which
took office early in 1938. Cowdin
points out that the past year was the
first full year that the new management was in charge of the company's
affairs, and that the net improvement
for the past three years amounts to
$2,608,566.
The company's cash position during
the past fiscal year increased approximately $900,000, to $5,512,194, over the
preceding year. In spite of this, bank
loans increased $1,042,500, to $3,117,460, during the year. This was accounted for by increased production
and release schedules and a generally
higher quality of product. In addition,
approximately $700,000 was spent during the year for studio improvements,
the letter states.
For the present, Cowdin says, Universal sees to immediate need of reUniversal

Audience

Weighs

Recapitalizing

Plan

Recapitalization of Universal, in conjunction with a
plan for simplification of the
company's corporate setup,
may be proposed this year. J.
Cheever Cowdin, chairman of
the board, has advised stockholders. A specific recapitalization plan has not been
formulated yet.
The corporate simplification would provide for the
consolidation of Universal
Corp., the parent company,
and Universal Pictures Co.,
Inc., the operating subsidiary.
Universal Corp. was formed
to purchase control of Universal Pictures from the late
Carl Laemmle, Sr., and to
provide working capital for
the operating company following the purchase.
vising its conservative estimate of the
war's effects on operations which it
expressed last Fall, but is aware that
the situation is subject to change, "in
which event adjustments may be necessary."
His letter points out that through
Universal's "highly satisfactory" distribution arrangements in Great Britain and Canada with General Films
Distributors and Empire Films, respectively, the company is relieved of
the burden of Britsh quota production.
He also states that unfavorable foreign exchange rates and the limitation
on currency withdrawals from Great
Britain "are moderated by the fact
that sterling balances not required for
current expenses abroad can be applied
to reduction of the company's current
loans in Great Britain."
He reports that Universal's foreign
business was considerably larger last
year than during the preceding year
accounting in 1939 for $8,987,128 of
revenue, or 37.64 per cent of the total
business done by the company.
The annual report states that Uni-

It's

Picture

CanH

Television

Audiences viewing television on
a screen 4'/2 feet by 6 feet cannot
tell whether they are looking at
a film or television, according to
Elmer W. Engstrom, RCA-Victor
research director, a witness at
the F. C. C. hearings now in
progress.
"People viewing it for the first
time, after a moment or two, are
quite unconscious of the method
of portraying the picture," says
Engstrom. "They are not sure
whether they are looking at television or whether they are looking at a movie projection. It is
so RCA
very officials
good." who had indicated
earlier this month that a demonstration would be ready by Jan.
15 say that the demonstration
may be expected "within the next

67

Advertisers
With

Tell

Power

That television is proving an effective and interesting experimental
field for advertisers is indicated in a
report issued yesterday by NBC,
which reveals that during the eight
months' life of this video art 67 different advertisers sponsored a total of
148 programs over W2XBS.
The report, issued by Alfred H.
Morton, vice-president in charge of
television at NBC, discloses that the
total hours per month devoted to advertisers rose from 6.5 hours to 11.4
in December.
Morton's toreport
submitted
the comprised
F.C.C. lastevidence
week.
He declared that there are 2,000 set
owners in the New York area with
89.8 per cent in homes and the rest
scattered through theatre lobbies, hotels and other public places. The
average evening audience is 8,000 persons out of a potential audience of
10,000, Morton asserted. The average
for both day and evening is placed at

or

7

Daily

Whether
Film

Show

Engstrom
week
or two."explained that the
4'/2 by 6 foot screen does not employ a projection principle. The
light is "formed directly on the
screen by the impingement of the
electron stream on the phosphor,
just on the inner surface of the
tube," he explains.
Discussing experiments for projected pictures from smaller tubes,
Engstrom states that the next
step
is to produce an image 9 by
12 feet.

"We have the development under
way now to get apparatus together for testing that particular
apparatus," he adds. "That size,
of course, is getting into a size
that might be useful for large
audience viewing, even in the-

atres."
Experiment
of

Television

68.9 per cent of the potential audience.
Operating costs are $10,000 weekly
on an "out-of-pocket" basis, but they
reach $15,000 if overhead, depreciation
and amortization are included. The
cost per hour of programming fell,
during November, to 45.5 per cent of
the hour cost in May when operations
began. W2XBS transmitted 20.48
hours during May but rose to 58.73
in December. The eight month total
was 361.87 hours for the home viewer,
exclusive of purely experimental telecasts.
In a unique poll of set owners, NBC
asked that programs be rated "3" for
excellent, "2"' for good, "1" for fair,
and "0" for poor. The average for
all programs was 1.96, just a shade
under good. Studio features led with
2.63, special events were next with
2.11, film features were third with
1.96, film shorts, 1.75. The best show
was "Jane Eyre," a dramatic presentation, the worst was the Chinese National Independence Show from the
World's Fair, the poll reported.
Live talent shows comprised 38.2
per cent of the total hours, films were
second with 31.9 per cent and special
events filled 29.9 per cent of the time.

Radio

Brevities
Wythe Williams on the Air

ANEW commentator program, with
Wythe Williams, the international correspondent who has scored a
number of important scoops for the
Greenwich Times, starts Monday over
WOR when Philco returns to the air
as a sponsor. Williams will make
his offices in the WOR building and
a staff man in Washingwill employ
ton and New York. The program
will be heard Mondays, Wednesdays
and Fridays at 7:15 P. M.
Personalities in the News
Les Tremayne, of the "First Nighter" cast, flies to the Coast tonight for
a screen test. . . . Dick Stabile and
his orchestra are now heard Wednesday and Saturday nights over
WHN from the Essex House. . . .
Simone Simon will be guest on "Fifth
Row Center" on Sunday, Feb. 4, at 6
P.M.... Howard W. Kramer and
Rocco Padula, Jr., have been added
to the CBS publicity staff. . . .
Jack
Schaindlin,
Nezvsreel
musical
directorUniversal
and pianist
on
the Lawny Ross show, will fly to
Jacksonville, Fla>., over the weekend.
. . . Cities Service will tender ai reception to Lucille Manners tonight
at the club on the R.C.A. building
observation roof. The occasion is
her third anniversary as the star of
the "Cities Service Hour."
Martin Block will celebrate the
fifth anniversary of "Make Believe Ballroom" over WNEW on
Saturday, Feb. 3 with a cocktail
party at the Gold Room in the
Ambassador Hotel.
Program News

Phil Cook's "Morning Almanac"
heard Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays at 7:30 A. M. over WABC, has
been renezved for an additional 13
zveeks by Liggett Drug Co. . . . NBCBlue will add another quiz show on
Friday, Feb. 16, at 8 P. M. when
"This Amazing America" starts. Facts
about America will be the subject of
the quiz. Greyhound Lines are the
versal's taxes increased 93.96 per
cent during the past three years, or
sponsors. . . .
from $486,267 in 1937 to $943,158 in
Procter & Gamble will use "Life
Can Be Beautiful," heard over CBS.
1939 ; that labor costs reached an allfor an Ivory soap contest which will
time high last year, and that the comoffer ten 1940 Buick sedans each week
pany was subjected to the additional
with 1,000 gallons of Fire Chief gaso"considerable expense" of defending Honor Cummings
line and a $50 credit for accessories
its position in the various anti-trust
At Birthday Party for each car as first prizes. . . .
suits instituted by the Government.
Dick Robertson and his band will be
Alan F. Cummings, manager of
Of these suits, the report says : "The
issue of theatre ownership and opera- M-G-M exchange operations, was heard on a new show over WOR tonight at 10:15 P. M. for Hygradetion, which many believe is the major given a surprise luncheon party at
issue, does not directly affect your the Hotel Lincoln yesterday in cele Sylvania radio tubes. After this week,
the program zvill be heard Fridays at
company. On other issues, counsel be- bration of his birthday.
lieves that we can fully justify our
Present, in addition to Cummings, 10:30. "Harlem Night." broadcast
position as an independent producing were Jay A. Gove, Edwin W. Aaron, from the Alhambra Ballroom in Harlem, will start Sunday at 10 P. M.
Joel Bezahler, M. L. Simons, Charles
andThe
distributing
company."
report states
that during the F. Deesen, Harold Postman, Constan- over WEVD.
past three-year period control of stu- tine Carpon, William Gleicher, Ar
dio costs and maintenance of a steady thur Lacks, Irving Helfont, William 'Wind* Gets Record
flow of product has been highly satis- I. Levine, William Brenner, Ira S.
factory, putting studio overhead Martin, Edward Lee, William Mad'
Windy City Opening
chargeable against the year's program den, Vincent Thompson and I. Leon
Chicago, Jan. 25. — With thousands
"on a substantially lower basis than ard Hirsch.
storming the Loop seeking tickets and
in any preceding year." In addition,
the advance sales nearing the $100,it reports that individual picture budJoins Birdwell Office
gets and the approved budget for the
Ethel Butterworth has joined the 000 mark to break all records, "Gone
entire production program were not
With the Wind" tonight had simultadeviated from in any important respect publicity organization of Russell Birdneous premieres at the Oriental and
well and Associates.
Woods theatres.
during the 1938-'39 season.
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Fix

Trade's

Status

Condemn

Warner

Tomorrow

London, Jan. 28. — British film industry Tuesday expects action of significance when the Films Council
meets to consider the memorandum

Profit

Competition

1st
Up

Quarter

$539,000

Net profit of $642,129, after all
charges, is reported by Warner Bros,
for the 13 weeks ended Nov. 25,
1939. This compares with a net of
$103,804 for the same period the previous year.
Before amortization and depreciation charges and Federal taxes, the
net profit from operations was $2,343,637.
Gross income for the November
quarter, after eliminating intercompany transactions, was $24,741,166,
compared with $25,418,166 in the same
1938 quarter. During the period $71,732 was credited to earned surplus.
The earnings are equivalent to $6.27
a share on 102,277 shares of preferred stock and 14 cents a share on
the 3,701,090 shares of common stock
outstanding Nov. 25. Preferred stock
dividends in arrears as of Dec. 1,
1939, amounted to $29.84 a share.
Warners report cash assets of $6,909,383 on Nov. 25, and an unrealized foreign exchange credit of $586,702.

Two,

War

setting
the
war. the industry's course during
Backbone of the legislative proposals, formulated by a council comHollywood, Jan. 28. — Because of
mittee, is the Film Credit Bank,
what they believe is unfair competi- under which the British Treasury will
tion in the two-reel short subject
awards division, both Columbia and arrange to finance British production. Informed sources indicate that
RKO have refused to enter product
in this section in the annual awards approval of the plan by the British
Board of Trade is almost certain.
by the Academy of Motion Picture
Meanwhile, the Cinematograph ExArts and Sciences.
hibitors Association is watching the
Jules White of Columbia and Bert
Gilroy, short subjects producer of situation closely. It will meet British producers and American distribuRKO, unsuccessfully petitioned the
tors separately Wednesday to study
Academy awards committee to make
separate classifications for comedies the situation in the light of new quota
in this event, and their decision came plans. The Board of Trade is expected to present a quota proposal
as a result of their refusal to permit their two reel black and white based on expenditure rather than footcomedies to compete with historical
shorts in color and other much higher age.Industry groups probably will be
heard by the Board of Trade after it
budgeted productions.
The Academy has three shorts divi- has studied the various proposals offered. The C.E.A. and the Film Insions for awards — one reel, two reel
dustry Employes Council already have
and comedies. White for years has
been attempting to have Academy been promised a hearing.
leaders make a greater range of shorts
awards.
He said :
Interstate Circuit
"I make pictures for theatres, not
for projection rooms."
Closes
'Wind'
Deal
Interstate
Circuit
has closed
with
"Unfair"

At

CENTS

to Produce
Signs

Hawks

Hollywood, Jan. 28. — Howard
Hughes, millionaire oil man,
is returning to production
within 90 days. He has signed
a two-picture agreement with
Howard Hawks, who will film
one story by Ernest Hemingway and another by Ben
Hecht. The films will be made
at General Service studios
and probably will be released
through Warners.

Judging

of Entries

In Quigley
Starts

Awards

Tomorrow

Judging of entries in the sixth annual Quigley Grand Awards contest
will start tomorrow morning at the
Hotel Astor.
A record number of acceptances
from home office and out-of-town industry executives to serve as judges
have been received and it is expected
that most of them will be on hand
when judging starts at 11:30 A. M.
Martin Quigley will be toastmaster
at the luncheon following the judging.
The entries to be considered for the
annual Silver and Bronze Grand
Awards are those which have earned
the highest ratings during the four
M-G-M for "Gone With the Wind"
and the picture will open in 13 key quarters of the 1939 Competitions,
Managers'
cities of the large southwestern cir- conducted
of Motion by
Picture
Herald.Round Table
cuit on Feb. 7, R. J. O'Donnell of
Presentation of the year's highest
Interstate, said prior to his depar- honors
will take place in Hollywood
ture from New York for Dallas on
Saturday.
where a program
by
(Continued ofon entertainment
page 2)

$85,000

TEN

29, 1940

Chiefs

Shorts

Entries,

JANUARY

Is

Contributed

Federation

"I know no greater charitable
agency than the New York and
Brooklyn Federations of Jewish CharMayor
Walker toldities,"
moreformerthan
500 James
men andJ. women
who crowded the North Ballroom of
the Hotel Astor at a luncheon Friday, held under auspices of the amusement division of the Federation.
A total of $85,000 in cash and
pledges was contributed at the luncheon. David Bernstein and Major Albert Warner are co-chairmen of the
division.
George Jessel was toastmaster and
John Golden presided. The former
mayor was the guest of honor.
Dais guests were : David Bern-

Luncheon

s
r m Jap
Fea
rket
Fil
Maan'
Lost

to

U.

S.

Trade Bonds Ruptured;
See Tokyo Monopoly
Complete loss of the Japanese market to American films is seen by industry foreign trade authorities as a
possible aftermath of the ending on
treaty.
Friday of the U. S. -Japanese trade
Industry observers believe a situation not unlike that in Italy may arise
if anti- American sentiment, already
widespread in Japanese official circles,
increases as a result of the lapse of
the trade treaty and if no new trade
accord is adopted.
Establishment of a film importing
and distributing monopoly in Japan is
regarded as an almost certain development in such a case.
A
complete
"force-out"
the
American companies
by Japan ofis not
unlikely, according to this source.
"There is virtually no probability
of the situation getting better for
American distributors," one trade official said, "and there appears to be
every likelihood that it will get
Meanwhile, the situation eliminates
(Continued on page 2)
RKO
worse."

Starts

Anew;

$8,000,000
Capital
RKO started operations Friday free
from the supervision of the U. S. District Court or trustee with a working
capital of over $8,000,000 in cash.
This capital is approximately double
the current liabilities. In addition, the
company has no outstanding indebtedness, its capital structure consisting
only of preferred and common stock.
All assets in the hands of the Irving Trust Co., trustee of RKO, with
the exception of a cash reserve of
some
$80,000,
were
(Continuedforon expenses,
page 4)

stein, Edwin S. Friendly, former N.
Y. Supreme Court Justice Joseph
Proskauer, Barney Balaban, Will H.
Hays, Maurice Silverstone, Jack
Cohn, Herman Robbins, B. S. Moss,
Molly Picon, New York Postmaster Hitler, Aides Satirized
Albert Goldman, Charles Silvers, IrvBy
Stooges Comedy
ing Berlin,
Max Cohen
missioner ofLicenses
Paul and
Moss.ComHollywood, Jan. 28. — The first
comedy from Hollywood to have as its
Outlining
needs of the
"largestin entire theme the satirizing of the Hitnetwork
of the
humanitarian
agencies
the world," former Supreme Court ler-Goering-Goebbels rule over Germany will be a two-reel short subject,
Justice Proskauer lauded the activities
of the Amusement Division on behalf today.
"You Nazty Spy," being released by
of "the orphan, the sick and the un- Columbia next week, it was revealed
derprivileged among our neighbors
Starring the three Stooges, the film,
kept under cover during
In at
thehome."
complex life of a huge city which studio
here
(Continued on page 4)
(Continued on page 2)
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Motion

$85,000

Purely

Personal

►

SCHWARTZ, Arthuk
FRED
Baker,
Monroe Greenthal,
stone, Arthur SilSilver
el
Emanu
VERSTONE, J. J. MlLSTElN, CHARLES
Stern and Harry Koziner return today from Lake Placid, where they
spent the weekend. •
Beatrice Greene, secretary to Joseph Hummel, Warners general foreign manager, has resigned after 16
years with the company's foreign department. Miss Greene, who is Mrs.
Monroe Levy, started at First National as secretary to Bruce Johnson.
•

At

Is

Picture

Contributed

Federation

Luncheon

Monday, January 29, 1940

Judging

(Continued from page 1)
such as New York, personal charity
is almost impossible of achievement,

har, Sam Lyons, Arthur Israel,
Margo, William Morris, Jr., Louis
Nizer, Isroy M. Norr, Ole Olsen,
Sidney H. Piermont, Mr. and Mrs.
JudgetionProskauer
was created said.
as the"The
agentFederaof its Harold Rinzler, Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Rinzler, Budd Rogers, Charles A.
supporters in bring desperately needed
Rogers,
Max Rudnick, Eddie Rugoff,
aid to the less fortunate," he declared.
In introducing the former mayor, Marvin N. Schenck, Sam Shain, Lillian Shaw, Joseph Shaller, Nathaniel
Golden said that he belonged in "show
business with the rest of us. He be- Shilkret, John Shubert, Noble Sissle,
gan his career, so to speak, as a song Bernard Sobel, Arthur Tracy, Al Trahan, Sam Yolem.
writer, and now he is turning out anAlso Morris Kinzler, A. Mike
othersentedgreat
song." Aon scroll
to Walker
behalfwasof prethe Vogel, Al Altman, Sidney Phillips,
Amusement Division.
Leopold Friedman, C. C. Moskowitz,
Among those present were Julian Harry Bernstein, Arthur Kelly, James
Abeles, Willard Alexander, Jack Ali- Cunningham, Robert Newman, Leonard Goldenson, Leo-i Goldberg, John
coate, Herman Bernie, Irving Caesar,
Oscar Doob, Sam Forrest, Maurice O'Connor, Fred Meyers, Harry ManKann, Eddie LeBaron, Bertram Leb- del and Nate Spingold.

to operate under them for long if concessions were not forthcoming from
Japan.
Guaranteed

Sets

Decision

Reserved

of Entries

In Quigley
Starts

Sir Cedric Hardwicke left for the
Coast Friday via TWA. On the
same plane were Al Melnick of
Louis Shurr's agency office, going to
Hollywood, and E. Pearlman of National Screen Service, the latter headed
for Kansas City.
Japan's Film Trade
Lost to U. S. Studios
(Continued from page 1)
William Devaney, Cincinnati office manager for M-G-M, observed whatever chance there may have been
his birthday Saturday. William of Japan easing its film import regulations now in effect, despite represenParker, Seattle publicity representative, and Frank Gaskell, Des
tations made on the industry's behalf
Moines booker, have birthdays today. by Ambassador Joseph C. Grew and
•
the repeated petitions of the American film board in Tokyo, foreign trade
Leonard Golden son, Paramount authorities
assert.
home office theatre executive, will
Current
regulations already are
leave for the South on Wednesday for
proving
onerous
to the American disconferences with company theatre
tributors and several have expressed
partners.
doubts as to their ability to continue
•
Louis Pollock went to Washington Friday to make advance arrangements for Gloria Jean's visit there
for the President's Birthday Ball
Tuesday.
•
Irving Cohen of the Paramount
home office legal department was in
Philadelphia Friday for the hearing in
the Admiral anti-trust suit.
•

Daily

Awards

Tomorrow

(Continued from page 1)
production heads and stars is being
arranged for the winners.
Among out-of-town executives expected at the judging are J. J. Fitzgibbons, vice-president of Famous
Players Canadian theatres ; J. M gr
Schine, president of Schine Theatres,
and
Alexcircuit.
Manta, president, IndianaIllinois
Acceptances have also been received
from : H. D. Buckley, Maurice Bergman, Charles L. Casanave, Jack Cohn,
Albert Deane, Oscar Doob, Lynn Farnol, Edward M. Fay, William R. Ferguson, Harry Goldberg, Edward
Golden, Robert M. Gillham, Leonard
H. Goldenson, E. C. Grainger, Monroe Greenthal, W. J. Heineman, Nat
Holt, Arthur W. Kelly.
Also Irving Lesser, Carl Lesserman, Louis Lifton, Charles E. McCarthy, F. J. A. McCarthy, S. Barret McCormick, Harry Mandel, Leon

In Goldwyn
Action
United Artists Friday contended beJ. O'Connor,
LouisReeve,
Polfore Federal Judge Bondy that the Netter,lock,J.Charles
Reagan, Arch
suit of Samuel Goldwyn for $54,559 W. F. Rodgers, Gradwell Sears,
should be dismissed on the ground Harry F. Shaw, Milt Silver, A. W.
that he had assigned his claim to the Smith, Jr., Cresson E. Smith, J. R.
Bank of America. Judge Bondy re- Vogel, George C. Walsh, Herman
served decision after attorneys for Wobber and William A. Scully.
both sides argued on questions of law
and fact.
Goldwyn is seeking interest payments on his $54,559 bonus for pre- Warner
ContestManagers'
Under Way
mium grosses on individual pictures
which the company pays to its proPhiladephia, Jan. 28. — Fifth annual Managers' Parade, a contest of
ducers.
Warner Theatre managers in this
zone, started its 10-week run over the
Lubitsch Is Guest
weekend. Managers of the winning
Of Music Hall Staff district will share a $1,000 award.
Theatre revenues, efficiency of operaErnst Lubitsch, producer of Mtion and exploitation are the main
G-M's "Shop Around the Corner," factors considered in determining the
current attraction at the Radio City winner.
Music Hall, was guest of honor at
Competing in the contest will be
a luncheon
the theatre's
ex- the districts of Skip Weshner, Jack
ecutive staffgiven
in thebyMusic
Hall studio
Flynn, A. J. Vanni, Larry Graver,
apartment Friday.
Steve Barutio, Lou Davidoff, Paul
Gus S. Eyssell was host in the ab- Castello, Jack Mulhall and Al Plough.
sence of W. G. V an Schmus, managing
director, who is in California. Among
Thompson Drops Plans
others present were Leon Leonidoff, Russell Markert, Gene Snyder,
Hollywood, Jan. 28. — Orville
Florence Rogge, Hattie Rogge, Erno Thompson, president of Retsama Film
Rapee, Maurice Baron, Fred Cruise, Productions, disclosed the resignation
Gene Braun, Robert E. Henderson of Henry Bellous as producer and director and the cancellation of plans to
and Hazel Flynn.

Shorts
Symphonic
Guaranteed Pictures has available
for release now two "Symphonic Featurettes," with Fredrick Feher conducting the National Philharmonic
Symphony Orchestra of 122 pieces and
Tom Connors, M-G-M eastern and a chorus of 100. The first two are
southern district manager, will return "Aida" and "Rosamunde."
today from a short busines trip to
Now in preparation are : "Stephen
Canada.
•
Foster Songs," "Pittoresque," "Lohengrin Bridal Chorus," "Negro SpirArthur Butler, assistant manager
ituals," with chorus ; "Capricio Esof the Capitol, Halifax, is the father
pagnol,"
"1812 Overture," "Polovetof a daughter, born to Mrs. Butler
zer Dances," "Leonore 3 Overture,"
last week.
"Tales from the Vienna Woods,"
•
Thomas Courtney, manager of the "Second Liszt Rhapsody" and "Jazz
'Lincoln* Will Open
Casino, Halifax, has been awarded one Symphony," with chorus.
of the 1939 Amateur Cinema League's Vetoes Manila Ordinance
On Coast Thursday
five Canadian prizes.
•
Manila, P. L, Jan. 28— Mayor
Los Lincoln
Angeles,
Jan. 28.
Madeleine Carroll left the Coast Eulogio Rodriguez has vetoed a reso- "Abe
in Illinois"
will— RKO's
have a
lution
requiring
local
houses
to
show
pre-release showing at the Four Star
Friday on the first leg of a journey to
her chateau in France. She sails Feb. at least one-domestically-produced film Theatre here, starting Thursday.
each month.
3 from New York.
Tickets will be priced at $5.50. Fol•
lowing the premiere, the film will be
William F. Rodgers, M-G-M gen- returned to his office after visiting the shown on a two-a-day, reserved seat
basis. Prices will be 83 cents and $1.10
eral sales manager, plans to leave late home office en route from a vacation.
•
for
matinees and $1.10 and $1.65 for
this week for conferences at the
evenings.
studio.
Henry
Wolper,
M-G-M
office
man•
ager in Boston, left over the weekend
Jane Wyman and Ronald Reagan after conferring at the home office.
Two Negro Features
•
were married Friday at the Wee Kirk
Hollywood, Jan. 28. — International
Jack L. Warner, vice-president of Roadshow Attractions have announced
o'
Cal.the Heather Church in Glendale, Warners, will leave for the Coast at
•
"Mystery in Swing" and "Darktown
the end of the week.
Strutters' Ball" as the first two of
•
Jane Darwell, Johnny Russell
four features with all-Negro casts to
and O. Z. Whitehead, 20th CenturySam Katz, M-G-M production ex- be produced for the first quarter of
Fox players, returned to the Coast
ecutive, arrives here Friday from the 1940. A Benny Bray production and
over the weekend.
Coast for home office conferences.
an Argus Pictures feature now in
•
preparation will follow, according to
W. A. Scully was confined to his George Randol, in charge of producJ. M. Podoloff, Minneapolis branch
tion for Bert Goldberg, president.
manager for 20th Century-Fox, has home with a cold over the weekend.

film
Russian
novel,
"Chocolate."
Plans the
calling
for Mae
Murray
to make
two films also have been cancelled.
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'Herbert'

Top

Seattle

Draw

With

$6,500

Seattle, Jan. 28.— "The Great Victor Herbert" and "Henry Goes Arizona" with $6,500 at the Paramount,
was the only bill to do better than
average. The weather was very cold.
Estimated takings for the week ending Jan. 26:
"Raffles" Plays
(U. A.)
,' v
(ZOth-Fox)
With Dynamite"
"Torchy MOUSE—
(950) (25c-40c-55c) 7
BLUE
days, 2nd week. Gross: $3,000. (Average,
$4,000)
"Remember the Night" (Para.)
"Mexican Spitfire" (RKO)
FIFTH AVENUE — (2,500) (25c-40c-55c) 7
days. Gross: $6,200. (Average, $7,000)
"Music in My Heart" (Col.)
"Beware Spooks" (Col.)
LIBERTY— (1,800) (10c-15c-25c) 7 days.
Gross: $3,800. (Average, $5,000)
"Swanee River" (ZOth-Fox)
"Missing Evidence" (Univ.)
MUSIC BOX— (950) (25c-40c-55c) 7 days,
2nd week. Gross: $3,800. (Average, $4,000)
"The Earl of Chicago" (M-G-M)
"The Cisco Kid and the Lady" (ZOth-Fox)
ORPHEUM — (2,450) (25c-40c) 7 days.
Gross: $5,600. (Average, $6,000)
"Brother Rat and a Baby" (W. B.)
PALOMAR— (1,500) (15c-25c-40c) 7 days.
Vaudeville headed by Betty Vickers. Gross:
$4,600. (Average, $5,000)
"The Great Victor Herbert" (M-G-M)
"Henry Goes Arizona" (M-G-M)
PARAMOUNT— (3,050) (25c-40c) 7 days.
Gross: $6,500. (Average, 6,000)
Hitler,

Aides

Satirized

Stooges Comedy
(Continued from page 1)
its shooting, gives the Stooges the
of "Hailstone," "Gallstone"
names
and "Pebble."
While the name of the country in
the film is called "Moronica," no
doubt is left that a parallel of Germany is intended. Mannerisms of Hitler are aped by "Hailstone," even to
in German. "Gallstone" wears
aspeeches
resplendent uniform bedecked with
medals, including several 'on his coattails.
The plot has munitions makers aiding a trio of paperhangers to oust the
king of "Moronica" in a move referred to as a "Beer Hall Putsch."
Successful, they launch into a series
of persecutions, including the burning
of all books in the nation and demanding concessions of land from other
countries. The trio at a peace conference "appeases" ministers from other
lands by violence.
During a lull, "Hailstone" and "Gallstone" dance around with each other
and play pattycake. They discover a
spy named "Mata Herring," who escapes to help the deposed king stage
a revolt against them.
The dictator and two aides flee by
mistake
a "lion's
den" populated
by
ferociousto beasts
at behest
of dictator
and are devoured. Fadeout has lion,
which ate "Hailstone," belching.
In the dialogue between the Stooges
several words of Yiddish are used
prominently. Jules White produced
the short, which pulls no punches in
speeches and action concerning dictators and their methods.
By

Club

Plans

Benefit

St. Louis, Jan. 28. — Plans are being formulated here by the Variety
Club for a benefit show at the Municipal Auditorium at the end of February to obtain funds for pneumonia serum for the city hospitals.
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Quotes

"ABE LINCOLN IN ILLINOIS" (RKO)
A significant screen drama. . . . An altogether satisfying biography
of America's ranking idol. ... It creates a warm, living and eloquent
portrait of its hero. . . . Hollywood also is entitled now to feel it has
created a fitting memorial to Lincoln.— Jay Carmody, Washington
Star.
Adheres closely to the celebrated stage play. . . . Raymond Massey's
performance from beginning to end is a superb piece of miming. ... A
rounded and compelling dramatic entity. — Nelson B. Bell, Washington
Post.
"Abe Lincoln" is a one-man picture, if ever there was one. . . .
Massey's characterization is more than skin deep. . . . He is great —
really great — in the spectacular scenes, but he is equally great in the
scenes
Herald.where he doesn't say a word.— Carol Fink, Washington TimesTHE LION HAS WINGS" (Korda-U.A.)
A fascinating film as well as first rate propaganda. . . . Brilliantly
staged and staunchly performed. . . . Alexander Korda has produced
this semi-documentary, semi-staged photoplay with a laudable lack of
hysteria. — Howard Barnes, N. Y. Herald Tribune.
Although it is propagandists, "The Lion Has Wings" happens also
to be a tremendously interesting and exciting motion picture. . . . The
German raid is a gripping and fearful sequence. . . . An interesting,
informative and thrilling show. — Frank S. Nugent, N. Y. Times.
It is propaganda, frank, pure and unadulterated. . . . The film is entirely factual. . . . Every minute of it is absorbingly interesting. . . . No
more important piece of British propaganda has been seen in the theatre
during our times. — N. Y. Daily Mirror.
An undisguised British propaganda picture. . . . The film has no fictional plot or story. — Rose Pelswick, N. Y. Journal and American.
A documentary picture, not a story-telling one. ... Is all propaganda,
all documentary and your interest in it will depend entirely on your
interest in the British style of approaching the current war. — N. Y.
Post.
Frankly propaganda and, as such, a little difficult for a neutral to
take. It is expert propaganda, however. . . . An interesting and wellmade specimen. — Eileen Creelman, N. Y. Sun.
How England defends itself from enemy air raids, and in turn strikes
back at its opponent is told vividly and instructively. . . . An absorbing
documentary. . . . The film is worth seeing because it is enormously
entertaining. — William Boehnel, N. Y. World-Telegram.
Reorganize
Canadian

G. N.
Company

Suit

Asks

$590,000

In Song Royalties
Suit for $590,000 in royalties during
Toronto, Jan. 28. — A reorganization of Grand National Films, Ltd., the last 20 years on "Nola" and three
a Canadian company, is announced by other songs has been brought in Supreme Court, Brooklyn, by Mrs. CharH. J. Allen, vice-president and managlotte Arndt Alexander as administraing director, as a result of the Grand
tor of the estate of her brother, the
National windup in the United States.
The Canadian firm was an independent late Felix Arndt, composer. Sam Fox
incorporation, but, in view of develop- Publishing Co. is defendant. The other
ments, the name will be dropped and
Allen will use his own name for the compositions are "Marionette," "An
Operatic Nightmare" and "Clover
time being at least.
Club." The publishing company has
filed
a general denial and asserts
Allen will be the Canadian distributor of Fine Arts and George Hirl- "Nola" was purchased outright.
man productions as well as a number
of state-right features, one of which, Loew Stockholder
"France Is Ready," has been booked
into many circuit and independent
Suit Is Dismissed
houses across the Dominion. H. Kauffman is the Monti eal branch manager
Suit of Norman Wolf and Mannes
of the Allen exchange organization ; I.
Fuld, minority stockholders of Loew's,
H. Allen is branch manager at Winni- against
that company, A.T.&T., Westpeg and J. Allen recently took charge
ern Electric and Erpi has been disat Vancouver.
missed by N. Y. Supreme Court
Justice Valente for failure to state a
Nominations
Listed
cause of action. Justice Valente ruled
charges that Loew's was paying
For Sound Award that
excessive rentals for sound production equipment had not been substanHollywood, Jan. 28. — John Aaltiated in the complaint.
berg, chairman of the Academy sound
recording award committee, has announced the following nominations for Suit Over 16mm. Rights
the award :
Suit for $35,000 damages and an
"Balalaika," "Day-time Wife,"
accounting
has been filed in N.
"Gone With the Wind," "Great Victor Herbert," "The Hunchback of Y. Supreme Court against Majestic
Notre Dame," "Man of Conquest," Pictures Corp., Major Film Laboratories, Inc., Herman Gluckman and
"Mr. Smith Goes to Washington,"
"Of Mice and Men," "Private Lives Thomas W. Evans by Phil Goldstone
of Elizabeth and Essex," "When To- Productions. Plaintiff claims that Majestic assigned the 16 mm. rights to
morrow Comes." Meetings to view the
nominated productions will be held ten
tion. of its films without its authorizaduring the next six weeks.

Frigid

Wave

Hurts

Denver

Film

Business

Denver, Jan. 28. — Severe cold wave,
with temperature below freezing all
week, and below zero much of the
time, caused grosses to suffer.
Estimated takings for the week en I
ing Jan. Rides
24: Again" (Univ.)
"Destry
ALADDIN—
(1,400) (Average,
(25c-40c) 7$3,500)
days, 2nd
week. Gross: $3,000.
"The Great Victor Herbert" (Para.)
DENHAM— (1,750) (25c-35c-40c) 7 days,
2nd week. Gross: $6,000. (Average, $6,500)
"We Are Not Alone" (W. B.)
DENVER—
(25c-35c-40c)
7 days.
Gross:
$8,500. (2,525)
(Average,
$9,000)
"Shop Around
Corner" (M-G-M)
"Flying
Deuces"the(RKO)
ORPHEUM—
(2,600) (25c-35c-40c)
7 days.
Gross:
$8,000. (Average,
$9,000)
"Barricade" (20th- Fox)
"City of Darkness" (ZOth-Fox)
PARAMOUNT—
(2,200) (25c-40c) 7 days.
Gross:
$4,000. (Average,
"Four Wives"
(W. B.) $3,500)
"Laugh It Off" (Univ.)
RIALTO— (878) (25c-40c) 7 days. "Four
Wives," 3rd week. Gross: $2,000. (Average,
$1,750)
RKO

Starts

Anew;

day.

,000,000
Capital
(.Continued from page
1)
transferred to the new company FriThe transfer ceremony, consisting
largely of bookkeeping entries and the
delivery
building. of securities, took place in
the Irving Trust offices in the RKO
Representatives of both the Irving
Trust and the new company were
present at the transaction which lasted
less than a half hour. The trustee is
expected to remove his offices from
the RKO building within the next two
weeks.
A statement issued by RKO pointed
out that the company in seven years
of reorganization proceedings had reduced its fixed indebtedness by $11,000,000, exclusive of reductions effected by the plan. Moreover, it
reported that gross income was increased from $44,000,000 in 1933 to
$52,000,000 in 1939.
Republic's New
Film
Has Village Preview
About 150 persons, including exhibitors, circuit executives and the press,
were guests of H. J. Yates and MorEpostein,branch,
manager
Republic's
New risYork
at aof dinner
and
screening
"Village
Barn Dance"
the
VillageofBarn
in Greenwich
Villageat
Friday night.
Gene Autry, Republic's Western
star, was guest of honor, having arrived from Washington. Among the
guests were Joseph Bernhard, Al
Finestone, Marvin Schenck, John
Benas, Al Suchman, Al Reid, Arthur
Schwartz, Jack Hatten, Sidney Picker,
Harry Wurtzel, Grover Schaefer,
Charles Reed Jones, David Whalen,
Frank Lynch, James Cunningham, in
addition to Amon G. Carter, publisher
of the Fort Worth Star Telegram;
Congressman John Nichols of Oklahoma ;Councilman Alfred E. Smith,
Jr. ; Robert
publisher of the Johnson,
Mirror; assistant
Judy Canova,
Buddy Hazzard, Stan Lomax, Block
& Sully and others.
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Ball

Modern
Stars

Reich;
Chosen

Hollywood, Jan. 28. — Margaret
Sullavan, James Stewart, Frank
Morgan and Robert Young will have

to President's
Stars
Film
A large number of film players will attend the President's Birthday Ball in Washington tomorrow night. They will be guests
of Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt at a White House luncheon tomorrow.
Among those who will attend are Tyrone Power and Annabella, who arrived here Friday; Mickey Rooney, who will arrive
in New York Wednesday; James Cagney, Edward G. Robinson,
Pat O'Brien and their wives; Brenda Joyce and Gloria Jean.
Cagney and O'Brien will go to the Coast from Washington.
Robinson will return to New York.

the top roles in "The Mortal Storm,"
story of the disintegration of a community in present-day Germany by
Phyllis Bottome. Sidney Franklin Officers
will write the script and Frank Borzage will direct.

Nominated

By Variety Artists
Philip Irving was nominated for the
post of president of the New York
chapter of American Guild of Variety Artists over the weekend by the
nominating committee.
Elections must be held on or before
Feb. 23. Additional nominations may
be made by petition if filed before
Feb. 3. Dave Fox was named for
the vice-presidency ; Peter Wells, second vice-president; Hazel Scott, third
vice-president ; Michael Lewis, fourth
vice-president; Sam Kramer, fifth
vice-president; Helen Sanford, secretary ;.and Alfred Stone, treasurer,
For the executive board candidates
named were Charles Arno, Henry
Berman, Billy Glason, Jack Gilford,
Al Hammer, Lionel Murray, Mario
Naldi, Fred Pisano, Elton Rich, Ed
Rickard, Noble Sissle, Thelma FlowHarry Sherman has purchased
ers and Arthur Ward. Alternate
"Ranger Guns West," by Norton candidates named were Charles Honi
Parker, as a western special. Wil- Coles, Dorothy Stone, Jay Dixon and
liam Herndon was the agent. . . . Al Shayne.
Fine Arts has signed Phil Rose to
direct "At Your Age," Otis Garrett
Changes
to direct "If This Be Reason," and Mutual
John Kraft to do the script of "At
Lineup of Stations
Your Age." . . . The David L. LoewMutual reshuffled its station lineup
Albert Lewin producing company has
purchased Erich Maria Remarque's over the weekend, effective Feb. 1.
"Flotsam" from M-G-M. . . . Wil- Following Elliott Roosevelt's dropping
liam T. Orr of "Meet Some People," of 11 stations from his Texas State
Theatre Alliance show, has been given Network earlier this month, Mutual
a Warner term contract. Lois Ran- is now contracting directly with six
som of the same company has been of the major Texas stations instead
signed by Republic, while Warners of through the Roosevelt web.
The stations affected are WRR,
earlier signed June Clayton. . . .
Robert Benchley is working on the Dallas ; KFJZ, Fort Worth ; KYYZ,
screenplay of Vincent Sheean's Houston; KABC, San Antonio;
"Personal History," which Walter KNOW, Austin ; and WACO, Waco.
Wanger will produce.
Service to six other stations will be
continued through TSN. These are
Neil Hamilton draws a role in KRBC, Abilene; KBST, Big Spring;
Paramount's "The Woman from KGKL, San Angelo; KRRV, Sherman; KTEM, Temple, and KCMC,
Hell." . . . Producer Paul Jones is
using the University of Southern
California band in "Down Went McAlso on Feb. 1, WSAY, Rochester,
Ginty" at Paramount. ... In addition joins Mutual. The new setup gives
to doing "I Want a Divorce" at Mutual seven basic stations, 30 Don
Paramount, Joan Blondell will do Lee stations, 17 Colonial Network sta"Two Girls on Broadway." featuring
tions, 12 Texas stations, six OklaGeorge Murphy and Lana Turner.
homa stations, 11 in the Southeastern
. . . Murphy has been given a new Group, two in Hawaii and 33 other
long term contract at the studio. . . . affiliated stations.

Ralph Spence has completed the
script of "The South American Way"
for 20th Century-Fox and the book
for "Salute to Spring," which is scheduled to open on Broadway soon. . . .
Mervyn LeRoy has started "Waterloo Bridge," starring Vivien Leigh
and Robert Taylor, at M-G-M. . . .
Joseph Santley's first directorial assignment at Paramount will be
"Dance, Little Lady," story by Joe
May, Max Kolpe and Jean Lustig,
purchased by Paramount from Columbia. Susan Hayward, Robert Paige,
Peter Hayes, Virginia Dale, Lillian Cornell and William Frawley get top roles. . . . 20th CenturyFox has put Ranar Qvale, ski expert
at Sun Valley, under a term acting
contract. . . . The same studio has purchased "Pier 13," by David Burton
and described as a big city comedy.

Twentieth Century-Fox has purchased Jules Furthman's original,
"Too Much for One Man." . . . Cora
Witherspoon has been cast in Century-Fox' "Sweetheart of Turret
One," in which Jon Hall and Nancy
Kelly have the leads.

Air

Responsibility

Bill Is Expanded
Albany, Jan. 28. — Inclusion of radio station responsibility for the broadcasting of untrue or misleading advertisements iscalled for in the bill of
Paramount plans "Mystery Ship," Assemblyman A. F. Goldstein, New
story of wartime sea raiders by Rob- York, who would amend the penal
ert Grant, with Ray Milland and code to make such false statements to
Susan Hayward heading the cast. the public a misdemeanor.
Akim Tamiroff, Lynne Overman, J.
Responsibility is set up both for the
Carrol Naish and Albert Dekker will persons or corporations purchasing the
support them. Eugene Zukor will pro- radio time and for operators or owners
duce.
of radio stations.

Ticket

Price

Control

Brevities

TWO new quiz shows, each giving
away $500 weekly, start over Mutual in February to bring the network's total number of quiz shows to
seven. "Play Broadcasts," under the
sponsorship of the Illinois Meat Co.,
will distribute cards similar to tY
used in bingo with boxes chei f I
ed. M.,
when bea play's
It
will
heard name
Mondayiss recogniz
at 8 P.

starting Feb. 19. In addition to filling
the cards, the audience must submit
. "Cash
Deliver
is the
ay,y"Feb.
second and
starts on
Wednesd
14,
Albany, Jan. 28. — Another legisla- slogans
tive attempt to give support to the
at 8 P. M. Curtis Candy Co. will
New York League of Theatres ticket sponsor but details of the show have
code has been started by Assemblyman MacNeil Mitchell with the in- not yet been set.
troduction of a bill to limit the rePersonalities in the News
sale premium charged by brokers to
75 cents above boxoffice prices.
Abe
Schecter, NBC special events
The bill provides for jurisdiction by
the commissioner of licenses or chief head, has returned from a Florida' vacation. .. . Al Pearce starts his polexecutive in each municipality over
icy of having old vaudcznllians on his
ticket agency licenses. Convictions
Wednesday with Jim Kelso,
would be punishable by a $250 fine program
Walt Ambler and Dick Lane as the
and one year's imprisonment.
first guests. . . . Ruth Chatterton will
A law limiting premiums was passed be gu-est on the "Texaco Star Theatre" Wednesday evening. . . . Edseveral years ago but was declared
unconstitutional by the courts. The
ward G. Robinson will broadcast "Big
bill passed the Assembly last year Town" from Washington tomorrow)
but was defeated in the Senate. The evening where he will be for the President's Birthday Ball. . . . Frank Luthpresent bill is drafted to hurdle the
er. NBC singer, has completed a
constitutional objection, it was learned
here. A similar bill was passed by record album of "Aesop's Fables" set
to his original music.
the New York City Council last November but Mayor LaGuardia vetoed
Birthday Ball Broadcasts
it on the grounds that it was unconAll three major networks will
stitutional and that producers could
regulate the brokerage business them- carry the special one-hour broadselves ifthey desired to do so.
of the President's
Balls casttomorrow
at 11:15Birthday
P. M.
There will be pickups from Boston,
New York, Washington, Omaha,
Picture in East?
Chicago, Oklahoma City, Portland,
Lubitsch Says No Oregon and Hollywood. Name
Contrary to reports, Ernst Lubitsch bands from many parts of the
will be heard and Presihas "no definite plans" for making a country
dent Roosevelt will speak from the
picture in New York at any time in White House. The broadcast will
the near future, the producer stated
wind up the March of Dimes drive
over the weekend.
over the air.
"I conferred with Mayor LaGuardia, and exchanged views with
Program News
him on Eastern production," Lubitsch
B. T. Babbitt adds 17 stations for
said, "but there is nothing definite
the "David Harum" show, effective
about
my doing
Lubitsch
plans a topicture
leave here."
for the Feb. 19, and has reneived for an addiWest at the end of the week and will
tional 52 weeks. Total number of
start work in Hollywood on his first NBC-Red stations to be used will be
production for United Artists after
40. . . . Paramount has purchased sixtaking a few weeks' vacation.
participating 50-word announcements
on the "Breakfast in Bedlam" show
over WJZ for the week of Feb. 5. . . .
Ticket Agency Fined
Arrangements have been completed
bv Paramount for Jackie Cooper and
For Violating Code
Evidence that the Code Enforcement the winners of the "Seventeen" contest to appear as guests of Ben AlexAuthority of the ticket code means
ander on the "Little Old Hollywood"
to enforce the code stringently came
over NBC-Red on Lincoln's
over the weekend when the Author- show
Birthday. . . . Gillette Safety Razor
ity ruled that Leo Newman's ticket will sponsor the Kentucky Derby
agency had dealt with an unaccred- broadcast over CBS on May 4.
ited broker and imposed a fine of
$250, payable on Friday. In addition,
Mexican Politics on Air
the agency was directed to post a $500
From Mexico City we learn that
bond against future infractions. Several other cases are pending and addi- although Mexican workers have retional decisions are expected Friday.
peatedly declared themselves opposed
to the use of radio for political purposes,
of the
Mexican
RevoMiss Ford to Miami
lutionthehasParty
decided
to use
the air
on
Marjorie Ford, soprano, will appear a wholesale scale for Gen. Manuel
with Edward Everett Marshall in a
Avila Camacho, its presidential candidate. Radio time will be used from
series of light operas which Fortune
Gallo will present in Miami at the February until July 6, eve of the election.
Orange Bowl, beginning Feb. 9.

Bill Given

Assembly

The first product/
effort of that imt
famous and succe
ful writing team
GENE TOWNE at
GRAHAM BAKE

The screen's outstanding]
thrill novelty.. . the picture
that gives your theatre the
most unusual and different
BIG

SHOW

long,
thing

long
NEW

you've

had

in a

time! . . . Someto advertise .

Something

UNUSUAL

to

offer real movie-hungry millions*..something with such
sure-fire pull and lure that
it demands
preferred time,
longer

time,

in your

most

optimistic expectations of
what a REAL
HIT can do!
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DIRECTED BY EDWARD LUDWIG
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Notes
Whitney in Denver Post
Denver, Jan. 28. — Gerald Whitney,
ii_ manager for Fox at La Junta,
K_3^been moved to Denver where he
will manage the Jewel and Gothic
for Atlas theatres. The present managers of the houses, Ed Ward and
Ralph Hamilton, will remain as assistants toWhitney.
Elwood Voorhees, city manager for
Fox at McCook, Neb., has been sent
to the La Junta job, and Ray Search,
assistant at McCook, was promted to
city manager.
Stiefel Plans New House
Philadelphia, Jan. 28. — Sam Stiefel, who operates Fays, here, plans
another house just a half block away
from his Roxy in the Roxborough section.
Tear Down Frisco House
San Francisco, Jan. 28. — Historic
old Alcazar Theatre, recently purchased by Murphy Herschberg, will
be torn down to make room for a
downtown parking lot.
Plan California Theatre
San Mateo, Cal., Jan. 28. — New
$100,000 theatre will be built this
Spring on property recently purchased
from the old DeLaveaga estate, between this community and Burlingame.
Plans to Rebuild Houses
Kansas City, Jan. 28. — C. B. McAleer is planning to rebuild the Orpheum at Parsons, Kan., destroyed by
fire early this month.
Ferri

Goes

South

Fund

Help

Picture

Appeals

Save

Opera

Radio came to the aid of the campaign to save the Metropolitan Opera
on Saturday when David Sarnoff, RCA
president and chairman of the board at
NBC, made the initial address during
theSarnoff
broadcast
"Lohengrin."
toldof the
radio audience the

Markey

Returning

to Coast

Darryl F. Zanuck, 20th CenturyFox production chief, left Saturday
for the Coast with Mrs. Zanuck, Gene
Markey and Hedy Lamarr, after a
week in New York. They arrive at
the studio tomorrow.
Joseph M. Schenck, board chairman,
who arrived with Zanuck, also left for
the Coast Saturday.
In addition to attending openings of
"The Blue Bird" and "The Grapes
of Wrath," Zanuck conferred with
company
officials on the 1940-'41 proDelaware Outlaws
duction program. Zanuck plans a
vacation in Sun Valley beginning
Bingo as Lottery early in March and may come to
Wilmington, Del, Jan. 28. — Bingo New York during that month to comwas outlawed as a lottery and will
plete program details.
be regarded as a violation in Delafor 1940-'41 will start
ware corresponding to sale of lottery in Production
March. Last of the current seatickets, in a ruling handed down by
son's major films to go before the
the Attorney-General's office.
cameras
will be "Maryland," in color.
An order of Atty-Gen. James R.
Morford of Wilmington compels all
Taplinger to Studio
policemen in Wilmington to warn operators of the games that it is illegal.
Bob Taplinger, Warners studio publicity head, left for the Coast yes3 Companies Formed
terday by plane after conferring with
Albany, Jan. 28. — Incorporated S. Charles Einfeld, advertising and
here have been East Coast Animation publicity director, on forthcomingCo., Inc., by Byron Rabbitt, Jack campaigns. Taplinger accompanied to
Rubin and Sam Morganstern, New New York a group of Hollywood
York; Justine Theatres Corp., Bronx, newspaper men who covered the 165th
bv David L. Minkoff, Paul P. Weiss Regiment dinner at which "The
and Andrew Kreiss, and Bergere Pic- Fighting 69th" was shown. The writtures Corp., by Charles Ettinger, ters left Saturday, accompanied by
Miriam Tobias and Pauline Scharf, Blake McVeigh, of the studio pubNew York.
licity staff.

For 'Old New York'
Roger Ferri, editor of the Dynamo,
20th Century-Fox house organ, left
Friday night for Miami in connection
with the world premiere of "Little
Old New York" at the Lincoln Theatre Wednesday night. He will publish aspecial edition of Dynamo there.
Christy Wilbert of Charles E. McCarthy's staff is in Miami preparing
for the opening.

Hays Finds Answer
On Dual Features
Will H. Hays thinks double
features "are terrible" but he
"can't do anything about
them," he told an audience at
the New Rochelle Presbyterian Men's Club recently.
"Is there a single person
here
likes them?" he
asked who
his audience.
"I do," confessed one young

opera had been broadcast for nine
years without appeals for funds and
lady. "I guess it's because
stated that the Met now needs aid.
you get more for your
Direct appeals for funds on sustain"That must be the answer
ing programs on the network are
rarely made, except during the March
to
why we have them," Hays
observed.
money."
of Dimes campaign and similar drives.
CBS has raised considerable funds for
the New York Philharmonic orchestra
by direct appeals to the radio audience.
Opera officials contemplate remodel- Eight Shows Today
ing of the Opera House, including airconditioning and improved seating. It
For "69th" at Strand
is planned to make the Opera House a
Warners' "The Fighting 69th," havyear-around civic center.
ing broken the opening day record at
the Strand on Broadway Friday, today will be given eight showings at
Indianapolis Case
the theatre, two more than usual.
Also, this is the first time for the
Strand to have six stage shows on a
Dismissal Ordered
Monday. The show features Paul
Order for dismissal of the Indian- Whiteman. The theatre will open at
apolis Amusement Co. anti-trust suit 8:15 A. M.
The same schedule was maintained
against major distributors will be entered in Federal District court at In- Saturday, with seven showings of the
dianapolis within the next few days, film and five stage shows Sunday.
thus bringing the long pending action
Backed by a big campaign, the film
to an end without a trial.
An agreement on a settlement of the at the opening drew a line of 2,000
persons before the doors opened at
case was reached by parties in interest last week. Settlement involves 8:30 A. M. By 10 A. M. a line estimated at 3,000 was outside the 2,800payment to the plaintiff, Rorie R.
seat house, despite the cold weather.
Bair.
Bair operates a small circuit in Indianapolis. The action was brought
in 1931 and involved complaints arising out of the old arbitration clauses,
now outlawed.
Zanuck,

9

Daily

Boycott
In

Theatres

Mexican

Fight

By JAMES LOCKHART
Mexico City, Jan. 28. — A boycott
which prevents them receiving pictures
has been declared against exhibitors
in Morelos and Zacatecas states by
the National Cinematographic and Allied Workers' Union which took this
action to force the exhibitors to
change their mind about reducing personnel.
The union asserts that such dismissals of workers is unjustified. The exhibitors aver that depressed business
conditions make such action necessary.
Exhibitors have appealed to State and
Federal officials to break the boycott.
Cosmos Films, producing company
organized by Miguel Contreras
Torres, who has worked in Hollywood, and Armando Vargas de la
Maza, newspaperman-director, has
started making the first of four films.
Lupe Velez, not Dolores del Rio,
is to play the lead in a new version
of "Santa" ("Saintess"), famous Mexican novel which was the basis for
the first talking film made in this
country in 1930 by Antonio Moreno.
The best box-office grossers among
native Mexican pictures of 1939 in
Mexico were : "Caballo a Caballo"
("Horse to Horse"), which grossed
$25,000 in five weeks ; "Los Enredos
de Papa" ("Papa's Intrigues"), $20,000 in five weeks and "La Tia de las
Muchachas" ("The Girls' Aunt"),
$24,100 in 10 months.
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Retention of Quota Seen;
Council Acts Today
London, Jan. 29. — The bulk of the
existing British film legislation, including the quota stipulations, is expected to be retained during the war.
Strong sentiment for retention of
the quota provisions is understood to
exist in the Films Council, which tomorrow will consider details of proposed new legislation.
Establishment of a Governmentsponsored Film Credit Bank to complement rather than displace the quota
is believed a probable development.
It is also considered a likelihood
that the Government will enact a plan
by Oliver Stanley, former president of
the British Board of Trade, for a
quota based on expenditure, and not
footage as now exists.
Cohn
Aid

Heads

Film

for

Hospital

YORK,

U.S.A., TUESDAY,

Evidence Completed
On 178th Trial Day
Boston, Jan. 29. — Evidence
was completed today in the
Masters' hearing of the
Morse and Rothenberg antitrust suit against the major
film companies. The hearing
will reopen late in March
when both sides will argue
the case. Today was the
178th day of the hearing.
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Join Broadway
Hits
Aided by top notch advertising and
publicity campaigns, "The Grapes of
Wrath" and "The Fighting 69th"
were added to the list of Broadway
smash hits during the past week.
First run business continued at a
high level over the weekend with top
grosses being recorded despite the
wintry blasts. The weather, although
cold and windy, was clear and bright.
"The Blue Bird" did near capacity
business on a two-a-day basis at the
Hollywood, "The Shop Around the
Corner" opened strong at the Music
Hall, while "Gone With the Wind"
continued its pace at the Astor and
the Capitol.
At the Roxy, "Brother Rat and a
Baby" with a stage show, should draw
an estimated $34,000 for the first
week. "Remember the Night," with
Bob Chester's band on the stage, drew
an estimated $18,000 over the weekend and should finish its second stanza at the Paramount tonight with an
estimated $35,000. It will be held for
a third week.
With Paul Whiteman's band on the
(Continued on page 2)

CENTS

DRAFTED

REMITTANCES

Leaders

Judging

Today

Quigley

Awards

Herman Wobber, general sales
manager of 20th Century- Fox; Louis
W. Schine, vice-president of Schine
Theatres, and
Alex Manta,
dian - Illinois
president
of InTheatres, will
head the list of
speakers at the
Quigley Awards q
luncheon at the
day.
Hotel Astor toThe luncheon
will follow the
judging
of the
entries in
the
sixth annual
Quigley Grand
Awards competition, Martin

TEN

30, 1940

FORMULA

Of
'Wrath'

JANUARY

Impartial

Herman Wobber

Jack Cohn, vice-president of CoQuigley, as toastmaster, also will inlumbia, has been appointed chairman
troduce A-Mike Vogel, chairman of
of the Motion Pictures and Enterthe Managers' Round Table of Motion
tainment Division for a dinner at the
Picture Herald, under whose superviAstor Feb. 25 in honor of Paul Felix
sion the award competition is conWarburg and for the benefit of the
ducted.
National Jewish Hospital, Denver.
More than 45 home office and outCohn has named a committee to
of-town executives have accepted invitations to act as contest judges.
assist him, as follow : George J.
Schaefer, David Bernstein, Leo
Among the executives who will be
(Continued on page 6)
Brecher, Jules E. Brulatour, Eddie
Cantor, Donald Flamm, Will H. Hays,
Marcus Heiman, Alfred J. McCosker,
B. S. Moss, Paul Moss, William S.
Paley, Martin Quigley, Walter Reade,
Saul E. Rogers and Alex Yokel.
"Pinocchio"
Vice-chairman of the dinner will be
Louis Nizer. The affair will com(Walt Disney-RKO)
memorate the 40th anniversary of the
hospital, an interfaith institution which
has provided free medical care for
Hollywood, Jan. 29. — Walt Disney has done it again. The creator
more than 25,000 poor persons suffer- of the first cartoon feature and his staff held a press audience completely
ing from tuberculosis.
enthralled this afternoon in Hollywood as their second effort was unfolded on the screen for what seemed to those present a far too short
85 minutes.
Neely Foes, Friends
The all-pervasive type of Disney magic has never been more evident
Press Their Drives than
in this fable of the wooden marionette who comes to life, is led
Speakers, pamphlets and letters to astray, finally proves his bravery and unselfishness and is rewarded by
Congressmen constitute the campaign being made a real little boy. Nor is Pinocchio himself the only essential
of opponents and proponents of the figure, with Figaro, the kitten; Cleo, the goldfish, and Jiminy Cricket,
Neely bill which is pending in the
House.
the puppet's conscience, all pressing the wooden protagonist for screen
About 50,000 copies of a pamphlet honors in a manner reminiscent of the scene-stealing activities of
titled "Do You Want Them to Kill "Dopey," "Sneezy" and "Grumpy" of the Seven Dwarfs.
The characters, the essential charm and imagination of the story, the
the Movies?"' have been circulated by
Ampa through distribution branches, superb animation and color, the music, both thematic and background, all
(Continued on page 7)
(Continued on page 6)

Seven
Majors Approve
Division of $17,500,000
Allowed

by Britain

Major companies evolved in New
York yesterday the formula determining what amount of $17,500,000, approved by the British government as
exportable revenue, each will share.
This formula, which covers only
rentals for Americanmade films distributed inBritain, will be transmitted
immediately to London for the approval of the Government. With such
official sanction, the companies will be
permitted to remove the cash to the
United States.
British-made pictures distributed
by the American firms do not figure
in this formula. A company such as
United Artists, which distributes a
number of British-made pictures besides American-made films in England, might otherwise have shared
to a much greater degree.
The amount to be withdrawn by
each company is known only to that
company, and some of them have not
yet been notified, according to inquiry.
The $17,500,000 represents one-third
of the approximately $50,000,000 annual gross income of the American
companies in Britain, and about 50
per cent of the net rentals. Universal
is not a party to the formula because
its films are handled by a British
company on a special basis.
The formula of withdrawal is based
(Continued on page 8)

Warners'
Meeting

Chicago
Saturday

Warners' annual mid-season sales
conference will be held Saturday and
Sunday at the Blackstone Hotel, Chicago, with Gradwell L. Sears, general sales manager, presiding. About
60 will attend, including home office
executives, district managers, branch
heads and the field exploitation staff.
A review of sales progress to date
and merchandising plans for current
and forthcoming product will feature
the discussions.
The home office contingent will
leave Friday for Chicago. It will include, in addition to Sears, S. Charles
Einfeld, director of advertising and
publicity; Carl Leserman, assistant
general sales manager; Mort Blumenstock, Eastern publicity and advertising manager;
Royan Haines,
(Continued
page 2) Eastern

2

Motion

Warners'
Meeting

Chicago
Saturday

{Continued from page 1)
and Canadian sales manager ; Ben
Kalmenson, Southern and Western
sales manager; Arthur Sachson, sales
executive; Norman Moray, Vitaphone
shorts sales manager, and Mitchell
Rawson.
District managers who will attend
include Edward Schnitzer, New York,
Eastern; Robert Smeltzer, Washington, Central; Rud Lohrenz, Chicago,
Midwest ; James Winn, Kansas City,
Prairie ; Fred M. Jack, Dallas, Southern; Henry Herbel, Los Angeles,
West Coast, and Wolfe Cohen, Toronto, Canadian district head.
The following branch managers will
be present : Sam Lefkowitz, New
York ; Paul S. Krumenacker, Albany ;
N. J. Ayers, Boston; Charles Rich,
Buffalo; John R. Mahan, New
Haven; Ralph Kinsler, Cincinnati; T.
L. Mendelssohn, Cleveland; F. E.
North, Detroit ; W. G. Mansell, Philadelphia; Harry Seed, Pittsburgh; F.
W. Beiersdorf, Washington; T. R.
Gilliam, Chicago; Fred Greenberg,
Indianapolis ; R. T. Smith, Milwaukee, C. K. Olson, Minneapolis.
A. W. Anderson, Des Moines ;
Homer Hisey, Memphis ; W. O. Williamson, Jr., Kansas City; Sid Rose,
Omaha ; Hall Walsh, St. Louis ; R.
L. McCoy, Atlanta; John A. Bachman, Charlotte ; Doak Roberts, Dallas ;L. Conner, New Orleans ; J. O.
Rohde, Oklahoma City; E. A. Bell,
Denver ; W. E. Callaway, Los Angeles V.
; Stewart, Portland ; William
F. Gordon, Salt Lake City ; Al Shmitken, San Francisco; William Shartin,
Seattle.
The Canadian delegation, in addition to District Manager Cohen, will
include Sam Pearlman, Calgary; M.
J. Isman, Montreal ; L. McKenzie,
Saint John ; Joseph Plottel, Toronto ;
I. Coval, Vancouver, and Lou Geller,
Winnipeg.
Exploitation men attending will be
Sam Clark, Chicago; Cameron Shipp,
Atlanta; Dick Hyland, Dallas; Monroe Rubinger, Kansas City ; Phil Engel, New York, and Martin Weiser,
Los Angeles.
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Purely

S, chairman
STANTON GRIFFI
of the Paramount executive committee, plans to leave for a Florida
vacation shortly after Barney Balaban returns to New York from there
toward the end of February.
•
Mickey Rooney will come here tomorrow from Washington, where he
will attend the President's Birthday
Celebration this evening. From here
he will travel to Port Huron, Mich.,
for the opening of "Young Tom Edison" on Feb. 11.
•
Bernie Kranze, RKO Albany
branch manager, has returned from
Florida. Another Albany film row
figure, Elmer Sichel, 20th CenturyFox short subject booker, has returned from Miami Beach.
•

MAY,

Jr.

CO., INC.
INSURANCE
•
Specializing
in requirements of the
Motion Picture Industry
75 Maiden Lane, New York
510 W. 6th St.
Los Angeles

Personal

Tuesday, January 30, 1940

► 'Wrath'
Join

MARTIN QUIGLEY, B. S. Moss,
Howard Dietz, Stanton Griffis, Mrs. Howard Dietz, Sam Shain
and Charles Moss at Moore's for
lunch yesterday.
•
Moe Rose, New York booker for
M-G-M ; Suzanne Armand, secretary to Ben Abner; Lou Allerhand,
New Jersey salesman for M-G-M,
and Mrs. Allerhand leave Friday
for a two-week vacation in the South.
•
Sam Dembow, Leon Netter, Robert Weitman, Y. Frank Freeman,
Arthur Loew, Mort Spring, Nat
Karson, Brock Pemberton, John D.
Hertz, Jr., and Sidney Kingsley
lunching at Sardi's • yesterday.
Charles Casanave, Charles E.
McCarthy, Erno Rapee, Owen
Toby Gruen, Dave WeinFrank O'Byrne, manager of As- Davis,
sociated Screen News, Ltd., Toronto, stock, William Brandt and Henry
has been appointed to the Canadian Hull at Nick's Hunting Room in the
Legion War Services Committee Astor for lunch yesterday.
•
which has undertaken to raise $500,000
Vincent McFaul, Buffalo, and Jufor soldiers' comforts.
•
lius Gordon of Gordon & Clemmons
Circuit,
Beaumont, Texas, are in town
Franchot Tone,, Frances Farmfor
Paramount
home office conferer and Phil Reagan will^ attend ences..
Philadelphia's celebration of the Pres•
ident's Birthday Ball at Convention
Hall today.
William White, general manager
•
of Skouras Theatres, and John
Mrs. Emma Boegli, mother-in-law Benas, film buyer, are making a survey of Long Island theatres.
of Ralph Kinsler, Cincinnati War•
ner exchange manager, is in DeaconJohn Grierson, Canadian film comess Hospital, suffering from a heart
attack.
missioner, arrived in Hollywood yes•
terday from Toronto. He sails for
Esther Bien, wife of the owner of Australia Wednesday.
•
Theatre Poster Supply Co., CincinCliff Lewis, Paramount studio adnati, is in the Jewish Hospital, where
vertising and publicity director, reshe underwent an operation.
•
turns to the Coast today after a twoweek stay here.
Edward G. Ruff, manager of Par•
amount's New Haven exchange,
Y.
Frank
Freeman,
Paramount
leaves Feb. 7 on the Oriente for a Hastudio head, left for the Coast by train
vana vacation.
•
last night after a week of home office conferences.
Louis R. Golding, Fabian district
•
manager at Albany, leaves Feb. 7 for
Harry Goldgraben, office manager
a short vacation in Havana.
•
at
M-G-M's New York exchange, reterday.
turned from a Florida vacation yesJoseph Shulman, Connecticut exhibitor, and Mrs. Shulman are va•
cationing inMiami.
•
Mr. and Mrs. H. M. Richey were
Madeleine Carroll has arrived in Washington over the weekend to
visit W. A. (Al) Steffes, who is ill
here
prior to sailing for Europe next there.
Saturday.

Managers at Banquet
Miami, Jan. 29. — As a climax to a
10-week course given to ushers and
assistant managers of Wometco Thea•
tres, Mitchell Wolfson and Sidney
Brian Aherne arrived from HolMeyer entertained more than 70 emlywood by plane yesterday for a fourployes of their circuit at a banquet.
week visit.
•
Bob
Wolff,
RKO
branch manager,
Handles 'Town' Campaign
Calkins & Holden advertising returned yesterday from Florida.
•
agency will handle the Sol Lesser adHerman
Gluckman,
Republic
vertising on the latter's film, "Our
franchise holder, is in Miami.
Town."
0
Brian Aherne arrived in town
from the Coast yesterday.

MITCHELL

Daily

Si Seadler is at the B-Bar-H
Ranch at Garnet, Cal.
•
Alec Moss of Paramount is at Miami Beach.

In Tomorrow's Headlines !
New and exclusive pictures
Japan - Manchukuo - North China
2 reels. Sound track — English narration.
World rights for sale. Deal includes lavender
print. Reasonable. Will send for inspection.
Write or wire Box 256, MOTION PICTURE
DAILY, 6305 Yucca St., Hollywood, Calif.

and

'69th'

Broadway

Hits

(Continued from pane 1)
stage,
"The Fighting
an estimated
$31,00069th"
for garnered
Friday,
Saturday and Sunday at the Strand
with a first week gross well above
$50,000 indicated. At the Rivoli, the
first week
"Grapes
of bring
Wrath,"
which
ends of
tonight,
should
an
estimated
"The
Blue al^
Bir,d"c
grossed an$60,000.
estimated
$11,000
Hollywood and drew an estimated
$4,800 over the weekend.
At the Music Hall, "The Shop
Around the Corner," with a stage
show, should attract an estimated $85,000 in its first week. In its sixth week
at both houses, "Gone With the
Wind" drew an estimated $75,000 at
the Capitol and an estimated $22,000
at the Astor.
"The Lion Has Wings" drew an
estimated $8,500 in its initial week at
the Globe and is held over. At the
Rialto, "Green Hell" opened yesterday
after a second week for "The Invisible
Man Returns"
which drew an estimated $8,500.

Mayer Will Attend
'Edison* Premiere
Louis B. Mayer, M-G-M production chief, and Howard Strickling,
studio publicity director, are scheduled
to attend the world premiere of
"Young Tom Edison" at Port Huron,
Mich., Feb. 11.
Mayer arrived yesterday in Miami
Beach for conferences with Nicholas
M. Schenck, M-G-M president. He
will return
to New York before proceeding West.
Barret Kiesling of the studio publicity department is in Port Huron
preparing
the premiere
the Edison film. for
Howard
Dietz, of
advertising
and
attend.publicity director, also plans to
K. C. Club Party Feb. 8
Kansas City, Jan. 29. — A floor
show and dance will feature the annual inaugural ceremonies of Variety
Club's new officers at the Hotel
Muehlebach here Feb. 8. Assisting

Jerry teeZigmond
the general commitare Jameson McConnell,
Barney
Joffee, Don Woods and Douglas
•
Desch. Ticket sales are being handled
Arthur Israel of Paramount will by Desch, Woods, Sam Abend,
leave by car for Charleston, S. C, Charles Shafer, Leon Abraham, Lee
tomorrow for a brief vacation.
Jones and Roy Miller.
•
Jack L. Warner, vice-president of
MOTION PICTURE
Warners, leaves for the Coast Sunday
with Mrs. Warner.
•
DAILY
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Sale

of

GN

28

by Olney

Sale of all remaining assets of
Grand National Pictures located in 28
exchanges throughout the country was
ordered yesterday by Referee Peter
B. Olney, Jr. Under court directions
a public auction will be held by the
trustee within the next few days.
Earle W. Hammons, former head
of GN, clashed with Josenh Dannenberg, attorney for the trustee, over the
valuation of Educational Pictures' assets assigned to GN in return for stock,
during an examination of Hammons
yesterday.
A large number of films estimated
at a nominal value on Educational's
books were of real value when transferred to GN, Hammons claimed.
Dannenberg, however, sought to prove
that all assets assigned to GN totalled $55,389 in value at the time of
GN's organization.
Testimony of Hammons also covered financial deals between GN and
Skibo Productions, Inc., and the payment by the former of $42,000 to the
latter on a debt owed originally by
Educational which GN had assumed.
Hammons will continue to testify today.

'Brother9 at $5,500
Haven Leader
New
New Haven, Jan. 29. — "Brother
Rat and a Baby" and "Mill on the
Floss" grossed $5,500 at the Roger
Sherman. "Charlie McCarthy, Detective" and "All Women Have Secrets"
took $4,500 at the Paramount.
Estimated takings for the week ending Jan. 27 :
"Hunchback of Notre Dame" (RKO)
COLLEGE— (1,499) (35c-50c) 7 days, 2nd
week. Gross: $2,500. (Average, $2,700)
"Everything Happens at Night" (20th-Fox)
"Remember" (M-G-M)
LOEW-PO LI— (3,040) (35c -50c) 7 days.
Gross: $8,000. (Average, $8,000)
"Charlie McCarthy, Detective" (Univ.)
"Ali Women Have Secrets" (Para.)
PARAMOUNT— (2,348) (35c-50c) 7 days.
Gross: $4,500. (Average, $4,000)
"Brother Rat and a Baby" (W. B.)
"Mill on the Floss" (Stand.)
ROGER SHERMAN— (2,200) (35c-50c) 7
days. Gross: $5,500. (Average, $5,000)

'Swanee' at $8,200
Leads in Montreal
Montreal, Jan. 29. — "Swanee
River" earned $8,200 at the Palace.
"The Roaring Twenties" at the Capitol took $7,300.
Estimated takings for the week ending Jan. 26:
"The Roaring Twenties" (W. B.)
CAPITOL— (2,547)
(25c-40c-55c-65c) 7
days. Gross: $7,300. (Average, $8,000)
"Balalaika" (M-G-M)
LOEW'S—
7 days,
3rd
week. (2,800)
Gross:(30c-40c-650c)
$5,000. (Average,
$8,000)
"Raffles" (U. A.)
"Escape to Paradise" (RKO)
ORPHEUM— (919) (25c-35c-50c) 7 days,
3rd week. Gross: $1,500. (Average, $5,000)
"Swanee River" (20th-Fox)
PALACE— (2,600) (25c-40c-55c-65c) 7 days.
Gross: $8,200. (Average, $10,000)
"The Amazing Mr. Williams" (Col.)
"Blind Alley" (Col.)
PRINCESS— (2,272) (25c-35c-50c-65c) 7
days. Gross: $4,200. (Average, $5,500)
Goddard and McCrea
Hollywood, Jan. 29. — Paulette Goddard was assigned today to co-star
with Gary Cooper, Madeleine Carroll
and Joel McCrea in Paramount-DeMille's "Northwest Mounted Police."
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Dance

FilmsinWork
(Republic)
Featuring popular radio entertainers, this is a merry melange of slapstick comedy and harmonious melody comprising a show that probably
will score best in the smaller situations. In many respects the film is
Hollywood, Jan. 29. — Twenty-seven >
reminiscent of the bygone days of the screen when action spoke louder pictures were before the cameras this
week, as eight started and six(|f ji- !
than words.
ished.
Sixteen are being prepVcd,
Audiences that don't take the plot too seriously will have a lot of fun and 66 are being edited.
hissing the villain. Best performances are turned in by George Barbier
The tally by studios :
as the operator of the Lyndale ice cream emporium and Esther Dale, COLUMBIA — Finished: "Men Without
a skinflint with a heart of gold who just about runs everything in the
town.
In Work: "Too Many Husbands," "The
Doctor TakesFinished
a Wife."
GOLDWY
: "The Westerner."
Richard Cromwell, just out of college, arrives in Lyndale and becomes M-G-M— InN — Work:
"40 Little Mothers,"
"Two
Girls
on
Broadway,"
"Edison, the
involved in the plot when he falls in love with the girl who holds the
Man," "Hooray I'm Alive," an untitled
Dr. Kildare.
fate to the town's future. She decides to marry Cromwell's rival to
Souls.""Waterloo Bridge."
Started:
protect the property of the town's merchants, when Barbier saves the MONOGRAM—
Finished: "Rhythm on the
day by muscling in on a national radio network with Lyndale's "Village
"Cheyenne Kid." "Down Went
Barn Dance" program. This and a Keystone-cop-like chase on a fire Started:
PARAMOUNT—
Rio Grande." Finished:
wagon are the comedy highlights.
McGinty," "The Woman from Hell."
Radio entertainers are Lulubelle and Scotty, Barbara Jo Allen (Vera Started: "Destiny."
PRINCIPAL—
Started: "Our Town."
Vague), Don Wilson, The Kidoodlers, Texas Wanderers, Helen Troy RKO^In Work:
"My Favorite Wife."
and Frank Cook. Others in the cast are Doris Day, Robert Baldwin Started: "Curtain Call."
REPUBLIC— Started: "Pioneers of the
and Andrew Tombes. Armand Schaefer was associate producer and
Frank McDonald director. Dorrell and Stuart McGowan wrote the 20TH CENTURY-FOX— In Work: "I Was
story.
an Adventuress," "Viva Cisco Kid,"
"Sailor's Lady," "Earthbound," "TwinTwinkle, Little
Star."
Running time, 69 minutes.
"G."*
Alfred Finestone Started:kle, "Lillian
Russell."
UNIVERSAL — Finished : "Black Friday."
In Work: "It's a Date," "The House of
West."Gables," "Enemy Agent."
Seven
Chasing Trouble
Started: "Alias the Deacon."
WARNERS— In Work: "We Shall Meet
(Monogram)
Again," "Saturday's Children," "Three
Cheers for the Irish."
Graphology and match-making are mixed with a good spy story to
make "Chasing Trouble" entertaining film fare. Frankie Darro heads
the cast in the role of a messenger boy who is studying graphology Majors Win Delay
during spare hours and arranging romances on the side.
In $2,595,000 Action
Frankie's troubles begin when he discovers that the second volume
Boston, Jan. 29. — Eight major comhe studies contradicts the rules found in the first book. As a messenger
panies, accused of violating anti-trust
boy for a florist, he runs into a spy ring headed by Alex Callam. The
spy leader decides to use Frankie. Milburn Stone, as a reporter on the laws, and defendants in a suit for $2,595,000 by seven theatre corporations
trail of a murder, tries to dissuade Frankie but is unsuccessful.
from Massachusetts to Florida, were
When the second book on graphology arrives, Frankie discovers his granted an extension of time today.
mistake and exposes the ring. He also decides that Stone would make They now have until Feb. 10 to file
an answer.
a better husband for Marjorie Reynolds than would Callam, to whom
The major companies include 20th
he has introduced her.
Howard Bretherton, who directed, keeps the story moving throughout. Century-Fox ; Loew's, Inc. ; Vitagraph, Inc. ; Paramount Pictures DisScott R. Dunlap produced.
tributing Co. ; United Artists Corp. ;
Universal Film Exchanges, Inc. ;
Running time, 64 minutes. "G."*
Edward Greif RKO Radio Pictures, Inc. ; and Columbia Pictures, Inc.
*"G" denotes general classification.
Plaintiffs in the Providence,
suit are Loew's
Drive-in-Theatre,
R. I ;
Lynn
Open
Air
Theatre,
Inc.,
Lynn,
Philadelphia House
Harrison Is Named
Mass. ; Winchester Theatre Co., WinAssessments
Drop
Harris Treasurer
chester, Mass. ; E. M. Loew's, Inc.,
operating Winchester Theatre under
Philadelphia,
Jan.
29.
—
Real
estate
Pittsburgh, Jan. 29. — George S.
Harrison will become treasurer of the assessments for the 10 key houses in lease ; Miami Drive-in-Theatre, Dade
Florida ; Gov. Ritchie TheHarris Amusement Co. May 1, fol- the central city zone operated by the County,
atre, Inc., Glen Burnie, Md. ; and the
Warners
will
be
$194,702
less
than
lowing a three-month vacation in
Florida. His appointment by John 1939 figures, according to Frank J. Mt. Vernon Theatre Corp., Alexandria, Va.
H. Harris, follows 37 years of service Benham, president of the Board of
with the Harris company, begun in Revision of -Texas. The houses,
LanHeld Returning
1903 with the late Senator John P. Aldine, Boyd, Earle, Fox, Karlton,
Harris.
Keith's, Mastbaum (dark), Palace,
Sidney Lanfield, 20th Century-Fox
Retiring as auditor, Harrison will Stanton and Stanley, were assessed director, leaves for the Coast tonight
be honored at a dinner of Harris ex- at $10,155,198 as compared to $10,- with Ralph Dietrich, cameraman, and
ecutives and employes Feb. 1. George 349,900 for 1939. Largest factor in others of a crew who have been shootEby, formerly of Main and Co., will the cut was a IK per cent slash for
ing background scenes with Carmen
succeed Harrison as auditor.
depreciation.
Miranda for "The South American
All but the Aldine, Boyd and Karl- Way." The work was done at the
ton were cut, the largest slash being Movietone studio on 54th St.
Extend Tax Suit Time
$57,792 for the Fox, from $1,624,000
Columbus, Jan. 24. — Attorneys for
Pavone to Universal
the plaintiff in the suit of John V. to $1,566,208; with the lowest of $600
Bostwick, a taxpayer, against the Ohio for the Stanton, from $313,200 to
New Haven, Jan. 29. — John PaThe board's evaluation for
Tax Commission, challenging its au- $312,600.
vone, resigned from Warners here
thority to exempt film rentals from the other houses are: Aldine, $593,- after almost 17 years in this territory,
000;
Boyd,
$656,000;
Earle,
$2,639,the sales tax, and seeking to enforce
has been appointed Universal excollection of the impost from the in- 000; Karlton, $1,003,000; Keith's,
change salesman. Pavone had a short
$583,500;
Mastbaum,
$1,342,090;
ception of the tax law, have been
association with Universal as salesPalace,
$705,600;
and
Stanley,
man in 1925, and has been on Film
granted
answers. a 15-day extension for filing
Row here almost 25 years.
$753,600.
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$14,000

San Francisco, Jan. 29. — "Shop
Around the Corner," paired with "City
of Xhance" for $14,000 at the Fox.
"(-^nimo" and "Night of Nights"
drew $11,500 at the Paramount.
Estimated takings for the week ending Jan. 23-26:
"Reno" (RKO)
GOLDEN GATE — (2,850) (35c-40c-55c) 7
days. Stage: Vaudeville.
Gross: $13,000.
(Average, $15,000)
"Destry Rides Again" (Univ.)
"The Amazing Mr. Williams" (Col.)
ORPHEUM— (2,440) (15c-35c-40c) 7 days,
4th week. Gross: $7,800. (Average, $8,000)
"The Shop Around the Corner" (M-G-M)
"City of Chance" (20th-Fox)
FOX — (5,000) (15c-30c-35c-40c) 7 days.
Gross: $14,000. (Average, $16,000)
"Geronimo" (Para.)
"The Night of Nights" (Para.)
PARAMOUNT— (2,740) (15c-30c-35c-40c)
7 days. Gross: $11,500. (Average, $11,500)
"Slightly Honorable" (U. A.)
UNITED ARTISTS— (1,200) (15c-35c-40c55c) 7 days, 2nd week. Gross: $7,200. (Average, $8,000)
"Invisible Stripes" (W. B.)
"Private Detective" (W. B.)
ST. FRANCIS— (1,400) (15c-30c-35c-40c) 7
days, 2nd week. Gross: $5,200. (Average,
$6,000)
"The Return of Mr. X" (W. B.)
"Everything's on Ice" (RKO)
WARFIELD — (2,680) (15c-30c-35c-40c)
days. Gross: $11,000. (Average, $12,000)
"Wuthering Heights" (U. A.)
CLAY— (400) (15c-35c-40c) 7 days, 2nd
week. Gross: $900. (Average, $1,000)
"Ireland's Border Line" (Alexander)
LARKIN — (390) (15c-35c-40c) 7 days.
Gross: $800. (Average, $1,000)

This

Is 'Remember'

Woman

With

(M-G-M)
Hollywood; Jan. 29. — With Spencer Tracy, Number Three boxoffice personality in Quigley Publications' 1939 exhibitor poll, and Hedy
LaMarr, "I Take This Woman" would have to be an extremely bad
picture to keep the customers away in large numbers.
It isn't.
And it has, in addition to these names, W. S. Van Dyke II for exploitation mention as director and Charles MacArthur as author, James
Kevin McGuinness taking credit for the screenplay. Veree Teasdale,
Kent Taylor, Laraine Day, Mona Barrie, Jack Carson and Paul
Cavanaugh are among the players seen in support.
Tracy is seen in the picture as an earnest physician, beloved by
dwellers in a tenement district where he has charge of a clinic, who
prevents a beautiful creature from committing suicide, marries her later
while knowing she still believes herself in love with another man, joins
the staff of a swank hospital by way of earning big money to buy his
wife nice things and then rebels against the loose ethics prevalent
therein, and returns to his clinic.
Miss LaMarr is seen as the would-be suicide whom the doctor saves
and who has a hard time making up her mind whether she really loves
him or the other man but finally decides on him. It's not quite so simple
as that, actually breaking up into two stories tied together only by
overlapping personnel, but it boils down to the foregoing for practical
purposes.
Reaction to the film at its Hollywood preview was
have been because it was shown on a Friday night
patronized by students of U. C. L. A., who are a
sort of story and more than a bit demonstrative.
Running time, 95 minutes.
"G."*

mixed. That may
in a house mainly
bit callous to this
Roscoe Williams

tt
Young
as You
(20th Century-Fox)

'Mice* Kansas City
Leader at $10,800
Kansas City, Jan. 29. — Despite bitterly cold weather and outside competition, "Of Mice and Men" and
"Secret of Dr. Kildare" gave the Midland $10,800.
Estimated takings for the week ending Jan. 23-25 :
"He Married His Wife" (ZOth-Fox)
ESQUIRE— (800) (25c-40c) 7 days. Gross:
$1,800. (Average, $2,500)
"Of Mice and Men" (U. A.)
"Secret of Dr. KUdare" (M-G-M)
MIDLAND — (4,000) (25c-40c) 7 days.
Gross: $10,800. (Average, $9,500)
"The Great Victor Herbert" (Para.)
George Givot performs ably in a comic role, while the Jones' grandNEWMAN— (1,900) (25c-40c) 7 days, 2nd
daughter ispersonified charmingly, despite her tears, by the same baby
week. Gross: $5,000. (Average, $7,000)
"Four Wives" (W. B.)
who cooed and captivated in "The Cisco Kid and the Lady."
"Flying Deuces" (RKO)
Directed by Malcolm St. Clair, the picture's associate producer was
ORPHEUM— (1,500) (25c-40c) 10 days, 2nd
week. Gross: $5,800. (Average, 10 days, John Stone
$7,000)
Walter Selden
"Oh Johnny How You Can Love" (Univ.)
Running time, 60 minutes. "G."*
TOWER-(2,200) (25c) 7 days. Stage: 3
Ryans, Grace Drysdale, Large & Morgner.
*"G" denotes general classification.
Gross: $4,100. (Average, $5,000)
"He Married His Wife" (20th-Fox) days.
UPTOWN — (2,000) (25c-40c) 7
Gross: $2,600. (Average, $3,500)
Ontario Film Taxes
'Shop' at $13,500
In St. Louis

Cold

Chicago, Jan. 29. — "Remember the
Night" aided by a star-studded stage
show, grossed $36,700 at the Chicago.
"A Child Is Born" at. the Garrick
was another winner with a smart
$6,800. The weather continued cold.
Estimated takings for the week end-

"We ingAre
Not Alone"
(W. B.)
Jan. 24-27
:
APOLLO—
(1,400)
(25c-55c-75c)
7 days.
Gross: $5,700. (Average, $6,000)
"Remember the Night" (Para.)
CHICAGO— (4,000) (35c-55c-75c) 7 days.
Stage: Ray Bolger & Anita Louise with
Revue. Gross: $36,700. (Average, $32,000)
"A Child Is Born" (W. B.)
GARRICK—
(3Sc-40c-65c)
Gross:
$6,800. (900)
(Average,
$5,000) 7 days.
"The Big Guy" (Univ.)
ORIENTAL — (3,400) (25c-35c-40c) 6 days.
Stage: Cliff Edwards & Revue. Gross:
$15,200.
(Average,
"Green Hill"
(Univ.)13,000)
"Mexican Spitfire"
PALACE — (2,500) (35c-55c-75c) 7 days.
Gross: $10,600. (Average, $12,000)
"Everything Happens at Night" (20th-Fox)
ROOSEVELT — (1,300) (35c-55c-75c) 7
days. Gross: $11,400. (Average, $11,000)
"Tower of London" (Univ.)
STATE- LAKE — (2,700), (25c-35c-40c) 7
"Raffles"
days.
Stage:
Royce & Revue. Gross:
(U.Rosita
A.) $12,000)
$14,400.
(Average,
UNITED ARTISTS-( 1,700) (35c-55c-7Sc)
7 days, 2nd week. Gross: $8,800. (Average,
$14,000)

'Hunchback'

Feel

Hollywood, Jan. 29. — More than adequate material is provided the
"Jones Family" in this version of their affairs and escapades, similar in
plot to the Will Rogers picture, "Handy Andy," made in 1935. Based
on the characters created by Katherine Kavanaugh, and on the play
"Merry Andrew" by Lewis Beach, the screenplay by Joseph Hoffman
and Stanley Rauh is well tailored to meet the particular talents of the
regular participants in this series from the Sol Wurtzel side of the
studio.
As usual, Jed Prouty and Spring Byington play the parts of John
Jones and his wife, with Florence Roberts as "Granny" and Joan
Valerie, Ken Howell, George Ernest, June Carlson and Billy Mahan
rounding out the family, seen here in the process of discovering that
work is preferable to a certain kind of play, as the family drug store
is sold and New York is discovered to be not the thing for a small
town family.

Sol Pincus Dies
San Francisco, Jan. 29. — Sol
Pincus, 63, long in the theatrical business here, and brother of Ralph
Pincus; Geary manager, died after a
brief illness. For years he was publicity representative of the city's
major stage productions and roadshows.

$36,700

For

Year

$206,008

Toronto, Jan. 29. — The revenue colSt. Louis, Jan. 29. — Sub-freezing
temperatures again hurt grosses here,
lected by the Ontario Government
but "Shop Around the Corner" drew from film exchanges and theatres dur$13,500
at Loew's
ing the past fiscal year was $206,008,
Estimated
grosses State.
for week ending
according to financial reports subJan. 25 :
mitted in the Provincial Legislature.
"Shop Around the Corner" (M-G-M)
The
Ontario
Board of Censors col"Earl of Chicago" (M-G-M)
lected
$110,370
in fees for the exLOEW'S
STATE
(3,162)
(25c-40c-55c)
7
days. Gross: $13,500. (Average, $13,000)
amination offilms while the revenue
"The Invisible Man" (Univ.)
from theatre licenses reached $95,136,
"He Married His Wife" (2*th-Fox)
Mascot Reissues Set
FOX— (5,038) (25c-40c-55c) 7 days. Gross: both amounts being the largest on
record because of the number of reels
Hollywood, Jan. 29.— Mascot Pic- $8,000. (Average, $11,000)
Travels" (Para.)
tures Co. is reissuing a number of "Gulliver's
submitted and the opening of new the"Laugh It Off" (Para.)
atres. Expenditures of the Censorship
features and serials in the state rights
MISSOURI— (3,514) (25c-40c-55c) 7 days.
and Theatres Inspection Branch for
market. Release has already been set Gross: $4,200. (Average, $4,000)
the 12 months were $33,267, the largthrough exchanges in a dozen terri- "The Great Victor Herbert" (Para.)
Johnny, How You Can Love" (Para.) ries.est item of which was $26,113 for salatories. The films were produced by "Oh,
AMBASSADOR — (3,018) (25c-40c-55c) 7
days. Gross: $10,000. (Average, $11,500)
Nat Levine some years ago.

$16,500

Pittsburgh's Leader
Pittsburgh, Jan. 29.— "The Hunchback of Notre Dame" survived the
zero cold spell and drew $16,500 to
Loew's Penn.
Estimated takings for the week end"Greeingn Jan.
Hell"
25: (Univ.)
ALVIN'$4,200.
(1,900)
50c) $7,000)
6 days.
"Geroni
mo"— (Para.)
Gross:
(Average(25c-35c, 7 days,
FULTO'N— (1,700) (25c-40c) 7 days. Gross:
$3,100. (Average, $5,000)
"The Hunchback of Notre Dame" (RKO)
LOEW'S PENN-(3,600)
(25c-35c-50c) 7
days.
Gross: $16,500. (Average,
$13,000)
"Swanee River"
(zttth-Fox)
SENATOR— (1,800) (25c-35c-50c) 7 days.
4th
week. Gross: $2,300. (Average, $3,800)
"Invisible
Stripes" (W. B.)
STANLEY— (3,600) (25c-40c-60c) 7 days.
On the
Eddy Duchin and orchestra. stage:
Gross: $17,500.
(Average, $17,000)
"Congo
Maisie"
(M-G-M)
"Private Detective"
(W. B.)
WARNER— (2,000) (25c-40c) 7 days. Gross:
$.5,000)
$4,100. (Average,

Dorsey, 'Johnny'
$13,600, Milwaukee
Milwaukee, Jan. 29. — Tommy Dorsey on the Riverside stage with the
film, "Oh, Johnny, How You Can
Love," grossed $13,600 in another
week of frigid temperatures.
Estimated takings for the week end"Geronim
ing Jan.o"25 (Para
: .)
"All Women Have Secrets" (Para.)
PALACE— (2,400) (25c-35c-50c) 7 days.
Gross: $4,800. (Average,
$4,000)
"Oh,
Johnny, How You Can Love" (Univ.)
RIVERSID
E-(2,700) (30c-40c-55c) 7 days.
Stage:
(Average,Tommy
$6,500) Dorsey. Gross: $13,600.
"The Hunchback of Notre Dame (RKO)
STRAND— (1,400) (25c-35c-50c) 7 days.
Gross: $1,250. (Average, $1,500)
"Destry Rides Again" (Univ.)
"The Return of Dr. X" (F. N.) 7 days.
WARNER— (2,400) (2Sc-35c-50c)
Gross: $6,300. (Average, $4,500)
"Judge Hardy and Son" (M-G-M)
"Nick
Carter,N—Master Detective" (M-G-M)
WISCONSI
(3,200) (25c-35c-50c
) 7 days.
$5,500)
$5,800. (Average,
Gross:
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Pittsburgh, Jan. 29. — In an editorial, the Post-Gazette attacked the
Neely bill.
"We are convinced that this bill is
fundamentally unsound," the Paul
Block morning daily said, "and that,
if it is passed, will have the most
serious effects on the quality, the
quantity, and the price of motion picture entertainment as it is now enjoyed by 85,000,000 of our citizens
every week, at an average admission
of 23 cents."
The paperarecontended
"if the
the
distributors
forced to that
sell and

Press Their Drives
(Continued from page 1)
circuits and individual exhibitors who
oppose the bill.
A pamphlet based on a recent
speech by C. C. Petti john, general
counsel of the Hays office, has been
circulated by the organization among
exhibitors and newspaper editors. Another pamphlet, intended to influence
the same persons and Congressmen,
has been sent out by Abram F. Myers,
general counsel of Allied States. Allied officials are also sending letters
to newspapers.
Felix A. Jenkins, 20th Century-Fox
general counsel, and Col. H. A. Cole,
president of Allied, discussed the pros
and cons of the measure at a forum
of the Motion Picture Council of
Montclair, N. J., last night. Among
others, Will H. Hays discussed the
bill in New Rochelle last week. Harry
Goldberg, advertising and publicity director for the Warner circuit, and
Sidney Samuelson, Allied official, will
lead an open forum discussion at a
Philadelphia
women's club group in
February.

"Bowling Skill"
(Paramount)
Grantland Rice Sportlights are always fast entertainment, and this one
is no less so. With Ted Husing supplying the commentary, the subject pictures the ancient game of bowling on
the green, modern duck pins, and concludes with incredible shooting by
Gene Gagliardi, world champion.
Running time, 10 mins.
"Old Natchez"
(FitsPatrick-M-G-M)
The pre-Civil War days are reenacted in the annual pilgrimage of
the Natchez, Miss., Garden Club. Old
homesteads are shown and the glory
of the old South described. Done
in color. Running time, 9 mins.
"Where Turf Meets Surf"
(M-G-M)
Quick glimpses of Hollywood stars
are provided when two young girl
sightseers visit the Del Mar track.

"Stranger

Than

Fiction,

( Universal)
This is no less interesting than
others of the series. Featured are the
delicate
making and inserting of fullNo. 71"
rigged ships in bottles, the Canadian
collector of old watches, the woman
who paints on cobwebs, the auto-boat
which cuts swamp grass, and the
clever Boston terrier which helps unload tires from a truck. Running time,
9 mins.
"Going Places, No. 71"
( Universal)
Strange creatures in the Western
Hemisphere form the subject matter
of a novel and interesting subject. Pictured are such odd and little known
animals as the iguana, parasoso, opossum, ant-eater, three-toed sloth, porcupine, otter and spider monkey. Running time, 9 mins.

"Andy

Panda

Goes

(Universal)
Walter Lantz's new cartoon characFishi
ng"amusing creature for the
ter is an
youngsters. In this color subject he
goes fishing, is pursued by native
panda-hunters and is rescued by an
electric eel and an active turtle. Running time, 9 mins.
"Rhythm
( U niversal)

Set

Today,

{Continued from page 1)

REVIEWS

"Unusual Occupations"
(Paramount)
This is a novel and interesting subject in color, picturing odd pursuits.
Shown are a modern Noah who has
constructed an ark in anticipation of
a new flood, a young woman who
makes novelties out of colored cellophane sippers, fishing for pearls in the
Mississippi River, and a Hollywood
stunt pilot who faces the danger but
is never seen on the screen. Running
exhibitors to buy only one picture at time, 10 mins.
a time, the cost of renting films will
inevitably rise and just as inevitably
"Sugar Wind"
be passed on to the patron."
(Paramount)
The paper offered refutation to arA camera tour of the Island of Barguments for the Neely plan by stating
bados in the Caribbean, this subject
that "the exhibitor does not have to pictures in interesting fashion a little
take a bad picture to get a good one," known spot on the globe. Huge windand "the smaller companies, which are
mills power the grinding machines
now able to turn over their capital
used
in
pursuing
the of
island's
chief
rapidly enough to keep several pic- industry, the
production
sugar cane.
tures going at various stages of completion, would be driven out of busi- The unfailing "sugar wind" supplies
ness and the strictest sort of monopoly the power. Running time, 10 mins.
would result.
"Study reveals that the Neely bill," "Shakespearean Spinach"
it claimed, "is but one more wholly (Fleischer-Paramount)
Popeye supplants Bluto as Romeo to
impractical and highly dangerous attempt to extend the unnecessary gov- Olive Oyl's Juliet, and Bluto's annoyance means a rough time for Popernmental regulation of business."
eye until the inevitable spinach gets
in its work, and Bluto is on the receiving end. An entertaining cartoon.
ds
Frien
Foes,
Neely
Running time, 7 mins.

of Quigley

Jamboree"

A group of variety specialists perform with individual skill in this musical short subject, which is entertaining for those who like the modern
trend in song and dance. Among the
specialty performers are Judy Starr,

in town for the judging will be:..
George C. Walsh, president of Netco
Theatres, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. ; Natlj
Holt, advertising manager of RKOm
Theatres, Cleveland; Harry F. Shaw,,
advertising manager of New Eng- [
land Poli-Loew Theatres, and F^ M..
Fay,
Theatres,
Providen^
The Fayluncheon
program
willf' i'be j
opened at 11 :30, when the judging of
the entries will begin.
Material to
be judged will be set on individual ;
numbered tables for the convenience
of the judges. After examination of
the entries, the judges will set down
their choices in order, the majority
vote determining the winners of the:
Silver and Bronze
Grand Awards,,
selected from among those with the'
best records in the four quarters of '
the 1939 competition.
The winners are expected to be in.
Hollywood late in February or early
in March as guests of Motion Picture Herald. Presentation ceremonies
are being prepared by a special studio
committee, with plans also in work
for entertainment of the winners by
production executives and stars.
be:Among the home office executives
who will act as judges today will
H. D. Buckley, Maurice Bergman,
Charles L. Casanave, Jack Cohn, Albert Deane, Oscar Doob, Lynn Farnol, William R. Ferguson, Harry
Goldberg, Edward Golden, Robert M.
Gillham,
Leonard H. Goldenson, E.
Kelly.
C. Grainger, Monroe Greenthal, W.
J. Heineman, Nat Holt, Arthur W.
Also Irving Lesser, Carl Lesserman, Louis Lifton, Charles E. McCarthy, F. J. A. McCarthy, S. Barret McCormick, Harry Mandel, Leon

Netter,lock,J.Charles
J. O'Connor,
LouisReeve,
PolReagan, Arch
W. F. Rodgers, Gradwell Sears,
singer ; Johnny
his Harmonica Hi-HatsO'Brien
; BillandBurt,
tap Harry F. Shaw, Milt Silver, A. W.
dancer ; the Brown sisters, colored Smith, Jr., Cresson E. Smith, J. R.
singers, and others. Running time, 18 Vogel and William A. Scully.
mins.
Two
"Bullets and Ballads"
(Universal)
In the setting of a dude ranch
lounge, this musical subject pictures
a group of entertainers who offer a
fast-stepping variety bill. Included are
Armida, dancer ; Ken Stevens, tenor ;
the Fanchonettes, chorus line ; the
Texas Rangers, a singing octette, and
the Caits Brothers, comedy dancers.
Running time, 18 mins.

Bing Crosby, Pat O'Brien, Robert "The Fishing Bear"
Congressmen are being deluged with Taylor, [Barbara Stanwyck, Stuart (Harmort-M-G-M)
Here is one of the liveliest color
letters expressing both sides of the Erwin, Virginia Bruce and Edmund
issue. They come from exhibitors, film Lowe are among those present. The cartoons in a long while. An old
company employes, trade unions, bet- girls decide to bet on the horses but bear goes fishing for trout with a
ter films councils and other public receive some bad tips from Nat special bait called "trouties." The
Pendleton. Should please. Running young fish see the box and want to
groups.
become junior G-men in the manner
time, 10 mins.
of children with breakfast cereals.
Michigan Exhibitors
A wild duck lands to complicate matSplit Over Neely Bill
"Alfalfa's Double"
ters. An amusing bit. Running time,
(M-G-M)
Detroit, Jan. 29. — Independent ex9 mins.
hibitors in Michigan are split on the
Alfalfa of "Our Gang" finds a
Neely bill, with Co-Operative Thea- bored rich boy who looks exactly like
tres of Michigan on record as oppos- Alfalfa. The rich boy is tired of "The Old South"
ing its passage and Allied of Michigan the continuous lessons while Alfalfa (M-G-M)
favoring it.
This "Miniature" tends to be more
is fed up with" his daily chores. They
Co-Operative Theatres is a buying decide to change places but after a documentary in form than most of the
and booking organization and com- trial period, both decide that there's series. The theme is that of the South
prises 100 independent theatres, most- no place like home. Plenty of laughs. struggling to gain a foothold, its
ly in Dertoit.
Running time, 11 mins.
struggle with the North, and its sub-

More

Defendants

N. Y. Supreme Court Justice Bernstein ordered NBC and Victor Talking Machine Co., Inc., to be added as
defendants in the stockholders suit
brought against RCA, Western Electric, Erpi, Westinghouse and A.T.&T.
Defendants are charged with transferring alarge block of RCA shares
without adequate compensation.
sequent regeneration. Cotton, of
course, tory.
is Thetheearly
key efforts
to the to
South's
hisseparate
the cotton from the seed and the
discovery of the cotton gin highlight
the reel. An interesting short. Running time, 10 mins.
"Know Your Money"
(M-G-M)
There are almost limitless exploitation possibilities in this latest issue
of theries."Crime
Does
Not Pay"
seDealing with
counterfeit
money,
the reel portrays the activities of a
counterfeit ring and shows how they
can be apprehended. In addition, the
method of detecting bogus bills is
briefly described. With a good campaign, this short subject should draw
at the box-office. Running time, 21
mins.
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"Pinocchio"

Exploitation

(Walt

Competition

Shorts

Awards

Disney-RKO)

Hollywood, Jan. 29.— Unusually
stiff competition in two divisions of
short subjects awards of the Acad"Pinocchio" Opening
emy of Motion Picture Arts and
conspire to form a work which is an eminent contender for the boxTo Be Social Event
Sciences was revealed today with the
officeindustry.
honors gleaned by "Snow White," largest grosser in the history of announcement of the nominations
Exploitation for the premiere, Feb. the
made over the week-end by reviewing
at
"Pinocchio"
Disney's
Walt aims
7, of
the
Center,
to have it treated by
Comparison is inevitable, the main point to be made in that connection being that both films share equally in their quality of tenderness
A tie vote in one reel subjects classias an "event" rather than conveyed through celluloid and in their ability to make an audience, even
anewspapers
r— -ire opening.
judges. fication caused the nomination of four
Fashion writers, society editors and one expecting as much as did those present at the Hollywood press preshorts — "Busy Little Bears," Parareporters and feature writers, art and
view, oblivious to anything and everything save what they saw and
mount ;"Information Please," RKO ;
music critics among others, are being heard in the theatre.
"Profit Without Honor," M-G-M, and
invited to cover the premiere. The
"Swordfishing," Warners. Only three
Technically, the film sets as much of a precedent as did its predecessor. were
to have been nominated.
Rainbow Room will stage a Pinocchio
No wavering figures betray an imperfectly sketched or inked outline,
The same situation existed in the
costume party and dance on the opening night and music from the picture and the film itself is just as compact, as full bodied, as are its figures. cartoon division where four were
will be featured by the orchestra.
From the opening scene, with Jiminy Cricket turning the page of the
More than 200,000 chain stores book, "Pinocchio," to the ending which has him receive an 18-karat named. They are "Detouring America," Warners ; "Peace on Earth,"
across the country are selling "Pinoc- gold badge from the Blue Fairy for his work as Pinocchio's conscience, M-G-M; "The Pointer," Disney, and
chio" books, ranging in price from 10 there is a constant stream of audience delight flowing through such "The Ugly Duckling," Disney.
cents to 25 cents, and given promi- sequences as the bubble in the voices of Pinocchio and Jiminy when they
Two reelers named were "Drunk
nent counter and window display
are under water, the imaginative details of the clocks in Geppetto's work- Driving," M-G-M, "Five Times Five,"
space.
shop, where Pinocchio was born. The personalities of Monstro, the ners.
RKO, and "Sons of Liberty," Warwhale; Lampwick,. one of the bad little boys (and a mighty tough one)
Priests Invited
who is turned into a donkey on Pleasure Island ; Stromboli, the puppet tee.Final voting will be done probably
To Review "69th"
master who imprisons Pinocchio, and the Fox, J. Worthington (Honest Feb. 10 and 11 at the Academy Review Theatre by the judging commitSan Francisco, Jan. 29. — Fox John) Foulfellow, who, with the aid of Giddy, an entirely different breed
Theatre's ballyhoo for "The Fighting of cat from Figaro, twice leads Pinocchio astray.
Approximately 3,500' actors, writers,
69th," in which Pat O'Brien plays
The excellence and range of the color are no place more strikingly directors,
producers and technicians
Father Duffy, the fighting chaplain,
included a preview for 25 local priests, apparent than in the scenes on the ocean floor, when Pinocchio and today received by mail their ballots
for nominations for film achievements.
another preview for Interfaith repre- Jiminy have gone to look for Geppetto, Figaro and Cleo, who had been Nomination voting closes Feb. 7, and
swallowed
by
the
ferocious
Monstro
while
trying,
in
turn,
to
find
the
sentatives— ministers, rabbis, and
other priests, and a trailer showing at puppet. The shadings and tints of the fishes they encounter in their results will be announced Feb. 12, according to present plans.
a Northern California Irish-American search range the spectrum in a display rivaling anything the screen has
rally held here.
produced.
Such songs as "When You Wish Upon a Star" and "Give a Little Cinema Lodge Will
Gifts for Babies
Whistle" among the five created by Leigh Harline, Ned Washington
Honor Pool Feb. 8
and Paul J. Smith are of a calibre guaranteeing their place among the
Plug "Child Is Born"
Dr. David deSola Pool, rabbi of the
WatJsau, Wis., Jan. 29. — Verne most popular tunes of the day.
Spanish and Portuguese Synagogue,
Rounds, manager of the Wausau, proAiding and abetting Disney in the creation of this third cartoon fea- will be guest of honor and Dr. Charles
moted free gifts from 16 local merture to reach American theatre screens, was a staff too numerous to H. Johnson, past Grand Master of
chants in connection with an exploita- list, consisting of 65 persons receiving credits in the various fields of the Masons in the State of New York,
tion stunt for "A Child Is Born." The
gifts were presented for the first five animation and animation direction, backgrounds, art direction, music, will be principal speaker at a meetbabies born in Wausau after the start character designs, story adaption and supervision of direction. Theatre
ing Feb. 8 of the Cinema Lodge, B'nai
of the film at the theatre.
men in every section of the country bid fair to hail them all, along with B'rith, at the Edison Hotel.
Other speakers include Judge MyDisney, for the creation of characters demanding notice as among the
ron Sulzburger ; Louis Nizer, attorOriginal Costumes
greatest box-office stars of 1940, while the world will certainly recognize
ney, and Rabbi Aaron Opher of the
their artistry.
Used in "Wind" Stunt
Hebrew Tabernacle. Harold Rodner
(Continued from page 1)

Cleveland, Jan. 29. — "Gone With
the Wind" is being plugged here with
display in a downtown department
store of the original costumes worn
by Vivien Leigh and Clark Gable, including Scarlett's green sprigged muslin dress and leghorn hat and Rhett
Butler's midnight blue dress suit.
Dogs as Prizes
In "Thin Man" Plug
Collingwswood, N. J., Jan. 29. —
A letter-writing contest was staged
in conjunction with the showing of
"Another Thin Man" at the Collingswood. Asta the Second — perfect image of the canine star — will be awarded to the school boy who writes the
best letter, not to exceed 25 words,
stating "Why I Wanna Dog." Wirehaired fox-terrier will be presented at
a Saturday children's matinee.
Selection of Couples
Used for "His Wife"
Philadelphia, Jan. 29.— Elmer
Hollander, manager of the Stanton,
sought the oldest and youngest married couples in Philadelphia for a private showing of "He Married His
Wife." Selection of the couples was
stressed in newspaper ads and lobby
posters.

Running time, 85 minutes.

"G."*

*"G" denotes general classification.

Walter

Selden

of Warners is chairman of the proside.
gram. A. W. Schwalberg will pre-

Members of the Lodge will attend
a patriotic program in observance of
Wolcott Reelected
National Theatres
Washington's Birthday, sponsored by
the Council of B'nai B'rith Lodges,
Officials Convene
By I. T. O. of Iowa Feb. 25 at the Plaza Hotel. Principal
Des Moines, Jan. 29. — Leo F. Wol- speaker will be Secretary of War HarHollywood, Jan. 29. — The annual
cott has been reelected president of
ry H. Woodring. A-Mike Vogel of
meeting of executives of the National
Theatres Corp. started today at the the Allied-Independent Theatre Own- Motion Picture Herald is in charge
ers of Iowa and Nebraska.
of entertainment for the meeting.
Fox West Coast office with Spyros
W. B. Franke has been reelected
Skouras, who arrived from New York
over the week-end with his brother, vice-president and Wayne B. Dutton,
21-Week 'Harvest' Run
secretary. Directors elected to serve
Charles P. Skouras, in charge.
"Harvest," French film, will set a
Divisional chiefs Harold Fitzgerald, until Jan. 1, 1943, were: E. M. record for length of run at the World
Garbett,
Jr.,
W.
A.
Dutton
and
E.
W.
Elmer C. Rhoden, Rick Ricketson, Mason.
Theatre when it completes 21 weeks
Frank Newman and Arch M. Bowles
on Feb. 25. It will be followed by
are present. Harry Cox, A. A. Pow"The Baker's Wife" for an indefinite
ers and Edward Zabel of the New
engagement. Previous record hold at
York home office also are attending.
Hollywood,
Jan. for
29. — Warners
'Hawk' has the World was "Mayerling," which
Drop Color
20 weeks, after 26 weeks at the
abandoned
plans
for
making
"The Sea ran
Filmarte.
Zore Union President
Hawk" to star Errol Flynn and
Brenda Marshall in color. Hal
Sheboygan, Wis., Jan. 29. — TheWallis
will place the picture before
atrical Employes Local B-105 has
Ellis to Philadelphia
named new officers as follows : Frank black and white cameras Wednesday.
Jack Ellis, president of the Motion
Zore, president; Bob Bauman, vicePicture Associates, has been invited
president ; Nellie Luksis, recording
Charter Two Companies
by a group of Philadelphia salesmen
secretary ; William Kotnik, business
Albany, Jan. 29. — Chemung Thea- to attend a meeting there Feb. 17 and
agent and secretary-treasurer ; Ralph
tres, Inc., Elmira, N. Y., and Trident advise them on the organization of
Schallow, William Way and Joseph
Heitzman, board of auditors ; William Film Corp., New York, have been an association similar to the M. P. A.
incorporated, each with an authorized Its purposes would be charitable and
Heimke, Way, Zore, Kotnik and Bau- capital stock of $20,000.
social.
man, executive board.
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Formula

Drafted
Remittances

(.Continued from page 1)
upon the amount of business done in
England. The official figures cannot
be revealed, authorities assert, because they are first subject to approval of the British government.
Industry experts, however, estimate
the approximate percentages as follows : Loew's, 25 per cent ; Warner
Brothers-First National, 18 per cent;
Twentieth Century-Fox, 17.5 per
cent; Paramount, 15 per cent; United
Artists, 10 per cent; Columbia, 8 per
cent ; RKO, 6.5 per cent.
Using these percentages as a foundation, the approximate amounts to be
withdrawn by each of the foregoing
seven companies would be as follows :
Loew's, $4,370,000; Warner Brothers-First National, $3,150,000; Twentieth Century-Fox, $3,062,500; Paramount, $2,625,000; United Artists,
$1,750,000; Columbia, $1,400,000;
RKO, $1,137,500.
The amount to be withdrawn during the year ending next Nov. 1 was
computed on each company's share of
the total business done in Britain during the past two years.
Under the agreement with Britain,
the companies are permitted to withdraw up to 75 per cent of their year's
allocations in the first six months ending next May 1, and the balance during the second six months.
Money equivalent to the domestic
sales of British films which are distributed inthe United States by any
of the seven companies may be remitted or retained, whichever the distributing company chooses.
As part of the agreement, the companies have advised British authorities that they will not restrict their
exports of films to Britain and will
not raise film rentals.

Claims

Backs

Court

Defines,

FCC

Powers

Washington, Jan. 29. — Administrative rulings of the F.C.C. are not
subject to court review, the U. S.
Supreme Court declared today in an
important decision defining the commission's powers.
Decisions of the Commission may be
examined by the courts to determine
whether they comply with the Communications Act but the F.C.C. has
sole power to decide whether an application for a license is for the "public convenience, interest or necessity," the court held.
Associate Justice Frankfurter, who
wrote the opinion, directed the District of Columbia Court of Appeals
to dismiss writs of mandamus it had
issued to Paul R. Heitmeyer, applicant for a new station at Cheyenne,
Wyoming, and the Pottsville Broadcasting Co. at Pottsville, Pa. The
latter case had been before the courts
previously but had been sent back
because of an error in the interpretation of Pennsylvania law.
Philadelphia

Stars,

Radio

Total

Of 4,000 Films Seen
Denver, Jan. 29. — Claiming
to be a champ at film going,
Irene Scroggs of Pueblo, Col.,
says she has seen about 4,000
pictures since 1915, and has
a clipping about each, together with the date, to uphold her claim.

High
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Daily

Film
Woman

For

Picture

Trust

Suit Is Postponed
Philadelphia, Jan. 29. — Anti-trust
suit filed Jan. 3 by the Admiral Theatres against Warner Theatres, the
major distributors and Robert Lynch,
Retain Donovan
Firm local M-G-M branch manager, today
was postponed indefinitely.
The Admiral, suing in Federal
As Counsel for RKO
court,
seeks triple damages totaling
Donovan, Leisure, Newton & Lumbard will continue as counsel for the $225,000.
A second anti-trust action, filed
new RKO company in its defense of
more than a year ago by Harry Fried,
the Government anti-trust suits, de- suburban exhibitor, is listed for hearspite the fact that the law firm of
ing in Federal court Feb. 5.
Simpson, Thacher & Bartlett is counsel for the company.
The Donovan firm has been coun- Federal Tax Appeal
sel for Irving Trust Co., RKO trustee throughout the reorganization, but
Lost by Zasu Pitts
in addition was retained as special
Washington, Jan. 29. — Zasu Pitts
counsel for RKO in the Government today lost her effort to upset a Ciranti-trust proceedings. It will concuit Court decision validating an intinue in this capacity.
come tax deficiency of $15,395 assessed against her by the Commissioner of Internal Revenue, when the
Supreme Court rejected her appeal for
review. The case involved a contro42 Additional 'Wind9
versy over whether there had been
Engagements
Fixed a community of property between her
M-G-M yesterday set 42 engage- and her former husband, Thomas S.
Gallery.
ments for "Gone With the Wind,"
bringing the total thus far scheduled
to 249 in 230 cities.
A gross of $22,500 was reported for U. S., Columbia
Fight
the first four days of the run at the
On Trust Quiz Today
Fifth Ave. Theatre, Seattle, where
the film opened last Thursday. The
Special Assistant Attorney General
advance sale for the first two weeks Robert L. Wright will represent the
is the largest in the history of Seattle government in the argument of Colroadshows, according to the manageumbia's motion to vacate notice of examination of its officials before Fedment. A four-week run is anticipated.
In Pittsburgh, the advance sale at
eral Judge Bondy today. Wright arthe Warner was reported as $30,000
rived in New York yesterday and
when the film opened Friday night. went into immediate conference with
Seats are being sold for the third William P. Farnsworth, head of the
week in February.
New York Anti-Trust Division.

Back

Radio

President's

Birthday

Dances

The screen and radio are contributing in large measure to the President's Birthday Ball celebrations
day.
which will center in Washington toAmong film and radio personalities
who are at the Capital and will make
personal appearances at several hotels
where dances will be held are :
Kay Kyser, Gene Autry, Mickey
Rooney, Edward G. Robinson, Tyrone
Power, Annabella, Melvyn Douglas,
James
Pat O'Brien,
Mary
Martin, Cagney,
Brenda Joyce,
Ona Munson,
Bill Boyd, Connie Boswell, Edward
Everett Horton, Walter O'Keefe,
Ruth Terry, Dorothy Lamour, Gloria
Jean and Olivia de Havilland.
WNEW will dedicate its "Dance
Parade" to the Ball from 10 P. M.
to 2 A. M., with four hours of music
for persons celebrating at home. Appeals will be made on each remote
broadcast for absentee contributions
to the Birthday Ball Fund to fight infantile paralysis.

Brevities
Novel Television Show
THE Don Lee television station,
W6XAO, is preparing a novel television
withYork
the master
ceremonies show
in New
and the ofrest
of 1

the show on the Coast, where the station is located. It will be done^| ,'h i
films, of course. Harry R. LuV .^e,
director of the station, came to town
over the weekend to supervise the
shooting. Morey Amsterdam, emcee !
on Mutual's "Laff and Swing Club,"
will make the film.
NBC also experimented with making films for use as part of a television show but discontinued the practice when the Screen Actors Guild
ruled that union conditions would have

to be met.
Personalities in the News
Patrick Dolan, of the CBS publicity
department , has been named sales promotion director of Columbia Recording Corp., Edward Wallerstein, presi- i
dent, announced yesterday. He will \
make his headquarters in Bridgeport.
. . . Rock Clark, the Bridgeport Post
"The Big Town" program on which Sunday editor and radio columnist, ■
Miss Munson plays with Edward G. starts a program of Connecticut and
Robinson, will be broadcast tonight national news over WICC, Bridgefrom Washington.
port, tomorrow. He will be heard
The celebrations in eight key cities Wednesdays and Fridays at 6:45 P.
will be carried over WMCA from M. . . . Raymond Gram Swing, Mu11:15 P. M. to 12:15 A. M. The
tual's news commentator, has completed asound track of a film for the
celebration at the Waldorf-Astoria
Hotel in New York will be broadcast Children's Aid Society which will be
at the Musexmn of Modern Art
over WHN from 11:15 to midnight. shoivn
next Tuesday.
President Roosevelt will be heard
speaking from the White House.
A 'Murder' at WEVD!
WOR-Mutual and the NBC and CBS
ties.
networks likewise will cover the parMany listeners
of Gene
King's
"Midnight
Jamboree"
over WEVD
thought a murder had occurred at
the studio one night last week
when a phonograph needle jammed.
Pathe Takes
Over
King was playing a recording of
Bonnie Baker's "Oh, Johnnie, Oh."
Cinema
Laboratory
Everything went smoothly until the
needle stuck in the groove during
Hollywood, Jan. 29. — Pathe Laboratories, Inc., of California, new the final "oh ... oh ... oh!" The
affiliate of Pathe Laboratories, has switchboard was jammed before
King could remedy the damage.
completed the purchase of all the assets of Cinema Laboratories, Inc., inProgram News
cluding the plant here.
WWSW , Pittsburgh, has begun
O. Henry Briggs, Pathe president, taking Mutual commercials, having \
and ■ Robert S. Benjamin, counsel,
completed the negotiations here. The started with "Little Orphan Annie"
company now operates plants in New and "The Carters of Elm Street." ... )
new dayYork, New Jersey and here. Briggs "Littletime By
script Little
serial, House,"
is now ready
for
will remain here to supervise expanrelease by Kasper-Gordon, Inc. . . .
sion plans for the local laboratory.
Officers of the California company Joseph Sagmaster's foreign news commentary
program
over WKRC,
Cinare : Briggs, president ; T. P. Loach
cinnati,
will be
sponsored
by Fenton
and C. Merwin Travis, vice-presi- United Cleaning and Dyeing begindents, and R. E. Young, treasurer.
ning Sunday.
Directors include the officers, with the
exception of Young, and Trem Carr,
WABC in Yanks-Giants Deal
Benjamin, Arthur Miller and Russell
WABC yesterday closed a deal
H. Wilson.
for exclusive coverage of the home
baseball games of the Giants and
Yankees, with R. J. Reynolds ToBogus Census Takers
bacco Co. as sponsor. Sunday
Columbus, Jan. 29. — A warning to games and the seven night games
exhibitors to beware of impersonators of the Giants will not be broadcast.
of Federal census takers has been is- The Yankees have no night games
sued by the I.T.O. of Ohio. Mem- on their schedule.
bers have been advised to ask for
credentials and to turn impostors over
Dembow Takes Post
to the police.
Sam Dembow, Jr., yesterday took
over his new post as a Paramount j
M-G-M Team Wins
home office theatre executive.
He j
The M-G-M basketball team de- will share with Leon D. Netter the
feated United Artists by 52 to 19 at home office film buying and theatre
the Jacob Riis gymnasium.
operations duties.
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OfTrustTrial

Seen

Unlikely

Bondy Hears Columbia's
Fight Against Quiz
A delay beyond May 1 in the start
of trial of the Government's New
York anti-trust suit appears inevitable
now due to delays engendered by the
Government's failure to answer defendants' interrogatories and by its
last-minute introduction of pre-trial
examinations of officers of defendant
companies, legal observers asserted
yesterday.
If the Government agrees to answer
defendants' consolidated list of interrogatories, it will be given until
March 1 to do so. The consolidated
list has been approved by all defendants except Columbia and by New
York representatives of the Department of Justice. It still must be approved by Washington.
If the Government does not approve
the consolidated list it will have at
least seven separate sets of answers
instead of two to prepare. These
probably could not be completed until
after March 1.
In addition, the pre-trial examinations being sought by the Government
cannot be concluded before April 1,
according to their present schedule.
Attorney's here are of the opinion that
(Continued on page 6)

Long

Runs

Reshuffle

Broadway
Pictures
Continued run bookings of such pictures as "Gone With the Wind,"
"Grapes of Wrath," "The Blue Bird"
and "The Fighting 69th," has caused
a reshuffling of the old companyshowcase notion on Broadway.
Several films have been booked into
theatres other than the usual first run
outlets of the companies who have
produced those pictures.
The extended run of "Gone With
the Wind" at the Capitol, now in its
seventh week, has resulted in
M-G-M's "The Shop Around the
Corner" playing the Radio City Music
Hall. "Judge Hardy and Son," another M-G-M film which ordinarily
would play the Capitol, is in its third
week at the Criterion.
Warners' "The Fighting 69th" is
set at the Strand for three weeks and
possibly four. Another Warner picture, "Brother Rat and a Baby," is
at the Roxy for a week, although the
{Continued on page 6)
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Neely

Bill

Hearings

As

Awards

Leaders

Contest Has Big Values,
Schine, Wobber and
Goldberg Agree

All

in March

Washington, Jan. 3ft. — Tentative plans have been made by the
House Interstate Commerce Committee to hold hearings on the
Neely block booking bill in March, it was learned today.
Members of the Committee explained that since the oil and rail
hearings are scheduled in February, it will be impossible to reach
the film legislation until several weeks afterward.
Any hearings that are held, it was said, will be before the full
committee rather than a subcommittee, so that all members may
have first hand knowledge of the situation when called upon to
deal with the bill.

Quigley

CENTS

Acclaimed

Judge

Schaefer,
Debate

Entries

Myers
Neely

Bill

For Film Writers
The Quigley Awards competition
for showmanship was lauded as an incentive totheatre men to obtain maximum box-office results by speakers at
Hollywood, Jan. 30. — Pros and
a luncheon at the Hotel Astor yes- cons of the Neely bill were debated
terday in connection with the judging
presiof the sixth annual Quigley Grand by George J. Schaefer, RKO
dent, and Abram
F.
Myers,
Allied
Managers'
by the of
conducted
Awards, Table
States
chairman,
Round
Department
Motion
Picture Herald.
before 200
bers ofmemthe
More than 50 distribution and exScreen Writers
hibition executives attended the luncheon. Martin Quigley was toastmaster.
Guild and repreThe speakers were Louis W. Schine,
sentatives of vavice-president of Schine Enterprises,
rious other HollyInc. ; Herman Wobber, general manwood Hollyorganizations atthe
ager of distribution of 20th CenturyFox, and Harry Goldberg, director
wood Roosevelt
Hotel last night.
of advertising and publicity of Warner
Theatres.
Writers Guild
members will vote
In opening the luncheon program,
Quigley said :
by mail for or
"Unless great intelligence and effort is put behind the vast quantity of
during
bill
theweek
st the
film which the theatres must play, it George J. Schaefer again
to
determine
the
organization's
stand
(Continued on page 10)
on the measure.
The organization went on record
in opposition to the bill two years ago
Miami
Beach
to See when Ralph Block, then an official of
the Guild, appeared at a Senate hearing to protest its enactment.
From the nature of questions put to
'New York' Tonight
(Continued on page 6)
Mjami Beach, Jan. 30.— "Little Old
New York," 20th Century-Fox production, will have its world premiere Molly Picon Slated
at Wometco's Lincoln here tomorrow
For Play in English
night,
with kleig lights and all the
trimmings.
Marking her first appearance in an
Many industry executives, here for English language play, Molly Picon,
winter vacations, will attend the $2.20 Yiddish actress, will enact the starring
reserved seat premiere. The newly role in "Morning Star," written by
elected "mayor" of "little old New Sylvia Regan. George Kondolf, forYork," selected in a contest sponsored
merly director of the New York Fedby the Miami Daily News, will be
eral Theatre Project and prior to that
presented from the stage immediately director of the Chicago Project, will
prior to the opening. A dozen New produce the play, slated for opening
about the middle of March.
(Continued on page 2)

Set

On

For

Going

Network!

N.Y., Washington, Boston
Link Now Possible
day.
Television is ready for network
transmission, RCA announced yesterRadio relay systems which can
transmit the television signal have
been developed and are ready to be
placed in service. Officials were noncommittal on when the system would
be placed in operation. It is understood, of course, that all future innovations in the television industry
are awaiting the outcome of the
ards.
F.C.C. hearings on the fixing of standRCA engineers declared that it is
now possible to set up a radio relay
system linking New York with Washington and Boston and intermediate
cities. Similar systems could be
worked out in other sections. However, even with a limited Washington
to Boston hookup, one-sixth of
America's population would be served.
Each relay station has both receiving and transmitting devices and is
mounted on 100-foot towers. They
(Continued on page 9)
FCC
in Television
'Lab' Tour
Today
Washington, Jan. 30. — F. C. C.
officials tomorrow will leave Washington for an inspection of television laboratories towitness demonstrations of
new developments.
The group will spend Thursday in
Albany and Schenectady, seeing a
General Electric rebroadcast of New
York television, and the Poughkeepsie-Newburgh area, where RCA will
(Continued on page 9)

$20,000,000 Budget
For 48 RKO Films
Hollywood, Jan. 30. — RKO
plans to produce 48 pictures
next season, involving an expenditure of approximately
$20,000,000, George J. Schaefer, president, disclosed yesterday upon his return here
from La Quinta, where he
held production conferences
with Ned E. Depinet, vicepresident, and Harry Edington, studio executive.
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Tonight

(Continued from page 1)
York notables now here have been
nominated.
executives schedindustry
Among
uled to attend
are :
A. H. Blank, Nicholas M. Schenck,
Major Albert Warner, N. L. Nathanson, Harry Brandt, William Brandt,
E. J. Sparks, Frank Rogers, Leo Spitz
and Norman Moray.
Also Herman Robbins, George
Skouras, Ben Sherman, George
Weeks, Harry Ross, Louis Frisch,
M. B. Shanberg, Martin Mullin, Sam
Pinanski, George J. Schaefer, and
Sidney Meyer and Mitchell Wolfson,
operators of the Lincoln and the
Wometco circuits.
Others will include: Jack Dempsey,
Milton Berle, Sheila Barrett, Hildegarde, Harry Richman, Tony Martin,
Abe Lyman, Joan Abbott, Kay Kyser,
George Jessel, Alan Cross, Henry
Dunn, George E. Price, Frances Faye,
Paul and Grace Hartman, Eddie Garr,
Vilma and Buddy Ebsen and Jay
Clarke.
Carl Erbe of the field exploitation
staff, and Christy Wilbert of the home
office have been assisting Sonny Shepherd in handling the advance campaign.

Personal

►

Hollywood, Jan. 30. — At his own
request, Edward Chodorov has reBERNSTEIN, treasurer
turned to the writing ranks at M-G-M
DAVID
of Loew's,, Inc., is vacationing at after a producer berth on "Man From
St. Petersburg Fla.
•

Philip Sherman, former sales
manager for Warners Toronto exchange, has been promoted to branch
the company's Montreal
managerHeof replaces
M. J. Inman, reoffice.
signed.
•

Jack D. Marpole, National Screen
Service representative, and Mrs. Marpole are the parents of a girl, Jackborn at St. Mary's Hoslyn Alma,
pital, San Francisc•o last week.
Joseph Bern hard, Charles Sonin,
Stanton Griffis, Otto Preminger,
Louis Phillips, Morris Gest, Austin Keough and Dennis King lunch•
ing at Sardi's yesterday.

In a new trend to get "name writDakota."
ers" to script the Hardy series, M-G-M
has signed Katherine Brush to write
the forthcoming film, ninth in the
series.
"Parson of Panamint," Saturday
Evening Post story by Peter B. Kyne,
was purchased today by Paramount
as a Harry Sherman production.
Warners is asking 100 American
scientists to name subjects on scientific discoveries and advances which
might be filmed. Ten of these will
be produced.

George J. Schaefer left by plane Nashville Anti-Trust
from the Coast yesterday afternoon
for a hurried trip to New York. He Hearing
Set Friday
plans to stay only •a few days.
Louis D. Frohlich of Schwartz &
Frohlich, Columbia counsel, and John
Morris Wolf, counsel for the Warner circuit in Philadelphia, has been Caskey of Dwight, Koegel and Caskey, counsel for 20th Century-Fox,
appointed special counsel for Phila- will leave for Nashville today to atdelphia closed banks.
•
tend the hearing in U. S. District
RKO
Closes Deals
court
there Friday in the GovernEddie Sonz, salesman with Thement anti-trust suit against Crescent
atre
Poster
Supply
Co.,
Cincinnati,
With 239 Theatres
Amusement Co. and the major dishas been called to St. Louis by the tributors.
In the final week of selling prepara- illness of his father.
•
Hearing is the first to be held since
tory to the Ned Depinet billings drive,
RKO has closed deals with 17 cirthe
filing of the suit early last SumE. J. Tilton, manager of Republic
mer. Defendants will argue motions
cuits including 239 theatres. The Midwest exchange in Des Moines, is
deals practically conclude the com- in a local hospital recovering from an for bills of particulars from the Government, for a more detailed bill of
pany's major circuit selling for the appendicitis operation.
•
1939-'40 season.
complaint and will ask 40 days additional time in which to file answers
Cecil Cupp, exhibitor of Arkadelphia, Ark., has been named president
of the Arkadelphia Chamber of Com- 'Lincoln' Preview
merce.
•
Brings Out 1,500
Fred Warner, projectionist at the
An exhibitors' preview of RKO's
Paramount, New Haven, is en route "Abe
Lincoln in Illinois" attracted
1,500 persons yesterday morning to
to Florida for a month's
vacation.
•
the Hollywood Theatre on Broadway
Herman Rifkin, head of Liberty Among those present were :
Theatres Corp., Boston, has left for
Bob Wolff, RKO Radio's New York
branch manager; Max Gordon, co-producer
Miami to join his family.
•
of the film; Charles Bryant, general manager of the Walter Reade Circuit; Walter
William F. Rodgers, general sales Reade, Jr., Sam and Harold Rinzler, RandPROUD WORDS:
Circuit; Arthur Mayer and George
manager of M-G-M, is at home suf- force
Hoffman of the Rialto Theatre; Charles
fering from the grippe.
Steiner, De Luxe Circuit; Lawrence Bo•
lognino and Al Suchman, Consolidated Circuit; Abe Leff, Bronx Theatres; Morris
William Sirica of the Lido,
"I
Jacks, Mr. and Mrs. Leo Justin, Walter
Waterbury,
Conn.,
will
leave
for
HaReade Circuit; J. Thompson and Harold
FL
vana next week.
Y
Klein, Cocalis Circuit; Al Lewis and Fred
•
Schwartz, Century Circuit; David Weinstock and Emanuel Hertzig, Raybond
Mary Howard is due here today for Theatres.
Also Oscar Larger, Charles Moses and
a vacation after attending the PresiUN
dent's Ball:
Herman Pett, Moses Circuit; Mayors McIT
•
Mahon and Doerch of Montclair and Cald
ED
well. New Jersey; Otto Rettig, Ormont The
Darryl F. Zanuck has renewed itre
Distinguished overnight
Company; Mr. Smith, St. Cloud Circuit
the contract of Director Irving Cum- A. Hochberg, Associated Theater Owners of
sleeper and scenic dayMINGS;
New Jersey; Mr. Snapper, Snapper Circuit;
light flights to LOS
Maurice Spewak, Carteret Circuit: H. B
•
Stern, Stern Circuit; Bob Mapletoft; Mr
ANGELES. "The ContiCarl Rogers, assistant manager of Kridel
and family, Kridel Circuit; Doc Em
nental," leave 5:15 pm,
Loew's, Harrisburg, is vacationing mott, Newbury Circuit.
here.
and "The Overland
•
Russell Holman, Ed Saunders and
Flyer," leave 10:45 pm.
Bennie F. Zeidman is in town,
William Morris, Jr., at Nick's
Finest meals aloft. Call
Hunting Room in the Astor for lunch
stopping at the Warwick.
•
travel agents, hotels, or
yesterday.
•
Lou Weinberg of Columbia has
returned from Miami.
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur M. Loew
UNITED AIR LINES
e
left yesterday for the New Orleans
58 E. 42nd Street
Gene Buck, president of Ascap, is Mardi Gras, to be followed by a moPhone MU-2-7300
in Arizona.
tor trip to the Coast.
•
Owen Davis, Max Dreyfus, Ted
Harold Goldgraben, New York office manager
O'Shea, Sam Shain, Tom Connors, birthday
today.for M-G-M, observes a
A. P. Waxman, Max A. ■ Cohen,

Parade
The City of Flint's arrival at Baltimore and its
captain's
of
its dramatic
capture
by therecitation
Nazis and
final release features the new issues
of the newsreels, out yesterday. Reels
and their contents follow:
Flint
returns. Social
SecurityNo.checks
mailed.of
MOVIETONE
NEWS,
41— O^.1?."
Deer released in Virginia forests. Dog show
in New York. Fruit shipping industry on
Coast. Skating races. Gymnastics at An- i
napolis. Girls race on mechanical horses. ;
Lew Lehr.
NEWS OF THE DAY, No. 239 — Flint
ends voyage. President receives birthday
cake. Canada welcomes new envoy. Distribute Social Security checks. King and
Queen of movies crowned. L. I. U. vs.
Michigan State basketball. Navy gym team
in action. National Skate Championships
makes
at La debut.
Crosse. "The Angel," wrestler,
PARAMOUNT NEWS, No. 44— City of
Flint ends hectic trip. William Green
presents birthday cake to Roosevelt. Test
giant airliner. Canadian Parliament closes.
James Cromwell arrives in Canada. Blimp
rescues marooned men in Chesapeake Bay
ice jam. Speed skating championships at
La Crosse. Midshipmen in gymnastic training. "The Angel" wins wrestling bout.
RKO PATHE NEWS, No. 56-City of
Flint arrives in Baltimore. Art exhibit in
New York. Roosevelt gets birthday cake.
Winter sports carnival at St. Paul. Mail
first monthly old age pension. Navy gym
team prepares for competitions. Skating
at La Crosse.
UNIVERSAL NEWSREEL, No. 845— City
of Flint arrives in port. Test new transport plane. President gets birthday cake.
Italian art on display in New York. Dog
show in New York. U. S. envoy arrives
in Canada. Winter carnival in St. Paul.
L. I. U. vs. Michigan State basketball. Ice
skating at Bear Mountain. Navy gymnasts
in training.
Party for U.A. Stars
A cocktail party for Madeleine
Carroll and Brian Aherne will be held
tomorrow afternoon in the studio
apartment of Radio City Music Hall,
with G. S. Eyssell, Music Hall secretary, acting as host. The film players are starred in "My Son, My Son,"
the new Edward Small-United Artists
production.
A. L. Robarge Dies
Tomahawk, Wis., Jan. 30. — A. L.
Robarge, 61, retired exhibitor and
film exchange operator, died here
yesterday. Robarge was associated
with theatre business for 24 years in
Wisconsin and served on the former
state arbitration board for industry.
Survivors include his wife, a son
and a daughter.
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Review

May
Of

Swiss Family Robinson
(Play's the Thing— RKO)
And
Myers
The famous novel by Johann David Wyss of the early 19th Century
English family cast away on a Pacific .ft
island, has been brought to the
(Continued from page 1)
Myers following the debate and on screen as the first production of Gene Towne and Graham Baker's The
the basis of comments heard, a high Play's the Thing Productions.
official of the Screen Writers Guild
Wyss' novel, read by millions in earlier generations and still a notable
predicted that the vote would be volume among the classics, is the kind of film which the whole family
against the Neely bill.
can enjoy. Somewhere in the heart of every man in today's civilization
Myers, first to speak, offered three must be a desire to "get away from it all," to settle in a far-off place,
principal reasons why he believes where there is peace and contentment.
writers should support the measure.
To those men and women who have this desire the picture will have
They -"-e as follows:
a deep appeal. The selling of it may well take that as its theme, plus
"Altruistically, because there is a the origin of the story. Towne and Baker, who produced the film and
clear-cut issue of right and wrong at
the bottom of this controversy, fair- prepared the screenplay with Walter Ferris, and Edward Ludwig, who
minded persons with a knowledge of directed, have contrived to provide action and excitement in well-spaced
sequences to carry the story along rapidly.
the facts cannot remain neutral.
Thomas Mitchell, as the father, handles his role with splendid credi"Selfishly, because the legislation
will enlarge the opportunities for crebility. It is a fine portrait of the strong-willed man who rebels at the
ative work and will enable meritorious wastrel existence of the age, and makes a new life for himself and his
screen writing to
family on the island. The other players in the small cast are all excelreceive recognilent :Edna Best, the mother, and the sons, Freddie Bartholomew, Terry
tion which is de- Kilburn, Tim Holt and Baby Bobby Quillan.
nied it under the
present system.
The family, especially Miss Best, rebel at Mitchell's insistence on
"Finally, as a leaving England for the colonies. Shipwrecked, they alone survive, make
bow to the inevit- a home on the fertile island. In time they all learn the contentment of
able, since the peace and hard work. When rescue comes, only the two eldest sons
bill is part of a leave reluctantly to take their places in the world, the rest of the family
broad, general remaining.
movement toGiven an elaborate production, the film is aided by the musical arward decentralization in the inrangement based on Franz Schubert's "Quartette in A Minor," and offers
dustry that has a different and appealing item of screen merchandise for the family.
already gained
Running time, 93 minutes. "G."*
Charles S. Aaronson
such momentum
that
it cannot
*"G" denotes general classification.
Abram
F. Myers
now be arrested."
Myers contended that screen writers should find the said. "We know from experience that Truce in Television
Neely bill very attractive since it regulations once put through are
amended and again amended until the
holds out numerous benefits to them.
business is so hampered and hamJurisdiction
Fight
Sell Films on Story Content
strung byregulations and amendments
A
six-month
armistice
was
declared
The importance which the measure thereto that in many cases it is almost
yesterday
in
the
jurisdictional
dispute
would place on synopses, he argued, impossible to function without securing
between actor unions over television.
of department heads.
approved
the
"should give writers, or some of them,
"Government interference by regu- Negotiations are expected to start
new standing and dignity."
lation in the motion picture industry
"Under the Neely bill," he said,
if not fairly and hon- within a few weeks for wage stand"pictures will be sold on the basis of can ultimately,
ards as a result of the compromise.
estly considered and approved, have
story content ; writers will become
far
more
significance
to
this
industry
personalities and will be distinguished
Actors Equity, which claims exclusive jurisdiction over the new art,
from cameramen, technicians, costum- than to most any other industry."
ers and purveyors of boots and shoes
accepted terms presented by American
Assails Bill as 'Theory'
in screen acknowledgments.
Schaefer traced the development of Federation of Radio Artists and
"Moreover, successful writers will the present distribution system
Screen Actors Guild which will perattain greater prestige and their goodthe industry's
the yearsoutof its
through pointing
mit all three unions, together with
will will be of immense value to them- growth,
relation to
selves and to the companies bidding the film price system and the theatre Chorus Equity, to exercise a joint
for their services."
ticket price system. He said the bill
Schaefer reduced the Neely bill con- attacks the fundamentals of these sys- jurisdiction.
It is reported that the unions will
sideration tofour points, namely :
tems, which were the outgrowth of ex- not seek a written contract at the
perience and years of competition, and
"Shall the industry be hampered by
Government regulation? Shall we
seeks to replace them with a theory. present time. A.F.R.A. has been insisting that a contract obtained under
have Government regulation of sell"Most important of all," he said, "is the present experimental conditions
ing? Shall we have such regulation the Neely bill's attempt to impose imif it hampers production and retards
possible and uncertain price regula- might have an adverse effect on agreements which will be sought when teleand suppresses free expression? Shall
tions on distributors. The bill provision goes commercial.
hibits us from selling our product to
we have Government regulation, unintel igent ifyou please, which favors the best of our ability and, I believe,
Instead,
"bulletin of
board"
ment or ana exchange
letters,agreewill
the buyer and hobbles the producer takes away our constitutional rights
be
requested.
In
effect,
such an
and
hamstrings
the
American
system
and seller?"
agreement
wouldand"freeze"
wages free
at
Fights Government Regulation
a certain level
yet permit
of free enterprise."
Answering these questions, Schaefnegotiations at a later date.
er said that he believes it is "suffi Coolness Prevents Panic
cient unto itself to say that when you
Goldsboro, N. C, Jan. 30. — Pro- Heads Ohio Broadcasters
once permit the Government to regu
jectionist Dan Trueblood recently
Vernon H. Pribble, manager of
late this or any other business, it is prevented a possible panic when fire
ju(Ct the beginning and one never know, started in the boiler room of the Caro- WTAM, Cleveland, and the Cleveland
where it leads to. If the Government
lina here. Trueblood walked to the division of NBC, has been elected
can step in and regulate one phase of center of the stage and in a calm voice president of the Ohio Broadcasters
your business, it is but a short step to said : "Will everyone please leave the Association. Felix Hinkle, general
further regulations in other direc
building quietly." Not until after the manager of WHBC, Canton, has been
building had been emptied of its 400 named vice-president, and B. A. Mantions."
"We have all had some experience persons did the audience know the ring, of WHKC, Columbus, has been
with Government
bureaucracy," he theatre was afire.
named secretary-treasurer.
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(Continued from page 1)
final arrangements for the start of
trial cannot be completed in the single
month remaining.
^ia
A delay of any length after May r
would put off the start of trial r.nti!
next Fall because of the Federal court
recess from July until September and
the unwillingness of the court to open
an extended trial of this kind just
prior to the Summer adjournment.
An order requiring Harry Cohn,
president of Columbia, to testify in
New York in response to the government's demand would create a precedent that would give the government
the power to cause "a terrific amount
of
annoyance
harassment"
in subpoening
other and
Coast
officials, Federal
Judge Bondy was told yesterday on
Columbia's application to vacate the
government notice of examination of
Columbia officers.
Louis Frohlich, attorney for Columbia, argued that Cohn as a Coast
resident was not amenable to court
process. Special Assistant Attorney
General Robert L. Wright contended
that Cohn as an individual defendant
in the anti-trust suit could be required
to testify in New York.
Frohlich also asked for an order
vacating a notice of examination of
Jack Cohn, vice-president of Columbia,
and Abe Montague, general sales
manager, asserting that the government had failed to answer Columbia's
interrogatories.
Judge Bondy, on reserving decision,
indicated that he may not require
Cohn to travel here from the Coast.
He questioned Wright closely on the
feasibility of examining Cohn in California. The government argued
strongly
againstthat
the the
court's
suggestionof
and contended
convenience
the court and of attorneys required an
examination in New York.
During argument, Judge Bondy suggested that Judge Henry W. Goddard
who will try the suit should hear all
preliminary matters. Frohlich, however, asked the court to take this application under consideration because
of the short time before the scheduled
examinations on Feb. 5.
The government yesterday filed notice that it would apply to Judge Goddard on Feb. 6 for an order vacating
the 59 interrogatories served by Columbia. The motion followed a refusal by Columbia to grant further extensions of time to the government
to file objections.
Long Runs Reshuffle
Broadway
Pictures
(Continued from page 1)
Roxy is the 20th Century-Fox outlet.
Two 20th Century-Fox films are at
other
of Rivoli
Wrath" andis
in an theatres.
indefinite "Grapes
run at the
"The Blue Bird" is roadshowing at
the Hollywood.
In addition, Paramount's "Remember the Night" enters its third week
today at the Paramount ; "The Lion
Has Wings," United Artists film, is
at the Globe, in its second week, and
Universal's "Green Hell" is at the
Rialto.
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On

New

Art

Programs
Television

"Television should not attempt to
excel or imitate any prior art in its
.arogram material ; it must develop
R.
says Harry
technique,"
own director
}i
for the
of television
f^ubcke,
Don Lee Broadcasting System, who
is in town for a few days after attending the F.C.C. hearings in Washington.
"The present format of programs is
due to change and a new style will be
developed in the same manner that
radio introduced new entertainment
standards," he asserts. "It is the most
difficult theatrical task ever undertaken."
Programs With Variety, Pace
Lubcke believes that a video program should have variety and pace.
The Don Lee station, W6XAO, in
Los Angeles, uses a singer, a short
playlet, a dance act, and an educational film, all on one program.
There have been about 25 advertisers on W6XAO. The longest repeat program was the Automobile
Show which was telecast for nine
days. Lubcke is now experimenting
with the simultaneous telecasting of
a show which is being broadcast and
has had good results, he says.
300 Sets in Los Angeles Area
There are between 300 and 400 sets
in the Los Angeles area at the present
time but he believes that the lowering
of prices and increased dealer cooperation will greatly increase^ the
number sold within a short while.
W6XAO started operations on Dec.
23, 1931, and has been on the air ever
since. About 2,500 programs have
been aired for a total of about 5,500
hours. A total of 11,000,000 feet of
film have been telecast. Formerly, the
Don Lee station was permitted to use
major company product but now it
is restricted to commercial and educational pictures. Programs are tranrmitted daily except Sundays and holidays, for a total of nine evening hours
and three afternoon hours. Four and
three-quarter hours are devoted to live
talent shows and the remainder are
from film.
Goldwyn

Will

Film

Maugham's
Novel
Hollywood, Jan. 30. — Samuel Goldwyn today announced that he now has
three new pictures in preparation,
with the start of the adaptation of
Somerset Maugham's "Macintosh,"
which will be re-titled "Tahiti." Jon
Hall and Dorothy Lamour will be
starred.
Other Goldwyn films in preparation
are "The Little Foxes" and "Black
Gold." Arthur Tuckerman, magazine
writer and formerly press agent for
the New Zealand government, has
been hired for the adaptation of the
Maugham novel.
Ona

Munson

Honored

Ona Munson, who plays Belle Watling in "Gone With the Wind," will
be guest of honor at a press dinner at
the Hotel Towers, Brooklyn, tomor
row night before the opening of the
film at Loew's Metropolitan Theatre

Motion

Television
On

Picture

All

Network

N.Y., Washington,
Link Visioned;
Approval

Boston
FCC

Needed

(Continued from page 1)
operate automatically on 10-watt
power without attendants. The transmission distance varies according to
the terrain, but the average distance
between relay points is expected to
be 30 miles. Frequency used is 500,000 k.c.
In operation, the transmitting station sends out regular signal and is
picked up at the first relay point
where it is changed to ultra-high frequency. It is then sent from point to
point until it is received at another
television station where the frequency
is again reduced and transmitted over
the regular waveband. The signal
clarity of the re-transmitted program
is not affected, officials said.
Success After Long Experiments
RCA Communications has been experimenting with relay stations for
many years. The first television relay
was set up on an experimental basis
between New York and Camden sev°n years ago. Four years ago Philadelphia was linked to New York by
relay, but the system was found not
feasible for television, although it carried telegraph, teletype and facsimile
successfully.
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Ready
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Go
East

Close Canada's Far
Northern Theatre
Toronto, Jan. 30.— The fading out of the mining boom
at Yellowknife in the Arctic
regions has resulted in the
closing
Canada's
northerly of
theatre,
which most
was
opened there by Nat Rothstein.
The population of Yellowknife has dwindled from 1,000
to 300, the capacity of the
theatre, and Rothstein also
had trouble in keeping the
house supplied with films.

FCC
As

to Hunt

Facts

Television

Lab

Tour
Starts Today
(Continued from page 1)
show home reception of a program
from the Empire State Building.
The two following days will be
spent in New York, where NBC and
Cath-Ray Electronic Laboratories will
give demonstrations of reception and
Allen B. Dumont Laboratories will
demonstrate its flexible system of
The present system has been in op- transmission.
Next Monday the Commissioners
eration for about a year on an experimental basis between the Empire will inspect the RCA plant at Camden, to see large-screen projection,
State building transmitter and Riverhead, L. I. Relay points are at Haup- and then will go to Philadelphia for
pague, L. I., 45 miles from the Empire demonstration by Philco of polarizaState, from where it is relayed to
tion mitigation of interference.
Invited to visit the Don Lee broadRocky Point, L. I., 15 miles away, and
casting system in Los Angeles, the
from there is sent to Riverhead, another 15 miles away.
Commission was forced to decline because of the distance but designated
New Schnectady System
its
local
inspector-in-charge to view
The new system differs from other a demonstration
there.
methods of radio relay in that it
Suggestions that it might be well
makes use of frequencies many times for the Commission to see the latest
higher than those used by regular developments were made by F.C.C.
television broadcasters.
Fly during the recent hearAnother method of network tele- Chairman
ings on the proposed new television
vision is being tested in Schenectadv regulations.
where General Electric plans to pick
up the NBC signal and retransmit it
on another band.
Distribution Started
RCA officials refused to disclose
whether separate relay stations would
By Ad Accessories
Distribution of Paramount and
have to be established for each system. If this can be accomplished, it RKO ad accessories through Nawould eliminate the necessity of buildtional Screen Service's new unit. Advertising Accessories, Inc., will begin
ing new towers when another telecaster, such as CBS, wishes to start a tomorrow.
network of its own.
Accessories of Universal will be
added to the new service on Feb. 15.
Negotiations with other large disGriffis Sees Mayor
tributors are now in progress and
On Eastern Films further additions to Advertising Accessories' list depend upon their outStanton Griffis, chairman of the
board of directors of Paramount Pic come.
At the outset. Advertising Accestures, conferred at length with Mayor
sories' offices will be maintained at
La Guardia and his aide, Clendenin F.
Paramount exchanges wherever NaRyan, Jr., several days ago on Easttional Screen branches are not estabern production, reliable sources dis- lished.
closed yesterday.
The discussion centered about the
Grainger on Tour
feasibility of using Paramount's
Eastern Service Studios in Long IsJames R. Grainger, Republic presiland City for local film production,
dent, left last night by plane for
it
was
stated
by
one
of
the
Mayor's
Pittsburgh,
Cleveland and Chicago,
aides. Griffis expressed readiness to
cooperate with the Mayor in his plans, where he will preside at sales meetings. He will return Monday.
it was said.

Radio

Brevities

has
againJack
risen Benny
to top progra
place mamong
THE
commercial evening network prowith a rating of 41.4, according to grams
the report
issued yesterday by
Cooperative Analysis of Broadcasting
(Crossley) .
Bergen and McCarthy are now in
second place with a rating of 40.
Noteworthy is the fact that the latter
show dropped only two points in
changing
hour show.from a full hour to a half
Lowell Thomas has hit an all-time
high for his career with a rating
close to 20, fully 30 per cent ahead
of the commentator in second place.
Kraft Music Hall, with Bing Crosand by,,the
Music Johnny
Maids, Trotter's
leads the band
full
Bob Burns,
hour shows with 34.5, and is closely
followed by the Lux Radio Theatre.
Weather conditions are probably
the cause for the unusually high ratings some of the shows on the air
are obtaining these weeks.
Personalities in the News
"Humanizing Publicity" is the subject chosen by William Kostka, NBC
manager of the press department, for
an address before the Northeast Conference of the American College
Publicity Association at Springfield,
Mass., this weekend. . . . Bea Wain
of "The Hit Parade" lias been chosen
"The Valentine Girl of 1940" by Telegraph Delivery
Service, .national
organization of florists.
. . Melvyn
Douglas, Ann Sothern and Robert
Young will be heard in "I Met Him
in Paris" on the Gidf Oil "Screen
Guild Theatre" Sunday night. . . .
Bruno Walter will conduct the NBC
Symphony Orchestra for five concerts
beginning Saturday evening. . . . Eddie 'Green, comedian, joins "Quaker
Party" cast beginning Monday.
Telecast Uses Film Technique
Documentary
technic
used in historical films will
be employed
by
the Baltimore & Ohio R. R. tonight
for a telecast of the story of the
railroad over W2XBS at 8:30. Since
this is a commercial program, it
will be watched closely to determine whether this type of show is
an effective medium for a sponsor.
Program News
Six new members have been added
to the cast of "Manhattan Mother"
to make a total of 11 permanent members, one of the largest casts used on
daytime shows. New additions are
Ethel Owen, John Davenport Seymour, James Van Dyke, Eleanor
Phelps, John Anthony and Eric
Dressier. . . . George A. Hormell Co.
has extended its contract for an addition month for "It Happened in Hollywood" over CBS. . . . Charles
Stookey, CBS director of agricultural
programs,Journal,"
who conducts
Country
is novo
$5 prises for letters on
problems. . . . I. J. Fox

"Columbia's
offering
two
agricultural
has renewed

its participation in "Milkman's Matinee" for an additional 26 zveeks. . . .
Mary Martin and Dick Powell will
join "Good News of 1940" when it is
cut to a half-hour on March 7. Fannie Brice, Hanley Stafford and Meredith Willson's orchestra continue with
the show
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(Continued from pane 1)
is impossible for this industry to exist
and purpose.''
its present
in Present
werescope
four exhibition leaders whom Quigley described as
"friends of the Awards contest." They
were Vincent R. McFaul, president
and general manager of Buffalo Theatres, Inc. ; George Walsh, Netco
Theatres Corp., Poughkeepsie, N. Y. ;
Edward M. Fay, Providence, R. I.,
and Alex Manta, of Chicago, president
of Indiana-Illinois Theatres.
Introduced by Quigley as "a distinguished personality of American exhibition," Schine declared:
"The Managers' Round Table
plaques that we see in theatres have
significance. They are an ina great centive
to our men to do better work,
to go out and accomplish things.
Defines 'Real Exploitation'
the 'naturals.'
go after to
is easy
We"Ittrain
our tomanagers
exploit not
only the 'naturals' but the films which
present a problem. If a manager can
exploit a picture with small expense
and brin<r money to the box-office
exploitati
is realthat
thereby,
Wobberthat
recalled
he hadon."
known

Trade

Guests

Prizes
At
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Daily

Washington, Jan. 30. — Motion picture stars here for the President's
Birthday Balls today were guests of
Mr. and Mrs. Roosevelt at luncheon
at the White House, as the President
laid aside all possible duties to indulge
in quiet celebration.
More than a score of film celebrities and the wives of several stars
attended the luncheon, at which also
were Mr. and Mrs. Franklin D.
Roosevelt, Jr., G. Hall Roosevelt,
District of Columbia officials and
members of the White House staff.
Among those attending were:
Gene Autry, Mr. and Mrs. William
Boyd, Mr. and Mrs. James Cagney,
Winston Frost, Mr. and Mrs. David
Gray, Olivia De Havilland, Edward
Everett Horton, Mary Howard, Gloria
Jean, Brenda Joyce, Richmond B.
Keech, Kay Kyser, Dorothy Lamour,
Elsa Lanchester, Ona Munson, Mr.
and Mrs. Pat O'Brien, Walter
O'Keefe, Charles Pettijohn, Tyrone
Power, Mr. and Mrs. Edward G.
Robinson and Mickey Rooney.

Cashier

Saves

Gets

Cash

Toronto, Jan. 30. — Helen
Nichols,
cashier, is a Loew's
girl whotheatre
believes
in
using her eyes. She brought
about the arrest of a member of a gang which has been
victimizing merchants by
passing Mexican 20 - peso
notes, which are similar to
Canadian $20 bills.

Legion Approves
12 of IS New Films
National Legion of Decency has approved 12 of the 13 films reviewed for
the current week. Eight are classified as unobjectionable for general
patronage, four unobjectionable for
adults and one objectionable in part.
Films and their classification follow :
Class A-l, Unobjectionable for
General Patronage — ■ "Blue Bird,"
"Brother Rat and a Baby," "Hidden
Enemy," "Knights of the Range,"
"Lion Has Wings," "Little Old New
York," "Pioneer Days," "Saint's
Double Trouble." Class A-2, Unobjectionable for Adults — "Farmer's
Dannenberg
Claims
Daughter," "Honeymoon Deferred,"
G. N. Was Insolvent "I Take This Woman," "My Son is
Guilty." Class B, Objectionable in
Joseph Dannenberg, attorney for the Part — "Secret Four."
trustee of Grand National Pictures,
attempted to obtain an admission from
Earle W. Hammons, former head of Open Canadian Exchange
Toronto, Jan. 30. — E. M. Young,
G.N., during examination yesterday,
that the company had been insolvent Toronto financial man, has joined J.
during the greater part of its opera- A. Davidson, film salesman for 27
tions.
years, in the formation of a new film
Dannenberg thus sought to throw exchange, Regent Film Co., here, for
doubt on the validity of a number of tures.
the distribution of independent pictransactions between G.N., Skibo
Productions, Arcadia Pictures and
Educational Pictures. Hammons insisted that G.N. was solvent in spite
of losses of $4,500 weekly.

A-Mike Vogel, chairman of the Managers' Round Table and in charge of
the awards competition, for the last
20 years. Wobber paid tribute to
Quigley for his enterprise in sponsoring the awards.
"Showmanship needs the impetus
provided by the far-reaching results
of the Managers' Round Table and the
Quigley Awards," said Wobber.
"The need for such effort was never
Blumenstock, Warners ; Charles Casagreater than today, for I don't know nave,
Advertising Accessories, Inc. ;
of any industry that is beset by so
David Chatkin, Monarch Theatres ;
problems.''
many
Wobber
also observed that if the Jack Cohn, Columbia president ; Alresults of production and distribution
bert Deane, Paramount ; Sam Demwere carefully analyzed, it would be bow, Jr., Paramount ; Oscar A.
shown that the rewards are far from Doob, Loew's ; S. Charles Einfeld,
adequate. He said that gatherings Warners ; Lynn Farnol, United Artists ;Edward M. Fay, Fay Theatres,
such as held yesterday pointed the way
Providence
; William R. Ferguson, Mto returning the film business to "its
proper level of showmanship great- G-M ; Robert M. Gillham, Paramount ;
Harry Goldberg, Warner Theatres ;
ness."
Edward A. Golden, Monogram.
Cites Need for Showmanship
Also Leonard Goldenson, Paramount; Edmund C. Grainger, M. A.
Goldberg, a previous Grand Awards
winner, declared that each producing Shea Circuit; Monroe Greenthal,
distributing company has a problem in United Artists ; William J. Heineenergizing 8,000 or 10,000 exhibitors man, Universal ; Irving Lesser, Roxy
to extract adequate value from films. Theatre; Cliff Lewis, Paramount;
He said that there is a direct rela- Charles E. McCarthy, 20th Centurytionship between the lack of exhibitor Fox ; F. J. A. McCarthy, Universal ;
showmanship and anti-industry legis- S. Barret McCormick, RKO ; Harry
lation because, in failing to call cer- Mandel, RKO ; Alex Manta, Indianatain worthwhile pictures to the com- Illinois Theatres, Chicago ; Arthur
munity's attention, and instead, blam- Mayer, Rialto Theatre.
ing the studios for the bad performAlsoatres John
J. O'Connor,
The- ;
ance of such films, the exhibitor paves
; Louis
Pollock, RKO
Universal
Louis
W.
Schine,
Schine
Circuit
;
the way for dissatisfaction and measures such as the Neely bill.
Milton Silver, National Screen Service ;William Sussman, 20th Century"The Quigley Awards and Managers' Round Table," Goldberg con- Fox ; George G. Walsh, Netco Theatres, and Herman Wobber, 20th
cluded, "help to stimulate the enthusiasm and intelligence of the man- Century-Fox.
Others who attended the luncheon
agers, and they are. therefore, very
were Don Velde, Advertising Accesmuch worth while."
The judging of the 1939 Grand
sories, Inc. ; Hal Young, National
Awards is being completed and re- Screen Service ; and representatives
sults will be announced in this week's of Quigley Publications including
issue of Motion Picture Herald, and Colvin W. Brown, A-Mike Vogel,
in Friday's Motion Picture Daily. Sam Shain, Martin Quigley, Jr.,
Judges of the Grand Awards were: James A. Cron, Leo Brady, Gertrude
Maurice Bergman, Columbia ; Mort Merriam and Theodore J. Sullivan.

Board

British

Film

Report

London, Jan. 30. — Films Council
today adopted and sent to the president of the Board of Trade for examination and approval the report of
its committee on film legislation.
Committee members have expressed
themselves as hopeful of Government
acceptance in view of the approving
attitude of many officials, whicl?: js
seen
as foreshadowing
an agreei\^-a
Recommendations
in the
report ior .
a Film Credit Bank will necessitate
consultation with Treasury officials
and their approval. However, their
acceptance of the plan is considered
likely in informed quarters.
It is considered certain that the
president of the Board of Trade will
call the various trade groups to ascertain their views and suggestions.
Associates

to Install

Ellis, Others Feb. 20
Jack Ellis of RKO remains president for a third term of the Motion
Picture Associates, it was decided
yesterday. Ellis and other officers
who were elected Jan. 16 will be installed at a luncheon meeting at the
Hotel Astor Feb. 20.
Morris Sanders, on behalf of whom
several friends contested the election,
urged at the board meeting that the
objections be withdrawn. He said,
however, that the by-laws governing
elections should be amended to prevent ambiguity in the result. William
Stein, exhibitor, presided at the meeting. I
The recent election resulted in 62
votes for Ellis and 61 for Sanders.
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Educational

FEBRUARY

Voluntary

Trust

Philadelphia, Jan. 31. — A monopoly suit instituted more than a year
ago by Harry Fried, Philadelphia
suburban exhibitor, against Warner
; Bros, circuit and the major distribui tors, may be settled out of court this
week.
Fried said today that an amicable
settlement was in process, but that if
: attorneys on both sides cannot arrive
at an agreement by Feb. 5 he is prepared to follow through in the courts.
The case is scheduled to be heard on
that day in the U. S. District Court
! here.
Fried's charge of alleged monopoly
! is based on the clearance of pictures
to the detriment of his houses, asserting that he could not get pictures for
; his suburban theatre in Ardmore until
;30 days after the Warner Bros. Ardj more either accepted or rejected them,
and for his Seville in Bryn Mawr and
i Anthony Wayne in Wayne until seven
days after the picture played the
Suburban.
Fried further claims that he uses
(Continued on page 4)
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Philadelphia

Impartial

Review

Convenes
Today
National Board of Review of Motion Pictures will open its 16th annual
Iconference this morning at the Hotel
|Pennsylvania.
Dr. A. A. Brill, chairman, will convene the three-day meet.jing of delegates from all parts of the
( country with an address of welcome.
J "Fifty Years of Films" will be the
chief topic of discussion, with conference sessions scheduled for this morning and afternoon
and tomorrow
afternoon. The delegates will attend
a film course at New York University
this evening, and view films at the
Museum of Modern Art tomorrow
I evening.
The conference will conclude with
[the annual luncheon on Saturday, at
;;which films players will be guests.
I Saturday morning the National
l]Board's junior group, the 4-Star
iClubs, will meet. Among the stage
land screen personalities expected to
ljattend the luncheon are : Alison Skipi worth, Burgess Meredith, Harry
I Carey, Barry Fitzgerald, Van Heflin,
[Bert Lytell, Ezra Stone, Sara AllIgood, John Beal, Donald Cook, Betty
ijField, Robert Flaherty and Mr. and
Mrs. Edward G. Robinson.

Educational Pictures, Inc., filed a
voluntary petition in bankruptcy yesterday in U.S. District Court in which
it listed liabilities totalling $577,923
and assets of $352,422.
Action of the company resulted from
a recent refusal by the Securities &
Exchange Commission to extend a
loan
of $450,000 to it to continue operations.
Erpi is listed in the schedules as
the largest creditor with a claim of
$241,673 against the company secured
by a mortgage of Educational Studios, Inc., on studio property in California. Lloyd Wright, as trustee in
bankruptcy of Grand National Films,
Inc., is listed at $200,000 secured by
preferred and common stock of Grand
National Pictures.
Other large creditors itemized in
the schedules are Earle W. Hammons,
$50,000 for salary due ; Jeremiah D.
Maguire, $38,409 due on a lease ; National City Bank, $18,251 due on a
guaranty on G. N. notes, and Snider,
Duke & Landis, $12,501 for legal fees.
Educational's principal asset, estimated at $250,000, is a mortgage of
Educational Studios on studio equipment. Grand National Pictures and
Educational Studios are listed as debttors of the bankrupt for $90,021 and
$12,370, respectively.
Other assets set forth are stock held
by the bankrupt in Educational Films
of America and Educational Studios
and certain 16 mm. prints.
The petition is signed by Earle W.
Hammons as president.
Educational, one of the oldest and
(Continued on page 7)
British

Producers

Indorse

Film

Bank

London, Jan. 31. — British producers
informed the Cinematograph Exhibitors Association today that they are
in favor of the plan for a Film Credit
Bank, and that there is little likelihood of an increase in voluntary
production without financial stimulus.
British distributors, included in the
conference, declared that they have no
formal plan for fulfilling quota requirements tosubmit to the Board of
Trade. The CE.A. will meet again
with the distributors to clarify the
situation on the number of available
features.
London, Jan. 31. — Sir Kenneth
Clark, film director of the British
Ministry of Information, will meet
leading industry executives Monday
to discuss motion picture propaganda.

Sales

Record

Will Give 13-Week Report
To I A, Ask Surrender
Of 10%

Increase

10,098
Contracts Set
Paramount Mark

Having completed an audit of their
books to determine the effect of the
war on foreign revenue, the major
companies have decided to request the
Paramount's domestic sales con- I.A.T.S.E. studio crafts to surrender
tracts for the current season have
the 10 per cent wage increase granted
reached 10,098, an all-time high for to them last November.
Individual reports of the eight large
the
company, Neil Agnew, vice-presiterday.
dent and distribution head, said yescompanies, covering operations for the
13 weeks ended Dec. 1 last, were comAgnew estimated that at the curpleted
yesterday
and derent rate of sales, Paramount conliveredbytoauditors
M.P.P.D.A.
headquarters.
tracts for the entire season will numResume Negotiations Feb. 15
ber approximately 12,350.
Agnew pointed out that many of the
The reports will be forwarded at once
10,098 contracts already sold cover to Y. Frank Freeman, Paramount stusituations where the product is split
dio head and acting chairman of the
between two or more theatres under
Producers' negotiating committee.
the same management, so that the
The committee will request that the
number of theatres exhibiting the 10 per cent increase, allowed to the
company's
product ofis contracts
actually greater
after the unions threatthan the number
closed. I.A.T.S.E.
ened anation-wide strike, be rescinded
when the negotiations are resumed in
Hollywood on Feb. 15. This date was
Pictures In East
agreed uoon last November when the
majors asked for time to gather evidence supporting their joint claim that
Feasible — Griffis they could not guarantee the permanency of the wage boost.
Paramount has no definite plans at
IATSE
Fight Predicted
this time for production in the East
but believes it to be feasible, StanGenerally home office opinion seems
terday.ton Griffis, chairman of the Para- to be that the I.A.T.S.E. will not
mount executive committee, said yes- voluntarily relinquish the raise, and
will attempt to put the question to
Griffis conferred with Mayor La- arbitration in accordance with the NoGuardia during the past few days on
vember agreement.
The Feb. 15 conference may also
the general practicability of the Maydetermine the final status of 10 per
or's campaign
duction locally.to encourage film procent increases granted several months
"I see no reason why pictures ago at Atlantic City to the four other
(Continued on page 2)
should not be made in New York,"
Griffis said. "We have a modern, completely equipped studio in Astoria and
Attend
would
like
to seefor.it kept busy. That's Executives
what it's there
"Paramount may make pictures
there, but it has no definite plans to

'New

York'

Opening

so now."
said he found the Mayor's
doGriffis
Miami Beach, Jan. 31. — "Little
views
to be practical and that he evi- Old New York," 20th Century-Fox
industry.
denced a good understanding of the production, had its world premiere
The Paramount executive confirmed
reports that the company is negotiating with Rowland Brown, director and
writer, for distribution of his contemplated re-make of "Young Man
of Manhattan," which would be produced at Astoria.
Brown has said the picture would
be budgeted around $400,000 and
would have Joel McCrea and Frances
Dee for the leads.

here
tonight
at theMany
Wometco
Lincoln
Theatre.
leadingCircuit's
industry executives, vacationing at the
Southern resort, were among the
capacity first night audience.
With a fife and drum corps, fireworks and klieg lights, the premiere
had all the fanfare of the Hollywood
variety, including a' number of stage,
screen and radio celebrities. Movietone Newsreel cameramen were on
(Continued on page 7)
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Abroad By Metro
M-G-M will open the new
Metro in Cairo, Egypt, tomorrow. The house will be

Four plans to make Broadway
theatre going easier for suburban
the company's 28th theatre in
16 foreign countries. It has
WALKER, vice-president
TOM
stage audiences will be preand Eastern representative for legitimate
plans to increase its theatre
sented to Bronxville residents at a
s,
ction
leaves for the
I lal Roach Produ
properties
throughout South
meeting on Feb. 9 at the Bronxville
America.
Coast Friday to confer on forthcom- Public School.
ing Roach pictures. He will be away
These plans will be a subscription
from his desk about two weeks.
•
plan ; a deposit of $5 which would permit telephone reservations with tickets
Albert Lasker, John Golden, to be picked up at curtain time; a $5 'Sidewalks' Opens
John D. Hertz, Jr., Herman Wob- coupon book which would permit
ber, Nat Karson, Jeffrey Lynn, reservations up to 24 hours before the
Here February
14
Mary Martin, Moss Hart, Bayard performance ; or a plan for _mail or
Veiller, Madge Evans, Sidney telephone reservations with tickets to
Kingsley and Robert E. Sherwood be picked up 48 hours before the per"Sidewalks of London," the Erich
formance.
Pommer production with Charles
lunching at Sardi's • yesterday.
All telephone subscribers in Bronx- Laughton and Vivien Leigh, which
ville will receive copies of The PlayCharles E. McCarthy, Erno
acquired for American distribugoer early next week. The new pub- was tion
Rapee, Max A. Cohen, Sidney
by Paramount a year ago, is belication will describe the four plans
ing released this month to capitalize
Phillips, Ted O'Shea, Owen Davis, and contain invitations to the meeting.
Tom Connors and Ed Saunders at
on current audience interest in Miss
In addition, all Broadway shows are Leigh.
Nick's Hunting Room in the Astor listed together with notes indicating
for lunch yesterday.
The picture was withheld from rewhat tickets are available at the box•
lease during 1939 for this purpose. In
offices. Meetings will be arranged for
Bill Hebert, who has been doing Scarsdale and White Plains at later it, Miss Leigh plays the part of a
street entertainer in London who
special exploitation for Howard dates.
Dietz on "Gone With the Wind,"
Brock Pemberton, Elliott Nugent fights her way to stage stardom there,
left for Hollywood last night, his as- and Adie Williams will address the with a Hollywood career being her
signment atM-G-M having been com- meeting, and the audience will be in- ultimate objective.
pleted.
Laughton, also a street entertainer,
•
vited to present additional plans. Alwho discovered her as a vagabond and
fred
Harding,
editor
of
Equity,
preMrs. Stanley C. Jacques, wife of
pared the first issue of The Playgoer. gave her her first ethical as well as
RKO's Cincinnati branch manager, The meeting is the first step in a professional training, sinks lower as
has returned home following a six- series of moves by the American his protege abandons him on her climb
week visit with her twin sons, stu- Theatre Council, Actors Equity and to success. Eventually, they are redents at the University of Southern the League of New York Theatres to
united and she offers him a part in
California.
interest new audiences in the legiti- a new play. He fails to make good
•
mate theatre. A preliminary budget but this evidence of her gratitude
Oscar A. Doob leaves Feb. 9 for a
of
$2,500
has been set aside for this strengthens his confidence and, revacation in Garnet and Palm Springs, work.
juvenated, he returns to his old ocCalif. He will meet Arthur M.
cupation of street entertainer.
Loew at Tucson en route and they
The Rivoli had dated the picture
Greenthal Leaves
will proceed to the Coast together.
but due to the extended run of "The
•
For Coast Parley Grapes of Wrath" relinquished it to
Mr. and Mrs. Ken Clayton of
the Paramount, where it will open
Monroe Greenthal, director of ex- Feb. 14.
the Des Moines Register-Tribune are
ploitation for United Artists, left last
in the city. Clayton is motion picture
"Sidewalks of London" was reeditor and Mrs. Clayton film critic night by plane for Hollywood. Greenviewed by Motion Picture Daily in
thal will meet United Artists proof the paper.
•
ducers and their press representatives London, Aug. 10, 1938, under the title
William M. James, one of the first on plans for exploitation of the com- of "St. Martin's Lane."
exhibitors in Columbus, Ohio, has
pany's forthcoming releases, including
been elected potentate of the Aladdin "Rebecca," "My Son, My Son" and
Museum
to Exhibit
"Our Town."
Temple of Shriners.
•
'Pinocchio' Work
Dolores Del Rio is due here to- Columbia Signs Bir dwell
An exhibit displaying detailed work
Russell Birdwell and Associates
morrow from the Coast for a twoweek vacation.
Disney's
"Pinocchio,"
have
been signed by Columbia and done
which onhasWalt
its world
premiere
Feb. 7
•
Wesley Ruggles to do special publicity at the Center Theatre, will be opened
Olivia de Havilland left from
in the New York Museum of Science
Washington for the Coast yesterday work on "Too Many Husbands."
and
Industry in Radio City. The showvia TWA.
H off berg in Chicago
ing will be the most complete exhibition of Disney material ever assembled
J. H. Hoffberg Co., Inc., has es- for the
Charles Reagan, Western division
public. Animation drawings,
tablished aChicago office, under the
manager for Paramount, left for De- name of Midwest Film Exchange, story sketches, rough layouts, backtroit last night via American Airlines.
grounds, working models of clocks,
•
Inc., with Arthur Benjamin and Rob- music boxes
and various sound effects
ert Snyder in charge.
Brenda Joyce returns to the 20th
equipment will be included in the disCentury-Fox studio Sunday after a
play. Stills, photographs and text inbrief visit here.
scheduled to leave the Coast by plane
formation will highlight the showing.
•
for New York this weekend.
•
Jane Drummond, young Chicago
actress, has been given a contract with
James Cagney, now vacationing in
M-G-M as the result of a recent the East, will return to the Warner British Profits Ease
screen test.
studio on Feb. 9 to start work on his
•
Para. Quota Problem
next picture.
•
Mr. and Mrs. Zoltan Korda and
London, Jan. 31. — Profit on recent
Sabu are scheduled to arrive from
Jeffery Lynn left for Los Angeles Paramount British product has miniEurope today on the Conte di Savoia. last night on the TWA Sky Chief.
mized the quota problem for the com•
pany, David Rose, head of British
Harry Bernstein flies to Havana
John Manheimer, executive secre- production, said today. Recent results
today.
tary of the I.T.O.A., returns late this prove production here economically
•
month from a five-week vacation in successful, he declared.
Miami.
Abe Montague, Columbia general
He announced four high budget fea•
sales manager, and Rube Jackter, astures for production here: "The Adsistant sales manager, are expected in
Barney Balaban, Paramount presimirable Crichton," "The Life of Bardent,
has
arrived
in
Miami
from
Key
New York from the Coast today.
ney Barnato," "Knights of the Round
Harry Cohn, Columbia president, is West, Fla.
Table" and "What Ho."
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(Continued from page 1)

international unions which are signa- j
tories of the studio basic pact.
The increased pay was approved and
conditioned upon the ability of the
companies to pay it after suffering ad- !
verse effects of the war upon revenue
abroad. As in the case of the I.A^T. '
S.E., the four international unions. l0\\
undoubtedly insist upon arbitration if
the majors fail to convince them of ;
their
inability to continue paying the '
increase.
The audited reports cover only resuits of operations from production
and distribution, excluding theatre
earnings of companies having theatre
affiliates, since the wage increases
granted did not include theatre workers, but only studio employes.
Thus, even companies whose earnings for the three-months period under
consideration were on a par with
earnings for the corresponding period
of 1938, were found by the auditors
to be in no position to maintain the
wage increases after theatre earnings
had been deducted.
Such companies
include Loew's, Paramount, 20th Century-Fox and Warners, it is reported.
On the basis of international trade
conditions resulting from the war, particularly the "freezing" of 50 per cent
of distribution's British revenue and
the unfavorable status of foreign exchange, all producer-distributors are
held by the auditors to be in no position to make the wage increases permanent.
In some instances, it was pointed
out that the "freezing" of $1,500,000
to $4,000,000 or more of individual
company revenues in Britain would
be equivalent to, or would exceed,
total earnings of some companies from
production and distribution. In such
cases, those companies still may show
good profits as a result of theatre
earnings which, however,
have no
bearing on the ability of production
and distribution to bear the burden of
the wage increases, it was said.
Jeff C. Collins

'

I
I

j
\
I
I
|

!

!

'
i

Dies

Des Moines, Jan. 31.— Jeff C. Collins, 52, former theatre operator and
manager of theatres for the Central
States Theatre Corp. and more recently a salesman for the Republic
Midwest Des Moines exchange, died
here following a short illness.
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'Hardy'
Good
In

Philadelphia

Cities

Minneapolis, Jan. 31. — Business
improved in the Twin Cities, with
"Judge Hardy" taking $9,100 at the
State in Minneapolis. In St. Paul
the same picture took $6,400 at the
Paramount.
Estimated grosses for the week ending Jan. 25 :
Minneapolis:
"Fugitive at Large" (Col.)
"Llano Kid" (Para.)
"The Big Guy" (Univ.)
"Ail Women Have Secrets" (Para.)
ASTER— (900) (15c -25c) 8 days, split
week. Gross: $2,600. (Average, $1,500)
"The Great Victor Herbert" (Para.)
CENTURY— (1,600) (25c-40c) 7 days, 2nd
week. Gross: $4,400. (Average, $4,000)
"Dark Journey" (U. A.)
ESQUIRE— (290) (25c-40c) 7 days. Gross:
$800. (Average, $1,000)
"Dead End Kids on Dress Parade" (W. B.)
GOPHER — (990) (25c) 7 days. Gross:
$3,800. (Average, $2,500)
"Four Wives" (W. B.)
ORPHEUM — (2,900) (2Sc-40c) 7 days.
Gross: $6,500. (Average, $4,400)
"Judge Hardy and Son" (M-G-M)
STATE— (2,300) (25c-40c) 7 days. Gross:
$9,100. (Average, $4,000)
St. Paul:
"We Are Not Alone" (W. B.)
ORPHEUM — (2,000) (25c-40c) 7 days.
Gross: $2,900. (Average, $3,200)
"Judge Hardy and Son" (M-G-M)
PARAMOUNT— (2,500) (25c -40c) 7 days
Gross: $6,400. (Average, $4,400)
"Housekeeper's Daughter" (U. A.)
RIVIERA— (1,000) (25c) 7 days. Gross:
$2,850. (Average, $1,800)
"Rio" (Univ.)
"Inspector
Hornleigh on Holiday" (20thFox)
TOWER— (1,000) (25c) 8 days. Gross:
$3,300. (Average, $1,600)
"Intermezzo" (U. A.)
WORLD— (400) (25c-55c) 7 days. Gross:
$1,400. (Average, $1,000)
Cold

and

Snow

Hit

Detroit's Grosses
Detroit, Jan. 31. — Cold and snow
held grosses to average and below
average figures.
Estimated takings for the week ending Jan. 25 :
"Destry Rides Again" (Univ.)
"Oh Johnny" (Univ.)
ADAMS— (1,700) (15e-40c) 7 days. Gross:
$5,000. (Average, $5,000)
"Private Lives of Elizabeth and Essex"
(W. B.)
"Dust Be My Destiny" (W. B.)
FISHER— (2,700) (15c-55c) 7 days. Gross:
$6,500. (Average, $7,000)
"His Girl Friday" (Col.)
"The Man Who Wouldn't Talk" (2<)th-Fox)
FOX— (5,000) (20c-55c) 7 days. Gross:
$15,000. (Average, $15,000)
"Four Wives" (W. B.)
"Henry Goes Arizona" (M-G-M)
MICHIGAN— (4,000) (15c-65c) 7 days.
Gross: $11,500.
(Average, $12,000)
"The Great Victor Herbert" (Para.)
"The Shop Around the Corner" (M-G-M)
PALMS— (3,000) (15c-50c) 7 days. Gross:
$7,000. (Average, $7,000)
"Intermezzo" (U. A.)
"The Earl of Chicago" (M-G-M)
UNITED ARTISTS— (2,000) (15c-40c) 7
days. Gross: $9,000. (Average, $10,000)
Jean

Thursday, February 1, 1940

Daily

Takes

$15,500

Twin

Picture

Muir Resigns
As AGVA
Official
Jean Muir, acting executive secretary of American Guild of Variety
Artists, resigned her post yesterday.
She will leave today for the Coast
for a role in an M-G-M film.
Miss Muir declared that Kenneth
Thomson, Screen Actors Guild executive secretary, who was here for a
brief visit to inspect A.G.V.A. affairs
gave no indication whether he would
take the helm of the vaudeville union.

Critics'

Quotes

.

.

.

"THE FIGHTING 69TH" (Warners)
Warner Brothers have not made the error of glorifying war.
. . . Tells of service and courage. . . . The little scene as the 69th
leaves Camp Mills is one of the most moving bits seen recently. —
Philadelphia Ledger.
Stirring up all the latent patriotism which you might possess,
and giving you the thrills that these war pictures have a way of
doing. . . . The principals in the cast come as close to perfection
in their roles as humanly possible. — Dorothy Guinan, Philadelphia
Daily News.
Vigorous and moving. ... It is fine tribute to the distinguished
record of the unit. . . . An excellent cast has thrown its heart into
the telling. ... A tale of heroism and glorious records that will
inspire many young men. — Laura Lee, Philadelphia Bulletin.
Pays vigorous tribute to the regiment. . . . Battles are expertly
and excitingly staged. And the all-male cast is top-notch. — Mildred
Martin, Philadelphia Inquirer.
A sure-fire entertainment formula. . . . An action-filled, sometime humorous, sometimes touching war film that has all the ear
marks of a smash hit. . . . Cagney and O'Brien merit the stellar
rating. — Elsie Finn, Philadelphia Record.
"THE SHOP AROUND THE CORNER" (M-G-M)
The Lubitsch touch has never been more sure and delicate. . . .
He has fashioned a show which is at once human and amusing.
A disarming and beguiling comedy. — Howard Barnes, N. Y. Herald
Tribune.
Attractive screen merchandise. . . . All told, they (the cast) make
"The Shop Around the Corner" a pleasant place to browse in. . . .
Mr. Lubitsch must set up shop soon again. — Frank Nugent, N. Y.
Times.
Ernst Lubitsch has made a charming, romantic film comedy.
. . . It is a delightful love story about simple, unimportant people,
and it is told in such a way as to warm the cockles of the heart. —
Kate Cameron, N. Y. Daily News.
"The Shop Around the Corner" is the best picture in town. . . .
It is gay and light and beautiful and as sparkling as the foam
atop a glass of Pilsener. ... A brilliantly balanced cast turns in
one of the best performances of the season with Lubitsch at his
tops. — Lee Mortimer, N. Y. Daily Mirror.
As charming a romantic piece as the season has seen. ... A
quiet little comedy about some very nice people. . . . Provides
a great deal more laughter and drama than seems possible. . . .
A most beguiling film. — Eileen Creelman, N. Y. Sun.
One of Lubitsch's most appealing pictures. . . . Slight, perfectly
turned, thoroughly delightful and warming to the heart, it juggles
character and situation in gay sequences of holiday humor. . . .
For smooth and uninterrupted pleasure, feAv pictures can equal it. —
N. Y. Post.
Once again Ernst Lubitsch shows us what a grand entertainer
he is and once again it is not surprising to find a film of his
providing laughter and good cheer for thousands. ... A gay and
sparkling charade, which you will miss at your own risk. — William
Boehnel, N. Y. World-Telegram.
The famed Lubitsch touch is decidedly in evidence. . . . An
enjoyable picture. . . . You'll like this one. — Rose Pelswick, N. Y.
Journal and American.
"GONE WITH THE WIND" (M-G-M)
It has everything the producers claimed for it, including length.
. . . A motion picture of power, sweep, beauty — and bitterness. —
Chicago Tribune.
Mr. Selznick has apparently accomplished the job of pleasing
Margaret Mitchell's readers. ... A spectacular suceverycess.— one
Dorisof Arden, Chicago Daily Times.
Entertainment of a high order. . . . There are at least 19 places
where "Gone With the Wind" could stop and you would feel you
Bulliet, Chicago Daily
had
News.seen a picture show complete.— C. J.
The excitement of it will take your breath away. . . . The spectator is convinced he is sitting in on history. . . . The novel of
the decade has been turned into the cinema of the century. . . .
The biggest order of pure entertainment that has ever come your
way. — Chicago Herald- American.
Sonja Henie to Testify
Sonja Henie has been directed to
testify before trial on Feb. 12 on application ofDennis R. Scanlan, plaintiff in a suit for $92,000. Scanlan
claims to have placed the defendant
with 20th Century-Fox as an actress
and seeks 15 per cent of her earnings
with that company under an alleged
contract.

Heads

Metro

Club

New Haven, Jan. 31. — Metro Pep
Club has elected the following officers
for the year : Thomas Donaldson,
honorary president ; Milton Hyams,
nresident ; Mollie Smith, vice-president Ann
;
Caparossi, treasurer ; Alice
Lee, secretary, and George Weber,
chairman of the entertainment committee.

Gives
Huge

'Wind'
$63,500

Philadelphia, Jan. 31. ■— With
"Gone With the Wind" a sellout at
both the Earle with $35,500 and at
the Boyd with $28,000, Philadelphia
had its best comparative week iP01)/e
years,
bettering
Year's grosses
week by
$4,000. the 1940 Aew
Estimated takings for the week end"Of
MiceHell"
and: (Univ.)
Men" (U. A.)
ing
Jan.
26
"Green
ALDINE — (1,700) (32c-42c-57c-67c) A
adys;
3 days,
(Average,
$8,000) 2nd week. Gross: $9,000.
"Our Neighbors
The (Para.)
Carters" (Para.)
"Rulers
of the —Sea"
"Balalaika" (M-G-M)
ARCADIA— (600) (32c-42c-57c) 2 days, 2nd
run; (Average,
4 days, 3rd
run; 1 day. Gross: $2,400.
$2,600)
"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
BOYD— (2,400) (86c-$1.14-$1.71 ) 7 clays.
Gross: $28,000. (Average, $13,000)
"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
EARLE$35,500.
— (4,000)
(75c-$1.14)
Gross:
(Average,
$14,000) 7 davs.
"Brother Rat and A Baby" (W. B.)
"The Fighting 69th" (W. B.)
FOX— (3,000) (32c-42c-57c-68c) 6 days, 1
day. Gross: $15,700. (Average, $13,000)
"The Shop Around the Corner" (M-G-M)
KARLTON — (1,000) (32c -42c -57c -68c) 7
days. 2nd run. Gross: $5,700. (Average,
$3,000)
"The Hunchback of Notre Dame" (RKO)
"Brother Rat and A Baby" (W. B.)
KEITH'S — (2,200) (32c -42c -57c -68c) 6
days, 2nd run; 1 day, 2nd run. Gross:
$4,200. (Average, $3,500)
"The
Great Friday"
Victor Herbert"
(Para.)
"His Girl
(Col.)
STANLEY — (3,700) (32c-42c-57c-68c) 4
days;
3 days,
(Average,
$14,000)2nd week. Gross: $15,900.
"The Amazing(Para.)
Mr. Williams" (Col.)
"Geronimo"
STANTON— (1,700) (32c-42c-57) 1 day, 6
days. Gross: $6,800. (Average, $4,500)
Settlement

of Philly

Trust Action Looms
(Continued from pane 1)
350 features a year at his three houses
to the 180 Itshown
at Warner
Ardmore.
is expected
that Bros.'
Fried
will get a revision on clearance time
to keep the case out of court.
Irvin A. Winegrad, attorney for the
Admiral theatre, which also has a
monopoly suit pending against the
Warner circuit, the majors, and Bob
Lynch, local Metro exchange manager, seeking triple damages of
$225,000 under the anti-trust laws, today put to rest any rumors that he
court.
was effecting a settlement out of
The Admiral suit was scheduled .
for a hearing Monday in U. S. District Court here but was postponed
for undisclosed reasons, which gave
rise
to the rumors of a possible settlement.
Still pending in local Federal courts
is the decision in an appeal before the
Circuit Court of Appeals on the preliminary injunction granted the Landis
Theatre of Vineland, N. J., against
the same defendants. There is a possibility that the decision may be
handed down on Feb. 5 when the|
court reconvenes.
Three Films by Welles
Hollywood, Jan. 31. — George
Schaefer, RKO president, prior to his
departure for New York yesterday,
signed Orson Welles contract
to a producerdirector-writer-actor
for his:
third RKO picture.
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Motion

7

Daily

Attend

Educational
At

'New

Picture

Miami

Beach

Premiere
Bankruptcy

York'

Opening
(Continued from page 1)
hand to record the opening, while
Station WIOD broadcast the affair.
Mayors Everett Sewell of Miami
and John Levi of Miami Beach were
on hand to induct into "office" Abe
Lyman, as "mayor," and Joan Abbott,
as "mayoress," winners of the Miami
Daily Nezvs contest to elect Miami's
maggy of "Little Old New York."
raft 'eremony
took of
place
before
the showing
the immediately
film on the
Lincoln stage.
Other celebrities who attended included Joe E. Lewis, Alan Cross,
Henry Dunn, George E. Price, Tony
Martin, Sheila Barrett, Hildegarde,
Frances Faye, Paul and Grace Hartment, Vilma and Buddy Ebsen and
Lou Holtz.
Among the film executives present
were Louis B. Mayer, A. H. Blank,
Major Albert Warner, N. L. Nathanson, M. B. Shanberg, Sam Pinanski,
Harry Brandt, Leo Spitz, George
Weeks, Louis Frisch, Mitchell Wolfson and Robert Mochrie.
Representing 20th Century-Fox
were Harry Ballance, Southern district manager; Paul Wilson, Atlanta
branch manager; I. J. Schmertz,
Cleveland branch manager ; Christy
Wilbert and Harry Mersay of the
home office, and Roger Ferri, editor
of the company house organ, Dynamo.
Test

Case

Order

(Continued from page 1)
best known short subject producers
and distributors in the industry, has
been inactive since 1938 when a fiveyear deal for the distribution of its
subjects
Century-Fox expired
and was by
not20th
renewed.
Since that time, Educational had
been attempting to rebuild Grand National Pictures, control of which it
purchased
year.to Educational's
10
months of last
efforts
refinance itself,
and through it Grand National, collapsed last month when the Reconstruction Finance Corp. rejected its
loan application. Grand National is
now in process of liquidation.
Educational was founded by Hammons about 25 years ago and prospered for many years, developing into
a national distributing organization

In this exclusive wirephoto, Sonny Shepherd, manager of the Lincoln Theatre at Miami Beach, Fla., (at the microphone) announces the
arrival of Major Albert Warner at last night's premiere of the 20th
Century-Fox film, "Little Old New York."
Fox

Makes

Changes

In Its Foreign
Buffalo

Files

Staff

Changes effected in the 20th Century-Fox foreign department are as
follows
:
Planned on Bingo
Charles Matzen, assistant to ManBuffalo, Jan. 31. — A test case to
aging Director J. C. Bavetta of
determine the legality of Bingo will
be tried early in February in State Brazil, has been assigned to the Lima
he will eventually sucSupreme Court before Justice Wil- branchceed S.where
Chiesa as manager of Peru.
liam A. Gold, according to Gordon Chiesa will
be transferred to another
Steele, first assistant district attor- territory.
ney. The defendant will be Old
Frederick L. Thomas has been apVienna, Inc., with which former Maypointed publicity director in Great
or Frank X. Schwab is associated.
working under Managing DiAnnouncement of the test case fol- Britain, rector
Francis L. Harley. Thomas
lowed pleas of guilty by three individsucceeds
W.
Buchanan-Taylor who
uals to charges relating to lotteries
had temporarily held the post since
and the dismissal of two others.
the death a few weeks ago of Roy Simonds.
Milwaukee Bingo
E. S. Fraser, foreign department
Rehearing Sought
statistics head, has been promoted as
Milwaukee, Jan. 31. — Operators of aide to Walter J. Hutchinson, director
the Bahn Frei Hall here, restrained by of foreign distribution, and Irving
Charles W. Trampe, head of Film Maas, foreign service manager. He
Service, Inc., from renting the hall for will continue the supervision of statisBingo, will ask a rehearing on the tics.
State Supreme Court's ruling that
Bingo is a lottery.
Advances
To date, District Attorney Norris Assembly
E. Maloney, Madison, is the only disTicket Re-Sale Bill
trict attorney in the state to advise
Bingo operators he will prosecute as
Albany, Jan. 31. — N. Y. Assembly
a result of the high court's ruling. Be- today moved to third reading the
cause of Maloney's warning, church Mitchell bill transferring from the
and fraternal organizations in Madison Secretary of State to local licensing
have discontinued the game.
authorities the regulation of the re-sale
of theatre tickets. The measure would
limit to 75 cents above box-office price
the premium charged by brokers for
Mobile Bank Night
tickets.
Brings Indictment
The bill, reported out by the Judiciary Committee yesterday, is exMobile, Ala., Jan. 31. — Ricardo
pected to come up for third and final
Montiel, manager of the Saenger,
reading on Monday.
Mobile's largest house, was indicted
by the County Grand Jury on a lottery
charge in connection with operation
Elect Evans Mayor
of Montiel
the Theater's
Bank with
Night.12 other
was listed
Milford, Del., Jan. 31. — Edward S.
persons on lottery charges. Solicitor
Evans,
of Schine's Plaza
Bart Chamberlain said that the in- here, has manager
elected Mayor of Mildictments were the first he recalled ford. He been
defeated former Councilman
by a County Grand Jury in lottery Charles E. Harrington by a vote of
cases.
546 to 434.

Canada

to Censor

Political

Air

Talks

Montreal, Jan. 31. — Radio speeches
in the forthcoming national election
campaign will be subjected to a strict
but limited censorship. All political
broadcasts during the campaign will
be required to originate from the
studios with copies of the talk submitted in advance for censorship.
Speeches made at public meetings will
not be aired.
Political portions of speeches will
not be censored but they will be
scanned to prevent violations of Defense of Canada regulations. C.B.C.
is preparing standards which will be
announced shortly. These standards
are expected to follow the style used
in the recent Quebec elections. Questions of free time to the various parties
and the appointment of censors in all
large cities to prevent delay will be
settled soon.
Connecticut

Allied

Favors Neely Bill
Newtres ofHaven,
Jan. 31.—
TheaConnecticut
votedAllied
unanimous
and unqualified support of the Neely
bill at a special luncheon-meeting at
the Hotel Garde, attended by representatives of 40 independent theatres.
Frank Lydon, of Boston, regional
vice-president of Allied, Arthur K.
Howard, business agent of Independent Exhibitors, Inc., and E. Thornton
Kelly, membership campaign supervisor, were the guest speakers.

with
branches
throughout
With
the rapid
spreadtheofcountry'!
double
featuring in the early 1930s and the
consequent limitation of the market
for short subjects, Educational was
forced to disband its distribution organization and entered into the 20th
Century-Fox deal in 1933.

Kyser, 'Everything'
$37,500, Cincinnati
Cincinnati, Jan. 31. — Despite
heavy snows and sub-zero temperatures, Kay Kyser on the stage, and
"Everything Happens at Night" on
the screen, established a near-record
at the RKO Albee with $37,500 at
increased stage show prices.
"Everything Happens at Night" (ZOth-Fox)
RKO ALBEE— (3,300) (42c-65c) 7 days.
Stage: Kay Kyser and orchestra. Gross:
$37,500. (Average at 35c-42c scale, $12,000)
"The Great Victor Herbert" (Para.)
RKO PALACE — (2,700) (35c-42c) 7 days.
Gross: $10,500. (Average, $10,000)
"The Earl of Chicago" (M-G-M)
RKO
SHUBERT— (2,150)
(35c-42c) 7
days. Gross: $5,100. (Average, $10,000)
"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
RKO SHUBERT— (2,000) (75c-$l-$1.50) 7
days, 5th week.
Gross: $22,500. (Average at 35c -42c scale, $6,500)
"Gulliver's Travels" (Para.)
RKO LYRIC — (1,400) (25c-40c) 7 days,
2nd week. Gross: $4,000. (Average, $5,000)
"Nick
Master Detective"
"North Carter,
Seat Patrol"
(Alliance) (M-G-M)
RKO FAMILY— (1,000) (15c-25c) 4 days.
Gross: $1,300. (Average, $1,500)
"The Fatal Hour" (Monogram)
"The Llano Kid" (Para.)
RKO $900.
FAMILY—
(1,000)$900)
(15c-25c) 3 days.
Gross:
(Average,
"A Child Is Born" (W. B.)
KEITH'S— (1,500) (30c-40c) 7 days. Gross:
$4,200. (Average, $6,000)
Two

Photographic

Awards

to Be

Made

Hollywood, Jan. 31. — Two statuettes will be awarded in the Photography Division of the 12th annual
awards of the Academy of Motion
Picture Arts and Sciences, one for
day.
black and white and the other for
color photography, it was revealed toNominations for black and white

cinematography are "First Love,"
"Great Victor Herbert," "Gunga Din,"
"Intermezzo," "Juarez," "Lady of the
With U.A.Is Near
Tropics," "Of Mice and Men," "Only
Deal by which John Stahl may
Have Wings," "The Rains
produce a minimum of three pictures Angels
Came," "Stagecoach" and "Wuthering
for United Artists release is expected
The color division nominations are :
to be closed early next week prior to
the departure for the Coast of Maurice "Drums Along the Mohawk," "Four
Silverstone, United Artists chief ex- Feathers," "Gone With the Wind,"
Heights."
ecutive.
"The Mikado," "Elizabeth and Essex"
Silverstone conferred with Stahl and "The Wizard of Oz." All direcyesterday and subsequent conferences
tors of photography will vote to select
are scheduled to be held in a few days. one production for each of the awards.
3-Film

Stahl

Deal

8

Motion

Censors
19

Stop

Windy

City

Picture

Daily
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Radio
London

Review
Brevities

"Band
Wagon"
{General Film Distributors)
WOR to Broadcast Dodger Games
London, Jan. 15 (By Mail) — British films which exploit the appeal of
With the announcement yesterday
radio favorites are an old device. This one exploits the most popular by WOR that it would carry the
By WILLIAM CROUCH
radio show and the most popular English radio comedian, Arthur Askey games of the Dodgers under the sponChicago. Jan. 31. — The Chicago
sorship of Procter & Gamble and GenCensor Board, which is a part of the and his "Band Wagon" feature, a program which has competed with
eral Mills, the baseball situation is
Crime Prevention Bureau, reports that theatres one night a week for years.
The public who follow the Askey show will get full measure here, set for another year. CBS wi!L.''ir
19 feature pictures were rejected during 1939. The report also shows that plus a great deal more. There are songs, gags, chestnuts and sophisti- the home games of the Giantsp01';d
the board viewed 7,190,000 feet of
cated cracks at the BBC, ambitious musical ensembles, all the old catch- Yankees. Red Barber, who wonatne
film during the past year, consisting phrases and standbys, woven zealously rather than imaginatively into a Sporting News award as best baseball announcer, will handle the Dodger
of 1,626 subjects including features, mass as rich as a Christmas pudding, and, for the gourmet, as indigesshorts and newsreels. Out of this tible.
games. Broadcasting of pre-season
games will start March 8.
group, 390 cuts were made by the
The radio public — a considerable band in wartime Britain — will flock
board.
Personalities in the News
to
see the film. They will find Askey and his debonair and talented comThe total number of "adult only"
Paramount has arranged with Benpanion, "Stinker" Murdoch, doing their cross talk and singing their
or "pink ticket" permits granted was
ton & Bowles for the appearance of
44. Permits to show films, one being songs ; Jack Hylton and his Band, and even Mr. Middleton, the popular
necessary for each film, totaled 15,950. gardening commentator ; Michael Standing, outside broadcaster, and Ronald Column, Ida Lupino and Muriel Angel us in a dramatization of
During the past year the Civil two London journalists, entertainment scribes on a 2,000,000-sale daily.
Liberties League started a movement
"The
That Failed" on the "Good
They will find, too, a childish business about Nazi spies and a televi- Nczvs"Light
show over NBC-Red next
to have the present censor group
sion plot in the cellar of a castle, but if they can swallow that they will
ousted. Banning of various films, es- find it excuse enough for a television broadcast of the radio show. It Thursday at 9 P. M. . . . John Nes"Hitler-Beast
of Berlin"
bitt, producer
M-G-M's
"Passing
the cause pecially
for such
action.
To date was
no is all trivial, inconsequential stuff, but is certain of a wide public.
Parade"
shorts,ofreturns
to the
air in
a
commentator
role
later
this
month
Technical qualities are adequate with photography notably effective.
specific action has been taken by the
tinder the sponsorship of Bank of
Running time, 85 minutes. "G."*
Aubrey Flanagan America. The network, restricted to
group and the picture, retitled "Goose
Step," is still unapproved by the centhe Coast, will be selected later. . . .
sors.
*"G" denotes general classification.
John Roscborough, former chief
engineer for KRE, Berkeley, has
Negotiations are being completed
joined the staff of Photo & Sound,
for the site of the new RKO exchange.
FCC Probe Attacks
Gives
The new location will be on Wabash Providence
producers of films and transcriptions.
Ave. near 13th St.
. . . William Malo, WDRC, Hartford, commercial manager, has been
Stations' Contracts
named chairman of District 1 of the
'Friday' Big $8,000
Felix Mendelsohn, former M-G-M
Washington, Jan. 31. — Manage- N.A.B. sales manager division. . . .
branch manager, has emerged from reProvidence, Jan. 31. — "His Girl
Howard Barlow, conductor of the
ment contracts for the operation of
tirement to go into the premium busi- Fridav" and "Thou Shalt Not Kill,"
ness with Murray Ross.
dualled at the Strand, brought $8,000, broadcasting stations today were made CBS Symphony, has been signed to
the subject of a broad investigation by
and "Green Hell," doubled with "Lit- the Federal Communications Commis- an exclusive contract by Columbia Recording. .. . Don Ameche, Ida Lutle Accident," carried the RKO-Albee
sion, which announced that it would
Service Employes
to a very good $7,300.
pino, May Robson and Helen IVood
Estimated takings for the week end- hold hearings on applications for re- will be heard Monday at 9 P. M. over
Seek Reinstatement
newal of licenses of a number of comCBS in "The Young in Heart" during Jan. 23-25 :
United Theatrical and Motion Pic- "Green
Hell" (Univ.)
ing the "Lux Radio Theatre" show.
ture Service Employes Union, Local "Little Accident"
.
. . Norman Kaphan, of WHN pubInquiry
initially
will
be
directed
at
(Univ.)
Westinghouse
Stations
WBZA,
WBZ,
licity department, has been transferred
RKO-ALBEE— (2,239)
(25c-35c-50c) 7 panies.
258, has brought suit in N. Y. Supreme Court against the parent body, days. Gross: $7,300. (Average, $6,000)
KYW and KDKA, General Electric to M-G-M publicity where he will be
the United Retail and Wholesale Em- "The Shop Around the Corner" (M-G-M)
Station WGY, Cornell University's staff photographer.
"Joe(M-G-M)
and Ethel Turp Call on the President" WESG,
Loyola University Station
ployes of America, (CIO), for reinstatement as a local union in good
LOEWS STATE— (3,239) (25c-35c-50c) 7 WWL, and University of Alabama
"Chips" on Top in Radio Poll
days. Gross: $11,000. (Average, $11,000)
standing.
Station
WAPI,
for
which
renewal
apSam
Taylor, WHN screen comMarried His Wife" (ZOth-Fox)
Local 258 received written notice "He
mentator, recently completed a poll
plications are pending. Other similar
"City
of
Chance"
(20th-Fox)
last December that its charter had
MAJESTIC— (2,250) (25c-35c-50c) 7 days. stations will be designated for hear- of his listeners. From 2,000 replies,
Gross: 4,000. (Average, $7,000)
been withdrawn "due to circumstances "His Girl Friday" (Col.)
ings as their applications for contin- Taylor says, "Goodbye, Mr. Chips"
uance of license are filed.
over which we have no control."
"Thou Shalt Not Kill" (Rep.)
was first, "Wuthering Heights"
Bernard Deckoff, president of 258,
STRAND— (2,100) (25c-35c-5Gc) 7 days.
It
was
explained by the Commis- second, and "Mr. Smith Goes to
alleged that the charter had been duly Gross: $8,000. (Average, $6,000)
sion
that
the
purpose
of
the
study
is
Washington" third. Thirty-two
of the Border" (Rep.)
granted to the local and that all dues "South
FAY'S — (1,800) (25c-35c-40c) 7 days. "to determine whether broadcast li- films were named. "Gone With the
had been paid. He asserts that the Stage show with the Byrne Trio; Hickey
censees are themselves discharging the Wind" was excluded from the baland Alice; Gauthier's Steeple- rights, duties and obligations under
loting because it had not been genrevocation was "irregular and unau- Brothers
chase; King Arline, and Park and Clifford.
erally released.
their licenses or whether, on the other
thorized" because the charter could Gross: $7,000. (Average. $6,500)
be withdrawn only if the local was "Four Wives" (W. B.)
hand, such rights have been turned
Man Who Wouldn't Talk" (20th-Fox) over to and are being exercised by
Program News
found guilty on written charges. Hear- "The
CARLTON^(l,S26)
(25c-35c-50c) 7 days,
Charles H. Phillips Chemical Co. ,
ing on a motion for a temporary in- 2nd week. Gross: $2,300. (Average, $3,500) outside operating companies under sojunction will be held Monday.
"Daytime Wife" (ZOth-Fox) (3 days)
will sponsor a new show, "Amanda of
called management contracts."
"Return of Dr. X" (W. B.) (3 days)
Honeymoon
Hill,"Monday.
over 45 NBC-Blue
"Remember?" (M-G-M) (4 days)
stations
starting
It will be
"On Dress Parade" (W. B.) (4 days)
Certify WQXR
Union
heard
Mondays
through
Fridays at
EMPIRE— (2,200) (20c-30c) 2nd run. All Station Licenses
Washington, Jan. 31. ■— Radio Gross: $1,600. (Average, $1,700)
3:15 P. M. . . . Fuller Brush will
Broadcast Technicians and Engineers
Will Expire on Aug. 1 sponsor "Let's Go to Work" zmth
Union, A. F. of L., was certified today
Reveals
Washington, Jan. 31.— Regardless Herbert Hadcl over WOR starting
by the National Labor Relations Paramount
of
the expiration date of any broad- Monday. Hadcl interviews jobless
Board as collective bargaining agency
Films, Stage Shows
casting license, all permits will simul- persons with the hope that listeners
for operators, engineers and technitaneously terminate next Aug. 1, the
Film
and
stage
attractions
through
cians of the Interstate Broadcasting
employment.
will. .In-■
heard offer
Mondays
at 8:30 P.It M.
Federal Communications Commission will
Co., Inc., owner of WQXR, New Easter have been set for the Para- ordered
today.
20th Century-Fox will use spot anmount. Following a third week for
York. The certification was on the
The Commission desires to establish
nouncements for "Little Old New
basis of a secret vote held Jan. 8.
"Remember
the
Night,"
"Geronimo"
will go into the Paramount on Feb. 7. a uniform expiration date for licenses York" over WNEW until Saturday.
pave the way for the realFollowing them will be "Seventeen," in order to
location of wave lengths which will
Loses Assessment Fight
"Road to Singapore," "Dr. Cyclops." be required in the near future under
Buys 'Brooklyn Bridge'
Tallehasse, Fla., Jan. 31. — State
The "in person" attractions booked
Hollywood, Jan. 31. — "Brooklyn
Supreme Court ruled against the include Van Alexander and his band, the North American Regional broadBridge," story by Arthur Caesar, has
cast agreement.
Tampa Theatre Building, Inc., in its Matty Malneck's band, Cass Daley,
been purchased by Darryl F. Zanuck
effort to reduce the assessed valuation
Stations whose licenses expire nor- for 20th Century-Fox production.
Dorothy Lamour, Dick Stabile's band,
mally before Aug. 1 will be granted Niven Busch will write the screenof a combined theatre and office build- Tommy Dorsey's band and Glenn Milextensions to that date.
ler's band.
ing by about $200,000.
play.
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Samuel Goldwyn advised United
Artists yesterday that he would deliver his newest production, "The
Westerner,"
to the company for distribution.

Situation

in Britain

Revealed by Korda
British producers are anxious to resume production but their future is
uncertain and probably will remain
so for the duration of the war, according to Zoltan Korda, London
Films director, who arrived yesterday
on the Conte di Savoia.
Production in England is at a low
ebb, with virtually all studios occupied for emergency purposes, he said.
At Denham, Britain's largest studio,
where London Films produces, three
stages are used as sugar depots and
only two are available for camera
work. Gabriel Pascal, who releases
through United Artists, is now shooting "Major Barbara," a Bernard
Shaw play, at Denham.
Korda believes there will be only
one or two big pictures a year made
p.b" British companies, with other films
{Continued on page 4)
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Showmen

Impasse

The winners were selected earlier
this week by a corps of hand-picked
judges, including ranking executives
in distribution, advertising and circuit
operation, meeting at the Hotel Astor.
Martin Quigley and A-Mike Vogel,
chairman of the Round Table, were
hosts to the judges.
The campaigns of exhibitors who
won places in the quarterly competi(Continued on page 4)

Majors

Continuing
Trust

Case

Theatre
grosses
throughout
the en-a
tire Southern
United
States show
decline of 15 to 20 per cent for the
three-week period of the worst cold Accord on Interrogatories
wave the South has experienced in the
Balked by Government
last 25 years, according to box-office
reports just received by circuit and
distribution home offices.
A serious impasse between the Government and the major defendants in
Georgia, Florida, Alabama, Missis- the New York anti-trust suit develsippi, Louisiana and Texas theatres
felt the full force of the business loss.
oped yesterday as a result of the Government's rejection of proposed conIn individual localities, such as Atsolidated interrogatories submitted by
lanta, where a foot of snow covered the majors.
the city for days, periodic decline in
Immediately following the rejection,
attendance and grosses was as much
the Government served notice on
as 50 per cent below average.
Full effect of the business loss can- majors that it would apply to Federal
not be estimated now, as the destruc- Judge Henry W. Goddard on Feb. 6
tion of millions of dollars of fruit and for an order striking out the entire
vegetable crops will have its effect on list of interrogatories of all defendants
except United Artists.
the spending
capacity
(Continued
on of
pagethe4) Southern
The motion which predicates a long

Ray Bell, publicity director for
Loew's theatres in Washington, and
Television
Lige
manager
of Warners'
PrinceBrien,
Theatre,
Ambridge,
Pa., a
third run house, were named the winners of the Silver and Bronze Quigley
Grand Awards for 1939 in the sixth
annual competition conducted by the
Managers'
Round Table of Motion
Picture
Herald.

CENTS

15%;

In

UA

Goldwyn's communication did not
mention later productions. He has
three properties in the early stages of
preparation. They are "The Little
Foxes," "Black Gold" and "Tahiti."
The producer referred to the large
investment tied up in "The Westerner," in which Gary Cooper is starred,
and stated that release of the production could not be delayed.
He paid indirect tribute to United
Artists' defense of its releasing contract with himself by asserting that
it had prevented him from obtaining
any other distribution outlet.
After delivering "Raffles," his last
\ production, to United Artists, GoldIwyn served notice that he was terminating his contract with the company. At that time, his court action
1 to have his United Artists' contract
set aside was still pending in the
Federal court at Wilmington, Del.
Goldwyn then began negotiations
with both RKO and Paramount on
a deal for distribution of "The WestI erner," but these negotiations collapsed because of the undetermined
{Continued on page 2)

Cold
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Losses

in Doubt;
May
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'Westerner's'
Release

FEBRUARY

Impartial

History!

Relay Uses Films
Schenectady, N. Y., Feb. 1. — Television history was made here today
when members of the Federal Communications Commission saw on local
receivers a television program which
originated in the NBC studios in New
York City. It had been relayed a distance of 130 miles and then re-telecast
over General Electric's new television
station, located in the Helderberg
Mountains, 12 miles from this city.
The relayed program was a showing
of wild animal motion pictures.
Although telecast programs have
(Continued on page 8)

'Little

Old
New
York
[20TH CENTURY-FOX]

Hollywood, Feb. 1.— This massive and solidly entertaining production in the best Darryl Zanuck manner is a fine pictorial telling of the
story of Robert Fulton and his steamboat. It tells some other stories
as it goes along, all closely integrated with the Fulton trials, tribulations
and triumphs. It depicts also with a convincing impression of realism
the New York of 1807 and the state of international affairs as of then,
both with strict reference to the Fulton story.
Excellent production, writing, direction and acting combine to provide
a largely factual film in which humor, drama and suspense thrive lustily
without evident sacrifice of historical accuracy, a rare order of achievement.
Unquestionably a major share of the credit for the sheer entertainment power generated by this film version of a story which every school
child knows in essence, is due Director Henry King, whose competence
(Continued on page 2)

legal battle on all steps preliminary to
trial seeks the court order' on twelve
objections. The Government move signalled a complete breakdown of efforts of several months' duration to
reach an accord on preliminary steps
pursuant to a direction of Senior
Judge John C. Knox.
Attorneys for the majors were completely surprised by the move. Several pointed out that consolidated interrogatories had been prepared after
conferences with Government attorneys. These interrogatories had been
submitted early last week to the Government for its approval, it was stated.
Resentment against the Government
application was expressed by a number
of attorneys. Twice before the AntiTrust Division has unexpectedly
moved counter to an agreement on
(Continued on page 6)

Zanuck

Realigns

Production

Staff

Hollywood, Feb. 1. — Darryl F. Zanuck today realigned his production
forces at 20th Century-Fox by adding
three new associate producers and by
giving Sol M. Wurtzel, executive producer in charge of lower budgeted
pictures, a greater number of high
bracket films.
Zanuck signed Lucien Hubbard and
elevated Ralph Dietrich and Walter
Morosco from production assistants to
the rank of full associate producers.
Dietrich's and Morosco's first assignments intheir new capacities will
be to produce jointly Charlie Chan and
the Cisco Kid films. No assignment
has yet been set for Hubbard,

Motion
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Daily

Purely

Newsreel
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Personal

►

NATE J. BLUMBERG, Universal
president, will leave for Florida
today for a few weeks'
vacation.
•
William F. Robgers, Charles E.
McCarthy, Guy Bolton, L. C.
Friedman, William S. Hart, Moss
Hart, Monty Wooley and Ed
Saunders at Nick's Hunting Room
in the As'tor for lunch yesterday.
Arthur Willi, head of RKO's
Eastern talent department, left yesterday for the Coast to confer with
Harry Edington, production head.
Willi will stop off in Chicago en
route West.
•
Joseph Moskowitz, Eastern representative ofthe 20th Century-Fox
studio, leaves for the Coast tomorrow
for a month's stay. Mervin Ash, a
friend, will accompany him.
•
Stella Sidel, secretary to William Sussman, 20th Century-Fox
Eastern division manager, leaves today on the Mexico for a vacation in
Mexico City.
•
Joseph Lee, sales manager at the
20th Century-Fox New York exchange and Sol R. Kelsey left yesterday for a three-week vacation in
Miami.
•
Walter Immerman
and Morris
Leonard of B. & K. are here for
Paramount home office conferences.
•
Morris Epstein, manager of the
New York Republic exchange, leaves
Feb. 10 for a Miami vacation.
•
William Orr, assistant to J. Robert Rubin at M-G-M, observes a
birthday on Sunday.
•
Joan Fontaine arrives from the
Coast today to join her husband,
Brian Aherne.
•
E. C. Mills, Ascap executive, returns tonight from Louisville,
o
Roger Ferri of 20th Century-Fox
returns today from Miami.
Al Reid of the Fabian circuit leaves
for Florida today.
Warner

Friday, February 2, 1940

Executives

To Chicago Tonight
Jack L. Warner, Warner vice-president in charge of production, will attend the company's three-day sales
conference which opens tomorrow at
the Blackstone Hotel in Chicago.
Warner and S. Charles Einfeld, advertising and publicity director, will
proceed to the Coast after the meeting.
They will leave for Chicago tonight
with a home office delegation including
Gradwell L. Sears, general sales manager ;Carl Leserman, assistant general sales manager ; Mort Blumenstock, Eastern advertising and publicity director ; Division Managers
Roy Haines and Ben Kalmenson ; Arthur Sachson, Norman Moray, Mitchell Rawson and Lee Blumberg.
District and branch managers and
field exploitation men will attend the
sessions, which will concentrate on
discussing merchandising plans for
Warner nroduct.

Old

[20TH

New

York"

CENTURY-FOX]

(Continued from page 1)
in the field of historical dramatization has been demonstrated previously

Parade

Celebration of the President's birthday is prominent in the newsreel issues out yesterday. Reels and their
in such potent box-office pictures as "In Old Chicago."
Here his artistry employs a skilled interlacing of comedy, drama and contents follow.
minor disaster, liberally interspersed with fisticuffs, to bring his audience
MOVIETONE
NEWS, Finn
No. cities
42^-Birthday
for the President.
hij iy
to a state of suspense which snaps into impulsive applause when the ball
Russian guns. Earthquake in Tui „jr.
inventor proves that his engine will work. Many directors try to scale Volunteers in Norway to aid Finns. CKStTiberlain in war declaration. Allies blockade
that height, but only Henry King and one or two others succeed.
fly inFrench
EngDebtors to Director King are Alice Faye and Richard Greene for Germanyland. on
Honor sea.
war Women
chief inpilots
France.
artillery
moves
to
front.
Quadruplets
performances which dispel any doubts as to their ability. Greene por- Texas celebrate first birthday. Skiing in
in
trays Fulton as though born for the assignment, excelling all previous Boston. Aquaplane meet in Miami.
promises, and Miss Faye reveals a keen and previously unsuspected
NEWSquake in Turkey.
OF THEChamberlain
DAY, No. defies
240— EarthNazis.
comedy talent quite pointedly her own. Fred MacMurray gives a Churchill
visits France. Huge guns roar
slightly less prominent role his usual strong handling while Andy at front. Indian troops arrive in France.
Devine, Henry Stephenson, Brenda Joyce, Ward Bond and Clarence Finnish towns ruined by shell fire. President's birthday celebrated. Texas quads
Wilson take good care of other acting chores in a large cast. Dark have birthday party. Aquaplaning at Miami.
Ice
skooters
on Long Island.
skinned Ben Carter has some extremely effective comedy interludes.
PARAMOUNT NEWS, No. 45— Troops
The screenplay, ably contrived and intelligently dialogued, is by Harry endure cold at front. Hore-Belisha leaves
Tugend, taken from a story by John Balderston based on a play by Rida War Ministry. Celebrate Roosevelt's birthday. Twin controversy in New York.
Johnson Young. Raymond Griffith acted as associate producer and Skiing in New Hampshire. Bing Crosby
Baer, Galento, Joe JaAlfred Newman's music score adds tremendously to the effectiveness of golf tournament.
cobs discuss prize fighting.
the narrative.
RKO1 PATHE NEWS, No. 57— Birthday
parties for Roosevelt. Indian troops in
Running time, 100 minutes.
"G."*
Roscoe Williams
France. Fashions. Decorate British generals at front. Paper produced in Southern
cotton
mills. Golf tournament. Patrols at
*"G" denotes general classification.
front.
UNIVERSAL
NEWSREEL,
No. 846President's birthday ball. Women pilot
UA
Release Fixed
planes
in
England.
British
ship
sunk by
Fried Settles Trust
Nazis. Manufacture planes in France.
Honor generals at front. Ohio River freezes.
Official burial for fire dog. Fashions. Golden
Glove bouts in New York. Aquaplaning in
Suit at Philadelphia
'Westerner'
For
(Continued
from page 1)
Miami.
Settlement of the Harry Fried anti- legal status of his contract with
trust suit pending against Warner United Artists.
Hannock, Columbia
Bros, circuit and seven major distribuShortly thereafter, he reached a
tion companies in Federal court at preliminary agreement with Warners
Contract Head, Dies
Philadelphia was agreed upon yester- on distribution of the picture, but in
Milton
Hannock, 50, head of the
day, counsel for defendant companies the meantime the Wilmington court
contract department at the Columbia
stated.
dismissed his suit, leaving his United home office, and assistant to Rube
Although full particulars of the
settlement were not made known here, Artists contract, which has until 1945 Jackter, assistant sales manager, died
to run, in full effect.
Wednesday night in Miami after an
due to the fact that they will not be
The Warner deal was abandoned illness of nine months. Because of
presented to the Philadelphia Federal
his health, Hannock had been living
court until Monday, it was learned by the company thereafter.
Goldwyn's New York attorney, in Florida for the past two months.
that Fried will receive additional first
Max D. Steuer, is in Hollywood now.
Hannock joined Columbia about 11
run product for one of his three
years
following three years with
Whether
Goldwyn's
capitulation
is
suburban theatres and adjusted clear- complete, insofar as his future pro- Bray ago,
Productions as office manager.
ances for the others. No financial
ductions are concerned, or whether His wife and a son survive.
payment is involved in the settlement. new litigation is being contemplated,
It is understood that Fried's Ard- remains a matter of conjecture.
more theatre will obtain Paramount
Stone Ballet Conductor
The litigation over his contract is
and Columbia first run product, in ad- more than a year old, having been
Ralph Stone, former theatre organdition to the 20th Century-Fox first instituted by Goldwyn as a result of
ist in the old days on Broadway, and
run which it has already. 20th Cenmore recently conductor with Ziegfeld,
tury-Fox was the only major distribu- his dissatisfaction with the company's Shubert and other producers for
tor not made defendant in the action. method of rewarding producers with operettas
and musical shows, has been
bonuses on the basis of earnings of
In addition, Fried's Ardmore the- their individual pictures. The com- heading the conducting staff for the
Ballet at the Center Theatre.
atre will play other product 21 inpany offered to release him from his
stead of 30 days after its Warner com- contract on condition that he return
petitor in the same town, and his the- his one-fifth stock interest in United
atres in Bryn Mawr and Wayne will Artists, but Goldwyn declined.
MOTION PICTURE
immediately follow the Warner theatres there, it was reported.
Critic Nugent
May
DAILY
(Registered U. S. Patent Office)
Music Hall Party
Sign as Fox Writer Published daily except Saturday, Sunday and
Frank S. Nugent, film critic for holidays by Quigley Publishing Company
Honors Two Stars
1270 Sixth Avenue, Rockefeller Center
the New York Times, is negotiating Inc.,
New York City. Telephone Circle 7-3100
Radio City Music Hall was host
address "Quigpubco, New York." Mar
20th Century-Fox for a writer's Cable
to trade executives and press repre- with
tin Quigley, Editor-in-Chief and Publisher
sentatives at a cocktail party in the contract. It is reported that the offer Colvin
Brown, Vice-President and General
came from the studio and that Nugent
Watterson R. Rothacker, Vice
Music Hall studio apartment yester- has already asked his paper for a Manager;
President; Sam Shain, Editor; James A
day for Madeleine Carroll and Brian leave of absence.
Cron, Advertising manager; Chicago Bureau
624
South Hollywood
Michigan Avenue,
B. O'Neill
Aherne,
stars
of
"My
Son,
My
Son,''
manager;
Bureau, C.Postal
Union
new Edward Small-United Artists
Life Building, Boone Mancall, manager, WilGlory
for
Gloria!
liam R. Weaver, Editor; London Bureau, 4.
production.
Although there were more than a Golden Square, London Wl, Hope Williams,
Among those present were : Gus
Eyssell, secretary of the Music Hall ; score of elder stars present, Gloria manager, cable address "Quigpubco, London." All contents copyrighted 1940 by QuigJohn D. Hertz, Jr., Paul Lazarus, Jean, Universal's juvenile discovery,
ley Publishing Company, Inc. Other Quiglev
Arthur Kelly, Roy Chartier, Hazel received most attention of newsreels publications:
Motion Picture Herald, Better
Flvnn, Kelcey Allen, Jack Alicoate, and the press at the Washington Theatres, International Motion Picture Almanac and Fame. Entered as second class
J. J. Milstein, Tom Walker, Al Mar- President's Birthday balls. Press matter, Sept. 23, 1938, at the post office at
aolies, Lynn Farnol, Colvin Brown, arrangements were made by Lou New York, N. Y., under the act of March
Sam Shain, Tom Weining and Irene Pollock, Universal's Eastern adver- 3, 1S79. Subscription rates per year $6 in the
Thirer.
Americas and $12 foreign. Single, copies 10c.
tising and publicity manager.
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"Charles Laughton will easily clinch
his hold on American theatre-goers
through his shining performance.
Vivien Leigh's artistry easily matches
that of Laughton as well as measuring up to the standard she set for herself as 'Scarlett O'Hara'!"— Daily Variety
"Vivien Leigh shows other facets of
her amazing personality and skill.
Charles Laughton gives his best performance todate! "
— Ralph Jordan, International News Service

CHARLES
with REX

LAUGHTON

HARRISON

"A hit picture . . . literally spiked
"good audience stuff." Splendid
formances byCharles Laughton
Vivien Leigh. Audiences should

to this picture as ducks
do to water!"
— Hollywood
Reporter
"Now

we can understand why Vivien

Leigh made the 'Scarlett O'Hara' role
what it was, after watching her beautiful performance in 'Sidewalks of
— Hedda Hooper, famous movie columnist
London'!"

and Vivien

Leigh

• Screen Play by Ciemence Dane
A Pommer-Laughton

with
perand
take

"Charles Laughton and Vivien Leigh
are in top form!" — Jay Emanuel Publications
"The best performance of Charles
Laughton's career, backed up by the
fire of 'Scarlett' in Vivien Leigh's great
characterization!"
— M Kahn, United Press
"Miss Leigh evidences that peculiar
magnetism which has made her
'Scarlett' such a distinctive conquest!'
— Edwin Schallert, Los Angeles Times

,„ SIDEWALKS

• Directed by Tim Whelan

"Mayflower" Production

OF

LONDON

• Produced by ERICH POMMER

• A Paramount Release
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{Continued from page 1)
tions conducted by the Round Table,
during 1939 were eligible for the final
judging.
_ ,
Bell, the Silver Plaque winner, won
a Quarter-Master citation in the first
quarter, a Quarter- Master medal in
the second quarter and plaques in the
third and fourth quarters. He has
been a contributor to the Round Table
for four years and has been one of
its most active members. Although
he has placed high in the finals each
year, he had never won a top award.
Brien won his Bronze Plaque after
receiving Quarter-Master citations in
the first and third quarters and a
plaque in the fourth quarter. A new
member of the Round Table, this was
his first year of competition.
The two Award winners will be
taken to Hollywood this Spring as
the guests of Quigley Publications,
where they will be presented their
plaques at a luncheon to be attended
by ranking studio executives and personnel. The trip will include studio
visits and a week of entertainment.
For the first time, entries were
judged on the basis of single ideas
or promotions rather than on entire
campaigns as formerly. The entries
judged this week were of the entrants
making the best scores in the quarterly
competition during the year.
Banker

Picture

Gives

Facts

Continuing

{Continued from page 1)
area for months to come, circuit and
distribution officials pointed out.
In the Miami area alone, the estimated loss to truck gardeners was
$10,000,000. For the first time in 25
years the Florida Fruit Growers Cooperative placed an embargo on shipments of fruit from the state, due to
frozen crops. Similar conditions extended westward as far as the fruit
and vegetable areas of southern Texas
and Arizona.
Unprepared for Cold Wave
Snow and ice crippled or completely
halted transportation in virtually
every large Southern city, presenting
the greatest single handicap to theatre attendance. In smaller cities and
towns, inadequate heating facilities
closed some theatres for brief periods
and forced others to adopt curtailed
operating schedules.
The strain placed on some theatre
heating systems, which were not designed for coping with outdoor temperatures below 40 degrees, caused
boiler explosions and fires in a few
instances. Ticket booths had to be set
up indoors and smaller auditoriums
resorted to electric heaters and other
small heating units, according to some
of the reports received in New York.
Overnight drop in temperatures was
no more abrupt than the drop in boxoffice receipts, which in some large
cities, notably Atlanta and New Orleans, fell off from $3,000 on one day
to
$500
next day. with the same picture the

On $25,000 GN Loan
F. G. Holleran, vice-president of
Flock to Miami Theatres
The National City Bank, testified yesterday before Referee Peter B. 01Miami, however, benefited from the
ney, Jr. about a loan of $25,000 cold wave. Thousands who othergranted to Grand National Pictures
wise would have been at beaches, race
shortly before inception of bankruptcy
tracks or golf links, were driven inproceedings. Holleran was questioned
doors and into theatres by the cold.
on details of a mortgage given by This was true only of the Southern tip
G.N. to the bank as security for the of Florida, however. Elsewhere, inloan.
adequate heating facilities eliminated
Hollander & Bernheimer, English theatres as refuges.
solicitors, were designated by Referee
In Carolinas,
addition to southern
the "deep Virginia,
South,"
Olney yesterday to collect G. N. as- the
sets located in Great Britain. Ex- Tennessee, Arkansas and New Mexico
amination of Earle W. Hammons, were affected.
head of G. N., will continue today.

'Wind'

Circuit Deal
By Famous
Players
M-G-M has set a deal for "Gone
With the Wind" with Famous Players
Canadian Corp. of Canada. It calls
for runs of more than a week in about
30 situations. First opening in the
circuit
at Loew's, Montreal,
in
about will
threebe weeks.

Tribute

to Herbert

Daily

Stages

Prospering,

In Chicago's Loop
Chicago, Feb. 1.— Legitimate theatres are doing well with motion picture
names as the draw. The Raymond
Massey starring vehicle, "Abe Lincoln in Illinois" is selling out every
performance. Simone Simon, Mitzi
Green, Mary Brian, Stepin Fetchit
and Art Jarrett head the cast of
"Three After Three" which is doing
well at the Erlanger. "Thanks For
My Wife," with Alan Dinehart, Glenda Farrell and Lyle Talbot, is scheduled for the Selwyn, which last week
had Constance Bennett in "Easy Virtue," following John Barrymore's
sensational 33 week engagement. Clifton Webb is the only non-picture star
appearing in the Loop, he has the lead
in "The Man Who Came to Dinner."
Bill Robinson, at the Auditorium,
heads the cast of the "Hot Mikado."
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War

Throttles

British

Films,

Avers

Korda

{Continued from page 1)

produced on a small scale at budgets
which will permit recouping cost^jn
present limited markets. There is Ujj-.e
or no desire to risk large amounts
on big pictures. British opinion,
Korda added, is that the war will
last at least two years.
As a result of the situation, said
Korda, directors, acting talent, technical executives and others have
agreed to work for small salaries in
addition to a share of the profits.
Lack of technicians and the fact that
those still available are subject to immediate call prevents setting up shooting schedules. Some art directors
Van Nomikos, independent theatre
circuit operator, has taken over two have been sent to France to paint camouflage, and there is no telling when
downstate theatres in addition to his
other workers will be called up,
Chicago houses. Latest additions are Korda said.
the Webb and Orpheum in Savannah,
Zoltan Korda is a brother of Alex111., and the Antioch theatre in Anander Korda, head of London Films,
tioch, 111.
Alexander Korda plans to arrive here
John Balaban, advised to rest, is in two or three weeks for a stay of
spending much time at the Mayo abo.ut two months. He plans to make
Clinic, Rochester, Minn. He comes to a film in Hollywood, possibly "Jungle
Chicago over weekends only.
Boy," which Zoltan Korda will direct. The story is based on Rudyard Kipling's "The Jungle Book."
Review Board Hears
Sabu, London Films' Indian boy
star, also arrived on the Conte <ffi
Talks on Silent Film Savoia. He is scheduled for the lead
Addresses relative to the theme in "Jungle Boy."
Before proceeding
topic, "Fifty Years of Films," featuredterdaytheatopening
sessions yesthe Hotelday's
Pennsylvania
of
Old British House
the 16th annual conference of the NaIs Victim of War
tional
Board
of
Review
of
Motion
Pictures.
London, Jan. 16 (By Mail) —
Following the address of welcome
Victim of the war, of the
in the morning by Dr. A. A. Brill,
blackout and depleted bus
chairman of the National Board, the
delegates discussed community motion
and
tram Ipswich,
services, pioneer
Poole's
Cinema,
picture activities in various sections
British
picture
house,
and
of the country.
home of the first "talking
Discussion of the silent film in the
film" show in Britain, has
afternoon included talks by Francis
closed down. Since 1909,
Poole's has carried on, with a
Doublier, on "Travels of a Cameranine-penny top, facing the
man in the 90's" ; Robert Gessner, on
modern house with a constant
"The Story Content of Early Films" ;
succession of westerns and
Norbert Lusk, on "Dominant Personaction
dramas. Now its doors
alities of the Silent Screen" ; Elissa
are closed for good.
Landi, "An Actress and Her Work,"
and Richard Griffith, "The Art of the
Silent
Film." evening the delegates atYesterday
tended a film course at New York
University.

to Hollywood he will make personal
appearances and will go on the radio.
Korda said that London Films is

By Loew
Theatres
The 81st birthday anniversary of 'Fr
iday' at $3,900
preparing to shoot "Hunting the UVictor Herbert, composer and founder
Boat," a sequel to "The Lion Has
of Ascap, was signalized yesterday in
Wings,"
which describes the exploits
In Oklahoma
City of the Royal
Air Farce. The sea
a ceremony at his statue at 71st Street
and Central Park West. The obfilm
will
be
made
with the cooperaOklahoma City, Feb. 1. — "His
tion of the Navy. Korda confirmed
servance
was
sponsored
by
Loew
theaGirl
Friday"
at
the
State
led
here
tres.
with $3,900. The weather was dry that his brother is giving the BritPhil Regan, singer, placed a laurel and cold.
The deal was closed by T. J. Conish Government a portion of the receipts of the air picture as it was
Estimated grosses for the week endnors, M-G-M division manager, with wreath and spoke briefly of Herbert's
contribution
to
the
music
world.
N. L. Nathanson of Famous Players.
made
as
an act of patriotism without
ing
Jan.
27:
It is stipulated that advance sale of Among those attending were Miss "Balalaika" (M-G-M)
thought of profiting from the war.
CRITERION— (1,500) (25c-3Sc-40c) 5 days.
London, said Korda, is a changed
reserved seat tickets shall begin two Christie MacDonald, for whom Her- Gross:
$3,500. (Average, $4,500)
weeks before the ulaydate.
city but with gayety prevailing despite
Tower of London" (Univ.)
bert composed "Sweethearts ;" Bessie "The
the blackouts. Matinee business at
Canadian premiere of the film was Wynn, Marcella Hendricks, who ap- "Laugh It Off" (Univ.)
LIBERTY
—
(1,200)
(15c-20c-25c)
7
days.
peared in his operettas ; William Lalheld last Friday night at Loew's
film theatres is good but evening at$2,300. (Average, $2,400)
ly, a former associate; the Jamaica Gross:
Yonge St., Toronto.
tendance is still off although early
"Charlie
McCarthy,
Detective"
(Univ.)
Choral Society; Oscar A. Doob, Gene
closing
hour
MIDWEST—
(25c-35c-40c)
7 days. been removed. regulations have largely
$3,800. (1,500)
(Average,
$4,000)
Murphy and other Loew representa- Gross:
'Wind' Record at 'Frisco
tives, and representatives from Ascap. "Destry Rides Again" (Univ.)
Night clubs are thriving, and so are
PLAZA— (750) (25c-3Sc-40c, 7 days, 3rd
San Francisco, Feb. 1.— First week
Paramount's "The Great Victor week. Gross: $1,200. (Average, $1,100)
the legitimate theatres, he reported.
of "Gone With the Wind" at the Herbert" was booked into Loew thea- "His Girl Friday" (Col.)
The road has perked up for plays
Warfield here grossed a record-breakSTATE— (1,100)
(20c-25c-4Oc)
7 days. and many productions are on tour of
tres in New York beginning yester- Gross:
$3,900.
(Average,
$3,000)
ing $40,500. Tickets are on sale four
day. An 82-voice chorus sang Her- "The Housekeeper's Daughter" (U. A.)
military camps and the provinces. The
weeks in advance. The management
bert songs at the Paradise Theatre
TOWER— (1,000) (25c-35c-40c) 7 days, 2nd actors are paid £5 a week (about $20)
expects a run of at least six weeks.
week. Gross: $2,000. (Average, $1,750)
last night.
and also share in the receipts.
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Motion

'Wind'

Big

Draws

$56,500,

Leads

Boston

Boston, Feb. 1.— "Gone With the
Wind" ended its two-theatre run here
after five consecutive weeks at Loew's
State and Orpheum. The Orpheum
has continued into a sixth week, but
the State ended its run. Both theatres grossed a total $56,500 for the
fifth week. Estimated grosses for the
week ending Jan. 24:
"The Phantom Strikes" (Mono.) 4 days
"Married Love" (RKO) 4 days
"Tropic Fury" (Universal) 4 days
"Vivacious Lady" (Columbia) 4 days
KEITH
BOSTON— (3,200) (25c-35c-40c).
Gross: $12,000. (Average, $8,500)
"Swanee River" (20th-Fox)
"Flying Deuces" (RKO)
KEITH MEMORIAL— (2,907) (25c-35c-40c55c)
500) 7 days. Gross: $21,000. (Average, $14,"A Child Is Born" (W. B.)
"City of Chance" (ZOth-Fox)
FENWAY — (1,382) (25c -35c -40c -55c) 7
days. Gross, $5,000. (Average, $4,500)
"A Child Is Born" (W. B.)
"City of Chance" (ZOth-Fox)
PARAMOUNT— (1,797) (25c-35c-40c-55c) 7
days. Gross. $7,500. (Average, $7,000)
"Remember the Night" (Para.)
"Barricade" (ZOth-Fox)
METROPOLITAN — (4,332) (25c-35c-40c55c) 7 days. Gross: $16,000. (Average, $14,500)
"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
LOEW'S
ORPHEUM—
$1.50)
7 davs,
5th week. (2,900)
Gross:(75c-$1.10$32,000.
(Average, $14,500)
"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
LOEW'S
STATE—
(3,000)
(75c-$1.10-$1.50)
7 days,
5th week.
Gross:
$24,500.
(Average,
$11,000)
"The Great Victor Herbert" (Para.)
"Eternally Yours" (U. A.)
SCOLLAY— (2.500) (25c-35c-4Oc-50c) 7
days. Gross. $5,300. (Average, $4,000)

U.S.

Film

Sharp

Picture

Exports

Slump

Washington, Feb. 1.— American
exports for 1939 show a decrease of
27,600,000 linear feet in positive and
negative sound motion picture film, as
compared with 1938, accdrding to
compilations made by Nathan D.
Golden, Chief of the Motion Picture
Division of the Bureau of Foreign
and Domestic Commerce of the Department of Commerce.
This is a decrease of 14.7 per cent
during 1939. A total of 160,582,315
linear feet of entertainment films, with
a declared value of $3,400,657, was
exported during all of 1939 as compared with 188,237,129 linear feet,
valued at $4,268,818. Valuation figures should not be confused with film
remittances. Valuation is based upon
raw stock film costs.
Brazil replaced the United Kingdom
as the largest consumer of American
films in point of footage during 1939,
importing 14,119,038 linear feet of
positive and negative film with a value
of $268,065, compared with 13,078,753
linear feet, valued at $255,953, in 1938.
Argentina follows closely with 13,588,743 feet of American film with a value
of $227,433 for the 12 months of 1939
as compared with 14,307,290 feet,
valued at $242,263, during 1938.
Mexico, as in 1938, remains in third
position. During 1939, 8,785,001
linear feet of film valued at $245,252
were exported to Mexico, as compared with 9,091,383 feet, valued at
$265,884, during 1938.
United Kingdom's imports of posi-
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Suffer

During

1939

tive and negative motion pictures from
the United States during 1939 show
more than a 50 per cent decrease
which reflects itself primarily in positive imports since negative imports
show an increase. During 1939,
6,692,205 linear feet of positive film
were exported to the United Kingdom
with a value of $149,838, as compared
with 14,359,042 feet valued at $380,040
during 1939. Negative film for 1939
increased by 500,000 feet, there being
shipped 1,923,884 feet of negative film
valued at $71,108 as compared with
1,407,974 feet valued at $54,892 for
the year 1938.
The British West Indies remains
in fifth position. During 1939 6,641,000 feet of American films, valued at
$11,054 were taken as compared with
7,582,128 feet valued at $17,404 in
1938.
Exports of sensitized not exposed
35 mm. positive film for the year 1939
totaled 110,135,120 linear feet, valued
at $941,817, as compared with 132,573,556 feet valued at $1,238,184 for
1938. Unexposed negative film exports of 35 mm. totaled 48,835,467
linear feet, valued at $1,281,579, compared with 41,034,667 linear feet
valued at $1,086,493 for 1938. American exports of sensitized not exposed
positive film of less than one inch
amounted to 11,199,579 linear feet,
valued at $109,309 during 1939, and
sensitized not exposed negative films
of the same size amounted to 36,730,467 linear feet valued at $891,040.
All types of motion picture equipment exports show a marked decline
during 1939, according to Golden.
During the 12 months of 1939, 155
motion picture cameras of 35 mm.
gauge were exported with a value of
$65,163, as compared with 197 35 mm.
cameras valued at $108,445 for the
year 1938. Projector exports of 35
mm. gauge during 1939 totaled 1,121
with a value of $367,256, as against
1,070 standard gauge projectors,
valued at $382,729 during 1938.
Recording sound equipment exports
for the year 1939 amounted to $217,060 as compared with $283,139 in
1938. Sound reproducing equipment
exports for 1939 were valued at
$936,236 as against $1,340,438 in 1938.

Michigan

Exhibitors

Explain Neely Stand
Detroit, Feb. 1.— Members of Cooperative Theatres of Michigan, buying and booking organization representing 100 independent exhibitors, are
opposed to the Neely bill because it
would bring no benefit and, if passed,
would jeopardize their investments.
A statement to this effect was issued here today by the board of directors, who earlier this week went
on record as opposed to the Neely
bill.
The directors suggest a Federal law
which would make it mandatory that
all disputes over contractual matters,
overbuying, clearance and others be
submitted to a local arbitration board.
It urges that the industry take steps
to set up such machinery.

U.S.

Impasse

With
In

Majors

Trust

Case

(Continued from page 1)
preliminary steps, attorneys charged.
The Federal anti-trust division, attorneys claimed, backed down o{ \M
promise
to the
prosecute
trust suitsnotuntil
major local
action ar~Ihad
been decided. Attorneys also contend
that the Government cracked down
on the majors in asking for. oral examinations oftop officials.
Government officials yesterday refused to comment on the significance
of its application. It was intimated
that the majors had gone farther in
their requests for information as to
witnesses and details of the charges
than the Government had anticipated.
The twelve objections raised by the
Government are identical to those interposed against Columbia. Claim is
made that the interrogatories are too
numerous and burdensome to answer.
The motion also states that they are
immaterial and call for expressions of
opinion and statements of the Government's contentions rather than facts.
In addition, the Government contends that they are too broad in
scope and by their nature would
limit the Government's evidence. Some
of the interrogatories ask for hearsay
evidence and all of them violate the
Federal Rules, the notice concludes.
United Artists has already reached
an agreement with the Government on
interrogatories and is not affected by
the move. Universal has never interposed interrogatories in the suit but
plans to do so in the near future.
Buffalo's

Blizzard

Damages

Grosses

Feb. tied
1.— Buffalo's
10dayBuffalo,
blizzard which
up traffic and
kept theatre-goers close to the fireside seriously damaged grosses.
Estimated takings for the week endJan. 27 : His Wife" (ZOth-Fox)
"He ingMarried
BUFFALO— (3,000) (30c-35c-55c) 7 days.
Paul Whiteman and band on stage. Gross:
$13,600. (Average, $12,000)
"The Earl of Chicago" (M-G-M)
"Emergency Squad" (Para.)
GREAT$5,200.
LAKES—
(3,000)$7,500)
(30c-50c) 5 days.
Gross:
(Average,
"Congo Maisie" (M-G-M)
"Bad Little Angel" (M-G-M)
HIPPODROME—
(2,500)$6,800)
(25c-35c) 7 days.
Gross:
$6,100. (Average,
"A Child Is Born" (W. B.)
"Smashing the Money Ring" (W. B.)
TWENTIETH
CENTURY— (3,500) (25c35c) 7 days. Gross: $7,300. (Average, $6,800)
"Goose Step" (Prod. Dist.)
"Two Bright Boys" (Univ.)
LAFAYETTE
— (3,300) $6,300)
(25c-35c) 7 days.
Gross:
$5,800. (Average,
Leads Monogram Drive
At the end of the first week of
the Monogram Playdate Drive, the
Charlotte exchange is in first place,
according to general sales manager
Edward A. Golden. New Orleans is
second and Oklahoma City third.
The drive ends March 30.
Closes with Alliance
W. Lee Norris, head of the Norris
Distributing Co., Kansas City, has
signed with Alliance Films for the
distribution
in that
of the
latter's
12 features a«d
twocity
short
subjects.

WORLD-WIDE

SUPREMACY

NINE

in

out

the

made

the

of the

Film
on

Ten

Daily's

Eastman

Best

land, and both

evidence

of

this

of

Best

1939

were

on

critics'

poll

made

in

Eastman —

Distributors,

Y.

of

Eng-

striking

recognition

Eastman

N.

were

Two

were

excellence.

chosen

Films.

world-wide

Rochester,

Inc.,

Pictures

Negative

Pictures

the

film's

Company,

tour,

Ten

Kodak

(J. E.

Fort

Brula-

Lee,

Chi-

cago, Hollywood.)

NINE
ON

OF

THE

EASTMAN

"TEN

BEST"

NEGATIVE

8

Motion

Radio

Television

Relay

of 130

Hails
Miles

(Continued from page 1)
been received at the Helderberg relay
station before in tests, today was the
first time such programs were rebroadcast for the entertainment of persons in the area served by the local
station. Both image and voice were
considered excellent by members of
the Commission, equally as good as
programs originating in the local
studio.
So far as known, this is the first
time a television program has actually
been rebroadcast over any such distance and from a point 7,000 feet below the line of sight.
Members of the Commission who
viewed the program were Chairman
James Lawrence Fly, Commissioners
Paul A. Walker and Thad H. Brown,
CBC Programs Up 45%
and Secretary T. J. Slowie. With
During 1939, the Canadian Broad- them were Dr. L. P. Wheeler, W. H.
casting Corp. presented 18,810 pro- Bauer and G. O. Gillingham of their
grams, occupying 7,000 hours, the an- staff.
nual CBC report reveals. The total
Among those in the General Electric
represents an increase of 43 per cent
group
accompanying the commissionin the number of hours and 45 per
ers on their inspection of the G. E.
cent in the number of programs. The television facilities were Dr. W. R.
net operating surplus voas $357,454
manager of radio and telefrom a gross income of $3,311,440 G. Baker,
vision; Chester H. Lang, manager of
derived from receiving set licenses and radio and advertising; Dr. E. F. W.
sale of time to sponsors.
Alexanderson, radio expert and scientist; C. A. Priest, chief transmitter
engineer, and W. J. Purcell, engineer
Best CBS Month
of broadcasting Station WGY.
CBS started 1940 with the
With today's visit by the Commission, G. E. announced the completion
best month in its history.
of its new television relay station, loGross billings for January
cated one and one-half miles from the
were $3,588,989, a rise of 34.2
main transmitter atop the Helderberg
per cent over the same
Mountains. By the use of the new
month last year when $2,674,relaying equipment, television broad057 was grossed. January's
casts from New York City will bebillings were 1.7 per cent
come available to capital district resiahead of December, when
the billings were $3,529,154.
within range of the company's
StationdentsW2XB.
$1,000,000 in BM Licenses
than $1,000,000 in license
MORE
fees collected by Broadcast Music,
Inc., will be made available to BM
next Wednesday when the board of
directors is expected to announce that
the new company is officially in business. The funds are now held in
trust.
Under the terms of the contracts,
the licensing arrangement becomes effective April 1. Blanket licenses for
stations have been adopted because
Ascap uses that type of agreement,
but BM prefers separate licenses for
each musical composition and will
eventually get around to it, according
to Sidney M. Kaye, its counsel.

Personalities in the News
John F. Royal, NBC vice-president
in charge of programs, returned from
the Coast yesterday after making a
survey of programs while there. . . .
Edward R. Murrow, chief European
correspondent for CBS, is confined to
a London hospital with influenza. . . .
Jules Bundgus, of the Benton &
Bowles publicity staff, has been transferred to the Hollywood office.

3 WOR

IS
WOK

happy

to

Salesmen

Hit $1,000,000 Mark
One million dollars' worth of radio
time was sold by three WOR salesmen during 1939, it was announced
yesterday by Eugene S. Thomas,
sales manager, who disclosed that
time sales were 15 per cent ahead of
last year.
The $1,000,000 mark, after discounts for local time, was achieved
by Theodore W. Herbert, Otis P.
Williams and Robert A. Catherwood.
The only other WOR salesman to hit
the $1,000,000 mark is George A.
Schmidt who did it in 1938.

Radio Editors Quiz McNutt
Radio editors and commentators had
an opportunity to question Paul V.
McNutt at a cocktail party at the
Hotel Lexington yesterday. The McNutt-for-President Campaign Committee invited the newsmen in, and and Norton Cotterill, World Broadthe boys fired the questions.
casting vice-president.
Propaganda and Television Studied
Analysis of propaganda on the air
and the technic of television programming will be new features introduced
into the radio broadcasting course at
the College of the City of New York
when the second semester starts Feb
13.
Guest lecturers scheduled to appear
include Victor Ratner, CBS director
of sales promotion; Davidson Taylor,
CBS assistant to the vice-president in
charge of broadcasts; J. Harrison
Hartley, assistant director of NBC
special events; J. R. Poppele, WOR
chief engineer ; Edward Padula, director in the NBC television department ;
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History!

Schenectady
Brevities

Picture

Gets NBC Trade Press Post
Jack Miles, who has been with the
NBC press department for six years,
was named trade press editor for the
network yesterday.
Mutual Programs on FM
When WOR opens its new frequency modulation station next month,
the FM station will ase Mutual programs instead of WOR's. The effect
of this method will be to provide a
check-up on audiences. A number of
Mutual programs are not carried by
WOR and any audience reactions to
such shows will be directly attributable to the FM outlet.

the news
network

that 26 of America's
advertisers

used

plement their network

Greater-New

York

WOR

greatest
to sup-

broadcasts

in

during the year 1939'

* This is an increase of 37%

over 1938 and

an increase of 116% over 1935. Incidentally,
some sponsors used more than one WOR
show to supplement their network broadcasts.
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Foreign

Films

Suffering
Loss

in

25%
Gross

War Raises U. S. Dislike
For Alien Product
Grosses on foreign films in this
country are off from 25 to 30 per
cent, due to a decreasing interest by
Americans in this type of product,
according to distributors of foreign
pictures.
About 175 theatres in the United
States show foreign films on a fulltime or part-time basis. Distributors
say that the European war has had
the effect of making Americans more
patriotic, and that the "buy Amerifilm enhas spread' tothere
can" movementtertainment.
has
Furthermore,
been no consistently good foreign
months, acproduct in the last few
cording to the sales offices.
A few foreign film houses have
turned to American films, and more
are expected to do so as the lack of
films from abroad makes itself felt.
So far, according to the distributors, there has been no dearth of product as the films currently being released were made a year ago.
About 25 French pictures which
were started before the outbreak of
war are awaiting completion or editing. Five or six of these are believed
{Continued on page 6)
Amkino
Market

Dissolves;

YORK,

L

U.S.A., MONDAY,

Loew's 12-Weeks'
Profit— $1,393,456
Loew's net profit for the 12
weeks ended Nov. 23 last,
after subsidiaries' preferred
dividends, was $1,393,456 as
compared with $2,979,943 the
previous year.
Earnings per share on preferred was $10.19, and 71 cents
per average share on the common. These figures are subject to the year-end audit.

FEBRUARY

TEN

ON

TODAY

Government
Bondy Denies Columbia's
Plea; U. S. to Examine
Other Trade Chiefs

Examination of Columbia's top executives by Government attorneys in
connection with the New York antitrust suit will begin today with Harry
Warners
Welcome
Colin, president, scheduled to be the
first to be questioned.
Outside Producers
Federal Judge Bondy on Friday
denied Columbia's motion to vacate
the Government's notice of examinaAs New
Precedent
tion in respect to Jack Colin, viceChicago, Feb. 4. — Warners are president, and Abe Montague, general sales manager. The court said
open to negotiations with leading out- it understood Harry Colin was on
side producers, said Jack L. Warner, his way to New York and said that
vice-president in charge of produc- in that case he should submit to extion, in commenting here on the reamination here. Otherwise, the court
leasing deal recently closed with Frank held, the Government should examCapra and Robert Riskin. This is a
ine Cohn in California.
departure for the company.
The decision has possibilities of es"Other outstanding producers will
tablishing aprecedent for the examifind it to their advantage to use the
nations of other companies' West
channels of Warner Bros, for produc- Coast executives, or such of them as
be spared from their work
tion, the thoroughness of our distribu- cannot
there.
tion and our merchandiisng skill in
presenting their pictures to the pubAttorneys for most companies indicated, however, that they would not
lic," said Warner.
"This, however, means no slacken- oppose amine
the executives,
Government's
plan to did,
exas Columbia
ing in pace of our own producing organization which is definitely commit- and preferred to have the examinations take place here, rather than to
ted to negatives ranging in cost from
disrupt their legal staffs at this time
$350,000 to $2,500,000."
delegations
of attorneys
to
on page
5)
Warner {Continued
is attending
the 5)company's by sending(Continued
on page

End

Television

Fight;

and

Majors

End Dispute on Trust
Suit Interrogatories
A new agreement on the consolidated interrogatories of major company defendants in the Government's
New York anti-trust suit was reached
with Department of Justice representatives during weekend negotiations.
Under the agreement, defendant
companies will revise their consolidated list of queries to meet the objections which the Government raised
against the original list last Thursday.
This involves the elimination of a
few questions and the modification or
alteration of a number of others.
When the indicated work has been
completed the list will be submitted
again to Department of Justice officials and, if accepted the Government will have until March 1 to prepare its answers. If the new list of
interrogatories is rejected, the issue will be argued before Judge
Henry W. Goddard tomorrow.
Regardless of the outcome, United
Artists is assured of receiving answers to its separate list of interrogatories, as this has been promised it
already by the Government. However,
if the new consolidated list from the
other defendants is accepted by the •
Department
of Justice
for 5)
answering,
(Continued
on page

Arguments
Unions

CENTS

QUERIES;

QUIZ

Shattered

Amkino Corp., Russian film distributor, is liquidating and will close its
offices within the next few days.
Drop in popularity of Russian films
since the war with Finland has drastically reduced the company's revenue.
Decision to discontinue was made
by the company's board of directors
Friday, presumably on orders from the
central film committee in Moscow,
under which Amkino has been operating.
Amkino has been in business 13
years as the distributor of Soviet film
in North and South America. It has
also acted as purchasing agent for
pictures, raw stock and equipment for
the Russian film industry.
Dimitri Vassilieff, who has been
president of Amkino, returned to Russia last month after a stay of about
two years in New York. Nicola Napoli, treasurer and manager, jaid no
decision has been made regarding films
on hand and that he has no plans
for the future.

Impartial

5, 1940

AGREE

COHN

Y

In

Close

Nashville

Case

Nashville, Tenn., Feb. 4. — A battery of counsel yesterday closed argument in U. S. District Court in an
effort
to have the government file a
4-A 's
Threatens
Split
Major
bill of particulars and clarify a bill
A serious split among the branches
Contracts'settling
the television
jur- of Associated Actors and Artistes of of complaint charging the Crescent
isdictional dispute between
the three
Amusement Co. and others, with viobranches of the Associated Actors and America loomed over the weekend
lating the Sherman anti-trust act.
Motions are now before the court
Artistes of America were signed over with threats of secession being made
in which counsel for the amusement
the weekend and negotiations with the by the Screen Actors Guild.
networks are due to start within 10
Emily Holt, American Federation of company, (Continued
its affiliated
on pageor 5) controlled
Radio Artists, and her assistant,
days.
Control for a temporary period of George Heller, rushed to the Coast by
six months is vested in a five-man plane to attend an S. A. G. board Hebert to Exploit
board. Actors Equity, Screen Actors meeting tonight. Paul Dullzell, executive secretary of Actors Equity,
Guild, American Federation of Radio
was
due
to accompany Mrs. Holt and
Fleischer's Next
Artists and Chorus Equity will desig- Heller but
Miami, Feb. 4. — William Hebert,
was forced to cancel his
nate one member each and these four
former advertising and publicity diwill select a fifth. Addition of a trip at the last moment.
rector for Selznick-International, has
Although the secession threat is not
Chorus Equity member was designed
been signed to handle special exploilikely
to
be
consummated,
it
reflects
to equalize the balance of power betation on the next Fleischer Studio
tween Equity and S. A. G. and the grave nature of the present dis- feature length cartoon.
A. F. R. A.
pute. S. A. G. is incensed over the
The deal was set by Robert GillMembers of any 4-A union will be delay in forming "one big union" and ham,
Paramount
of the
affairs
of the
(Continuedadvertising
on page 5) and pubeligible to work in television. The the handling
(Continued
on
page
5)
(Continued on page 5)
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Purely

New

York

Firm

Review
Bankruptcy

Personal

►

JAMES R. GRAINGER, Republic
president,
returns
today from
sales meetings in the Midwest.
•
Lloyd Lind, manager of the conat Monogram's
home
office, tract
anddepartment
Mrs. Lind
are the parents
of a girl, Nancy Lorinda, six pounds
and 12 ounces, born Thursday night at
the Harkness Pavillion, Medical Center.
•
Morris Wolf, counsel for the
Warner Bros, circuit in Philadelphia,
has been appointed a member of the
advisory committee of the United
Charities Campaign in Philadelphia.
•
George P. Aarons for the 22nd time
has been reelected secretary-counsel
for the United Motion Picture Theatre Owners of Eastern Pennsylvania,
Southern New Jersey and Delaware.
•
Mr. and Mrs. Aaron Fishman of
the Community, Fairfield, Conn., will
join Dr. J. B. and Abe Fishman of
Fishman Theatres, New Haven, at
Miami Beach later this month.
•
Sidney Freidberg, of the law firm
of Phillips & Nizer, has become engaged to Bernice Rocker. A reception will be held Feb. 22.
e
Tyrone Power, Annabella, Brenda Joyce and Jane Darwell, 20th
Century-Fox players, left for the
Coast over the weekend.
•
Charles Roberts. Columbia home
office supervisor for Latin America,
was married last week in Mexico City
to Margara Ruiz of that city.
•
Walter Lambader, M-G-M booker
in Kansas City, and Virginia Zei-gler, assistant cashier there, were married yesterday.
•

Fights

"Dr. Ehrlich's Magic Bullet"
(Warners)
In the fine tradition of "The Story of Louis Pasteur," Warners
have fashioned "Dr. Ehrlich's Magic Bullet," the record of an equally
great medical scientist. There is no question that it is splendid entertainment.
The film's production quality, the drama of Dr. Ehrlich's fight against
disease are presented with the utmost use of screen technique.
Of necessity, the film's story concentrates upon the activity of Dr.
Ehrlich. In that exacting role is Edward G. Robinson. Everything
that he has done in the past must be forgotten, so perfectly has Robinson become the assiduous scientist, Ehrlich. His performance is true and
sincere, one which must be accorded a high place in the annals of motion
picture portraiture.
The supporting cast is of a high order. Ruth Gordon is splendid as
the loyal and devoted Mrs. Ehrlich. Otto Kruger is fine as Robinson's
friend and fellow-scientist, as are Donald Meek, supplying a small bit
of humor ; Maria Ouspenskaya as the wealthy Mrs. Speyer, who aids
Dr. Ehrlich with funds ; Albert Basserman, as the great Dr. Robert
Koch, who starts Ehrlich on the way to scientific fame.
Forced to quit his hospital for infractions of regimental discipline
which he abhors, Ehrlich tries private practice but it proves unsuccessful. He meets Kruger, aide of Dr. Koch, and through his suggestion
for the dyeing of disease bacteria to enable their ready identification, he

Threat

Hollywood, Feb. 4. — Creditors of
Producers Pictures Corp. met late
last week to plan the conservation of the
assets in order
to stave
offcompany's
possible bankruptcy.
Robert Benjamin, attorney representing Pathe Laboratories which
holds secured
lien on
seven mafc
productions first
which Ben
Judell
called the creditors together and (
them that Pathe would not foreclose,
but would do all in its power to liquidate the films in an effort to pay off
all indebtedness of the corporation.
Appointed
to the
creditors'
tee were Gus
Barth,
Agfa commitofficial
here; A. J. Gursey, International
Studio Equipment Co., and Adolph
Fleischman, Cinema Props Co.
Total indebtedness of the corporation is $125,000, of which $4,500 is
owed for labor wages and materials.
The company has virtually no assets
other than pictures.
Benjamin is reported in New York
conferring with Pathe officials. He
will return in two weeks. In the
meanwhile Harry Rathner, Eastern
representative of Judell, is here studying possibilities of revamping the corporation inorder to continue production.

is appointed to Koch's staff. Contracting tuberculosis while working
on the disease, he goes to Egypt. There he accidentally discovers the
basic principle of imparted immunization. His dream is the development of what he calls "magic bullets," or chemical* compounds which
will act in the prevention or cure of disease.
From that point his life is devoted to the preparation of immunizaKupper's
tion. Fame comes when he stems a diptheria epidemic with his injec- Manager
Sales Month
Starts
tions. He then turns to the pursuit of a cure for syphilis. He continues
William Kupper's Month starts tohis work despite rebuffs, a break with Kruger and the inability to raise
day, the first of three months honoring
funds.
20th Century-Fox division managers in
Eventually, after hundreds of tests, he develops the famed "606," an revenue campaigns in their division.
arsenic compound which is a specific for syphilis. Unwillingly, he re- Kupper is Western division manager.
March is designated for W. C.
leases it,and when several deaths occur, newspapers charge him with
Gehring, Central division head, and
murder. He defends his specific in a libel action and with Kruger's April for William Sussman, Eastern
timely aid wins the case. Dr. Ehrlich dies shortly afterwards secure in division
manager.
his place as one of the great benefactors of mankind.
Production honors belong to Jack L. Warner, in charge of production :
Hal B.-Wallis, executive producer; William Dieterle, director; Wolfgang Reinhardt, associate producer; John Huston, Heinz Herald and Quigley on 2 -Week
Trip to Hollywood
Norman Burnside, writers of the screenplay.
Martin Quigley, head of Quigley
Running time, 103 minutes.
"G."
Charles S. Aaronson Publications, left for Hollywood yesCol. H. A. Cole, president of Allied
terday. He will remain on the Coast
States, returned to Dallas over the *"G"- denotes gemral classification.
for about two weeks, stopping over
weekend.
en route for two days at Chicago.

George Scanlon of the DuPont
Hays to Hollywood
Film Company has returned from a 'Wind' Sets Records;
trip to Mexico City.
Producers' Parley
It's Same Old Story!
Will Ff. Hays will arrive in HollyContinuing to break records, "Gone
Sam Katz, M-G-M production exwood today to attend the annual meetexceeded the previecutive, arrived Friday from the stu- With the Wind"
ing
of the M. P. Producers Associaous highest gross at each of the 25
tion scheduled tonight.
dio for a two-week vacation.
houses where the film opened a week
After several weeks' vacation at his
according to M-G-M. In some Hidden Valley ranch, Hays will reBrltno Granichstaedten, Vien- ago,
or
four
g-ossed
it
s
situation
the
of
turn to New York for the annual
nese from
composer Europe.
of "White Horse Inn," rive times the normal business.
meeting
is here
In its first week in Chicago, the March 13.of the M. P. P. D. A. on
•
picture took $48,000 at the Oriental
Harold Marshall, Indianapolis
and $16,000 for the two-a-day showpublicity representative for M-G-M,
ing at the Woods. The first week
Hammons Testifies
has a birthday today.
in Detroit resulted in $36,000 at the
•
Examination
of Earle W. HamUnited Artists and $23,000 at the Wilmons,
former
head
of Grand National
George Dembow, general sales man- son.
A total of more than 300 bookings Pictures, will continue on Feb. 15.
ager of National Screen Service, is
have been set in about 280 cities.
Hammons testified on Friday concernon the Coast.
•
ing a loan of $9,000 made to the company on Feb. 3, 1939 by his mother.
Forrest Tucker, six foot four 702 Gets Pathe Contract
Sally Hammons. Educational PicGoldwyn star, is visiting in the city.
tures assumed a balance of $6,000
Laboratory Technicians Union,
Local 702, reported over the week- liability on this loan before G. N.
end that it had signed a closed shop was
WANTED
said. declared a bankrupt, Hammons
contract for laboratory workers emSCRATCHED
FILMS
ployed in the 45th St. plant of Pathe
You can get extra revenue out of your prints by Film Co. The contract provides for
having us restore your scratched film to pracFilm's 1,000th Showing
tically new condition. Telephone CO 5-6767 one week's paid vacation, wage infor our low prices.
"Harvest," prize-winning French
creases ranging from 10 to 25 per
film, on Saturday had the 1,000th
AMERICAN RECONO. INC.
cent,
six
paid
holidays
and
time
and
245 WEST 55th ST., NEW YORK. N. Y.
half for overtime, according to the performance of its record-breaking
Negative-Positive-Technicolor Film Rejuvenated aunion.
run at the World.
MHHHHaBBHHHHMH

Lloyd Film for RKO
Harold Lloyd's first production for
RKO will be "Three Girls and a
Gob," an original by Grover Jones.
Lloyd will produce the picture but not
act in it.

MOTION PICTURE'
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Produced and Directed by the man who made 'Gunga Din' GEORGE
STEVENS
PANDRO
S. BERMAN
In Charge of Production
•
RKO
RADIO
PICTURE
Screen Play by Fred Guiol ... P. J. Wolfson ... Rowland Leigh
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Fleischer's
(Continued
from page 1)Next
licity director, under whom Hebert
will work.
Hebert, who is now in Hollywood,
will divide his time between this city
and the West Coast. He recently
completed a special exploitation assignment for M-G-M on "Gone With
the Wind."
Fleischer's next feature length cartoon has not been definitely set yet,
but several stories are under consideration. Adecision will be made
in the near future.
Milton Hannock Buried
Funeral services for Milton Hannock, head of the contract department
at Columbia's home office, were held
yesterday at the Riverside Memorial
Chapel. Hannock died Wednesday
in Miami after an illness of nine
months.

5
Warners

to N.S.S.

In Nashville Case
(Continued from page 1)
theaters in five Southern states, and
leading motion picture producers, have
asked for a clarification of the plaintiff's bill of complaint and for filing
of a bill of particulars.
Late Friday afternoon, Louis D.
Frohlich, of New York, representing
Columbia Pictures, United Artists and
charged "The government
Universal,
has tried to bring this case within the
four corners of the interstate case,
only it didn't have the evidence."
George H. Armistead, Jr., Nashville attorney representing the Crescent Company, headed a vigorous attack on the bill of complaint filed by
the government. Charging the allegations were "vague, confusing, and selfconradictory," Armistead insisted the
court should require clarification of
the plaintiff's bill so the defendants
could prepare an adequate answer.
Armistead also insisted that allegations by the government about "predatory practices" by the Crescent Company, through holding of bank nights
and reduction of admission prices, did
not constitute inter-state violations.
He said these actions, purely local in
character, were not subject to federal
jurisdiction, and therefore that it has
"no part in the lawsuit."
Hebert

Picture

Gives

Trailer-Made, Inc., is turning over
all its accounts to National Screen
Service for liquidation. Existing contracts with exhibitors will be serviced by National Screen on the prevailing terms of the Trailer-Made
contracts until they expire.
Saul E. Rogers, attorney for Trailer-Made, said that the company found
jjp.inprofitable to operate with the
type of trailers it made due to an insufficient number of accounts. It is
understood Trailer-Made had about
1,100 customers. The contracts expire within a year.
National Screen will service the
accounts with its regular sound trailers.
Trailer-Made entered the field two
years ago. The company is headed by
I. Schwartz. The same group sold
Ad-Vance Trailer to National Screen
several years ago.

Arguments

Motion

Welcome

Outside

Producers

(Continued from page 1)
York for technical direction of "The
Man in Half Moon Street," which
Jones will produce for Paramount. . . .
shortly
in
M-G-M's
"Susan
and
God."
George Cukor will direct. Ruth Mary Boland goes into M-G-M's
Hussey has a featured role. . . . "Pride and Prejudice." . . . The
Charles Brackett and Billy "Hopalong Cassidy?" stories Harry
Wilder have been assigned as writers Sherman produces for Paramount
will be revamped to include the comic
on Paramount's "The Polonaise,"
original by Brian Marlowe and antics of El Brendel, recently signed.
Thomas Monroe, of Warsaw during . . . Louise Stanley will play oppothe Nazi siege. . . . Harry Sherman
site Jack Randall in Monogram's
"The Cheyenne Kid." . . . Paramount
will have as one of his western "spe- has
signed Leila Ernst, society girl
cials" "The Round-Up," and Harold
Shumate has been signed to write the who appeared in the George Abbott
screenplay from the Edmund Day hit, "Too Many Girls." . . . She will
play which was a Broadway success. make her film debut in the sequel to
. . . Clarence Brown, upon complet- "What a Life."
ing "Edison, the Man" at M-G-M,
Paramount has purchased "Arise
will start preparations on a story depicting the life of Elihu Yale, for My Love," original story by Benjamin Glazer and John Szekely, for
whom the University was named.
Claudette Colbert. It is a comedy
Spencer Tracy may star in it.
set in France at the outset of the curWally Ford boarded a train in
rent war, with Miss Colbert enacting the role of a newspaper correLos Angeles the other day, bound
falling in love with an
for New York, and got off at Pasa- American spondent
soldier of fortune who
dena as M-G-M paged him for a fat
fought in Spain with the Abraham
role in "Two Girls on Broadway."
. . . Edward Ashley, young English Lincoln Brigade. . . . Bradley King
been signed by Fine Arts to a
stage-screen actor, gets his first has
term writing contract.
M-G-M role in "Pride and Prejudice."
. . . 20th Century-Fox has signed
Marguerite Chapman, New York
Tel vision Control
model, to a term contract. . . . Lawrence Stallings is writing the script
Settled
bypageUnions
(Continued from
1)
for "Witch of the Wilderness," at
M-G-M. . . . The same studio has set committee is not permitted to set wage
Maria Ouspenskaya for a role in
and hour standards without approval
"Waterloo Bridge." . . . Lucille Ball of the executive boards of the four
and James Ellison will be co-starred branches, but to prevent delay, all
in "The Romantic Mr. Hinklin" at boards must approve or disapprove
RKO.
within one week after the committee
makes its recommendations.
Scott R. Dunlap, Monogram proThe six-month period may be exduction head, has returned to his
tended later by agreement and it was
office after a siege of the flu. . . .
agreed that all branches reserved their
"Chamber of Horrors" has been set rights to assert claims for exclusive
as the next in the series of Boris
over television after the
Karloff horror stories at Monogram. jurisdiction
six months.
. . . Paul Jones will bring Dr.
Abram Leiberman, noted Viennese
gland specialist, and fugitive from Threat of Big Split
Austria, to Hollywood from New
(Continued from page 1)
Over 4-A's
newestHovers
affiliate, American Guild of
Rodgers to Attend
Variety Artists.
Kenneth Thomson, S. A. G. execu'Edison' Premiere
tive secretary, will report to his board
tonight on A. G. V. A. conditions and
William F. Rodgers, M-G-M gen- is expected to make known his decision
eral sales manager, will head a home
on taking over a temporary executive
office delegation attending a threepost in the vaudeville branch.
theatre premiere of "Young Tom EdiS. A. G. insists that the 4-A reorson" in Port Huron, Mich., Feb. 10.
should be started forthwith
Rodgers will leave Wednesday night. while otherganization
branches believe that the
After the opening he will proceed to
report of Bernard Reis, accountant,
the studio for conferences.
Louis B. Mayer, in charge of pro- should be studied first. The Reis report is due Feb. 15.
ductionEdward
;
M. Saunders, Western-division manager; Howard Dietz,
advertising and publicity director, and /. T. 0. Coast Parley
Howard Strickling, studio publicity
Planned
in Spring
head, also will attend. Mickey
Rooney, now in New York, will travel
Los Angeles, Feb. 4. — Trustees of
West with the M-G-M delegation the Pacific Coast Conference of Independent Theatre Owners will meet
and
will be guest of honor at the festivities.
Feb. 6 and 7 at the Ambassador Hotel
The openings will take place at the here to plan for the first annual convention of the organization. The parFamily, Majestic and Desmond Theatres. Ted Fio Rito and his band
ley will be held this Spring.
have been booked for a supplementary
Attending from Washington state
stage show at the Desmond. The will be L. O. Lukan and William Ripley; from Oregon, Robert White and
evening's activities will end with a
ball.
A. West Johnson ; from northern
There will be a day of celebration California, Rotus Harvey and Ben
leading up to the premieres, a fea- Levin, and from Los Angeles, Hugh
ture of which will be a run of Henry Bruen, Jack Y. Berman and Robert
Ford's "Edison train" from Detroit Poole, the latter executive secretary
to Port Huron.
of the organization.
Hollywood, Feb. 4. — Joan Crawford and Fredric March start work

mid-season sales conference which
started here yesterday and ends tonight. He will proceed to the coast
on Tuesday.
Norman Moray, shorts subject
sales manager, will leave from here
on a tour of 22 exchanges and then
will confer at the studio on next season's program, returning to New York
April 15.
Delegates attending the meeting will
leave tomorrow night. Home office
executives headed by Gradwell L.
Sears, general sales manager, who is
presiding, and S. Charles Einfeld, advertising and publicity director, will
return to New York Wednesday.
Warners Announces
Publicity Staff Promotions
Chicago, Feb. 4. — Promotions in
the Warner field publicity staff were
announced by S. Charles Einfeld, advertising and publicity director, at the
company's sales meeting here.
Changes are: Sam Clark, Midwest
representative at Chicago, promoted to
the West Coast at Los Angeles. Fred
Bartow, formerly with M-G-M for 10
years, succeeds Clark.
Dick Hyland, Dallas representative,
is transferred to the Washington, D.
C, territory. Bill Lewis replaces him.
Cameron Shipp, Atlanta representative, istransferred to the studio publicity department and is replaced by
Jack Goldsmith of the home office
press book department. Milton Skolsky
ment.has joined the press book depart-

Cohn

Under

U. S.

Trust Quiz Today
(Continued from page 1)
the Coast to sit in at the examinations.
Examinations of Jack Cohn and
Abe Montague will follow that of
Harry Cohn. On Feb. 12 or 13,
Government attorneys are scheduled
to begin examination of Nate J. Blumberg, Universal president; William
A. Scully, vice-president and general
sales manager, and Charles R. Rogers, former production executive for
Universal, who is now producing independently.
Examinations of other company officials are scheduled to take place at
one week intervals up to April 1.

Majors,

U. S. Agree

Upon
Trust
Queries
(Continued
from page
1)
United Artists will waive its right to
a separate answer.
Columbia has declined to join in the
consolidated interrogatories with the
other defendants and the Government
retaliated last week by moving to
have the Columbia list vacated. The
motion will be argued tomorrow before Judge Goddard.
Columbia also will interpose objections
the
Government's
toriestothis
week
and may be interrogajoined by
other defendants. The Government's
interrogatories are scheduled to be
answered by Feb. 15.
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Station;

License

Deal

RCA is operating an experimental frequency modulation station from
the Empire State Building and is negotiating for a licensing agreement
with Major Edwin H. Armstrong, who holds the major FM patents,
it was learned over the weekend.
The station operates on a frequency
of 42.6 megacycles and is on the air
Merrill Is Elected
constantly except when television proRKO
Treasurer
grams are being broadcast. Regular
NBC programs are transmitted. Call
William J. Merrill, financial
letters of the new station, which
executive in RKO for the
started operation two weeks ago, are
W2XWG.
past four
years, was
on
RCA is experimenting with both
Friday
a wide and narrow band, although
elect e d
treasurer
Major Armstrong uses only the wide
band. Engineers are working in the
of
the recompany
field, testing the signals as they are
organized
received, to prepare data for the F.
C. C. hearings on FM, which start
at the first
Feb. 28.
meeting
of

(Continued from page 1)
to be suitable for this market and
they are expected here within the
next few months.
Where theatres have been unable to
obtain good foreign films, they are
showing revivals and filling in with
selected American pictures.
Distributors say that a factor in the
dwindling interest in foreign films is
that most of them are heavy dramas,
whereas
American
public's taste
now
is forthelight
entertainment.
Theatres featuring Russian films
have been hard put for product since
last Fall, and some discontinued these
pictures because of anti-Russian feeling. With the withdrawal of Russian film distribution in this country,
Silent on Armstrong Patents
it is believed some of these theatres
RCA engineers refused to disclose
will be forced to close.
whether or not they are using the
Armstrong patents. They pointed out
that under experimental conditions the
Davidson
Receiver
question of patents is not involved.
However, it was added that the question of ownership of patents might
For Educational
have to be determined by the courts.
Major Armstrong formerly conducted
James A. Davidson on Friday was some
of his experiments in the RCA
named receiver of Educational Pic- laboratories.
tures, Inc., by Federal Judge Bondy
The nature of the present negotiawith orders to take immediate postions for a licensing agreement was
session of all Educational assets. At not disclosed.
It was stated that
the same time, Judge Bondy referred Major Armstrong never offered to
all hearings to Referee John E.
sell his patents to RCA but has ofJoyce.
fered to grant licenses.
Appointment of Davidson followed
With Mutual's FM station due to
a petition of Lloyd Wright, a $200,
go on the air next month, and an
000 creditor as trustee of Grand Na
now pending for constructional Films, Inc. Wright asked for application
tion of a CBS transmitter in the
a receiver on the ground that the
bankrupt stood in danger of losing a Chrysler Building, in addition to the
$50,000 mortgage on studio equipment. NBC station, all major network programs will shortly be available over
The petition claimed that the trus
tee of Grand National Pictures as FM in the New York area.
lessee of the California studio was
threatening to take possession of this
Ends
Survey
studio equipment. In addition, Wright FCC
stated, it was essential for the receiver to defend a Government tax Of Television Today
suit for $40,000 against Educational
Members of the F.C.C. will end a
Film Corp. of America, as Educational subsidiary.
five-day inspection tour of television
Davidson must post a $5,000 bond stations today with a visit to the
before qualifying under the order. RCA plant in Camden and the Philco
Judge Bondy has also stayed all cred- plant in Philadelphia. They will leave
itors from interfering with Educa- for Washington tonight to resume
deliberations on the setting of standtional's assets.
ards for television.
On
Friday they toured the NBC
Pathe Breakfast Party
television -studios and the Empire
RKO-Pathe held a breakfast party State transmitter. On Saturday, they
showing of "Vacation Diary," a short visited the Cath-Ray laboratories and
subject travelogue
describing Ber- the Dumont plant.
muda, on Friday at the Newsreel
David Sarnoff, RCA president, who
Theatre in Rockefeller Center. Break
fast was served in the mezzanine greeted Commissioners Fly, Walker,
Thompson and Brown and engineers
while the reel was screened continu
who accompanied them, declared that
ously in the theatre. Travel agents,
he realized the problem the Commisofficials of children's societies and
sion was facing. He emphasized the
representatives of the trade press at fact that RCA desires that standards
tended.
be fixed by the Commission, but added
that "it would not be fair for anyone at this point to criticize the
Canadian Censor Quits
Toronto, Feb. 4. — L. C. Moyer has F.C.C. for delay in setting standards.''
resigned as a member of the War
Publishers See Film
Censor Bureau of the Canadian Government because of other Government
The Columbia one-reeler, "The
duties. Moyer had charge of the Threads
of a Nation," the story of
censorship of both foreign and do- cotton, was screened for the annual
mestic films. C. J. Hanratty, a news
midwinter meeting- of officers and directors of the Southern Newspaper
paperman, has been appointed his
successor by the Dominion Govern
Publishers Association in Atlanta yesterday.
merit.

the board
tors since
of direcemergence
R K O's
from reorganization.
Merrill
was elected a vice-president
of the reorganized company
earlier. He had been assistant
to George J. Schaefer, RKO
president, for a year preceding his election.
W. J. Merrill

Review

Board

Ends

3-Day Conference
National Board of Review of Motion Pictures concluded its 16th annual conference with a luncheon at
the Hotel Pennsylvania on Saturday.
Among stage and screen stars present were Burgess Meredith, Betty
Field, Roman Bohnen, Edward G.
Robinson, Harry Carey and Bert Lytell. Dr. A. A. Brill, chairman of
the National Board, was toastmaster
at the luncheon.
On Friday, the second day of the
three-day meeting, delegates met with
the Committee on Exceptional Photoplays. In the afternoon was held
the second discussion session on the
conference theme, "Fifty Years of

Radio
Brevities

THE Federal
Communications
mission isseriously
concerned Comwith
the danger of foreign spies using high
frequency transmitters in the United
States,vent such
andespionage.
is making efforts to preThe F. C. C. is seeking F/*THl
funds to make an investigation 6i the
unauthorized use of broadcasts by foragents.
TheeignCommission
is anxious to construct alistening station near Anchorage, Alaska, to check up on the activities of amateur and other operators
who might be communicating information to foreign governments.
Personalities in the News
George Scher, formerly publicity
director for Lenncn & Mitchell, and
now with Universal'
partment, is leavings exploitaiton
to join the deJ.
Hamilburg agency as an associate.
. . . Dr. Frank Conrad, assistant chief
engineer of W estinghouse, received
the 1940 gold medal of the American
Institute of the City of New York
on Friday for "his pioneering work
in short zvavc and frequency modulation." . . . William Powell and
Myrna
co-star Guild
in "Single
Crossing"Loyon zvill
the Screen
show
over CBS next Sunday. . . . Charles
Carrel I,is the
"Andy"of 'of
"Amos
V
Andy,"
the father
Dorothy
Alyce,
bom Wednesday night.
Mutual's January Billings
Gross billings of Mutual for January totaled $317,729, a rise of .8
per cent over §315,078 during the
same month last vear.
Program News
NBC will offer $50 zveekly prizes
in connection with the susiainer "Adventures
in Photography."
The first
zveekly contest
is for photographs
of
family pets and subsequent subjects
zvill be announced on each broadcast
. . . Charlie Barnet replaces Jan Savift at the Hotel Lincoln Blue Room

•

!

on Fridayof and
schedule
four zvill
NBCtakeandover
two Savitt's
WHN

zveekly
broadcasts.
. . its
. Barney's
Clothes, Inc.,
has renewed
contract
for one year over WHN for 12 quarter-hour periods weekly plus 44 to 62 j
spot announcements zveekly.

Among the speakers were Albert
Howson, Warner scenario editor ; W.
W.
Whittinghill, head of the departFilms."
New WEAF Transmitter
ment of visual and radio education of
the Detroit public schools ; Arthur
NBC has added 10 acres to its 40Mayer, operator of the Rialto The- acre tract in Port Washington, L. I.,
atre, and Herbert Kline, director. On for a new WEAF transmitter. The
station's present transmitter is located
Fridayfilms
evening,
delegates'
saw in
early
at the the
Museum
of ModBellmore, L. I.
ern Art Film Library.
Canada Dry Contest
Ampa's Luncheons
Resume
Thursday
Ampa will resume its luncheon
meetings next Thursday at Jack
Dempsey's restaurant, Eighth Ave.
and 50th St., where meetings will be
held in the future.
The new arrangement provides a
seating capacity of more than 200
persons and facilities for entertainment which were lacking at the previous meeting place. Price for luncheons remain the same.

i
\

Canada Dry, which sponsors "Infor
mation, Please"
will announce
promotional and publicity
contest a today
for radio stations which carry the program. A silver placque and $50 will
be given to the winning station in addition to 12 other prizes. Judges wilt
be William S. Brown, Canada Dry advertising- manager, S. Barret McCormick, RKO director of advertising
and publicity, Robert J. Landry, radio
editor of Variety, and Sam G. Wingfield,
publicity man for J. M. Mathes,
the agency.
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NEW

Theatres

Show

In '39

Big

Gain

Building

798 Projects During Year
Cost $22,267,000
Theatre construction showed a
marked upturn in 1939, with a total
of 798 projects and contract valuations
of $22,267,000 in the 37 states east of
the Rockies, according to Dodge Reports,
This compares with 751 projects
valued at $20,996,000 reported for the
same areas in 1938. The projects include new building and major alterations.
A trend to smaller seating capacities
is indicated in Dodge Reports statistics which show that while the 751
projects in 1938 involved 2,719,000
square feet of floor space, the 798
projects last year involved only 2,798,000 square feet.
Last year's building record was exceeded only once in the last five-year
period. This was in 1937, when there
were 884 theatre projects with a contract valuation of $27,227,000. In 1936
there were 797 projects involving $17,493,000 and in 1935 the contract valuation for theatres was $13,992,000.
Studios

Mass

Facts

To Fight 10% Raise
One of the most factual and comprehensive records of studio labor
costs ever to be compiled within the
industry has been prepared under the
direction of Y. Frank Freeman, Paramount studio head and acting chairman of the Producers' labor negotiating committee, for the Feb. 15 conferences with I.A.T.S.E. Coast heads
on the subject of rescinding the 10 per
cent wage increase granted to studio
workers last November.
Freeman's insistence upon facts with
which to answer the unions' objections
to relinquishing the wage increases
(Continued on page 6)
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Quizzes

Upon

Player

And

Theatre

Cohn

FEBRUARY

BIG

Impartial
TEN

6, 1940

SCREEN,

CENTS

COLOR

Loans
Deals

TELEVISION

SHOWN;

Columbia Pictures has loaned players to producers regardless of whether
THREAT
TO
MOVIES
these producers are independent or
not, Harry Cohn, president of Columbia, declared during his two-and-ahalf hour examination yesterday in
FCC
Witnesses Secret RCA,
Philco Tests;
the Government's anti-trust suit.
Cohn insisted that Columbia had alBrilliance, Clarity Like Photograph;
ways maintained this policy in answer
to a number of questions asked by
Philco Set Has Built-in Aerial
Special Assistant Attorney General
Robert L. Wright. Cohn disputed
Philadelphia, Feb. 5.— That television is likely to become an early
Wright's contention that a producer serious threat to the motion picture industry was emphasized today as the
could not be considered independent
if he released his pictures through a Federal Communications Commission witnessed sensational demonstrations at the RCA plant at Camden
major company and argued that "he
and at the Philco laboratories
here.
still is an independent."
Cohn went on to say that Columbia
Television Today
did not inquire into releasing facilities
Both RCA and Philco took
of an independent before loaning it
Large screen color projectelevision out of the closets of setalent, but confined its investigation
tion is possible with remarkcrecy for the private inspection of
to the ability of the producer to pay,
able definition and synchronization. A 4'/2 x 6 foot screen
the F. C. C. and newspaper writthe type of story in which the player
ers. All of those who witnessed
used.
would take part and the billing that
RCA is prepared to bring
he would receive.
the demonstrations were visibly
out television as a full-grown
The company at no time has conawed by the advanced stage of deindustry as soon as the F.C.C.
(Continued on page 6)
velopment with large screens.
sets the standards.
Officials readily agreed that
Already proven is network
television is no longer in its
television by means of relay
U. S. Critics Voting
transmitters.
swaddling clothes, but sufficiently
Philco television sets have
advanced to become the outstandOn Screen Awards
built-in aerials with picture
scientific achievement of the
next ing
decade.
transmission at 605 scanned
Minneapolis, Feb. 5.— Balloting
lines, approximating a perLarge screen color projection
has started in the national poll of
fect photograph. Sets have
featured the RCA demonstration.
built-in loop, a dial on the set
film critics sponsored by the newlyenabling the owner to control
organized
A receiving set, with a built-in
America. Newspaper Film Critics of
the direction of the aerial.
aerial, receiving pictures transHum trouble eliminated.
Nomination under seven classificamitted at 605 scanned lines, highlighted the Philco showing.
tions have been made by a committee
of 50 critics, including pictures which
Stopping first at RCA, the
have had general release during 1939. F. C. C. members, headed by Chairman James Lawrence Fly, concurred
Roadshow films are not included.
Merle Potter, film editor of the in the belief that television presents a grave menace to motion pictures.
Minneapolis Times-Tribune, is direc- They saw the transmission of black and white films onto a 4^x6-foot
screen, projected from the receiving set by means of a new optical
tor of the poll.
The seven classifications include :
Best picture, best actor performance, system.
RCA's development of color television was disclosed in the transbest actress performance, best supportmission of color films onto the large screen. Color pictures were shown
(Continued on page 6)
with remarkable brilliance, and witnesses said the entire showing was
N. S. S. Takes

Over

2 Poster Services
Advertising Accessories, Inc., subsidiary of National Screen Service,
Freeman
Is Elected
has taken over the independent postHead of Producers
er renting service of Billy Bein, Cincinnati, and that of Homer L. BlackHollywood, Feb. 5. — Y. Frank
Freeman of Paramount was elected well in Kansas City, according to
president of the Association of Motion Charles L. Casanave, vice-president
Picture Producers at today's annual and general manager of Advertising
meeting which was addressed by Will Accessories.
H. Hays. Freeman succeeds Joseph
Bein will assume an executive post
M. Schenck, president for the last in the New York office, and Blacktwo years.
well, head of the Independent Poster
Other officers named were E. J. Agency in Kansas City, will hold an
(.Continued on page 6)
executive post in the Midwestern city.

Extended

Play

Time

'Wrath'
Asked
A guaranteefor
of extended
playing
time will be asked by 20th CenturyFox for hibitors
"Grapes
of Wrath"to and
will be requested
playex-it
as a single bill, especially during 100
or 150 pre-release engagements which
are being set for March.
Herman Wobber, general sales manager, feels that the film should run
singly in order to permit adequate
turnover. The picture runs two hours
and 10 minutes. Should another fea(Continued on page 5)

comparable to home talkies.
In addition, RCA engineers showed
the Commissioners how they arrived
at a 30 frames per second transmission
of pictures of 441 scanned lines as
against 24 frames per second in motion
pictures, the greater speed making
(Continued on page 8)
Bioff

Federal

Trial

Is Set for May 28
Los Angeles, Feb. 5.— Federal
Judge Ralph Jenney today set May 28
as the date for the opening of the trial
of William Bioff, I. A. T. S. E. leader,
indicted recently on two counts of income tax evasion.

2

Motion

Dinner
Will

Mayer

Detroit, Feb. 5.— Louis B. Mayer,
in charge of M-G-M production, will
be guest of honor at a civic luncheon
at the Book-Cadillac Hotel here Friday in connection with the world premiere of "Young Tom Edison" in
Port Huron the following day.
Mayer will arrive here Thursday
for ceremonies which will start Port
Huron's "Edison Days" celebration.
Others expected are William F.
Rodgers, M-G-M general sales manager ;Edward M. Saunders, Western
division manager ; Howard Dietz, advertising and publicity director ; Howard Strickling, studio publicity director; William R. Ferguson, exploitation manager ; Mickey Rooney and
Les Peterson of the studio.
They will attend the opening of the
film at the Desmond Theatre, Port
Huron, Saturday night. A special
preview will be held at the same time
at the Family and Majestic theatres.
Mrs. Minna M. Edison Hughes,
widow of Thomas A. Edison, and
Premier Mitchell Hepburn of Ontario have accepted invitations to the
premiere. Others who will attend are
Norman Taurog, director, and John
Considine, Jr., producer of the film ;
Gov. Dickinson of Michigan ; Alfred
O. Tate, representing the Edison
Pioneers of New York, and Edsel
Ford.

After
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Warner

Picture

Chiefs

Back

Chicago

Parley
Chicago, Feb. 5.— Warner sales
executives, district managers and
branch managers left here tonight following the three-day sales meeting at
the Blackstone Hotel, presided over
by Gradwell L. Sears, general sales
manager.
Charles Einfeld, director of advertising and publicity, and Mort Blumenstock, in charge of advertising and
publicity in the East, returned to the
home office yesterday. The home office executives who left today included : Sears, Carl Leserman, assistant
general sales manager ; Roy Haines,
Eastern and Canadian sales manager ;
Ben Kalmenson, Western and Southern manager, and Arthur Sachson.
Sears read to the sales personnel a
wire from Hal B. Wallis, associate
executive in charge of production,
who cited the lineup of forthcoming
product ready for release, including
"Dr. Ehrlich's Magic Bullet," "Virginia City," "Three Cheers for the
Irish," " 'Till We Meet Again," "Saturday's Children," "The Sea Hawk,"
"All
This
and Heaven, Too" and
others.

MITCHELL

MAY,

Jr.

CO., INC.
INSURANCE
•
Specializing
in requirements of the
Motion Picture Industry
75 Maiden Lane, New York
510 W. 6th St.
Los Angeles

U.A.
4

Purely

BERNHARD,
general
*JJOSEPH
manager of
Warner theatres,
was
operated upon yesterday at the Lenox
Hospital for gallstones. He is resting
comfortably.
•
Stanton Griffis, John Golden,
Arthur Schwartz, Mort Spring,
Joseph Rosthal, David Blum, Al
Lewis and Harry Kaufman lunching at Sardi's yesterday.
•
Charles E. McCartfiy, Cfiarles
Sonan, Eddie Grainger, A. P. Waxman, Ted O'Shea and Tom Connors
at Nick's Hunting Room in the Astor
for lunch yesterday.
•
Herb Morgan, M-G-M short subjects publicity manager, returns tomorrow from Ft. Lauderdale, Fla.,
where he has been making a short.
•
Moe A. Silver, zone manager for
the Warner circuit, has returned to
his Albany headquarters after an inspection tour of the 14 theatres in
Western New York. Ralph Crabill,
district manager, accompanied Silver.
•
Tess Michaels of the United Artists publicity department leaves for
the Coast today to work on fan magazine publicity and tieups with Frank
Seltzer, head of nublicity and advertising for the Hal Roach studios.
•
June Duprez, Alexander Korda
player, will sail from England today
on the Rex. After a brief stay in
New York, she will go on to Hollywood.
•
Mrs. W. V. Toney, wife of the
head of Tri-States Theatres maintenance department, Des Moines, has
left for a two-month visit with relatives in Alamogordo, N. M.
•
Natalie Kathryn Breen, daughter of Joseph I. Breen, and Jess
Benton, Jr., were married Saturday
at the Church of the Good Shepherd,
Beverly Hills.
•
Nunnally Johnson, screen writer,
and Doris Bowdon, actress, were
married Sunday at the home of
Charles MacArthur in Nyack
•
N. Y.
John Cromwell, director, and
Mrs. Cromwell are the parents of a
boy,_ born last week at the Good Samaritan Hospital, Hollywood.
•
Jock Lawrence,
Samuel Goldwyn's assistant and publicity director, is ill with pneumonia at Good
Samaritan Hospital Hollywood.
•
Louis R. Golding, Fabian district
manager in Albany, has left for a twoweek vacation in Miami and Havana.
•
Mrs. Robert Rosenthal, wife of
the manager of the Ritz, Albany, is
ding.
in New Orleans for her sister's wed•
James Mulvey, Eastern representative for Samuel Goldwyn. returned
from the Coast yesterday.
•
S. G. Alexander has resigned as
space buyer of Kieseweiter agency
and is now affiliated with Weiss &
•
Douglas
Peck
of
the M-G-M home
'
Geller.observes
office
a birthday today,

Personal

►

ROGER
FERRIhasof returned
20th CenturyFox, who
from
Miami, reports that the film colony
at the resort includes, among others,
N. L. Nathanson, Albert Warner,
Sam Pinanski, Jack Sichelman,
Job J. Lee, I. J. Schmertz, Cleveland manager for 20th Century-Fox ;
Meyer Fine and Arthur Schwartz
of Cleveland ; Harry Ballance,
20th Century-Fox Southern district
manager.
•
Tim Holt, son of Jack Holt, the
movie player, and himself a leadingman, became a father recently. Mrs.
Holt is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
C. S. Ashcraft, projection lamp manufacturers.
•
A. W.
Smith, sales
Jr., RKO's
Eastern
and
Canadian
manager,
and
Mrs. Smith are the parents of a
son born Sunday at the United Hospital, Port Chester. The son has been
named Frank Clawson.
•
H. Alban Mestanza, formerly editor of Teatro al Dia, yesterday became the father of a boy, born to
Mrs. Mestanza at Woman's Hos•
P. F. Masucci, Eastern district
pital.
manager of International Seat Corp.,
has returned to his office here from
the company's headquarters in Union
City, Ind.
•
Raymond Blank of Tri-States
Theatre Corp., Des Moines ; Sam
Horowitz of Affiliated Enterprises
and Mrs. Horowitz have left for several weeks in Mexico.
•
Ray Duport, formerly sales manager for Forest, Inc., is now Eastern
representative for Wagner Sign Service. Duport makes his headquarters
in Philadelphia.
•
Leonard Goldenson, Paramount
home office theatre executive, ieft yesterday for a two-day visit with the
company's
theatre operators in upstate New York.
•
F. J. A. McCarthy, Universal
Eastern and Southern sales manager,
is in Nashville on business. He is
expected back in New York on Thursday.
•
Lou Pollock, Universal Eastern
advertising and publicity manager, has
completed an original script titled "X
Marks the Girl." •
_ Andrew Scheick, Eastern projection lens representative for Bauch
& Lomb Optical Co., has returned to
his office after a two-week illness.
•
L. K. Hagaman, formerly with
Armstrong Cork Co., is now in charge
of sales promotion for Charles P.
Cochrane Carpet Co.
•
Harry Mersay, 20th Century-Fox
print
Miami. manager, has returned from

For Lunch,

Dinner or Supper

LaHIFF'S

TAVERN

MEETING The
and Industry's
EATING PLACE
156 W. 48th St. Tel. CHickering 4-4200

To

Officials
Coast

for

Going
Parley

Conferences on United Artists' new
season production plans and sales policies will get under way in Hollywood
next week with the arrival there of
Maurice Silverstone, operating head
of the company, and other United
Artists officials.
Silverstone and Charles Schwartz,
counsel and board member, will*^ ye
for
Coast
by train on Thui*
^\y.
Theythemay
be accompanied
by Zoltan
Korda, London Films director, and
Sabu, Indian boy star. Members of
Silverstone's family will accompany
him also.
Lynn Farnol, United Artists advertising and publicity director, also will
leave for the Coast conferences on
Thursday but will go by plane.
Monthly
meeting will
of the
company's
board
of directors
be held
today
with the probability that it will act on
the new distribution contract for John
M. Stahl pictures.
Maclntyre Finishes
Tour of 38 Branches
Herb
Maclntyre,
captainconcluded
of RKO's a
Ned
Depinet
sales drive,
tour of 38 branch offices yesterday
with a final meeting at the New York
exchange,
manager. headed by Robert Wolff,
Approximately 100 employes, including many from the RKO home
office, attended the final rally previous
to the billings drive proper.
From the home office were A. W.
Smith, Jr., eastern and Canadian sales
manager ; Harry Michalson, short
subjects sales manager; A. A. Schubart, manager of exchange operations;M. G. Poller, W. J. McShea,
Dick Anderson and Harry Gittleson.
Decision

Reserved

In Vineland Action
Philadelphia, Feb. 5.— U. S. Circuit Court of Appeals has reserved decision on the appeal from a preliminary injunction granted the Landis
Theatre, Vineland, N. J., in its antitrust suit against Warner Theatres
and the major distributors.
The court had been expected to
hand down the decision when it convened here today. Arguments on the
appeal were heard Jan. 19, when the
injunction, granted by Judge Kirkattacked
unconstitutional.
patrick inasFederal
District Court was"
MOTION PICTURE
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"Louise"
(M ayer-Burstyn )

Transcribed into terms of the screen, the opera "Louise," by Gustave
Charpentier is entertainment for those discriminating audiences who
Boston, Feb. 5.— With all theatres either are fond of good music, attractively rendered, or of opera itself.
in the city playing to better than The film is in French.
average, "The Fighting 69th" grossed
There is, in addition, for the selling of the film, the star, Grace Moore,
$35,000 at the Metropolitan. Playing
who is in fine voice in the title role. Supporting her are Georges Thill
its sixth week at one theatre, "Gone of the Paris Opera, as her sweetheart, and Andre Pernet, of the same
With the Wind" was still strong with
company, as her father. Both are excellent.
a gross of $31,000.
The use of the screen medium permits of a somewhat greater latitude
Estimated takings for the week ending Jan. 31 :
in the depiction of such scenes as the carnival in Montmartre, but for the
"The Cisco Kid and the Lady" (ZOth-Fc-x) most part the pattern of the original stage opera is closely followed. Abel
KEITH
BOSTON— (3,200) (25c-35c-40c55c-65c) 6 days. Dead End Kids on stage. Gance directed and Deems Taylor provided a foreword and is credited
Gross: $24,000. (Average, $8,500)
with the English subtitles.
"Swanee River" (20th-Fox)
The story tells of the young girl in love with a composer-poet, an
"The Flying Deuces" (RKO)
KEITH MEMORIAL — (2,907) (25c-35caffair
strongly disapproved by the girl's parents. She persists in seeing
40c-55c) 7 days, 2nd week. Gross: $16,000. him, eventually
leaves home, returns briefly when she learns her father
(Average, $14,500)
"Ninotchka" (M-G-M)
is ill, then leaves again finally, as the call of youthful freedom and ro"The Secret of Dr. Kildare" (M-G-M)
mance overwhelm her desire to please her aging parents.
FENWAY — (1,332) (25c-35c-40c-55c) 7
days. Gross: $7,000. (Average, $4,500)
Running time, 80 minutes. "G."*
Charles S. Aaronson
"Ninotchka" (M-G-M)
"The Secret of Dr. Kildare" (M-G-M)
'G" denotes general classification.
PARAMOUNT— (L797) (25c-35c-40c-55c)
7 days. Gross: $10,000. (Average, $7,000)
"The Fighting 63th" (W. B.)
"High School" (20th-Fox)
METROPOLITAN— (4,367) (25c-35c-40e55c) 7 days. Gross: $35,000. (Average,
$14,500)
Short
Subject
Reviews
"Four Wives" (W. B.)
"Everything
Happens At Night" (20thFox)
SCOLLAY — (2,500) (25c-35c-40c-50c) 7
days. Gross: $5,800. (Average, $4,000)
"Community Sing, No. 5"
"Nothing But Pleasure"
(Columbia)
"The Housekeeper's Daughter" (U. A.)
Donald Grayson leads a group of
"Music In My Heart" (Col.)
Keaton, in his artless way,
LOEWS STATE— (3,000) (25c-35c-40c- {CoBuster
lumbia')
55c) 7 days. Gross: $16,000. (Average, becomes
involved in a series of mis- singers in some old gypsy songs. In$11,000)
adventures which wind up in some
cluded are "Two Guitars," "The Gay
•"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
hilarious
scenes.
He sells his old car Merchant," "Dark Eyes," "Volga
LOEWS ORPHEUM— (2,900) (7Sc-$1.10$1.50) 7 days, 6th week. Gross: $31,000. and travels with his wife, Dorothy Boatman" and "Abdul Albuldul
(Average, $14,500)
Appleby, to Detroit to purchase a new Amir." Grayson frequently exhorts
one. He neglects to buy insurance the audience to join the singing. Running time, 10 mins.
and his car is wrecked by bandits.
'Wind9 with $27,600
Highlighting the comedy is a scene
Smash where Keaton attempts to put an inMilwaukee
'The Threads of a Nation'
Milwaukee, Feb. 5.— "Gone With 17 mins. ebriated lady to bed. Running time, (Columbia)
Here is a history in color of the
the Wind," playing three shows a day
development, growth and manufacture
at Fox's Palace, drew $27,600. "The
of cotton. From its beginnings, cotFighting 69th" and "Mexican Spit- "Park Your Baby"
ton is shown as it was used by ancient
fire" at the Warner took $6,800.
civilizations. The manufacturing
Estimated takings for the week end- (Columbia)
ing Feb. 1 :
Scrappy, in a black and white car- process is described in detail. Runtoon, organizes a baby checking serning time, 11 mins.
"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
vice in a department store. A pair
PALACE— (2,400) (75c-$1.10) 7 days.
of
twins
from
the
gashouse
district
Gross: $27,600. (Average, $4,000)
is checked and the fun begins. After "Vacation Diary"
"Beware, Spooks" (Col.)
RIVERSIDE— (2.700)
(25c-30c-35c) 7
days.
Stage: Chester Morris. Gross: they drive Scrappy to desperation, he (RKO-Pathe)
$8,800.
(Average, $6,500)
Glorifying the advantages of Berputs
a "bad-boy
pacifier"
after them
whichinto
their
own father
fails
muda as the spot for the ideal winter
"Swanee River" (20th-Fox)
"Geronimo" (Para.)
to recognize them. Clever animation. vacation, this reel follows two secreSTRAND— (1,400) (25c-35c-50c) 7 days. Running time, 6 mins.
taries on a two-week trip. One of
Gross: $1,800. (Average, $1,500)
"The Fighting 69th" (W. B.)
the girls keeps a diary which intro"Mexican Spitfire" (RKO)
duces the reel's highlights. SwimWARNER— (2,400) (25c-35c-50c) 7 days.
ming in the surf, dancing under the
"U. S. Treasury"
Gross: $6,800. (Average, $4,500)
(Columbia)
stars and sailing in the moonlight are
"High School" (20th-Fox)
Another in a series of Washington some of the pleasures. Nine minutes.
"Judge Hardy and Son" (M-G-M)
WISCONSIN— (3,200) (25c-35c-50c) 7
glimpses, "U. S. Treasury" describes
days.
Gross: $4,700. (Average, $5,500)
the activities of the Bureau of Engraving and Printing. The money 'Teddy, the Rough Rider'
printing process, which is always an ( Warners)
'Wind' Leads Omaha
Many will regard this as the best
interesting subject, is described in
With Strong $22,700 considerable detail. Methods of de- of the "Historical Feature" series. It
tecting counterfeits are also discussed. certainly is worthy of playing time in
Omaha, Feb. 5.— "Gone With the
not only for its AmeriWind"
a smash
$22,700 in Should make a good addition to the every theatre,
canism but because it tells an absorbits
first garnered
week at the
Paramount.
program.
Running time, 10 mins.
Estimated takings for the week ending story which, in fact, has featurelength possibilities.
ing Jan. 31-Feb. 1 :
It is the story of Teddy Roosevelt
"The Heckler"
"Fighting 69th" (W. B.)
(Columbia)
the
fighter, always battling for the
"Mexican Spitfire" (RKO)
people, tracing his career from Police
BRANDEIS— (1,200) (25c-35c-40c) 7 days.
Charley
Chase,
as
a
loud-voiced
Gross: $6,200.
(Average, $4,000)
sports fan, delights in upsetting the Commissioner in New York through
"Housekeeper's Daughter" (U. A.)
morale of baseball players with his successive steps until he becomes
"Emergency Squad" (Para.)
OMAHA— (2,200) (25c-40c) 7 days. Gross: calls of "Watch him miss it !" Charley President and after his retirement.
$6,200. (Average. $6,000)
is so successful that some gamblers Sidney Blackmer performs splendidly
"Secret of Dr. Kildare" (M-G-M)
pay him to travel with the team. The in the role, and has Pierre Watkin,
"Nick Carter, Master Detective" (M-G-M) players get even by making Charley Theodor Von Eltz and Arthur Loft in
ORPHEUM— (3,000) (25c-40c) 7 days
Gross: $6,100. (Average, $7,600)
catch cold, and he develops a hoarse chief support. Ray Enright turned in
"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
PARAMOUNT— (3,000) (75c-$1.10-$1.50) 7 throat. Should produce laughs. Run- a swell job of direction. In color.
Running time, 19 mins.
ning time, 17 mins.
days.
Gross: $22,700.
(Average, $16,500)

Los

Friday'
$24,100,

Angeles

Los Angeles, Feb. 5. — "His Girl
Friday" and "Cafe Hostess" drew a
strong $24,100 at the Hillstreet and
Pantages, $12,500 at the formeife. yd
$11,600
the latter.
"Gonepace
WitfS&e
Wind" at
continued
its top
in the
fifth week at the Carthay Circle and
United Artists.
Estimated takings for the week end"Goneing Jan.
With31 :the Wind" (M-G-M)
CARTHAY
CIRCLE— (1,518) (75c-$1.50)
7 days, 5th week. Gross: $20,700. (Average, $17,000) (M-G-M)
"Remember"
"The Shop Around the Corner" (M-G-M)
CHINESE — (2,500) (30c-75c) 7 days.
Gross: $12,200. (Average, $12,500)
"Of Mice and Men" (U. A.)
4 STAR—
(40c-55c) 7$3,250)
days, 6th week.
Gross:
$2,000.(900)(Average,
"His Girl Friday" (Col.)
"Cafe Hostess" (Col.)
HILLSTREET— (2,700) (30c-65c) 7 days.
Gross: $12,500.
(Average, $6,500)
"Remember" (M-G-M)
"The Shop Around the Corner" (M-G-M)
LOEWS
STATE— (2,500) (30c-75c) 7
days.
Gross:
$13,500.(Col.)(Average, $14,000)
"His Girl
Friday"
"Cafe Hostess" (Col.)
PANTAGES— (2,000) (30c-65c) 7 days.
Gross: $11,600.(Para.)
(Average, $7,000)
"Geronimo"
PARAMOUNT— (3,595) (30c-65c) 7 days.
Stage: cloud,
F. Leon &Navara
M. revue,
Chief Thunderand orchestra.
Gross:
$15,000. (Average, $18,000)
"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
UNITED ARTISTS— (2,100) (75c-$1.50) 7
days, 5th week. Gross: $24,100.
"The Fighting 69th" (W. B.)
WARNER BROS. (Hollywood)— (3,000)
(30c-65c) 7 days. Gross: $12,300. (Average,
"The Fighting 69th" (W. B.)
$14,000)
WARNER BROS. (Downtown)— (3,400)
(30c -65c) 7 days. Gross: $12,700. (Average,
$12,000)
'Wind'

Establishes

City Record
Kansas
Kansas City, Feb. 5.— A new all
time high for any picture was set by
"Gone with the Wind" when it took (
$41,000 at Loew's Midland. "The
Fighting 69th" and "Mexican Spitfire" tookwas
$8,100
weather
cold.at the Orpheum. The
Estimated takings for the week ending Jan. 30-Feb. 1 :
"Congo Maisie" (M-G-M)
ESQUIRE— (800) (25c-40c) 8 days. Gross:
$2,700. (Average, $2,800)
"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
MIDLAND—
Gross:
$41,000. (4,000) (75c-$1.12) 7 days.
"Invisible Stripes" (W. B.)
"Granny, Get Get Your Gun" (W. B.)
NEWMAN—
7 days.
Gross:
$4,800. (1,900)
(Average,(25c-40c)
$7,000)
"The Fighting 69th" (W. B.)
"Mexican Spitfire" (RKO)
ORPHEUM—
(1,500) (25c-40c)
7 days.
Gross:
$8,100. (Average,
"Cafe Hostess"
(Col.) $5,000)
TOWER— (2,200) (25c) 7 days. Stage:
Nelson Sisters, Glamour Girls, Elaine Arden, 4 erage.
McNallie
Sisters. Gross: $4,800. (Av$5,000)
"Congo Maisie" (M-G-M)
UPTOWN—
Gross:
$3,500. (2,000)
(Average,(2Sc-40c)
$3,800) 8 days.
Charter Three Firms
Albany, Feb. 5. — Chinese American
Films, Inc., has been incorporated here
by Rudolph Allen, S. E. Sydney and
Miriam Kaplan, New York. Other
concerns are : Lams Productions, Inc.,
by Lee Moselle, Rose Lader and
Geraldine Weiss, New York; Roder
Amusement Co., Inc., by William J.
Boxer, Samuel Levitt and Rochelle
Dronge, New York.
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Picture

$34,500

Seattle

Lead

Seattle, Feb. 5. — "Gone With the
Wind" scored $34,000 at the Fifth
Avenue.at tlie
"ThePalomarFighting 69th" drew
iMimated takings for the week ending Feb. 2 :
"The Great Victor Herbert" (Para.)
"Henry Goes Arizona" (M-G-M)
BLUE MOUSE— (950) (25c-40c-55c) 7
days, 2nd week. Gross: $2,800. (Average,
$4,000)
"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
FIFTH AVENUE— (2,500) (75c-$1.15-$1.50)
7 days. Gross: $34,000. (Average, $7,000)
"Miracle on Main Street" (Col.)
"Fugitive at Large" (Col.)
LIBERTY — (1,800) (10c-15c-25c) 7 days.
Gross: $4,100. (Average, $5,000)
"Swanee River" (20th-Fox)
"Missing Evidence" (Univ.)
MUSIC BOX— (950) (25c-40c-55c) 7 days.
2nd week. Gross: $3,200. (Average, $4,000)
"He Married His Wife" (20th-Fox)
"City in Darkness" (20th-Fox)
ORPHEUM— (2,450) (25c-40c) 7 days.
Gross: $5,300. (Average, $6,000)
"The Fighting 68th" (W. B.)
PALOMAR — (1,500) (15c-25c-40c) 7 days.
Vaudeville headed by Texas Jim Lewis.
Gross: $8,100. (Average, $5,000)
"Green Hell" (Univ.)
"High School" (Zftth-Fox)
PARAMOUNT — (3,050) (25c-40c) 7 days.
Gross: $5,900. (Average, $6,000)
Extended

Play

Time

for 'Wrath'
Asked
(Continued from page 1)
ture be added, Wobber feels that boxoffice receipts would be curtailed.
The company will have an assist
advertising campaign on the film for
the pre-release engagements and will
require the exhibitor to increase nis
normal advertising budget for the engagement.
In addition to a number of ear'iy engagements shortly after March 1, the
company is setting up more than 100
day - and - date bookings for about
March 15.
The only engagement for the picture
so far is at the Rivoli on Broadway.
Wobber said that the success of run
here has determined the policy.
Government

Picture

Planned in Canada
Toronto, Feb. 5. — The National
Film Board of the Dominion Government has organized the production of
a "national film" under the title, "The
Undefended Frontier," dealing with
the neighborly peace between the
United States and Canada. The board
also plans the production of short
subjects for school children, and a
group for adult educational purposes.
A regular series of films will be
brought out, portraying the life of
Canadian soldiers in England and
France during the war. The board
also will send films to military theatres in the overseas war zones.
Cincinnati

Club

Elects

Cincinnati, Feb. 5. — The followingboard of governors was chosen at the
first election of the recently-formed
Cincinnati Cinema Club, composed of
film and other salesmen serving the in|ldustry : Rudy Knoepfle, Pete Niland.
I John S. Allen, Mark Cummins, Nat
! Kaplan, Joe McKnight, L. J. Bugie
i and Al Kolitz.

Opening

Industry and civic leaders and important personalities of the stage,
screen and radio will attend the world
premiere of the Walt Disney-RKO
feature, "Pinocchio," at the Center
Theatre tomorrow evening.
Among those who will attend are :
Will Hays, Colvin Brown, Gabriel
L. Hess, Gus Eysell, Sam Shain,
Jules Brulatour, Nate J. Blumberg,
Harry Brandt, William Brandt, Mr.
and Mrs. Edwin L. Weisl, Sam Dembow,
O'Connor,
Mrs.CarlHortense John
Odium,J. Arthur
Loew,
E.
Milliken, Mr. and Mrs. Boyd Hatch,
Conde Nast, John Balaban, Harry
Cohn, Betty Hatch, David Sarnoff,
Richard C. Patterson, Jr., Phil Reisman, Cresson E. Smith, John D.
Hertz, Jr., W. H. Clark, Major L. E.
Thompson, William Mallard, Harry
Michalson, W. J. Merrill, Major Albert Warner, General J. G. Harbord,
Gordon E. Youngman, Lowell Thomas, George Skouras, Spyros Skouras,
C. C. Pettijohn, James R. Grainger,
W. Ray Johnston, Jack Cohn, Sidney
Kent, George J. Schaefer, James R.
Grainger, M. H. Aylesworth, Herbert
Bayard Swope, Hal Home, S. Barret
McCormick, A. W. Smith, Jr., Leon
Goldberg, Fred Meyers.
Also Mr. and Mrs. Joe Penner,
Robert Stack, Cobina Wright, Jr.,
Terry Kilburn, Mr. and Mrs. Brian
Aherne (Joan Fontaine), Burgess
Meredith, Walter Hampden, Edmond
O'Brien, Ruth Gordon, Gene Autry,
Judy Canova, Edward G. Robinson,
Jimmy Durante, Clifton Fadiman,
John Kieran, Franklin P. Adams,
Oscar Levant, Daniel Golenpaul,
Harry
Hampton, IrvingBerlin,Carey,
AndreHopeKostelanetz,
Tony
Martin, Kate Smith, Deems Taylor,
Harry Goetz, Max Gordon, Gladys
Swarthout, Frank Chapman, Jascha
Heifetz, Mary Martin, Phil Spitalny,
John Beal, Alison Skipworth, Donald Cook.
Also Police Commissioner Lewis J.
Valentine, John J. Seery, Chief Inspector Louis F. Costuma, Deputy
Inspector James J. Sheehy, Thomas
E. Dewey, James Farley, Laurence
Rockefeller, Winthrop Rockefeller,
David Rockefeller, Nelson Rockefeller, Richard Harrington, David Milton, Don Francisco, Stanton Griffis,
Henry Jaffee, William Randolph
Hearst, Jr.
Cameraman

Sues

IA

On Union Transfer
Los Angeles, Feb. 5.— Bylaws of
the I. A. T. S. E. are due for another
court test as a result of the damage
action filed in Superior Court by Ben
Wetzler, member of Photographers
Local 644, New York, who alleged he
was denied privileges of transferring
his membership to Studio Photographers Local 659, which has a closed shop
contract in local studios.
Wetzler, in his complaint, declared
that upon his arrival here three years
ago, he, under the bylaws of the alliance, sought to transfer his membership and Local 659 refused it.
Gennaro Rect Sells Story
Gennaro Rea, former scenarist for
Monogram, has sold an original story,
"The Slavers," to the Italian-American Film Corp., headed by Dr. Philip
Giordano, former publisher. The film
will be produced at Cinecitta, in Rome.

Bird

Daily

Leads

Staff

Four-Hour Chase
New Orleans! Feb. 5. — Recent freezing temperatures
literally gave the bird to the
Ashton here. The bird came
in out of the cold about the
time the night performances
started and throughout the
evening led the personnel of
the house a merry chase.
Even patrons joined in a
four-hour chase. House lights
were turned on after the
show ended and Manager W.
A. Fonseca finally captured
the visitor.

Toronto

Clearance

Conference

Friday

Toronto, Feb. '5.— A conference is
scheduled here Friday bv the Clearance Reform Committee, representing
the circuits, independent exhibitors
and exchanges, to consider proposals
for revision of the protection code
throughout the Dominion. Chairman
of the committee is Col. John A.
Cooper,
president of the Motion Picture Distributors.
The independents, through N. A.

Taylor, Theatres
vice-president
of theofInde-'
pendent
Association
Ontario, have asked for regional conciliation boards in the six key cities
in the Dominion and an appeal board
4U' Officials Touring
in Toronto to pass on decisions. The
suggestion has been made that the
personnel of a board comprise two independent exhibitors, one film exCompany'sBranches
representative and a member
Universal's top sales executives are from thechange
theatre circuits.
visiting the company's branches in
President N. L. Nathanson of Favarious parts of the country to acmous Players Canadian Corp. has exquaint the field staff with forthcomingproduct and to spur sales effort on the
pressed opposition to a plan for regional committees but favors one genbalance of Universal's current season
eral board to deal with all trade probschedule.
lems involving circuits and independents.
W. A. Scully, general sales manager, went to Boston yesterday in this
The meeting has been delayed for
connection ; F. J. A. McCarthy, east- some weeks because of concentration
ern sales manager, is en route to
tax proposal in OnNashville, and W. J. Heineman, West- on the tarioamusement
and also because of the absence
ern sales manager, to Kansas City on
similar missions, Leo Abrams, short from the city of Col. Cooper.
subjects sales manager, is about midway on a five weeks tour of branches.
Dannenberg Dies
A 32-page broadside in color, deSid Dannenberg, former director of
scribing Universal's 14 leading features to be delivered during the re- advertising for the Warner Theatres
mainder of the current season, was in the Cleveland zone, died in Hollywood last week.
mailed yesterday to 16,000 exhibitors.

Motion
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(Continued from page 1)
ing performances by actor and actress, young actor and young actress
likely to make the most progress in
1940.
The nominations in each group are
as follows :
Pictures — "Dark Victory," "Goodbye, Mr. Chips," "Love Affair," "Mr.
Smith Goes to Washington," "Ninotchka," "Pygmalion," "Stagecoach,"
"The Women," "Wizard of Oz,"
"Wuthering Heights."
Performance by actor — John Barrymore in "Great Man Votes," Robert
Donat in "Goodbye, Mr. Chips,"
Henry Fonda in "Young Mr. Lincoln," Leslie Howard in "Pygmalion,"
Charles Laughton in "The Beach
Comber," Paul Muni in "Juarez,"
Laurence Olivier in "Wuthering
Heights," Mickey Rooney in "Babes
in Arms," James Stewart in "Mr.
Smith Goes to Washington," Spencer
Tracy in "Stanley and Livingstone."
Performance by actress — Ingrid
Bergman in "Intermezzo," Bette
Davis in "Dark Victory," Marlene
Dietrich in "Destry Rides Again,"
Irene Dunne in "Love Affair," Greta
Garbo in "Ninotchka," Wendy Hiller
in "Pygmalion," Anna Neagle in
"Nurse Edith Cavell," Merle Oberon
in "Wuthering Heights," Rosalind
Russell in "The Women," Norma
Shearer in "Idiots Delight."
Masculine supporting player — Brian
Aherne in "Juarez," Richard Barthel
mess in "Only Angels Have Wings,'
Walter Brennan in "Stanley and Liv
ingstone," Brian Donlevy in "Beau
Geste," John Garfield in "Juarez,'
Cedric Hardwicke in "Hunchback of
Notre Dame,"
Wilfred Lawson
"Pygmalion,"
Gene Lockhart
"Blackmail,"
Thomas
Mitchell in
"Stagecoach," Akim Tamiroff in "Dis
puted Passage."
Feminine supporting player — Alice
Brady in "Young Mr. Lincoln," Jane
Bryan in "We Are Not Alone," Billie
Burke in "The Wizard of Oz," Geraldine Fitzgerald in "Dark Victory,"
Greer Garson in "Goodbye, Mr.
Chips," Edna Mae Oliver in "Drums
Along the Mohawk," Maria Ouspenskaya in "Love Affair," Flora Rob
son in "We Are Not Alone," Rosa
lind Russell in "The Women," Dame
Mae Whitty in "The Lady Vanishes."
Young Actor — Eddie Albert, Richard Carlson, Robert Cummings, Wi
liam Holden, John Howard, Jeffrey
Lynn, Victor Mature, Edmund
O'Brien,
Robert Preston, Robert
Stack.
Young
Actress — Linda Darnell
Betty Field, Susanna Foster, Helen
Gilbert, Gloria Jean, Brenda Joyce
Mary
Martin,
Preisser,
Lana Maureen
Turner. O'Hara, June
Los Angeles Citizens
Protest Censor Plans
Los Angeles, Feb. 5.— The Municipal League, composed of leading
Los Angeles citizens, today had read
in a session of the city council a letter expressing the League's opposition to a proposed ordinance empowering the police commissioner to censor
movies and stage shows.

Melody
[ M-G-M

]

of

1940 9?

Player
Told

Loans
by

Colin

Quiz
In Trust
Hollywood, Feb. 5.— When a "Broadway Melody" is bad it's very,
very bad, and when it's good it's terrific. This "Broadway Melody of
(Continued from page 1)
1940" is the best of the very, very good ones, so much better than the
previous best as to suggest at once a broadening of the calendar title sidered purchasing theatres for showing its own films, he later stated. No
scheme so as to permit production of more than one a year, perhaps as Columbia official has any financial^ - .
"Broadway Melody of 1940 — Spring Edition," "Broadway Melody of terests in any theatres, he added.
1940 — Summer Edition," and so on, for surely the market will stand
Attorneys, however, would not allow him to answer a question as to
four a year, maybe more, if each can be depended upon to measure up
whether it was advisable or necessary
to this one.
for a producer to own theatres.
This musical surpasses any of its series predecessors, first, by rea- Wright stated that he would move for
son of the presence herein of not one, not two, but three superlative a court order directing Colin to answer
dancers, Fred Astaire, Eleanor Powell and George Murphy. It excels this query after attorneys claimed that
its forerunners, secondly, by the use of a Cole Porter music score, than this question was the main issue of
which, for this type of picture, there is none better nor as good. It the suit and could not be answered by
thrives, additionally, on the performances of Frank Morgan, in the pink a witness no matter how expert he
of his giddiest form; Ian Hunter, Florence Rice, Lynne Carver and was.
Cohn was the first of 26 top officials
young Trixie Firschke, ace vaudeville juggler whose act is interpolated
of major companies to testify. His
for immense audience result.
preliminary examination covered his
Produced by the knowing and open handed Jack Cummings, the activities in the film industry since
picture is big, beautiful and brisk, production-wise, yet studded with 1918. In 1924 he organized Columbia
niceties of incidental business and artistically sound throughout. Direc- in collaboration with several other
tion by Norman Taurog is of a high order, keeping the background men, he said.
Denies Being Major Company
story steadily coherent and constantly in motion without allowing it to
impede the smooth flow of musical numbers. These, following always
From 1924 to 1929 Columbia disa rising curve of complexity, afford unfailingly that audience stimulation
tributed its pictures
through
all musicals are supposed to but only the cream of them do.
rights exchanges,
he said,
and states'
at no
time sought release through any of the
The picture is easily the "dancing-est" musical ever produced, the majors. In 1929, Columbia set up a
three evenly matched dance stars performing individually, collectively
and in all the possible pairings. The story by Jack McGowan and Dore national distributing system, but this
Schary is about a male dance team enamoured of a girl dance star did not mean that it became a major
and a case of mistaken identity which requires a sequence of unfamiliar company, he insisted.
In response to a question which
incidents to get itself ironed out. The screenplay by Leon Gordon and sought his admission that only the
George Oppenheim has the extremely good sense to attend to this matter majors had the facilities to make Class
of ironing it out good-humouredly, commonsensibly and without sub- "A" films, Cohn declared that "all
jecting dancing talent to unnecessary strain in the thespian department.
companies make good pictures." Metro
Some while back the trade was whispering that musical comedies was the most consistent in making
were done for, that the vein had been worked out, the things were all good pictures, he said in answer to a
direct question. Asked to name the
alike and nothing could be done about it. Producer Jack Cummings
second
best,
replied
: "I
and his co-workers made a liar of that whispering. They achieve this am
afraid
youhearepromptly
going too
far with
notable and highly worthwhile unmasking of a canard by the simple
device of proceeding to make a grand musical comedy that tries to be
Quiz Jack Cohn Friday
just that and nothing whatever else.
Wright
frequently from
attempted
obTheir picture, coming to market at a time when social documents
tain a concession
Cohnto that
done up in entertainment wrappings are more plentiful than pleasant, Columbia became a major company in
is a brilliant and most welcome piece of universally enjoyable screen 1929 when it set up its own distribuamusement.
tion system. Cohn continued to assert
that Columbia was an independent and
Running time, 100 minutes.
"G."*
Roscoe Williams
declared that it had made Class "A"
*"G" denotes general classification.
pictures before 1929.
Examinations will continue on Friday with Jack Cohn, vice-president,
taking the stand. Abe Montague, sales
Studios Mass Facts to Fight 10% Raise
manager,me."will not testify this week
(Continued from page 1)
because of illness. Officials of Universal who were scheduled to testify
The I.A.'s contention that the av- next week have obtained a postponebroke down individual company reerage studio union worker earns only
ment of their examinations until
sistance to divulging information on
their labor costs, it was learned offi- $900 per year, despite prevailing high March, Wright announced.
cially here. Heretofore, no such in- wage scales, due to irregular employment, has been refuted by the records
dividual or consolidated company inIs Elected
formation has been available for labor just compiled, it was said. The av- Freeman
erage is shown to be nearly twice that
negotiating purposes.
Head of Producers
The information covers costs of amount, despite annual periods of un(Continued from page 1)
employment due to production letlabor in many employee groups to in- downs.
Mannix, first vice-president ; Cliff
dividual studios and to the production
As reported by Motion Picture Work, second vice-president, and
branch of the industry as a whole. In
Daily last week, audited reports of Fred W. Beetson, reelected executive
addition, it shows labor's share in the production and distribution earnings vice-president. Mannix succeeds Jack
production dollar for purposes of comparison with the share of executives during the first 13 weeks of the L. Warner who asked to be relieved
and various talent and technical European war, ended Dec. 1, last, have of duties because of the press of studio production work.
groups in that dollar.
already been prepared here and forwarded to Freeman for use in the
The information is aimed to answer
The board of directors, composed
the I.A.T.S.E. contention that labor Feb. 15 negotiations on the Coast.
of Harry Samuel, Goldwyn, Mannix,
The reports show that on the basis Freeman, Hal Roach, Schenck, Work,
has an unequal share in production expenditures, either because- of irregular of earnings for the period, and because Walter Wanger and Jack Warner,
employment periods for the workers of the continuing uncertainty in inter- remains unchanged with the exception
national markets, continuation of the of the addition of James Roosevelt
or because executives, talent and technical groups command too great a 10 per cent increase is unwarranted in who was named as member of the
Association today.
the opinion of the auditors.
share of the production dollar.
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Kansas City Area Changes
Kansas City, Feb. 5.— Changes
in theatre ownership in the territory
include : Lathrop, Mo., where Fred
Hall has taken over the Lathrop from
George Owens ; Pierce City, Mo.,
where Huston Crab now is operating
the Strand, former Commonwealth
house ; Trenton, Mo., where G. J.
Spencer has sold the Ritz to Leland
Lay, and Norwich, Kan., where H. L.
White has reopened the Norwich.

Paramount Starts
'Seventeen' Contest
Contests in 17 key cities to select
as many "Miss Seventeens," who will
be taken to Hollywood by Paramount
to ^attend the press preview on Feb.
Booth Tarkington's "Sevenl'-ajpf have
tec™'
started.
The contests are being conducted
with the cooperation of a local newspaper in each of the following cities :
Kansas City, Pittsburgh, Birmingham,
Take Schenectady House
Buffalo, Chicago, Columbus, Dallas,
Schenectady, N. Y., Feb. 5. — The
Denver, Detroit, Des Moines, Hous- Mount Pleasant, dark recently, is beton, Little Rock, Memphis, Minneing taken over by a New York firm
apolis, Nashville, Omaha and Salt which operates the Stanley and other
Lake City.
theatres there. The theatre name
will be New Metro, with interior and
2,000 Have Applied
exterior renovations, new marquee and
In Monogram Contest
remodeling under way now before its
More than 2,000 applications have opening early in February.
been received for the Uncle DonMonogram talent contest, which will
Takes Ontario Theatre
continue through February over a
Toronto, Feb. 5.— The Allen cirMutual national network. The wincuit, operating as Premier Theatres,
ners will be flown to Hollywood via
has
taken
over the Maitland, Ingersoll,
United Airlines, and will be cast in
Ont., an independent house owned by
a picture to be produced by Mono- T. D. Maitland, who will continue
gram.
as manager. It has 500 seats. The
Majestic, Stratford, Ont., has been
Legion Dinner Aids
reopened by the Aliens after repairs.
Albany Run of '69th'
Remodel in North Creek, N. Y.
Albany, Feb. 5. — "The Fighting
69th" was aided here when the AmerNorth Creek, N. Y., Feb. 5.—
ican Legion state legislative dinner
was held here the night before the Happy Hour Theatre will be closed
picture opened. Manager Andy Roy Feb. 24 for a month with its reopening planned for Easter Sunday, March
of the Strand held American Legion
24.
During the lay-off Phil Baroudi
night on the first playdate evening.
will install new seats, projectors,
sound air and heating conditioning at
Reporter Contest
an estimated cost of $10,000.
Plugs 'Girl Friday'
Canadian House Opens
Seattle, Feb. 5.— An exploitation
tieup was arranged here for "His Girl
Toronto, Feb. 5.— The Choquette
Friday" by Manager Leroy V. John- has been opened at Kenogami, in the
son of the Liberty, with the Seattle
country, by Leo ChoStar. The paper ran a contest to Northernquette,mining
who also operates theatres at
select the best girl reporter in Seattle, Farnham and Waterloo, Que. The
who was offered a week's job at a new house has 400 seats.
salary of $50 during the first week of
the picture's engagement.
Plan Bowling in Theatre
Free Shaves Plug
'The Demon Barber'
Philadelphia, Feb. 5. — For the
showing of "The Demon Barber of
Fleet Street," William Wolf, manager
of the Allegheny, set up a barber
chair in his lobby and offered free
shaves to patrons.

Wethersfield, Conn., Feb. 5.—
The new 750-seat Wethersfield Theatre, under construction, will have provision for bowling alleys as well,
according to the Shulman-interests,
operators of Webster and Rivoli,
Hartford.

Renovate Waldorf Here
The
Waldorf, 900-seat theatre at
Ship Model Contest
50th St. and 6th Ave., will close in
Aids 'Rulers of Sea'
about two weeks for renovation. New
Philadelphia, Feb. 5.— Philadel- front, new seats, air conditioning and
phia Hobby League was solicited by a new marquee will be included in the
the State Theatre to sponsor a model
ship display contest. Three prizes project.
were awarded for the best entries and
Frisco House Remodeled
all ship models were on exhibition in
San
Francisco, Feb. 5.— The Midthe theatre lobby. The stunt tied in
town, of Golden State Theatres, has
with the showing of "Rulers of the
been completely renovated and reSea."
finished. Reek A. Feliziani is resident manager.
Large Family Search
Plugs 'Child Is Born'
Renovate Telenews House
Philadelphia, Feb. 5.— For "A
San Francisco, Feb. 5.— The
Child Is Born," Jack Lexy, manager
of the Broadway, has started a search Telenews Theatre is undergoing complete reconditioning and repainting in
for the neighborhood's largest family the lobby, lounge, and recreation room.
for a private showing of the picture.
Family's testimonial will be used in
Opens Alabama Theatre
the advance advertising and publicity.
Lexy claims that the largest brood
Linden, Ala., Feb. 5.— The Dianne,
brought to his attention to date is a a new theatre, has been opened here
family of 21.
with J. E. Williams as manager.

Daily

7

Personnel

Leases Bronx Theatre
New Era Management Corp. has
leased to Kay Theatres, Inc., for 21
years a theatre to be built near the
proposed Metropolitan Housing Development inthe Bronx, at an aggregate rental of more than $250,000.
The theatre is expected to be ready
about June 1. Berk & Krumgold
handled the deal.
Toronto Company Formed
Toronto, Feb. 5. — Following the
death of William L. Stewart, veteran
owner of the Rex, London, Ont., local
interests have organized Rex Theatre,
Ltd., to take over the theatre, for
which Rodney Smith has been appointed manager.
Plan Philadelphia Theatre
Philadelphia, Feb. 5. — A onestory theatre will be built on the site
of the demolished Astor at a cost of
approximately $250,000. The house
will be built for Northeastern Theatres, Inc., with the Warner Circuit
operating.

Notes
Named

Nebraska Manager

Des Moines, Feb. 5.— Nathan
Sandler has named William Mack,
formerly manager of Central States
Theatre Corp., theatres at Fremont,
Neb., to manage his Northwood at
Northwood, Iowa. He replaces Foster C. Ingram, who goes to Fremont
in an exchange of positions.
Closing Texas Theatre
Teague, Tex., Feb. 5.— J. G. Long,
owner of the Star and Ritz here, will
close the latter theatre soon. He acquired the Plaza from R. B. Weatherall of Madisonville, Tex., retaining
Floyd Faubian as senior manager
here.
Higdon Named Manager
Kansas City, Feb. 5. — GriffithDickinson Theatres, Inc., has named
Louis Higdon to succeed Jack Sage
as manager at Marceline, Mo. Sage
has gonedersontogroup.Morris, 111., for the An-

Open Pittsburgh Theatre
Pittsburgh, Feb. 5.— The new
Gerard, operated by the Alpine circuit,
Manages Texas Drive-In
has opened in suburban West View.
Corpus Christi, Texas, Feb. 5.—
Gene Lacy has been named manager Seating 750, the Gerard is managed
of the Texas Drive-in Theatre, built by Harry Roney.
by Peter and Nick Katsaris and G.
New Orleans Theatre Firm
B. Winter and recently purchased by
New Orleans, Feb. 5.— Charter
the brothers from Winter.
has been filed here for incorporation
of S. and G. Amusements, Inc., by
Rifkin Acquires Five
Philip A. Sliman, president, and Fred
Boston, Feb. 5.— Liberty Theatres
F.
Goodrow, secretary-treasurer.
Corp., of which Herman Rifkin is
Williams Plans House
head, has acquired from the Winchester Amusement Co. five houses in
Waldron, Ark., Feb. 5.— K. Lee
Springfield, the Phillips, Strand, Lib- Williams Amusement Co. has started
erty, Jefferson and Garden.
construction here of the new Pine,
which will bring the circuit to 14
Opens Connecticut House
houses in Oklahoma and Arkansas.
Broadbrook, Conn., Feb. 5.— Henry
Phaneuf has opened the Broadbrook,
Building Alabama House
under lease from Nathan Lampert.
Phaneuf, who formerly operated the
Riverview, Ala., Feb. 5. — Ground
has been broken for the erection of
Jodoin Theatre, Baltic, Conn., will the Riverview, which will represent
run the 350-seat house.
an investment of approximately $35,000.
Open Vancouver House
Vancouver, B. C, Feb. 5.— The
Building in Louisiana
new Lux has opened here. It is the
Lake Charles, La., Feb. 5.— A
reconstructed Princess, a subsequent
run house. It was rebuilt for A. B. new 600-seat theatre to cost $25,000
Calori and seats 870.
is to be built in Westlake, construction to start about March 1 for the
Southern Amusement Co.
Building New Marquees
Texas Firm Formed
New Haven,
5.— Loew's
furnishing
the Feb.
Palace,
Meriden,is
Houston, Tex., Feb. 5.— Joy TheaPalace, Hartford and Elm St., Wortre, Inc., Dallas, has been incorporated
cester, Conn., with new marquees.
at Austin by T. G. Teeter, Percy
Wade
and M. L. Head.
Buys Theatre in Texas
Karnes City, Texas, Feb. 5.— The
Halts Construction
Karnes has been purchased by David
Smason, former orchestra leader of
Waterbury, Conn., Feb. 5. —
Frederick Van Doren has halted conthe Majestic, San Antonio.
struction of his new theatre until
warmer weather.
Charter Virginia Company
Grundy. Va.. Feb. 5.— Smith
Reopen in Atlantic City
Theatres Corp. has been chartered
Atlantic City, N. J., Feb. 5. — The
here with maximum capital of $30,first-run Strand, Boardwalk house,
000. C. E. Smith is president.
dark for several weeks, has reopened.
Warners to Rebuild House
Reopen Florida House
Bristol, Con., Feb. 5.— Plans are
Plant City, Fla., Feb. 5. — The
being drawn for a new Warner house
to replace the Bristol, destroyed by Capitol here has reopened. A Sparks
house. Remodeling cost $10,000.
fire.
Start Theatre in Houston
Houston, Feb. 5.— Work has
started on a $125,000 theatre seating
1,200 here.

Williams Opens Theatre
Linden,
Feb. 5.— J. E .Wilhere. liams has Ala.,
opened the new Linden
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Motion

RCA's
Relay
FM

System

Transmission

Will

Produce

All-Negro Pictures
Hollywood, Feb. 5.— Jed Buell today announced incorporation of Dixie
National Pictures, Inc., with Ted T.
O'Day, Atlanta exchange man, as
president, Buell as vice-president and
executive producer, and Jack Coyle
and Rev. James K. Friedrich as board
members. The company will produce
and distribute, starting with the production of a series of eight all-Negro
films. Coyle and Friedrich recently
produced "The Great Commandment,"
which was purchased by Twentieth
Century-Fox.
Majors Get Early
Nashville Decision
Nashville, Feb. 5. — Federal Judge
Elmer D. Davies indicated that he
would grant, "in part," defendants'
motions for a bill of particulars in the
Government's anti-trust suit against
Crescent Amusement Co. and large
distribution companies, following arguments which were concluded here
on Saturday.
Division

Named
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Radio
Continued

Runs

Bring

Uses

RCA's new system of radio relay
for television employs the frequency
modulation method of transmission, it
was learned yesterday. The original
announcement was silent on the type
of modulation to be employed.
It was stressed, however, that the
relay system can also work on amplitude modulation, although FM is more
desirable. RCA engineers insist that
the company holds many basic patents
for FM transmission.
Returning from a weekend trip to
Chicago where he addressed a joint
meeting of the American Institute of
Electrical Engineers and the Institute
of Radio Engineers, Major Edwin H.
Armstrong yesterday declared that interest in the Middle West is at a high
pitch.
Armstrong pointed out that 12 FM
stations now operate on a regular
basis, that four additions are expected
within the next few weeks and that
10 more have received FW licenses.
Armstrong's station in Alpine, N. J.,
now transmits CBS programs from 9
A.M. until 11 P.M., although the regular hours are scheduled to start at
4 P.M.
F. M. Broadcasters, Inc., organization of stations using FM, will hold
meeting in Washington on Feb. 26,
prior to the start of F.C.C. hearings
on Feb. 28. They will seek the allotment of 15 channels for FM stations
instead of the present five with provision for future expansion. Increases
of power from the present one kilowatt to 50 k.w. also will be sought.
Full commercialization through the
granting of regular instead of experimental licenses will be asked.

Film

Daily

Television
Five

Firm

Picture

Chiefs

in Finn

Drive

Jack Connelly, former general manager of Pathe News, has been appointed in charge of publicity of the motion
picture division of Herbert Hoover's
Finnish relief campaign. Leslie E.
Thompson is chairman and Vincent
Hart director.

Excellent

Grosses

to Broadway

With the opening of "Pinocchio" tomorrow evening at the Center,
five Broadway houses will be housing films for continued runs, the
largest number in a long while.
Over the weekend, "Little Old New York," with a stage show, established itself at the Roxy where it played to 55,246 admissions in
three days for an estimated gross of $27,536.
At the Strand, "The Fighting 69th," with Paul Whiteman's band on
the stage, rolled up an estimated $55,000 for its first week and clicked
over the weekend for an estimated $29,000.
"Geronimo" is due at the Paramount tomorrow morning while "Swiss
Family Robinson" goes into the Music Hall on Thursday. "Gone With
the Wind" is still playing to capacity houses at the Capitol and Astor
where it registered an estimated $75,000 and $22,000, respectively, during the seventh week.
In the second week at the Rivoli, "Grapes of Wrath" should gross
an estimated $50,000 and holds indefinitely.
Five days of the second week of "The Shop Around the Corner,"
with a stage show grossed an estimated $55,000.
Over the weekend, "Remember the Night" took an estimated $12,000
at the Paramount, with Enoch Light's band on the stage. The third
week, which ends tonight, should bring an estimated $25,000.
Business was strong over the weekend at the Hollywood where "The
Blue Bird," on two-a-day, drew an estimated $3,750. The second week,
which ended Friday brought an estimated $8,900. At the Rialto, "Green
Hell" produced an estimated $13,000 for the first week and is held over
for a second.

Brevities

AN screen
RCA television
demonstration
is being ofheldlarge
up
because of a publicity office faux pas.
Last week, the publicists were debating whether to release the story
about radio relays for television or
the large screen. Since the F.C.C^^'d
specifically requested a showings on
the large screen, it was decided not
to offend the Commission by a premature demonstration. Instead the relay
story was released.
Meanwhile, the New York Times
wrote an editorial calling attention to
the possibilities of network television
and criticizing the F.C.C. for delaying
commercialization of the new art. The
F.C.C. became offended because Commissioners believed that RCA was trying to place pressure on the Commission. Now, it has been decided not
to release any more stories until the
F.C.C. is finished !

Program News
R. J. Reynolds Tobacco Co. is adding a third show over NBC for Camel
cigarettes to be called "Luncheon at
the Waldorf." Fifty guests will be inznted to attend a free luncheon at the
Big Screen
Color
Television
W aldorf- Astoria to be intervieived by
Ilka Chase. It will be heard Saturdays
Proves
Success;
Film
Threat
at 1 :30 P.M. over 44 NBC-Blue stations. . . . "Betty Moore Talks on
Interior
returns
(Continued from page 1)
Joyce, in charge of advertising ; O. B. Red on Decorating"
Saturday, Feb.
24, to
at NBC10 :30
for better definition of picture and Hanson, chief engineer of the Nation- A.M. with 44 stations, the largest netal Broadcasting Co. in New York, zvork it has used thus far. Benjamin
synchronization with sound.
and
all the research engineers at both Moore
is sponsor.
RCA engineers explained that they
the
Camden
and
Harrison,
N.
J.
labhave worked for years on television oratories.
transmission up to 1000 lines, within
To the Opera's Rescue
At Philco, where the demonstration
Radio appeal for aid for the
the limits of FCC bands, and de- was in charge of William H. Grimtermined totheir own satisfaction that
Metropolitan Opera has resulted in
in charge of enreplies, George A. Sloan,
within that limit, a 441-scanned line ditch, vice-president
gineering, and David Grimes, chief 21,300
picture gives the best detail and best engineer, the F.C.C. party was taken chairman, announced. About 88 per
cent contained $1 contributions and
definition while with a wider band
to the various homes of Philco engi- the rest ranged from $5 to $100.
they get a jerky picture.
neers in the suburbs to view transCommissioners were also shown
mission on test receiving sets. Philco
RCA's one kilowatt frequency trans- has made no immediate plans to put Officers Installed
mitter and signal generator, the man- its sets out on the open market.
ufacture of receiving sets, equipment
The significance of the demonstraBy Bookers Club
and advance developments of the incontion was two-fold. The Philco set ofOfficers of the newly-formed Motion
fers a new innovation in a built in Picture Bookers Club were installed
oscope, the transmission tube, which
gave promise of continuing improve- aerial with picture transmission at 605 last night at the Cafe Loyale with
ments in the definition of 441 -line pic- scanned lines, approximating a perfect more than 100 persons attending.
tures.
Guests of honor were Ted E. K.
photograph. With a built-in loop, a
dial on the set enabling the set owner O'Shea of M-G-M ; Charles Stern,
Waiting for FCC Standards
to control the direction of the aerial,
The Commissioners were told that Philco engineers claim that diathermy U. A. ; Moe Streimer, U. A. ; C. Eisman, U. A. ; Max Fellerman, RKO ;
RCA is prepared to bring out tele- interference, which makes for hum John Benas, Skouras ; Dave Levy,
vision as a full grown industry once trouble, is eliminated and thus makes
Universal ; Irving Wormser, Columstandards are set by the F.C.C., ex- for better synchronization.
bia ;Ben Abner, M-G-M, and Morplaining that stations are already lined
ris Epstein, Republic.
Definition is Acclaimed
up for the development of a television
Arthur Greenblat of Alliance Films
network by .means of relay transmitBy running diathermy machines a was toastmaster.
ters, that transmitters and all neces- mile away from the homes of the enInstalled were Harold Kline, presigineers, apractical demonstration of
sary station equipment is being manudent ; Alec Arnswalder, vice-presifactured and that they have even set hum trouble was shown to the comdent ;Edward Susse, financial secreup a service department for television
missioners. Further, the built-in loop
tary ; Ben Levine, treasurer ; Dora
stations.
means the reduction in the total cost Fried, recording secretary, and Herb
Viewing the demonstration were of the receiving set since the construc- Richek, sergeant-at-arms.
tion of an outside aerial for sets on
F.C.C. Chairman Fly and Commissioners Walker, Brown and Thomp- the market today is considered an ex- faced tube as compared to the roundson along with Dr. L. T. Wheeler,
pensive item.
faced tubes on the sets in use today.
Due to the elimination of diathermy The flat surface eliminates distortion
chief
of
the
Commission's
technical
information division ; William H. interference and by running the speed of the picture as one walks away from
Bauer, F.C.C. attorney, and George of frames at 24 per second, the same the receiving set.
Black and white films and a live
motion pictures, Philco engiO. Giliingham, the commission's pub- as in neers
have been able to step up the talent sketch. transmitting from
licity director.
From RCA were George K. Throck- definition of pictures televised to 605 W3XE, Philco's experimental station
morton, president of the manufactur- scanned lines, contrasting the 441 line at the plant, were used for the demoning company ; Robert Shannon, ex- scanning to the 60 screen of newspaper
stration. After viewing Philco's one
ecutive vice-president, along with the pictures as compared to the 80 screen kilowatt transmitter, the Commissionin
slick
paper
magazines.
ers
returned
to Washington, reserving
other vice-presidents in charge of reAnother feature of the Philco set comment on all that they had seen and
spective divisions ; E. W. Engstrom,
director of research;
Thomas F. demonstrated was the use of a flat- heard on their five-day inspection tour,

Alert,
MOTION

PICTURE

Picture
Industry

v

DAILY

47. NO. 28

Brazil

Plans

Drastic

Majors
Big

NEW

Acts;

Fight

Boost in Censorship
Fees Is Proposed

YORK,

U.S.A., WEDNESDAY,

FEBRUARY

7, 1940

SEC

Report

Shows

Latin America
Funds Voted

Film
Down

Washington, Feb. 6.— Requests of the state department for funds to initiate
the motion picture phase of
President Roosevelt's Latin
American program were rejected today by the House
Appropriations committee in
reporting the department's
supply bill for the coming fiscal year. An item for purchase of projection equipment for embassies in Latin
America was eliminated from
the bill.

William

Goetz

TEN

SAG

6,300

Flare-Up

Sale

Wins
Of

CENTS

Backers

Shares

Washington, Feb. 6. — Disposition
by William Goetz of 20th CenturyFox, of 6,300
his company's
common
stockshares
in a ofseries
of sales
ranging in volume from 100 to 1,800
shares, was reported by the Securities
and Exchange Commission in its semimonthly summary for December.
The largest of a number of year-end
transactions reported by officers and
directors of film companies, the sales
reduced Goetz' holdings to 178,343
shares of the common, in addition to
55,284 shares of $1.50 preferred stock.
Next heaviest transaction was the
disposition by J. Robert Rubin of
Loew's of 1,400 shares of common
stock of that company, reducing his
holdings to 30,015 shares. Also in
Loew's, Leopold Friedman disposed
of 100 shares of common stock, reducing his holdings to 712 shares, and
Sam Katz disposed of 750 shares,
leaving him with but two shares.
Disposition of 500 shares of Warner
Brothers common was reported by
Morris Wolf, Philadelphia, leavfng
him with 450 shares, in addition to
167 shares held in a trust, at the
close of the year. Acquisition of 200
Universal Corp. common voting trust
certificates was reported by Charles
D. Prutzman, bringing his total to
900.
Other transactions reported included
the acquisition by Allan P. Kirby,
Jersey City, Pathe director, of 86
shares of common stock through Holding Company
B, bringing
(Continued
on page his
7) interest

New film legislation calling for a
drastic increase in censorship fees
and for reciprocal distribution of certain Brazilian pictures by American
companies has been proposed in
Brazil.
So seriously do home office foreign
departments regard the new proposals that representations were made
at once to the American legation at Films Needn't Fear
Rio de Janeiro, protesting all phases
Television— Morton
of the new films measure.
Representations hold that the proposals are in violation of the United
Alfred H. Morton, NBC vice-presiStates-Brazil trade treaty and, specifdent in charge of television, yesterday
discounted claims that large screen
ically,
the
treaty's
guaranties
against
increases in taxes and other levies television may serve as a threat to the
over the level prevailing at the time motion picture industry. He issued
the treaty was signed.
the following formal statement :
The new censorship fee would add
"I do not believe that television,
approximately $5 per reel to the pres- even large screen television, offers any
ent fee, an increase of about 270 per threat to the motion picture industry.
cent. It will apply to short subjects
On the contrary, large screen televias well as features.
sion was developed for the motion picture theatre.
The reciprocal distribution proposal provides for the distribution by
"It
should be the means of attractAmerican companies outside of Brazil
ing wider audiences through the presof one native newsreel or travelogue
entation of spectacular news events
for every 10 newsreels or travelogues while these events themselves are in
sent into Brazil by American distribu- the making. As for the threat of
tors.
home television, I find it impossible to
discern any threat to the movies.
Adolph Zukor, Paramount board Mrs. Smith will always put on her
(Continued on page 6)
chairman, and John W. Hicks, vicepresident and foreign department head,
will confer with Argentine government and trade officials on pending
film legislation following their arrival Films
Prosper
in Australia;
in Buenos Aires next Sunday.
The two Paramount officials, currently on a business survey and goodwill tour of Central and South AmerCon
tin ue Exporting
of Cash
ica, left Santiago, Chile, last Sunday
for Buenos Aires.
Sydney, Feb. 6. — Depending almost a result of the war which has brought
entirely on film imports for its the- new money into the country through
atres, Australia is not expected to fol- large-scale buying of wheat, wool and
Associates Honor
low the lead of Great Britain in dras- other commodities by the British Govtically restricting the export of curernment. Since Australia is predomiWurtzel Saturday rency.
nantly an agricultural country, trade
The Government, according to trade leaders believe that this assures ecoHollywood, Feb. 6. — His associates,
past and present, will honor Sol M. opinion here, will continue indefinitely
nomic prosperity for some time to
Wurtzel, 20th Century-Fox executive the provision instituted at the start of come.
producer, Saturday night at Hillcrest the war, whereby film companies may
One of the effects of the war is that
Country Club on the occasion of his withdraw their deposits every two the Australian Government, seeking to
25th anniversary in the film business. months, in six equal installments. conserve its cash, is encouraging doThe informal gathering will be ad- Withdrawals, however, are limited to
mestic manufacture to supplant imdressed by Darryl F. Zanuck and Jo- the amounts taken out in 1939.
ports
to some extent. The Governseph M. Schenck, among others.
Although the Government has classment is subsidizing film production
Among the guests will be : Tom Mix,
ified films as "non-essentials'' in its to the extent of $200,000. The first
Buck Jones and Frank Lloyd, with regulations governing imports for the film partially financed by the Governwhom Wurtzel had worked. The ac- war period, trade leaders do not anloan subsidy at
is Cinesound.
"Rudd M. P.,"
tual anniversary fell last October but
ticipate any moves to restrict their now inmentproduction
the celebration was delayed because import.
Cinesound plans four features this
(Continued on page 7)
of business conditions.
Film business is prospering here as

OPOnAGVA
eUniShakeup
on'
Drastic
Is Believed Near
Hollywood, Feb. 6. — The "one big
union" issue, dormant for months,
was forced to the fore yesterday by
Screen Actors Guild which elicited assurances from American Federation
of Radio Artists and Actors Equity
that both were willing to see its early
development.
A drastic shakeup of the entire
American Guild of Variety Artists organization and a change of its labor
policy loom as a result of conferences this week of Associated Actors
and Artistes of America branch executives here behind closed doors.
Threats of secession by S. A. G.
brought Emily Holt and George Heller of A. F. R. A., and Walter Greaza
of Equity to the Coast by plane last
weekend. After hearing them, the S.
A. G. board appointed a subcommittee for further conferences and will
hold a special meeting Thursday
night.
Important Questions Arise
Among important questions to be
discussed are repayment of loans made
by S. A. G. to A. F. R. A. and A. G.
V. A. ; plans of cooperation between
A. G. V. A. and other A. F. of L.
unions in Seattle, Chicago and other
A.G.V.A. organization centers ; and
establishment of national officers for
A. G. V. A.
Principally, however, S. A. G. is
interested in the "one big union" plan.
The Guild is reported to have lent
$30,000 to A. G. V. A. and to have
spent about $25,000 in the fight with
the I. A. T. S. E. last Summer. A. F.
R. A. is reported to have borrowed
from $30,000 to $40,000 from S. A. G.
during its attempt to get contracts
with the networks.
Another reported point of irritation
is the claim of some Equity members
that a great number of members of
S. A. G. who work exclusively in
Hollywood but retain Equity cards,
(Continued on page 6)

'Pinocchio'

to Have

Premiere

Tonight

Walt Disney's "Pinocchio" will
have its world premiere at the Center
Theatre tonight, with all of the fanfare attendant upon Broadway openbe accorded
"the The
new feature
lengthings tocolor
cartoon.
picture
will begin a continuous run at popular prices tomorrow,

2

Motion

Warners,
Seek

to

Picture

Wednesday, February 7, 1940

Daily

Musicians
Settle

Fight
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Personal

►

VAN SCHMUS,
managing
McCONVILLE,
of Radio City
Music
»JJOSEPH
foreign department
head, isColumbia
en route WG.• director
to
Cuba
from
Mexico
to
confer
with
Hall,
is
visiting
Hollywood
on
a
busiWarner circuit executives and offiness and pleasure trip. He arrived
cials of Local 77, American Federa- Ernesto P. Smith, Columbia manager in Cuba. McConville is scheduled there after a week at La Quinta.
tion of Musicians, in Philadelphia,
•
have conferred on a settlement of the to return to New York about Feb. IS.
•
dispute in that city which has resulted
Gradwell L. Sears, Warners' genWilliam F. Rodgers, Erno Rapee, ing. eral sales manager, and Carl Lesin the picketing of several theatres.
The union seeks reemployment.
assistant general sales manaMax A. Cohen, Ted O'Shea, Tom erman,
ger, return today from Chicago where
Further conferences will be held, Connors, Ed Saunders, A. P. Waxand it is possible that a settlement man, Arthur Mayer, David A. they attended a company sales meetmay be reached shortly. Warners Levy and Robert Stack at Nick's
have no vaudeville in Philadelphia at Hunting Room in the Astor for lunch
Mrs. Ambrose Kuebler, manager
present. The Earle, which had stage yesterday.
of the Astra and Tivoli in Jasper,
shows, currently has "Gone With the
Ind., underwent a major operation at
Wind" in a third week and the film is
Ben Miggins, 20th Century-Fox
scheduled to run three more weeks. Continental European manager with Sts. Mary and Elizabeth Hospital in
Louisville, Ky., and is convalescing.
headquarters in Paris, arrives tomor•
"Grapes
to
follow. of Wrath" has been booked
row on the Washington for conferSam
Dembow,
Jr., Paramount
Picketing by the musicians is in
ences with Walter J. Hutchinson,
home office theatre executive, is in
progress at the Earle, Fox and five director of foreign distribution.
neighborhood theatres for the third
•
Newburgh, N. Y., for business conferences with George Walsh, Paramount
month.
William Sussman, Charles E. theatre associate there.
•
McCarthy, Herman Wobber, Harold
Orlob,
I.
E.
Lppert,
Harry
Columbia
Queries
Lou Brown, Loew-Poli publicity
Buxbaum, Nat Karson and Arthur chief at New Haven, Mrs. Brown
Hearing Postponed Krim lunching at Sardi's yesterday. and Shirley Lou, their daughter,
•
leave for Coronado Beach, Fla., by
Hearing on the Government's objecRobert
Stack,
Universal
player,
car this week.
tions to Columbia's separate list of in•
ter ogatories inthe New York anti- will be among the guests at the Finnish Relief Fund supper dance tonight
Monroe Greenthal, United Artists
trust suit, which was scheduled yesterday before Federal Judge Goddard, at the Waldorf Astoria.
exploitation manager, will arrive from
•
was postponed to Friday.
the Coast today by plane after viewColumbia plans to file objections to
Aklm Tamiroff arrives in the city
ing the company's •new product.
the Government's interrogatories this Thursday from the Coast for a vacaweek, and may argue them at the same
tion. He will be accompanied by his
Arthur Israel, assistant to Bartime Federal objections are heard.
ney Balaban, Paramount president,
wife, Tamara Shayne.
All defendants have until Feb. IS
ern trip. yesterday from a brief south•
returned
to answer tories.
theThe latter
Government's
interrogaJames Cagney, Warner star, left
•
has until
March
for Hollywood yesterday with Mrs.
1 to answer company interrogatories, Cagney.
George J. Schaefer, RKO presiwhich now consist of a consolidated
•
dent, is expected back from the Coast
in about two weeks.
list of 50 questions, in which all de•
fendant companies except Columbia
John M. Stahl is ill at the Waldorf Astoria.
have joined.
Mr. and Mrs. Oscar A. Doob leave
Friday for the Coast.
•
Sam Shain returned last night
from Albany.

Newsreel
Parade
Arrival in New York of Finnish
runners and selection of Chicago for
the D'emocratic convention share the
spotlight in the .new issues. Reels
and their contents follow:
MOVIETONE NEWS, No. 43 — Fire
disaster
in Japan.
Turkf^)j;-0;.
rects relief
work President
followingof earthcR
Soviets suffer defeats in Soumussalmi and
Mannerheim regions. TJ. S. Finns sail to
fight. Mardi Gras in New Orleans. Farley
announces Chicago convention. Justice McReynolds celebrate birthday. Senator Taft
goes fishing. Finnish runners arrive here.
LaGuardia urges water economy. Track
meet in New York. Speed skate contest.
Patty Berg wins golf game.
NEWS OF THE DAY, No. 241— Fire destroys Japanese city. War in Finland.
Mardi Gras in New Orleans. Democrats
pick Chicago for convention. News photos
on exhibition. Water famine threatens New
York. Patty Berge in comeback. Millrose
games at Madison Square Garden. Finn
runners here for relief funds. Tames wolves
in Canada.
PARAMOUNT NEWS, No. 4«— Finn runners arrive, see Millrose games at Garden.
Walter Johnson is candidate for Congress.
Senator Taft fishing. Chicago pickeM for
Democratic convention. Dry spell in New
York. Fire in Jap business center. Display
best news photos. Parade in New Orleans.
RKO PATHE NEWS, No. 58— Finns here
sail for homeland while two Finn runners
arrive on money-raising mission. Senator
Taft on fishing trip. Nazi crew detained
in California. Barrymore returns to Broadway. Millrose meet in New York.
UNIVERSAL NEWSREEL, No. 847—
Chicago picked for Democratic convention.
Noted Finnish athletes arrive. Water
shortage menaces New York City. Supreme
Court: Hughes
observes
anniversary;
McReynolds
celebrates
birthday;
Murphy dons
robes. No groundhog on groundhog day.
New Orleans Mardi Gras. Senator Taft
plays golf in Miami. Tom Dewey in New
England. Ski meet in St. Paul. Track
meet in Madison Square Garden.
Settle

RKO

Action

Against Music Hall
Stipulation was filed yesterday in
the U. S. District Court settlinsr the
Neely Bill Queries suit of RKO for $164,751 against the
Hollywood,
Board of
di- Center Music Hall, Inc. and Rockerectors of the Feb.
Screen6. —Writers
Guild
feller Center, Inc. Terms of the settlement were undisclosed.
last night authorized the mailing of
Suit was filed in 1936 with RKO
queries
Neely
bill standon tothe
all organization's
members.
claiming breach of a five-year exhibiThree questions are asked : Do you
tion contract which called for the exhibition by the defendant of a minioppose the Neely bill because of censorship? Ifyou do oppose the Neely
22 pictures
in the that
1935-'36
plaintiff claimed
the
bill, do you think we should take a season.mum ofThe
stand against monopoly practices? defendant exhibited only 11 pictures
Shall the Screen Writers Guild take and failed to pay minimum rental under the contract on a number of them.
any stand at all? Ballots are expected
to be tabulated in 10 days.
Writer

OVERNIGHT

IOS ANCEIES

TO

CALIFORNIA

WASHINGTON
H. WORTH MEMPHIS^^^^^^*
fl "SO^ ^^NASHVIUI

• Over the fields of Dixie, over the sunny plains
and golden deserts of the Southwest, four American
Flagships every day whisk travelers to their destinations in luxurious ease and comfort. Giant Skysleepers
. . . complimentary meals . . . stewardess service. Make
your next trip to the West via this nature-favored
route. For reservations call your Travel Agent or
HAvemeyer 6-5000. Ticket offices, 45 Vanderbilt Ave.
and Rockefeller Center at 18 W. 49th St.
AMERICAN
AIRLINES
ROUTE OF THE FLAGSHIPS

3™.

Guild

Mails

MOTION PICTURE
Harry Gold Leaves
DAILY
For Studio Parleys
(Registered U. S. Patent Office)
Harry Gold, Eastern general sales Published daily except Saturday, Sunday and
manager of United Artists, left for holidays by Quigley Publishing Company,
the Coast yesterday. He will stop Inc., 1270 Sixth Avenue, Rockefeller Center,
off at Charlotte, Atlanta and Dallas New York City. Telephone Circle 7-3100.
"Quigpubco, New York." Maren route West. At the studio Gold Cabletinaddress
Quigley, Editor-in-Chief and Publisher;
will join Murray Silverstone, company Colvin Brown, Vice-President and General
Manager; Watterson R. Rothacker, Vicehead, in conferences on 1940-'41 dis- President; Sam Shain, Editor; James A.
tribution plans. Mrs. Gold is accom- Cron, Advertising manager; Chicago Bureau.
624
South Hollywood
Michigan Avenue,
B. O'Neill,
panying the executive.
manager;
Bureau, C.Postal
Union
Life Building, Boone Mancall, manager, William R. Weaver, Editor; London Bureau, 4.
'Daughter' to State
Golden Square, London Wl, Hope Williams,
Paramount's "The Farmer's Daugh- manager, cable address "Quigpubco, London." All contents copyrighted 1940 by Quigter" will be first run at Loew's State
ley Publishing Company, Inc. Other Quigley
on Broadway the week starting Feb. publications:
Motion Picture Herald, Better
15. The State seldom shows a pic- Theatres, International Motion Picture Almanac and Fame. Entered as second class
ture first run. Paramount's "Gulli- matter, Sept. 23, 1938, at the post office at
ver's Travels," which ran four weeks New York, N. Y., under the act of March
at the Paramount, was originally 3,
1879. Subscription rates per year $6 in the
Americas and $12 foreign. Single copies 10c.
I booked for the State on that date.
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member of the family should see."
- E. J>f Los Angeles Examiner

Baker's 'The Play's The Thing' idea."
- Philip K. Scheuer, Los Angeles Times
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- "A solid piece of wide-appeal merchandise
. . . The story is one of the two or three most

- "An appealing picture, and should click
strongly . . . DIFFERENT.
A genuine accom-

written."
— M. P. Herald

plishment;" -Film Daily

completely

stories

escapist

ever

- "Definitely

"The kind of film the whole family can enjoy . . . ACTION
AND EXCITEMENT. . . Has
deep appeal for all those with a desire to
'get away
- "An

from

it alt.' "

outstanding

pi

among

RKO

Radio* s BIG

TURES of the year."

PIC-

—Boxomce

- "Real entertainment . . . moving, human
drama . . . stirring action atud thrilling spectacle .. . HAS ALL THE EARMARKS
OF A

— At. P. Daily

SOCH

— Variety Daily
inment."

HIT

AT

THE

BOX

OFFICE."
— Hollywood Reporter

with

EDDI
THOMAS

MITCHELL

BARTHOLOMEW

TIM

HOLT

Directed by BP WARD

LUDWIG

TERRY

BABY

Produced by GCNf TOWNS

and GRAHAM

BOBBY
BAKER

KILBURN

QUILL

AN

Screen Play by Walter Ferris. Gene Towns and Graham Btskm
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Motion

'Wind'
Smash

With

Loop

Picture

Academy's
Music
Nominations
Listed

Lead

$65,100

Chicago, Feb. 6. — "Gone With the
Wind" broke records at the Oriental
and Woods. The Oriental grossed
$48,200 and the Woods $16,900. The
Chicago, with "The Fighting 69th"
* and Andy Devine in person was another smash at $46,800.
Estimated takings for the week ending Jan. 31-Feb. 3 :
"Remember the Night" (Para.)
APOLLO— (1,400) (3Sc-55c-75c) 5 days.
Gross: $4,000. (Average, $6,000)
"The Fighting 68th" (W. B.)
CHICAGO— (4,000) (3Sc-5Sc-7Sc) 7 days.
Stage: Andy Devine with Revue. Gross:
$46,800. (Average, $32,000)
"A Child Is Born" (W. B.)
GARRICK— (1,000) (35c-55c-75c) 7 days,
2nd week. Gross: $4,200. (Average, $5,000)
"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
ORIENTAL—
(3,200) daily.
(75c-$l,iQ-$l:.50)
days.
Three shows
Gross: $48,200.7
(Average, $13,000)
"The Invisible Man" (Univ.)
"The Flying Deuces" (RKO)
PALACE— (2,500) (35c-55c-75c) 7 days.
Gross: $12,600. (Average, $12,000)
"Housekeeper's Daughter" (U. A.)
ROOSEVELT — (1,300) (35c-55c-75c) 7
days. Gross: $12,800. (Average, $11,000)
"Henry Goes Arizona" (M-G-M)
STATE-LAKE— (2,700) (25c-35c-50c) 7
days. Stage: Sterling Holloway and Revue.
Gross: $14,600. (Average, $12,000)
"Judge Hardy and Son" (M-G-M)
UNITED ARTISTS— (1,700) (35c-55c-75c)
7 days. Gross: $15,300. (Average, $14,000)
"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
WOODS— (1,100) ($1.10-$1.50) 7 days. Two
shows daily. Gross: $16,900)

Hollywood, Feb. 6. — Nominations
in the music division for the Academy
of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences
awards, are as follows.
Best original score: "Dark Victory," Max Steiner ; "Eternally
Yours," Werner Janssen ; "Gone
With the Wind," Max Steiner; "Gulliver's Travels," Victor Young ; "Man
in the Iron Mask," Lud Gluskin and
Lucien Moraweck ; "Man of Conquest," Victor Young; "Of Mice and
Men," Aaron Copeland ; "Nurse Edith
Cavell," Anthony Collins ; "The Rains
Came," Alfred Newman ; "Wizard of
Oz," Herbert Stothart and George E.
Stoll;
Newman."Wuthering Heights," Alfred
Best score regardless of source of
music : "Babes in Arms," George E.
Stoll and Roger Edens ; "Elizabeth
and Essex," Erick Wolfgang Korngold ; "First Love," Charles Previn ;
"Great Victor Herbert," Louis Lipstone; "Hunchback of Notre Dame,"
Al Newman ; "Intermezzo," Lou
Forbes; "Mr. Smith Goes to Washington," Dimitry Tiomkin ; "Of Mice
and Men," S. S. Van Keuren ; "She
Married a Cop," Cy Feuer ; "Stagecoach," Richard Haveman, Frank
Harling, John Leipold and Leo
Shuken ; "Swanee River," Louis
Silvers; "They Shall Have Music,"
Alfred Newman ; "Way Down
South," Victor Young.

'Wind9

New

Haven
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May Ease Quebec
Children Film Ban
Montreal, Feb. 6.— Possibilities of a change in the
law, to permit Quebec children to attend films, were
hinted today by Wilfrid Girouard, Attorney General.
The Government was reported not opposed to the
plan to permit children to
see pictures, carefully selected by a board of religious
and other leaders interested
in educational development
and moral safeguarding of
minors.

SAG

Flare-Up

Wins

Philadelphia

Gives

Big

'Wind'

$72,000

Philadelphia, Feb. 6.— "Gone
With the Wind," in its second week
at the Earle, established a new house
record with $41,000 and at the Bow^
took $31,000. "The Fighting 69rxV
gave the Fox $29,000.
Estimated takings for the week ending Feb.
2 : (Univ.)
"Green
Hell"
"The Light That Failed" (Para.)
ALDINE— (1,700) (32c-42c-57c-68c) 4 days,
3"Balalaika"
days. Gross:
$8,100. (Average, $8,000)
(M-G-M)

ARCADIA— (600) (32c-42c-57c) 3rd run, 6
days; 2nd
week, 1 day. Gross: $4,200. (Average, $2,600)
'One Union' Support
"Gone With the Wind'' (M-G-M)
BOYD^(2,400) (86c-$1.14-$1.71) 7 days,
(Continued from page 1)
2nd week. Gross: $31,000. (Average, $13,000)
exercise too great, an influence in "Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
EARLE— (4,000) (75c-$1.14) 7 days, 2nd
week. Gross: $41,000. (Average, $14,000)
Equity affairs.
"The Fighting 69th" (W. B.)
Union officials in New York declare
FOX— (3,000) (32c-42c-57c-68c)
7 days.
that they are mystified by the sudden Gross: $29,000. (Average, $13,000)
"The Shop Around the Corner" (M-G-M)
flare-up of the S. A. G. on the ques- "Music In My Heart" (Col.)
tion of reorganization.
KARLTON— (1,000) (32c-42c-57c-68c) 2nd
run, 2nd
week, 6$3,000)
days; 1 day. Gross: $4,(Average,
It was pointed out yesterday that 000.
"Raffles"
(U.
A.)
"Brother
Rat
and
A Baby" (W. B.)
the report of Bernard Reis, accountant who was assigned to study the isKEITH'S — (2,200) (32c-42c-57c-68c) 2nd
sue, is due on Feb. 15. With such
6 days;$3,500)
2nd run, 1 day. Gross: $4,600.
a short period remaining, officials here run,
(Average,
believe that the S. A. G. action was "His Girl Friday" (Col.)
STANLEY
(3,700)(Average,
(32c -42c -57c
-68c) 7
Gross: —$22,000.
$14,000)
On the other hand, the Guild asserts days.
premature.
"He Married His Wife" (20th-Fox)
that administrative policies need not
STANTON — (1,700) (32c-42c-57c) 7 days.
Gross: $4,500. (Average, $4,500)
await the accountant's report. However, it is believed that assurances
given Monday night in Hollywood
may satisfy S. A. G. that the other 'Girl Friday9 Pulls
branches have accepted the basic principle of establishing one big union.
$13,500, Cincinnati
Kenneth Thomson, S. A. G. executive secretary, has failed to announce
Cincinnati, Feb. 6. — "His Girl
whether he will accept a temporary Friday" took $13,500 at the RKO
post with A. G. V. A. The S. A. G. Palace, and "The Cisco Kid and the
board is expected to decide tomorrow Lady," plus Count Berni Vici's
Francaise" on the RKO
whether it will permit Thomson to "Comedie
take a leave of absence if he wishes Shubert stage, gave that house $13,to help A. G. V. A.
000.
The subcommittee named to meet
Estimated takings for the week endwith Mrs. Holt, Heller and Greaza
ing Jan. 31-Feb. 2 :
on the Coast consists of Walter Abel, "The Shop Around the Corner" (M-G-M)
RKO ALBEE— (3,300) (35c-42c) 7 days.
Lucille Gleason and Noel Madison. Gross:
$11,000. (Average, $12,000)
Girl Friday" (Col.)
The first two are Equity members. "His
000)
Thomson is also sitting in on the
RKO PALACE— (2,700) (35c-42c) 7 days.
Gross: $13,500. (Average, $10,000)
Coast conferences.
"The Cisco Kid and the Lady" (2»th-Fox)
RKO SCHUBERT— (2,150) (40c-60c) 7
days.
Stage: Gross:
Count $13,000.
Berni Vici's
"Comedie
Francaise."
(Average,
$10,Settle Trust Suits;
"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
RKO CAPITOL— (2,000) (75c-$l-$1.50) 7
Trend
Denial Made days,
6th week.
at 35c-42c,
scale, Gross:
$6,500) $16,500. (Average,
"The Invisible Man Returns" (Univ.)
Major companies who are defenRKO $4,300.
LYRIC—
(1,400) (25c-40c)
7 days.
dants in local anti-trust suits or other Gross:
(Average,
$5,000)
DaysDetective"
of Jesse James"
litigation always have attempted to "The
"Private
(W. B.)(Repub.)
find some equitable settlement or
RKO
FAMILY—
(1,000)
(15c-25c) 4 days.
means of adjudicating differences in Gross: $1,500. (Average, $1,500)
"Big
Guy"
(Univ.)
advance of going to trial, home office "Money to Burn" (Repub.)
attorneys said yesterday in commentRKO FAMILY— (1,000) (15c-25c) 3 days.
ing on reports that the recent settle- Gross: $700. (Average, $900)
ment of several suits indicated a new "The Great Victor Herbert" (Para.)
KEITH'S— (1,500) (30c-40c) 7 days, 2nd
week. Gross: $3,500. (Average, $6,000)
procedure.
The settlement efforts are matterof-course in almost any suit arising
out of complaints concerning product
Music Hall Reception
supply and unreasonable clearance, it
was said. The fact that more suits
Dr. Alfredo Wyss,. descendant of
are not settled without a trial indicates
of "Swiss Family Robinonly that the companies were unable the author
son," and a number of distinguished
to get together with complainants on Swiss residents of New York will
what they regarded as an equitable attend a reception tomorrow at the
solution.
Music Hall in connection with the

Smash
at $21,000
'Wind9 with $42,000
New Haven, Feb. 6. — The College
Sweeps Providence Loew-Poli house, soared to $21,000 on
Providence, Feb. 6.— Playing three "Gone With the Wind." "Geronimo"
shows a day at Loew's State, "Gone and "Rio" at the Paramount grossed
With the Wind" grossed $42,000. Only $6,000, up by $2,000 from average.
other good showing was at the Strand
Estimated takings for the week ending Feb. 1 :
where "Remember the Night" and
"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
"Renegade Trails" drew $8,000.
COLLEGE — (1,499) (75c-$1.10-$1.50) 7
Estimated takings for the week end- days,
3 shows daily. Gross: $21,000.
ing Jan. 30-Feb. 1 :
(Average, $2,700)
"A Child Is Born" (W. B.)
"The Shop Around the Corner" (M-G-M)
"The Saint's Double Trouble" (RKO)
"Nick Carter, Master Detective" (M-G-M)
LOEW-POLI— (3,040) (35c-50c) 7 days.
RKO-ALBEE— (2,239) (25c-35c-50c) 7 days.
Gross: $6,700. (Average, $6,000)
Gross: $8,500. (Average, $8,000)
"Geronimo"
"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
"Rio" (Univ.)(Para.)
LOEW'S
STATE—
(3,232)
(75c-$1.10-$1.65)
7 days. Gross: $42,000. (Average, $11,000)
PARAMOUNT— (2,348) (35c-50c) 7 days.
Gross:
$6,000.
(Average, $4,000)
"Invisible Stripes" (W. B.)
"Raffles"
(U. A.)
"The Gentleman From Arizona" (Mono.)
MAJESTIC— (2,250) (25c-35c-50c) 7 days. "Cisco Kid and the Lady" (20th-Fox)
Gross: $6,000. (Average, $7,000)
ROGER SHERMAN— (2,200) (35c-S0c) 7
days. Gross: $5,500. (Average, $5,000)
"Remember the Night" (Para.)
"Renegade Trails" (Para.)
STRAND— (2,200) (25c-35c-50c) 7 days.
Gross: $8,000. (Average, $6,000)
Films Needn9t Fear
"British Intelligence" (W. B.)
FAY'S— (1,800) (25c-35c-40c) 7 days.
Television — Morton
Stage
Jenkins'
(Continued from page 1)
Mildredshow
and with
Gus Polly
Mulcahy;
BertPlowboys;
Walton;
Jesse James; the Eno Troupe. Gross: hat and coat and go out of the house
$5,000. (Average, $6,500)
"The Shop Around the Corner" (M-G-M) on at least one evening of the week.
"Joe and Ethel Turp Call on the President" And the family goes with her. In
(M-G-M)
the prosperity.
theatre's guarantee of conCARLTON— (1,526) (25c-35c-50c) 7 days, that is tinued
2nd week. Gross: $2,000. (Average, $3,500)
"Eternally Yours" (U. A.) (3 days)
"Television needs motion pictures
and we have been trying very hard to
"Tower of London" (Univ.) (3 days)
"Destry Rides Again" (Univ.) (4 days)
convince motion pictures that they
"High School" (20th-Fox) (4 days)
EMPIRE — (2,200) (20c -30c) 2nd run. need television. Movies will form a
Gross: $1,300. (Average, $1,700)
substantial part of television programming and, as time goes on, we will be
Stock Suit Hearing
able to pay their prices for them."
New York Supreme Court Justice
Ice Revue Sets Record
Valente yesterday referred an application of Educational Films Co., Inc.
St. Louis, Feb. 6. — Sonja Henie
and Canadian Educational Films Co., and her ice revue established a new
Ltd., to dismiss a $10,000,000 stock- record here for a week's engagement
holder suit to Referee Paul J. Mc- of any single theatrical enterprise,
Cauley for hearings. Federal Judge grossing $120,000 during six nights.
Bondy appointed James F. Dealy as The entire week was marked by subThe major
attorney for James A. Davidson, rezero weather. More than 80,000 per- go to trial
ceiver of Educational in its banksons packed the Arena here each night than consent
to see the show.
ruptcy proceedings.
be an unjust

ondistributors
any suit w'ould
of therather
kind
to what they believed to
settlement, it was said.

premiere
thereTerry
of RKO's
filmfeatured
of the
same title.
Kilburn,
player, and Gene Towne, producer,
also will attend.
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Ontario
SEC

Reports

Stock

Sales

ByWm.Goetz
{Continued from page 1)
to 2,100 shares held direct, 1,000
through Holding Company A, 4,000
'^rough Holding Company B and 600
-S)ugh a trust; acquisition of 300
shares of Keith- Albee-Orpheum preferred by Malcolm Kingsberg, New
York, director, giving him a total of
500 shares, and disposition of 300
shares of the same stock by Michael
J. Meehan, holder of more than 10
per cent of the stock, reducing his
holdings to 26,504 shares, and acquisition of 100 Columbia Pictures common voting trust certificates by Abraham Schneider, bringing his total to
504.
In Columbia Broadcasting System,
Lawrence W. Lowman reported the
disposition of 394 shares of Class A
stock, reducing his holdings to 3,400
shares, and James M. Seward disposed of 200 shares of Class B, his
entire interest.

Circuit Takes Over
Free Milk Project
Lake Charles, La., Feb. 6. —
' When a city project to furnish nearly 200 school children with free milk was
faced with failure as money
ran out, officials of the
Southern Amusement Co.,
through George Baillio,
president, announced that - it
would sponsor continuation
of the program in the future.
The circuit operates four
houses in Lake Charles.

4U'

Studying

Plans

Of Recapitalization
Several plans of recapitalization are
under consideration by Universal, but
no final decision is likely to be made
in the immediate future, company officials said yesterday.
Action of the company's preferred
stocks on the New York Stock Exchange in registering a gain of almost
25 points in the past two weeks is
based on anticipation of a recapitalization plan which will make provision
for the five years of accumulated, unAustralia Allowing
paid dividends on the preferred.
Investors obviously are expecting a
Export of Currency new issue of securities for which the
(Continued from page 1)
outstanding preferred will be exyear. Production is also starting at
changed, with shares of a new comtwo or three other studios.
mon to be issued in payment of accumulated dividends.
The production of official films for
propaganda purposes is planned by the
Information Propaganda Board. Film
representatives on the board are Ber- Whole Play and Cast
Will Go on Television
nard Freeman, M-G-M managing director and chairman of the Motion
"When We Are Married," BroadPicture Distributors Association ; Ken
way legitimate play, without cuts and
Hall, Cinesound studios ; Gordon Ellis,
representing distribution, and Sam with the regular cast, will be presented by NBC's television station
Snider, representing exhibition.
These films will run about 1,000 feet Sunday night, Feb. 25. The cast will
and will be made at no cost to the receive a full week's salary for the
performance and two rehearsals. This
Government. Regular rentals will be will
be the first time that a complete
charged exhibitors, however. Alex- Broadway show will go intact before
ander Korda's "The Lion Has television cameras.
Wings," which was made with the
NBC refused to reveal what amount
cooperation of the British Governit
was paying for the show. The proment, is doing big business here.
ducer will receive a flat fee out of
which he must pay the cast. Several
months ago Max Gordon was forced
Nick, Weston
Ouster
to
cancel a preview of "Very Warm
Upheld in St. Louis
for May" because of Equity's insisSt. Louis, Feb. 6. — The ouster of
tence on a full week's pay.
John P. Nick, deposed head of the operators' union, and Clyde Weston,
business agent, from control of Local January Billings
143 last April by Circuit Judge ErSet NBC
Record
nest F. Oakley was upheld today by
NBC gross billings reached a new
the St. Louis Court of Appeals.
high during January when $4,405,208
The opinion affirmed Judge Oak- was grossed over the Red and Blue
ley's refusal to revoke the appointment networks. The increase over the same
of receivers for the union. The opin- month last year was 9.2 per cent, and
ion stated in part that "on the record
before us there is no escape from the was 2.9 per cent over December,
conclusion that there was no redress 1939. The Red grossed $3,496,393 for
January, an increase of 8.9 per cent
to be had by the plaintiffs by an ap- over the same month last year, while
peal to tribunals within the organiza- the Blue grossed $908,815, an increase
tion." Nick and Weston were "either of 10.5 per cent.
powerless or unwilling" to deny the
evidence against them, the opinion
added.
Club Postpones Dinner
Kansas City, Feb. 6. — The Variety Club inaugural dinner and dance,
Bioff's Extradition
set for Feb. 8, has been indefinitely
Hearing Set Feb. IS postponed due to conflicting dates.
Sacramento, Cal., Feb. 6. — GoverRobinson as Franklin
nor Olson today set Feb. 13 as the
Hollywood, Feb. 6. — Edward G.
date of the extradition hearing for
William Bioff, I.A.T.S.E. leader, Robinson will be starred by Warners
sought by Chicago authorities, who in "Benjamin Franklin." William
charge he failed to serve a six-month Dieterle, who has been given a new
contract, will direct.
jail term 18 years ago.

Tax

Amusement

Aims

Coast

Dropped

Toronto, Feb. 6. — The Ontario
Government has abandoned its plan
for restoration of the amusement tax
during the present session of the legislature because of many protests
against the restoration of the tax, according to a semi-official announcement.
The Government had planned to
revive the ticket tax, which was abolished in 1937, in order to obtain $2,000,000 additional revenue annually,
but the proposal has been dropped in
the face of objections from theatre,
zations. sport, hotel and other organilabor,
"We've been swamped with protests," declared a Government representative. "Since it is difficult and
costly to collect and in view of the
great resentment, the Government has
decided
forget
Theatreto and
filmit."
exchange corporations will be called upon to pay an increased profits tax, however, in what
is regarded as an alternative measure
which has been introduced in the legislature by Gordon Conant, attorneygeneral. It provides an increase from
2 per cent to 5 per cent in the Provincial levy on corporation income in
all industries. The Conant bill has
received its first reading.
The decision of the national Canadian Government to hold a general
election March 26, because of criticism of the war program, has had
the effect of postponing film taxation
measures. The next session of the
Canadian Parliament will not be held
until late in April.

Have

27

Films

Now

in

Work

Hollywood, Feb. 6. — Twenty-seven
pictures were before the cameras this
week, as six finished and six started.
Twentieth Century-Fox ■ leads with
seven productions in work. Sixteen are
being prepared and 62 are in the cutting rooms.
The tally by studio:
COLUMBIA— Finished: "Too Many HusIn Work:
"The Doctor
M-G-M
— Finished1:
"The Takes
Ghosta Wife."
Comes
In. Work: "40 Little Mothers," "Two
Girls on Broadway," "Edison, the Man,"
anbands."
untitled Dr. Kildare, "Waterloo
Started:
Home.""Pride and Prejudice."
MONOGRAM — Finished: "Cheyenne Kid."
PARAMOUNT
— In Work: "Destiny."
Bridge." In
PRINCIPAL—
Work: "Our Town."
RICO — In Work:
"My Favorite Wife,"
"Curtain Call."
Started: "The Romantic Mr. Hinklin."
REPUBLIC: In Work: "Pioneers of the
Started: "Forgotten Girl."
20TH
CENTURY-FOX— In Work: "I
Was An Adventuress." "Viva Cisco
Kid," "Sailor's Lady," "Earthbound,"
"Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star," "LilStarted:
Chan's "The
Cruise."
lian "Charlie
Russell."Finished:
UNIVERSAL—
House of
West."
Seven Gables." "Enemy Agent."
In Work: "It's a Date," "Alias the
Started: "Ma! He's Making Eyes at Me."
WARNERS— Finished: "Three Cheers for
In Deason."
Work: "We Shall Meet Again," "Satthe
urday's Children."
Started:Irish."
"Sea
Hawk."

'Lincoln'
Theatre

Not

Liable

For Robbed Patron
An exhibitor is not responsible for
the assault and robbery of a woman
patron in the rest room of the theatre, despite the fact that no attendant is in charge, according to a ruling
of the Appellate Division of the N. Y.
Supreme Court.
In the case of Cora L. Hart, Brooklyn, who was robbed at the Broadway Paramount in 1934, the higher
court
on the
reason

upheld the lower court's dismissal of Miss Hart's suit for $3,000,
ground that the theatre had no
to anticipate the assault.

Ampa

Hears Film
Stars Tomorrow

Mary Howard, who plays Ann Rutledge in "Abe Lincoln in Illinois,"
and Terry Kilburn of the cast of
"Goodbye, Mr. Chips" and "Swiss
Family Robinson" are on the program
for the Ampa luncheon meeting tomorrow at 12 :45 p.m. at Jack Dempsey's Eighth Ave. restaurant.
Others scheduled to appear are Joan
Edwards, singer, and Katherine Conrad, European actress.
Discrimination
Is Sent

Studios

Bill

to Lehman

Albany, Feb. 6. — The New York
Assembly last night unanimously

Price

at Popular

at Philadelphia

Philadelphia, Feb. 6. — "Abe Lincoln in Illinois," originally scheduled
to be roadshown here, will open at a
Warner Bros, theatre at popular
prices instead, because of congested
booking schedules at suitable houses.
Both the Boyd and the Earle are
occupiedis with
"Gone
Withfortheindefinite
Wind,"
which
in both
houses
runs. However, RKO and Warners
reached an agreement over the weekend on terms for "Abe Lincoln" and
a local Warner engagement for the
picture will be set soon.
Elsewhere, the RKO picture is beuled.
ing roadshown as originally schedPictures
At

Press

of Industry
Photo

Show

Entitled "Bird's Eye View," a
photo of the Music Hall following removal of the 6th Ave. L is included in
the fifth annual exhibition of the
Press Photographers Association of
New York, Inc., which opened yesterday in the Empire State Building.
James Sileo, cameraman noted in the
industry, contributed the picture.
Various shots of the Music Hall
Rockettes, vaudeville performers and
a Christmas celebration in the Vitaphone Studio, Brooklyn, also taken by
Sileo, are on display.

Two 'Ehrlich' Dates
"Dr.
Ehrlich's Magic Bullet," Warpassed Senator Charles Perry's bill to
amend the Civil Rights Law to prener film, will open tomorrow at the
vent discrimination by labor organiza- Warner, Memphis, and at the Virtions. The Senate previously had
ginia, Charleston, W. Va., on Friday,
passed the measure, which now goes the first of a series of pre-release key
to Governor Lehman.
city engagements.
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Motion

'Wind'

Picture

Reviews

Grosser,

"Charlie Chan in Panama"
(20th Century-Fox)
Hollywood, Feb. 6. — The maximum of entertainment with the miniSan Francisco, Feb. 6. — "Gone
mum of extraneous matter — the Sol Wurtzel style — is embodied in
With the Wind" soared to $40,500 in
"Charlie
Chan in Panama," a tersely told melodrama which places the
the first week at the Warfield. "The famed Chinese
detective in the Canal Zone on a search for spies atFighting 69th," with "Calling Philo
tempting to sabotage the Canal as the United States fleet goes through.
Vance," drew $22,500 at the Fox.
Estimated takings for the week end- One of the best "Chans" in the veteran series, the film again has Sidney
Toler in the title role and Sen Yung as one of his sons.
ing Jan. 30-Feb. 2 :
"Charlie McCarthy, Detective" (Univ.)
Others in the cast are Jean Rogers, Lionel Atwill, Mary Nash, Kane
GOLDEN GATE — (2,850) (35c-40c-55c) 7
days. Stage: Vaudeville.
Gross: $14,500. Richmond, Chris-Pin Martin, Lionel Royce, Helen Ericson, Jack La
(Average, $15,000)
Rue, Edwin Stanley, Don Douglas, Frank Puglia, Addison Richards
"Destry Rides Again" (Univ.)
and Edward Keane.
"The Amazing Mr. Williams" (Col.)
ORPHEUM— (2,440) (15c-35c-40c) 7 days,
Norman Foster achieved an unusual quality of tenseness in his direc5th week. Gross: $6,500. Average, $8,000)
tion of the meaty screenplay of John Larkin and Lester Ziffren.
"Fighting 69th" (W. B.)
"Calling Philo Vance" (W. B.)
Toler,
disguised as a hat vender in Panama City to track down spies
FOX — (5,000) (15c-30c-35c-40c) 7 days.
Gross: $22,500. (Average, $16,000)
attempting
to sabotage the locks, is exposed unwittingly by his son. Fol"Remember the Night" (Para.)
lowing aseries of deductions and dangers, he brings all the suspects to"Mutiny in the Big House" (Mono.)
PARAMOUNT— (2,740) (15c-30c-35c-40c) 7
gether in a power house in which explosives are planted and forces the
days. Gross: $10,000. (Average, $11,500)
master
criminal to expose himself.
"Of Mice and Men" (U. A.)
UNITED ARTISTS— (1,200) (15c-35c-40cRunning time, 66 minutes. "G."*
Vance King
55c) 7 days. Gross: $10,800. (Average,
$8,000)
"Shop Around the Corner" (M-G-M)
"City of Chance" (20th-Fox)
ST. FRANCIS — (1,400) (15c-30c-35c-40c) 7 "Parole Fixer"
days, 2nd week. Gross: $5,500. (Average, (Paramount)
$6,000)
"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
Hollywood, Feb. 6. — Paramount's "Parole Fixer" is the second film
WARFIELD— (2,680) (75c-$1.10) 7 days.
Gross: $40,500. (Average, $12,000)
to be made from F. B. I. Director John Edgar Hoover's "Persons in
"Port of Shadows" (Film Alliance)
CLAY— (400) (15c-35c-40c) 7 days. Gross: Hiding," and it deals in straightforward fashion with the intimate de$1,200. (Average, $1,000)
tails of the G-Men's work in solving crimes with microscopes and then
bringing the criminals to justice with guns and prison terms.
"Serenade in Capri" (Esperia)
LARKIN — (390) (15c-35c-40c) 7 days.
As the title indicates, the plot has to do with the obtaining of paroles
Gross: $900. (Average, $1,000)
by criminals through influential, often misguided and sometimes dishonest, persons. It is action throughout, from the showing of F. B. I.
Injunction Refused
men being trained in criminal detection and marksmanship every
Hits

$40,500
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Frisco

Hollywood
Big
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Brevities

A SECOND
for
short wavecommercial
broadcastssponsor
has been
obtained by NBC, it was disclosed
yesterday by L. P. Yandell, executive
in charge of commercializing short
wave broadcasts.
Marking the first time that a Mfe"^
wave under commercial
sponsorship,
fight has been broadcast by *-'""t
the Joe Louis-Arturo Godoy bout will
be beamed to Latin America under
the sponsorship of Standard Oil of
New Jersey and its affiliates, West
India Oil Co., Standard Oil of Cuba,
Standard Oil of Brazil and the Compagnia De Petrolio Lago.
Eli Canel, director of the Spanish
sports hour, will do the blow-by-blow
description and Alfred Barrett will
do the announcing between rounds.
Adams Hats will sponsor the show
over NBC-Blue. The only other sponFruitsorCo.
using short wave is the United
Personalities in the News
John, Barrymore zvill make his
first radio appearance of the season as
"Celebrity"
George Jessel's
guest on tomorrow
program
night at
8 P. M.
over NBC -Red. . . . Charles Laughton
and his wife, Elsa Lanchester, will

over
CBS onMonday
at 9Radio
P. M.Theatre"
... _
the "Lux
be guests
William A. Farren, who zvas with
the NBC announcing staff for seven
years and a commentator for Para^
mount News, has resigned from the
In Anti-Trust Suit eighteen months, to the final capture of a band of kidnapers led by a network to free lance. His first show
Motion for a temporary injunction grafting attorney and two paroled convicts.
is the "Gospel Singers" over W OR.
The cast consists of William Henry, Virginia Dale, Robert Paige,
in the anti-trust suit of the 395 AmuseNiles Trammel!, NBC executive
ment Corp., operator of the Gloria, Gertrude Michael, Richard Denning, Faye Helm, Anthony Quinn, Har- vice-president, has returned to . his
Brooklyn, was denied yesterday by
vey Stephens, Marjorie Gateson, Charlotte Wynters, Lyle Talbot and desk after a week's siege of inFederal Judge Grover M. Moskowitz.- Louise Beavers, all of whom perform capable characterizations with
fluenza. .. . Glenn Miller's band took
Suit, pending in the Brooklyn Federal
Block's
annual in
WNEWMartin
popularity
poll. semi. . .
Court, names as defendants Samuel Miss Gateson, as the society woman whose effecting of a parole for a top honors
Rinzler, Louis Frisch, William Yost, criminal leads to the kidnapping of her daughter doing one of the out- Starting Monday, Zasu Pitts zvill be
standing portrayals.
20th Century-Fox Film Corp., Warin "Big Sister" over CBS MonWilliam Lipman and Horace McCoy wrote the screenplay and Robert heard days
ner Bros. Pictures, Inc., Faramount
through Fridays at 11 :30 A.M.
Pictures, Inc., Universal Corp., Vita- Florey directed, all of them collaborating on a picture which is outstanding for its type. Edward T. Lowe was the associate producer.
graph, Inc., and the Big U Film ExDisney As Crosby's Guest
change, RKO, Columbia and Republic
Walt Disney will discuss the
Running time, 60 minutes, "G."*
Vance King
were originally named in the suit but
problems of putting a popular chilhave since been dropped from the list.
dren's book here on films tomorPlaintiff in the suit charges that the *"G" denotes general classification.
row when he will be guest of Bing
Clinton, Randforce theatre in the vicinity of the Gloria, was granted an
CrosbyNBC-Red.
on the "Kraft
Music Hall"
over
Ralph Bellamy
and
Bill in Rhode
Island Legion Approves 11
unfair preference in clearance.
Mischa Levitsky also will be guests.
Early trial of the suit is expected. Allows Sunday
Of 12 New Pictures
Plays
Barton Adds Two to Staff
National Legion of Decency has
Providence, Feb. 6. — Representa- approved 11 of the 12 films reviewed
More Cash Denied
Francis Barton, head of the CBS
tive John R. Cioci has introduced in for the current week. Seven are
To Trust Division the Rhode Island legislature the first classified as unobjectionable for gen- program service department, announced yesterday that Yasha Frank
measure pertaining to the entertainment business.
Washington, Feb. 6. — Avowedly
eral patronage, four as unobjection- and Richard Voynou had been added
able
for
adults
and
one
objectionable
impelled by the need for economy, the
The bill would permit Sunday legiti- in part. Films and their classification to his staff. Frank, formerly director
House Appropriations Committee tomate performances in Providence,
of the WPA Children's Theatre, will
day denied Assistant Attorney General Woonsocket, Burrillville, West War- follow :
direct the creative end of new proClass
A-l,
Unobjectionable
for
Gengrams and integrate programming
Thurman Arnold's request for $1,wick, Central Falls, Cranston, Paw600,000 for enforcement of the anti- tucket and Newport, if such shows are
eral Patronage — "British Intelligence," with commercial announcements.
trust laws during the coming fiscal approved by local licensing authorities. "El Gairlan," "Marines Fly High," Voynou, formerly manager of WICC,
year. The Committee approved an
"Village Barn Dance," "Northwest Bridgeport, and WEAN, Providence,
appropriation for $1,250,000, refusing
Passage," "Overture to Glory," "Swiss will handle the staff end of selling
to add $400,000 above the budget es- 'Rebecca' Premiere
Family Robinson." Class A-2, Untimate.
objectionable for Adults — "Buried
At Miami March
22 Alive," "Grapes of Wrath," "Lone programs. Favorite Question
Handles Cuban Newsreel
World premiere of "Rebecca" has Wolf Strikes," "Wolf of New York."
"Professor Quiz" whose program is
Havana, Feb. 6. — Charles B. Gar- been set by United Artists for March Class B, Objectionable in Part — "Tor- heard over CBS has been keeping tabs
rett, formerly in charge of Mono- 22 at the Lincoln Theatre, Miami.
on the question most frequently sent
ture Ship.'
Following its premiere, the picture
to him by radio listeners. In slightly
gram's foreign exchange operations in
M.
A.
Gasaway
Dies
New York, has been appointed distri- will run day and date at the Lincoln
more
than three years, the same quesbution manager of Noticiario Cine- and Surf theatres. The picture also
tion has been submitted over 40,000
Tuscola, 111., Feb. 6. — M. A. Gasamatografico Cubano, Cuban newsreel. is scheduled to open in Dallas and
way, 65, part owner and manager of times. It is :
The newsreel is issued weekly under Buffalo, March 23, and will have its the Strand here, died at his home fol"Brothers and sisters have I none,
lowing astroke. His wife, a son and
the sponsorship of radio station CMQ New York premiere at the Music Hall
but that man's father is my father's
two daughters survive.
and El Crisol, local newspaper.
shortly thereafter.
son. Who is that man?"

v
iuVE
IV
RE
MO
RE
DO
T
NOT
O NO
PICTURE

Alert,
MOTION

First in

tion

and

Picture
Industry

DAILY

47. NO. 29

Film

NEW

Workers

Unions
Iron

Seek

Higher

London

Wage

Exhibitors Sympathetic,
But Voice Protest
London, Feb. 7.— A deputation of
film employe groups today asked a
wage increase of 12% per cent from
the London Branch of the Cinematograph Exhibitors Association. This
is the first direct move for wage increases in a long period.
The C.E.A., while expressing sympathy with the desire for increases,
protested the inability of exhibitors to
pass on the cost of such increases
pending the remission of the entertainments tax.

YORK, U. S. A., THURSDAY,

Out

Boards

on

FEBRUARY

Must

Act

Hollywood, Feb. 7.— Having reached
an understanding on important controversial issues, negotiators from the
Screen Actors Guild, American Federation of Radio Artists and Actors
Equity today prepared to obtain their

TEN
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Coast

Disputes;

Impartial

Anti-Ascap
Paramount, M-G-M
To Close Monday
M-G-M and Paramount
home offices will close a halfday
on United
Monday,Artists
Lincoln's
Birthday.
and
several others have not yet
decided on the holiday. The
New York Stock Exchange
and
closed.the city's banks will be

Net Assets $28,000,
respective board's approval of the proposed disposal of the disputed problems.
GN Trustee Reports
S.A.G. will hold a special meeting
Grand National's net assets total
tomorrow night to hear the commit$28,000
after payment of administratee's report and the A.F.R.A. board
tion expenses to date, Harry G. Fromis expected to act at the same time.
berg, trustee, stated yesterday in an
Emily Holt, A.F.R.A. executive sec- affidavit which for the first time reretary ;George Heller, her assistant,
vealed liquidated assets of the company.
and Walter Greaza, of Equity, flew
Total gross assets of G. N. will apback to New York today. The Equity
proximate $60,000 on a conservative
council meets Tuesday.
estimate, Fromberg revealed, and adAfter
conferences
yesterday,
the
organization's
council
ministration expenses at present total
willTheconsider
the mattergeneral
next week
on representatives of the three branches
$32,000. Referee Peter B. Olney, Jr.,
a national basis, with a view to pos- issued a joint statement that all difof the affidavit, ausible approaches to the Chancellor of
ferences had been settled. The con- on the strength
thorized Fromberg to meet a payroll
the Exchequer on the entertainment
ferences had been so successful, the of $2,830 for the week ending Feb. 5.
tax situation.
statement set forth, that a plan for
The trustee has at hand in bank
Transport firms have demanded a regular conferences in both New York deposits the sum of $38,148 which will
wage increase of 15 per cent. The and Hollywood would be recom- be reduced to approximately $20,000
C.E.A. plans to offer a raise, but mended.
by payment of claims against it, the
hopes at a joint meeting Friday to
Details of reorganization develop- affidavit said. Property located in
effect a compromise.
ments and future policies of the Associated Actors and Artistes of America G. N.'s 28 exchanges and rights to
and prints are each estiwere not set forth. The American negatives
mated at $10,000.
Guild of Variety Artists problem will
Liquidation of California studio
Film Chiefs Absent
be settled by dividing responsibility
between the West Coast and the East. equipment will bring in an additional
Kenneth Thomson, S.A.G. executive $20,000, Fromberg stated. Unpaid
From
Home
Offices
secretary, will remain on the Coast mortgages against this equipment
which cost $134,000 amounts to $33,and advise A.G.V.A. from there.
000, he continued.
Winter vacations, West Coast proAdministration expenses consist of
duction conferences and illness have
Bernard Reis, accountant who is $17,000 due to The National City
depleted home office executive ranks
to one of their lowest levels in many drawing a "one big union" plan for Bank on a $25,000 loan made during
the 4-A reorganization, said yesterday reorganization efforts, $12,000 for unmonths.
that his report, due Feb. IS, would be
With the departure for Hollywood delayed for about two weeks.
aries. paid rent and $3,000 for unpaid saltoday of Maurice Silverstone, United
Artists chief executive, the heads of
only two companies, 20th Century-Fox
and Columbia, will be at their New
York offices.
Late News
Flashes
from
Coast
A visit to one major company home
office yesterday disclosed an entire executive floor, including two top rankFeb. 7.— For the first time in Los Angeles and Hollywood, one
ing company offices, without an occu- filmHollywood,
will play day and date at three theatres. It will be the 20th Century-Fox
pant.
"Grapes of Wrath," which, following a $5.50 premiere Feb. 26 at the
Top executives, away from New picture,
Four Star, will open the next day at regular continuous runs at the Four Star,
York, in addition to Silverstone, and Grauman's Chinese and Loew's State.
their present locales, include Nicholas
M. Schenck, Florida ; George J.
A delegation of Hollywood American Federation of Labor studio union ofSchaefer and Ned E. Depinet, Hollyficials went to Sacramento today to register their objections to the extradition
wood; Will H. Hays, Hollywood; of William Bioff, I.A.T.S.E. leader, to Chicago. The extradition hearing will
Barney Balaban, Florida ; Harry be held Tuesday.
Warner, Hollywood; Nate J. Blumberg, Florida.
Motion pictures having the production code authority seal will not be affected
Leaving with Silverstone are Mrs. in any way under the proposed censorship ordinance in Los Angeles, city ofSilverstone ; Charles Schwartz, Unificials promised today. They said the city administration is aiming the legisted Artists attorney and board memnot at organized industry's films, but at "bootleg" stag reels, imported
ber;Mr. and Mrs. Zoltan Korda and foreign lation,
offerings and particularly at night club floor shows and stage presentaSabu.
tions at burlesque houses.

At

Albany

For

CENTS

Bill
Asks

Licensing

Act Would

Hurt

Themselves,

FilmMen

Says

Mills

Albany, Feb. 7.— A bill aimed at
Ascap which would amend the state
tax law to require the licensing of
agencies which collect royalties for the
use of copyrighted musical compositions was introduced in the New York
legislature today by Assemblyman
Anthony J. Canney of Buffalo.
Canney said the bill was introduced
at the behest of his constituents, presumably exhibitors.
If enacted the bill would become
effective July 1. It provides that royalties may not be collected for the
public performance of music without a
license from the State Tax Commission or the Department of Taxation
and Finance. The license fee would
be $1,000 annually.
The bill stipulates that : "Nothing
contained in this article shall be construed to apply to any patented equipment used in producing moving or
talking pictures, or any patented
equipment used in connection with the
reproduction of sound, speech or music
in connection with moving or talking
E. C. Mills, chairman of the Ascap
administrative committee, said yesterday that if the Canney bill is enacted
pictures."
Ascap will increase its rates for New
York exhibitors to cover the society's
increased operating costs from licensing fees.
"If exhibitors want legislation enacted to tax themselves, it's all right
with Ascap," Mills said.
3,200 See Brilliant
'Pinocchio' Opening
A brilliant first night audience of
3,200 filled the Center Theatre in
Rockefeller Center to capacity last
night for the world premiere of
"Pinocchio," Walt Disney's second
feature-length animated cartoon.
Leaders of New York's society, art,
industry, commerce and civic life as
well as the film industry were in the
wraps.
colorful throng of top hats and ermine
Arc lights played on the multicolored marquee from across Sixth
Ave., while 50 policemen kept crowds
of fans and autograph seekers from
blocking the doors. RKO Pathe News
shot films of arriving celebrities outside the theatre and in the lobby, and
{Continued on page 8)
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►

Henry Ford and his son, Edsel, will
give a luncheon today for M-G-M executives at historical Clinton Inn in
JOSEPH M. SCHENCK, chairman
of the board of 20th Century-Fox, Greenfield Village, near Detroit. The
arrived by plane yesterday from the luncheon will be a prelude to the Port
Coast.
Huron, Mich., opening on Saturday
of Guests
M-G-M's
Tom Edison."
at the"Young
Ford luncheon
will be
Mort Blumenstock, William
Brandt, William F. Rodgers, Sam Mr. and Mrs. Louis B. Mayer, Mr.
Shain, Charles E. McCarthy, and Mrs. William F. Rodgers, Mr.
Owen Davis, Tom Connors, Ed and Mrs. Howard Dietz, Mickey
Saunders, Ted O'Shea and Max Rooney, who plays the title role;
Howard Strickling, Leslie Peterson
A. Cohen at Nick's Hunting Room and
Frank Orsatti.
in the Astor for lunch yesterday.
•
Charles Edison, Secretary of the
Adolph Buehrig, formerly man- Navy and son of the late Thomas Alva
ager of Loew's State, Boston, super- Edison, and Gov. Moore of New Jervised the opening of the new Metro
sey will be guests of honor at a
Theatre in Cairo last week. His per- luncheon of the Edison Pioneers
manent post is manager of the Metro Saturday at the Hotel Astor in comin Durban, South Africa.
memoration of the 93rd birth anni•
versary of the inventor.
At the same time a luncheon will
Howard L. Shuttleworth, former
be
in progress in Port Huron, as part
vice-president of Mohawk Carpet
Mills, Inc., has been elected president of the festivities in connection with
of the company to succeed his broth- the opening. Charles Edison will send
er, the late Arthur W. Shuttle- a message to the Port Huron gathering over the telegraph apparatus used
worth, who died on Jan. 27.
•
by his father in his early days.
Father Flanagan of Boys Town,
E. S. Gregg, general foreign manager of Erpi, leaves today for Mexico Neb., will give the invocation at the
City, first stop in an inspection tour Port Huron luncheon, which will be
which will take him to 13 Latin addressed by Mayer, Rooney and
others.
American countries. He plans to return about May 1.
The Rodgers party left here last
night. Edward M. Saunders, Eastern
Earl Hammons, Charles Fried- division sales manager, leaves today.
man, Herman Wobber, Purnell Rodgers will proceed from Port
Pratt, Ben Boyar, Nat Karson and Huron to the M-G-M studio.

Lionel Stander lunching at Sardi's
vesterday.
•

Induct

Pool

Tonight

Oscar Neu, President of Neumade
Products Corp., manufacturers of
booth equipment, leaves today for an
extended business trip. Neu expects
to return to New York about April 6.
•
William Onie, Cincinnati Monogram branch manager, and Elmer
Shard, Cincinnati suburban exhibitor,
leave tomorrow for a vacation at Hot
Springs, Ark.
•

At B'nai B'rith Meet
Dr. David deSola Pool, rabbi of
the Spanish and Portuguese Synagogue, will be inducted as a member
of the Cinema Lodge, B'nai B'rith, at
a meeting at 8:30 o'clock tonight at
the Hotel Edison. A. W. Schwalberg
will preside.
A number of prominent film executives have been invited to attend.
Among the speakers scheduled are
Charles H. Johnson, Past Grand MasA. J. Herman, Universal Eastern
ter of the Masons in the State of New
district manager, left yesterday to visit York ; Judge Myron Sulzburger of
the Boston and New Haven ex- the
Municipal Court and Louis Nizer,.
attorney.
changes.
Rabbi Aaron Opher of the Hebrew
Leslie Whelan, 20th Century-Fox Tabernacle will deliver the invocation,
foreign publicity manager and over- and Rabbi Saul H. Applebaum, associate rabbi, Central Synagogue, the
seas Kent Drive leader, leaves Saturbenediction. There will be a musical
day for Florida with his family.
•
program by a choral ensemble under
Joe Goetz, Cincinnati RKO as- the direction of Dr. Leo Braun. Members are permitted to bring friends to
sistant division manager in charge of
personnel, is confined to his home with the meeting.
a severe cold.
•
Joseph Feldman, Warner Theatres M ississippl H ouses
publicity head in Pittsburgh, has been
Aid Paralysis Drive
confined to his home with pneumonia.
•
Oxford, Miss., Feb. 7.— All Mississippi theatres are cooperating in
Norman Elson, sales manager of
Film Alliance, has returned from a aiding the infantile paralysis foundation by special benefit shows, accordtwo-week trip to the Coast.
ing to Mayor Robert X. Williams,
•
president of the Tri-State M.P.T.O.
John G. Kemptgen, Chicago office and heading the drive in Mississippi.
manager for M-G-M, observes a
birthday today.
•
Goldsmith to Coast
Charles Goetz of the 20th Century
Fox talent department leaves today
for a month at the studio.
•
Walter J. Hutchinson, director
of foreign distribution for 20th Century-Fox, leaves today for Florida.
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I. Goldsmith, producer of "The
Stars Look Down," English film, left
yesterday for the Coast where he will
continue negotiations on a release for
the picture. He will also confer with
Dr. A. J. Cronin, author of the novel
on which the film was based.

Crick Is Elected
Mayor of Sydney
Stanley Crick, formerly
managing director for 20th
Century-Fox in Australia, has
been elected Lord Mayor of
Sydney. Crick, who was succeeded by Clay Hake, has film
interests in Australia.

Golden

Off

Today

On Exchange
Tour
Edward A. Golden, general sales
manager of Monogram, leaves today
on a nationwide tour of 15 company
officers in connection with the current playdate drive. He will be gone
six weeks.
Golden plans sales meetings in each
branch. He will visit Atlanta, Memphis, New Orleans, Dallas, Los Angeles, San Francisco, Denver, Kansas
City,
bany. St. Louis, Chicago, Milwaukee,
Detroit, Cleveland, Buffalo and Al-

Republic
Start

Meetings
Tomorrow

Discussions on a closer working arrangement between Republic's production and sales departments will highlight the second series of quarterly
sales meetings which will start tomorrow with a one-day Eastern session at
the New York Athletic Club. ^
On Saturday there will be a sinj) ir
meeting
Chicago, into Atlanta,
be follower
\'t
regional inmeetings
LV„iS
and at the studio. James R. GraiK^-r,
president, will be in charge of the
sessions. Other home office executives will attend.
Republic recently inaugurated sales
meetings three times a year at which
the business of the previous quarter is
reviewed and production matters discussed. Sales policy on "Dark Command," Republic's big budget film of
the season, will be discussed at the
meetings. Shooting on the film was
resumed yesterday after a delay due
to Franchise
Claire Trevor's
illness.
holders
attending the

Eastern meeting will include HermanGluckman, New York and Philadelphia ;Sam and Jake Flax, WashingIn Union Dispute
ton; Nat Lefton, Cleveland and Cin;
J. H. Alexander, PittsMembers of one projectionists union burgh. cinnati and
may be discharged and members of
The following branch managers will
another union hired when theatres attend:
E. M. Mofey, Boston; Sam
change ownership, the New York Seletsky, New Haven; Arthur NewState Labor Relations Board ruled
man, Albany; Jack Bellman, Buffalo;
yesterday. The board dismissed Morris Epstein, New York; Max Gilcharges of unfair labor practices lis, Philadelphia ; Sam Gorrell, Clevebrought by the Empire State Operaland ; Max Margolies, Cincinnati.
tres Corp.
tors
Union against the Skouras Thea- George Collins and Sam Feinberg of
the Pittsburgh branch also will be
In its decision, the board pointed
out that Skouras Theatres had signed
a contract in 1936 to employ members present.
of Operators Union, Local 306, only.
Warner
Club's Ball
In September, 1937, Skouras purTo Bring Out 1,200
chased a circuit of six Manhattan
houses from the United Exhibition
Twelve hundred Warner Club memCo. and discharged the Empire men,
bers and guests will gather in the
replacing them with 306 projectionists. Grand Ballroom of the Hotel Waldorf-Astoria Saturday evening, March
The board ruled that Skouras had
a bona fide contract with 306 and 9, for the club's eleventh annual banquet and ball.
could dismiss the Empire State operators. Theatres involved were the
Jan Savitt and his Top-Hatters will
Symphony, Thalia, Carlton, Stoddard, provide the dance music.
This year's affair is being planned
Olympia, and 77th St.
by a committee consisting of A. W.
Schwalberg, chairman; Max Blackman, Nat Fellman, president of the
Bingo, Ticket Sale
Warner Club; Harry Mayer, in
Bills Up in Albany charge of entertainment ; S. Schneider,
Levey, Harold Rodner and IrvAlbany, Feb. 7. — A new Bingo Jules ing
Birnbaum. A souvenir book is
measure, introduced in the state legisthe supervision
prepared
being
lature by Senator John McCall, and of Max Blackmailunder
.
another bill on the resale of tickets,
filed by Assemblyman Malcolm Wilson and Senator William Condon are
MOTION PICTURE
new industry measures.
The McCall bill would allow and
DAILY
regulate Bingo by any charitable or
(Registered U. S. Patent Office)
religious organization formed at least
a year before the application for a Published daily except Saturday, Sunday and
holidays by Quigley Publishing Company,
permit. The Wilson Condon measure Inc.,
1270 Sixth Avenue, Rockefeller Center,
would extend licensing provisions on New York City. Telephone Circle 7-3100.
ticket resale to every corporation and Cable address "Quigpubco, New York." Martin Quigley, Editor-in-Chief and Publisher;
individual engaged in reselling tickets.
Brown,'
Vice-President
and General
The Mitchell bill to put a ceiling Colvin
Manager;
Watterson
R. Rothacker,
VicePresident; Sam Shain, Editor; James A.
of 75 cents on the premium over box- Cron.
Advertising
manager;
Chicago
Bureau.
office price for resale has been put
624
South Hollywood
Michigan Avenue,
B. O'Neill,
over until next Monday.
manager;
Bureau, C.Postal
Union
Life Building, Boone Mancall, manager, William R. Weaver, Editor; London Bureau, 4.
Golden Square, London Wl, Hope Williams,
manager, cable address "Quigpubco, LonPara.
PlansFeb.
'Interlochen'
don." All contents copyrighted 1940 by QuigHollywood,
7.— Paramount
ley Publishing Company, Inc. Other Quiglev
publications: Motion Picture Herald, Better
plans
a
film
called
"Interlochen,"
based on the famed national musical Theatres, International Motion Picture Aland Fame. Entered as second class
camp for young people at Interlochen, matter, manacSept.
23. 1938, at the post office at
Mich. Andrew Stone will produce
New1879.York,
N._ Y., under
act of$6 March
and direct. Allan Jones and Susanna 3,
Subscription
rates the
per year
in the
Foster will star.
Americas and $12 foreign. Single copies 10c.
Skouras
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'Wind'

Keeps

St. John, N. B., Feb. 7.—
Herman Kerwin, head usher
at the Mayfair here, plays
many parts out of uniform.
He is the painter and decorator, carpenter, plumber,
steamfitter and electrician at
the Mayfair, and also does all
the painting and decorating
for the five houses in the
Franklin & Herschorn circuit.

London, Jan. 16 (By Mail). —
Members of the committee of the
Kinematograph Renters Society collaborating with the Navy, Army and
Los Angeles, Feb. 7. — "Gone With Air Force Institute for the supply of
the Wind" held its strong pace here, films for the army, include : D. E.
taking $45,200 at two theatres, $20,700 Griffiths, president of the society, Sam
at the Carthay Circle and $24,500 at
Eckman, M-G-M ; Sam Smith, Britthe United Artists.
ish Lion; W. J. Gell, Pathe ; George
Estimated takings for the week end- Archibald, United Artists ; F. W. Pittsburgh Gives
ing Feb. 7 :
'Wind9 Big $29,000
Baker, Butchers, and Frank Hill,
KRS secretary.
"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
CARTHAY CIRCLE— (1,518) (75c-$l-50) 7
The committee will advise the offiPittsburgh, Feb. 7.— "Gone With
days, 6th week. Gross: $20,700. (Average,
cial body on all film matters, rentals; the Wind" exceeded expectations at
$17,000)
admission prices, etc., and will act as the Warner, piling up $29,000.
"I Take This Woman" (M-G-M)
a liasion between the trade and the "Brother Rat and a Baby" with
"Henry Goes Arizona" (M-G-M)
CHINESE — (2,500)
(30c-75c)
7 days. military authorities.
"Hollywood Revue" on the stage
Gross: $9,800. (Average, $12,500)
gave the Stanley $22,000.
"Abe Lincoln in Illinois" (RKO)
Estimated takings for the week end4 STAR— (900) (75c-$1.50) 7 days. Gross:
A five-year record went west at
$5,600. (Average, $3,250)
ing Feb. 1 :
the Carlton Theatre on Jan. 13 for
"His Girl Friday" (Col.)
"He
Married His Wife" (20th-Fox)
the Saturday showing of "Gulliver's
"Cafe Hostess" (Col.)
ALVIN— (1,900) (25c-35c-50c)
€1 days.
HILLSTREET— (2,700) (30c-65c) 7 days, Travels." All house figures for three Gross:
$4,200. (Average, 7 days, $7,000)
2nd week. Gross: $9,900. (Average, $6,500) years were exceeded in the first two
"The Invisible Man Returns" (Univ.)
weeks of the run.
"I Take This Woman" (M-G-M)
FULTON— (1,700) (25c-40c) 7 days. Gross:
S4.60O.
(Average, $5,000)
"Henry Goes Arizona" (M-G-M)
LOEWS
STATE^(2,500)
(30c -75c) 7
Figures relevant to the Import "The Great Victor Herbert" (Para.)
days. Gross: $10,800. (Average, $14,000)
LOEW'S
(25c-35c-50c)
Duties Act on 1938 trade being in- days.
"His Girl Friday" (Col.)
Gross: PENN—
$12,000. (3,600)
(Average,
$13,000) 7
"Cafe Hostess" (Col.)
complete, and further collation being "The Hunchback of Notre Dame" (U. A.)
PANTAGES— (2,000) (30c-65c) 7 days, difficult, the current Board of Trade
RITZ—Gross:
(900) $4,100.
(25c-35c-50c)
7 days, 2nd
week.
2nd week. Gross : $9,800. (Average,- $7,000)
inquiry
into
production
statistics
is
to
"Remember the Night" (Para.)
"My Son Is Guilty" (Col.)
PARAMOUNT— (3,595) (30c-65c) 7 days. be abandoned.
"Legion of Lost Flyers" (Univ.)
Stage: F. & M. revue, Ken Baker and his
SENATOR— (2,000)
(25c-40c) 3 days.
orchestra. Gross: $15,000. (Average, $18,000)
Gross: $900. (Average, 7 days, $3,500)
'Wind9 Indianapolis
"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
"Mr. Smith Goes to Washington" (Col.)
UNITED ARTISTS— (2,100) (75c-$1.50) 7
"Goodbye, Mr. Chips" (M-G-M)
days, 6th week. Gross: $24,500.
Hit, $40,000
Smash
SENATOR—
Gross:
$2,900. (2,000)
(Average,(25c-40c)
$3,500) 7 days.
"The Fighting 69th" (W. B.)
Indianapolis,
Feb.
7.
—
Local
gross
"Calling Philo Vance" (W. B.)
"Brother Rat and a Baby"
WARNER
BROS.
(Hollywood)— (3,000)
STANLEY— (3,600) (25c-40c-60c) . On
(30c-65c) 7 days, 2nd week. Gross: $11,800. records were toppled by "Gone With stage:
"Hollywood Revue," Johnny Davis
(Average, $14,000)
the Wind" at $40,000 for Loew's. and orchestra,
Cliff Edwards, Gloria DickDespite
sub-zero
weather,
business
son,
Brewster Twins, Three Stooges. 7
"The Fighting 69th" (W. B.)
held up well generally.
days. Gross: $22,000. (Average, $17,000)
"Catling Philo Vance" (W. B.)
WARNER BROS. (Downtown)— (3,400)
Estimated takings for the week end- "Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
(30c-65c) 7 days, 2nd week. Gross: $13,600.
ing Feb. 2 :
WARNER— (2,000) (75c-$1.10-$1.65) 7 days.
(Average, $12,000)
Gross: $29,000. (Average, $5,000)
"Remember the Night" (Para.)
APOLLO— (1,100) (25c-40c) 7 days, 2nd
week. Gross: $2,000. (Average, $2,500)
'Gulliver' Garners
$27,500 for Wind'
"Earl of Chicago" (M-G-M)
In Oklahoma
City "Congo Maisie" (M-G-M)
$10,200 in Montreal
CIRCLE— (2,800) (25c-40c) 7 days. Gross:
Oklahoma City, Feb. 7.— "Gone $6,500. (Average, $6,000)
Montreal,
Feb. 7. — "Gulliver's
With the Wind" drew a smash $27,- "Fighting 69th" (W. B.)
Travels" earned top place among first
500 at the Midwest, despite wet "Man Who Wouldn't Talk" (ZOth-Fox)
weather.
INDIANA— (3,200)
(25c-40c) .7 days. runs with a gross of $10,200 at Loew's.
Estimated takings for the week endGross: $6,000. (Average, $5,000)
Estimated takings for the week ending Feb. 2 :
"Gone
With
the
Wind"
(M-G-M)
ing Feb. 1 :
"Tower of London" (Univ.)
LOEW'S—
(75c-$1.10)
Gross:
$40,000.(2,800)
(Average,
$7,000) 7 days. "Laugh It Off" (Univ.)
"The Shop Around the Corner" (M-G-M) "He Married His Wife" (20th-Fox)
CAPITOL— (2,547) (25c-40c-55c-65c) 7 days.
CRITERION— (1,500) (25c-35c-40c) 7 days.
LYRIC— (2,000) (25c-40c) 7 days. Stage: Gross: $6,500. (Average, $8,000)
Gross: $4,400. (Average, $4,500)
Hollywood All-Girl Oomph Revue, with "Gulliver's Travels" (Para.)
"Nick Carter, Master Detective" (M-G-M) Marie Wilson, Rita Rio, Toby Wing, Faith Gross:
LOEW'S—
(30c-40c-60c)
$10,200. (2,800)
(Average,
$8,000) 7 days.
Bacon. Gross: $10,000. (Average, $8,000)
"Marshal of Mesa City" (RKO)
"Hell Below" (M-G-M)
LIBERTY— (1,200) (15c-20c-25c) 7 days.
Gross: $2,300. (Average, $2,400)
ORPHEUM — (919) (25c-35c-S0c) 7 days.
Gross: $2,800. (Average, $5,000)
"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
'Wind' with $45,000
"Another Thin Man" (M-G-M)
MIDWEST — (1,500) (75c-$1.12) 7 days.
Gross: $27,500. (Average, $4,000)
PALACE— (2,600) (25c-40c-55c-65c) 7 days.
Sets Buffalo Record Gross:
$7,800. (Average, $10,000)
"Balalaika" (M-G-M)
"The Flying Deuces" (RKO)
PLAZA— (750)
(25c-35c-40c)
7 days.
Buffalo,
Feb.
7.—
"Gone
With
the
"Meet
Dr.
Christian" (RKO)
Gross: $900. (Average, $1,100)
Wind" set an all-time record here in
PRINCESS
— (2,272) (25c-35c-50c-65c) 7
"His Girl Friday" (Univ.)
its first week showing at the Great days. Gross: $3,500. (Average, $5,500)
STATE— (1,100) (20c-25c-40c) 7 days, 2nd Lakes, taking $45,000.
week. Gross: $3,200. (Average, $3,000)
Estimated takings for the week end- 'Wind' Is St. Louis
"The Earl of Chicago" (M-G-M)
ing Feb. 3 :
TOWER— (1,000.) (25c-3Sc-40c) 7 days.
Gross: $1,500. (Average, $1,750)
Leader at $50,000
"The Great Victor Herbert" (Para.)
BUFFALO — (3,000) (30c-35c-55c) 7 days.
St. Louis, Feb. 7.— "Gone With
Borrah Minevitch's Harmonica Rascals and
Exhibitors, Officials
the Wind," in its first week in the
D'Artega
and
orchestra
on
stage.
Gross:
$11,900. (Average, $12,000)
Loew's State, grossed $50,000.
Weigh Moline Fee
Estimated grosses for week ending
"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
Feb.
1:
GREAT LAKES— (3,000) (75c-$1.10-$1.50)
Moline, 111., Feb. 7.— A committee
9
days.
Gross:
$45,000.
(Average
at
30c-50c,
of the Moline City Council and the- $7,500)
"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
atre owners will confer on an inLOEW'S
STATE— (3,162) (75c-$1.12"The Man Who Wouldn't Talk" (20th-Fox) $1.50)
crease of license fees for the four Mo- "City
7 days. Gross: $50,000. (Average, at
of Chance" (20th-Fox)
HIPPODROME— (2,500) (25c-35c) 7 days. 25c-40c-55c scale, $13,000)
line theatres from the present flat fee
"Fighting 69th" (W. B.)
Gross: $4,500. (Average, $6,800)
of $50 to a sliding scale.
FOX— (5,038) (25c-40c-5Sc) 9 days. Gross:
"Private
Detective"
(W.
B.)
Alderman Harry Roman, sponsor of
(Average, 7 days, $11,000)
TWENTIETH CENTURY — (3,500) (30c- $15,500.
the ordinance and chairman of the 50c)
"Remember
the Night" (Para.)
7 days. Hellzafire on stage with Ben- "Young as You
Feel" (20th-Fox)
committee, proposed a $150 fee for
ny Meroff
and
band.
Gross:
$25,000.
(Average, $6,800)
AMBASSAROR— (3,018)
(25c-40c-55c) 7
theatres with 500 seats or less, and
days. Gross: $11,700. (Average, $11,500)
that the scale be increased at a rate "His Girl Friday" (Col.)
"The Great Victor Herbert" (Para.)
Miracle On Main Street" (Col.)
Return of the Invisible Man" (Univ.)
of 20 cents per year on the additional "ALAFAYET
TE— (3.300) (25c -35c) 7 days. "The
MISSOURI—
(3,514) (25c-40c-55c)
7 days.
capacity.
Gross: $12,500. (Average, $6,300) I Gross:
$5,500. (Average,
$4,000)
Pace,

$45,200

Blows

Busy

$36,000
Denver

Gale,
Lead

Denver, Feb. 7.— "Gone With the
Wind" packed the Orpheum repeatedly
to break all house records with $36,000.
"Remember
the Night," at the
Denham,
drew $7,800.
Estimated takings for the week%„ning
31 : the Corner" (M-G-M)
"ShopJan.
Around
"Flying Deuces" (RKO)
BROADWAY — (1,040) (25c-35c-40c) 7
days, 2nd week. Gross: $2,500. (Average,
$2,500)
"Remember the Night" (Para.)
DENHAM—
(25c-35c-40c)
Gross:
$7,800. (1,750)
(Average,
$6,500) 7 days.
"His Girl Friday" (Col.)
DENVER— (2,525) (25c-35c-40c) 7 days.
Gross: $11,000. (Average, $9,000)
"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
ORPHEUM— (2,600) (75c-$1.12-$1.50) 7
days. Gross: $36,000. (Average, $9,000)
"Tower of London" (Univ.)
"Charlie McCarthy, Detective" (Univ.)
PARAMOUNT— (2,200) (25c-40c) 7 days.
Gross: $4,000. (Average, $3,500)
"Destry Rides Again" (Univ.)
"Those High Gray Walls" (Col.)
RIALTO
— (878) )Gross:
(25c-40c)
7 days,
"Destry" 3rd week.
$2,000.
(Average,
$1,750)
Sets Detroit Pace
$70,000 for 'Wind'
Detroit, Feb. 7.— "Gone With the
Wind"
first week
in The
two
Detroit playing
theatres its
grossed
$70,000.
United Artists garnered $40,000,
while the Wilson took in $30,000.
Estimated takings for the week ending Feb. 1 :
"His Girl Friday" (Col.)
"My Son Is Guilty" (Col.)
ADAMS— (1,700) (15c-40c) 7 days. Gross:
$5,000. (Average, $5,000)
"Another Thin Man" (M-G-M)
"Dancing Co-Ed" (M-G-M)
FISHER— (2,700) (15c-55c) 7 days. Gross:
$6,500. (Average, $7,000)
"The Hunchback of Notre Dame" (RKO)
FOX— (Average,
(5,000) (20c-55c)
7 days. Gross:
$25,000.
"The Fighting
69th$15,000)
(W. B.)
"Meet Dr. Christian" (RKO)
MICHIGAN—
(4,000)
(15c-65c) 7 days.
Gross:
$12,000. (W.
(Average,
"Four
Wives"
B.) $12,000)
"The Earl of Chicago" (M-G-M)
PALMS— (3,000) (15c-50c) 7 days. Gross:
$7,000. (Average, $7,000)
"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
UNITED
ARTISTS— (2,000) (75c -$1.10$1.50) 7 days. Three shows daily. Gross:
$40,000. (Average, $10,000)
"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
WILSON— (1,918) ($1.10-$1.50) 7 days.
Two shows daily. Gross: $30,000. (Average,
$30,000 with road shows)

$30,000

Cleveland

Cleveland, Feb. 7.— "Gone
With
for for'Wi
Groasssell-out
the Wind,"
allnd'
performances, chalked up $30,000 for its
opening
Loew's
Stillman.
"His Girl week
Friday"at drew
$12,500
at the
Hippodrome.
Estimated takings for the week ending Feb. 1 :
"A Child Is Born" (W. B.)
ALLEN$3,500.
— (3.000)
(30c-35c-42c)
7 days.
Gross:
(Average,
$4,000)
"His Girl Friday" (Col.)
WARNER'S
HIPPODROME — (3,800)
(30c-35c-42c) 7 days. Gross: $12,500. (Av$11,000) (Univ.)
"Green erage,Hell"
RKO PALACE— (3,100) (30c-42c-55c) 7
days.
Bolger
and $14,000)
show on stage.
Gross: Ray
$11,000.
(Average,
"Raffles"
(M-G-M)
LOEW'S
(3,500) (30c-35c-42c)
days.
Gross:STATE
$9,000. — (Average,
$11,000) 7
"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
LOEW'S STILLMAN- (1,900) (75c-$1.13)
42c,
$4,000)
7 days.
Gross: $30,000. (Average at 30c-35c-
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Short
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Subject
Reviews

"Top-Notch Tennis"
(20th Century-Fox)
""Cnp-Notch Tennis" is not only a
toi^'Atch
for thefilm
net fare
enthusiasts
but makes reel
excellent
for all
sports lovers. Described by Ed Thorgersen, the reel introduces the outstanding tennis champions, both men
and women. Both action shots and
close-ups describing how the champions improve their game are included.
The film was authorized by the U. S.
Lawn Tennis Association. Running
time, 10 mins.
"Harvest Time"
( Terry-20th Century-Fox)
The riotous hues of harvest time
are reproduced in this color cartoon.
The insects are shown busily engaged
in reaping the Autumn crop until a
spider kidnaps one of their number.
Should please. Running time, 7 mins.

Poll Honors

Donat

Robert Donat's performance in
"Goodbye, Mr. Chips" was selected as
the best of 1939 in a poll of listeners
conducted by Sam Taylor over his
"Hollywood Sound Stage" program on
WHN. In a previous poll by Taylor,
the picture was chosen as the best of
the year.

Paramount

Lobby
Stormed by Crowd
"Geronimo's" war dance on
the screen and a jitterbug
dance contest on the stage of
the Paramount yesterday
drew 3,000 persons to the
theatre and a flock of Commissioner Valentine's bluecoats. The net result was:
One broken box-office window, an injured leg suffered
by a ticket-taker, and a doorman whose chest was hurt.
Robert M. Weitman, manager, reported an estimated
$7,500 gross for the day and
an 11,000 matinee attendance.

Films

"The Lone Wolf Strikes"
(Columbia)
During
1939
Concerned with another exploit of Louis Joseph Vance's suave gentleman-crook, the Lone Wolf, this mystery yarn is lively and at times
Toronto, Feb. 7.— A report on film
exciting entertainment, despite its unpretentious character*.
censorship in Canada shows that only
Warren William is a highly satisfactory "Wolf," aided by Joan Perry,
Eric Blore, as his butler, Alan Baxter and Astrid Allwyn. Harry Segall 17 pictures were condemned outright
and Albert Duffy, who prepared the screenplay from Dalton Trumbo's in 1939 by the eight Provincial boards
story, contrived a fast-paced item of entertainment. Sidney Salkow and the number of "refusals" is
actually much less in the matter of
directed capably.
William is called upon to aid in the recovery of a valuable necklace, pictures involved because one feature
was rejected by five different boards
stolen by a ruse from an old friend, who is killed in a faked automobile and
is counted five times. Other feaaccident when he learns of the theft and seeks to recover the pearls.
tures were also turned down by more
Despite the efforts of Miss Perry, daughter of the victim to assist, than one Province. The number of
William makes progress, until matters are complicated by a second loss refusals in 1938 was 23, this total representing the decisions of one or more
of the pearls and another murder. Faced with police accusations that
he is the murderer, William decoys the gang into following him with the boards on the same features. Rejections have declined steadily since 1932
necklace straight into the arms of the police.
when 101 pictures were banned by
Charles S. Aaronson censors.
*"G" denotes general classification.
Knox

Files

Order

Casanave

to Talk

At Ampa
Luncheon
Naming
Goddard
Charles A. Casanave, vice-president
Formal order referring the Government's anti-trust suit against the and general manager of Advertising
majors
to
Federal Judge Henry W. Accessories, Inc., will be guest speak"Edgar Runs Again"
er at the Ampa luncheon today, at
Goddard for trial on May 1 was filed
(Terry-20th Century-Fox)
The sad plight of an ex-race horse yesterday in the U. S. District Court Jack Dempsey's 8th Ave. restaurant.
Casanave will discuss the aims of
who has lost his speed and his home by Federal Judge John C. Knox.
the new company, which is a subis depicted in this black-and-white
Judge Knox's action followed the
sidiary of .National Screen Service,
"Terry Toon." An old junk man be- submission to him of a stipulation
friends the ancient steed and the lat- signed by attorneys for all the majors and its relation to the film companies'
ter rewards his benefactor by winning and the Government which provided advertising departments. Advertising
a rich stake race. An amusing reel. for the date of the trial. No formal Accessories recently took over the accessory business of Paramount and
Running time, 7 mins.
decision has been made on the Gov- RKO.
ernment's request for a preference
since Judge Knox deferred action until disputes over preliminary steps had
"Dog in a Mansion"
been decided.
(Terry-20th Century-Fox)
This is a tale of a poor little rich
William' A. Scully, vice-president
dog. As in the case of the rich boy, and general sales manager of Unithe dog is saddened by too much atversal, will be quizzed by the Governtention and seeks the companionship
ment on Feb. 14, it was learned yesof his fellows. The mongrels rally
terday. Nate Blumberg, president of
to his aid and stage a party for him. Universal, has obtained an indefinite
In the end, the dog's mistress fires postponement of his examination.
the butler and the pup is permitted to
resume7 mins.
a normal dog's life. Running
time,
Fawcett, Publisher
Radio

17

Bars

Of Fan Papers, Dies
Los Angeles, Feb. 7. — Wilfred
Fawcett, 54, publisher of various magazines including film fan publications,
died today of a heart ailment. Funeral
services will be held Monday in Minneapolis.
Due to illness, Fawcett had been inactive in the affairs of the company
for the past three years during which
time his four sons, Roger, Gordon,
Wilfred, Jr., and Roscoe, directed the
affairs of the company with Allen E.
Norman as vice-president and general
manager. Fan magazines published by
the company include Motion Picture,
Screen Life and Hollywood.
Booking Stage Shows
Raymond Schreiber, William Graham and Sol Burns of Midwest Theatres and the Palmer Park in Detroit
are here booking stage shows and on
other business. They plan to leave for
Detroit tomorrow night.

M-G-M Signs Friedman
Hollywood, Feb. 7. — Charles Friedman, co-author and director of "Sing
Out the News," has signed with
M-G-M as writer, producer and director.

Not only are fewer pictures refused
licenses, but eliminations in films that
have been passed have declined in the
same proportion in recent years, it is
pointed out. The censors have taken
the attitude that it is their business
to safeguard the public on very extreme occasions and not to improve
on the work of the film directors. The
only real difficulty in Canada, it is
declared, is the continued opposition
of the censors in Quebec to any pictures relating to divorce. Fewer
American pictures are seen in Canada
than are made and distributed in the
U. S. and, it is asserted, Canadian distributors themselves exercise good
judgment by not attempting to distribute pictures which would be objectionable.
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Television

Daily

Protests Canadian
Political Air Censor
Montreal Feb. 7.— R. J.
Manion, leader of the Canadian Conservative Party,

London, Jan. 20 (By Mail)— Television interests here have been constrongly protested the cenPara.
Films
ferring with the Post Office Departsorship of political speeches
ment, which has jurisdiction over
made over the radio during
communications, seeking wartime telethe current national election
vision sponsored by the British
campaign.
Paramount stars and featured play- Broadcasting
Corp.
ers will take part in radio programs
Appealing to the Canadian
Such service had been suspended
10 of the company's for fear enemy aircraft might use the
people to fight for their liberexploit
to
aimed
new productions scheduled for Spring
ties before they lost them alrelease.
wave lengths as direction finders. _ It
together, he said:
First broadcast will be on the Good is considered likely that if television
"I wish publicly and very
emphatically to protest
News program tonight and will have is resumed, the land line method of
Ronald Colman and Ida Lupino for a transmission will be used. Trade inagainst the regulation which
terests here have been watching closewill
force me and other can"The
picture,
plug for the new Colman
ly the television progress of RCA
didates for the Parliament of
Light That Failed." On Feb. 15 and General Electric in the United
Canada to submit our radio
Jackie Cooper and Betty Fields will
broadcasts to the censorship
appear with the Vox Pop show on States.
Manufacturers have submitted to
of
the Canadian Broadcasting
behalf of "Seventeen." Miss Field the Television Advisory Panel plans
also will appear Feb. 18 on the Pur- for the use of land lines, which are
suit of Happiness program.
Corporation."
On Feb. 22 Bing Crosby will start claimed to eliminate the danger of enradio introductions of songs from
emy use of wave length. They claim
also that the plan would encourage
New York Theatres
"Road to Singapore," and will appear
in connection with the same picture the development of large screen television, which was interrupted by the
on the Crosby-Kraft Music Hall pro- outbreak
of war.
Aid Finnish Drive
gram, March 15 and on the Bob
Hope-Pepsodent program, March 19.
Arrangements for broadcasts to tie
3,200 See Brilliant
All independent theatre owners in
in with release of seven other productions are being completed by Robert
'Pinocchio' Opening New York have voted to cooperate in
(Continued from page 1)
M. Gillham, advertising and publicity
the Finnish Relief drive, according to
director.
newspaper photographers were kept Major L. E. Thompson, chairman of
the Motion Picture Division.
busy taking pictures.
More than 2,500 girls will be used
Newspaper society editors as well
Big TBS Posts Go
to solicit funds in the lobbies of the
as critics covered the premiere.
To Boice and Sutton
First in line for the regular per- theatres on Feb. 17 and 18. They are
formance today was Gladys Thomas being recruited by Mrs. B. W.
Directors of the Transcontinental
of
Alexandria,
Pa., who appeared at Huebsch, Finnish welfare worker, and
Broadcasting System yesterday an- the Center Theatre
at 1 A. M. The Mrs. Nathan Ottinger, wife of former
nounced the election of H. K. Boice
box-office
opened
at
9
A. M. Miss Supreme Court Judge Ottinger.
as executive vice-president and direc- Thomas said she was :30
Major Thompson disclosed that the
a
Disney
fan.
tor. For six years he was in charge
Among those attending were: Mr. and Bijou Theatre Co. of Nashville has
of sales for CBS.
Mrs. Colvin Brown, Mr. and Mrs. Herman
TBS directors also announced the Wobber, Mr. and Mrs. Sam Dembow, Sam forwarded checks to national headquarters ofthe drive representing conelection of George Sutton, prominent Shain, Mr. and Mrs. Andrew W. Smith, S.
Barret McCormick, Jean McCormick, Mr.
tributions from the circuit's 31 theWashington radio attorney, as presi- and Mrs. James P. Cunningham, Mr. and atres.
dent.
Mrs. Merlin H. Aylesworth, Mr. and Mrs.
Former President Herbert Hoover,
George J. Podeyn of New York Frank Case, Winthrop Rockefeller, Anne
and William Porter of Washington Farley, Nelson Rockefeller, Iris Barry, chairman of the Relief Fund, has adRobert E. Sherwood, Mr. and Mrs. Thomas
dressed aletter to independent exhibiremain as vice-presidents, as do H. J.
tors throughout the country, asking
Evelyn Coleman, John J. O'ConBrennan and Robert Thompson of E. Dewey,
nor, Mr. and Mrs. S. Charles Einfeld, Phil their cooperation in the drive.
Pittsburgh as treasurer and secretary. Reisman, Mort Bluemenstock. Harry Cohn,
and Mrs. Zoltan Korda, Sabu, Mr. and
The position of chairman of the VLv.
Mrs. Tack Cohn, Nate Spingold, Edward
board, formerly held by John T. G. Robinson, Mr. and Mrs. John W. Davis. Defendant
Added
Adams, was abolished.
Frederic Ullman, Jr., David Sarnoff, Mary
Pickford, Mr. and Mrs. J. P. McEvoy.
To Anti-Trust Suit
Charles Moss, Mr. and- Mrs. Frank Buck,
Studio Contract Set
Mary Howard, Thyra Samter Winslow, Mr.
Boston,
7.— E. Theatre
M. Loew's,
and Mrs. L. E. Thompson, Herbert Bayard Inc.,
and theFeb.
Winchester
Co.
For Publicists Guild Swope, Maurice Kann, Dick Himber, Mr. two of the seven theatre corporations
and Mrs. Malcolm Kingsberg, Mr. and Mrs.
Hollywood, Feb. 7. — Contract cov- O'. C. Doering, Frank Donovan, Louise filing anti-trust suits against the eight
ering minimum wages and working Rousseau, Helen Morgan, Mr. and Mrs. major companies, have succeeded in
Kieran, Mr. and Mrs. Fred Meyers. adding the Middlesex Amusement Co.
conditions for publicity men in the John
Mr. and Mrs. Max Fellerman, Jimmy
studios has been approved by the As- Durante, Nat Holt, Mr. and Mrs. Jack as a defendant in the action.
sociation ofMotion Picture Producers. Dietz, Irving Lesser, Mr. and Mrs. Harry
Judge McLellan granted the motion
Carey, Monroe Greenthal, Frankie Thomas. by consent of the defendants.
The agreement with the Screen Pub- Mr.
and Mrs. Joe Penner, Ruth Gordon,
licists' Guild now goes to individual Guthrie McClintic, Diana Blythe Barrymembers for their signatures.
more, Peter Arno, Mr. and Mrs. Lauritz
Open Cartoon Exhibit
Melchior, Mr; and Mrs. Hal Home, Mr.
An exhibit featuring the production
and Mrs. Cresson E. Smith, Mr. and Mrs.
McDonough on MPPA
Harry Brandt, Gladys Swarthout, Frank technique of animated cartoons opens
Chapman,
Lynn Farnol. Kay Thompson. today at the New York Museum of
Hollywood, Feb. 7. — J. R. Mc- Herman Bernie,
Sam Weisbord, Mr. and
Donough ofRKO continues as a mem- Mrs. Abe Lastfogel, Mr. and Mrs. Phil Science and Industry in Rockefeller
ber of the board of directors of the Reisman, Oscar A. Doob, Oscar Levant, Sol Center. Much of the material was takMotion Picture Producers Associa- A. Rosenblatt, Mr. and Mrs. James Mulen from the production of "Pinocchio,"
Rutgers Neilson, Clifton Fadiman. Mr.
tion for 19-10. His name was omitted vey.
and Mrs. Franklin P. Adams, Charles E. which opened at the Center Theatre
McDonald,
Police
Commissioner
Lewis
J.
last
night. The exhibition was arfrom the organization's new listing. Valentine.
ranged in cooperation with Walt Disney Studios, and a film illustrates the
'Wind' in 306 Cities
making of "Snow White."
Set Pommer's First
Bookings
"Gone
Withincluding
the Wind"27
total
327 inon 306
cities,
Hollywood, Feb. 7. — "Water Gypset by M-G-M yesterday. Eighteen of
sies," anovel bv A. P. Herbert, will
Starting Negro Film
these are two-a-day reserved engage- be produced by Erich Pommer as his
"Paradise
Harlem," the first of a
first vehicle for RKO. Maureen series of sixin Negro
ments and nine are three-a-day.
pictures to be
O'Hara is slated for the starring role. made in the East by Jubilee Pictures
Associates Install Feb. 13
Corp., has started at the Seiden StuGeorge Shauer Dead
dios in New Jersey. The picture will
Installation of newly-elected officers
of Motion Picture Associates has been
Valparaiso, Ind., Feb. 7. — George star Frank Wilson. Joe Seiden will
advanced a week to Feb. 13 at the A. Shauer, 47, owner of three houses direct and International Roadshows
will release.
Hotel Astor.
here, died at his home yesterday.
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Radio

Brevities

C^BS
earned
$5,001,500
during ,
J 1939, according
to preliminary
figures subject to final audit, Frank K.
White, treasurer, disclosed yesterday.
The profits are equivalent to $2.93 per
share as compared with $2.07 cer j
share in 1938 when profits wert »:,- j

541,700. upon
Per 1,709,723
share earnings
ar*\.alculated
shares of
$2.50 !
par value stock.
The board of directors yesterday
declared a 45 cent dividend, payable on
March23.2 to stockholders of record on i
Feb.

WTOL Joins NBC— 183rd Affiliate j
Effective Feb. 18, WTOL, Toledo, will become the 183rd NBC affiliate as a supplementary outlet
for the basic Blue network. WTOL
is owned by Community Broadcast- I
ing Co., with 250 watts full time on
1,200 k.c.
Personalities in the News

Sidney
M. Stotz,
vice-president in charge
of theNBC
Chicago
office,
came to town by plane yesterday. . . .
Mary Howard zvill be Sam Taylors
guest over WHN today at 5 : 15 P. M.
. . . Alex Steinweiss has been ap- j
pointed art director for Columbia
Records. . . . Lawrence Ford has been
appointed to the WKRC, Cincinnati,
sales
promotion
department. . . .
Charles E. Morin has been chosen j
sales manager of KSFO, San Fran- J
cisco. . . . Robert Coleson has been
named manager
public '
address
for the of
1940radio
Sam and
Francisco
World's Fair.
January Sets Records
Local and spot sales for 15 stations owned, operated or programmed by NBC,
broke allJames
previous records
for January,
V. McConnell, national spot and
local sales manager, declared yesterday. Revenue rose 31 per cent
over the same month last year to
a new high of $516,400.
Improved technical facilities and
increased sales results were responsible, McConnell said.
The 15 stations are WEAF,
WJZ, New York; WENR, WMAQ,
Chicago; KPO, KGO, San Francisco; WRC, WMAL, Washington;
WBZ-WBZA, Boston-Springfield;
WGY, Schenectady; KDKA, Pittsburgh; KOA, Denver; KYW, Philadelphia; and WTAM, Cleveland.

Program News
"David Harum," Monday through
Friday dramatic show, will start its
seventh year over NBC-Red on Feb.
18 and will boost the number of stations used from 22 to 40 on that date.
B. T. Babbitt, Inc. has renewed the
show for 52 more weeks. . . . Additional station and sponsor deals recently signed brings the total of sponsored broadcasts of "The Adventures
of Pinocchio" to 26. Several local
cooperative exploitation campaigns are
planned in connection with the Walt
Disney film. . . . Starting Monday,
Hecker Products will sponsor "Superman" over a special network of 11
stations. WOR will be used locally.
. . . Different comedians will be
starred
each week
in "Comed
By" L
a new sustain
WOR y which
er over
starts Friday, Feb. 16 at 9 :30 P. M.
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Washington, Feb. 8. — After being
beseiged by complaints from numerous
exhibitor organizations and individual
theatre owners, the Federal Communications Commission today requested the Department of Justice to
investigate the "Pot o' Gold" broadcasts over NBC-Red.
The Associated Theatre Owners of
Michigan, which took the initiative in
the campaign against the program,
contends that the "Pot o' Gold" show
is a lottery and is depriving U. S.
theatres of approximately $1,000,000
boxoffice revenue a week. Various
other exhibitor groups joined the
Michigan organization in forwarding
protests to the F.C.C. and members
of Congress.
The F.C.C. has turned over all
documents pertaining to the situation
to the Department of Justice, which
will determine whether the "Pot o'
Gold" program violates Section 316 of
the Communications Act. This section forbids the broadcasting of "any
lottery, gift enterprise or similar
scheme."
"Pot o' Gold"
the
Turns.
behalf of by
Lewis Howe Co. ison sponsored

It is heard on Tuesdays at 8 :30 p.m.
Highlight of the program is the selec(Continued on page 12)

Delay 'Wind'
Runs
Until

2nd
Easter

M-G-M has decided not to start
I any neighborhood runs of "Gone With
the Wind" until Easter, March 23, or
a week later. Despite demand for the
picture by neighborhood and subsequent run operators, M-G-M is not
discussing any such deals at present,
preferring to concentrate on the first
runs.
This situation prevails in New
York, Chicago, Boston, Los Angeles
and other cities where the film is in
its first engagements.
About 30 Loew neighborhood houses
in New York which were originally
scheduled to get "Gone With the
Wind" late in January will start the
runs at Easter or April 1.
Although Balaban & Katz failed to
make a first run deal on the film for
Chicago, it has made overtures to
M-G-M for a deal for neighborhood
theatres in that city. Other groups
are also willing to discuss a- deal.
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TEN

9, 1940
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CENTS

PACT

Accessories;

Casanave
Of

U. S. A., FRIDAY,

Impartial

Speaker

By AL FINESTONE
Advertising Accessories, Inc., was
organized to perform an economic
service for distributors and exhibitors
and a showmanship job for theatres,
Charles L. Casanave, vice-president
and general manager, told more than
80 persons at the Ampa luncheon
meeting
restaurant.yesterday at Jack Dempsey's
Casanave discussed the purposes of
the new National Screen Service subsidiary. He said the aim is to relieve the film companies of the necessity of operating ad sales departments
and to centralize this activity so that
the exhibitor may obtain his display
advertising from one source.
"The large companies which invest
25 or 30 million dollars a year in
films cannot be expected to be greatly interested in the relatively small
ad sales," said Casanave. "These departments have not been given much
attention.

GETS

Five

More

LONDON

Pictures

ForWMUA'sAim
United Artists new season release
schedule may number five or six more

O.K.

$17,500,000 Is Exportable
Amount; Formula
Already Agreed

By SAM SHAIN
The British Government has forproductions than the current season's
mally approved terms of the agreelist, Maurice Silverstone, United Artists chief executive, said yesterday
ment on exportable revenue from England as drawn recently by the Ameriprior to his departure for the Coast.
can film companies in New York.
Exact number of releases will be
Terms
of withdrawal became immedependent to some extent on the outdiately effective.
come of Silverstone's conferences with
The
amount of money which
company producers on the Coast and
on negotiations with new producers American companies may export from
which are either in work now or will Britain is $17,500,000. Word of the
be initiated on the Coast. The cur- British Government's approval was
yesterday in New York.
season's releases probably will received
numberrent27.
Under the terms of allocation of
Silverstone said that negotiations funds, each party to the agreement receives during the present year a sum
for United Artists release of John M.
Stahl productions will be renewed on proportionate to the amount of business done in England. The terms are
the Coast following Stahl's return for American-made films distributed
there
from
New
York.
The
negotia"Advertising Accessories will contions here were suspended when Stahl by these companies in England. Britcentrate on advertising only. We intend to forget tradition and adopt the was taken ill.
ish pictures distributed by these comCharles Schwartz, United Artists
panies are not included in the deal.
new. We hope to improve what has
The companies recently devised a
attorney
and
board
member,
accombeen
before." is not a monopoly,
Thedone
company
panied Silverstone west, as did mem- formula to govern the amounts which
bers of the families of both officials. each will be permitted to withdraw
said Casanave. "We are doing with
full authority and in a legal manfrom mulaEngland.
this foris a tentative However,
one and conditions
ner what the renters have been doing
Holiday Monday
for years without authority.
may
arise which may necessitate its
revision.
"We do not intend to corral the
For Home
Offices
This formula is based on the busiwhole advertising accessories indus(Continued on page 10)
All major company offices with the
try. We have no intention of opening a lithographing plant or going in- exception of 20th Century-Fox will
to the printing
at 1 20th
P.M.,Century-Fox
Monday, Lincoln's
Casanave
said business."
that the company close
Birthday.
will be Broadway
Suffers
closed
all day.
employs a large force " in its art and
All
companies
plan
to
remain
closed
other departments and that employ(Contimied on page 10)
Business Slow-Up
Feb. 22, Washington's Birthday.
Business was off along Broadway
yesterday. "Pinocchio," acclaimed by
the New York critics, got off to a
Goldwyn
Demands
Dies Retraction;
slow start yesterday but is expected
Misquoted in Article, Says Producer
to build over the weekend. "Gone
With the Wind" continued at capacity
Hollywood, Feb. 8.— Samuel Goldwyn today released to the press
at both the Astor and Capitol. At
the following copy of a telegram which he addressed to Congressman Martin Dies, chairman of committee for investigation of unthe
Rivoli,
_ Wrath"
American activities:
tapering
off "Grapes
somewhatof in
its thirdis
week. "Geronimo" also had a slow
"Your article appearing in this week's Liberty Magazine has
start at the Paramount.
been called to my attention. I note you state that while you were
in Hollywood you had a round table discussion at which I was
The Roxy is doing very good busipresent and that the producers you met were almost unanimous
ness with "Little Old New York" and
in their belief that Communism did not constitute a menace to
aan stage
show. $43,500.
First week's
gross
was
estimated
At the
Strand,
the country and that the real threat came from Fascism and
Nazism.
"The Fighting 69th," with _ Paul
Whiteman's band drew an estimated
"I wish to point out to you that this statement is incorrect, as I
never attended a round table discussion with you. I only met you
$47,000 for its second week. It is likely to be held over for four weeks.
once and that was very briefly at a luncheon given by Mr. Schenck
"Swiss Family Robinson" also had
at the 20th Century-Fox studios.
a poor day at the boxoffice yesterday
"Our meeting consisted of T am pleased to meet you, Mr. Dies.
when it opened at the Music Hall.
I think you are doing a fine job in fighting unAmerican activities.'
"The Little Shop Around the Cor"Will you be good enough, therefore, to deny this story immener," with a stage show, drew an
estimated $70,000 in its second week
there.
diately."
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Radio City Music Hall and the
ARTIN QUIGLEY arrived in RKO Building, in which the theatre is
housed, were assessed at $11,700,000,
Hollywood yesterday.
an increase of $100,000 over last year,
•
in
the New York City 1940-'41 tax
At Lindy's (49th St.) for lunch yes- assessments on real estate.
terday, Morris Helprin, Emanuel
New valuations on the most imporSlLVERSTONE, Al MARGOLIES, HARRY
tant theatrical property in the city
Koziner, Sherwin Kane, Charles follow :
Aaronson, Max Fellerman, Fred MANHATTAN
Meyers, Lou Weinberg, Edward Metropolitan Opera House
$5,400,000
845,000
Stein, Paul Lazarus, Charles Empire
State
.-. 4,100,000
Stern, Mack Miller, Monroe Loew's
Palace
1,325,000
GatENTHAL and Arthur Silverstone. Mayfair
1,800,000
•
Roxy's
4,100,000
Ziegfeld
1,100,000
Arthur Mayer, Sidney Phillips, Carnegie Hall
1,950,000
1,000,000
Benny Goodman, Max A. Cohen, New Amsterdam
1,475,000
A. P. Waxman, David Weinstock, Times-Apollo
Booth-Shubert
1,200,000
Russell Holman, Ed Saunders and Columbia Radio Playhouse No. 1 440,000
Astor
1,750,000
Edwin James lunching at Nick's Globe
1,150,000
Hunting Room in the Astor yester- Strand
3,200,000
day.
Gaiety
2,210,000
Rivoli
1,625,000
Capitol
2,350,000
Julia Bernhardt, cashier at John Hollywood
1,125,000
Jolson
1,325,000
Danz's Palomar in Seattle, has left Al
The Criterion
6,700,000
for Hollywood where she will be Rialto
3,000,000
tested for screen roles by Republic. Winter Garden
2,375,000
She was selected by Gene Autry
BRONX
during a recent tour.
Grand Theatre
1,090,000
•
Keith's Fordham
775,000
Paradise
1,300,000
Leonard Fields, John Golden,
Albert Lasker, Louis Calhern, BROOKLYN
1,700,000
Lionel Stander, Otto Preminger, Albee Theatre
Paramount
3,070,000
Al Lewis, Morris Gest and Toby Strand
550,000
250,000
Gruen at Sardi's for lunch yesterday. Majestic
•
Spyros Skouras, William Pow- QUEENS
Lasky Famous Players Studio
735,000
ers, Edward Zabel and John Healy Keith's, Flushing
788,000
1,060,000
of National Theatres are remaining Valencia, Jamaica
on the Coast another week.
RICHMOND
•
St. George Theatre and Building 620,000
Truman H. Talley, general manager of Movietone News, is due back RKO
Faces$50,000
late this month from a European surNet Loss for 1939
vey. He is now in Paris.
•
RKO will show a net loss of approximately $50,000 from consolidated
T. J. Connors, M-G-M division
manager, has left for West End, island operations for 1939 after all charges,
off the coast of Palm Beach, for three including taxes and interest, according
to current Wall Street estimates.
weeks of fishing.
•
Result compares with net profit of
Louis Davidson of the 20th Cen- $18,604 for 1938.
Interest charges for 1939 when the
tury-Fox publicity department has
sold several short stories to the News company was in reorganization are apsyndicate.
proximately equivalent to require•
ments for dividends on the preferred
stock of the reorganized company,
Robert Stack, Universal player,
1940. Dividend releft for the Coast yesterday via Amer- payable during
quirements for this year will amount
ican Airlines, on a call from the to about $770,000.
studio.
•
John Garfield will leave the War- Sound Experts See
ner studio for the East tomorrow, to
New Erpi Devices
star in a Broadway play.
•
Hollywood, Feb. 8. — Heads of
W. Ray Johnston, president of major studio sound departments were
Monogram, is confined to his home guests of Erpi today at laboratories
here for general discussion regarding
with the grippe.
•
current activities in sound recording
H. M. Richey, director of exhibitor and demonstrations of recently developed equipment by Erpi for imrelations for RKO, leaves tomorrow
provement of sound recording. T. E.
for Columbus.
•
Shea, engineering vice-president, and
Peter Levathes and Irving Barry Donald Mackenzie, director of engineering, who are here from the N. Y.
of National Theatres are back from
offices, described the new apparatus.
Havana.
•
Cromwell Honored
Otis Skinner, actor, sails on the
Santa Lucia today for a cruise to
John Cromwell, director of RKO's
Chile.
'Abe Linclon in Illinois," has been
•
awarded a special trophy by the NaHarry Cohn, president of Columtional Educational Association. Dr.
bia Pictures, left for Miami, yester- William Lewin, chairman of the orday.
ganization's Motion Picture Commit•
tee, informed Cromwell that he also
Joe Kaliski, formerly with Grand was being made a member of the asNational in Detroit, is in town.
sociation's Film Advisory Board.
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Perfect

Timing

Kansas City, Feb. 8.— The
Madrid Theatre here was
playing
"A Child
is Born" Paul
the
other day.
Its manager,
Reinke, was pacing the halls
of Research Hospital. Before
the day was over, Mary, 8'/4pound girl, was born to Mrs.
Reinke.

Paramount
Off

on

Chiefs

Trip

South

Fulloffice
contingent
of Paramount's
home
theatre executives
left yesfor visits into the
theSouth.
company's
theatre terday
associates
The departing group included Leon
Netter, Sam Dembow, Jr., Leonard
Goldenson and M. F. Gowthorpe.
They will make visits to officials of
the Wilby-Kincey, Lucas & Jenkins,
E. J. Sparks, S. A. Lynch, and E. V.
Richards circuits. Extension of the
Lucas & Jenkins operating agreement
with Paramount will be discussed during a visit to Atlanta.
Netter and Goldenson will vacation
in Florida before returning to New
York. Dembow and Gowthorpe are
expected back in about 10 days.
Oklahoma

Owners

Fighting Neely Bill
Oklahoma City, Feb. 8. — Morris
Loewenstein, president of the Theatre
Owners of Oklahoma, Inc., has called
on all independent theatre operators
in the state to call the attention of
Parent-Teacher organizations and
other active groups to the necessity
lor defeat of the Neely bill.
Loewenstein said effective work is
being done in Oklahoma and Texas
in changing
of resulting
women's
clubs
toward the
the attitude
Neely bill,
in the withdrawal of support in favor
of requests that the bill be defeated.
Newspapers in the area recently have
called for defeat of the measure.

Newsreel
Parade
Clips of various sports such as
boxing, skiing, horse racing, ice skating and diving largely compose the
new issues. Reels and their contents
MOVIETONE NEWS, No. 44— Jap aviafollowtors,:in formation flight over China, dfi. ,
bombs. Reindeer roundup in SweKSfr
Arabian twin colts born in California. Ke
formation at Cape Cod. Virginia girls play
in snow. Prince Bernard of Holland inspects defenses. Murphy becomes Supreme
Court member. Troops in Africa. Lew
Lehr. Silver Skates derby in New York.
Boys club boxing bouts. Skiing in Washington. Female jockeys in Agua Caliente
race. Sled dogs in training. Diving championships in Miami.
NEWS OF THE DAY, No. 242— British
boat sunk. Japs bomb Chinese city. Coast
Guard breaks ice on river. Fashions. Silver
Skates competitions. Ski jumps. Boys boxing matches. Diving exhibition in Miami.
PARAMOUNT NEWS, No. 47— Girls ride
horses in Caliente race. New Hampshire
skiing. Silver Skates. Celebrate Charro
days in Texas. Gasparilla carnival in
Florida. Children attend opera performance.
Dies-Pelley controversy in Washington.
War in Finland. Honeymoon island in
Florida.
RKO PATHE NEWS, No. 59 — Silver
Skates derby. Lay keel for new warship.
Water sports in Florida. Copper mining in
Arizona.
Boxing pontoons
bouts at for
New light
York planes.
Boys'
Club. Rubber
Corcnade Town Plate race in Mexico.
UNIVERSAL NEWSREEL, No. 848—
Pageant in Florida. Mardi Gras in New
Orleans. Fish for lenten. Honeymoon
island in Florida. Lay keel for new battleship. Weather boat for Coast Guard. Silver
Skates races. Dog sled races. Model boat
show. race.
Diving in Miami. Girl jockeys in
horse

Greece's Film Import
Rules Are Accepted
New regulations which facilitate the
importation of high-priced film into
Greece have been adopted and meet
with the approval of the film trade
there, according to a report to the
U. S. Department of Commerce from
the American Commercial Attache in
Athens.
The new regulations increase the
maximum amount authorized in
Lenrose Anti-Trust
exchange for importation of a
Suit Is Discontinued foreign
feature film from $750 to $1,500. The
Anti-trust suit of Lenrose Amuse- importer must guarantee a minimum
ment Corp., owner of a Newark in- two weeks showing, or simultaneous
dependent theatre, for $150,000 treble one week showings in two theatres, in
damages against the eight majors and Athens ; must post a bond to guaranM.P.P.D.A. was discontinued with
1940.tee performance of all regulations and
prejudice in a stipulation filed yester- release of the imported film by April
day in U. S. District Court. Plaintiff
had filed suit in March, 1939, claiming that it had been deprived of
MOTION PICTURE
product in restraint of trade.
Fox

Obtains

Nugent

As Writer for Year
Frank S. Nugent, film critic for the
New York Times, yesterday signed a
one-year writer's contract with 20th
Century-Fox. He will leave for the
Coast by car about March 15 and
report at the studio April 8.
Nugent has been given a leave of
absence by his paper. Ben R. Crisler
and Bosley Crowther will share his
duties and there will be no additions
to the reviewing staff, it is understood.
Altec Opens Office
Seattle, Feb. 8. — Local offices of
the Altec Service Corp. have been
opened here. Barclay Ardell is manager, the staff including O. M. Overmire and J. S. Briggs.
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Studios

Mexican

Hollywood, Feb. 8. — Twentieth
Century-Fox has extended the conFilms
Near
tracts of Alice Faye, Richard
Greene and Mary Healy and given
a pact to Jane Darwell. . . . Joel
By JAMES LOCKHAKT
McCrea has withdrawn from Cecil
Mexico City, Feb. 8. — Govern- B. DeMille's "North West Mounted
ment aid for the film industry seems to Police" to accept the lead in Wanger's
History,"
Vinbe just around the corner. The Min- "Personal
cent Sheean
book. from
Three the
different
istry of National Economy has invited
all Mexican companies to appoint screen adaptations have been made of
delegates to a conference to be held the book, but each had to be changed
here late this month to discuss prob- because of shifting events in Europe.
Meanwhile B. DeMille is searching
lems affecting the industry.
for a replacement for McCrea.
President Lazaro Cardenas has assured the National Cinematographic
Hugh Herbert will top every other
and Allied Workers' Union, which Hollywood actor in the number of
appealed to him for help, of all pos- roles played in one picture. He will
sible assistance in the situation. The
President said that he will advance play six in Universal's "La Conga
plans that have been in preparation for Nights." . . . Among the vehicles for
the past two years for the establish- Spencer Tracy at M-G-M is "Cyment of a state-controlled bank to
rano de Bergerac," rights to which
were acquired from Alexander
finance the industry.
Further assistance for the workers is Korda, who had wanted Charles
Laughton to play the title role. . . .
promised by Vicente Lombardo Tole- May McAvoy, star of the silents, will
dano, secretary general of the Confederation of Mexican Workers and do a bit in "Two Girls on Broadway"
for M-G-M.
Mexico's labor leader.
Victor Fleming has returned from
Mexican producers have started an a location survey trip to Florida to
intensive drive for more business in
prepare for "The Yearling," Spencer
Spain by sending two of their most Tracy
vehicle which Sidney Frankaggressive representatives, Antonio
lin will produce for M-G-M. . . .
Soria and Jose Rodriguez, to Ma- Jerome Cowan joins the cast of Wardrid to establish an exchange. The
ners' "Torrid Zone," which stars
producers think that as the war has
Jimmy
Cagney, Pat O'Brien and
limited European production, Mexi- Ann Sheridan. Andy Devine has a
can pictures have a better chance in featured role. . . . M-G-M has extended the writing contracts of John
Spain.
Monk, Jr., and Fred Finklehoffe.
Central Mexico's largest theatre, . . . Ian Keith joins Warners' "The
seating 6,000, is being built in Sal- Sea Hawk" cast.
tillo, capital of Coahuila State, by GaFreida Inescort has been cast as
briel Ochoa. The theatre will be inaugurated late in the Summer.
the menace in "Pride and Prejudice"
at M-G-M. . . . Edward H. Griffith
Exhibitors here are not to be taxed is testing five-year-old Hilda Grumore heavily this year, as the Senate ber, daughter of a Los Angeles newspaper vender,
for astock
role market
in "Virginia."
has rejected a a bill calling for new . . . The
original
ticker,
taxation, imposts that would exempt
which
was
Edison's
first
important
low-admission film houses but heavily invention, will be used as a prop in
tax those charging higher prices. The
the Man," which Clarence
present tax scale takes 16.5 per cent "Edison,
Brown is directing for M-G-M. . . .
of the exhibitor gross.
RKO is negotiating with Horace
Jackson and Grant Garrett for
their play, "He Does as She Pleases."
Atlanta Paramount
. . . After viewing rushes of Martha
in "Our Town," ProAdopts Dual Shows Scott'sducerwork
Sol Lesser obtained rights to
Atlanta, Ga., Feb. 8. — Lucas & "Emma," by Jane Austen, as a veJenkins Paramount theatre here will
hicle for the young actress. . . . "And
adopt the double feature policy begin- One Was Beautiful," magazine serial
ning Friday, becoming the first down- by Alice Duer Miller, recently purtown Atlanta theatre to do so. The
chased by M-G-M, will have Virginia
Paramount recently has been playing Bruce in the lead. Frederick Stesome big state attractions in con- phani will produce. . . . Lew Seiler
junction with minor pictures. The will direct "Flowing Gold," Warner
film based on the famed Rex Beach
Paramount is the L. & J. second story.
show.
The Fox is the top house.
L. & J.'s Capitol is adopting a policy of running stage and screen show
Goldberg and Port, producers of
four days over the weekend, and fol- all-colored cast films, in addition to
lowing with a picture only for three the 12 pictures scheduled for release
days. The Roxy theatre, independent by International Roadshows, will
rival, will do the same.
make three high budgeted films.
Clarence Muse will direct one from

Arthur Tuckerman, magazine
writer, has arrived from New York
under contract to Samuel Goldwyn
to begin work on "Tahiti," Somerset
Maugham story, which will star
Jon Hall and Dorothy Lamour.
. . . Warners has changed the title of
"We Shall Meet Again" to " 'Til We
Meet Again." . . . Having delivered
their fourth short, "Wild Boar Hunting," Errol Flynn and archer Howard Hill are negotiating a new release contract through Warners.
Elvia

Allman

and

Blanche

Stewart, known as "Cogina" and
"Brenda" on Bob Hope's radio program, have been signed for featured
roles
in "A .Night
at EarlSutherland
Carroll's,"
Paramount.
. . Edward
is negotiating with Edward Churchill, of Paramount's publicity department, for the latter's novel, "Wings
to the Sun." . . . Irving Cummings
has been given a new directing contract at 20th Century-Fox. The studio
also extended the pact of Sen Yung,
"Charlie Chan's" son.

$13,800
In

Twin

Total
Cities

Minneapolis, Feb. 8. — "Destry
Rides Again"
the cities,
box-office
procession in theledtwin
grossing
$8,400 at the Minneapolis Orphem
andEstimated
$5,400 atgrosses
the St.forPaul
Orphic*
the week
en
ing Feb. 1 :
Minneapolis :
"Balalaika" (M-G-M)
STATE— (2,300) (25c-40c) 7 days. Gross:
$7,100.
$4,000)(W. B.)
"British(Average,
Intelligence"
"Henry Goes Arizona" ('M-G-M)
ASTER— (900) (15c-25c) 7 days. Gross:
$2,350. (Average, $1,500)
"Judge
Hardy (1,600)
and Son"(25c-40c)
(M-G-M) 7 days.
CENTURY—
Gross: $5,100. (Average, $4,000)
"Joe (M-G-M)
and Ethel Turp Call on the President"
GOPHER— (990) (25c) 7 days. Gross:
$2,800. (Average, $2,500)
"Destry Rides Again" (Uni.)
ORPHEUM— (2,900) (25c-40c) 7 days.
Gross:
$8,400. (Average,
"Intermezzo"
(U. A.) $4,400)

WORLD— (4C0) (25c-55c) 7 days, 4th week.
Gross: $1,000. (Average, $1,4C0)
St. Paul:
Warners has temporarily shelved
"Destry Rides Again" (Univ.)
ORPHEUM— (2,000) (25c-40c) 7 days.
production of "The Constant Nymph"
in deference to "The House on the Gross: $5,400. (Average, $3,200)
"Balalaika"
(M-G-M)
Hill." Merle Oberon will star in
PARAMOUNT— (2,500) (25c-40c) 7 days.
both. . . . Concluding a 16,000-mile Gross:
$5,200. (Average, $4,400)
personal appearance tour of 14 states, "A Child Is Born" (W. B.)
RIVIERA— (1,000) (25c) 7 days. Gross:
Smiley Burnett, Republic's "west- $3,000.
$1,800)
ern" comedian, returned last week to "Blondie(Average,
Takes a Vacation," (Col.)
Hollywood to begin work in "El "City of Chance" (20th-Fox)
TOWER— (1,000) (25c) 7 days. Gross:
Rancho Grande," Gene Autry ve- $2,800.
(Average,
(U. $1,600)
A.)
hicle. Accompanying him were Wal- "Intermezzo"
ter Mattox, his business manager,
WORLD— (400) (25c-55c) 7 days, 2nd
and Albert Ardmore, his publicity week. Gross: $1,200. (Average, $1,000)
man. . . . Lee Tracy has been elected
commodore of the Pacific Writers Yacht
Club. . . . Andrew L. Stone is nego- Columbia Queries
tiating for permission to film the life
Hearing Postponed
of Ignace Jan Paderewski, noted
Polish pianist. . . . Wesley Ruggles
Government's application to strike
takes a vacation of two weeks in New out the interrogatories of Columbia
Pictures
was adjourned to Feb. 13 in
York upon completion of cutting of
a
stipulation
filed in U. S. District
"Two Many
his producer- day.
director
choreHusbands,"
for Columbia.
Court yesterday. The motion was
originally scheduled to be heard toFranklyn Warner, head of Fine
Federal Judge Goddard yesterday
Arts Producing and Distributing Corp.,
assigned an order which gave aphas purchased "Flying Heels," Charles
proval to the step between attorneys
Nevill Buck's original. . . . John for the majors and the Government
Krafft will write the screenplay. . . .
which agreed upon a consolidated set
Joan Bennett will co-star with of
50 interrogatories to be answered
Louis Hayward in Edward Small's by the Government on or about
"The Son of Monte Cristo." . . . Ann March 1.
Rutherford, Reginald Owen and
Heather Angel have been added to
the cast of M-G-M's "Pride and Grainger Perplexed
Prejudice." . . . Harvey Haislip is
By Crowded
Lobby
writing the screenplay for "Hell Cats,"
E. C. Grainger, general manager of
formerly "Flight Command," which
M-G-M has scheduled as a Robert Feiber & Shea theatres, made a rush
Taylor vehicle. J. Walter Ruben trip to New Philadelphia yesterday.
will produce.
One of to
his the
managers
therewhy
had' his
to
explain
authorities
theatre lobby was filled with standees,
Barry Republic Star
which is forbidden by law. Grainger
Hollywood,
Feb.
8.
—
Republic's
new western star will be Donald wants to know what picture could
crowd the lobby with people. P.S. The
Barry, who will be starred in a series picture, he knows for certain, was not
of six outdoor action films. The stu- "Gone With the Wind."
strip.dio is seeking a player for the serial,
"The Red Rider," from the comic

Museum Sets Program
A series of Russian, French and
German films will be shown at the
Seeks Sunday Film Ban his own original story. "Mystery in
Swing," second of the 12 scheduled, is Date New French Film
Museum of Modern Art Film Library
Nashville, Feb. 8. — Repeal of the shooting now. A mystery melodrama
during February. The illustrative
Sunday film law will be asked in a centered about activities on a Negro
Premiere
"The Raimu,
Baker's will
Wife,"
resolution to be introduced in the newspaper, it is being produced un- French
film of
starring
be films will picture the development of
der the banner of Aetna Film Corp., held Feb. 26 at the World. "Le Pa- the medium in Russia ; before the
City Council by Councilman Charles
Riley. The ordinance permitting Sun- headed by Arthur Dreifuss and quet au Front," American organization Revolution, immediately thereafter,
groups and the social
film.
day films was passed Feb. 21, 1939, Dr. Rudolph Brent with Goldberg whichsor theaids
French soldiers, will spon- experimental
showing.
after a bitter fight in the council.
and Port as co-producers.
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SUBJECT

Tomorrow

James R. Grainger, Republic president, leaves tonight for Chicago,
where the second in a series of regional sales meetings will be held tomorrow at the Drake Hotel.
An Eastern meeting will be held
today at the New York Athletic Club,
with franchise holders, branch managers and home office executives aty*2ding. Ten territories will be repf tinted.
Following Chicago, Grainger will
attend meetings in Atlanta, Feb. 15 ;
Dallas, Feb. 17, and at the Republic
studios in North Hollywood, Feb. 19.
Franchise holders attending the Chicago sessions will include Irving Mandel, who has Chicago, Milwaukee and
Indianapolis branch f ranchises ; Robert F. Withers, Kansas City; E. J.
Tilton and H. M. Warren, Des
Moines and Omaha; Nat Steinberg
and Barney Rosenthal, St. Louis, and
Gilbert Nathanson, Minneapolis.
Branch managers at the Chicago
meeting will include Harry Lorch,
Chicago ; J. M. Frackman, Milwaukee ; L. W. Marriott, Indianapolis ;
Carl Reese, Omaha, and Sam Seplowin, Detroit.

REVIEWS

"Drums of Fu Manchu"
(Republic)
Fu Manchu returns to the screen
in a 15-chapter serial produced by
Hiram S. Brown, Jr. Aided by his
"Dacoit men," whose will-power has
been removed by surgical operations,
Fu Manchu (Henry Brandon) is enin an effort
to conquer
entiregagedcontinent
of Asia.
He istheaided
by Gloria Franklin, his daughter.
On the other side of the fence is
William Royle, a representative of the
British foreign office, and Robert Kellard, son of a scientist who was
killed. The first chapter is replete
with murders, shootings and hand-tohand encounters. Running time for
first chapter 30 mins. ; others 20 mins.

"Siege"
(RKO Pathe)
Julien Bryan, noted photographer,
brought back from a visit to Warsaw,
Poland, authentic and uncensored
news pictures of Nazi bombing raids
on the virtually defenseless city. The
camera shows in stark detail the
wreckage of homes and hospitals, the
blazing buildings lighting the night
as incendiary bombs take their toll,
the pitiful mixture of fear, resignation and indignation on the faces of
the aged. Most striking of all shots
is that picturing the result after a
Nazi plane swooped low over a field,
striking down seven women who had
been grubbing for potatoes. It is a
better commentary on the modern war
of the air, and Bryan's own simple
explanatory remarks add to the effectiveness of the material. Running
time, 10 mins.

"Aquapoise"
(RKO Pathe)
One of the interesting Sportscope
series, this subject pictures the reckless and thrilling sport of aquaplaning
behind fast motor boats ■ in Florida "Mighty Hunters"
waters. The initial teaching of the (Warners)
James Swinnerton, who draws the
sport is shown, and several experts
almost literally stand on their heads Canyon Kiddies cartoon strip, created
Coast Owners
Hit
the backgrounds for this cartoon subthrough the water. It's
speedentertaining
they and
aas fast
subject. Runject, painting them in oil and producing a good illusion of depth and color.
ning time, 9 mins.
Accessory Trend
The technique is excellent, but the
subject matter lacks comedy. The
Hollywood, Feb. 8. — Trustees of
the Pacific Coast Conference of Inde- "Information, Please,
Kiddies are seen as hunters who become involved with a bear and other
pendent Theatre Owners yesterday
predicaments.
Running time, 7 mins.
went on record as opposed to com- (RKO Pathe)
mercialized previews, cited a trend
These short
subjects are as entertoward monopoly in ad accessory sales,
No. taining5"
asserted abuses exist in moveovers
on the screen as the "Infor- "Following the Hounds"
mation, Please" programs on the radio. (20th Century-Pox)
and pledged conditional protection for Beside the
three standbys, John Keiindependent exhibitor runs.
An outstanding subject and a virtual
ran, Franklin P. Adams and Oscar
The meeting set May 8-10 for the Levant, is Christopher Morley, an- "must" for any program. Describing
first annual convention of the organswering the questions thrown at them a fox hunt, the reel shows how the
ization, to be held at the Hotel Am- by Clifton Fadiman. This is exploit- horses are trained and then follows
bassador here. The program comable and enjoyable. Running time, 11 the pack of hounds on an actual chase.
Done in color, the photography has
mittee will include : Hugh Bruen, mins.
Jack Y. Berman, H. V. Harvey, Ben
striking beauty and realism. The colorful costumes of the riders and the
Levin and Robert H. Poole, executive
"Men
of
Muscle"
secretary of the I. T. O. of Southscenic beauty of the surrounding counern California, which will act as (RKO Pathe)
try lend vividness and charm to the
official host.
Athletes in training to teach physi- reel. Running time, 10 mins.
cal
education,
at
Springfield
College,
The trustees, representing about
2,000 independent theatre owners on Massachusetts, are the subject matter
this Reelism subject. Students are
the Coast, protested officially adver- of
"Double or Nothing"
tised previews and the practice of shown at the mental as well as their (Warners)
withholding pictures from subsequent physical duties, ranging from microAn entertaining two-reeler, during
scopic examinations to mat tumbling. which
runs by means of moveovers to what
doubles of well-known film
are called additional first run houses. It is interesting material, well han- stars present their specialties. The
dled. Running time, 9 mins.
likeness of some of these to the real
Under the organization's policy, it
will protect the runs of independent
persons is amazing. Seen are the
exhibitors only if the owners do not "Navajo Land"
counterparts of Mae West, Joe E.
permit their theatres to become ob- (RKO' Pathe)
Brown, Zasu Pitts, Charles Laugh ton,
solete or if runs were not first obThe Government's supervision of Deanna Durbin, Eddie Cantor, Bing
tained through fraud or misrepre- the lives of the Navajo Indians on Crosby and Hugh Herbert. There are
sentation.
their western reservation makes for
also songs
Ed Dixon.
Smalle's The
Octetteaction
and
by byLee
an interesting and pictorially effec- dances
tive short subject in the Reelism se- takes place through the medium of a
Film Suit Dropped
ries. Done in sepia tone, the film "nightmare" experienced by Lee
Suit of Societe Agatos, S. A., for pictures the Indians in school, at their Dixon while in the dentist's chair.
$3,000 against Du World Pictures, work of herding and farming and in Running time, 20 mins.
Inc., was discontinued yesterday in their simple homes. This is an effective subject. Running time, 10 mins. "Inf
the New York Supreme Court. Action
ormation, Please,
charged alleged failure to pay a percentage on distribution receipts for
"Africa Squeaks"
the
plaintiff's
Famille," (Warners)
(RKO Pathe)
under a contractfilm,
made"Sans
in 1935.
With Gene Tunney as the guest
Leon Schlesinger provides an amusing Porky Pig cartoon. Porky sets "expert," Clifton Fadiman, interlocuout on a safari through the African
Handle Palestine Films
tor,program
presents
Please"
via the screen.
The
6"his "Information,
jungle and encounters many strange radio
No.
Distribution of the product of the sights including a gorilla who acts like three regular experts are Franklin
Palestine Film Corp., newly-formed Tony Galento, and Stanley, who is P. Adams, Oscar Levant and John
producing company in Palestine, will searching for Dr. Livingstone, who Keiran. They provide a full measbe handled here by Roman Rebush turns out to be Kay Kyser. There is sure of entertainment and amusement
and Al Geist. First release is tenta- a fast musical ending. Running time, with their answers and their wit. Run7 mins.
ning time, 10 mins.
tively titled "On Guard."

Up

in

Says

France,

Miggins

Improving in recent weeks, Americompanies'
film business
the
Paris canarea
has increased
60 to in
70 per
cent of what it was last year and in
the provinces has improved still more,
according to Ben Miggins, Continental European manager for 20th Century-Fox, who arrived yesterday on
the Washington.
"The French Government is cooperating with the American companies,"
Miggins reported. "It is realized that
films
are a said
necessity."
Miggins
that distribution is
"making
progress
everyattendance
week" in
France and that theatre
is
increasing. Theatres are allowed to
remainnight open
or midin Parisuntil
and 11
the o'clock
authorities
are
permitting attendance up to 60 per
cent of seating capacities in some
cases, depending on the size of the
bombproof shelters. In the early
months of the war attendance was restricted more severely.
A similar situation exists in Bordeaux, Marseilles and other large
centers, while in the less populated
sections the restrictions are less drastic, said Miggins. He reported also
that production is being revived at
the French studios.
Business in Poland is disrupted and
20th Century-Fox has been unable to
establish communication with its
Warsaw office. Operations continue
in the former Czech republic, which
was annexed by Germany, but only
old films are being distributed.
None of the American major companies are operating in Italy, according to Miggins. He said that the
regulations on film imports recently
promulgated by the Italian Government permit more freedom in some respects and he is inclined to believe
that
the situation will be remedied
eventually.
theRegarding
Government
reorganizing
the
Spain,is Miggins
said' that
country's economy and that the necessity still exists to conserve Spain's
cash. posits
The
dethere, American
embargoed companies'
since the Civil
War, are still tied up. The distributors have not yet officially stated
whether they will accept or reject the
rules under which General Franco
will permit them to operate.
Canadian
Air

Political
Ban

Is Lifted

Montreal, Feb. 8. — Radio censorship of political speeches in Canada
will be lifted in the current national
election campaign, but the ban on the
broadcasting of public meetings will
continue.
All parties protested the censorship
of individual speeches, claiming the
Defense of Canada regulations provide machinery for muzzling those
who gave information of possible use
to the enemy. Instead of submitting
speeches to regional censors the speakers will be put on the honor system-.
Plans 'Captain
Kidd*plans
Hollywood,
Feb. 8. — RKO
the
Kidd,"
basedproduction
on the lifeofof"Captain
the pirate,
and
starring Charles Laughton.
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Pact

is Given

Vigil in the Night
London
O.K.
(RKO)
Hollywood, Feb. 8. — Latest entry in the field, of the grimly realistic
Notes
(Continued from page 1)
photoplay, "Vigil in the Night" balances outstanding characterizations
on the part of its name-value cast, the production and direction values
ness done
by six
the months
companies
in EngShift Cincinnati Managers
land for the
ended
Nov.
contributed by George Stevens, remembered for his "Gunga Din"
among
many
others,
and
its
basis
on
the
novel
by
A.
J.
Cronm,
author
Cincinnati, Feb. 8. — Gene Works,
1, last. During the first six months
who has been manager of the RKO of "The Citadel," against a total effect of unvarying bleakness.
Family, has been appointed manager
Only box-office results can tell exhibitors whether the values enumer- withdraw
»>' companies
this year,
75 perthese
cent of
their prop%.
of Gifts, downtown subsequent run,
ated above are of sufficient audience interest to counteract the essential of
donate share of money, based on that
formula.
controlled by Ike Libson. Arthur Piccola, assistant at the RKO Palace, tone of the picture — an unrelieved gray. The principal comedy touch
The remaining 25 per cent will be
succeeds Works at the Family. James during the more than an hour and a half which the film runs is as
withdrawn in accordance with whatGeers, assistant manager at the RKO
strictly adult as the tale itself. This comedy emerges from a nurse's
ever changes in business shall have
Orpheum, suburban subsequent run, description of her difficulties with an elderly patient who is beginning
occurred
with these companies in Engmoves to the Palace in a similar post, to feel the successful effects of a monkey gland operation.
land during the first six months of
The Cronin novel and the screenplay by Fred Guiol, P. J. Wolfson this year.
and Joseph Hansberry, assistant at the
RKO Lyric, goes to the Orpheum. and Rowland Leigh provide a tribute to the silent and daily heroism of
Harold Waugh, chief of service at the
However, to equalize it all, a rethe nursing profession, and do so against a background uncompromisingshuffling ofaccounts will occur at the
Palace, has been named assistant manclose of the year.
ly stark in its depiction of hospital life.
ager at the Lyric.
Shown in every detail is the struggle for equipment adequate to cope
At that time if the amount of funds
with any emergency bound to rise, and here concerning an epidemic of which were withdrawn by any comEnlarge Chicago House
pany based on its earnings of the last
Chicago, Feb. 8. — Plans for the spinal meningitis. Depicted at its most sordid is the attempt of the hossix months of 1939, shall be more
new Morgan Park Theatre have been
pital's titular head and board chairman to establish relations with an
changed to include a mezzanine which attractive and efficient nurse, resulting in her discharge. Delineated in than the proportionate amount it
will seat 300. This brings the capac- bold relief is the effort of that nurse to make her younger sister a loyal would have been entitled to, based on
earnings during the first six months
ity of the house to 1,200 seats. The
member of the same profession, resulting in the latter 's death from her of this year, than that company shall
Gollos Brothers will operate the the- work
make restitution of the difference to
in an isolation ward.
atre which will be completed early
Carole Lombard, as the nurse unswerving to her duty ; Brian Aherne, the companies which shall have been
this summer.
as the doctor attempting to carry on against the odds of avarice and entitled to a greater withdrawal under
the formula. This restitution will be
Remodel Indiana Theatre
inertia; Anne Shirley, as the younger sister influenced against her will made in terms of dollars in New York
LaPorte, Ind., Feb. 8. — The Cozy in her choice of career, but happy in her knowledge of a job well done
Theatre has been remodeled. New
involved, and exas she dies, and Julien Mitchell, as the board chairman, contribute fine between companies
changed in London in terms of
sound equipment has been installed.
the
with
etched
are
roles
and understanding portrayals. All their
Estimates of the approximate perT
Install New Seats
same underlying melancholy as the film itself.
centages
Tomahawk, Wis., Feb. 8.— The
Walter Selden pounds. of withdrawal as applied b
Running time, 95 minutes. "A."*
each company
were
published bof
FosLyric, operated by Mrs. Lillian
Motion Picture Daily on Jan. 30.
**'A" denotes adult classification.
ter and Mrs. Ann Clark, has installed
new seats.
These were as follows : Loew's, 25
which is extheatre
the
build
will
per
cent ; Warner Brothers-First NaReopen Iowa House
Hears Aims
pected to be ready for opening late Ampa
tional, 18 per cent; Twentieth CenSummer.
next
Hubtury-Fox, 17.5 per cent; Paramount,
Hubbard, la., Feb. 8.— The
bard is again open after remodeling
15 per cent ; United Artists, 10 per
of Ad
Accessories
and repairing following a fire some
Plan Two Houses in Town
cent; Columbia, 8 per cent; RKO,
(.Continued from page 1)
weeks ago.
Two
—
8.
Feb.
6.5 per cent.
Wis.,
Bay,
Sturgeon
new theatres are being planned for ment will be increased as the business
Using these percentages as a founRemodel at Greenfield
dation the approximate amounts to
this city. George Hannon of Green grows, thus absorbing the staffs of the
Greenfield, Ind., Feb. 8. ■— The Bay will build an 800-seat house and companies which sign with Advertis- be withdrawn by each of the foregoing
Riley theatre has been reopened after Frank Borchert of the Door Theatre
seven companies would be as follows :
ing Accessories.
being redecorated.
Co., plans the Bay View.
Loew's, $4,370,000; Warner BrothThe company's system of operation
ers-First National, $3,150,000; Twenwill be similar to the film distribuInstalls New Screen
Dixie Theatre Opens House
tieth Century-Fox, $3,062,500; Parators', he said, with branches in every
Geneva, Ind., Feb. 8. — Irving H.
mount, $2,625,000; United Artists,
Abbeville, La., Feb. 8. — The new territorial exchange center.
$1,750,000; Columbia, $1,400,000;
Cooper, manager of the Star, has in- Rex has been opened here. Operated
The poster exchanges, Casanave destalled a new screen and made im- by Dixie Theatres, Inc., the house will
clared, injure the distributors because RKO,
These$1,137,500.
estimates are unofficial and
provements inthe sound equipment of seat 1,000 and was erected at a cost
the theatre.
they
compete
with
the
ad
sales
deof $12,000.
partments and undersell them on their may vary from one-half of one per
one per cent, with the excepown merchandise. They have been cent to
Renovate in Indiana
tion of RKO which could be from
Buys Illinois Theatre
able to exist because of their low
Mishawaka, Ind., Feb. 8. — The
five to six per cent higher than the
Wenona, III, Feb. 8. — Joseph
attempts of the compa- estimated figure.
Tivoli has been completely remodeled Thomas of Elmwood has purchased prices,niesdespite
to discourage purchases from
and new sound equipment installed. the Art here from G. B. Alexander.
renters, he said.
A new type marquee has also been
erected.
"Many believe that the day of the
Facing
Purchases Iowa House
one-sheet has passed, yet that type of Film Trade
Sigourney,
la.,
Feb.
8.—
Will
H.
advertising
is
the
backbone
of
the
Purchases New Equipment
Eddy of Indianola, la., has purchased
More
Peru Taxes
industry's advertising'' said Casanave.
East Alton, 111., Feb. 8.— The Ritz the Garden from J. A. Meredith.
"It has lost value because of the
is installing new projection and sound
manner in which it has been hanA surtax of 10 per cent on total
equipment.
Film Trade Press
gross torsbusiness
done been
by film
distribuin Peru has
proposed
by
Reopen Pix Theatre
Casanave said Advertising AccesBacks
Finn
Drive
the
government
there,
according
to
sories
will
attempt
to
do
in
its
field
LeMars, la., Feb. 8. — Elser Link,
manager of the Pix, has reopened the
Fullest co-operation was promised what its affiliate, National Screen Ac- word just received in home office fortheatre after 10 weeks of remodeling. the motion picture division of the
cessories, has done in centralizing diseign departments.
tribution ofspecialty accessories. The
Finnish relief drive yesterday by film
The tax on gross would be in addition to all other taxes on film distribuReopening House Soon
dled." of National Screen Service,
trade press representatives at a confer- standing
tors now in effect in Peru.
ence at the Waldorf with Major L. E. the parent company, which is 21 years
Garner, la., Feb. 8. — Donald Gran
has remodeled the Avery theatre and Thompson, head of the division, Jack old, and the record of Herman RobAn investigation of the industry's
will reopen the house shortly.
Connolly, in charge of publicity, and bins, its president, is a guarantee that status in relation to the proposed tax
former President Herbert Hoover, di- the new company will fulfill its prom- is now under way with a view to regNaulteus Plans Theatre
rector of the drive.
istering a formal protest with the
ise, he said.
Short talks were made by Mary State Department.
Among those at the conference were
Cherokee, la., Feb. 8. ■ — F. W.
It is estimated that the tax would
Naulteus plans a new theatre here Terry Ramsaye, Mike Wear, Arthur Howard of the cast of "Abe Lincoln
on the site of the old Rialto Opera James, Maurice Kann, Sam Shain, in Illinois" and Terry Kilburn, who cost
the industry in excess of $500,000 annually.
House. Thomas Parks of Storm Lake Charles Lewis and George Morris.
is in "Swiss Family Robinson."
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"PINOCCHIO"
o' Gold'
Tot
(Continued from page 1)
tion, by the use of a spinning wheel,
of a telephone number which is called
directly from the studio. If the telephone is answered, $1,000 is awarded
to the subscriber; if unanswered, $100
is the prize. The program, which
started Sept. 25, is one of the most
widely popular ones on the air.
Of

John Butler, vice-president of
Stack-Goble, agency handling the
show, declared yesterday that "the
show will go on." Butler asserted
that the legality of the giveaway had
been studied very carefully. He
pointed out that the postoffice department's legal staff had ruled that literature describing the program was
mailable because no violation of the
lottery laws was shown. He stressed
the fact that the F.C.C.'s action did
not imply that any violation was involved and that the Commission did
not specify that any action was necessary.
At NBC, the policy of "no comment" on the show was continued
yesterday. Niles Trammell, executive
vice-president, explained that the network would not embarrass a client by
discussion of the program. All other
sales and program officials have been
instructed for some weeks that no
one except Trammell was permitted
to discuss it.
When questioned about the NBC
program policies, which specifically
set forth that "games of chance are
not acceptable," Trammell admitted
that it was "a good question." However, he added that the close association of the question with the "Pot o'
Gold" show made it impossible to discuss at this time.
Brazil
Violates

Film

Decree

Pact,

Claim

The State Department at Washington yesterday advised industry foreign
officials that it believes the recent
film decree promulgated in Brazil to
be contrary to the United States trade
treaty with that nation.
In consequence, the State Department's opinionAmbassador
will be forwarded
to
the American
at Rio de
Janeiro with instructions to make
representations accordingly on behalf
of the industry.
The recent film decree increases
censorship fees in Brazil from a current average of about $400 per feature picture to $1,600. Censorship of
all imported films, including short subjects, ismandatory.
The decree also requires American
distributors to purchase newsreels and
travelogues made in Brazil for distribution outside that country. The
purchases must be equivalent to at
least 10 per cent of the film footage
sent into Brazil annually by the distributor.
The industry protested the decree to
the State Department as a violation
of the U. S. trade treaty with Brazil,
particularly that part of it which guarantees against increases in taxes and
levies over the level prevailing at the
time the treaty was signed.

.

.

.

(Disney-RKO)

Mr. Disney's "Pinocchio" is the happiest event since the war.
. . . Is a blithe, chucklesome, witty, fresh and beautifully drawn
fantasy .which is superior to "Snow White" in every respect but
one: the score. — Frank Nugent, N. Y. Times.
Walt Disney is infallible. . . . He has wrought a second full
length cartoon of consummate artistry. . . . "Pinocchio" is far
better technically and it is more prodigal in its comic invention
(than "Snow White"). ... A compound of imagination and
craftsmanship, of beauty and eloquence which is to be found only
in great works of art. — Howard Barnes, N. Y. Herald Tribune.
On its merits "Pinocchio" will stand up against any and all current competition. . . . The picture will be enormously successful
financially. . . . Technically "Pinocchio" far surpasses its predecessor. ... Of the material of which hits are made. — N. Y. Daily
Mirror.
Walt Disney has waved his magic wand over Collodi's worldfamous fairy story, "Pinocchio," and presto! he has changed it
into the most enchanting film ever brought to the screen. . . .
Full of wit and charm, beautifully photographed. — Kate Cameron,
N. Y. Daily News.
Walt Disney has made the world a fairyland again. "Pinocchio"
has come to visit us, and he'll stay a long time. . . . Like "Snow
White," this is a screen classic, another of Walt Disney's cheerful
masterpieces. . . . For children, it should be a completely joyful
experience. — Eileen Creelman, N. Y. Sun.
Hollywood's one authentic genius has accomplished the astonishing feat of out-Disneying Disney himself. As brilliant as was his
"Snow White," Disney's "Pinocchio" is twice as enchanting. And
most remarkable is the technical progress that Disney studios
have made in the past two years. — Rose Pelswick, N. Y. Journal
and American.
Sing out the news that Walt Disney has done it again — and
that in "Pinocchio" he has not only matched "Snow White" but
in many respects has outdistanced it. It is a lovable film — one
that leaves you tingling with joy and laughter. . . . An artistic
achievement and rollicking entertainment. — William Boehnel, N. Y.
World Telegram.
In writing of "Pinocchio" you are limited only by your own
power of expressing enthusiasm. To put it in the simplest possible
terms, the film is fantastically delightful, absolutely perfect, and a
work of pure, unadulterated genius. — Archer Winsten, N. Y. Post.
Another outstanding, sensational hit. . . . "Pinocchio" is far greater than "Snow White" in many ways. , . . Its mechanical maneuvers are startling, the work of genius. It is funnier. . . . Disney
reaches a new high in perfection. — Jimmy Starr, Los Angeles
Herald and Express.
Masterfully, Walt Disney again expands the scope of cartoon
entertainment. ... A picture of remarkably robust action, highlighted by humor and poetry. . . . The camera art is triumphant.
Edwin Schallert, L. A. Times.
It was the treat that comes once in a lifetime. ... Of Walt
Disney's genius, too much cannot be said. ... It has a story that
is exciting and entertaining. . . . Everyone who had a part can
feel he has contributed a work of art to the motion picture industry.— Louella Parsons, L. A. Examiner.
By far the best of all Walt Disney's animated cartoons. . . .
He has produced a charming, amusing and decidedly beautiful
fantasy. ... A thoroughly engaging motion picture. "Pinocchio"
shows great advancement in the animated cartoon field. — L. A.
Daily News.
Telegraph

Premiere

'Bullet'
Reactions
Memphis, Feb. 8.on
— Warners instituted an innovation in checking patron
reactions here today at the world
premiere of "Dr. Ehrlich's Magic Bullet" at the Warner Theatre. With
the cooperation of Postal Telegraph,
a teletype machine was installed in
the lobby. Interviewers from two local papers, the Press-Scimitar and
Commercial Appeal, solicited comments from patrons after they left the
theatre.
The reactions then were transmitted by teletype to the leading exhibitors of the country, Warner home
office and studio executives and the
company's district and branch managers throughout the country. The
comment also was sent to key city
newspaper amusement desks.

Brevities

Five

Texas

Stations

Lose FCC Licenses
Washington, Feb. 8.— Five Texas
broadcasting stations today lost their
operating licenses, effective February
24, on the ground that they failed
fully to disclose to the Federal communications commission the details
of ownership, management, financing
and control.
The Commission charged that while
each of the five stations was licensed
to different licensees there were in
each undisclosed interests of Dr.
James G. Ulmer and Roy G. Terry,
and that the original construction permits and licenses were issued upon
false and fraudulent representations.
The stations affected by the order,
which they are given IS days to contest, are KSAM. Huntsville; KAND,
Corsicana; KRBA, Lufkin; KTBC,
Austin, and KNET, Palestine.

25
granted permissio
has American
NBCLatin
stationsn toto rebroadcast the Joe Louis fight. StandJersey and four
Oil of New
ard
ing.
subsidiaries which are sponsoring the
short wave broadcast will mention
their products on the commercial it
will attempt no direct product™-.1/!Tieups are being arranged among
station managers, local managers of
the oil companies and RCA- Victor
for exploitation of the broadcast. NBC
declared that it will grant permission for rebroadcasting to all Latin
American stations which request it.

IJ
j
j

!;

]

Program News
Sealtest will use 60 NBC-Red stations for the Rudy Vallee show when \
it starts on March 7. . . . More than
3,500 guests are expected when
"America's Town Meeting of the Air"
is broadcast from Chicago on Washington's Birthday. . . . "In God's
Country," program directed by the ■
German- American Writers Association, ofwhich Thomas Mann is president, has had its time increased to
a half hour over WCNW. . . . News
flashes will be used on station breaks
every
day. hour for Regent cigarettes over i
Club"
y Swing
"Laff time,
moves
Tuesdays
at
WHN. to. .a . new
9:30 P. M. over Mutual next -TuesTBS Revival Looms
Transconrevival of
The possible
tinental Broadcasting
System
was
indicated yesterday by letters sent
to. stations which were to have
been affiliated with the new web.
Robert Thompson, TBS secretary,
notified station owners that Hugh
K. Boice, newly elected executive
vice-president, is making a thoroughworkstudy
plans
for thedetails
netand of
will
provide
"within a few days."

Personalities in the News
Alan Dinehart, Glenda Farrell and J
Lyle Talbot will be guests of "Fifth
Row Center" over Mutual this Sun<
commcntaBaukage,
day. . . .address
tor, will
the NBC
Lawyers
Club in

Buffalo on Feb. 17. . . . Gertrude Niesen will be guest star of Alec Templeton over NBC-Red in his first broadcast from Chicago this year. . . . Irene
Rich zvill be unable to appear on her \
regular Sunday broadcast over NBC.
When her condition failed to improve, :
doctors ordered her
Hollywood hospital.
Bomb

Film

removal

to a '

Officials Home

Norton V. Ritchey, foreign manager of Monogram, has received word,
from Helsinki that the home of Nils
Dahlstroem, managing director of Suomi Films, has been destroyed by Soviet bombs. The company distributes
for Monogram in Finland. Neither
Mr. nor Mrs. Dahlstroem were injured, itwas reported.
Sonotone Shifts Policy
Chicago, Feb. 8. — Withdrawal of
Amkino, distributors of Soviet films,
from the American market has caused
the Sonotone here to change its policy
to other foreign product.
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Theatres

Told

$38,240,000 in Mortgages
Held by 26 Companies
Washington, Feb. 12. — The 26
largest life insurance companies in the
United States held mortgages on theatres amounting to $38,244,000 as of
Dec. 31, 1938.
This information was reported to
the temporary National Economic
Committee today by the Securities and
Exchange Commission.
In addition, it was shown in a
voluminous report on the companies
that they owned theatres and real
estate of which theatres comprised the
major asset amounting to $2,826,944
on which, during 1938, they had a return of $450,153.
Theatre properties sold by the life
insurance companies in 1938, amounted
to $358,750 on which, during the year
preceding sale, the companies had a
return of $34,419.
The report showed, however, that
the theatre properties comprised only
a small percentage of the insurance
money invested in real estate which,
according to Leon Henderson, S.E.C.
member of T.N.E.C., is so great as
to give the life companies a "first
mortgage" on the country.
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Credits

In History of Films
For the first time in the
history of motion pictures,
important credits will be
rendered orally when Paramount's "Buck Benny Rides
Again" is shown. Names of
the star and featured players
will be announced by Don
Wilson, who announces the
Benny radio programs.

Final financial data to be submitted
by the Producers Association negotiating committee to I. A. T. S. E.
studio unions on Thursday was forwarded to Hollywood over the weekend and correlated with other material at a special meeting of the Producers Association in Hollywood yesterday. The Producers negotiating Columbia
to Honor
committee will meet today to comsession.plete preparations for the Thursday
Montague
in Drive
The final data included production
cost sheets on pictures which went
Columbia's annual sales and billings
before the cameras after the 10 per drive will be coupled this year with the
cent wage increase was put into effect 15th anniversary with the company
last November. It shows the effects of Abe Montague, general sales manaof the increase on production costs
The drive will start Feb. 17 and will
and, in addition, establishes the point
continue
for three months through
that current operations do not reflect
the effects of the wage increase since May 10. It has been designated the
none of the pictures started during "Montague Fifteenth Anniversary
ger.
the period are in general release yet.
Paying tribute to the general sales
Campaign."
manager's lengthy service with the
UA Hays Resignation
company, Jack Cohn, Columbia viceEffective on March 1 president, declared :
"Of all the motion picture execuUnited Artists' resignation from the
tives, Iknow of none with a better
M. P. P. D. A. will become effective
reputation for fair dealing than Monon March 1.
tague has. That in itself should creThe resignation, tendered last Sepate an urge among exhibitors to contember, could not become effective
tribute their best efforts toward makuntil six months thereafter in according this anniversary campaign a
ance with the by-laws of the Hays
organization.
A series
of bonuses will be awarded
unique
success."
The resignation applies only to the high
ranking
throughout the
distributing corporation. It does not three months salesmen
campaign. In addition,
apply to producers affiliated with grand awards will be made to those
United Artists, who may be members with the best records at the close of
the drive.
of the Hays organization.

CENTS

ComerforcTs
Estate

At

Placed

$2,000,000

Holdings

in

30

Companies

Theatre

Revealed

Scranton, Feb. 12. — M. E. Comerford, film theatre circuit owner,
owned personal property valued at
nearly $2,000,000 at the time of his
death in Miami, an inventory on his
holdings on file with the register of
wills has disclosed.
The appraisal of the estate showed
a total net value of $1,739,171.32.
Comerford died on Feb. 2, 1939.
Frank C. Walker, executor of Comerford's will, recorded the inventory.
It showed the estate to consist principally of holding's in some 30 theatre
companies and several real estate corComerford's most valuable property,
porations.
■the inventory revealed, was 1,000
shares of Penn Realty Co., which was
listed at $386,760. His next biggest
holding was 3,334 shares of Meco
Realty Co, to the value of $376,018.99.
(Continued
5)
Principal
among onthepageestate's
other
4Pinocchio'
Best

on

Gross

Broadway

"Pinocchio" headed for a first week
gross at the Center of more than
FCC Probe Will Fix
$50,000 with three days of capacity
holiday weekend business which
spurred attendance on Broadway.
Radio Prizes Policy
44
The Walt Disney feature, without
Washington, Feb. 12. — Departstage show aid, was forced to add an
Northwest
Passage
ment of Justice and F. C. C. officials
extra morning performance over the
anticipate that the investigation of the
weekend, grossing $32,000 for the first
(Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer)
"Pot o' Gold" program will be comfour days, ended Sunday, and conpleted without delay, it was learned
tinuing at capacity yesterday. "Gone
over the weekend.
With the Wind" also was at capacity
Hollywood, Feb. 12. — Here; Ladies and Gentlemen of Show Busi- over the weekend at the Astor and
Indications are that if the program
is found to be in violation of the lotness, is a picture to start talking about now, if you've got it scheduled Capitol, taking an average of $3,000
tery statutes, it will be ordered off and keep right on talking about, with rising fervor, until it comes to daily at the former and $12,000 daily
the air immediately but officials re- hand, after which, by all the rules of showmanly precedent, the customers at the latter.
fused to hazard an opinion as to will pick up the glad news and start shouting it from the housetops.
"Swiss Family Robinson" at the
whether any prosecutions would be
Music Hall grossed about $50,000 for
For
this
is
the
kind
of
a
picture
the
customers
have
always
made
it
undertaken in such an event.
the holiday weekend, indicating a
It is generally believed, however, their personal business to tell their friends about, a solid piece of screen
Old New
$75,000wasweek.
that no attempt will be made to im- entertainment, sound as a bell, tight as a drum, strong as the strong York"
strong "Little
at the Roxy
with
men
whose
factual
adventure
the
film
reproduces
faithfully
and
with
pose any penalty under the circuman estimated $34,000 for five days
stances because the program was pure- tremendous power. It is the kind of picture the industry and its public
through yesterday. "Grapes _ of
ly an advertising scheme and the nub- thrive upon, the kind that makes paying customers out of the casual Wrath"
continued steady at the Rivoli
lic was not required to buy tickets or comers, friends out of strangers.
in its third week with $27,500 for the
otherwise contribute in order to parweekend, indicating another $48,000
ticipate.
The story of the picture, based on Book One of Kenneth Roberts' week.
F. C. C. officials saw in the case historical novel of the same title, is an implicitly simple account of the
. "The Fighting 69th" grossed $27,a good opportunity to develop a defi- Rogers' Rangers expedition, 1759, undertaken to wipe out the Abenaki 000 for the weekend, its third week at
Indians,
allies
of
the
French
against
the
British
in
the
French
and
• nite policy on giveaway programs,
about 50 of which are now on the Indian War.
the;
"Geronimo"
and $24,500
Strand, did
Laurence Stallings and Talbot Jennings accounted for the
Paramount
for itsat first
air.
(.Continued on page 5)
five days through Sunday.
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My Little Chickadee
{Universal)
g
travelin
foreign
,
AC. BROWN
• auditor for Paramount, sailed
Hollywood, Feb. 12. — For the first time on the screen, the gusty,
for Europe Saturday on the Washing- lusty humor of Mae West and W. C. Fields is presented in the same
ion. Also sailing were Johannes De
Graaf of the Eastman Kodak Co., package, an episodic western comedy from Universal entitled "My Little
New York, and Mrs. W. R. Webb, Chickadee." Brimful of Westian lines, oral and otherwise, and the
wife of the vice-chairman of Eastman cinematic connivings, gesticulations and utterances of Fields, the picture
takes them through a conveniently phoney marriage, wild life in a western
Kodak in London.
•
town, robberies and the denouement which causes the villain to return
Mr. and Mrs. Oscar A. Doob ar- the stolen gold after being influenced by the woman's wiles. Fields,
rive at Palm Springs today and will deposed as sheriff and "husband," leaves for
greener pastures for his
later visit the M-G-M studio. They chicanery.
met Mr. and Mrs. Arthur M.
much of the humor centering about Fields' unsuccessful attempt
Loew at Tucson and proceeded West to With
consummate his marriage with Miss West, who contrives a spurious
with them.
•
marriage because she thinks Fields is wealthy, the picture is definitely
adult fare.
Mrs. T. B. Noble, wjfe of the genThe stars, who also wrote the original screenplay, appear for most of
eral manager of Westland Theatres,
Inc., Oklahoma City, and their son the film's 83 minutes, relegating but comparativ
minor tasks to Joseph
have been delayed a week in their trip Calleia, Dick Foran, Ruth Donnelly, Margaret ely
Hamilton, Donald Meek
to
Colorado Springs due to the boy's Fuzzy Knight, Willard Robertson, George Moran, Jackie Searl and Fay
illness.
•
Adler. Gene Austin, "Candy" and "Coco" furnish musical accompanifor Miss
one song, "Willie of the Valley," written by Milton
Oakland.
Ben West's
James Memery, member of the ad- Drake mentand
vertising staff of Loew-Poli in New
Edward F. Cline directed this Lester Cowan production.
Haven, is the father of a boy, James
The usual West style of stressing delivery of lines prevails throughout
Parker, born at the New Haven
Hospital.
Running time, 83 minutes. "A."*
Vance King
•
*"A"
denot
es
adult
classi
ficati
Charles Levy of the RKO publicity
on.
department and Mrs. Levy are the
parents of a girl, Judy, born on FriChildren of Writers
day at the Menorah Hospital, Brook- Kills Vineland Writ;
lyn.
•
Rehearing
Ordered
'Pinocch
E. H. Collins, assistant to W. J.
io'
MoreAtte
than nd
400 children
of newspaKupper, Western division manager
Philadelphia, Feb. 12.— U. S. Cirper and_ magazine writers attended the
for 20th Century-Fox, has returned
cuit Court of Appeals here has sent first children's matinee of Walt Disfrom a swing through the territory. the Vineland injunction case back to
ney's "Pinocchio" at the Center The•
atre Saturday afternoon.
the
Federal District court for a rehearing.
After the showing they inspected
Rose Drucker of 20th Century-Fox
this week observes her 12th year as
"Pinocchio" exhibit at the Museum
The higher court held that District aBuildin
g. e and Industry in
secretary to Roger Ferri, editor of. Judge William H. Kirkpatrick issued of Scienc
the RCA
the Dynamo, company publication.
an
injunction
against
Warner
Theatre
•
The audience also included children
defendants and major distributors in
of
Mr. and Mrs. Irving Berlin, Mr
Mrs. David E. Rose, wife of Para- favor of the Landis Theatre. Vinemount's
British productions chief, land, N. J., without any basis having and Mrs. Jack Pegler, John J. O'Consailed for London on the Washington been established on which to pass
nor, Edwin Weisl, Jr., Mrs. Richard
Saturday with her son, Robert.
Patterson and others. Charles Anfinal judgment.
•
thony Winick, son of Antoinette
No date for the District court's reDon Withington has resigned as
hearing of the case has been set yet. Spitzer, entertained some friends, children of newspaper people, as part of
manager of the Variety Club headJudge Kirkpatrick's ruling, grant- his birthday
quarters in Oklahoma City. James
celebration.
ing
the
Landis
a
preliminary
injuncGarrison succeeds him.
tion,
was
appealed
to
the
higher
court
•
by the defendants and argued on Jan.
W. E. Demonstrates
E. J. Tilton, manager of the Re19 as having an "unconstitutional''
public Midwest exchange, Des Moines, effect.
New Microphone
is back at his office a short time each
New
micropho
ne developed by the
day after an operation.
•
Co. to overcome reRodney
Bush,
exploitation and Western Electric
verberations was demonstrated at
Wallace Wolfe, chief RCA Pho- publicity manager of 20th CenturyMadison Square Garden Friday before
tophone engineer at Hollywood, _is Fox, has left for a Florida vacation.
radio
men,
«
resentativ
es. technicians and press repvisiting
company's laboratories
here and the
in Camden.
•
William B. Zoellner, M-G-M
The instrument, called the "multiHarry Loewenstein, president of branch manager in Oklahoma City, mike," can be adapted in accordance
with acoustical apparatus in studios.
Loewenstein Theatres, Inc., Ardmore, today observes his •birthday.
Okla., has returned from Mineral
Advantage to the talking motion picture is claimed in outdoor scenes
Irving Cohen of the Paramount
Wells, Tex.
•
home office legal department is taking tions.
where sound echoes ffom all direcE. A. Patchen, assistant general a long delayed vacation.
manager of Standard Theatre Corp.,
Oklahoma City, was ill last week with
Ohio ITO Meets Feb. 28
Joseph Moskowitz of 20th Ceninfluenza.
tury-Fox
plans
to
leave
for
the
Coast
©
Columbus, Feb. 12. — Directors of
late this week.
the I. T. O. of Ohio here have set
©
Ruth Rich, secretary to Gus Eyethe date for the annual convention
sell at the Music Hall, left Saturday
William Wyler and Mrs. Wyler as Feb. 28 and 29.
for a two-week vacation in Miami.
arrived in New York from the Coast
yesterday.
•
WANTED
Dalton
Trumbo,
writer, arrived
For Lunch, Dinner or Supper
from the Coast over the weekend.
You SCRATCHED
can get extra revenue out ofFILMS
your prints by
having us restore your scratched film to pracGlendon
Allvtne
is
visiting
in
tically
new
condition.
Telephone
CO 5-6767
LaHIFF'S
TAVERN
for our low prices.
Kansas City.
•
AMERICAN RECONO. INC.
MEETING The
and Industry's
EATING PLACE
245 WEST 55th ST.. NEW YORK, N. Y.
Frank
Phelps
of Warners is ill of
Negative-Positive-Technicolor Film Rejuvenated
156 W. 48th St. Tel. CHickering 4-4200
laryngitis.

In

Previewed

Michigan

City

Port Huron, Mich., Feb. 12. — Industry notables attended the opening
here Saturday night at three theatres
of M-G-M's film, "Young Tom EdiAmong those in attendance were:
Louis B. Mayer, John W. Considine,
Jr., producer of the film ; Mickey
Rooney, the film's star; Mr. and 4'
William F. Rodgers, Mr. and s'ds.
Howard Dietz, W. R. Ferguson, Howard Strickling, Mr. and Mrs. Ben
Wickham and the Rev. Edward J.
Flanagan, of Boys Town, Neb.
Prior
son." to the preview, the celebrities were guests of the Ford Motor
Co. at the Ford plant, where Henry
Ford and his son Edsel greeted Mayer, Rooney and the others. A visit
to the Ford museum at Greenfield
lowed.
Village, historical landmark, folOne of the original wood-burning
trains on which Edison worked as
a boy, was run from Detroit to Port
Huron for the opening. Governor
Dickinson of Michigan was among
train.
the group making the trip on the old
In New York, Secretary of Navy
Charles Edison, son of the inventor,
and Governor Moore of New Jersey
on Saturday were guests of honor at
a luncheon at the Astor of the Edison Pioneers. At the same time a
luncheon also was being held here,
the speakers including Governor
Dickinson, Premier Mitchell Hepburn
of Ontario, Canada ; Mrs. Minna Edison Hughes, widow of the inventor,
Mayer and Rooney.
A wire was sent by Edison in New
York to the luncheon here, and received over the original Western
Union telegraph apparatus used by
the inventor. In the early evening
Mrs. Hughes turned on the 50,000watt beacon which will serve as a
permanent memorial to Edison. Following the preview in the evening, at
the Family, Majestic and Desmond, a
ball was held.
SMPE
Group Meeting
Atlantic Coast Section of the Society of Motion Picture Engineers
will hold a meeting at the Hotel
Pennsylvania on Wednesday. The
subject will be "Quality in Television
Pictures" and the speakers will be
Peter C. Goldmark and John N. Dyer
of the CBS television department.
MOTION
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Parents
Strike

Motion

Picture

Daily
Broadcast

Threaten
Over

Films

In an open letter titled "Must Parents Strike," the Schools Motion
Picture Committee over the week-end
protested the failure of New York circuits toinre-arrange
their
schedules
order to show
filmsbookingwhich
the Committee believes desirable for
tbsK. 1,278,000 children between the
at r* Jof five and 14 in the city.
TTie Committee, composed of ParentTeacher Association leaders and organized five years ago, said that it was
having an extremely hard time inducing circuits to show pictures which
parents approve for juvenile patronage. The Committee criticized films
which they considered unsuitable for
children to see.

5

"Northwest
Passage9
(Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer)
(.Continued from page 1)
the screenplay, one of the most expertly judicious and elementally
dramatic scripts of recent years.
King Vidor's direction is a masterpiece of professional artistry, perhaps the most distinguished of his long and notable career. Producer
Hunt Stromberg, in whose sustained sequence of immense undertakings
no man may point out a failure, was never more successful, never more
proficient in his handling of a vast and complex project, than here.

Free

Music

to Pictures

Film producers and exhibitors will
have free use of all music owned by
Broadcast Music, Inc., Sidney Kaye,
B. M. vice-president, declared over
the weekend. Full cooperation will
be sought with the industry, Kaye
said, although he also pointed out that
there may be a licensing charge in future years if B. M. succeeds in building up a sizeable catalogue.
Formal announcement of the beginning of operations on April 1 was
made Friday. B. M. was organized
by broadcast stations to develop new
music independently of Ascap. Neville Miller was elected president,
Kaye vice-president and Everett R.
Revercomb, secretary-treasurer.
Kaye declared that only radio stations would be required to pay licensing- fees. Since popularization of
music is an important element in the
business of music publishing, it will
be to the interest of B. M. to allow
films to use its music free of charge,
Kaye said.
Stock subscriptions and license
pledges total $1,140,375 at the present time and indications are that
about $1,250,000 will be on hand before April 1. A total of 246 stations
have pledged support and others are
expected to join.

Spencer Tracy's performance as Major Rogers, at once commander
and comrade of his doughty volunteers, is doubtlessly the finest of his
career. That would be, in part, because the role is perfect for him, a
rugged, courageous, commonsense variety of hero who is primarily
human, resolute, determined, essentially rough, invariably credible. The
Rogers personality fits Tracy like the leather shirt he wears.
Robert Young and Walter Brennan are most closely associated with
Tracy in the picture and their every word and movement clicks. Other
members of the large cast, all excellent, are Ruth Hussey, Nat Pendleton, Louis Hector, Robert Barrat, Lumsden Hare, Donald McBride,
Eight Weeks Bring
Douglas Walton, Isabel Jewell, Addison Richards, Hugh Sothern, Regis
$800,000 for 'Wind' Toomey, Lester Mattehsw, Truman Bradley, Andrew Pena and Mon"Gone With the Wind" enters its
tagu Love. There isn't a soft spot.
ninth week at the Capitol and Astor
An adventure story in the best meaning of the term, some 90 per cent
on Broadway today, after rolling up
a gross of close to $800,000 in eight or more of the action takes place out of doors, on streams, over mounweeks.
tains, in rough valleys, over barren plains, and the color camera photographs itmagnificently. It is becoming stereotyped to report that
The Astor, at two-a-day reserved,
has been doing an average of $22,000 the color technicians have again outstripped their previous best, but
weekly and the Capitol an average of the statement is true of many exteriors in this film.
more than $70,000 a week.
It is to be noted that the main title announces this as Book One of
The film is scheduled to close a
"Northwest Passage," suggesting that there may be a Book Two coming
four-week run at Loew's theatres in up.
Unless the Hollywood preview audience was completely mistaken
Newark and Jersey City on Feb. 22,
in its reaction to this, M-G-M might as well start the cameras grinding Mobeel Anti-Trust
to be followed by Columbia's "His on the second section immediately.
Suit Discontinued
Girl Friday" and another feature,
Discontinuance
of the $75,000, treble
Running time, 123 minutes.
"G."*
Roscoe Williams
damage, anti-trust suit of Mobeel EnComerford
Leaves
*"G" denotes general classification.
terprises, Inc., against the eight
majors,
Republic
Pictures, Monogram
$2,000,000 Estate
DistributingCorp.
and Century Cir(Continued from page 1)
cuit was filed in U. S. District Court
assets were: 1,150 shares of North
Friday. No reasons for the disconPenn Theatres $175,195.66; 616 2/3
tinuance were disclosed. Mobeel, as
shares Metropolitan Theatre Co.,
owner of the Glenwood in Brooklyn,
$126,219.33; 500 shares Capitol TheAcademy
Nominations
had charged conspiracy to deprive it
atre Co., of Hazleton, $103,013.23;
of
product.
333 1/3 shares Luzerne Theatre Co.,
Hollywood,
Feb.
13.
—
Nominations
for
the
Academy
Awards
of
$78,369.96.
1939, from which the prize winners will be decided at the annual
Additional amusement company en8 Majors Answer
banquet
on Feb. 29, are as follows :
terprises listed among the stock holdBoston Trust Suit
ings were : 84 shares Carbondale TheBest Picture— "Dark Victory," "Gone With the Wind," "Goodbye,
atre Co., $24,128.16; 167 shares ComMr. Chips," "Love Affair," "Mr. Smith Goes to Washington," "NinotchBoston, Feb. 12. — Forty-five anerford Theatres, Inc., $72,739.38; 389
ka," "Of Mice and Men," "Stagecoach," "Wizard of Oz," "Wuthering
swers were filed late Saturday, deadshares Federal Theatre Co., $45,316.line for answering the $2,595,000 antiAmusement
Park
39 ; 334 shares Hyde
trust suit in which eight major comBest Performance by Actor — Robert Donat in "Goodbye, Mr. Chips ;"
Heights."
Co., $56,961.34; 84 shares Shawnee
panies are accused by seven theatre
Clark Gable, "Gone With the Wind ;" Laurence Olivier, "Wuthering
Amusement Co., $23,805.37 ; 334 shares
corporations from Massachusetts to
Heights ;" Mickey Rooney, "Babes in Arms ;" James Stewart, "Mr.
West Side Amusement Co., $56,078;
Florida. The plaintiff in each case
Smith Goes to Washington."
25 shares Savoy Theatres Co., $30,000.
asked for trial by jury. The suits will
The inventory listed $24,000 in cash.
Best Performance by Actress — Bette Davis in "Dark Victory;" Irene
be entered on the March term
calendar.
Dunne, "Love Affair ;" Greta Garbo, "Ninotchka ;" Greer Garson, "GoodComerford, at the time of his death,
owned or controlled approximately
bye, Mr. Chips ;" Vivien Leigh, "Gone With the Wind."
125 theatres in Eastern and Central
Best Performance by an Actor in Supporting Role — Brian Aherne in
Pennsylvania and New York State.
Assembly Passes
"Juarez;" Harry Carey, "Mr. Smith Goes to Washington;" Brian DonIn his will he bequeathed his estate
levy, "Beau Geste ;" Thomas Mitchell, "Stagecoach ;" Claude Rains,
Ticket Price Bill
to his widow, his daughter and many
"Mr. Smith Goes to Washington."
relatives. During his lifetime his
Best- Performance by an Actress in Supporting Role — Olivia De
Albany, Feb. 12.— The State Asphilanthropies were large and widesembly tonight passed, 130-0, AssemHavilland
in
"Gone
With
the
Wind;"
Geraldine
Fitzgerald,
"Wuthering
spread.
Heights ;" Hattie McDaniel, "Gone With the Wind ;" Edna May Oliver,
blyman Mitchell's bill restricting the
re-sale of theatre tickets to 75 cents
"Drums Along the Mohawk;" Marie Ouspenskaya, "Love Affair."
above original printed price. The
Dissolution Voted
Best Direction — Victor Fleming for "Gone With the Wind;" Sam
measure, which now goes to the SenWood, "Goodbye, Mr. Chips ;" Frank Capra, "Mr. Smith Goes to Washate, also transfers licensing authority
By Poster Renters
ington ;" John Ford, "Stagecoach ;" William Wyler, "Wuthering
over ticket brokers from the Secretary
Philadelphia, Feb. 12.— George P.
of State to the License Commissioner
Aarons, attorney for the National
Best Written Screenplay — The late Sidney Howard for "Gone With
Heights."
of
N"— York City and mayors elsePoster Renters' Association, returning
where.
the Wind ;" R. C. Sheriff, Claudine West and Eric Maschwitz for "Goodtoday after a three-day meeting of the
bye, Mr. Chips ;" Sidney Buchman for "Mr. Smith Goes to Washington ;"
association in New York, said that the
Charles Brackett, Billy Wilder and Walter Reisch for "Ninotchka;"
organization had disbanded because, he
Ginsberg to Para.
Charles MacArthur and Ben Hecht for "Wuthering Heights."
explained, all except four or five of
Henry Ginsberg, who recently reBest Original Film Story — Felix Jackson for "Bachelor Mother;"
the members had sold out to Advertissigned as vice president and general
Mildred Cram and Leo McCarey for "Love Affair ;" Lewis R. Foster
ing Accessories, a subsidiary of Namanager
of Selznick International, will
for
"Mr.
Smith
Goes
to
Washington;"
Melchior
Lengyel
for
"Ninotchtional Screen. The renters _ associajoin
Paramount
as executive assistant
tion has been a cooperative unit
ka;" Lamar Trotti for "Young Mr. Lincoln."
to Y. Frank Freeman within the
headed by Simon Libros, head of
fortnight.
National Penn Printing here.
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AGVA's

Activities

American Guild of Variety Artists
on Friday elected a new executive
secretary, Hoyt S. Haddock, the third
person to hold that post in the six
month-, of A. G. V. A.'s existence.
Haddock, a labor consultant, will remain with the union until it is functioning smoothly and leadership developed from the ranks.
Haddock was formerly president of
the American Radio Telegraphists
Union, and for the past two years
labor adviser for Standard Oil of
New Jersey. He will continue to
work for other clients, including employers, while in the union post, but
will devote most of his time to
A'The union still has about $18,000 in
cash left from loans from other actor
unions, Haddock said. He denied that
A G V A. had withdrawn from the
circus and outdoor entertainment field
despite the assertion to that effect
before the Miami meeting of the A.
F of L. executive board by Ralph
Whitehead, executive secretary of
American Federation of Actors.
Whitehead is seeking a charter to
organize circus and outdoor actors and
workers.

Goes

West

to Film

Rogers' Short
ld lRodner, Warner executive
HaroWil
Will Rogand vice-president of, the
ers Memorial Fund left for the
the selecCoast last night to supervise
tion of talent for the production of the
annual Will Rogers short.
The film will be shown in theatres
throughout the country during Will
nal Theatre Week startRogers Natio
ing April 18.
The short will be made it one ot
the major studios, with all companies
participating.
Brandt

Circuit

Plans

Eleven New Houses
Harry Brandt announced over the
cirweek-end that the Brandt theatre new
cuit plans to construct eleven
houses along Colonial architectural
lines in New England this Spring.
and
They will be built in Pawtucketlson,
Danie
m,
Putna
;
I.
R.
,
dence
Provi
Bridgeport, Darien and Danbury,
Conn.; Southbridge, Milford, Great
Barrington and Plymouth, Mas.s.
"Wrath"

Will Get
65 Pre-Releases
Total of 65 pre-release engagements
on "Grapes of Wrath" has been set
Century-Fox. First engageby 20th
ment other, than the Rivoli in New
York will be in Miami Feb. 21. It
will open at the Capitol, Cincinnati,
Feb. 22.
t
j
On Feb. 29 it will begin extended
the folengagements in 10 cities and start
in
lowing day, March 1, will
23 situations. Other engagements
will follow between March 2 and 12.
National release is scheduled March
15.

Critics9

Quotes

"SWISS FAMILY ROBINSON"
In the face of psychological difficulties "Swiss Family" is an excellent job. . . . The production contains some of the most brilliant
photography yet seen on the screen, and the direction is technically
perfect. — Lee Mortimer, N. Y. Daily Mirror.
This one doesn't seem too much of a good thing ... a bit far
fetched. . . . When it stays with the book the film is considerably
better. . . . Moderately entertaining — Frank Nugent, N. Y. Times.
A bit ponderous. . . . The show is eminently suitable for children
and they will probably love it. . . . They have pointed up the
moralizing of the original. — Howard Barnes, N. Y. Herald Tribune.
Not of classic film proportions. . . . The backgrounds are well
done and the acting of the small cast is splendid. — Kate Cameron,
N. Y. Daily News.
With bold strokes of movie magic, Johann Wyss's story of high
adventure has been transferred to the screen with full, exciting
flavor. . . . One that will give you a pleasant, escapist feeling. —
Los Angles Examiner.
The incidents of the picture are for the most part funny, exciting
and instructive. . . . The film is a generally creditable piece of movie
making. — L. A. Times.
Thomas Mitchell does a superb job as the elder Robinson. . . .
RKO can well puff out its chest for a production that definitely
lands in the smash hit class. — L. A. Herald Express.
"GERONIMO"
Breathless excitement . . . delight of audiences. ... Is somewhat
inaccurate historically. . . . There is enough fast and furious movement among the characters to satisfy the most rapacious action fan.
— N. Y. Daily News.
Indians bite the dust on quite a colossal scale. . . . Produced
much more pretentiously than most westerns. — N. Y. Journal and
American.
An old fashioned western with all the trimmings . . . a regulation
old thriller at which the audience hisses the villain and cheers the
cavalry. — N. Y. Herald Tribune.
A naive but rousing western. — Philadelphia Record.
Whenever it takes leave of the father-son conflict which occupies
much of its celluloid, and gets down to the business of Indian
fighting, "Geronimo" is a thriller. — Philadelphia Ledger.
Action-crammed picture. . . . The period (in American history)
is vividly pictured. . . . Only the best can be said of the players. —
Philadelphia Daily News.
Riding, scalping and shooting furnish more entertainment than
the plot. — Philadelphia Bulletin.
"THE GRAPES OF WRATH" (20th-Fox)
People who go to pictures for the sake of seeing pictures will
see a great one. ... Is possibly the best picture ever made from
a so-so book. ... It is certainly the best picture Darryl Zanuck
has produced or Nunnally Johnson scripted. — Time.
Zanuck proceeded to convert one of the most controversial books
of recent years into one of the screen's great films. . . . The facts
as Steinbeck presented them have been dramatized with a boldness
and an uncompromising integrity that is rare in Hollywood. —
Newsweek.
Sonn

Loses

Plea

Court

in RKO

on

Case

N. Y. -Supreme Court Justice McCook Friday denied an application of
H. & S. Sonn, Inc., to strike out
the answers of RKO Film Booking
Corp., RKO - Service Corn, and the
White Plains Hamilton Corp. for failure to submit books and records on
an examination before trial. Suit is
alleged failfor $200,000 damages fordefendants
to
ure on the part of the
pav 50 per cent of net receipts of the
RKO White Plains Hamilton Theatre
under a lease with the plaintiff.
Manages Frisco Theatre
San Francisco, Feb. 12.— Appointment of W. H. Crosby as manager of
the El Rey, one of the city's largest
neighborhood houses, has been announced byRoy Cooper, division manager of Golden State Theatres.

Favor Ford, Capra
John Ford and Frank Capra were
rated the favorite directors of the 40
Halifax Theatre Renovated
students of the film course conducted
Alfred
Art.
at the Museum of Modern
Halifax. N. S., Feb. 12.— The Family here has been renovated, with 500
Hitchcock and Rene Clair were declared the next choice.
new chairs installed.

Exploitation
Extensive Campaign
Set for 'Pinocchio'
One of the most extensive exploitation and publicity campaigns ever put
behind
picture's opening here was
executeda by
RKO and the Disney
New York office for the premiqljl
Pages of roto pictures were carrieu
in the New York Times and HeraldTribune, and special material appeared
in 50 additional dailies in the metroarea.
Tieupspolitan with
numerous New York
newspaper advertisers have been effected and 900 stores are featuring
"Pinochio" in window displays. Songs
from the picture will be plugged on
radio programs and 1,200 tack cards
have been posted at strategic transportation points. National exploitation for the picture is on a similar
scale.
An elaborate press book, colorful
and comprehensive, has been issued
on "Pinocchio." It contains material
on promotion, a manual of exploitation, various types of publicity, feature stories and suggested advertising campaigns.
Promotes 80 Window
Kansas for
City,
Feb. 12. — John McDisplays
"Wind'
Manus,
manager
Loew'sdisplays
Midland,
arranged 80 store of
window
for
"Gone With the Wind," including
Woolf Brothers, which is the second
time
81 years the store has provided
such in
a display.
Plan Feminine Preview
For 'Many Husbands'
Hollywood, Feb. 12. — Columbia's
film, "Too Many Husbands" will be
previewed before an all-feminine audience, in a socalled "leap-year preview." Approximately 300 critics and
columnists will send their wives and
sweethearts to the Los Angeles showing, for which feminine projectionists
and ticket takers will be used.
10,000 Match Covers

Plug
'Nick Carter'
Oklahoma
City, Feb. 12. — For the
showing of "Nick Carter, Master Detective," Paul Townsend, manager of
Hearing to March 18
the Liberty, promoted 10,000 paper
Washington, Feb. 12. — Hearings match books on which he stuck printed
on frequency modulation broadcasting, labels calling attention to the playdate
originally scheduled for Feb. 28,
have been postponed by the Federal of the picture. He had them distributed in all downtown drug stores, resCommunications
Commission until
March
18.
taurants and other places near the
The action was taken in order to heatre.
give some of the interested parties 'Wind' Fashion Caravan
additional time in which to prepare
the material they desire to file with Continues Illinois Tour
the commission. In order to expeM-G-M's "Gone With the _Wind"
dite the hearings, the commission has fashion caravan is continuing its tour
ordered that all prepared statements of Illinois cities after a visit to Indianapolis. The caravan, featuring
shall be filed at least one week in advance of the meeting and that wit- costumes and sketches used in the picnesses will not be permitted to read
ture, is in charge of Capt. Volney
such statements when on the stand.
Phifer and his wife, Eloise Phifer.
FCC

Postpones

FM

Form Kentucky Firm
Honor Frances Perkins
Hollywood, Feb. 12. — Sonya Levien,
Louisville, Ky., Feb. 12. — Articles
famous film writer, will be hostess to of incorporation for the Rex Theatres
Frances Perkins, Secretary of Labor, of Louisville, with capital stock of
at a cocktail party here Feb. 14 when $5,000, have been aproved. Incorporathe cabinet member makes a short
tors were Matt B. Kolb, Meyer Lantz
visit to Hollywood.
and J. M. Pound.
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• The audience sees on the motion
picture screen only those colors that
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the chart of color distribution here
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Radio
New

Big

Picture

''Calling
( Warners)

Philo

Vance"

From the late S. S. Van Dine's detective novel, "The Kennel Murder Case," another adventure of that amazingly clever gentleman
Washington, Feb. 12. — Congressleuth, Philo Vance, is brought to the screen. The formula is good, and
sional lobbying is more effective
successful, the original novel was popular, and the exhibitor may be
against the Federal Communications assured of a salable detective film.
Commission than most other federal
William Clemens, who directed, held the pace well, starting actively
administrative agencies, it is held by and maintaining the speed, as the story, revolving about war plane plans
the Attorney General's committee on sought by several governments, starts in Vienna, and moves to Washadministrative procedure in a monoington. In this case Vance is acting for the Federal government, a
graph on the F. C. C. just prepared detective on special assignment from the Bureau of Investigation. Howa<; the basis for further studies.
ever, he still has Markham, this time as a Federal official, and the notThe F. C. C. report was one of a too-clever detective.
James Stephenson, essaying the role of Vance, handles it capably,
number prepared by the committee,
which plans to hold hearings with if not brilliantly, while Henry O'Neil, as Markham ; Edward Brophy,
a view to drafting a final report and as the detective ; Margot Stevenson, Ralph Forbes and Donald Douglas
recommendations sometime next Fall, render competent assistance.
As Vance goes on the trail of a plane designer suspected of selling
covering various independent agencies.
The basis for much of the lobby- his plans to foreign governments, despite an exclusive arrangement
ing directed against the Commission with the United States, his suspect and a brother are murdered. With
is the "financial stake" involved in tainingly.
a handful of likely suspects, Vance unties the knot smartly and enterbroadcast licenses, the committee explained.
Running time, 62 minutes. "G."*
Charles S. Aaronson
"The Congressional response in this
particular area of regulation is strong*"G" denotes general classification.
er than it might be if it were stimulated only by a desire to pacify imPromotions
Made
portant residents of the affected disIs $14,500
tricts, for it is a commonplace that 'Woman'
the radio is rapidly becoming the most
On U niversaVs Staff
Cincinnati Leader
effective electioneering medium ; conHollywood, Feb. 12.— Cliff Work,
gressmen may have much to gain perCincinnati, Feb. 12. — "I Take vice-president and general manager of
sonally by the licensing of new sta- This Woman" took $14,500 at the Universal, today announced a series of
tions in their home territory and by RKO Palace, while the "N. T. G.
promotions of executives and emsecuring the 'friendship' of station World's Fairest" revue on the RKO
ployees under which Milton Schwarzowners," it was commented.
Shubert stage helped "Congo Maisie" wald has been placed in charge of exHowever, the report added, it is to a $13,000 gross.
ploitation and musical productions and
Estimated takings for the week endimpossible "to indicate what effect
congressional pleas may have either
Jack
Gross in Grant,
charge of
"Ideaeditor,
Pictures."
ing Feb. 7-10
Marshall
story
has
the : Night" (Para.)
upon individual commissioners or up- "Remember
RKO ALBEE— (3,300) (35c-42c) 7 days. been made associate producer. Don
on the entire commission." It was Gross: $11,000. (Average, $12,000)
Brown, executive secretary to Work,
Take This Woman" (M-G-M)
pointed out that a "superficial" at- "IRKO
PALACE
—
(2,700)
(35c-42c)
7
days.
will
be Gross's assistant. Greg Dowtempt has been made by the Commis- Gross: $14,500. (Average. $10,000)
ling, secretary to Operations Manager
sion to remedy the situation but, it "Congo Maisie" (M-G-M)
RKO SHUBERT— (2,150) (42c-60c) 7 days. David Garber, takes Brown's former
was held, "so long as it is popularly
Stage:
"N. T. (Average,
G. World's$10,000)
Fairest" revue. post. Elmer Gfether of the prop desupposed that the Commission's de- Gross: $13,000.
moves intoCripps,
Dowling's
formerto
cisions may conceal rather than re- "Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
position. partment
Leonard
assistant
veal the true determinants of the
RKO CAPITOL— (2,000) (75c-$l-$1.50) 7
days, 7th week. Gross: $21,000. (Average at Grant, becomes the new ' story editor
officials' judgment, there will be perunder the supervision of Dan Kelley.
sistent efforts to subject the Com- "Geronimo"
(Para.)
35c -42c, $6,500)
"
mission or its individual members to
Grant's
first picture will be "Bombay
RKO LYRIC— (1,400) (25c-40c) 7 days.
Gross: $3,800. (Average, $5,000)
political pressures."
"Oklahoma Frontier" (Univ.)
"Bombs Over London" (Film Alliance)
WMCA
Transmitter
RKO FAMILY— (1,000) (15c-25c) 4 days. Uprising."
Gross: $1,500. (Average, $1,500)
Study Lawyer Status
WMCA
has
been
authorized by the
"Escape to Paradise" (RKO)
"Emergency Squad" (Para.)
F.C.C. to build a 5,000-watt transmitRKO FAMILY— (0,000) (15c-25c) 3 days.
In Momand's
Action
ter at Kearny, N. J. This will inOklahoma City, Feb. 12. — The Gross: $900. (Average, $900)
"His
Girl
Friday"
(Col.)
clude a new type three-tower direcquestion of whether J. B. Dudley, attional antenna system which will give
KEITH'S— (1,500) (30c-40c) 7 days, 2nd
torney, is qualified to represent the week.
Gross: $5,000. (Average, $6,000)
WMCA the strongest daylight signal
defendant in the Federal anti-trust
at any independent station in the New
law suit of A. B. Momand, Shawnee,
York area. It will boost WMCA's
Okla., against the Griffith Amusement Theatre Prize Tax
daylight power five-fold. WMCA has
Co. and Consolidated Theatres, Inc.,
Offered in Kentucky had its transmitter for the past eight
has been referred by Judge Alfred P.
Ky., Feb. 12. — A bill years at Flushing, L. I.
Murrah to the committee on griev- hasLouisville,
been
introduced
in the Kentucky
ances of the Oklahoma State Bar Aslegislature to levy a tax of 15 per
sociation.
Theatre Pioneer Dies
Dudley, who withdrew as attorney cent of all cash prizes given by moConneaut, O., Feb. 12. — W. A.
tion picture houses, or any other places
for the Griffith company some time of amusement.
Pittis, 80, pioneer theatreman, is dead
ago, filed a petition in Federal Court
Pink G. Curd, author of the bill, here. More than 30 vears ago, he was
last week asking Judge Murrah to
among the group of. men who started
pass upon his qualifications.
said that since "Bank Night" was the first film exchange in Pittsburgh.
made legal by the last legislature,
first theatre
"we might as well get some revenue He
1906.opened
LaterConneat's
Pittis operated
theatresin
Eight Join Club
out
it." The bill mentions cash in Cleveland and Buffalo.
nrizesofonly.
Oklahoma City, Feb. 12. ■— Sol
Davis, assistant property man of the
Associates to Install
local Variety Club, announces that
Town'
'Boom
Stars inFeb.
eight new members have been ac4Hollywood,
Harry Hershfield, Broadway wit,
12. — Metro
will
cepted for membership in the club will be master of ceremonies at the co-star Clark Gable, Spencer Tracy.
recently. They include Walter Do- annual installation of officers of the. Claudette Colbert and Hedy Lemarr
lan, Cliff White, Jr., Hy Martin, John Motion Picture Associates at the in "Boom Town" to be produced by
Feeney, Charles Rook, James Allen Hotel Astor at noon today. Jack Conway.
Sam Zimbalist and directed by Jack
Smith, Louis Barton and Ray Hughes. Ellis will be installed president.

AN has extensive
farm atnews
been arranged
CBS hookup
which
will cover the country and give last
minute news on agricultural conditions, Charles Stookey, director of
farm broadcasts, announced ovci^he
weekend.
\ 1
Under
the direction
vine,
assistant
director of
of Leori^Leeducation,
regional directors will report on conditions and they will be summarized
by Stookey on "Columbia's Country
Journal" each Saturday at noon.
When crop conditions warrant, the
broadcasts will be made directly from
the different regions.
Personalities in the News
Reinaid W errenrath and Egon
Petri will be guest contestants on "So
You Think You Know Music" over
CBS on Friday. . . . Miriam Hopkins
and Edmund Lowe will be guests on
"Texaco Star Theatre" in a dramatization of "Jezebel" tomorrow over
CBS. . . . Fannie Brice may do a play
for the Theatre Guild this Fall. . . .
C. S. Ferris, formerly with BlackettSamplc-Hummcrt, has joined the H.
W. Kastor & Sons agency as vice-'
president. . . . Edzi'in G. Foreman,
Jr., has organized the Foreman Co.
in Chicago. He will act as station
representative. Morse Ely and Sylvia Dozvling haz'c joined the script
department of William Esty & Co.\
. . . Ruth Gordon, zvho plays the
role of Frau Ehrlich in Warner's
"Dr. Ehrlich's Magic Bullet," zvill be
guest
expert on "Information,
Please,"
over NBC-Blue
tonight at 8:30.
Ex-Mayor Emcee on WHN Show
Former Mayor, James J. Walker
will be master of ceremonies on
WHlfs amateur hour which will
be revived Feb. 26. Broadcasts will
take place Monday nights from 9
to 10 P. M. from the stage of
Loew's State Theatre.
Program News
The starting date for "Cash on Delivery" over Mutual has been postponed to Monday, Feb. 28. . . . Applications for "Uncle Don's" child talent quest in his tieup with Monogram close on Feb. 29. . . . Isabel
Manning Hewson, one of the first zvomen commentators on radio, will rez'eal the philosophy she derived from
"Pinocchio" over' WEAF at 9:30
A. M. today in her Sheffield "Morning
program.
Mutual Market
will haveBasket"
an exclusive
National
Defense W eek program Friday at
11:15 P. M. Speakers will be Gen.
John J. Pershing, Secretary of War
Harry A. Woodring. Rupert Hughes,
the novelist. Dr. Robert Sprout, president of University of California, and
Fourth
Lt. Gen.Corps.
DcWitt, commander of the
119th Mutual Affiliate
KPAC, Port Arthur. Texas, has
ioined the Mutual web, making a
total of 119 affiliates.
Free Lunch at Radio Show
And now it's free lunch ! In addition to the many radio giveaways and]
contests, Ilka Chase's new show over
NBC, fers "Luncheon
Waldorf"
ofa free meal at
to the
members
of the
audience who participate in the show.
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Ad

Absorbed
Accessories

Advertising Accessories, Inc., recently-formed subsidiary of National
Screen Service, has acquired 22 of the
25 units of the National Poster Service Association, Charles Casanave,
vice-president and general manager of
the subsidiary, said yesterday.
Deals are now pending with the remaining three units, Casanave declared. These three are Western
Poster Co., Inc., San Francisco;
Southern Poster Service of Los Angeles, and Western Poster Co. of
Northwestern Seattle. The three, affiliawith
ted _
each other, are represented in the current negotiations by
R. R. Wolf, A. J. Aaronson and
Max M. Morris.
Casanave declared that the heads
of the 22 absorbed units would become associated with Advertising Accessories, representing the company
in their respective districts.
Simon Libros, president of National-Kline Poster Co., Philadelphia, and
president of the Poster Association,
was instrumental in closing the individual deals. Casanave said. Libros
will be retained in an advisory executive capacity by Advertising Accessories.

TEN

14, 1940

CENTS

GODDARD
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U.S.

TACTICS

Claims

Hollywood, Feb. 13.— The
Inter Talent Council, composed of representatives of
the Actors, Writers and Directors Guilds, will meet tomorrow noon to discuss what
stand, if any, should be taken
on stories concerning alleged
Communism in Hollywood.
The Council will specifically

discuss
Dies'
Hollywood, Feb. 13. — Voting to
articles inCongressman
Liberty Magazine.
reject any wage increase recession
proposal, leaders of the Conference of
American Federation of Labor Studio
Unions today accepted an invitation of O'Connor
to Head
producers to meet Thursday afternoon
to open discussions of readjustment of
wage scales.
Section
Industry
At that meeting the studios will ask
the unions to formally relinquish the
Of Catholic Drive
10 per cent wage increases granted
last November.
Conference heads, representing
John J. O'Connor, operating head of
about 20 locals, including 10 I.A.T.- RKO Theatres, has been named chairS.E. groups, will first meet Thursday
man of the motion picture andment amuseindustries
morning to formulate their strategy in
group in the
1940
dealing with the producers. It is the
Annual
Catholic
opinion of informed observers that
Charity Drive.
the wage increase issue will go to arO'Connor is now
bitration.
forming
mittee. his comThe decision to resist any attempt
to have the increases revoked came at
The drive,
today's meeting when union men comwhich is an an(Continucd on page 7)
nual affair, will
be sponsored by
22
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Jack

at Two

Cohn

Balks

Questions at Pre-Trial
Examination

The Government yesterday completed a one-day pre-trial examination of Jack Cohn, vice-president of
Columbia, in its anti-trust suit against
the majors. Cohn, second Columbia
official to testify, answered all except
two questions asked by Special Assistant Attorney General Robert L.
Wright.
The first of these was a request to
produce a list of all exhibitors in 36
key cities who were entitled to first
run Columbia films in the past five
seasons. The second was an objection to a question whether Cohn
had ever considered the advisability
of the acquisition of theatre interests
by Examinations
Columbia.
will continue today
when William A. Scully, general
sales manager of Universal, will testify. RKO officials appear Monday.
Cohn, in describing his background
the Archbishop's and duties, stated that he owned no
Committee, head- financial interests outside of Columed by Alfred E.
bia. In 1929, his company embarked
Smith, chairman,
and Frank C. on a policy of building up a national
er.
distribution system because he was
Walker, treasur- convinced that it could only become
J. J. O'Connor
The following clared.
a major concern by that policy, he deindustry figures already have accepted
In behalf of Columbia, Cohn
invitations to serve on the 1940 commit e :
agreed to furnish a number of detailed lists to the Government, includHarry Buckley, United Artists ; H.
ing one showing all franchises with
(Continued on page 2)
exhibitors ; a confidential statement of
oictures produced for the company by
Patterson Funeral
independents with the terms of financand a list of pictures which were
In Atlanta Saturday sold ing ;separately
from block book sales.
Funeral services for Willard C.
Patterson, assistant general manager
of Warner Theatres, will be held in Bioff Isn't Fugitive,
Atlanta on Saturday from the PatterGov, Olson
Hints
son & Son chapel.
Los Angeles, Feb. 13. — Governor
Patterson died Monday at Palm
Olson, after listening to attorneys for
Springs, Cal. Mrs. Patterson is en
William Bioff, I.A.T.S.E. leader, toroute with her husband's body and
day took under advisement an extrawill stay at the Biltmore Hotel in Atdition plea of Illinois authorities who
lanta.
want Bioff to finish serving a senNat Fellman of the Warner Theatence imposed on him in 1922.
tres executive staff will represent the
At a hearing in Sacramento, Olson
company at the funeral. Mrs. Irma declared : "I am not satisfied that
Flanders,
Patterson'sto secretary,
will Bioff is a fugitive from justice. I
leave
here tomorrow
attend.
want to study all circumstances and
Patterson, who was 53, was born affidavits in this case. I also want
in Atlanta. Following a period in to look into circumstances why Chilegitimate theatre work as advance
cago authorities had never appre(Continued on page 8)
hended Bioff prior to his coming here,"

MAJORS
Columbia

Scores

Victory

On Queries; Case Badly
Handled, Says Judge
Federal Judge Henry W. Goddard,
who will preside at the trial of the
Government's New York anti-trust
suit against the industry, yesterday
upbraided Government attorneys for
their "very arbitrary attitude" in preliminary phases of the litigation, in
the course of a hearing in U. S. District court here.
The hearing was on the Government's objections to furnishing Columbia with separate answers to interrogatories and ended in a complete
victory for the company.
Judge Goddard ruled that Columbia dated
may have
consolianswers access
which to
the the
Goverment
will furnish to all other defendants by
March 1 and that if the information
provided is insufficient, Columbia may
come before him again on March 8 to
renew its request for additional information.
The Government
Col(Continued onhadpagerejected
6)

9,000
Finn

Theatres
Drive

Give

Support

More than 9,000 theatres will participate in collections for the Finnish
Relief Fund next Saturday and Sunthe Motion
18, Fund
17 and
day,
ture Feb.
Division
of the
reports.PicAll major circuit houses and thousands of independent theatres will participate in the two-day collections
which will be conducted in the lobbies
by volunteer workers. The days have
been designated "Motion Picture Help
Finland
BecauseDays."
of the limited
(Continned
on pagetime6) and perActors

Push

of Casting

Probe
Bureau

13. — A two weeks'
Hollywooofd, theFeb.
extension
investigation into aliirregularhas
other Bureau
ties inleged
thejob payoffs
Central and
Casting
Actors
been approved by the Screen
Guild. A private detective, making
the investigation, made a preliminary
report last night.

2

Motion
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(Continued from page 1)
M. Doherty, Warner Brothers ; Austin Keough, Paramount ; Charles L.
O'Reilly, Sanitary Automatic Candy
Co. ; Martin Quigley, Quigley Publishing Co. ; Nate J. Blumberg, Universal Pictures ; William A. Scully,
Universal Pictures, George C. Walsh,
Netco Theatres Corp.; Jack Pegler, Lord & Thomas ; James R. Grainger, Republic Pictures ; Joseph McConville, Columbia Pictures, Charles
B. McDonald, RKO Theatres and
Frank C. Walker, Comerford Theatres.
The full committee is expected to
be completed by the end of this week.
Paramount

Picture

Officials

Neely's Bill
Combat
Means of combating the Neely bill
and other legislation inimical to the
industry were discussed by Paramount
theatre associates and home office executives meeting this week in Miami
Beach, according to word received at
the Paramount home office yesterday.
The meeting was described as "informal" and was attended by Barney
Balaban, Paramount president, and
Austin C. Keough, vice president and
general counsel, who have been vacationing in Florida.
In addition, the Paramount home
office theatre executive staff, consisting
of Leonard Goldenson, Leon Netter,
Sam Dembow, Jr., and M. F. Gowthorpe, who left New York for Miami
last Thursday, was in attendance.

OVERNIGHT

Purely

Personal

►

JOSEPH
BERNHARD,
general
arwillRex,
KORDA
rive from Europe
on the
»J
manager of
Warner Theatres,
ill ALEXANDER
at Lenox Hill Hospital, was reported Thursday,
and plans to leave for
Hollywood over the weekend.
last night as slightly improved.
•
•
Monroe
Greenthal,
Jack Haley,
J. J. Milstein, eastern representative for Edward Small, has left for Joseph Moskowitz, Joseph Pincus,
a 10-day vacation in the South, fol- Harry and Jack Goetz, W. Ray
lowing which he will go to Hollywood Johnston, William Fitelson,
to confer with Small on new season Thomas Loach, Irving Hoffman,
production plans.
Rube Jackter, Sam Citron, Wil•
liam A. Scully, George Skouras.,
Stanton Griffis, Milton Kusell, Hobart Henley and Joshua Logan
Si Fabian, John Lodge, A. P. Waxlunching at Bob Goldstein's Tavern
man, Eddie Dowling, Mark Hanna, yesterday.
Charles Sonin, Dennis King, Lee
Otto Lederer, exhibitor, formerly
S Hubert and Phil Baker at Sardi's
for lunch yesterday.
with First Division Exchanges, has
•
joined Merit Pictures in an executive
W. Ray Johnston, president of
capacity. Jerry Wilson and E. V.
Monogram, returned to his desk yes- erer.
terday after having been ill for a week Segall will be associated with Ledwith a severe cold.
•
•
Andrew
Niedenthal, suburban
Charles E. McCarthy's, Erno
theatre owner, is the father of a Rapee, Max A. Cohen, Russell
and William Orr at Nick's
seven-pound boy, born last week to Holman
Hunting Room in the Astor for lunch
Mrs. Niedenthal in Cincinnati.
yesterday.
•
•
William
Wyler,
director, and
Charles Sonin, M-G-M purchasMrs. Wyler, on vacation in the East,
ing agent, is a grandfather. A son
leave today for a visit at Lake Placid
was born Saturday to his daughter,
prior to a West Indies cruise.
Halene, wife of Monroe J. Meyers,
•
at Polyclinic Hospital.
•
William F. Rodgers, M-G-M general sales manager, has arrived at the
Miriam Hopkins arrived yesterday
studio for conferences. He is due back
She will
early in March.
plane from the Coast.
by
remain in New York for two weeks
•
before returning to• Hollywood.
Ned E. Depinet, RKO vice-president and distribution head, returned to
M. N. Grassgreen, 20th CenturyNew York from the Coast yesterday. Fox
branch manager in Albany, has
returned to his office after a two-week
Sonja Henie is in town for a few vacation.
days
Boston.before opening her ice revue in
Floyd Stawls, manager
of the
Carillon, Richmond,
and William
Attmore, RCA engineer, have left for
a week's vacation •in Florida.

TO
VIA

Newsreel
Parade
President Roosevelt's address before
the Youth Congress in Washington is
a major event covered for the new issues. Reels and their contents follow:
MOVIETONE NEWS, No. 45— Roosevelt,
addresses Youth Congress. Tornado hits
Georgia town. British mine layer at *sea.
Fire
follows airhead
raid ofin Polish
Helsinki.GovewJ
PaiV'-w-nt
ski appointed
in exile. N. Y. U. vs. Notre Dame— Jasketball game.
Carol reviews
manian trops. King
Kay Stammers
wedsRu-in
England. Lew Lehr. Louis retains title.
Lipton regatta.
NEWS OF THE DAY, No. Z43— Roosevelt speaks in Washington. Helsinki after
air raid. Paderewski with exiled Polish
Government in Paris. Tornado hits Albany,
Ga. Kay Stammers marries golfer. Carnera bathes baby. Lipton Cup race. Godoy discusses bout. Seabiscuit races again.
PARAMOUNT NEWS, No. 48— Tornado
in South. Ski patrols in Finland; Russian
prisoners taken; Finn children in air raid
drill. Dewey on tour. Paint factory employes inherit business. Ferry off on 9,000mile voyage.
LouisN. wins
Carnera
with babyJoeson.
Y. U.fight.
vs. Notre
Dame basketball.
RKO PATHE NEWS, No. 60— Roosevelt,
John L. Lewis address Youth convention.
Tornado takes heavy toll in Georgia town.
"Finocchio" premieres in New York and
Hollywood. Lipton Cup race. Paderewski
heads mentNational
Polish
in exile. Council
N. Y. U.of vs.
NotreGovernDame
UNIVERSAL NEWSREEL,
No. 849—
Finns repel Russian attacks. Drop propaganda leaflets in Austria. British patrol
planes over North Sea. Daughter of Finn
general thanks world for help. Roosevelt
denounces Soviet aggression. Louis vs.
Godoy bout. Tornado in Georgia. Primo
Camera bathes new son. Lipton boat race.
Seabiscuit in comeback race. N. Y. U. vs.
Notre Dame basketball.
Schaefer

Expected

From
Coast Shortly
Hollywood, Feb. 13. — George J.
Schaefer, RKO president, expects to
conclude his production conferences at
the studio and leave for New York by
the end of the week.
Elizabeth Copeland Norfleet,
Schaefer yesterday signed Ronald
motion picture editor and critic for Colman to co-star with Ginger Rogers
the News Leader in Richmond, is the
in the Sascha Guitry story, "Good
mother of a boy born Friday.
Luck," which George Haight will produce.
•

CALIFORNIA

IDS ANGELES

NEW YORK

• Over the fields of Dixie, over the sunny plains
and golden deserts of the Southwest, four American
Flagships every day whisk travelers to their destinations in luxurious ease and comfort. Giant Skysleepers
. . . complimentary meals . . . stewardess service. Make
your next trip to the West via this nature-favored
route. For reservations call your Travel Agent or
HAvemeyer 6-5000. Ticket offices, 45 Vanderbilt Ave.
and Rockefeller Center at 18 W. 49th St.
AMERICAN
AIRLINES
ROUTE OF THE FLAGSHIPS

3hc.

John S. Harrington, manager of
Laurie Forms Company
Monogram prints and accessories department, has left for a six-week tour
Toronto, Feb. 13. — Following his
resignation as assistant general sales
of the company's 29• exchanges.
manager of Empire-Universal Films,
John M. Stahl is recovering from
Archie J. Laurie has organized
his recent attack of influenza at his Ltd.,
Laurie Theatres, Ltd., with offices
hotel here and may be able to leave here. He will operate a booking and
for the Coast at the end of the week.
•
general service bureau for theatres
Frank Wheating, operator of the throughout the Dominion.
Park, Cobleskill, N. Y., has recovered
from a recent illness.
MOTION PICTURE
•
Al Rosecan, owner of the Princess,
St. Louis, leaves for Florida this week
with his family.

DAILY
(Registered U. S. Patent Office)
Published daily except Saturday, Sunday and
holidays by Quigley Publishing Company,
John Brown, manager of the Mo- Inc., 1270 Sixth Avenue, Rockefeller Center,
zark, Springfield, Mo., is convalescing New York City. Telephone Circle 7-3100.
Cable address "Quigpubco, New York." Marafter a major operation.
•
tin Quigley, Editor-in-Chief and Publisher;
Colvin Brown, Vice-President and General
Bob Weitman, managing director Manager; Watterson R. Rothacker, Viceof the Paramount, returned yesterday President; Sam Shain, Editor; James A.
Cron, Advertising manager; Chicago Bureau.
from Newburgh, N.• Y.
624
South Hollywood
Michigan Avenue,
B. O'Neill,
manager;
Bureau, C.Postal
Union
Life
Building,
Boone
Mancall,
manager,
WilJoseph A. McConville, Columbia
liam R. Weaver, Editor; London Bureau, 4,
foreign manager, has returned from a Golden Square, London Wl, Hope Williams,
business trip to Mexico
and Cuba.
•
manager,
cable address
"Quigpubco,
London." All contents
copyrighted
1940 by Quigley Publishing Company, Inc. Other Quigley
John Murphy, assistant to Joseph publications: Motion Picture Herald, Better
Motion
Picture class
AlR.
Fame. Entered
as second
fromVogel
Miami.at Loew's, has returned Theatres,manac andInternational
•
matter, Sept. 23, 1938, at the post office at
New York, N. Y., under the act of March
Will H. Hays entrained from Hol- 3, 1879. Subscription rates per year $6 in the
Americas and $12 foreign. Single copies 10c.
lywood last night for New York.
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Young
Tom
Edison
(Metro-Goldivyn-Mayer)

Hollywood, Feb. 13. — If you've been going along in the common
error that Mickey Rooney is just a smart aleck kid who happened to
get cast as Andy Hardy and bounced on up into the Number One box
(Continued from page 1)
office spot willy nilly, look at this picture and discover your error. And
umbia's interrogatories in toto after
that company refused to sign the Gov- if you've been wondering whether there was a good film in the record
the late Thomas A. Edison's boyhood, stop wondering.
ernment's stipulation limiting its que- of To
sit through this motion picture in company with an audience is
ries to the consolidated interrogatories
agreed upon with other defendants.
to learn what genuinely solid, all-purpose entertainment really is and to
"Columbia is certainly entitled to rediscover Master Rooney as an actor of the highest order. It is, likewise,
interrogatories," Judge Goddard said. to discover that the boy Edison, as convincingly depicted here, was as
"The Government is being very ar- full of human nature, courage and frailty, determination and despair, as
bitrary— setting a May 1 trial date, the man Edison was full of genius.
refusing information and telling others
This is a truly great picture. It is not the biggest ever made, nor the
just what information they may have." most polished, and it is not a precedent-shattering work in any parLouis D. Frohlich and Herman
ticular. On the contrary, it is an essentially plain production of a
Finkelstein of Schwartz & Frohlich,
counsel for Columbia, told the court straight story with an appeal as wide as the horizon and as deep as
that Columbia regarded itself as be- civilization. It is the story of young Tom Edison and his time and
ing in an entirely different position that is a very great story, rendered greater, if possible, by the sheer
in the suit than were theatre-owning simplicity of its presentation.
companies and that, therefore, an"Young Tom Edison" was produced by John W. Considine, Jr., proswers which the Government agreed
ducer of "Boys Town," and it possesses the charm and potency of that
to furnish other defendants through
the consolidated interrogatories would film without in any way resembling it. It was directed by Norman
Taurog in his most effective manner from a skillfully designed script
be of little value to Columbia.
by Bradbury Foote, Dore Schary and Hugo Butler. Orville O. Dull
acted as associate producer and the story material was assembled by
"Very Badly Handled"
"When the Government gets H. Alan Dunn. The composite result of these several gentlemen's
through answering those," Frohlich efforts reflects glory upon all.
said, "these other defendants will know
The period dealt with is 1861, the place Port Huron, then the home
less than they do now."
experiences, tragic disappointFrohlich expressed a willigness to of the great inventor. His boyhood
beset his early life, are prewhich
downs
and
ups
the
triumphs,
ments,
sit down with the Government attorsented with a maximum of story value, a minimum of glorification, no
neys and agree on a separate list of interrogatories for Columbia, but his sermonizing whatever. Fay Bainter plays his mother, George Bancroft
offer evoked no response from Wil- his father, Virginia Weidler his sister, all splendidly. Others in the
liam P. Farnsworth, Government at- cast are Eugene Pallette, Victor Kilian, Bobby Jordon, J. M. Kerrigan
torney.
and Clem Bevans.
"The Government has handled this
The film is powerful in its matter-of-factness, plausible in detail and
very badly," the court observed. "I whole, utterly clean and unfailingly interesting from start to finish, a
believe in liberality in interrogatories
because fullness of information saves motion picture of the sort the art-industry has prospered by and grown
for every type of
time in the long run. If you can sit with from its inception. It is completely appropriate
audience and every location.
down without an arbitrary attitude,"
Roscoe Williams
"G."*
he said, addressing Farnsworth, "I'm
Running time, 82 minutes.
sure this whole question could be dis*"G" denotes general classification.
posed of in short order."
"This appears to be an effort to
pass the buck to me. You tell your
Cash by Ohio ITO
associates," the court counselled the Yates and Grainger
Government attorney, "they can't do
Leave for Meetings
that to me."
o9 Gold'
Farnsworth argued that it would be
BattlesFeb.'Pot
Columbus,
13. — Members
of
Herbert J. Yates, chairman of the the I.T.O. of Ohio next Tuesday will
"burdensome" on the Government to board
James
and
of Republic Pictures,
have to answer Columbia's interroga- R. Grainger, president, leave tonight inaugurate the giveaway plan designed
tories separately.
the "Pot o' Gold" cash
regional sales meetings to counteract
plane
by
on NBC.
ow for
in Atlanta, Saturday in giveaway
tomorr
Exhibitors have pledged $6,000 and
"Suit Is Government's Baby"
Dallas and Monday at the studio.
will double the amount which any
"I'm not at all sympathetic," the
Yates plans to remain at the studio winner who is a theatre patron would
court responded. "This defendant has four weeks, conferring with M. J. have received had he remained home
rights regardless of your convenience.
Produc- to listen to the radio program.
It may make the very good answer Siegel, president of Republic
tions, on current and next season's
that it is subjected to great trouble productio
The exhibitors' giveaway was
n.
spurred by the fact that there have
and expense in defending itself in an
"Dark
Command,"
Republic's
leadaction brought on by the Government,
ing film this season, will be given its been three "Pot o' Gold" winners in
Ohio in the last four weeks. Parand that this suit is not its own but
world premiere late in March in Lawticipating theatres will show a trailer
rence,
Kan.,
scene
of
the
story.
the Government's baby."
advertising
Farnsworth then attempted to arer-attraction.this newly-conceived countgue against Columbia's interrogatories
Steffes Will Remain
as "improper" on the merits.
"If you want to argue this on the
merits, it will take me at least a
Deny Extra $50,000
In Hospital 6 Weeks
month to decide it," Judge Goddard
W. A. (Al) Steffes, Minneapolis
For Navy Pictures
said. "That may very well delay the exhibitor and Allied States official,
Washington, Feb. 13. — Rejecting
start of trial and if it does it's your will be at Providence Hospital, Washington, another six weeks. He was an appeal by the Bureau of Navigafault," the court told the Government
tion for an additional $50,000 for the
lawyer. "It's not my fault if you can't taken to the hospital four weeks ago
make a better effort to agree and get when he became ill while attending leasing of motion pictures, the House
Allied's annual board meeting. H. M. Appropriations Committee today retogether."
ported the Navy Department supply
With Judge Goddard's urging the Richey of RKO, who visited him last bill for 1941. It allocated only the
attorney agreed to attempt to reach weekend, reports that Steffes shows
an understanding with the Columbia improvement but has been unable to usual $85,000 for showing films to enlisted men on fighting ships and at
attorneys on a separate set of inter- acknowledge numerous letters and
shore stations.
rogatories between now and March 1. gifts of flowers from friends.

Finn
Support
Aid
Campaign
(Continued from page 1)
sonnel, the Motion Picture Committee
is urging the participating exhibitors
to assist in promotional work foi^the
collection days in their individu^j jcalities and theatres. Space inline
theatres' newspaper advertising and in
trailers is suggested as a means of acquainting the public with the purposes of the collections and the uses
to which donations will be put.
It was suggested that local Scandinavian groups be enlisted to promote
the collections and contribute workers
and that mayors be urged to issue
proclamations declaring Feb. 17 and
18 as "Motion Picture Help Finland
Finnish Drive Film
At Theatres Tomorrow
"Finland Fights !" five-minute short
made for the Finnish Relief Fund,
Inc., was shown yesterday to Fund
officials
Days." and the press.
The film will run in theatres starting tomorrow, in connection with the
local campaigns and the theatre collections next Saturday and Sunday.
Several hundred prints will be supplied without charge.
The short conveys a picture of Finland as a cultured, industrious country
fighting for its life against great odds.
The theme is emphasized by scenes of
the country, of Paavo Nurmi and
Taisto Maki, famous runners, in their
battle uniforms, of Jan Sibelius, Finnish composer, playing his symphony,
"Finlandia." It then shows Minister
Procope paying an installment on the
Finnish debt to Secretary Morgenthau,
and switches to scenes of devastation
caused by Russian bombings. Herbert
Hoover, chairman of the Fund, then
makes an appeal.
The film was produced by Emerson
Yorke Studio. Alois Avrilla is the
commentator. Vincent G. Hart discript. rected and Harry N. Blair wrote the

Bingo Resolution
Is Filed at Albany
Albany,
Feb.
13. — Assemblyman j
Max Turshen today introduced in the
N. Y. State
legislature ato resolution
proposing
an amendment
the state '
constitution, to empower the legislature to authorize the operation of I
Bingo under religious and charitable
auspices.

Preview

for Clergy

Time, Inc., producer of "March of
Time" reels, will preview the latest
release, "The Vatican of Pius XII,"
at the Waldorf-Astoria for the benefit of prominent members of the
Catholic clergy and laity, from 5 to
8 P. land"
M.will today.
In for
addition,
"Finbe screened
members
of
the Finnish Relief Fund.

Vaudeville Is Resumed
New Orleans, La., Feb. 13. —
Vaudeville has returned to three local houses on a half-and-half policy
for the first time in several years. The |
theatres are the Lafayette and two
Joy Hauck houses, Strand and Rio.
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Associates
Fund

Plan

for

Jobless

An unemployment benefit fund for
members will be the next project of
the Motion Picture Associates, Jack
Ellis, president, told 125 members at
the annual installation of officers yesterday at the Hotel Astor.
Ellis said that the organization has
240 members, that despite unprecede,£ted charity demands it has more in
il( -treasury now than ever before.
Mbfris Sanders, another speaker, said
that the directors are considering establishing permanent club rooms and
a home for needy and retired members.
Harry Hershfield, radio commentator and cartoonist, was master of
ceremonies and installing officer. He
disclosed that in a few days he will
inaugurate in the Mirror a column
of comment on films and the theatre,
and that he would be "a friend of
motion pictures."
Emil K. Ellis, brother of Jack Ellis, and several of the installed officers
also spoke.
In addition to Ellis, new officers
are : vice-president, Moe Streimer ;
second vice-president, Matty Cahn ;
treasurer, Sol Trauner ; recording
secretary, Moe Fraum; financial secretary, Charles Penser ; sergeant-atarms, Abe Blumstein. Trustees are
Jack Hattem and Joe J. Lee.
Streimer, as chairman of the board,
has named the following as directors :
Leo Brecher, Morris Sanders, Dave
Levy, William Stein and Jerome Wilson.

Motion

Picture

Daily

7
Educational
Files

Films

Bankruptcy

Educational Films Corp. of America, a subsidiary of Educational PicIf there is any doubt about the legality of the "Pot o' Gold" show, it
was not indicated yesterday. NBC routinely announced that the show
tures, Inc., yesterday filed a voluntary petition in bankruptcy in U. S.
would originate from Washington for one night on April 23. Speculation
District Court. It listed liabilities of
on the immediate fate of the $1,000 giveaway show pending the Depart$392,876
ment of Justice investigation was
amount. and assets of an unknown
set to rest yesterday when the pro- ments on WNEW for "Of Mice and
gram went on the air on schedule. Men" which opens there Friday. . . .
The petition named Erpi as the largest creditor with a secured claim of
After an absence of four years, ArPersonalities in the News
$211,600.
Other secured creditors
thur
"Street at
Singer,"
turns toTracy,
the the
air Sunday
11 A. reM. were Jeremiah D. McGuire with a
Ken Dyke, NBC director of national sales promotion, leaves for a with a new program under the spon- claim of $20,466, and The National
sorship ofFyr-Pro Corp. over WOR. City Bank for $10,000. A suit for
two-week vacation in Miami and
$100,000 damages brought by Amanda
Cuba on Friday. . . . John L. Grimes,
and George Seibert against the comWheeling Steel advertising director,
Urges Amateur Air Shows
pany wasbility.
setTaxforth
as anow
contingent
liaand Maury Longfellow, musical direcclaims,
in dispute,
"I think it would be a salutary
tor for the Wheeling program, are
total $47,349.
stopping at the Hotel New Yorker. thing if every radio station threw
Chief assets were set forth as the
open
some
of
its
time
every
24
They are in town for conferences with
music publishers. . . . Keith Kiggins, hours for the development of new trademark, "The Spice of the Program," and 16 mm. and substandard
director of the NBC-Blue network, talent," said former Mayor James
returned to his desk yesterday after a Walker yesterday. Walker's new rights to films being distributed by
"amateur"
program
over
WHN,
eight companies.
10-day siege of the flu.
Mitzi Green and Mary Brian will starting Feb. 26, will be devoted to
the uncovering of talent. All performers will be paid. Novel twist Polish Invasion Film
be guests of "Fifth Row Center" over
Mutual on Sunday. . . . James R. Aw- for this type of show is the inclugell, NBC educational counseller, will
Is Halted in Chicago
sion of budding news commentaspeak twice in Boston Friday. He
tors and announcers.
Chicago, Feb. 13. — Boles Patzkoski,
will discuss "The New Frontiers" beindependent exhibitor, was arrested
fore the Boston Chamber of Comlast night by Lieutenant Harry CosTelevision Delegates Named
merce, and "The Challenge of the
tello, police censor, for the showing of
Present Crisis" before the English
Moving closer toward definite union a 16 mm. film, "The Invasion of
Speaking Union.
action in the television field, Actors Poland by Hitler." Patzkoski, out on
Equity yesterday appointed Walter bond, will be given a hearing Feb. IS.
WNEW Begins 7th Year
N. Greaza its representative on a
The performance, under the sponWNEW started its seventh year four-union joint committee. Ruth
sorship of the Polish-American Cition the air yesterday at 7 P. M. Richmond, executive secretary of
zens' League, was given without a
Studio officials gathered to watch Chorus Equity, was named as the sec- police film permit. Costello and a
the clock mark the event but there
ond member. A. F. R. A. and S. A. G. squad of officers stopped the performwas no other celebration.
ance fiscated
during
the first reel and conare expected to appoint their delethe film.
Jackter Chairman
gates later this week.
Program News
Of Columbia Drive
David
Loew's
"Sound Track" proRube Jackter, Columbia assistant
over WNEW, devoted to Hollysales manager, will serve as chairman ivood gram
comment, has acquired a new
of the committee handling the com- sponsor, Tayton Co., manufacturers
pany's annual sales drive, which this
year has been designated the Mon- of Hollywood cosmetics. . . . Members of Newtheir
York's
tague Fifteenth Anniversary campaign. will start
sixthJunior
radio League
season
On Jackter's committee are Lou Friday with a series of dramatisaAstor, Lou Weinberg, Max Weisfeldt,
of "Alice in Wonderland." . . .
Maurice Grad, Henry Kaufman and Roxy tions
Theatre is using spot announceGeorge Josephs, home office sales executives. The committee will arrange
for competitive events and special Won't
Give Up Wage
awards during the drive, which marks
the fifteenth anniversary with ColumBoost, Unions Warn
(Continued from page 1)
bia of Abe Montague, general sales
manager.
pleted the preparation of data on salaries for stars, directors, writers, producers and executives for use in comJacob Miller Dies
batting the expected producer asserNew Orleans, Feb. 13— Jacob
tions that the foreign and domestic
Miller, for 28 years operator of the markets are failing.
Lafayette here, died after a long illIn addition union officials are preness. Miller retired in September,
paring demands for changes in work1939, owing to ill health. His widow,
ing conditions which are expected to
a sister and a brother survive^
increase materially the studio financial
outlay. Negotiations on working conditions such as plans for rotation of
employment, number of men for vari15-Year Wait
ous shifts and possible reclassification
Samuel Strausberg, presiof
various
types of workers were postdent of Interboro Circuit,
poned at the time the wage increase
Inc., bought a site on Myrtle
was granted.
Ave., Brooklyn, about 15
years ago. The anticipated
improvement in the area
'Wrath' Openings Set
failed to develop, and the
In
addition to a three-theatre openproperty was left untouched.
Now, in view of the Brooking in Los Angeles Feb. 28, "The
Grapes of Wrath" will have simullyn Navy Yard District imtaneous openings at the Byrd and
provement planned by the
State, Richmond, Va., March 1, and
state, plans have been comthe Uptown and Esquire, Kansas City,
pleted for a 1,200-seat theaMarch 7. The Los Angeles premiere
RICHARD CROMWELL- doris DAY • GEORGE BARBIERo„d
tre, which will get under way
will be at the Four Star Feb. 27. The
shortly.
company has received 120 requests for
RADIO'S BRIGHTEST STARS • A Republic Picture
pre-release dates on the film.
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Motion

Research
Plans

Services

Freed on Game Charge
Indianapolis, Feb. 13. — A Municipal Court jury found Orvin J. Moore,
manager, and James Kenny, usher, of
the Ohio Theatre, not guilty of conducting alottery on charges brought
by police who raided a "Bank-Roll
Night" at the house recently.

I

British
Hollywood

Expansion

In Atlanta Saturday
(Continued from page 1)
agent, publicity man and manager, he
became manager of the Criterion and
Metropolitan in his home city. Later
he was successively division manager
for Universal Theatres in Atlanta,
division manager for Publix Southeast
Theatres, director of public relations
for Warner Theatres at the home office and in 1936 became assistant to
Joseph Bernhard, head of operations.

PROUD
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Council

Hollywood, Feb. 13. — Research
Council of the Academy of Motion
Picture Arts and Sciences has been
expanded to include the investigation
of problems in laboratory processing,
photography, cine technology, sound
recording and optics.
Darryl F. Zanuck, Council chairman, named chairmen for each of the
fields, as follows : John Nickolaus,
laboratory ; John Arnold, photography ; Grover Laube, cine-technical ;
Loren Ryder, sound, and B. F. Miller,
optical.
Nathan Levinson, Warners, was reelected vice-chairman of the Council,
and the finance committee included :
Zanuck, chairman ; Levinson, John
Aalberg, RKO ; E. H. Hansen, 20th
Century-Fox.
Patterson

Picture

WORDS

FLY

UNITED

Distinguished overnight
sleeper and scenic daylight fjights to LOS
ANGELES. "The Continental," leave 5:15 pm,
and "The Overland
Flyer," leave 10:45 pm.
Finest meals aloft. Call
travel agents, hotels, or
UNITED AIR LINES
58 E. 42nd Street
Phone MU-2-7300

The Farmer's
at
(Paramount)

Seek

Review

Daughter

Hollywood, Feb. 13. — No, this isn't the one about the traveling
salesman. It is a story about a Broadway stage producer who rents
.ft
a barn for summer presentation of a musical comedy hopefully aimed
at Broadway and encounters such adventures as the public has been
taught to believe commonly afflict producers who take to the "straw
hat circuit." Further, it is a most diverting and solidly amusing story,
expertly compounded and skillfully acted, a feather in the hat of Associate Producer William C. Thomas.

Exhibitors

Modified

Taxes

London, Feb. 13. — Cinematograph
Exhibitors Association decided today
to ask the Chancellor of the Exchequer to receive a deputation which
will plead
ment taxes. for modification of amuse-

A C. E. A. deputation tomorrow
again will consult with the Board
of Trade on the general film situation, and tomorrow evening thfl .;<ecutive council will complete a TK-aft
embodying the exhibitor attitude on
the quota problem.
Producer Thomas' most prolific provider of hearty amusement, in
Another exhibitor group will join
the acting division, is Charlie Ruggles, immensely entertaining as the National Association of Theatrical
harassed producer. Ably cooperating to this end is Martha Raye, here and Kine Employes representatives in
given to do those things she knows best how. William Frawley and a hearing at the Ministry of Labor
Jack Norton are similarly effective in lesser footage allowance as press seeking to have projectionists listed
agent and playwright respectively. Richard Denning, Gertrude Michael, in the reserve occupation class for
Inez Courtney, William Demarest, William Duncan, Ann Shoemaker, war service.
Benny Baker and Tom Dugan are among the others in a balanced
It is expected at the taxation hearing that the C. E. A. will ask for excast. Frederick Hollander and Frank Loesser supply a "whistleable"
emption on seven-pence tickets with
song number which Miss Raye sings with her usual wham.
adjustments
on the high prices. ExDelmar Daves and Lewis R. Foster, responsible for story and screenhibitors are expected to point out that
play respectively, gave Thomas and his effective director, James Hogan, the amount they would gain is needed
prime stuff to work with. Their approach to the subject, which is show to defray rising overhead and to meet
business itself and as old and always fresh as that same, is new and the demand for increased wages.
alert, their treatment of it unfailingly bright. The film is entirely a
Smakwitz to Albany
project in behalf of audience laughter.
Running time, 60 minutes. "G."*
Roscoe Williams
Albany, Feb. 13. — Charles A.
Smakwitz, Warner Circuit district
*"G" denotes general classification.
manager,
has York
returned
conferring in New
on a after
campaign
for
"The Magic Bullet." Smakwitz reBrady Trial March 4
turned with Roy Palmer, first assistSt. Louis, Feb. 13. — State Repreant
director
in the State Tax Departsentative Edward M. Brady, indicted
New Season Films
ment and William O'Reilly, counsel
on a charge of extorting $1,000 from
Details of Hal Roach's new season motion picture theatre owners in 1937, to the Tax Department. O'Reilly was
formerly secretary to Lt. Gov. M.
production schedule for United Artists
William Bray of Utica.
release will be worked out on the will go to trial March 4.
Coast during the current visit there
of Maurice Silverstone, United Artists
chief executive.
EXCLUSIVE
Roach's new season program calls
for six productions costing $7,500,000.
Harry Gold, United Artists viceOfficial
Motion
Pictures
president and Eastern sales manager,
left Florida by plane yesterday for the
of the
Coast, where he will confer with Silverstone and Samuel Goldwyn on special sales plans for "The Westerner,"
Goldwyn's recently completed production with Gary Cooper.
World's Heavyweight Championship Fight
Roach

to Have

Six

'One Union' Report
Joe
Louis
Delayed by Equity
vs.
Acceptance of the report of the
joint committee which met on the
Coast last week to patch up differences between the Screen Actors
Codoy
Guild, American Federation of Radio Arturo
Artists and Actors Equity was debooked
by
layed yesterday by the Equity council. The report dealt with reorgani- RKO
zation of Associated Actors and ArSCHINE
tistes of America, the parent body,
CENTURY
into "one big union." An Equity WARNER
committee will pass on the report next
Tuesday.
FABIAN
LOEWS
Roosevelt Coming East
Hollywood, Feb. 13. — James Roosevelt will contact exhibitors in Washington, Baltimore and Philadelphia
Feb. 23 and 24 in furtherance of his
policy of seeking market information
at its source.

RANDFORCE

SKOURAS
NEW
FOR

YORK

STATE

IMMEDIATE

BOOKINGS

Write — Phone — Wire
Cassil Calls Session
Kansas City, Feb. 13. — Frank
Cassil, president of the Kansas-Missouri Theatres Association, has called
directors' meeting the first week in
March to discuss the Neely bill.
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Storm

Ruins

Grosses,

Hits

Broadcasting
Box-Offices
Beating

Suffer Worst
in Months

Yesterday's severe snowstorm had a
serious effect upon film and legitimate
theatre box-offices and at the same
time caused major transmission
trouble at practically every broadcasting station in the city.
The freakish rain-snow-hail-sleet
storm, the severest of the Winter, was
responsible for the worst Broadway
gross figures in many months.
The Paramount, where "Sidewalks
of London" opened, was the only
house which reported a sizeable gross,
$8,000 for the day. Dorothy Lamour,
Barry Wood and Dick Stabile's band
on the stage were given much credit
for attracting customers.
Described by engineers as "the
greatest radio emergency since the
1938 hurricane," the storm caused
major transmission trouble at almost
every station in the Metropolitan
area. Not since the hurricane which
affected transmitters all along the Atlantic Coast have so many radio sta(Continued on page 2)
Soviet
To

Gets

Handle

Offers
Product

The Central Film Committee of the
Russian Government in Moscow has
received several bids from Americans
who have offered to continue distribution of Soviet films here.
The offers were cabled after the decision of Amkino Corp. to withdraw
as the Russian film distributor for
North and South America. While
tentative negotiations were started
with Amkino, no word has been received from Moscow in reply to the
proposals.
Nicola Napoli, Amkino manager,
said no provision has been made as
yet for the continuance of Russia's
purchase of film equipment and supplies in the United States. In the last
two years purchases made here
have dropped, although considerable
amounts of raw stock have been
bought from DuPont. Before the outbreak of the European war, Russia
transferred much of its buying from
America to England and France.
The Amkino office is remaining
open until a definite decision is
reached, but the company has dissolved.

YORK,

U.S.A., THURSDAY,

Guilds ToFightNeely
Measure at Hearing
Hollywood, Feb. 14. — The
Screen Actors, Directors and
Writers Guilds will each send
three delegates to Washington next month to oppose the
Neely bill when the hearings
begin. This action was taken
today at a meeting of the
Inter Talent Council.

FEBRUARY

MAJORS

TRUST

Scully

Parley

Tackles

Today

Wage

Issue

Hollywood, Feb. 14. — With producers determined to win the rescinding of the 10 per cent wage increase and the studio unions equally
pat on their refusal to surrender the
boost, it appears certain that tomorrow's meeting between the two
groups will fail to settle the disIt is the conviction of observers
that
pute. the wage increase issue will go
to arbitration.
Producers are armed with factual
evidence to substantiate their claims
that in view of declining foreign and
domestic markets it will be impossible
for them to continue paying the 10
per cent boost.
Unions are also prepared with statistical reports and charts to disprove
the contentions of producers.
Producers granted the wage increase to the studio craft unions last
November after the latter threatened
to call a nation-wide strike.

On

WIN

Sales

4IT Facts
Methods

Universal Pictures is not at a disadvantage in the sale of its product to
theatres affiliated with the major companies though, as a non-theatre owning producer, it cannot reciprocate,
William A. Scully, general sales manager of Universal, testified at a pretrial examination yesterday in the
Government's anti-trust suit.
Scully, whose examination was completed after five hours of questioning,
is the third industry executive to
testify. Harry and Jack Cohn of
Columbia were the previous witnesses.
Affiliates of major companies purchase product on its merit alone,
Scullv explained, and their distributors do not require a similar return in
the booking of films. Scully, who
stated that he had worked for Metro
for many years before taking his position with Universal, declared that
the sales methods of Universal were
similar to those of Metro.
In this respect, however, he said,
Universal product was harder to sell
because Metro made a larger number
of the better class pictures. Universal does not discriminate against any
(Continued on page 2)

to

Produced

Release
by

Hollywood, Feb. 14.— More than
40 films will have been produced by
individuals or corporations other than
the regular production staffs of the
seven majors by the end of the 1940'41 season, a survey shows. United
Artists is not included.
RKO alone will account for 21 pictures made by eight individual or corporate producers other than those on
their own company roster. MetroGoldwyn-Mayer is currently releasing
the Selznick-International "Gone with
the Wind," while 20th Century-Fox
has been reported in a deal whereby
it would distribute pictures made by
Howard Hughes.
Paramount plans to release 12 "outside" productions during the season,
nine of these being the Harry Sher-

40

TIME

U. S. Permits Companies
To Stagger Answers
To Interrogatories
Defendant companies in the Government's New York anti-trust suit
will be given additional time to anday. swer the Government's interrogatories
as a result of an agreement reached
with Federal attorneys here yesterThe companies' answers were to
have been served today but under the
new arrangement defendants will be
permitted to "stagger" their answers,
furnishing them to the Government
when, as and if the information becomes available.
Under the agreement, the Government also will have the right to serve
answers to defendants' interrogatories
after March 1, the date on which the
Government's
answers were to have
been
due.
Columbia will serve answers to the
first
24 questions
of the
interrogatory
today
and Government's
will answer
the remainder over a period of several weeks as the information sought
by the Government becomes available.
United Artists may answer some of
the Government's queries today but
the bulk of its answers will be served
over a period
of weeks as complete information isobtained.
Other

defendants, Paramount,
(Continued on page 2)

$7,000,000

Majors

CENTS

MORE

REPLY

Questioned;

U. S. Gets

Coast

TEN

15, 1940

Gross

Films

Independents
man group produced at the General
Service Studio here. Warners will
do likewise with "The Life and Death
of the Capra-Rus
first independen
of
tly.
produced
films Doe,"
kin John
Universal will release "The Boys
from Syracuse," produced by Jules
Hell,"
to "Green It
additionProductions.
Levy, byin Famous
made
has
also been reported that Frank Lloyd
would turesproduce
and direct three picfor the company.
United Artists, of course, has always adhered to the policy of releasing films made by its producer-partners or certain others, its roster having been considerably expanded during the past year.
Columbia will release three pictures
made independently of the studio during the present year.

Theatre receipts on
"Gone
With the
'Wind'
Wind"Passed
have already by
exceeded
$7,000,000, according to Howard Dietz,
M-G-M advertising and publicity director. On this basis, M-G-M has
more than recouped the negative cost
of the film, which was close to $4,000,000. At the rental of 70 per cent,
the distribution gross to date would
be $4,900,000.
The picture is playing at 170 theatres in the United States and Canada, including 14 situations where it
opens today. Bookings total 400 in
368 cities.
The picture is in its ninth week at
the Capitol and Astor on Broadway,
and the end of the run is indefinite.
Openings at 30 Loew neighborhood
houses in Greater New York are
scheduled for March 28 or a day
later. Subsequent runs in other cities
will start about the same time.
M-G-M's "Northwest Passage" will
(Continued on page 2)
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Questioned

Scully
On

Sales

Methods

(.Continued from page 1)
theatres in determining the runs and
clearance that they were entitled to,
Scully said.
Clearance is determined by a number of considerations such as the location of the house, its general policy and its ability to pay film rentals,
he continued. Whether or not a house
is affiliated with one of the majors
plays no part in its treatment by Universal, Scully declared. Moreover,
he said, a subsequent run house can
frequently obtain a selective contract
extending to it the right to reject
a percentage of the season's product.
Scully detailed the houses entitled
to first run on Universal product in
36 key cities named by the Government. At the request of Special Assistant Attorney General Robert. L.
Wright who represented the Government, the witness, besides naming the
owners of these houses, identified the
officials who represented the theatres
in negotiations with Universal.
Wright questioned Scully closely on
contracts which award a fifty-fifty
split on first run showings in BrookHi to the RKO Albee and Loew's
Metropolitan. Scully refused to concede that these theatres had a working arrangement to split the product,
and declared that a contract, customary in the industry, set up a
simple formula for division.
Cliff Work, Universal studio head,
will be questioned by the Government
next Tuesday. Work, who will come
here from the Coast this weekend for
the examination, has been substituted
for Charles R. Rogers, former Universal production head, whom the
Government originally designated for
questioning. Ned E. Depinet, vicepresident in charge of sales of RKO,
will testify next Wednesday.

Majors

Win

More

Trust Reply Time
•■Continued from page V
Loew's, Warners, 20th Century-Fox,
Universal and RKO, will serve the
first of their answers next week and
the balance will be staggered over a
period of several weeks. Some of the
answers will be confidential ; others
will be made public.
Conferences between William P.
Farnsworth, Government attorney,
and Schwartz & Frohlich, counsel for
Columbia, to seek an agreement on a
separate list of interrogatories to be
answered by the Government are
scheduled to get under way next week.
The Government's original refusal
to answer Columbia's separate queries provoked Federal Judge Henry
W. Goddard to term the Government's
attitude "very arbitrary" and to order
the Federal attorneys to seek an
agreement with the company prior to
a second hearing before him on
March 8.
Louis D. Frohlich, of counsel for
Columbia, told the court that he "had
been trying for two years to learn
from the Government what Columbia
is charged with and hasn't received
any information yet."
Frohlich also scored the Government's attitude in the case thus far and
chided it for assuming an untenable
position different from that of any private litigant.

i

Picture

Purely

HARRY GOLDBERG, advertising
and publicity director for Warner
Theatres, will speak at the annual banquet of the Philadelphia Cinema Club
•
Feb. 20 at McCallister's.
Col. John A. Cooper, president of
the Motion Picture Distributors of
Canada; Mrs. N. L. Nathanson,
wife of the Famous Players' president, and Mrs. J. E. Lawson, wife
of the film company lawyer, were
elected to the executive board of the
Red Cross Society • in Toronto.
Terry Kilburn, young RKO player, is on a personal appearance tour
of 14 key cities in the East, Midwest
and Southwest. He is accompanied by
his mother, his . tutor, Fletcher
Clark, and Charles Levy, RKO
publicity representative.
•
Rosalee McKenna has resigned as
billing stenographer at the Republic
exchange in Oklahoma City. Erma
Cantrell, formerly of the Griffith
Amusement Co., succeeds Miss McKenna.
•
The Dennis Sisters, harmony trio,
will appear with Ted Lewis next
week at Loew's State. They were
formerly
seen on Broadway as dancers.
•
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Personal

► Storm

r, will
gensal leave
manage
sales Y,
• eralSCULL
Univer
WA.
for Florida tomorrow for a vacation
of three or four weeks. Nate J.
Blumberg, Universal president, who is
now vacationing in Florida, is expected back in about 10 days.
•
Sir William Wiseman, Leif
Erikson, Sam Citron, Budd Rogers,
Joshua thur
Logan,
Jack Haley,
ArKelly., William
German,
Robert Savini, Sam Lyons and E.
B. Hatrick lunching at Bob Goldstein's Tavern yesterday.
•
Joseph Mankiewicz and his wife
planed out from Hollywood last night
for New Orleans. From there they
will go to New York for a three-week
vacation.
•
William Brandt, George Skouras,
Ed Saunders, Max Dreyfus and

Ruins

Grosses,

Hits

Broadcasting
(.Continued from page 1)
time.
tions here been crippled at the same,
Hardest hit was WOV, which-wenti
off the air at 8:40 A.M. and <£) mot
resume broadcasting until 4:12 V.M.
Power failures were the cause of the
transmission trouble. Power lines
were weighted with sleet and snow
and sagged under the load, causing
temporary stoppages.
The WJZ transmitter at Bound
Brook lost its power supply 15 times
starting at 7 :42 A. M. Interruptions
ranged from five seconds to 25 minutes.

Other major stations weathered the
storm in better fashion. WEAF
Max A. Cohen at Nick's Hunting- switched to an emergency transmitter
day.
Room in the Astor for lunch yester- and remained on the air throughout
while WOR and WABC were off the
•
air for a few seconds around noon.
Stanley sentativeHand,
Altec's
staff
repreWHN and WNYC were also able to
, isback in New York after maintain
full schedules. WMCA was
a business trip to Louisville, Cincin- off for 45 seconds.
WINS went off the air at 2:25
troit. nati, Chicago, Minneapolis and De•
P.M. and remained off for a considerable period. Interruptions at
Al Farraro, former New York film
salesman, is operating the Sunshine WNEW were slight, but engineers
were kept busy trying to avoid a failDave Weshner, zone manager for Villa, Hunter, N. •Y.
ure on the cooling system for the
transmitter.
the Warner circuit in Philadelphia,
Barney
Klied,
National
Theatre
and Mrs. Weshner have left for a
morrow.
Florida vacation.
Supply salesman, leaves for Miami toCameo Film Loses
•
Injunction
restraining the N. Y.
Donovan Hall has resigned as diGeorge Skouras is back from the
rector of advertising and publicity for
State Board of Regents from interfering with the exhibition of the film,
Ross Federal Research Corp., after Coast.
•
two years with the company.
"Life
the Hortobagy" in the Cameo
Edward G. Robinson left for the Theatreon was
denied yesterday by N. Y.
•
Coast last night.
Supreme Court Justice Levy. Levrad
J. M. Franklin, head of the FrankAmusement Co., Inc., and Jack Haupt,
lin & Herschorn circuit of St. John,
Lionel Toll of the Brandt office
plaintiffs, had claimed that the film
N.B., has left for Miami Beach with left for Florida yesterday.
was a newsreel and did not require a
Mrs. Franklin.
•
license from the State. Justice Levy,
•
William Sirica of the Lido, Water- after seeing the film, ruled that it
James Gillespie is doing special bury, Conn., is vacationing in Miami.
was not a newsreel, and therefore canpublicity and exploitation in Pennsylnot be exhibited any further without a
vania, New Jersey and West Virginia
license.
on new RKO product.
•
$7,000,000
Gross
Reorganization Ends
Ben Miggins, 20th Century-Fox
French Motion Picture Corp. was
manager for Continental Europe, now
visiting in America, has left for
discharged from reorganization pro(.Continued from page 1)
Florida.
ceedings yesterday in an order signed
Passed by 'Wind'
•
follow "Gone With the Wind" at the by Federal Judge Bondy. The order
William Powers and Harry Cox
Capitol andfor"Strange
Cargo" is also recited that the company had fully
that house.
of National Theatres have returned scheduled
consummated its plan of reorganizafrom Coast meetings.
Meantime, M-G-M is booking curby payment of 15 per cent of its
•
rent releases into Radio City Music debtstion to
creditors. The plan had
Gracie Fields and June Duprez, Hall and the Criterion. "I Take This been confirmed in October, 1939.
film players, arrive today on the Rex. Woman" starts at the Music Hall toAlexander Korda is also arriving.
MOTION PICTURE
day and "Broadway Melody" will
•
there in a few weeks. "Young
F. J. A. McCarthy, Eastern sales play
Tom Edison" will also plav at the
DAILY
manager for Universal, has returned Music Hall if "Gone With the Wind"
(Registered U. S. Patent Office)
is extended. The Criterion will play
after a week in Nashville, Term.
•
Published daily except Saturday, Sunday and
"The Man from Dakota."
holidays by Quigley Publishing Company,
L. W. Conrow, president of Altec
Inc., 1270 Sixth Avenue, Rockefeller Center,
Kohlmar
Promoted
Service Corp.. is vacationing in FlorNew York City. Telephone Circle 7-3100.
ida.
address "Quigpubco, New York." Mar
•
Hollywood, Feb. 14. — Further re- Cable
tin Quigley, Editor-in-Chief and Publisher;
aligning his production staff, Darryl Colvin
Brown, Vice-President and General
Mrs. Abe Fishman of New Haven
Watterson
Rothacker,
F. Zanuck today made Fred Kohl- Manager;
will
join
her
husband
at
Miami
Beach
President;
Sam Shain,R. Editor;
JamesViceA.
shortly.
mar, production assistant, an asso- Cron, Advertising manager; Chicago Bureau.
•
ciate producer. Kohlmar was for- 624 South Michigan Avenue, C. B. O'Neill
merly a writer for Samuel Gold- manager; Hollywood Bureau, Postal Union
Gilbert Josephson of the World
Boone Mancall, manager, Wiland
recently a producer at Col- Life Building,
liam R. Weaver, Editor; London Bureau, 4
Theatre was host to the press at wyn
umbia.
Golden
Square,
London Wl, Hope Williams,
Champlain's restaurant
yesterday.
•
manager,
cable
"Quigpubco,
London." All contentsaddress
copyrighted
1940 by QuigBischoff to Columbia
Jack Hattem of Interboro Circuit
ley Publishing Motion
Company,Picture
Inc. Herald,
Other Quigle-"
Better
and Sol Trauner of Columbia will
Hollywood, Feb. 14. — Sam Bisch- publications:
International
Motion
Picture class
Alleave for Miami over the weekend.
off, former producer at Warners, Theatres,
manac
and
Fame.
Entered
as
second
•
joins Columbia Monday as a pro- matter, Sept. 23, 1938, at the post office at
ducer. His first assignment will be New York, N. Y., under the act of March
Charles Moses, circuit operator, is
3, 1879. Subscription rates per year $6 in the
in Florida.
Americas and $12 foreign. Single copies 10c.
"Singapore."
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Notes
Denver

Subject

Fox Shifts Managers

Denver, Feb. 14. — Clyde Anderson
has quit as manager of the Oriental
Reviews
here to become manager of the Rio
at Helena, Mont., a Fox house. Ted
Kirkmyer, who has been city manager
"Mechanix Illustrated
at Helena, will devote his full time to
No^r
the Marlow there. Herbert Thornbrough, manager of the Egyptian,
(liters)
gets
the Oriental post, while Si Gertz
A~routine subject presents interest-:
! ing items, including a new chemical returns to the Civic Theatres Co. as
substance which is a substitute for manager of the Egyptian, as well as
. silk ; cold light which eliminates heat ; editor of the Civic Neivs their publicity outlet.
i the design of elaborate electric signs,
and the salmon fishing industry in
Photophone Closes Deals
Alaska. Running time, 10 mins.
RCA Photophone projection equipat Paramount' s
be installed
ment is to room
screening
in Washington under
"Dave Apollon and
a contract closed by the Paramount
home office. Theatres in which RCA
His Orchestra"
( Warners)
Dave Apollon is ingratiating as an will install sound equipment include
Upper Mall, Cleveland ; Loyal,
orchestra leader and master of cere- the
Detroit
; Ritz, Shreveport, La. ; New,
monies as the band plays several
snappy tunes. There are also Ruth Tahlequah,
Okla., and the Keith's,
Baltimore.
Petty, singer, and Gloria Rich, dancer,
while Hank Norton provides the comAcquire Two in Illinois
edy. Running time, 10 mins.
Harrisburg, 111., Feb. 14. — Steve
Farrar and Oscar L. Turner have acquired the Gem and Joy in Chester,
"Vyvyan Dormer's
111., from Walter Light, bringing the
total of theatres in their circuit to 20.
Fashion Forecast"
(ZOth Century-Fox)
Oscar L. Turner, Jr., will be in charge
This series has intrenched itself of
the Chester houses. The circuit
firmly. The current issue maintains also is planning the erection here of a
the high standard set by its predeces- new 1,200-seat house.
sors. "For Play Hours" is the theme
of the latest reel and sports clothes
Refurnish Three Theatres
for beach and snow are shown on
Kansas City, Feb. 14. — Three Fox
lovely models. In addition, there are
several models wearing the latest in Midwest theatres are being refurnished William
:
Souttar's Kennedy at
dance gowns. Ilka Chase, who does
the commentary, is as witty as ever Kirksville,
Mo.
; Chub Golladay's
and the color shots are highlighted by Grand at Moberly, Mo., and Ray
McLain's Strand at Emporia, Kan.
a table heaped with smorgasbord. An The
Plaza here has been reseated.
attractive item for both men and women patrons. Running time, 10 mins.
Cincinnati House Under Way
Cincinnati, Feb. 14. — Contract for
construction of the 700-seat Times,
Corporation Formed
to be built on the site of the old TimesFor Television Films Star building by Gifts, Inc., headed by
Television Film Industries Corp. Ike Libson and associates, has been
has been formed to produce and dis- awarded to Frank Messer and Sons,
tribute films for television broadcasts local contractors.
and engage in the television field genReopens Carolina Theatre
erally.
George H. Cole is president and
Charlotte, N. C, Feb. 14.— Roy
treasurer ; Walter Lynch of Mecca Chapman, manager, has reopened the
Film Laboratories and formerly for Carolina at Lumberton, N. C. A total
several years with Pathe Exchange, of $12,000 has been spent in modernizing the building.
is vice-president in charge of operations; A. G. Berg, formerly with the
RCA sales department, vice-president
in charge of sales, and Pauline Wolff 'Passage' to Have
is secretary. Wally Van is in charge
Premiere Tuesday
of the talent department.
M-G-M will hold the world premiere of "Northwest Passage" at the
Quits Columbia Post
Pinney Theatre, Boise, Idaho, next
Hollywood, Feb. 14. — Mendel Sil- Tuesday. A celebration will be held,
berberg, member of the producers with a parade in the afternoon.
labor committee, has resigned his post
Ilona Massey, Isabel Jewell, Truman Bradley and other players, as
as advisor and assistant to Harry
Cohn at Columbia to devote more time well as studio representatives, will atto his- law firm, Mitchell, Silberberg,
tend the opening. Gov. C. A. BotRoth & Knupp. He had held the posi- tolfsen of Idaho has proclaimed the
tion for the past two and a half years. week preceding "Northwest Passage
Silberberg will continue as legal ad- Days" and has appointed a celebration
committee of city and state officials
ever. viser for the company's studio, how- and others, with Sen. Carl Brown as
chairman.
Union Pacific Railroad will run
Warners Change Title
special trains within 100-mile radius
Hollywood, Feb. 14. — "Till We of Boise for the premiere, which will
Meet nersAgain"
has been
broadcast over NBC's Western
as the release
titlesetof bytheWarfilm be
network. Some of scenes in the picture were made near Boise.
known as "We Shall Meet Again."

Two Bronx Theatres Closed
Max A. Cohen has closed his
Devon, 600-seat theatre at 241 E.
Tremont Ave., Bronx. Also closed in
that
is the Ritz at 1014 E.
180th borough
St.
Fosse to Build House
La Porte City, Iowa, Feb. 14. —
Marvin Fosse, owner of the Pastime,
has bought a building which he plans
to remodel into a modern theatre
seating 350 seats.
Open in Effingham, 111.
Effingham, 111., Feb. 14. — The
Heart Theatre has been opened here.
It seats 750 and is managed by Russell Hogue for the Frisina theatre circuit. Cost was $60,000.

With

Films

$36,000

Denver, Feb. 14. — "Gone With the
Wind" finished the second week with
as good a gross as the first. It drew
$36,000 at the Orpheum.
Estimated takings for the week ending Feb. 7 :
"His Girl Friday" (Col.)
ALADDIN— (1,400) (25c-40c) 7 days, 2nd
week. Gross: $3,500. (Average, $3,500)
"Destry Rides Again" (Univ.)
BROADWAY— (1,040) (25c-40) 7 days,
4th week. Gross: $2,000. (Average, $2,500)
"Remember
the Night" (Para.)
DENHAM—
Gross:
$2,800. (1,750) (25c-35c-40c) 10 days.

"The Light That Failed" (Para.)
DENHAM— (1,750) (25c-35c-40c) 4 days to
start
week, run.
$6,500) Gross: $5,800. (Average for
"The Fighting 69th" (W. B.)
DENVER — (2,525) (25c-35c-40c) 7 days.
Manages in St. Mary's, Pa.
Norvel, astrologist, on stage. Gross:
$12,000.
(Average, $9,000)
St. Mary's, Pa., Feb. 14.— J. R.
Jackson has been named manager of "Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
ORPHEUM— (2,600) (25c-35c-40c) 7 days,
the Harris here. He formerly man- 2nd
week. Gross: $36,000. (Average,
aged a house in Freedom, Pa.
Reopens in Maquoketa, la.
Maquoketa, Iowa, Feb. 14. — S. R.
Peake, recently reopened the Pastime
after remodeling and enlarging it from
400 to 700 seats.
Open Michigan House
Three Oaks, Mich., Feb. 14. — The
Lee has opened here. Mr. and Mrs.
Frank Lee are the owners and manaAllied in Connecticut
gers.
Has 90% Enrollment
New Haven,
Feb.in 14.
— Allied's
membership
campaign
Connecticut
has lined up 90 per cent of the independent exhibitors in the state, E.
Thornton Kelly, field secretary, reported at a meeting of Allied of Connecticut here this week.
Frank C. Lydon, national regional
vice-president, and Arthur K. Howard, business manager of New England Allied, were guest speakers.A new grievance committee was
appointed to seek to conciliate grievances of members and non-members.
The committee includes Joseph F.
Reed, William Hoyt and Jack
Schwartz. A legislative committee
appointed consists of A. L. Pickus,
Leo Bonoff, Harry L. Lavietes, Martin H. Keleher, Ralph Pasho and
Lawrence C. Caplan. The next meeting will be held Feb. 27.
Hear Ed Sullivan Plea
Appeal by the News Syndicate Co.,
Inc., publisher of New York Daily
Neivs and Ed Sullivan from an order
denying- dismissal of a $1,000,000 libel
suit of Walter Wanger and Walter
Wanger Productions, Inc., was heard
yesterday by the Appellate Division of
the N. Y. Supreme Court. Suit claims
that Sullivan in his column implied
that
tures. Wanger produced inferior picRob Providence House
Providence, Feb. 14. — Receipts
totaling $300 were stolen from the
safe of the Uptown Theatre here.
The small safe in the theatre office had
been ripped open, Dominic Annotti,
owner of the house, reported to the
police.

$9,000)
"The Amazing Mr. Williams" (Col.)
"Oh, Johnny, How You Can Love" (Univ.)
PARAMOUNT — (2,200) (25c-40c) 7 days.
Gross: $4,500. (Average, $3,500)
"The Fatal Hour" (Mono.)
"Gentleman From Arizona" (Mono.)
RIALTO — (878) (25c-40c) 7 days. Gross:
$1,750.
(Average, $1,150)
'Wind'

Kansas

City

Best with $40,000
Kansas City, Feb. 14. — With
warmer weather, "Gone With the
Wind" strengthened in its second week
and took $40,000 at Loew's Midland.
"Littl- Old New York" took $6,300
at the Esquire and Uptown.
Estimated takings for the week end-

ing Feb. 6-8 :
"Little Old New York" (Zflth-Fox)
ESQUIRE— (800) (25c-40c) 7 days. Gross:
$2,700. (Average, $2,500)
"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
MIDLAND— (4,000) (75c-$1.12) 7 days, 2nd
week. Gross: $40,000.
"Remember the Night" (Para.)
NEWMAN — (1.900) (25c-40c) 7 days.
Gross: $7,800. (Average. $7,000)
"Fighting 6Sth" (W. B.)
"Mexican Spitfire" (RKO)
ORPHEUM- (1,500) (25c-40c) 7 days, 2nd
week. Gross: $3,100. (Average, $5,000)
"Days of Jesse James" (Rep.)
TOWER— (2,200) (25c) 7 days. Stage:
Kidoodlers, with Danny & Eddie, and the
Smileys. Gross: $6,000. (Average, $6,000)
"Little Old New York" (ZOth-Fox)
UPTOWN— (2,000) (25c-40c) 7 days. Gross:
$3,600. (Average, $3,500)

nd'
inst in'Wi
Agated
t ues
Wri
th
Sou
Req
Birmingham, Feb. 14. — Petition for
an injunction to restrain the Ritz
Theatre here from showing "Gone
With the Wind" has been filed in
U. S. District Court by Ann R. Davis
of Montgomery, administrator of the
estate of Susan Lawrence Davis, who
died last year. The film started a run
at the Ritz Jan. 31.
The petition claims that copyrighted
material in "An Authentic History of
the Ku
Klux Klan—
writ-in
ten by Susan
Davis 1865-1877,"
and published
1924, was used without authorization
in the film, and asks that showing be
stopped.
Oppose Neely Bill
Wilmington, Del., Feb. 14. — The
Central Labor Union here went on
record as opposing the Neely bill.
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Gross

The Marines Fly High
With
$20,000
(RKO)
Hollywood, Feb. 14. — A service action melodrama of familiar stripe,
Boston, Feb. 14. — "Gone With the
Seattle, Feb. 14. — "Gone With the RKO's "The Marines Fly High" presents Richard Dix and Chester
Wind" led at the Fifth Avenue with Morris in a "Flagg"-"Quirt" combination. Lucille Ball
Wind,"
its seventh week at
and Steffi Duna Loew's playing
a smash $31,000 in the second week.
Orpheum, grossed $20,000.
interests.
romantic
the
supply
weather was rainy but mild.
Keith Memorial scored with "Green
Dix and Morris are lieutenants of the United States Marines, en- Hell"
and "Charlie McCarthy, Detec'°A>timated takings for the week endtive," grossing $18,500.
gaged in training soldiers of an unidentified Central American country
ing Feb. 9 :
and in putting down an incipient rebellion against the government led
Estimated takings for the week end"Green Hell" (Univ.)
by a bandit chief. Vying for the love of a wealthy American ranch
ing Feb. 7 :
"High School" (2Crth-Fox)
BLUE MOUSE — (950) (25c-40c-50c) 7
"Inspector Hornleigh" (20th-Fox) (4 days)
(4 days)
days, 2nd week. Gross: $3,000. (Average, owner, their rivalry is forgotten in the climax as they defeat the rebels. "Thoroughbreds" (RKO)
$4,000)
The late George Nicholls, Jr., and Ben Stoloff share screen credit "Destry Rides Again" (Univ.) (3 days)
"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
for the direction of the screenplay of Jerry Cady and Lieut. Commander "Laugh It Off" (Univ.) (3 days)
FIFTH AVENUE— (2,500) (7Sc-$1.15-$1.50)
KEITH BOSTON
— (3,200)
7 days, 2nd week. Gross: $31,000. (Average, A. J. Bolton, who adapted a story by A. C. Edington. Robert Sisk was Gross:
(Average,
$8,500)(25c-35c-40c).
"Green $8,200.
Hell" (Univ.)
$7,000)
the producer.
"His Girl Friday" (Col.)
"Charlie McCarthy, Detective" (Univ.)
LIBERTY- (1,800) (25c-40c-55c) 7 days.
Running time, 67 minutes.
"G."*
Vance King KEITH MEMORIAL— (2,907) (25c-35c-40cGross: $8,100. (Average, $5,000)
500)
55c) 7 days. Gross: $18,500. (Average, $14,"Of Mice and Men" (U. A.)
"Geronimo" (Para.)
*"G" denotes general classification.
MUSIC BOX — (950) (25c-40c-55c) 7 days.
Gross: $5,000. (Average, $4,000)
"Night of Nights" (Para.)
"The Invisible Man Returns" (Univ.)
FENWAY
—$6,000.
(1,332) (Average,
(25c-35c-40c-55c)
7
"Congo Maisie" (M-G-M)
days.
Gross: (Para.)
$4,500)
'Wind' at $45,500
"Geronimo"
ORPHEUM — (2,450) (25c-40c) 7 days.
Gross: $5,300. (Average, $6,000)
"Night of Nights" (Para.)
"The Fighting 69th" (W. B-)
d'ader
Leads Providence
for
t in
PARAMOUNT—
(25c-35c-40c-55c)
7
roi'W
Le
Is0 Det
P ALOMAR— (1,500) (15c-25c-40c) 7 days, $70,00
days.
Gross: $7,000.(1,797)
(Average,
$7,000)
2nd week. Vaudeville headed by Texas Tim
"The
Fighting
69th"
(W.
B.)
Lewis. Gross: $5,000. (Average, $5,000)
Providence, Feb. 14. — "Gone With
Detroit, Feb. 14. — "Gone With the
School" (20th-Fox)
"The Little Shop Around the Corner" Wind" played to capacity in its sec- the Wind," in its second week at "High
METROPOLITAN — (4,367) (25c-35c-40c(M-G-M)
week, equalling the $70,000 take Loew's State, took $45,500, passing the 55c) 7 days,
"The Man Who Wouldn't Talk" (20th-Fox) of lastond week.
erage, $14,500)2nd week. Gross: $16,500. (AvThe United Artists took first week's take by $3,000. "The Fight- "Ninotchka"
PARAMOUNT— (3,050) (25c-40c) 7 days.
(M-G-M)
Gross: $6,200. (Average, $6,000)
in $40,000 and the Wilson $30,000.
ing
69th"
and
"Danger
on
Wheels"
"The
Secret
of
Dr. Kildare" (M-G-M)
Estimated takings for the week end- at the Majestic netted $13,000.
SCOLLAY
—$6,000.
(2.500)(Average,
(25c-35c-40c-5Sc)
7
days.
Gross:
$4,000)
Estimated
takings
for
the
week
ending Feb. 8 :
"The Shop Around the Corner" (M-G-M)
"The Blue Bird" (ZOth-Fox)
'Wind' Holds Fast
ing Feb. 6-8:
"Congo Maisie" (M-G-M)
ADAMS— (1.600) (55c-$1.65) 7 days. Gross: "Congo
Maisie"
(M-G-M)
LOEW'S
STATE—
(3,000)
(25c-35c-40c-55c)
$17,500.
(Average,
$5,000)
Pace in Milwaukee
7
days. Gross:
$13,800.
(Average,
$11,000)
RKO -A LB EE— (2,239) (25c-35c-50c) 7 days.
"Ninotchka" (M-G-M)
Stage
show
starring
Martha
Raye,
featuring
"Gone
With
the
Wind"
(M-G-M)
Shall Have Music" (U. A.)
Milwaukee, Feb. 14. — "Gone With "They
LOEW'S ORPHEUM— (2,900) (75c-$1.10FISHER— (2,700) (15c-55c) 7 days. Gross: Senor Wences, Gracella Dancers. Jack Wil- $1.50)
7th week. Gross: $20,000.
liams, chestra.
the Lazanders
and (Average,
Ed Drew's$6,000)
or- Average,7 days,
the Wind" continued to set the pace, $6,000. (Average, $7,000)
$14,500)
Gross:
$14,000.
grossing $26,800 in its second week at "The Hunchback of Notre Dame" (RKO)
FOX— (5,000) (20c-55c) 7 days, 2nd week. "Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
Fox's Palace. Only other house to Gross: $15,000. (Average, $15,000)
LOEW'S STATE — (3,232) (7Sc-$1.10-$1.65)
iii.ooo)
better average was the Warner, where "Remember the Night" (Para.)
7 days, 2nd week. Gross: $45,500. (Average, Indianapolis Hands
"Raffles" (U. A.)
'Wind' Big $42,000
"The Fighting 69th" and "MexiMICHIGAN— (4,000)
(15c-65c) 7 days. "The Fighting 69th" (W. B.)
"Danger
On
Wheels"
(Univ.)
can
Spitfire"
drew
$5,000
in
its
second
Gross: $11,000. (Average, $12,000)
week.
MAJESTIC—
(25c-35c-50c)
7 days.
"The Fighting 69th" (W. B.)
Gross:
$13,000. (2,250)
(Average,
$7,000)
Indianapolis, Feb. 14. — "Gone
Estimated takings for the week end- "Death of a Champion" (Para.)
With the Wind" in the second week
In My Heart" (Col.) (4 days)
PALMS— (2,000) (15c-50c) 7 days. Gross: "Music
ing Feb. 8 :
"Cafe
Hostess"
(Para.)
(4
days)
$7,000.
(Average. $7,000)
at Loew's drew $42,000. All grosses
"The Light That Failed" (Para.) (3 days)
"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
were in the black, despite powerful
"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
"Jeepers,
Creepers"
(Rep.)
(3
days)
UNITED ARTISTS— (2,000) (75c-$1.10PALACE— (2,400) (75c-$1.10-$1.50) 7 days,
STRAND—
(2,200)
(25c-35c-50c)
1st
run.
2nd week. Gross: $26,800. (Average, $4,000) $1.50) 7 days, 2nd week. Gross: $40,000. Gross:
competition
$7,200. (Average, $6,000)
(Average, $10,000)
Hollywood Icefrom
Revue.Sonja Henie's
"Mutiny in the Big House" (Mono.)
"Charlie McCarthy, Detective" (Univ.)
RIVERSIDE— (2,700) (25c-30c-35c) 7 days. "Gone with the Wind" (M-G-M)
Estimated takings for the week endFAY'S— (1,800) (25c-35c-40c) 7 days. Stage
WILSON— (1,912) ($1.10-$1.50) 7 days, 2nd show
Stage: Vaudeville. Gross: $6,500. (Average,
with Fred Lightner and Rosella; Jean
ing Feb. 9 ;
week. Gross: $30,000.
$6,500)
Bedini; Emil and Evelyn; the Six Vikings; "The Fighting 69th" (W. B.)
"Swanee River" (20th-Fox)
and Bee, Hive and Honey. Gross: $6,000. "The Man Who Wouldn't Talk" (20th-Fox)
"Geronimo" (Para.)
(Average. $6,500)
APOLLO—
days, 2nd
STRAND— (1,400) (25c-35c-50c) 7 days, 'Wind'
"Invisible Stripes" (W. B.)
week.
Gross:(1,100)
$4,000. (25c-40c)
(Average,7 $2,500)
Holds High
2nd week. Gross: $1,200. (Average, $1,500)
"The Gentleman from Arizona" (Mono.)
"The Invisible Man Returns" (Univ.)
"The Fighting 69th" (W. B.)
CARLTON— (1.526) (25c-35c-50c) 7 days, "Charlie McCarthy, Detective" (Univ.)
"Mexican Spitfire" (RKO)
Cle
in
Spo
2nd
week.
Gross:
$2,200.
(Average,
$3,500)
t
vel
and
CIRCLE— (2,800) (25c-40c) 7 days. Gross:
WARNER— (2,400) (25c-35c-50c) 7 days,
"Gulliver's Travels" (Para.) (4 days)
(Average, $6,000)
2nd week. Gross: $5,000. (Average, $4,500)
Cleveland, Feb. 14. — "Gone With "The Amazing Mr. Williams" (Col.) (4 days) $7,500.
"The
Light That Failed" (Para.)
"The Shop Around the Corner" (M-G-M) the Wind" drew $29,000 in its second "Swanee River" (20th-Fox) (3 days)
"He Married His Wife" (20th-Fox)
Johnny, How You Can Love" (Univ.)
Hardy and Son" (M-G-M) (3 days) "Oh,
INDIANA — (3,200) (25c-40c) 7 days.
WISCONSIN— (3,200) (25c-35c-50c) 7 days. week at Loew's Stillman. "The Fight- "Judge
EMPIRE— (2,200) (20c-30c) 2nd run. Gross: Gross:
$6,400. (Average, $5,000)
Gross: $5,500. (Average, $5,500)
ing 69th" drew $13,500 at Warners' $1,525. (Average, $1,700)
"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
Hippodrome.
LOEW'S
— (2,800)
days, 2nd
week.
Gross:
$42,000.(75c-$1.10)
(Average, 7 $7,000)
Estimated grosses for the week end'Wi
nd'
"My
Son
Is
Guilty"
(Col.)
ing
Feb.
8
:
wit
h
$21
,500
'Wind' with $19,00
LYRIC— (2,000) (25c-40c) 7 days. Stage:
0
"His Girl Friday" (Col.)
Tommv Dorsey and orchestra plus show.
ALLEN — (3,000) (30c-35c-42c) 7 days, 2nd
New Haven
Winner
week. Gross: $4,500. (Average, $4,000)
Oklahoma
City Lead Gross: $11,000. (Average, $8,000)
New Haven, Feb. 14. — Second "The Fighting 69th" (W.B.)
Oklahoma City, Feb. 14. — Despite 'Wind' Pul
WARNERS' HIPPODROME— (3,800) (30cls Strong
week of "Gone With the Wind" at the 35c-42c)
7 davs. Gross: $13,500. (Average,
College drew $19,000.
$11,000)
wet and freezing weather, "Gone With
the Wind," in its second week at the
Estimated takings for the week end- "Brother Rat and a Baby" (W.B.)
RKO PALACE — (3,100) (30c-42c-55c) Midwest, drew $21,500.
ing Feb. 9 :
$16,500 Omaha
Lead
Johnnv Davis and orchestra on stage. 7
Estimated takings for the week enddays. Gross: $13,000. (Average, $14,000)
"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
Omaha,
Feb.
14.
—
"Gone
With
the
ing Feb. 8 :
COLLEGE— (1,499) (75c-$1.10-$1.50) 7 days,
Maisie" (M-G-M)
Wind"
was
good
for
$16,500
at
the
2nd week. Gross: $19,000. (Average, $2,700) "Comgo
Paramount in the second week.
LOEW'S PARK— (3,800) (20c-35c) 7 days. "Swanee River" (20th-Fox)
Gross:
$3,500.
(Average,
$3,000)
CRITERION— (1,500) (25c-3Sc-40c) 7 days.
"Little Old New York" (Zttth-Fox)
Estimated takings for the week endGross: $4,600. (Average, $4,500)
"The Shop Around the Corner" (M-G-M)
"Meet Dr. Christian" (RKO)
"Flying
Deuces" (RKO)
LOEW-POLI— (3,040) (35c-50c) 6 days.
LOEW'S
STATE—
(3,500)
(30c-35c-42c)
7
days. Gross: $10,000. (Average, $11,000)
"Fighting
"Two Thoroughbreds" (RKO)
Gross: $6,000. (Average, $8,000)
ing Feb. 69th"
7-8 : (W. B.)
"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
LIBERTY— (1,200) (15c-20c-25c) 7 days. "Mexican Spitfire" (RKO)
(M-G-M)
Corner"
the
"The Shop Around
STILLMAN — (1,900) (75c-$1.13) Gross: $2,500. (Average, $2,400)
(1,200)
davs,
Detective" (M-G-M) 7 LOEW'S
Carter,
"Nick
2ndBRANDEIS—
week. Gross:
$3,700.(25c-35c-40c)
(Average, 7 $4,000)
days. 2nd week. Gross: $29,000. (Aver- "Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
LOEW-PO
LI- Master
BIJOU - (1.482)
(35c-SOc)
"Child
Is
Born"
(W.
B.)
age
at
30c-35c-42c,
$4,000)
MIDWEST— (1,500) (75c-$1.12) 7 days, 2nd
7 days, 2nd week. Gross: $2,500. (Average,
week. Gross: $21,500. (Average, $4,000)
"British Intelligence" (W. B.)
$2,500)
OMAHA— (2,200) (2Sc-40c) 7 days. Gross:
"Charley McCarthy, Detective" (Univ.)
"Remember the Night" (Para.)
PLAZA— (750) (25c-35c-40c) 7 days. Gross: $5,600.
(Average. (U.
$6,000)
"Four
Feathers"
A.)
"Law of the Pampas" (Para.)
$1,300. (Average, $1,100)
Critics Pick
PARAMOUNT— (2,348) (35c-50c) 7 days.
Hollywood,
Feb. 14. 'Heights'
— Samuel Gold- "His Girl Friday" (Univ.)
"High
School"
(20th-Fox)
Gross: $4,800. (Average, $4,000)
STATE— (1.10O) (20c-25c-40c) 3rd week.
ORPHEUM — (3,000) (25c-40e) 7 days.
wyn's "Wuthering Heights" has been
Gross: $6,100. (Average, $7,600)
chosen as the best English language Gross: $2,200. (Average. $3,000)
"The Fighting 69th" (W. B.)
"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
"The Shop Around the Corner" (M-G-M)
"Calling Philo Vance" (W. B.)
ROGER SHERMAN— (2,200) (35c-50c) 7 picture of 1939 by film critics of South
Paramount— (3,000) (75c-$1.10-$1.50) 7 days,
TOWER — (1.000) (25c-35c-40c) 6 days.
America, his office announced.
Gross: $1,500. (Average, $1,750)
2nd week. Gross: $16,500. (Average $16,500)
days. Gross: $5,500. (Average, $5,000) ,
Lead,

$31,000

8
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'Wind'
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$62,000
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Be
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Picture

Unit

Reorganized

Albany regional unit of Allied Theatre Owners of New York will be reorganized, itwas decided at a meeting
of the organization's executive committee here yesterday. Ray Pashley of
Interlaken, executive vice-president,
temporary vice-presiwas dentappointed
of the Albany unit.
Max A. Cohen, who presided, appointed areorganizing committee including George Abramson of Brooklyn, Edmund Souhami, general counsel, and Pashley. The committee will
meet with the Albany members early
in March, at which time new officers
and directors will be elected.
Mitchell Conery of Ravena, Albany
vice-president, and several other members recently resigned from that unit
after breaking with the state organization on the Neely bill issue. The
state organization is opposed to the
bill.
Thea organization's
by-laws
provide
that
member who acts
contrary
to

Daily

Restraint

Thursday, February 15, 1940

Radio

Oshkosh, Wis., Feb. 14.—
The Strand here promoted
the
and
with
not

twin bill "Jamaica Inn"
"Married and in Love"
the admonition that "It's
'colossal!' It's not 'stupendous' .. . It's just a good
show . . . The kind everyone
likes. . . . Bring a Friend!"

Minneapolis, Feb. 14. — "Gone
With the Wind" took $62,000 in the
Twin Cities." At the Orpheuni in
Minneapolis it drew $35,000, at the St.
Republic Meeting
Paul Orpheum, $27,000.
Estimated takings for the week endIn Atlanta Today
ing Feb. 8 :
Minneapolis:
Third of Republic's regional sales
"Legion of the Lawless" (RKO)
meetings will be held today in Atlanta,
"Escape to Paradise" (RKO)
"Cafe Hostess" (Col.)
with H. J. Yates, president of Con"City of Chance" (20th-Fox)
solidated Film Industries, and James
ASTER— (900) (15c-25c) 7 clays, split bills.
R. Grainger, president of Republic
Gross: $1,600. (Average, $1,500)
Pictures attending. There will be
"Eternally Yours" (U. A.)
CENTURY — (1,600) (25c-40c) 7 days.
similar sessions in Dallas Saturday
Gross: $3,200. (Average, $4,000)
and on the Coast Monday.
"Mile. Ma Mere" (French)
ESOUIRE— (290) (25c-40c) 7 days. Gross:
Attending will be : In Atlanta A.
$900. (Average, $800)
C.
Bromberg, Southeastern franchise
"The Return of Dr. X" (W. B.)
holder ; and managers including Carl
GOPHER — (990) (25c) 7 days; Gross:
$3,200. (Average, $2,500)
Floyd, Atlanta ; Henry Glover,
organization policy may be ousted, ac- Tampa ; J. H. Dillon, Charlotte ; L.
"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
cording to Souhami. He said the unit
ORPHEUM — (2,900) (75c-$1.10). Gross:
V. Seichshnaydre, New Orleans ; Wilhas more than 40 members.
$35,000. (Average, $4,400)
liam Snelson, Memphis.
"The Fighting 69th" (W. B.)
The
next
statewide
meeting
will
be
STATE— (2,300) (25c-40c). Gross: $10,500.
In Dallas : W. G. Underwood and
May
22
and
23
in
Syracuse.
The
(Average, $4,000)
"Destry Rides Again" (Univ.)
May 23 there will be a tes- Claude Ezell, Dallas franchise ownWORLD — (400) (2Sc-55c) 7 days, 2nd night of timonial
ers ;Sol Davis and B. F. Busby, frandinner honoring Cohen.
week. Gross: $2,000. (Average, $1,600)
chise owners for Oklahoma and Little
A regional meeting is scheduled for
Rock,
respectively ; Lloyd Rust, Dallas
St. Paul:
Syracuse Feb. 23.
manager, and Morris Loewenstein,
"The Fighting 69th" (W.B.)
Oklahoma City.
PARAMOUNT— (2,500) (25c-40c) 7 days.
Accessories Deal
Gross: $5,200. (Average, $4,400)
The following will attend the ses"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
sion at the studio in North HollyORPHEUM— (2,000) (75c-$1.10) 7 days.
With 'U' Postponed
Gross: $27,000. (Average, $3,200)
wood: M. J. Siegel, president, ReEffective date of the contract under
"On Dress Parade" (W.B.)
public Productions ; J. T. Sheffield,
RIVIERA— (1,000) (25c) 7 days. $1,600. which Advertising Accessories, Inc., franchise owner for the Northwest,
(Average, $1,800)
National Screen Service subsidiary, including Seattle, Portland. Denver,
"Legion of the Lawless" (RKO)
will take over the accessories distribu- Salt Lake City and Butte; Sid Weis"Emergency Squad" (Para.)
tion of Universal, has been postponed. baum and Francis Bateman, San
"Legion of Lost Flyers" (Univ.)
'"Honeymoon's Over" (20th-Fox)
The deal was supposed to have be- Francisco and Los Angeles branch
TOWER— (1,000) (25c) 7 days, split week.
Gross: $1,500. (Average, $1,600)
come effective today, but the clarifi- managers, respectively.
"Destry Rides Again" (Univ.)
cation of details caused the delay. AlWORLD— (400) (25c-55c) 7 days after
though no new date has been set for
week at Orpheum. Gross: $1,200. (Averthe arrangement, it is understood that Screen Playwrights
age, $1,000)
the delay will be short. Meanwhile,
Will Be Disbanded
negotiations are still in progress on
Ohio Theatres Drop
Hollywood, Feb. 14. — Screen Playthe absorption by Advertising Acwrights, Inc., now reduced to 26. paid
cessories ofthe three remaining units
New
Prize Offers
up
members,
be dissolved. The
of the National Poster Service Asso- contract with will
the producers has been
Columbus, Ohio, Feb. 14. — Inde- ciation.
pendent Theatre Owners of Ohio have
officially abrogated. As a result there
abandoned their plan to counteract the
is no official method of settling screen
writer credit disputes.
"Pot o' Gold" radio programs by of- Majors Lose Trust
fering double the prize offer to any
An early bargaining agreement with
Plea at Pittsburgh
patron who would have been the winthe Screen Writers Guild is anticiner if he had been at home.
Pittsburgh, Feb. 14. — U. S. Dispated, since the Playwrights have anInability to obtain the three cents
trict Judge R. M. Gibson today denied
nounced that their pact with the proa
motion
of
the
defendants
asking
for
per seat deposit to insure operation of
ducers is nullified and with it the
the plan was given as the reason by dismissal of the $150,000 anti-trust settlement of credit disputes through
P. J. Wood, secretary of the Ohio suit against the eight major companies conciliation and arbitration. The
I.T.O. Cleveland exhibitors dropped a and others by United Exhibitors, Inc.,
similar plan after a trial failed to Penn State Theatre Corp. and others. Screen Writers Guild already is recognized as the official bargainingshow improved attendance on Tues- The court ruled defense answers must
agency for writers.
day, the night of the weekly broad- be filed within 15 days.
cast.
Defendants in the trust action, in
Trinz Rites Held
addition to the major companies, are:
Colonial Amusement Corp., Marika
Chicago, Feb. 14. — Funeral services
Sues Universal
Galanis, Leo Guerrein, Jr., Flora were held today for Samuel Trinz, 77,
Los Angeles, Feb. 14. — Dolly
brother of the late Joseph and Henry
Parks and Mrs. Jane Janofsky, widow Guerrein, William Zeny, Joseph SeyTrinz,
who founded
theon Lublinerbold,
George
Seybold
and
Boyd
Meyand daughter, respectively, of Roy land.
Trinz Circuit.
Trinz died
Monday
Gardner, who committed suicide reof
a
heart
attack.
cently in San Francisco, today filed
Clemente in City
suit for $150,000 damages against UniScreencraft Closes Deal
versal and Claire Trevor. The action
Frank Z. Clemente, independent proScreencraft Pictures, Inc., state
charges libel and invasion of privacy
ducer, arrived from the Coast yesterin the film, "I Stole A Million."
have sold 13 feaClementeof isfilms
plannine"
pro- right distributors,
duceday.
a series
in theto East,
tures to Pam-O-Pictures in upper
New York State and to Fine Arts
Film Benefit Sunday
first of which is tentatively titled "The
Distributing Corp. of Pittsburgh.
A preview of the French film, "The Latin American Way."
Human Beast," will be held at the
Chicago House Burns
55th Street Playhouse Sunday eve100 'Robinson' Dates
Chicago,
Feb. 14. — The Main,
ning, under the auspices of the Ameri"Swiss Family Robinson," Townecan-French War Relief, sponsored by Baker film distributed by RKO, will neighborhood house, was burned last
a group of celebrities. The film will play 100 day and date engagements night after closing, with damage
estimated at $20,000.
open its regular run on Monday.
on Feb. 22, national release date.

Brevities

EFFECTIVENESS
wave broadcast
Godoy ated
last Friday
demonstr
by the
which NBC has been

of the short
of the Louisnight
is letters
beingflood of
receiving. Up

to noon yesterday, 860 letters hadb°eu
received.
m) tx
A
total
of
60
Latin
Americair-stations re-transmitted the program on
che regular wave lengths and almost
all Latin American short wave stations likewise re-broadcast the fight.
A station
manager that
in Puerto
Rico advised the network
an independent
checkup revealed that almost every
radiofight.
set on the island was tuned to
the
Incidentally, from the standpoint of
Adam Hats, which sponsored the fight
on
Friday's
was the
the Red
mostnetwork,
satisfactory
thus bout
far.
The fight is bought for a flat sum and
when it goes the full 15 rounds, the
sponsor benefits. Generally speaking,
the previous Louis fights have been a
headache because they have been very
short.
Personalities in the News
Appointment of Watson Lee to the
CBS sales staff was announced yesterday by William C. Gittinger, vicepresident in charge of sales. Lee was
formerly Eastern advertising manager
far the Woman's Home Companion.
. . . Milton Burgh, of the NBC special
events department, returned yesterday
from a two-week vacation. . . . Elmer
Davis leaves for a vacation in Key
West, Fla., on Feb. 23. His CBS
news comment program will be filled
by Linton Wells, Bob Trout and Albert Warner. . . . M. Patricia Lockridge, of the CBS special events department, flies to the Coast tomorrow
on a business and vacation trip.
Selling F M Receivers
Frequency modulation receivers
are now being sold by three companies, two others are selling complete kits for home assembly, and
seven other companies have been
licensed to manufacture sets. In
addition to 12 FM broadcasters now
operating, 48 additional stations
have filed applications for licenses
with the F.C.C.
Program Notes
"Light of the World," a dramatised
version of Bible stories in modern dia->,
logue, will be sponsored by General,
Mills over NBC- Red beginning March
18. The shozv will replace "Betty and
Bob" now heard in the 2 P.M. spot
for the same sponsor. . . . General
Baking Co. has renewed its sponsorLone Ranger" for an
lions. ship of "The
additional
52 ivecks on 10 Mutual sta~
Census Facts on 662 Stations
Largest single order filled by the
radio-recording division of NBC
was completed yesterday. A series
of eight 15-minute records for 662
stations has been completed for the
Government to describe the activities of the Census Bureau and prepare the public for the census-taker's visit. Called "Uncle Sam calling" the program is offered free to
all stations by the Government.
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Drop
Storm

Through

East

Houses from Ohio Valley
Eastward Are Hurt
Theatres from the Ohio Valley east
to the Atlantic seaboard, and from
Washington north to the middle of
New England literally were snowed
under on Wednesday and were still
trying to dig out yesterday.
General estimates were that grosses
in the affected area were off approximately 50 per cent, on the average,
although reports from many spots
had not yet filtered into the home offices of the major circuits.
Typical reports were these : RKO
— business "no good" in the entire
storm zone. Loew's — business very
bad from Washington to Boston.
Skouras — business off terribly; Warners— grosses badly hit.
Walter Reade Theatres in New
Jersey reported the worst business in
the history of the company. Walter
Reade said that after the Paramount
in Asbury Park managed to eke out a
sparse $13 for the day on Wednesday,
he ordered the theatre closed for the
rest of the Winter. The Lincoln, in
Trenton, N. J., as another example,
on Wednesday grossed $141, against
an average of $1,000.
The Century Circuit, operating in
Brooklyn and Long Island, estimated
grosses off from 40 to 50 per cent in
the two areas.
With many towns in Pennsylvania
(Continued on page 4)
Korda

YORK,

U.S.A., FRIDAY,

Hepburn Drops Aim
For Amusement Tax
Toronto, Feb. 15.— Although
Ontario closes the year ending March 31 with a $4,000,000 deficit, Premier Hepburn
officially announced today in
the legislature that no amusement tax will be imposed for
another twelve months.

Banks, Duce's
To Produce

Son
Films

Monty Banks, who directs the
Gracie Fields pictures for 20th Century-Fox in England, said on his arrival yesterday on the Rex that he has
become associated with Vittorio Mussolini, son of II Duce, in an Italian
film company.
Banks said he will devote all his
time to the new company upon expiration of his 20th Century-Fox contract next Summer. He has one more
film to direct under this contract. He
will confer with Darryl F. Zanuck,
20th Century-Fox production chief,
and Robert T. Kane, in charge of
the
British picture, on the
final company's
picture.
Miss Fields accompanied Banks.
They leave for the Coast today. She
saidherplans
make "Molly,
Blessshelved.
Her"
as
nextto picture
have been
She added that it probably will be
"Mademoiselle from Armentieres," in
which she could utilize her experiences as an entertainer for troops behind the Maginot Line.
Banks said the new Italian company
is A. C. I., that it plans to make four
(Continued on page 7)

is Arrival;

Hollywood
Delays Coast Trip
Alexander Korda, head of London
Films, arrived yesterday afternoon on
the Rex and cancelled six hours later
his plans to fly to the Coast. He will
remain in the city several days.
When he left the ship's gangplank a
deputy U. S. marshall served him with
papers in the new suit brought by
Samuel Goldwyn against United Artists, London Films and Korda.
Korda said his production plans,
disrupted by the war, are indefinite.
He will supervise the shooting of exterior shots in the Arizona desert and
the Grand Canyon for "The Thief of
Bagdad," which will complete the picture. The war prevented making
these scenes in Africa, as originally
planned.
Zoltan Korda, Alexander's brother
and director of the film, who is in
(Continued on page 4)

FEBRUARY

Coast
On

Parley

Wages;

Will

TEN

16, 1940
Fails

Meeting

Resume

Goldwyn
New

"met to disand producer
structure in the motion
cuss the wage committees
picture industry in accordance with
an agreement reached last November.
After discussion, the meeting adjourned to meet again on Friday."
Representing the unions were William Bioff, I.A.T.S.E. leader and
chairman of the Conference of Studio
Unions ; J. W. Buzzell of the Los Angeles Central Labor Council ; A. H.
Peterson, A. F. of L. organizer for
Southern California, and Walter Redsentative.mond, Plasterers International repreProducers were represented by
Y. Frank Freeman, Edgar J. Mannix,
B. B. Kahane, Walter Wanger, Fred
berg.
Pelton, Pat Casey and M. B. Silber-

Over

Suit

Contract

Bondy Refuses to Dismiss
Action on Bonus
Cancellation of the Goldwyn distribution contract with United Artists
Corp. and an injunction restraining
U.A. from allegedly interfering with
the release of future pictures, was demanded yesterday by Samuel Goldwyn, Inc., and Samuel Goldwyn in a
154-page complaint filed in U.S. District Court against U.A., London Film
Productions, Ltd., and Alexander
Korda.
On the same day, Federal Judge
Bondy rendered a decision refusing to
dismiss the suit of Samuel Goldwyn,
Inc., for $54,559 and interest against
U.A. The court decided that Goldwyn was the legal owner of a claim
for payments under the Silverstone
Plan and had not assigned it to The
Bank of America as claimed by U.A.
Goldwyn's complaint filed yesterday
was in most respects similar to one
recently dismissed by the Chancery
Court in Delaware for failure to include Korda among the necessary defendants. Major differences between
the two suits are the inclusion of London Film Productions and Korda as
defendants and a demand for damages
against U.A. for preventing release of

Bioff received the following telegram from George Browne, International Alliance president, this morning at a meeting of 20 locals, including
10 I.A.T.S.E. units involved in the
Conference :
Goldwyn's
"The Westerner,"
through
otherfilm,
distributors.
Three basic charges are made by
"You are hereby instructed and
authorized to lend all aid and as- Goldwyn in his suit as grounds for
(Continued on page 7)
considering his contract cancelled.
The first claim is that U. A. breached
its distributing agreement with the
(Continued on page 4)

is Next,
New

Washington, Feb. 15. — Charging
that the film industry has tried to
sabotage his committee, Representative Martin Dies today declared that
he will propose an investigation of
Hollywood as the next action for
the House group investigating unAmerican activities.
Dies said the film producers had

Files

Today

Hollywood, Feb. 15. — With support
of the I.A.T.S.E. International behind
them, leaders of the Conference of
A. F. of L. Studio Unions met with
producers today on the question of
rescission of the 10 per cent wage increase granted Nov. 26. Failing to
reach an agreement, they continued
the session until tomorrow.
A joint statement issued following
the three-hour conference was noncom it al. Itmerely said that union

Inquiry

Congressman

U.A.

CENTS

Dies

Warns

would information.
like to find out how they got"
their
Making it clear that he was expressing his own views only and not
talking for the committee, where he
is apparently encountering difficulty
in carrying through his program,
Dies said that Hollywood's activities
in the realm of his committee's investigations
"should it
be will
exposed."
investigator's
copy of an
However, he
said
be up to
securedona conditions
report
in Hollywood in
the committee to decide whether the
a "mysterious" manner and have had
it mimeographed. The report was West Coast investigation shall be
made available to members of the made and whether producers shall be
committee, he said, but was not sup- called. Dies said he thought that if
the inquiry is undertaken hearings
posed to be made public.
Further, he declared, the industry should be held in Washington and
should.be issued before the
"even knows" who the committee's a report (Continued
on page 4)
witnesses are to be and, he said, "we

To

Coast
Use

Company

Paris

Stars

Nat Wachsberger, executive vicepresident of Film Alliance of the U.S.,
and Harry Brandt, also a principal in
that company, will organize a new
producing company on the Coast.
The new organization involves radical departure in that it will bring a
group of French name stars and
French producers from Paris to California.
Wachsberger will make the next
crossing of Pan American's Yankee
Clipper, scheduled to leave Baltimore
today, to complete plans for the transfer here of the stars and producers
who are to make up the nucleus of the
new studios.
Names of the stars and producers, it
(Continued en page 4)
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Newsreel
First

Chicago, Feb. 15. — Orson
Welles, en route west, said he
Hundreds of telegrams from theahad just signed a contract for
tres agreeing to cooperate with the
a third picture for RKO,
JOSEPH S. HUMMEL, Warner Finnish Relief Fund continue to pour
which he will make before he
J general foreign sales manager, is in
Puerto Rico and will return here into the Motion Picture Headquarters
starts work on the first two
in New York City. Maj. L. E.
March 1 via Miami.
he has signed to do.
•
Thompson is chairman and Vincent G.
Welles said, like the other
Hart
is
director.
Arthur Mayer, John Krimsky,
two,
it will be made from an
In a statement yesterday, Major
John D. Hertz, Jr., Charles
original which he will write.
Thompson
said
:
Sonin, Robert Weitman, Alec
He will put it in production
"I am indeed grateful to the theatre
Moss, Douglas Montgomery, Larry
this Spring for Fall release,
of America for the cooperaand will act in it.
Adler, Ben Boyar, Frederic Lons- owners
tion
that
are giving us for our
dale and John Golden lunching at collections they
His first two, "Heart of
in the theatre lobbies on
Darkness" and "Smiler With
Sardi's yesterday. •
Saturday and Sunday.
a Knife," will be made later
"Demands have been so great that
Mr. and Mrs. Lou Ansell and Mr.
on, he said.
we
find
it
physically
impossible
to
and Mrs. John Garrison will leave
for Florida this week. Ansell oper- contact every theatre in America. I
ates astring of St. Louis houses, and want to appeal to the theatre owner
Garrison is head of the Universal ex- who has not been contacted by our of- Grosses Improving
fice to join with us in this Drive. May
change there.
•
I suggest that any theatre that has not
suggest that any theatre that has not
After Storm Losses
Russell Holman, George Welt- heard
from us select the girls in its
Owen, Ted O'Shea, locality and have them in the lobbies
Wally
ner,
Sidney Phillips, Jay C. Flippen
Broadway grosses, after suffering
of the theatres on Saturday and Sunand Ed Saunders at Nick's Hunting
the severe effects of Wednesday's blizday
to
collect
funds
for
the
Finnish
Room in the Astor for lunch yester- Relief?
zard, yesterday showed signs of slight
day.
improvement
as the city began return•
"I would suggest that all the money
ing to normal.
turned over to the manager of the
William Pine, associate producer be
"Swiss Family Robinson," with a
for Cecil B. DeMille, returned to theatre who will mail it to Raymond
Treasurer of the Finnish Re- stage show, drew an estimated $68,Hollywood yesterday from Canada, Sawtelle,
lief Fund, Inc., 420 Lexington Ave., 000 in its one week at the Music Hall.
where he conferred with Royal Ca- New York City, giving, of course, the
"I Take This Woman" got off to a
nadian Mounted Police officials on
slow start yesterday due to the
name of the theatre."
"North West Mounted
Police."
weather.
•

Personal

►

Lester B. Isaac, chief projectionist
Plans
for Loew's Theatres, today celebrates Paramount
his 24th year with the company. He
started in 1916, and assumed his presIndustrial Pictures
ent post in 1926. •
Paramount is prepared to begin
John A. Schwalm, manager of the
of industrial films for speNorthio Rialto, Hamilton, Ohio, who productioncialized
advertising and promotional
entered a clinic at Miami to undergo
uses, the company yesterday advised
treatment for a heart ailment, is releading advertising agencies whose acported slightly improved.
counts might be interested.
•
The industrials would be made by
W. G. Van Schmus, managing director of the Radio City Music Hall, short
a special
branch
of the and
company's
subjects
department
would
yesterday spent several hours on the have both East and West Coast production facilities made available to it.
set in Hollywood of Sol Lesser's
"Our Town," United
• Artists release.
One phase of Paramount's proposal
agencies suggested the exhibiMoe Sanders, office manager at the to the
tion of the films to audiences attending
20th Century-Fox New York ex- radio broadcasts. Presumably, such
change, and Mrs. Sanders have left films would be built around operations
for a Miami vaction.
•
of the program's sponsors.
Spyros Skouras, head of National
Theatres, and Edward Zabel, film Funeral for Wilkes,
buyer, are due from the Coast Feb.
26.
Vet Film Man, Today
•
Funeral services will be held today
J. Don Alexander of Colorado in Buffalo for Michael Harris Wilkes,
Springs has brought his new yacht, 55, Canadian exploitation representathe Widgeon, to Miami.
tive, who died Wednesday night of a
•
heart attack on a train en route from
Ona Munson flew back to the Toronto to Montreal.
Coast last night via American AirA pioneer in the handling of shows
lines.
o
in Canada since the days of "The
Birth United
of, a Nation,"
Wilkes
has Hebeenis
Flora Robson is en route here from with
Artists since
1932.
the Warner studio to appear in a
survived by an only son, Dustin WilBroadway play.
kes. Haskell Masters, Canadian genc
eral manager for United Artists, and
Richard Ford, representative of
and Montreal sales represenOscar Deutsch, head of the English Toronto tatives,
will attend the funeral.
Odeon Circuit, is in town.
•
John Ringling North, head of the
Donald W. Thornburgh, CBS
Ringling Bros, circus, arrived from vice-president in charge of West Coast
Europe yesterday on the Rex.
operations, leaves today for a board
•
meeting of the National Broadcasters
Hal B. Wallis and his wife leave Assoc. at Washington, D.C.
the Coast for New York today by
train.
Dr. Paul Kortez,
. • European story
editor for 20th-Fox, arrived at the
Max A. Cohen, head of the Cine- Coast studio yesterday for conferences
ma Circuit, left yesterday for Florida. with studio chiefs.

Parade
Two Nazi planes downed on the
Western Front and a German mine
zvashed ashore in England constitute
the main war coverage in the new issues. Reels and their contents follow :
MOVIETONE NEWS, No. 46— Sw/Jk^h
Navy on Baltic Sea. English mer^C^t
ships armed.
troopsshore.
leave^ior
Suez.
German Australian
mine on British
New
French guns in action. Tanks in war
games. Fur fashions. Chinese parade in
San Francisco. Award outstanding aviator
plaque. Dog show in New York. Ski jumps
in Michigan. Di Maggio brothers limber
up.
Swims inBay.
icy New York lake. Sailing
in Biscayne

NEWS OF THE DAY, No. 244— Navy
guards Swedish shores. Nazi mine washed
ashore in England. French down enemy
planes.
Premiere ofat"Young
Tom Edison."
Tank formations
Fort Benning.
Fur
fashions. Dog show. Di Maggia brothers
prepare for baseball season.
PARAMOUNT NEWS, No. 49— Tank maneuvers in Georgia. Budget controversy in
New York. Chinese war relief party in
San Francisco. Mrs. Roosevelt before Congressional hearing. Outdoor wedding in
Holland. Dog show. Lincoln Day dinner
in New York. Vandenberg addresses Republicans in St. Paul. Yacht race in Miami.
Ski jumps in Michigan.
RKO PATHE NEWS, No. 61 — Mrs.
Roosevelt speaks on home conditions.
French trap two German planes. Farley
dedicates Lincoln Post Office. Winter carnival at Dartmouth. Finn envoy thanks
U. S. Tank maneuvers at Fort Benning.
UNIVERSAL NEWSREEL, No. 850—
French down bombers at front. Find German mine on English shore. Lincoln Post
Office reopened in Illinois. New water
ing.
"Of Mice and Men" bows in at the wings demonstrated. Dog show. Sail boat
Roxy this morning to make two John race. Tank maneuvers. Di Maggio in trainSteinbeck films now playing in Times

Square. "Grapes of Wrath" at the
Rivoli is in its fourth week. Roxy's
second week of "Little Old New
York," with a stage show, grossed an
estimated $32,000. "The Fighting
69th," with Paul Whiteman's band on
the stage, is still strong at the Strand
where it took an estimated $40,000 for
its
third week. It is being held for a
fourth.

Wallis

Due

Monday

For 'Ehrlich' Show
Hal Wallis, executive producer for
Warners, will arrive here Monday
from the studio for the premiere of
"Dr. Ehrlich's Magic Bullet." The
filmFeb.
will 23.
open at the Broadway Strand
on
"A Chump at Oxford" opens at the
While here, Wallis will confer with
Rialto Monday. On Thursday, "The Major Albert Warner, Gradwell L.
Man from Dakota" follows "The Car- Sears, general sales manager, and
ters" at the Criterion.
Charles Einfeld, director of advertising and publicity, on forthcoming
Warner product.
March 1 Is Deadline

Schaefer Names Piazza
For Majors' Replied
Hollywood, Feb. 15. — Ben Piazza
Defendant companies in the Government's New York anti-trust suit has been appointed head of RKO's
will have until March 1 to complete talent department and also will supervise casting, George Schaefer antheir answers to the Government's innounced today. Schaefer leaves for
terrogatories under the agreement
reached with Federal attorneys, which New York tomorrow by plane.
was reported in Motion Picture
Daily yesterday.
MOTION PICTURE
The answers were to have been
served yesterday but the new agreeDAILY
ment
permits
defendants
to
"stagger"
(Registered
U. S. Patent Office)
their replies. The first 24 answers
Published
daily
except
Saturday, Sunday and
will be served by defendants tomorrow; the next 15 will be due on Feb. holidays by Quigley Publishing Company,
1270 Sixth Avenue, Rockefeller Center,
24, and the final 20 on March 1. Con- Inc.,
fidential answers in these groups will New York City. Telephone Circle 7-3100.
Cable address "Quigpubco, New York." Marbe served separately.
tin Quigley, Editor-in-Chief and Publisher;
Colvin Brown, Vice-President and General
The Government's answers to the Manager; Watterson R. Rothacker, Vicedefendants' interrogatories will be due President; Sam Shain, Editor; James A.
Cron, Advertising manager; Chicago Bureau,
on March 1.
624 South Michigan Avenue, C. B. O'Neill,
William P. Farnsworth, Govern- manager; Hollywood Bureau, Postal Union
Boone Mancall, manager, Wilment attorney, cited the time exten- Life Building,
Weaver, Editor; London Bureau, 4,
sion yesterday as evidence of the Goldenliam R.Square,
London Wl, Hope Williams,
"Government's willingness to cooper- manager, cable address "Quigpubco, Lonate with defendants despite its anxiety
don." All contents copyrighted 1940 by Quigley Publishing Company, Inc. Other Quigley
publications:
Motion Picture Herald, Better
to Last
receive
the answers."
Tuesday,
Federal Judge Henry Theatres, International Motion Picture Almanac and Fame. Entered as second class
W. Goddard, who will preside at the
matter, Sept. 23, 1938, at the post office at
trial of the suit, lectured the Govern- New York, N. Y., under the act of March
1879. Subscription rates per year $6 in the
ment for its "very arbitrary" attitude 3,
Americas and $12 foreign. Single copies 10c.
and lack of cooperation thus far.
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Over

Goldwyn
U.A.

Creditors Meeting
Referee John E. Joyce yesterday
ordered a first meeting of creditors
of Educational Pictures, Inc., for
Feb. 29 at 10 A. M. Under terms of
the order, creditors will elect a trustee, present their claims and examine
company officials at that meeting.
Earle Hammons, former president
of Grand National Pictures ; Bruno
Weyers, vice-president ; John R.
Munn, director, and Walter Duke,
attorney, were examined yesterday
by the attorney for the trustee of
G. N.
Duke and Munn both defended a
transaction under which Educational
Pictures received 1,100,000 shares
from G. N., its subsidiary, in return
for Educational assets. Hammons
testified to a series of transactions
through which Jeremiah D. McGuire, a creditor, received an assignment of G. N. rights to 10 films
now being distributed to Twentieth
Century-Fox Film Co.
Molina

Here

to Sell

Native Cuban Film
Luis R. Molina, head of Royal
News studio in Havana, is in New
York to negotiate a release for the
latest feature produced there. Its title
is "La Cancion del Regreso" ("Song
of
reels.the Return"), and it runs nine
Royal News is primarily a newsreel
organization, representing all American reels except Universal.
Flying

South

Grosses
London

Contract

Educational

to Film

'Fashion Forecast'
Vyvyan Donner, producer of fashion shorts for 20th Century-Fox, will
head a large party of persons who
will leave tomorrow by plane for
Miami Beach where the next "Fashion
Forecast," color one-reeler, will be
made.
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Suit

(Continued from page 1)
plaintiffs by sanctioning the organization and membership of the Alexander Korda Film Productions, Ltd.,
as an associate producer.
The second charge made is that
U. A. failed to make a payment of
$54,559 and interest under the Silverstone Plan to Goldwyn and compelled him to bring suit.
Finally, the complaint contends that
U. A. "maliciously and wrongfully"
conceived the plan of driving the
plaintiffs out of business. In this respect, Goldwyn sets forth about 14
examples of tactics employed by U. A.
to effect this result, such as discrimination against the plaintiffs in the distribution and advertising of their
films, the issuance of unfavorable
press releases and efforts to obtain
resignations by Goldwyn employees.
The complaint describes frustrated
attempts bv Goldwyn to secure release of "The Westerner" by Paramount or Warner Bros. After refusal by these companies to distribute
the film because of threatened litigation, Goldwyn failed to obtain the release by any other company and was
forced to turn the film over to U. A.,
the complaint alleges.
Calls

Picture

Drop

Review

50%

in

Storm

"Dr. O'Dowd"
(Warners)
Through
East
London, Jan. 22 (By Mail). — Homely character dramas such as this,
(Continued from page 1)
with a domestic flavor and a breath of humanity, are all too rare. This
one gets over without any extravagance of staging or narrative. To completely cut off by huge drifts, inEnglish audiences in wartime it should be a solace in its freedom from
numerable cars abandoned on ,+he
present problems.
Elsewhere its Irish flavor indicates appeal, too.
roadsroofs,
and business
snow piled
high most^seon|°-iShaun Glenville, an Irish actor with no screen experience, offers an atre
suffered
verely. For the most part Comerford
ingratiating performance in the character of L. A. G. Strong's toping Theatres managers by yesterday had
Irish doctor, a loveable old soul whose only weakness is fondness for
the bottle. Glenville gets under the skin of the character in a quaintly not yet sent in their reports.
The same situation prevailed among
blear-eyed but knowing way, makes a touching show of his banishment the Paramount affiliates in the blizfrom the medical register and his retirement to the quiet waters of the
zard-struck area. Officials of that
Shannon with a rod and a never empty bottle. Eventually he comes company declared that New York and
again across the son who has disowned him, because he let his wife die Connecticut grosses appeared to have
under an anaesthetic, and fighting against his enmity and the iron atti- been most seriously damaged.
tude of the medical register, saves him from death by diptheria.
Transit Service Crippled
With its quiet sentiment and its well timed passages of drama, its
A Wa rner Theatres executive reemphasis on character and its exactness of atmosphere, the film holds
ported that a man was sent out of
interest and commands sympathy throughout.
Philadelphia Wednesday afternoon,
Running time, 76 minutes.
"A."*
Aubrey Flanagan and was stopped 10 miles out of town
by a state trooper. The officer
*"A" denotes adult classification.
warned him that he might travel
ahead "at his own risk," but urged
him to turn back. In the city, transit
New Coast Company
service was crippled.
Korda
is Arrival;
Feiber & Shea Circuit, with houses
To
Use Paris Stars in Pennsylvania, Ohio and New EngDelays Coast Trip
land, reported business off approxi(Continued from page 1)
mately 35 per cent. As an example,
(Continued from page 1)
a
house
with an average intake of
is
stated,
may
not
be
disclosed
until
Hollywood, will direct the sequences
$200 took in barely $40.
with three members of the cast. These after contracts have been completed.
The New York picture — slippery
Wachsberger expects to return in two
include June Duprez, who also ar- weeks
rived yesterday. Sabu, who is on the move. with complete plans of his new streets, skidding traffic and pedestrians, freezing temperatures, some
Coast, and John Justin, who will arSeveral English stars may be power failures and erratic surface
rive from England soon.
Korda will confer on the Coast with signed. Contracts with French names transit — was duplicated or surpassed
will be limited to those speaking Eng- in all major spots. In rural comMaurice Silverstone, executive head lish.
munities the situation, of course, was
of United Artists, regarding his future
Six pictures are included in the worse.
plans. He said it is uncertain whether
and Summer shooting schedFilm Deliveries Delayed
"The Jungle Boy" with Sabu, will be Spring
ule,
cameras
to begin turning approximade in Hollywood as he had conProvidence stores were forced to
mately April 10. Distribution of the
templated.
new product will be effected through close ; Boston transportation was virKorda's plans to produce another
British war propaganda film have Film Alliance of the U.S. of which
tually brought to a standstill; Upstate New York towns were snowed
been dropped. This was to have been Norman Elson is sales manager. Present headquarters in the RKO Build- under, film deliveries delayed and in
"The Hunting of the U-Boat," a Navy
ing, Rockefeller Center, will be en- close.
many cases houses were forced to
larged.
sequel to "The Lion Has Wings."
Regarding British production, KorFilm Alliance will combine the new
da said that while the situation is unThe Broughton, Pittsburgh suburcertain there are at present between American product with French and
ban theatre, closed in that city's worst
English
features
and
will
continue
its
six and eight pictures in work at
storm in 27 years. Business in other
London studios and that the Denham previously announced program of 25 houses was anaemic. Trolley service
studio is busy with Gabriel Pascal and foreign pictures for 1940.
was suspended at 5 P. M., and many
other producers.
theatre employes were unable to reExplorer Bringing
port for work.
Ben
Goetz,
in
charge
of
M-G-M's
British production, is scheduled to
Although the weather cleared yesNew
Picture
to
City
terday as the storm swept out to sea,
start "Busman's Honeymoon," starring
Robert Montgomery, in a week or
Upon arrival in New York Sunday, the belief is that it will be several
two at Denham.
Armand Denis will undertake to pre- days before business returns to norpare for release about 45,000 feet of mal.
"The war is forcing the British companies to make small pictures," he black and white film which he and
said. "Big pictures from England will Leila Roosevelt procured during a 10- Dies Threatening
month expedition on every continent
be few and far between."
except Australia.
Hollywood
Denis and Miss Roosevelt arrived
(Continued from page Probe
1)
Klein Wins Verdict
in Boston Wednesday, having sailed
beginning
of
the
political
campaigns,
Julius Klein, film salesman, has ob- from British East Africa on Christmas Eve.
tained aMunicipal Court jury verdict
during
"fold up."which the committee should
for $733, the full amount of his claim
Following preparation of the film,
against Producers Laboratories, Inc., Denis will negotiate for distribution
He charged that the film industry
has a well organized campaign against
and Jack Cosman, less payments made
the and
picture.
Rapture"
on account. Klein sued for commis- of
Denis
Miss"Dark
Roosevelt
filmedwhich
last the committee and has hired the
sions on the sale of "Small Town year, was distributed by Universal in "highest priced" publicity service in
Idol" to the Vitaphone Corp. Harry the United States and by 20th Cen- tion.
the world to "turn heaven and earth"
tury-Fox abroad.
G. Kosch and Harry Lewis reprein an attempt to stop the investigasented Klein.
Banned

Third

Time

Chicago, Feb. 15— Chicago's censors today for the third time banned
the showing of "Hitler, Beast of Berlin,"the
despitefilm.
cuts and a change in the
title of

"They have a lot of political influBill for Sunday Films
ence," Dies said. "I think they are
Providence, Feb. 15.— Sunday films
would be permitted in the town of going to start one of the darndest
of ridicule you ever saw."
Smithfield, R. I., under the terms of campaigns
The campaign, he added, might inan act introduced in the General Asclude a film about the committee,
sembly by Senator Raymond E. to
be made.
which
he said he "understood" was .
Adams
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'Wind'
'Wind9

Hollywood
Big

Review

Hit

in

$72,000,

Philadelphia

Philadelphia, Feb. 15. — "Gone
With the Wind" continued to play to
capacity business for a third week,
giving the Boyd $31,000 and the
Earle $41,000. "The Invisible Man
Returns" at the Stanton drew $7,000.
Estimated takings for the week ending Feb. 9 :
"The Light That Failed" (Para.)
"Vigil in the Night" (RICO)
ALDINE-— (1,700) (32c-42c-57c-68c) 6 days;
2nd week, 1 day. Gross: $10,300. (Average,
$8,000)
"Balalaika" (M-G-M)
"The Great Victor Herbert" (Para.)
ARCADIA — (600) (32c-42c-57c) 3rd run,
2nd week, 6 days; 3rd week, 1 day. Gross:
$3,500. (Average, $2,600)
"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
BOYD— (2,400) (86c-$1.14-$1.71) 7 days, 3rd
week. Gross: $31,000. (Average, $13,000)
"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
EARLE— (4,000) (75c-$1.14) 7 days, 3rd
week. Gross: $41,000. (Average, $14,000)
"The Fighting 69th" (W. B.)
FOX— (3,000) (32c-42c-57c-68c) 7 days,
2nd
000) week. Gross: $19,700. (Average, $13,"Raffles" (U. A.)
"The Light That Failed" (Para.)
KEITH'S— (2,200) (32c-42c-57c-68c) 2nd
run, 6 days; 2nd run, 1 day. Gross: $3,425.
(Average, $3,500)
"Music in My Heart" (Col.)
"His Girl Friday" (Col.)
KARLTON— (1,000) (32c -42c -57c -68c) 6
days; 2nd run, 1 day. Gross: $3,050. (Average, $3,000)
"His Girl Friday" (Col.)
"Little Old New York" (20th-Fox)
STANLEY— (3,700) (32c-42c-57c-68c) 2nd
week, 6 days; 1 day. Gross: $13,700. (Average, $14,000)
"The Invisible Man Returns" (Univ.)
STANTON— (1,700) (32c-42c-57c) 7 days.
Gross: $7,000. (Average, $4,500)

'Hardy' at $7,200
In Montreal

Lull

Montreal, Feb. 15. — "Judge Hardy
and Son" grossed $7,200 at the Palace.
Estimated takings for the week ending Feb. 9 :
"That's Right. You're Wrong" (RICO)
"Three Sons" (RKO)
CAPITOL — (2,547) (25c-40c-55c-65c) 7
days. Gross: $5,200. (Average, $8,000.)
"Gulliver's Travels" (Para.)
LOEWS— (2,800) (30c-40c-60c) 7 days, 2nd
week. Gross: $4,800. (Average, $8,000)
"Slightly Honorable" (U. A.)
"Tropic Fury" (Univ.)
ORPHEUM— (919) (25c-35c-50c) 7 days.
Gross: $2,700. (Average, $5,000)
"Judge Hardy and Son" (M-G-M)
PALACE— (2,600) (25c-40c-55c-65c) 7 days,
days. Gross: $7,200. (Average, $10,000)
"Geronimo" (Para.)
"Our Neighbors— The Carters" (Para.)
PRINCESS — (2,272) (25c-35c-50c-65c) 7
days. Gross: $4,000. (Average, $5,500)
Chicago

Smash

Draws

McVickers

Changes Its Policy
Chicago, Feb. 15. — A new policy
has gone into effect at the McVickers,
with a first run feature and a second
run picture comprising the program.
The McVickers, which usually plays
two second run films, will in the future
play one first run picture as part of
the program.
The reason for the change is reported to be the long run of "Gone
With the Wind" at the Oriental.
Jones, Linick & Schaefer operate both
houses and heretofore have used the
Oriental for first run "B" pictures as
well as second runs. With the Oriental tied up, product has been piling up
so fast that some change was necessary to get a Loop showing for a number of films.
.

"The Man
from Dakota"
{M-G-M)
Hollywood, Feb. 15. — A story about the Civil War, "The Man from
Dakota" resolves into what is primarily a vehicle for the display of the
comedy abilities of its star, Wallace Beery.
As a Union sergeant escaping against his will from a Confederate
prison camp, Beery caused great merriment on the part of the preview
night audience with his emphasis on satisfying his stomach's demands
at all costs. His companion in the escape is depicted by John Howard,
with Dolores Del Rio enacting a Russian girl who travels with them after
murdering her alleged brother. Donald Meek and Robert Barrat are excellent in smaller characterizations.
Produced by Edward Chodorov, the picture was directed by Leslie

With

Chicago
$67,000

Chicago, Feb. 15.— "Gone With the
Wind" topped the first week's all-time
records at both the Woods and^wi-

ental
theatres.
Total gross
$67,000.
Loop business
was %>"is
good.
Dorothy Lamour, in person at the
Chicago theatre, put "The Fighting
69th" over the top in a second week
that hit the $37,600 mark.
Estimated takings for the week ending Feb. 7-10:
"Slightly Honorable" (U. A.)
APOLLO— (1,400), 35c-55c-75c, 7 days.
Fenton. the latter's third feature since graduating from the direction Gross:
$5,600. (Average, $6,000)
of short subjects.
"The Fighting 6»th" (W. B.)
Laurence Stallings wrote the screen play from a book by MacKinlay
CHICAGO— (4,000) (35c-55c-75c) 7 days,
Kantor.
2nd week. Stage: Dorothy Lamour with
Revue. Gross: $37,300. (Average, $32,000)
of Chicago" (M-G-M)
Running time, 74 minutes. "G."*
Walter Selden "Earl
GARRICK— (1,000) (35c-55c-75c) 7 days.
Gross: $8,000. (Average, $5,000)
*"G" denotes general classification.
"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
ORIENTAL — (3,200) (75c-$1.10-$1.50) 7
days, 2nd week. 3 shows daily. Gross:
$49,200. (Average, $13,000)
"My
Little Chickadee"
'Wind' Is Buffalo's
"Oh, Johnny"
(Univ.) (Univ.)
Frisco Gives 'Wind'
Winner
at
$38,500
PALACE—
(2,500)
(35c-55c-75c) 7 days.
Big Lead at $34,500
Gross:
$14,600.
(Average,
"Invisible
Stripes"
(W. B.)$12,000)
Buffalo, Feb. 15. — "Gone With the
San Francisco, Feb. 15. — "Gone
ROOSEVELT— (1,300) (35c-55c-75c) 7 days.
Wind" continued strong in its second Gross:
With
the
Wind"
drew
|34,500
in
its
$8,700. (Average, $11,000)
second week at the Warfield.
week here, bringing the Great Lakes "Blondie Brings Up Baby" (Col.)
STATE-LAKE — (2,700) (25c-35c-50c) 7
Estimated takings for the week enddays.
Stage: Duke
Ellington
Estimated
takings
for
the
week
endGross: $16,700.
(Average,
$12,000) & Band.
Feb. 6-9:Double Trouble" (RKO)
$38,500.
"The ingSaint's
ing Feb. 10 :
"Judge
Hardy
and
Son"
(M-G-M)
GOLDEN GATE— (2,850) (3Sc-40c-55c) 7
Shop Around the Corner" (M-G-M)
UNITED ARTISTS— (1,700) (35c-55c-75c)
days. Stage: Vaudeville. Gross: $11,500. "The
BUFFALO— (3,000) (30c-35c-55c) 7 days. 7 days,
2nd week. Gross: $10,500. (Average,
(Average, $15,000)
Ted Lewis, his orchestra and revue on $14,000)
"His Girl Friday" (Col.)
stage. Gross: $15,600. (Average, $12,000)
"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
"Little Accident" (Univ.)
"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
WOODS— (1,100) ($1.10-$1.50) 7 days, 2nd
ORPHEUM — (2,440) (15c-35c-40c) 7 days.
week.
Gross: $17,800.
GREAT
LAKES—
(3,000)
(75c-$1.10-$1.50)
Gross: $14,700. (Average, $8,000)
7 days, 2nd week. Gross: $38,500. (Aver"The Fighting 69th" (W. B.)
age at 30c-50c, $7,500)
'Wind' at $53,000,
"Calling Philo Vance" (W. B.)
"Slightly Honorable" (U. A.)
FOX — (5,000) (15c-30c-35c-40c) 7 days, 2nd "Married and in Love" (RKO)
week. Gross: $14,000. (Average, $16,000)
HIPPODROME— (2,500) (25c-35c) 7 days.
Gross: $6,700. (Average, $6,800)
"I Take This Woman" (M-G-M)
St, Louis Record
"British Intelligence" (W. B.)
"The Secret Four" (Capad, Inc.)
PARAMOUNT— (2,740) (15c-30c-35c-40c) 7
TWENTIETH
CENTURY—
(3,500)
(30cSt.
Louis,
Feb. 15. — Grossing
days. Gross: $11,000. (Average, $11,500)
50c) 7 days. Hollywood Parade, stage re"Of Mice and Men" (U. A.)
vue, with Three Stooges, Cliff Edwards, $53,000, "Gone With the Wind," playUNITED ARTISTS— (1,200) (15c-35c-40c- Gloria Dickson, Alexander D'Arcy, The
its second week at the Loew's
Brewster Twins, Marjorie Bell and Evelyn State,ing broke
55c) 7 days,
2nd
week.
Gross:
$7,500.
(Avall existing records.
erage, $8,000)
Farney. Gross: $16,700. (Average, $6,800)
Estimated
grosses
for the week end"His
Girl
Friday"
(CoL)
"The Blue Bird" (20th-Fox)
ST. FRANCIS— (1,400) (75c-$1.10) 7 days. "First Offenders" (Col.)
ing
Feb.
8:
Gross: $7,100. (Average, $6,000)
LAFAYETTE— (3,300) (25c-35c) 7 days, "Gene With the Wind" (M-G-M)
2nd week. Gross: $9,000. (Average, $6,300)
"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
000)
LOEW'S STATE— (3,162) (75c-$1.12-$1.50)
WARFIELD— (2,680) (75c-$1.10) 7 days,
7 days. scale,
Gross:$13,000)
$53,000. (Average, at 25c40c-55c
2nd week. Gross: $34,500. (Average, $12,"His Girl Friday" (Col.)
Mississippi Tax
"Port of Shadows" (Film Alliance)
AMBASSADOR
— (3,018)
(25c-40c-55c)
CLAY— (400) (15c-35c-40c) 7 days, 2nd
days.
Gross: $14,000.
(Average,
$11,500) 7
week. Gross: $1,100. (Average, $1,000)
May Hit Theatres "Green
"Brother Hell"
Rat and
a Baby" (W. B.)
(Univ.)
"The Ski Chase"
Jackson, Miss., Feb. 15. — With a
LARKTN — (390) (15c-35c-40c) 7 days. measure
in the state Senate hopper to
FOX -(5,038) (25c-40c-55c) 7 days. Gross:
Gross: $700. (Average, $1,000)
$11,000)
impose a heavy tax on operation of $12,500.
"Fighting(Average,
6»th" (W.
B.)
circuits in Mississippi, theatre opera- "Mexican Spitfire" (RKO)
Plan Child Curfew
tors are fearful that theatres will not
MISSOURI— (3,514) (25c-40c-55c) 7 days.
be exempt. In addition to the circuit Gross: $5,000. (Average, $4,000)
At Columbus
Films levy, the bill also calls for a gross
Columbus, O., Feb. 15. — Climaxing receipt levy with money for both re- Legion Approves
a checkup among theatres, which dis- state. turns going to old-age pensions in the
closed that the majority of youths
Eight New
Pictures
found idly roaming the streets at night
The Ford bill provides for a graduNational
Legion
of
Decency
has apated license tax based on the number
offered the excuse that "they were reproved all eight films reviewed for the
of
establishments
operated
by
a
chain
turning from late shows," police aucurrent week, two for general patronthorities plan to introduce an ordi- company, regardless of location. A
age and six for adults. New films
minimum
of
20
units
calls
for
an
annance prohibiting theatres from admitand their classification follow:
ting children during school hours, and
nual levy of $20 per establishment ;
those under 14 at late shows unless $100 on chains of 20 to 40; $250 from
Class A-l, Unobjectionable for Genaccompanied by parents or guardians. 50 to 100 ; $500 on 100 to 250 ; $800 on
eral Patronage — "Death Goes North,"
This is the initial step in a pro- 250_ to 500 and $1,000 per unit on "Special Inspector." Class A-2, Ungram designed to reduce juvenile chains of more than 500 anywhere in
objectionable for Adults — "Broadway
the country.
crime here.
Melody
of
1940,"
"Convicted"Murder
Women,"is
"Manhattan Shakedown,"
News,'' "Sidewalks of London,"
Seeks to Sue Union
Club Dance March 1
Kansas City, Feb. 15. — Inaugural
dinner dance and floor show for
Variety Club's 1940 officers will be
held March 1 at the Hotel Muehlebach, according to Jerry Zigmond,
chairman of the committee in charge.
Little Jack Little will feature the
entertainment.

St. Louis, Feb. 15. — Permission to
sue receivers of the Operators' Union,
Local 143, for $75,000 damages allegedly suffered as a result of picketing at the Fox since Oct. 5 is sought
in a petition filed in Circuit Court
here by the Eden Theatre Co., lessee
of the theatre property.

"Typhoon."
Adds Course on Films
Cleveland, Feb. 15. — Cleveland
College of Western Reserve University
has added a course on the art of the
motion picture, with Milton S. Fox,
lecturer in English, directing.
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Brevities

PROFESSIONAL hockey will be
added to NBC's list of telecasts
on Sunday, Feb. 25, when the New
York Rangers meet the Canadiens at
Madison Square Garden. Ordinary
li^—ig, supplemented by special spot
ligTftS to follow the players, will be
used. Wrestling, boxing and soccer
are now regular weekly features and
hockey may be added for Sunday
nights.
Personalities in the News

Parley
Wage

Picture

Fails

Question

(Continued from page
sistance and use all means at our
command to assist all locals of the
A. F. of L. affiliated with the Conference of A. F. of L. Studio Unions
in their negotiations. You have full
support and confidence of our Internationalmade
Alliance."an agreement among
Conferees
themselves to release no information
other than the joint statement regarding the parley. However, it was
learned that two additional locals, one
composed of studio culinary workers
and commissary employes and the
other of studio first-aid workers,
joined the Conference today and negotiators were to ask recognition for
them as well as for automobile mechanics, now members of Cinema
Lodge No. 1185 of the Machinists
International.
Involved in current discussions, in
addition to I.A.T.S.E. crafts, are
plasterers, utility workers, machinists,
plumbers, molders, metal polishers,
blacksmiths, sheet metal workers, sign
and picture painters, and building
service employes.

Jimmy Fidler starts a personal appearance tour of Eastern theatres on
Feb. 23. . . . Roy A. Powell, formerly
executive secretary to Gov. Johnston
of South Carolina, has been appointed
general manager of WCOS, Columbia,
to succeed Hugh A. Deadwyler who
has joined a Charlotte advertising
agency. . . . Benny Friedman, WMCA
sportscaster, moves to a new time on
Sunday. He will be heard at 7 P.M.
instead of 10 A.M. . . . Henry L.
Mencken, editor and author, will be
guest of John T. Frederick's "Of Men
and Books" program over CBS Tues- Wireless Operators
day. . . . Louis Sobol, Broadway colTo Fete CBS Chief
umnist, starts a weekly series over
Mutual beginning Wednesday at
William S. Paley, CBS president,
9 :1S P.M.
and the chief engineers of the major
networks will be honored by the Veteran Wireless Operators Association
Wins General Electric Plaque
at their 15th annual dinner in the
WMAL, Washington, has been
awarded the General Electric Hotel Astor Wednesday evening. The
Marconi Memorial Service Award
Plaque, which is given annually to
the station which loses the least will go to the entire American broadcasting industry for world leadership
amount of time on the air through
in
broadcasting.
technical difficulties or personnel
Paley will be elected to honorary
errors. WMAL also won last year.
membership for his contribution to
radio. The engineers — E. K. Cohan,
Program News
CBS ; O. B. Hanson, NBC, and J. R.
Mutual, will receive the Mar"Song Pluggers," a new CBS pro- Poppele,
coni Gold Medal of Achievement. The
gram to describe the work of the
men who popularize the musical hits, award to the industry, a bronze
starts Friday, Feb. 23 at 3:15 P.M. plaque, will be accepted by an official
Ed Cashman who conceived the pro- of the National Association of Broadgram will act as emcee, with Jack casters.
Leonard singing and Ray Bloch leading his band. The history of a song
Are Planned
will be described on each show. . . . Awards
Paramount has purchased daily 50word announcements on "Breakfast in
Bedlam" over WJZ for "Sidewalks of
London." . . . Campbell Soup has renewed two five-minute news periods
over WEAF for an additional 20
weeks.
is heard "Campbell
at 9 A.M. Condensed
and 12:45News"
P.M.
Mondays

through Saturdays.

Civic Concert 10 Years Old
Celebrating 10 years of affiliation
with NBC, the Civic Concert Association, founder of the organized concert audience plan, will salute its member organizations in a special one-hour
concert over NBC-Blue on Sunday,
Feb. 25, at 3 P.M. George Engels\
vice-president in charge of the NBC
artists bureau and president of Civic
Concert, and Lenox R. Lohr, NBC
president and chairman of the board
of Civic Concert, will be heard on the
program.

For Montague
Drive
Plan for a series of awards for
Columbia sales personnel during the
Montague 15th anniversary sales and
billings drive has been completed by
Rube Jackter, assistant sales manager
and chairman of the drive.
National awards based on billings
will be made to managers, salesmen,
office managers and bookers of the
first 12 branches to show the greatest
improvement in billings at the end of
the 12-week period from Feb. 17 to
May 10. Apart from the national
awards, special territorial awards will
be made to managers of the leading
branch in each division and to bookers of the six leading branches which
show the greatest billings records on
short subjects and serials.
Disney

Art

Display

For 100 Galleries
About 100 art galleries throughout
MCA Brochure Out
the country will exhibit the original
Music Corp. of America has sent a
drawings from Walt Disney's "Pinocbrochure to the trade listing its con- chio," which are currently on display
tributions to radio. Theme of the in the lounge of the Center Theatre.
brochure is that MCA programs re- Simultaneous showings in New York
sult in higher Crossley ratings with will be held at the Julien Levy, the
Harlow and the Kennedy Galleries.
lowered costs "per Crossley point."

Daily

7

Fox Signs Up 11,000
Feature Contracts
A total of 11,000 feature
contracts for 1939-'40 has been
sold by 20th Century-Fox,
according to the distribution
department.
This is 260 more than last
year's total in the same period
and is said to be an all-time
record for the company in the
period. The distribution department expects more than
12,000 feature contracts by the
end of the selling season.

Asks
Under

Station

License

Havana

Pact

Washington, Feb. 15. — First application for a new broadcasting station
in which advantage is taken of the
North American Regional broadcast
agreement which will require a reallocation of some 700 United States
stations next Summer, has been filed
with the Federal Communications
Commission.
The application was filed by General Broadcasting, Inc., Miami, and
asked a construction permit for a 1,330
or 1,360 kilocycle station when the
Havana treaty goes into effect, to
have
watts 500
day. watts power night, 1,000

Banks, Duce's
To Produce

Son
Films

(.Continued from page 1)
pictures at Cinecitta in English and
French for the international market,
with an Italian dubbed version.
The company, he disclosed, also
plans to build a 4,000-seat theatre in
Rome and houses in other key cities.
Banks said A. C. I. is capitalized at
$3,000,000, all of which is private capital, with no Government subsidy.
Mussolini, said Banks, is president.
Others in the company are Silvano
Balboni as technical director, and Dr.
Franco Riganti as producer and managing director. Banks will be a producer and in charge of deals with foreign countries, which will include the
import of talent for the films, he said.
Two pictures planned by A. C. I.
are "The Life of Liszt" and "Lord Byron." Banks said he is seeking
Leslie Howard to play the Liszt role.
Banks added that the Rome studios
are among the most active in Europe,
with nine companies shooting at present. Among the films in work, he
said, are one in Spanish for South
America, one in French, one German and two English versions.
Television
Favored

Revival
in Britain

London, Feb. 15. — British GovernForm Metro Club
ment Television Advisory Committee
Albany, Feb. 15. — Local employes will meet Monday for the first time
of the Metro-Loew exchange here since the war. The possibility of rehave formed a "pep club" and elected
newing BBC television service, probSidney Stockton, office manager, as ablv with the land line system, will
their first president. Ralph Pielow, be studied.
branch manager, is honorary president.
Manufacturers, who are urging reOther officers are Jane Breen, treasursumption, will be satisfied with even
er and Josephine Lasky, secretary.
a skeleton schedule, it is understood.
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Questions

Answers Bare Earnings;
Some Kept Secret
With the filing of answers to the
Government's interrogatories in the
New York anti-trust suit by four
majors Friday and Saturday, it remained for only four other defendants
to submit their replies, which they intend to do today.
Paramount, Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer,
Twentieth Century-Fox and Universal
are scheduled to file their answers today. RKO filed on Saturday while
United Artists, Warner Brothers and
Columbia presented their answers on
Friday.
Seven RKO companies, including the
parent organization, Radio-Keith-Orpheum Corp., filed answers to the first
24 Government queries. None of these
replies were confidential in nature.
The companies covered included, besides the parent corporation, RKO
Radio Pictures, Inc., Pathe News, Inc.,
Van Beuren Corp., RKO Proctor,
RKO Midwest and Keith-Albee-Orpheum.
Amongr the revelations in the RKO
answers were the gross and net profit
figures for Radio-Keith-Orpheum for
the following years.
1935— Gross, $1,212,389; net profit,
$3,154.
1936— Gross, $2,234,423; net profit,
$1,161,168.
1937— Gross, $1,679,437; net profit,
$771,878.
1938— Gross, $1,402,602; net profit,
$273,497.
United Artists Corp., Warner Bros
Pictures, Inc., Columbia Pictures Co.
Inc., and their subsidiary companies
filed answers ■ to the Government in
terrogatories on Friday. U. A. an
swered all questions except one which
referred to net income of the company
for four years.
Warner Bros, and
Columbia's(Continued
answers oncovered
page 3) the first

J. J. Nolan was appointed vicepresident of RKO in charge of the
studio by George J. Schaefer, presiprior toover
the the
latter's
departure for
New dent,
York
weekend.
Nolan's duties will be executive and
administrative, apart from those of
Harry Edington, in charge of high
budget productions, and Lee Marcus,
in charge of medium budget pictures.
The RKO studio setup thus becomes
similar to that at Paramount, where
Y. Frank Freeman heads the studio
and William LeBaron is in charge of
production.
Nolan started with the old Robertson-Cole Co., RKO predecessor, 20
years ago. He served in the publicity
and accounting departments and was
assistant secretary of the company at
the home office. He was transferred
to Hollywood in 1934 as assistant secretary and was made assistant to
Schaefer last year.
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California

TEN

19, 1940

Orders

Wage

Bioff's Extradition
Hollywood, Feb. 18.— It was
announced in Sacramento today that Gov. Olson, prior to
his departure for Oregon, had
signed extradition papers returning William Bioff, I. A. T.
S. E. leader, to Chicago to
complete his reported unfinished jail sentence on a charge
dating back to 1922.

Chicago

Parley

Set

By National Allied
Chicago, Feb. 18. — Jack Kirsch,
president of Allied of Illinois, has accepted the invitations of Allied States
to hold the annual national convention in Chicago early next Summer.
The national board of directors recently voted to hold the convention in
Detroit, but Michigan Allied subsequently decided to relinquish it to a
city where a greater attendance would
be assured.

CENTS

Parley

Fails;

Unions

Won't

More Meetings
Extra Data

Budge

Expected;
Needed

Hollywood, Feb. 18. — With both
sides clinging steadfastly to their individual positions, the 10 per cent wage
increase controversy between the producers and I.A.T.S.E. studio unions
remained in a bog over the week-end.
Negotiators met for three hours
Thursday and continued their discussions Friday, but neither meeting
yielded any evidence of an agreement
over ingtheendedwage
Friday's
meet-a
withdispute.
the press
receiving
statement signed by the producers'
committee, headed by Y. Frank Freeman. It read :
ing.
"Meeting adjourned until such time
as both groups have prepared more
detailed data for the next meeting."
Neither side provided any indications as to the date of the next meet-

Producer Schulberg
Goldwyn
Seeking
William Bioff, I.A.T.S.E. leader and
Korda Examination
Returns to Columbia chairman of the Conference of American Federation of Labor Studio Unions,
Motion for a pre-trial examination
B. P. Schulberg will return to Colof Alexander Korda on Feb. 23 in
umbia as a producer under a contract said that the unions are determined not
(Continued on page 2)
connection with Samuel Goldwyn's ac- signed over the weekend.
tion to have his United Artists releasSchulberg was in charge of Paraing contract terminated was filed in
mount production at one time, going
U. S. District court here Friday. with Columbia as a producer in 1935 IA's Membership
Schwartz & Frohlich, United Artists
and subsequently
to Paramount for several returning
years.
counsel, will oppose the motion.
to 40,000
Raised

Membership of the I. A. T. S. E.
has
increased to 40,000 in 840 locals
U. S. Films
Suffering
New
in the United States and Canada, it
was reported at the annual executive
board meeting in Miami last week.
Markets
in Foreign
Jolts
The biennial convention was set for
the week beginning June 2 in MinneForeign market complexities, em- American distributors. The situation
apolis. About 900 delegates and officials will attend. The executive
bracing both the total loss of foreign was made doubly serious by the apoutlets for American films and the
parent breakdown of negotiations be- board will meet during the preceding
tween that country and the United week to arrange the convention proimposition of new restrictions reducing the revenue to be derived from States on a reciprocal trade treaty.
Brazil and Peru followed the lead
Louis Krause, general secretarymarkets which are still open, continue to increase rather than dim- of Argentina with recent proposals for treasurer, will leave for Minneapolis
increased taxation of American films, gram.
inish in number.
this week to arrange for convention
and
Chile enacted new restrictive headquarters.
At least eight leading foreign marGeorge E. Browne, president, and
kets either have adopted or have pro- legislation last Fall.
"Pinocchio" Enjoys
The impounding by Great Britain other officials are remaining in Miami
posed
serious
restrictions
on
AmeriCapacity Business
can film trade. These are in addi- of 50 per cent of American film rev- for a few days. Among those who
tion to the almost total loss of all of
Grossing approximately $30,000 for
enues is the most serious current re- attended the executive board meeting
striction inEurope. New decree leg- were seven vice-presidents, including
central Europe and Italy as markets
four days ending Sunday, "Pinocchio's" for
American films.
islation proposed by France would John P. Nick, St. Louis; William P.
second week at the Center theatre appears certain to better its opening
The situation is becoming increas- subject film revenue to new taxes, Covert, Toronto ; Harland Holmden,
ingly serious in South America, which one of which would be applied to the Cleveland ; Richard F. Walsh, Brookweek's mark. It garnered about $45,000
for the initial week, after being hit by some industry executives had looked production of propaganda films.
lyn, N. Y. ; Floyd M. Billingsley,
The industry has protested the pro- San Francisco ; James J. Brennan,
last Wednesday's snowstorm, as were to for increased business to offset
all Broadway attractions. Business on European losses.
posed legislation and observers here New York City, and Roger M. KenFrance may not risk the posnedy, Detroit. Joseph D. Basson,
Friday and over the week-end was at
Argentina has proposed several se- feel that
sible loss of American good offices at president of New York Local 306, and
rious tax measures which have been
Icapacity at the Center with extra
(Continued on pane 2)
shows having to be added.
other local heads also attended.
protested
as
"discriminatory" by
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Catholic

Purely

Personal

Chiefs

►

GEORGE J. SCHAEFER, RKO
from the
returned
president,
Coast over the weekend.
•
Bernard G. Kranze, RKO branch
manager in Albany, has returned to
his post after a visit here during which
he conferred with Si Fabian and
Walter Reade,
•
John Fry, treasurer of the RKO
Palace, Columbus, O., is the father
of a son, born last week to Mrs. Fry
at the Mercy Hospital, Columbus.
•
William A. Scully, Universal
vice-president and distribution head,
left for a three weeks' vacation in
Florida over the weekend.
•
Kenny Washington, Negro AilAmerican halfback at UCLA, has
signed a contract to play in films designed for Negro audiences.
•
Monty Banks, 20th Century-Fox
director, and Gracie Fields, who arrived from Europe last week, arrive
on the Coast today.
•
Austin C. Keough, Sam Dembow,
Jr., and M. F. Gowthorpe of Paramount are expected back from Florida
tomorrow.
•
Fred W. Lange, general foreign
representative for Paramount, will arrive from Europe on the Clipper Wednesday.
•
Margaret Lindsay, with her mother, Mrs. John Kies, is visiting friends
and relatives in Dubuque, la.
•
Alan F. Cummings, manager of
M-G-M branch operations, is in
Florida for a month.
•
Charles Kessnich, M-G-M district manager at Atlanta, observes a
birthday today.
•
Jack Davis, English exhibitor visiting here, left over the weekend on a
Havana cruise.
•
Irving Dollinger, Linden, N. J.,
exhibitor, is in Miami en route to Havana.
•
Cliff Work, Universal studio head,
will arrive from the Coast today.
•
Lou Brandt left for Florida over
the weekend with his mother.
•
Lee Newbury, New Jersey exhibitor, is on a Southern cruise.
Will H. Hays returned from the
Coast over the weekend.
Bob Mintz has left on a fishing trip
to Pirate's Cove, Fla.
Samuel Rinzler of Randforce circuit is in Miami.
WANTED
SCRATCHED
FILMS
You can get extra revenue out of your prints by
having us restore your scratched film to practically new condition. Telephone CO 5-6767
for our low prices.
AMERICAN RECONO. INC.
245 WEST 55th ST., NEW YORK, N. Y.
Negative-Positive-Teehnicolor Film Rejuvenated

Picture

Give

Drive

Aid

To the Rescue

Albany, Feb. 18. — John
Additional names of those who have
Cooney's Union Square, Pittsfield, Mass., serviced mostly
accepted invitations to serve on the
by Boston exchanges, was
Motion Picture and Amusement Insaved from a dark theatre
dustries Committee to aid the 1940
here Thursday as a sidelight
drive for Catholic charities in the
to the storm that swept the
New York archdiocese were anEastern seaboard.
nounced over the week-end by ChairBoston exchanges could not
man J. J. O'Connor as follows :
get
prints through by truck
Harry Brandt, Brandt Theatres ;
or even through the usually
Jack Alicoate, Film Daily; Max
reliable trains, so Stanley
Cohen, Cinema Circuit ; Maurice
Goldberg, Columbia booker
Kann, Boxoffice; John Kane, Colhere, drove over Thursday
umbia Pictures ; John Murphy, Loew
afternoon through the heavy
Theatres ; Jack O'Connell, Republic
drifts, with the needed film.
Pictures; Phil Reisman, RKO Pictures ; Herman Robbins, National
Screen Service ; W. F. Rodgers, MG-M; George J. Schaefer, RKO March 16 Premiere
Corp. ; George Skouras, Skouras Theatres, and W. G. Van Schmus, Radio
For 'Virginia City*
City Music Hall.
"Virginia City," new Warner Bros,
color film, which co-stars Errol Flynn
and Miriam Hopkins, will have its
Zukor, Hicks Feted
world premiere simultaneously in two
By South Americans
Adolph Zukor, Paramount board
chairman, and John W. Hicks, vicepresident and foreign department head,
currently on a combined business and
good will tour of South America, will
leave Buenos Aires for Sao Paulo,
Brazil, this week, according to word
received at the home office.
A number of trade and official receptions, including a meeting with
the President of the Argentine Republic, were given in their honor
during their stay in Buenos Aires.
They also met with the company's
salesmen, bookers and other representatives inthat city.
Their present itinerary will bring
them to Rio de Janeiro on Feb. 27,
from where they will sail for New
York on the Uruguay, March 6, arriving here March 18.
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Nevada towns, Reno and Virginia
City, on March 16.
A special 16-car Southern Pacific
train will carry 250 Hollywood stars,
newspaper correspondents and executives from Los Angeles to Reno where
they will be tendered a reception by
Governor Carville.
A Western parade will follow with
the guests proceeding next to Virginia
City, 22 miles away, to be present at
the initial performance of "Virginia
City" in the town's single theatre.
The premiere will conclude with the
"Virginia City Comstock Ball" to be
held
in the State House Auditorium
in Reno.

U. S. Films
Alien

Suffering

Market

Jolts

(Continued from page 1)
this time by enactment of a drastic
trade decree over official protests.
Japan's restrictions, increasingly
severe during the past year, are expected to become more serious before
they are moderated. The recent ending of the United States-Japanese
trade treaty is viewed by some inforeign authorities
as inc^
ing the dustry
possibility
of a total
los^'ofjthat market.
Serious fiscal situations within foreign nations account for the bulk of
the restrictive measures hitting films.
This is especially true of Central Europe, Italy, Spain, Japan and, to a
lesser degree, Britain and France. Nations without foreign exchange, or
those with it but under the necessity
of making war-time purchases, can not
or will not permit currency withdrawals for films.
Wage

Parley

Fails;

(Continued
from pageBudge
1)
Unions
Won't
to
yield to the
the 10producers'
to
relinquish
per cent demands
wage boost
which was granted last November.
Bioff explained :
"We are listening to the producers'
side of the story and will hear them
out. The union stand remains the
same, and any sacrifices to be made
must come from persons getting $500
weekly and upward. The little fellow

is Producers
going to keep
his reported
10 per centtoraise."
were
have
spent Thursday and Friday sessions
presenting audits showing a decrease
Monogram
Advance
in their foreign and domestic grosses.
At the time the 10 per cent increase
Playdates at Record
Advance playdates for Monogram was granted to the unions, who threatened a nation-wide strike, both sides
product for the next eight weeks,
which include five weeks of the agreed to submit the wage issue to
Industrial Films
"March for Monogram" drive, sur- arbitration if they themselves were
unable to reach an amicable settlement.
Not for Theatres
pass the company's all-time figures
Industrial films which Paramount for a like period, according to W.
is preparing to produce will not be Ray Johnston, president. The figure Vocafilm Anti-Trust
exhibited in theatres, Lou Diamond, exceedslishedby
$1,200 the record establast May.
Action Is Dismissed
head of the company's short subjects
On the Coast, Monogram has acdepartment, which will have charge
The anti-trust suit of Vocafilm Corp.
quired additional
in theMalvern
Talis- of America against A. T. & T., Westof the new productions, said Saturday.
man studio
to housespace
the Paul
ern Electric and Erpi for $65,000,000
unit.
The films will be designed primarily
damages was dismissed Saturday with
for showing to radio broadcast audiprejudice by Federal Judge Goddard
ences, as is now done several times
on stipulation of the parties. The plainweekly in advance of Lucky Strike Paramount
Board's
tiff had charged the three defendants
Meeting on Feb, 29 with driving it out of the business of
programs, Diamond said.
Subjects of any length from one
Monthly meeting of the Paramount manufacturing and selling motion picture accessories.
minute to one hour's running time board of directors has been schedwill be produced.
uled tentatively for Feb. 29, due to
the fact that the customary meeting
MOTION PICTURE
date falls on Washington's Birthday.
Western Electric
Barney Balaban, Paramount presiDAILY
1
dent, is expected back from a Florida
{Registered U. S. Patent Office)
Issues '39 Report vacation in time for the meeting.
Western Electric's interest in sub- Thereafter, Stanton Griffis, chairman Published daily except Saturday, Sunday and
sidiaries was revalued on Dec. 31, of the executive committee, will leave holidays by Quigley Publishing Company,
Inc., 1270 Sixth Avenue, Rockefeller Center,
1939, to include, among other things,
New York City. Telephone Circle 7-3100.
provisions for a reserve of $1,750,000 for a month's vacation in Florida.
Cable
"Quigpubco, NewandYork."
Marto cover possible losses to Electrical
Review Board Files
tinaddress
Quigley, Editor-in-Chief
Publisher;
Research Products, Inc., which may
Colvin Brown, Vice-President and General
result from the European war.
Albany, Feb. 18. — Membership in- Manager;
Rothacker,
President; Watterson
Sam Shain,R. Editor;
JamesViceA.
corporation papers have been filed by Cron,
The annual report of the company
Advertising
manager;
Chicago
Bureau,
showed total investment at the end the National Board of Review of MoSouth Hollywood
Michigan Avenue,
B. O'Neill,
tion Pictures, Inc., by John R. Davies. 624
manager;
Bureau, C.Postal
Union |i
of 1939 of $15,833,524 in Erpi. WestLife
Building,
Boone
Mancall,
manager,
Wil- I
Three
concerts
licensed
were
:
Ranern Electric report showed net profit
R. Weaver, Editor; London Bureau, 4,
dolph Enterprises, Inc., Buffalo, by liam
at the close of the year of $16,476,000.
Golden Square, London Wl, Hope Williams,
Harry Halslag, Herman H. Hendel, manager, cable address "Quigpubco, London." All contents copyrighted 1940 by Quig- 1
Jr., and James Dufrane ; Youngstown
Party for Hal Wallis
Publishing
Company,Picture
Inc. Herald,
Other Quigley
Theatre Corp., New York, by Ger- ley
publications: Motion
Better '
Warners will give a cocktail party
trude Schorr, Marian Schoen and Theatres, International Motion Picture AJtomorrow evening in the Carpenter Lilyan Manilla, and Kay Theatres manac and Fame. Entered as second class
matter, Sept. 23, 1938, at the post office at !
Suite of the Waldorf-Astoria for Hal
Corp., Manhattan, by Aaron W. Hoe- New York, N. Y., under the act of March \
Wallis, associate production execu- nig, Rebecca Rodoff and Blanche 3, 1879. Subscription rates per year $6 in the
Americas and $12 foreign. Single copies 10c.
Weiss.
tive, and his wife, Louise Fazenda.
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Studios

F. CROUCH

Hollywood, Feb. 18. — 'Sequels caught Hollywood's fancy in producChicago, Feb. 18. — An effort is betion news this week, as RKO announced that David Butler would proing made to get additional first run
duce and direct Kay Kyser and his orchestra in a sequel to "That's
product for the Oriental when "Gone Right, You're Wrong," on which Butler performed similar duties.
With the Wind" completes its run.
Aaron Jones of Jones, Linick &
Other sequels planned are M-G-M's followup on "Boys Town," with
Schaefer is in New York conferring Spencer Tracy and Mickey Rooney,
with major company officials in the for which Father E. J. Flanagan and
famed boys' refuge will get an
Zanuck Will Film
h^e of getting "Grapes of Wrath," his
announced sum of $100,000 ; and the
'■'OJiocchio" an(^ other such product
for showing immediately after the same studio's followup for "Northwest
"I Married a Nazi"
Passage," plans for which are being
Selznick-M-G-M picture completes held
Hollywood
Feb. 18. — Conin abeyance until the first film
the Loop run.
vinced by Broadway box-office
has been released.
Considerable difficulty may be enreaction
"Grapes
of Wrath"
Norman Taurog, who directed
that
the to
public
wants
topical
countered, however, as Balaban &
themes realistically treated,
"Boys Town" will direct Tracy and
Katz have penciled in "Grapes of Rooney again. J. K. McGuinness
Darryl F. Zanuck, 20th CenWrath"
showing
at the
Theatre for
March
1 and
theChicago
RKO will write the story, which John W.
tury-Fox production chief, has
Considine, Jr., will produce.
decided to pull no punches in
Palace is expected to play "Pinocchio"
when the local release date is anmaking
Married
a Nazi"
Columbia will conduct a nationand will "Itreat
it equally
as
nounced.
wide search for a girl to play the title
frankly. The story, by Oscar
Schisgall, New York novelist,
The Telenews is the latest addition role in the "Tilly the Toiler" series,
to the ranks of Allied Theatres of taken from Russ Westover's King
ran serially in Liberty magazine. George Sanders, who
Illinois, according to word from Features comic strip. Robert Sparks
will produce the first, to start in May.
played in "Confessions of a
Jack Kirsch, president of the organ- . . . Fred MacMurray and Madeleine
Nazi Spy" for Warners, will
ization. The Telenews is Chicago's Carroll will be costarred in Parahave the part of the Nazi
only newsreel theatre.
husband.
mount's "There's Always Juliet,"
John
Van
Druten's
play.
They
have
"Abe Lincoln in Illinois" goes into
the RKO Palace here some time in been paired in the previous "Cafe Society" and "Honeymoon in Bali." Vir- Admits Taxes Eat Up
April. The stage play, also starring
ginia Van Upp will adapt "Juliet."
Raymond Massey, is showing curA new co-starring team at Pararently at the Grand Opera House.
High
Film Salaries
mount will be Barbara Stanwyck and
Washington,
Feb. 18. — RepresenBalaban & Katz plan to remodel the Don Ameche in "The Night of Janutative Lyle Boren of Oklahoma, who
ary 16th," which Anthony Veiller
screening room in their offices in the will produce
and Mitchell Leisen will last year criticized salaries paid to
Chicago Theatre Building.
direct.
film company officials as excessive,
John Hubbard, Adolphe Menjou, admitted in the Congressional Record
William Gargan and Mary Astor yesterday that the picture men had
little of the money left after they paid
Majors
Answer
have been set for Hal Roach's "Turn- income taxes.
about," Thorne Smith novel, which
starts shooting next week. Hal
He made his remarks in inserting a
Roach will produce and direct. . . . letter from Manny Strauss, New York,
Interrogatories
Wallace Beery draws the top role in calling attention to the State Supreme
(Continued from page 1)
original story by Law- Court decision that the salaries paid
24 questions interposed by the Gov- "CombatrenceCar,"
Kimble of mechanized cavalry Loew executives were not only fair
ernment.
units of the United States Army. J. Dut profitable to the stockholders.
The group of questions answered by
Ruben will produce for
Warner Bros, and Columbia covered Walter
M-G-M.
•the financial set up of the companies,
The Mills Brothers have been Free Odeon Shows
their interest in other concerns and
signed
by International Roadshows to
the names of stockholders and crediFor Soldiers Fought
star
in
an all-Negro film to be protors. Several questions which reduced
by
Goldberg
and
Port.
.
London,
Feb. 18. — Revolt among
ferred to the names of creditors, gross Charlotte Greenwood and Jack Oakie
London exhibitors is brewing over the
and net profits, and a list of stockholders were not filed but will be have been added to the cast of "Young proposal by Oscar Deutsch, head of
Shirley Temple's next ve- the Odeon Circuit, to open the Odeon
given to the Government for its con- People,"
hicle at 20th Century-Fox.
fidential use.
Square on Sunday afterWilliam T. Orr, recently signed by in Leicester
noons with free shows for service men.
U. A. stated that 20,000 shares out
Under the plan the War Office and
of an authorized issuance of 32,000 Warners from the "Meet the People"
shares are held by five companies and revue, has been loaned to M-G-M for camp authorities would issue free
"The Mortal Storm." Robert Stack tickets. Odeon has applied to the
individuals equally. Its gross in- has been borrowed from Universal for
come for the fiscal years of 1935 an important role in the same picture. London County Council for a provisional license but the entertainments
through 1938 was listed as follows :
committee will consult with the trade
1935— $10,554,521 ; 1936— $9,707,990 ;
before a decision.
1937-^,12,909,149 ; 1938— $1 1,746,985. Forming
Canadian
An itemized statement of the 19 films
Club of Pioneers
distributed by U. A. during the 1936UA Gets Denis Film
37 season with the number of exhibiToronto, Feb. 18. — Clair Hague,
United
Artists . has acquired the
tions of each picture and the amount Universal representative at Toronto
world
distribution
right, outside the
grossed also was set forth.
and in the film business since 1901,
United Artists also revealed that it has been made chairman of the or- United States and Canada, to the feature length film which will be prehad no outstanding fixed indebtedness
ganizing committee of the Canadian
pared by Armand Denis and his wife,
nor current loans against it. It fur- Pioneer Film Club, membership in Leila Roosevelt.
The two returned last
ther reported that the only company it which is restricted to those who have
week
from
an
Asiatic photographic
has any ownership interest is in Wal- been in the trade for 25 years or more.
Included on the committee are : expedition.
ter Wanger Productions. U. A. holds
12,500 out of 15,000 shares of pre- Louis Rosenfeld, Columbia ; James P.
ferred stock and 1,200 Class B com- O'Loghlin, 20th Century-Fox; H. M.
RKO Signs Colman
mon shares.
Masters, United Artists ; Leo DeColumbia stated that its fixed in- vaney, RKO of Canada ; Oscar HanHollywood, Feb. 18. — Harry Eddebtedness totalled $1,125,000 while
son, Empire; E. H. Wells, Canadian ington, RKO executive producer, has
Warner Bros, treated the question Film Board of Trade ; and the follow- signed Ronald Colman to co-star with
as confidential. Warner Bros, listed
ing exhibitors : Sam Sternberg, Her- Ginger Rogers in "Good Luck," combert Allen, Jake Smith, Ben Cronk,
38 companies in which it holds a finanedy drama by Sacha Guitry. Production will start in a few weeks, with
cial interest in response to a ques- Charles Stephenson and Frederick
tion to which Columbia and U. A. Pursel, and Sidney B. Taube, with George Haight as producer from a
stated that they had none.
screenplay by Allan Scott.
Ray Lewis, acting secretary.

Of

Bans

Films

Religious
BY JAMES

Theme

LOCKHART

Mexico City, Feb. 18. — Pictures
with religious tbemes will be banned
in Mexico, it was decided by the new
board of censors, which took office
when the partment
Government's
dewas abolished publicity
in January.
With the overruling of the approval
by the old board of the French production, "St. Theresa of the Child
Jesus" has been overruled. The board
held the film is religious propaganda.
A private company to finance producers, the first of its kind in Mexico,
has been organized here by H. F.
Wallenstein. The company has a capital of $65,000 and is to start in March.
Mexico's most expensive picture,
"Tiempos de Don Porfirio" ( "Don
Porfirio's Days") which cost $40,000,
has been finished here and is to be
released in March.
The National Cinematographic
Workers Union announces a membership of 2,000 who enjoy a minimum
daily wage of $1.35, twice that of
most workers in Mexico.
China, eager for Mexico as an outlet for her pictures, has exhibited here
the first film spoken in Chinese and
made in China. The picture is built
around the life and exploits of Generalissimo Chiang Kai Shek.
Frisco

Houses

Sign

New
Union Contract
San Francisco, Feb. 18. — New
two-year contract covering 130 I. A.
T. S. E. ushers, doormen and cashiers,
with pay increases in some classifications, has been signed with seven
downtown first run theatres by Theatrical Employes'
Cashiers
and doormen
areLocal
raisedB-18.
five cents
an
hour to 57J-4 and 55 cents respectively.
Other gains involve provision for
overtime to begin after 42 hours instead of 48 hours, and agreement that
employes will work in shifts of no
less than three hours. Previously
three-hour minimum day was in effect,
with theatres permitted to break down
shift into three one-hour periods.
T alley Visits Pope
Rome, Feb. 18.— Truman H. Talley,
general manager of Movietone News,
was received by the Pope at the Vatican in private audience last Thursday.
Talley has been in Europe two months
on a survey of newsreel coverage and
plans
week. to sail for New York early this
Ross

Names

Ellsworth

Thomas B. Ellsworth has been appointed advertising and publicity director of Ross Federal Research Corp.
He formerly was assistant advertising
director and editor of the Ross Federal house organ.

'Wings'and
C. Books
W.Schlaifer,
F.
L. J.
vice-president
western general sales manager of
United Artists, has closed a deal with
Spyros Skouras for the showing of
Alexander Korda's "The Lion Has
Wings" over the entire Fox West
Coast circuit.
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'Wind'

Holds

Denver
With

Picture

Feature

Reviews

Pace

$20,000

Brevities
Free, Blonde and 21
(20th Century-Fox)
Hollywood, Feb. 18. — Second in the "Hotel for Women" series, this
film provides highly melodramatic material patterned against the lives

ONE
of theunions
principal
of
television
will problems
be securing
adequate payment for rehearsal time,
Denver, Feb. 18— "Gone With the
according to Ruth Richmond, execu$20,of
a
group
inhabiting
a
girls'
hostelry.
The
girls
themselves
are
apdrew
week,
third
its
in
Wind,"
tive secretary of Chorus Equity.
000 at the Orpheum.
pealingly pretty, the story less so.
"From
10 days to two weeks reEstimated takings for the week endAs "Nellie," the maid, Joan Davis provides the comedy and a great
hearsal is usually allowed for 1 5
ing Feb. 14:
deal of the film's pace. Sol Wurtzel, as executive producer, has given
"The Fighting 69th" (W. B.) 7 days, 2nd the picture production value in the form of settings designed to indicate or 30 minute telecast, so we ha1-, , a
(2Sc-40c)
(1,400)
—
ALADDIN
rehearsal time and reluxury of sorts. The story involves a selfish young woman, portrayed field in which
week. Gross: $4,000. (Average, $3,500)
hearsal conditions are of immtnse
"Of Mice and Men" (U. A.)
by Mary Beth Hughes, another girl more amenable to the social niceties,
importance." Miss Richmond also
BROADWAY— (1,040) (35c-40c-50c-68c) 7
points out that costumes are injured
days, roadshow. Gross: $4,500. (Average, Lynn Bari, romance and murder.
$2,500)
Henry Wilcoxon is cast as the doctor in love with Miss Bari, Robert by heat from the powerful lights and
"The Light That Failed" (Para.)c) 7 days, Lowery as his assistant, infatuated with Miss Hughes, and therefore in suggests that some allowance should
DEN HAM— (1,750) (25c-35c-40
2nd week. Gross: $6,500. (Average, $6,500) trouble from the time she simulates suicide to gain publicity and shame be made for them.
Publication of the official text of
"Little OEd New York" (Z&th-Fox)
DENVER— (2,525) (25c-35c-40c) 7 days. a married man of her acquaintance. Also seen are Alan Baxter, as a inter-union agreement providing for a
Gross: $11,000. (Average, $9,000)
murderer, Katherine Aldridge, Helen Ericson, and Chick Chandler.
(M-G-M)
"Gone With the Wind" (75c-$1.12
The original screenplay was the work of Frances Hyland, with six-month truce in the jurisdictional
7
-$1.50)
(2,600)
—
ORPHEUM
fight reveals that A.F.R.A., as well as
days, 3rd week. Gross: $20,000. (Average, Ricardo Cortez directing.
Equity, has reserved its right for
....
$9,000)
Running time, 75 minutes. "A."*
Walter Selden future claims to jurisdiction. All
"The Invisible Man Returns' (Univ.)
"Music in My Heart" (Col.)
agreements with television stations
PARAMOUNT — (2,200) (25c-40c) 7 days.
must provide for a closed shop, the
Gross: $4,500. (Average. $3,500)
text also discloses.
Outside of the 3-Mile Limit"
"His Girl Friday" (Col.)
(
Columbia-Durmour)
"Fugitive at Large" (Col.)
7 days. 'His
Films in Classrooms
RIALTO— (878) (25c-40c)
Hollywood, Feb. 18. — Larry Darmour's "Outside of the Three-Mile
3rd week. Gross: $2,500.
Girl Friday,"
Methods
of classroom teaching
(Average,
$1,750)
Limit" is a rapidly moving action melodrama based on the Secret Servby
motion
pictures
will be described
ice's attempts to find the trail of counterfeit money being released
through a gambling barge off Southern California.
by Prof. Lena Beyer, of the New
One of the series of Jack Holt vehicles for Columbia release, the Jersey State Teachers College on
Bill Attacks FCC's
Wednesday at 3:30 P. M. over
Rule on Programs film presents the veteran film star in a well-rounded role, calling for WHOM.
action as well as acting, as a Government man who works his way into
Washington, Feb. 18.— Legislathe confidence of the gambling boat operator and manages to live
Personalities in the News
Communi
Federal
the
tion depriving
cations Commission of all authority through a mutiny and other adventures.
Herbert B. Swope, CBS trade news
Supporting Holt are Harry Carey, Sig Rumann, Eduardo Ciannelli, editor, is in Palm Beach for a two
over broadcasting programs was introduced inthe House Friday by Con- Donald Briggs, Irne Ware, Dick Purcell, Ben Weldon, Paul Fix and week vacation. . . . Maurice Hart,
gressman J. William Ditter (Rep., George Lewis.
emcee on WMCA's "World's Fairest
Pa.).
The motion picture was directed by Lewis D. Collins, who stressed Music" show, is doing the continuity
The bill would amend the communi
cations act in a number of respects. a swift pace in the screen play of Albert DeMond. It is from a story and commentary on "Finland Speaks,"
a film being produced here by Hoffalso would limit the by Eric Taylor and DeMond.
measure
The
berg. Vincent Hart, chairman of the
Running time, 64 minutes.
"G."*
Vance King M.P. Division of the Finnish Relief
President's authority to take over stations in times of emergency to cases of
Fund, was heard on the program Satimperative military need.
urday. . . .
The minimum license period for "Seventeen"
(Paramount)
B.
S.
Bercovici, WINS commentabroadcasting stations would be fixed
tor left over the weekend for a oneHollywood,
Feb.
18.
—
-The
fine,
fresh
tone
and
spirit
of
Booth
Tarkmaxiweek vacation. ... A. A. Schecter,
at three years, and a five-year
mum adopted, and revocation of li- ington's perpetually popular story about a small town American boy NBC news and special events director,
cense would be permitted only after aged 17 is pleasantly preserved in this up-to-date but unspoiled version. speaks before a joint meeting of the
hearing, reversing the present pro- It offers persuasive Jackie Cooper in the leading role supported in ex- Poor Richard Club and the Philadelacedure.
cellent fashion by Betty Field, as the girl from the city; Otto Kruger,
phia Club
Advertising. . Women
tomorrow inof
Philadelphia.
.
as the boy's father ; Ann Shoemaker, impressively effective as the mother,
and Norma Nelson, as the little sister who frequently steals the picture
George Heller, executive secretary
220 Pre-Releases
from all hands. The film is a commanding contribution to the never of the N. Y. local of A.F.R.A., returned from San Francisco over the
too plentiful and constantly profitable supply of wholesome family ened for 'Wrath' tertainment.
Fix
weekend.
. . . Louis Hall, of the
Total of 220 pre-release dates have
"Orphans
of
Divorce" cast, was marThe story passed through many hands on its way to the screen but
been set for "Grapes of Wrath," 20th
ried Friday to Miss Kay Collins.
Century-Fox film. About 100 book- lost none of its charm. The screenplay is by Agnes Christine Johnson
ings were set in the last three days and Stuart Palmer from a play based on the Tarkington story by Stuart
of last week. The picture will have
Film Splits Noted Radio Team
two-theatre runs in four cities, in Walker, Hugh Stanislaw Strange and Stanford Mears. Walker also
of radio's oldest names, Jones
addition to the three-theatre engage- produced the picture, with Louis King directing his well balanced cast in & One
Hare, will disappear next month
ment in Los Angeles. It will be the expert and understanding manner. It's a nice job all around.
when Marylin Hare goes to the Coast
most widely advertised production
Running time, 78 minutes. "G."*
Roscoe Williams to make a film for Republic. Billie
ever released by the company, accordJones and Ernie Hare have been
ing to Charles E. McCarthy, adverknown to vaudeville for about 25
tising and publicity chief.
"The Baker's Wife"
years and to radio since its earliest
(The Baker's Wife, Inc.)
This French importation elaborates humorously on an adulterous in- days. Miss Hare last year stepped into the spot left vacant by the death
End Plagiarism Suit
cident. It might be considered objectionable by those who take moral of her
father. Auditions will be held
Trial of a $100,000 plagiarism suit offense to situations such as are included in the film.
for
three
weeks at WMCA to proof Edward A. Lynch against WarSaucy and gay in a French way, the film will be accepted by many
vide a new partner for Jones. Appliner Bros., First National Pictures
cants must be under 25 years with
and Joe E. Brown ended Friday in the Rabelaisian spirit in which it was meant by Marcel Pagnol, director, who adapted the story and also wrote the dialogue. English titles ability to sing both ballads and swing.
when Federal Judge Galston reserved
decision. Suit claims infringement of by John Erskine are witty and plentiful, and rather more discreet than
NBC Affiliates at New High
plaintiff's book, "When Homer Comes the dialogue itself.
WSAV,
Savannah, has joined the
There is splendid acting by Raimu, a Chaplin-like exponent of genial
Marching Home," in the film, "The
NBC
web
as
a supplementary station
Sailor."
a
of
Son
serio-comedy. Ginette Leclerc is the wife, and she has French "oomph." in the southeastern group to become
Capable characterizations are provided by others.
the 184th affiliate, the largest total in
Alfred Finestone NBC history. WSAV operates on
"A."*
minutes.
138
time,
Running
rie'
'Car
Film
to
RKO has
RKO
purchased the screen
100 watts, full time, on 1,310 k.c.
*"G" denotes general classification.
Arthur Lucas is president and Harben
rights to Theodore Dreiser's best
*"A" denotes adult classification.
Daniel, general manager.
selling novel, "Sister Carrie."
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Unions

To aid the American Guild of
Variety Artists to unionize performers
in motion picture stage presentation
houses, the Associated Actors and Artistes of America, parent body of all
actor unions, has passed a resolution
requesting all branches to instruct
their respective memberships not to
work in the vaudeville jurisdiction except with paid-up A.G.V.A. members.
The move will affect all fields but
will be particularly applicable to personal appearance tours by screen stars.
If the Screen Actors Guild approves the
resolution, every theatre with a stage
show policy would be affected.
A.G.V.A. is now seeking working
agreements with the American Federation of Musicians and the Hotel
and Restaurant Workers International
Alliance for aid in organizing the
night club and hotel fields.
A.G.V.A. made a tentative approach
to theatre circuits several months ago
in an attempt to obtain adoption of a
code of fair practices. At that time,
circuit executives took the stand that
(Continued on page 2)
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Cliff Work

Faces

Trust Quiz Today
Cliff Work, Universal studio
head, will be queried today by
Federal attorneys in their
series of current examinations of defendant executives
before trial of the New York
anti-trust suit.
Work arrived from the
Coast yesterday and plans to
leave New York at the end of
t he week
Ned E. Depinet of RKO is
scheduled to be examined tomorrow by the Government
attorneys.

The second storm in seven days
jarred the Broadway boxoffices
yesterday but did not create the same
damaging effect caused by the blizzard. Business along Times Square
was moderately good during the day
as many sought shelter from the torrent but evening grosses slumped. The
weekend gross, aided by good weather, was excellent.
"Of Mice and Men," with a stage
show, opened strong at the Roxy with
56,812 paid admissions for the first
three days and the film is set for at Barrett Services
least three weeks. It grossed an estimated $33,000 for the three days.
Set for Tomorrow
At the Music Hall, "I Take This
Woman," plus a stage show, garnered
Funeral services for Wilton Agnew
an estimated $50,000 in the first four
Barrett, 54, executive secretary of the
days. "Abe Lincoln in Illinois" opens National Board of Review of Motion
Thursday. At the Paramount, "Side- Pictures, will be held tomorrow at
walks of London," with a stage show
headed by Dorothy Lamour and Barry the Riverside Memorial Chapel. He
Wood took an estimated $17,000 over died Sunday of a heart attack.
(Continued on page 2)
Barrett joined the staff of the Board
shortly after its organization by the
Bioff to Surrender;
Peoples Institute in 1909. He graduated from the University of PennsylBuzzell Arrested
vania in the same year. He was appointed executive secretary in 1923.
Los Angeles, Feb. 19. — Apparently
An opponent of film censorship,
shifting tactics, William Bioff, I.A.T.
S.E. leader facing extradition to Chi- Barrett organized the review committee work of the Board. He also
cago on a 1922 conviction, late tonight
applied for and received permission organized and directed the Committee
from Federal court here to leave its on Exceptional Photoplays of the National Board.
jurisdiction.
This move, it was said, may be a
Surviving are his widow, Mrs.
Frances W. Cahoone Barrett, and a
prelude to
Bioff's onreturn
(Continued
page 3)to Illinois daughter, Mrs. Rivard Smith.

Loan

RCA, Westinghouse Electric and
Manufacturing Co., General Electric Studios
in Spirited
Bidding
| Co. and 24 officers of these companies
were named defendants yesterday in a
stockholder's suit filed in the U. S.
Wallis
Reports
Stories,
For
District Court by J. Webster Manning, holder of 1,000 shares of RCA
common stock.
There is spirited bidding among the
mal" besides other plays which are
The complaint, in two causes of ac- film companies for plays, novels and under consideration as possible purtion, claims waste and mismanage- even unpublished stories that might chases.
Warners will make about the same
ment are responsible for losses of ap- make outstanding films, said Hal B.
number
of films next season as is
proximately $270,000,000. RCA offi- Wallis, Warners' associate executive
cers are charged with transferring in
scheduled
for this year, Wallis said.
charge of production, who arrived
6,500,000 shares of RCA common yesterday from the Coast.
This season's program includes 48
stock to General Electric and WestWallis mentioned several recent
pictures.
inghouse in return for the alleged
Product will continue to be diversiWarner acquisitions on which the bidillegal transfer to it of rights to manuding was highly competitive. Among
fied, with action the keynote. Warfacture and sell certain radio appara- them he included "The Male Animal,"
ners have found biographical and realtus.
istic themes successful and will concomedy by James Thurber and Elliott
tinue to make them, said Wallis.
A second charge is made that RCA Nugent, for which more than $100,000
loaned $11,600,000 to RKO in No- reportedly was paid ; "Quietly My Cap- "City for Conquest," forthcoming film
James Cagney and Priscilla
vember, 1931, secured by a 10-year
tain Waits," unpublished novel by Eve- starring
Lane,
will
realism in the plot,
debenture issue at a time when RCA
lyn Eaton, which was bought in galley which showshave
the impact of big city
directors allegedly knew or should
have known that RKO was about to proof form, and "Captain Horatio life on a group of New Yorkers.
Hornblower," novel by C. M. ForWallis plans to remain here 10
file reorganization proceedings. A conrester, English writer, who will prepare the screenplay.
days or two weeks. He is accompasolidated stockholders' suit is now
nied by his wife, Louise Fazenda.
pending in the N. Y. Supreme Court.
Wallis will see "The Male Ani-

TEN

Majors'
Replies

Rush
Trust
To

CENTS

Washington

Experts

to Study

Brought

Papers

by Farnsworth

William P. Farnsworth, head of the
N. Y. Anti-Trust Division, hurried
to Washington yesterday immediately
upon
receipt interrogatories
of the majors' for
replies
to
Government
a conference with officials which is expected
to last one week.
Farnsworth speeded the replies personally toWashington to submit them
to an assembled staff of Government
experts and statisticians for their
study of figures revealed by the answers.
Government attorneys at previous
court hearings showed a strong desire
to compare the majors' figures with
those privately gathered by field men.
Answers were confined to the Government's first 24 interrogatories
which refer, in the main, to the financial structure of the companies.
M-G-M, Paramount and Twentieth
Century-Fox served their answers
yesterday with a request by the first
two companies that the answers be
withheld from the public until March
10. United Artists, Columbia, Warner
Brothers and RKO filed their answers
late last week.
Universal today is expected to complete the list of defendants required
to file with a similar request for temporary
confidential ontreatment.
(Contimied
page 3) Twen-

Republic

Business

25% Up— Grainger
Hollywood, Feb. 19. — James R.
Grainger, Republic president, here for
a regional sales meeting, today said a
system of quarterly sales meetings in
various parts of the country would be
continued because it gave the studio
a better guide for future production
and made for a flexible program.
Grainger, who with Herbert J.
Yates, board chairman, is meeting
with Western division managers, declared Republic business as of Februper time
cent and
over bylasttheyear's
figureary 1 is
at 25that
end
of May 8,500 minimum contracts will
have been signed. The present number of contracts is 7,633, he said.
"Our system of quarterly meetings," he added, "has given us many
advantages in laying plans for subsequent quarter-year periods. Instead
of meeting(Continued
once a year
and3) thrashing
on page
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Personal

KUYKENDALL, president of
the M. P. T. O. A., late last
week became a grandfather when a
boy was born in Columbus, Miss., to
his daughter, Geraldine, wife of Edward Keeton. This is the first
grandchild of Mr. and Mrs. KuykenDALL.
•
Jack Shaindlin has been engaged
by Tom Mead, director of Universal
Newsreel, to compose the score and
direct an orchestra for three "Stranger Than Fiction" and three "Going
Places'' short subjects.
•
Janet Martin, publicity head at the
Walt Disney Studio, and Larry
Lansburgh, assistant director at the
cartoon plant, were married last week
in Yuma, Arizona.
•
Sam Rosenblatt, operator of the
Palace, Schenectady, contracted the
flu while vacationing in Florida and
will remain at the resort another
month.
•
Sam Lefko is due back soon at his
desk at the RKO exchange in Philadelphia after an emergency appendix
operation in Pottsville.
•
ED

James Roosevelt will be in Philadelphia Thursday to address the B'nai
B'rith Women's Council at the Penn
Athletic Club.
•
Lawrence Reid, editor of Motion
Picture Magazine, flies to Hollywood
Thursday for a brief visit at the
studios.
•
F. T. Murray, Universal branch
operations manager, is on a threeweek tour of the company's Western,
Southern and Eastern exchanges.
•
I. J. Schmertz, 20th Century-Fox
manager in Cleveland, has returned
from Florida.
•
William F. Rodgers, M-G-M general sales manager, is due from the
Coast March 5.
•
Sam Nathanson, president of
Coast Pictures, Hoffberg affiliate, is in
town.
•
Ellis Shafron, salesman at MG-M's a St.
Louis branch,
from
California
vacation.has returned
•
June Duprez, London Films star,
leaves for the Coast today.
Harry Goetz, Max Gordon,
Harry Thomas, D wight Wiman,
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Grosses
Weekend

(Continued from page 1)
the weekend and should finish its first
week tonight with an estimated
$43,000. It holds over.
At the Astor, "Gone With the
Wind" continued to play at capacity
during its ninth week for an estimated
take of $22,000 while the Capitol with
the same film on a continuous policy
.grossed an estimated $60,000.
Fourth week of "The Grapes of
Wrath" should bring an estimated
$35,000 at the Rivoli. At the Strand,
"The Fighting 69th" with Paul
Whiteman's band on the stage drew
an estimated $21,000 over the weekend and winds up its fourth week on
Thursday. The film should end its
fourth week with an estimated total
gross in the neighborhood of $175,000.
"The Story of Dr. Ehrlich's Magic
Bullet" goes into the Strand on Friday. At the Globe, "British Intelligence" drew an estimated $5,000 last
week.

Town's Merchants
To Build Theatre
St. Louis Feb. 19.— Merchants of Shelbyville, Mo.,
small village 100 miles northwest of St. Louis, have pooled
resources and have formed
the Shelbyville Theatre Corp.
They will build an $8,000
house. The object is to keep
residents at home instead of
going to a town eight miles
distant for a show. The building will be leased to an exhibitor.

Boise

Today

Sees

'Passage/ Its Stars
Boise, Idaho, Feb. 19. — This city
is prepared for a rousing celebration
tomorrow. It will be climaxed with

the world premiere of M-G-M's
"Northwest Passage" at the Pinney
Theatre.
A crowd of several thousand persons
is expected to turn out for the arrival at 7 :30 A. M. tomorrow of a
special train bringing Ilona Massey,
4- A Aids Vaudeville
Isabel Jewell, Virginia Grey and
Show
Union Drive Alan Curtis, M-G-M players.
Governor Bottolfsen, state officials
(Continued from page 1)
of Idaho cities will rethey book a stage show as a unit from and mayors
ceive the players at the state capitol.
independent contractors and that the
circuit has no control over labor poli- The program includes the Governor's
a parade by high school stucies. However, the resignation of luncheon,
dents reviewed by the Governor, and
Dorothy Bryant as executive secretary then the premiere, which will be
of A.G.V.A. caused the preliminary
broadcast
over KIDO and NBC's
negotiations to be abandoned.
Western network.
Four-A branches also will be requested to instruct their members not
to deal with talent agencies which re- Eleven New
Pictures
fuse to sign an A.G.V.A. licensing
agreement. All agencies which hold Approved
by Legion
licenses from other 4-A branches will
National Legion of Decency apbe required to sign with A.G.V.A.
proved all 11 films reviewed and classified for the current week. Six were
Schlanger to Be Honored found unobjectionable for general patronage and five unobjectionable for
Philadelphia, Feb. 19. — Local Va- adults. New films and their classiriety Club will honor Ted Schlanger,
fication follow :
Warner circuit head here, at a dinner
on Feb. 24. Sam Stiefel is head of
Class A-l, Unobjectionable for Genthe arrangements committee.
eral Patronage: "Calling Philo
Vance," "First Film Concert," :
"Granny, Get Your Gun," "Light of
Shirley Ross, Jack
Goetz. Jack Western Stars," "Pinocchio," "UltiHaley, Joshua Logan, Tom Loach
matum." Class A-2, Unobjectionable
and Ken Dolan lunching at Bob for Adults : "Castle on the Hudson,"
"Double Alibi," "I Take This WoGoldstein's Tavern
• yesterday.
man," "Man From Dakota," "Vigil in
Larry Adler, Dennis King, Louis
Calhern, Lionel Stander, John
Garfield, Harry Carey, Robert the Night."
Louis and Cliff Edwards lunching at Buys Ellery Queen Right
Hollywood, Feb. 19. — Larry DarSardi's yesterday.
*
mour has purchased the film rights to
Russell Holman, Charles Sonin, the published detective novels of Ellery Queen and the CBS transcontiEd Saunders and Max Dreyfus at
nental radio program. He may proNick's Hunting Room in the Astor for
duce two or three features a year for
lunch yesterday.
•
probable Columbia release.
Alexander Korda left New York
over the weekend on a brief business
Ostrer's Wife Dies
trip and will return in a few days beLondon, Feb. 19. — Karen Peterson,
fore leaving for the Coast.
actress and wife of Mark Ostrer,
•
head
of Gaumont-British, died over
W. G. Van Schmus, managing di- the weekend
of gastric influenza. She
rector of the Music Hall, arrived
had been appearing in the road show
from the Coast yesterday.
•
of "The Woman."
S. Charles
Einfeld, and
Warners'
director of advertising
publicity,
plans to return to the studio Friday.
•
Harry Kalmine, Warner circuit
zone manager in Pittsburgh, conferred
at the home office yesterday.
•
Adolph Haas has returned from
Boston.

ATTRACTIVE OFFICES
WITH PROJECTION ROOM AND
FILM
VAULTS
AVAILABLE AT
REASONABLE RENTAL.
723 Seventh Ave.

Inquire Supt.

Irving
As

Unopposed

Head

of AGVA

Nominees for officers and members
of the governing board of the New
York local of the American Guild
of Variety Artists will be unopposed
in the first election which will be
held Sunday afternoon at the Piccameeting.
dilly Hotel. A constitution will a'- be
adopted for the local at Sui re/'s
Phil Irving is a candidate for president ;Dave Fox, first vice-president ;
Peter Wells, second vice-president ;
Hazen
third vice-president;
Michael Scott,
Lewis, fourth
vice-president;
Helen Sanford, fifth vice-president;
Billy Glason, recording secretary ; and
Sam Kramer, treasurer.
Representing the Associated Actors
and Artistes of America, the parent
body, at the meeting will be Lawrence
Tibbett, president of the American
Guild of Musical Artists. John J. Sullivan, secretary of the New York
Hotel Trades Council, and Michael
Garriga, vice-president of the Hotel
and Restaurant Employes International Alliance, will address the meeting on the cooperation their reespective organizations will give to A. G.
V. A. Hoyt S. Haddock, newly elected
executive secretary, also will speak.
Candidates for the governing board
are Charles Arno, Henry Berman,
Charles Honi Coles, Don DeLeo, Joy
Dixo'n, Thelma Flowers, Dave Fox,
Jack Gilford, Billy Glason, Al Hammer, Jack Hilliard, Phil Irving, Sam
Kramer, Michael Lewis, Fred Pisano,
Elton Rich, Ed Rickard, Helen Sanford, Hazel Scott, Al Shayne, Noble
Sissle, Arthur Ward and Peter Wells.
Monogram

Business

Strong Despite War
Monogram's foreign business has
been less affected by the European
war than was anticipated at the outbreak of hostilities, Norton V. Ritchey,
manager ofpartment,
thesaid yesterday.
company's foreign deDespite a lack of shipping and
transportation facilities in France,
sales out of the Paris office are "almost normal," he added.
Bernhard Out of Danger
Joseph Bernhard, general manager
of Warner Bros. Theatres, is definitely out of danger. His recovery from
a gallbladder and appendicitis operation, was complicated with pneumonia.
MOTION

PICTURE
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Fruit Buys Films
Film companies face many
difficulties in their international trade. But the situation in the Khyber Pass
country is unique. E. Hakim,
exhibitor in Kabul, sends the
exchanges in Bombay dried
skins and fruit because Afghanistan has a complete
embargo on gold. He is
always behind in his payments because the fruit
always arrives in deteriorated condition, which makes
it unsaleable. There is a good
market for the skins, however.

Largest sum received by the Finnish
Relief Fund as a result of theatre
collections last Saturday and Sunday
For
Republic
way. $1,350 from the Roxy on Broadwas
(Continued from page 1)
First contribution received by the
ouL-Our problems, we can discuss cer- theatre division was $646.06, representing collections at four Trans-Lux
pvjj sectional difficulties four times
yearly and thus keep a closer contact houses in New York City.
with our exhibitor customers as well
Fund headquarters estimate that beas our men in the field. In other
tween 4,000 and 6,000 theatres sponwords, we can find out our mistakes
sored collections throughout the
four times a year instead of once a country.
California theatres have postponed
year and can be guided accordingly."
This program, he averred, has en- the drive to next Saturday and Sunabled him and his men to place Gene
day. Kentucky and West Virginia
Autry vehicles and other Republic theatres plan to start their drive next U niversal Explains
pictures in Gass A houses which week.
hitherto had been closed to them.
Film Shown
in Italy
"Finland Fights !" short made by
"I predict 'South of the Border,' the Fund, is being shown in theatres
"Three Smart Girls Grow Up,"
Autry's latest, will get playing time in 40 states. More than 400 prints which opened to exceptional business
in 75 per cent of Class A houses in have already been sent out and orders in Rome over the weekend, was not
sold to the Italian film monopoly by
larger cities throughout the country," for the film continue to arrive.
terday.
he said. "The Higgins Family series
Universal,
company officials said yesis going into big houses and so are
Rush
Trust
Replies
Roy Rogers westerns. By starting out
The film was delivered to the comin the East and traveling west through
To Capital for Study
pany's former Italian agent last Sumthe states, I can arrive at the studio
(Continued from page 1)
mer in line with an agreement in setwith many suggestions from our men
tlement ofDuetheto agent's
distribution
and our customers for betterment of tieth Century-Fox may allow disclotract.
the current
scarcitycon-of
sure
of
its
answers
today,
it
was
said.
American
films
in
Italy,
release
of the
ourAs product."
an example of his road work,
Those major companies which asked picture was held up for months by the
Grainger pointed out that since Dec. for the withholding of answers stated agent while other pictures on hand
7 he had been in New York only five that statistics had been hurriedly pre- were being played off, it was said.
days.
pared and therefore required recheck"I've always contended," he de- ing before their release to the public.
Rites for Shalita
From Washington came word that
clared, "that you can't run business
the Department of Justice is giving
Philadelphia, Feb. 19. — Funeral
from behind a desk in New York."
"Dark Command," high budget fea- serious consideration to the recent services were held yesterday for Gerture starring John Wayne and Claire Department of Commerce report son Shalita, manager of the Bromley,
Trevor and now in production, will which embodies a workable plan to who died suddenly on Saturday. He
be sold into about 11,000 houses, ac- establish amicability between the in- was a cousin of Joseph Bernhard,
dustry and the Government.
general manager of Warner theatres.
cording to Grainger. "South of the
Some quarters at the capital are inBorder" will play about 10,000, while
clined to believe that the Commerce
"Jeepers Creepers" is expected to
reach the 9,000 mark.
report may lay the foundation for
Meetings with division heads will conferences to eliminate industry
probably wind up tomorrow night and abuses which the Government is
then Grainger and Yates will start anxious to eliminate.
Industry officials are waiting to
production conferences with M. J.
Siegel, production ; E. H. Goldstein, learn what recommendations the Destudio manager ; Albert J. Cohen,
partment of Justice will make following the completion of its study of the
scenario editor ; Earl Kurtze, his special representative ; William Saal, spe- Commerce report.
cial sales representative, and Walter
Compton, publicity director.
Bioff to Surrender;
Conferring with him today were J.
T. Sheffield, franchise owner ; Ed
Buzzell Arrested
Walton, Seattle branch manager ; J.
(Continued from page 1)
H. Sheffield, Portland branch manager ;Sid Weisbaum, San Francisco without fighting extradition proceedings which are now pending. His atbranch manager, and Francis Batetorneys refused to comment on this
nian, Los Angeles branch manager.
phase.
However, it was understood that
the step was necessary to prevent the
Providence Alhee
forfeiture of $5,000 bail posted in the
evasion case. The GovSigns Union Deal income tax
ernment would confiscate the bond
Providence, Feb. 19. — RKO Albee
leave the court's jurisdichas signed an agreement with Local shouldtion Bioff
without permission.
B-.129 of the I.A.T.S.E., affecting
In the meanwhile another union
frort-of-the-house employes, and is
the second Providence house to do so. leader, J. W. Buzzell, executive secretary of the Los Angeles Central Labor
Council,
who has been aiding Bioff
Loew's
State
signed
recently.
The agreement, which runs from in discussions
with producers on the
Feb. 15, 1940 to Nov. 1, 1941, pro- subject of the 10 per cent wage invides for raises for ushers, doormen,
crease for studio unions, gained freethe assistant staff chief and theatre
dom after being booked on a suspicion
firemen. It was signed by Albert
of negligent homicide following a trafByrn°s, president, and James Tartagfic accident early Sunday.
lione, business agent, for the union,
According to police, Buzzell drove
and Major Leslie E. Thompson, RKO his car into a crowd of bystanders at
Theatres executive, for the house.
a Los Angeles traffic accident. Besides injuring three of them, he ran
over the prostrate form of a victim of
Release Finnish Short
the previous mishap. The victim died
Hoffberg Productions, Inc., will re- several hours later and Buzzell, after
lease "Finland Speaks," a short pre- being booked on suspicion of reckless
pared from Finnish Government films. driving, was re-arrested.

Seattle

Gives

'Wind'

With

Lead

$27,000

Seattle,
19. —week
"Goneat With
the
Wind"
in itsFeb.
third
the Fifth
Avenue was still the town's top
grosser, taking a strong $27,000. The
weather was mild and slightly rainy.
Estimated takings for the week ending Feb. 16 :
"The Shop Around the Corner" (M-G-M)
"The Man Who Wouldn't Talk" (20th-Fox)
(950) (25c-40c-55c)
days.
2ndBLUE
week.MOUSE—
Gross: $3,300.
(Average, 7$4,000)
"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
FIFTH AVENUE — (2,500) (75c-$1.15-$1.50)
7 days, 3rd week. Gross : $27 000. (Average,
$7,000)
"His Girl Friday" (Col)
— (1,800)
(25c-40c-55c)
days.
2ndLIBERTY
week. Gross:
$6,500.
(Average, 7 $5,000)
"Of Mice and Men" (U.A.)
days,
2ndMUSIC
week. BOX—
Gross:(950)
$4,000.(25c-40c-55c)
(Average, 7 $4,000)
"The Light that Failed" (Para.)
"The Flying Deuces" (RKO)
ORPHEUM
(2,450) (25c-40c)
7 days.
Gross:
$5,000. —(Average,
$6,000)
"I Take This Woman" (M-G-M)
'City
of (RKO)
Chance" (20th-Fox)
"Rio"
PARAMOUNT—
(3,050) (25c-40c) 7 days.
Gross: $5,100. (Average, $6,000)
"South cf the Border" (Rep.)
PALOMAR— (1,500) (15c-25c-40c) 7 days.
Vaudeville headed by Conway & Lee. Gross:
$5,500. (Average, $5,000)
M-G-M Signs Friedman
Hollywood, Feb. 19. — Charles
Friedman, co-author and director of
"Sing Out the News" and contributor
of
sketches totoday
"Pins was
and Needles"
on
Broadway,
signed by
M-G-M
I ducer.

as writer, director and pro-

4

Motion

Studios

Picture

Have

New

Review

Films

Brevities

"Women
Without Names"
{Paramount)
Hollywood, Feb. 19. — Associate Producer Eugene Zukor's singularly
Hollywood, Feb. 19. — Thirty-three practical approach to the vital business of furnishing direct, widepictures went before the cameras this appeal entertainment on a commonsense budgetary scale accounts here,
week as eight finished and seven again, for an hour of plain story-telling in which a cast more competent
started. Twenty are being prepared than famous responds alertly to Robert Florey's businesslike direction.
and 65 are in the cutting room.
The screenplay by William R. Lipman and Horace McCoy, from a
The tally by studios :
play by Ernest Booth, is a competent piece of straight-line writing. The
film is not big, neither is it offered as such, but it is good.
Columbia
Ellen Drew, favorably received in several previous pictures under
In Work— -"The Doctor Takes a
the Paramount trademark, is the top name and plays the principal role,
Wife."
Started— "The Man Who Would that of an innocent wife sentenced to prison for life when her likewise
innocent husband, Robert Paige, is sentenced to death on circumstantial
Not Die."
evidence. Judith Barrett, John Miljan, Fay Helm, John McGuire,
M-G-M
In Work— "40 Little Mothers," Louise Beavers, James Seay, Esther Dale and Marjorie Main are other
"Two Girls on Broadway," "Dr. Kil- members of a well chosen cast. Much of the action transpires in the
dare's Girl," "Edison the Man," women's section of a penitentiary, inclusive of a hair-pulling match
"Waterloo Bridge," "Pride and Preju- between two of the girl convicts which generates considerable violence.
dice," "And One Was Beautiful," Later on, an escape, flight and pursuit furnish a thrilling windup.
"The Mortal Storm."
Running time, 62 minutes.
"G."*
Roscoe Williams
Started— "20 Mule Team," "Susan
and God."
*"G" denotes general classification.
Monogram
Now

Shooting

Finished — "Midnight Limited."
In Work — "Destiny," "The Ghost
Breakers."
Sol Lesser
In Work — "Our Town."
RKO
Finished — "My Favorite Wife,"
"Curtain Call."
In Work— "The Romantic Mr.
Hinklin," "The Saint Takes Over."
Republic
Fit vish ed — ' Forgotten Girl."
In Work — "Rancho Grande," "The
Dark Command."
Started— "Ghost Valley."
Small
Started — "South of Pago Pago."
20th Century-Fox
Finished — "Sailor's Lady."
In Work — "Earthbound," "Star
Dust," "Lillian Russell," "Charlie
Chan's Cruise."
Started— "On Their Own."
Universal

Tuesday, February 20, 1940

Radio
Hollywood

33

Daily

Northwest

Showmen

In Meeting Today
Seattle, Feb. 19. — A meeting of all
Pacific Northwest exhibitors has been
called for tomorrow at the Film Club
here to discuss the newly-formed Allied Exhibitors group and its affiliation with the Pacific Coast Conference of Independent Theatres. James
M. Hone, executive secretary, will preside. A similar meeting of Eastern
Washington exhibitors is being
planned
kane on by
Feb.Hone
27. to be held in SpoCEA

to Meet

Labor

Unit on Wage Rise
London, Feb. 19. — National Association of Theatrical and Kine Employees on Thursday will meet with
the London Branch of the Cinematograph Exhibitors Association to discuss the labor demand of wage boFinished — "Alias, the Deacon," "Ma, nuses.
It is expected that C. E. A. will
He's Making Eyes at Me."
In Work — "It's a Date," "Sandy Is grant some increase and it is believed
that whatever action is taken by the
a Lady."
C. E. A. group it will have a strong
Started— "If I Had My Way."
influence on the decision of other exWarners
hibitor units in the country.
Finished—" 'Till We Meet Again."
In Work— "Sea Hawk," "All This
Win Fox West Contest
and Heaven, Too," "An Angel from
Texas," "Torrid Zone."
Hollywood, Feb. 19. — Charles Thall
of the San Francisco metropolitan
Sues Consolidated Films district; Richard Dickson, Southern
district division manager and Nick
Stockholder's suit against Consoli- Turner, Northern division district
dated Film Industries, Inc., Republic
Pictures Corp. of Delaware, Setay manager, for Fox West Coast Theatres have been awarded $100, $75 and
Co., Inc., and 20 officers and directors
of Consolidated was filed yesterday by $50, respectively, as winners in the
Beatrice Tunick, holder of 10 shares circuit's current new business drive.
of Consolidated, in N. Y. Supreme Herman Kerster and George Watters
Court. Suit claims waste and mis- tied for first place in the accompanying exploitation contest.
management totalling approximately
$1,000,000. At the same time, answers were filed by all defendants
Ban Insurance Plan
which denied all claims made in the
St. Louis, Feb. 19. — The Prosecutcomplaint.
ing Attorney's office in St. Louis
County has ordered all county theGinsberg Rites Today
atres to discontinue the insurance plan
Funeral services will be held at 11 in connection with the Pot o' Gold
A. M. this morning in Paterson, N. J., radio programs. It was said the infor Jack Ginsberg, 46, manager of
surance plan, which provides for paythe Majestic in that city. Ginsberg is
ment of an additional $1,000 if the
the son of Max Ginsberg, who oper- winner is in a theatre instead of at
ates the Majestic and the Beacon in home, may come under the Missouri
Beacon, N. Y.
lottery laws.

CBS will lead the networks this
Summer in play-by-play broadcasts of major league baseball games,
with Mutual in second place. Of the
16 teams, CBS affiliated stations m
carry the home games of nine of v 5§S
The station lineup for the season
will be : WABC, Yankees and Giants ;
WOR, Dodgers; WBBM, WGN,
WCFL, WJJD, Cubs and White
Sox; WCAU,
WIP,Senators;
Phillies and
Athletics; WJSV,
KMOX,
KWK, Cardinals and Browns ;
WCPO, WSAI, Cincinnati Reds;
WWJ, Tigers
; KDKA,
WWSW,
Pirates; WCLE,
Indians,
(days),
WHK, (night games, Sundays and
holidays)
Red Sox. ; WAAB, Bees and Boston

Prof. Quiz Aids 'Sidewalks'
In
a tieup
with Paramount's
"Sidewalks
of London,"
Prof. Quiz
will have as his contestants on his
CBS show Friday the mayors or
'Wind* Return Dates
postmasters of nine cities in the
United States and Canada which
To Start on March 2 are named London. The officials
will be in town on that day to see
"Gone With the Wind" will play the Paramount film.
return dates in a few cities, beginning
March 2 at the downtown Majestic,
Personalities in the News
Boston, where it ran simultaneously
at the State and Orpheum. NeighborPhilip L. Barbour, in charge of forMarch. hood runs will be set for late in
eign press and foreign station relaOn March 8 the film will start a
tions for NBC, will discuss "Are We
return engagement in Harrisburg, Good Neighbors in South America?"
on Feb. 27 before tlve National Council of Jewish Women in Brooklyn.
playing
Jay
Emanuel's
Senate.
The
picture grossed $50,000 in four weeks . . . Rev. Glenn T. Settle, director
at Loew's Regent, Harrisburg, break- and narrator of "Wings Over Joring the city's record by one week for
dan," has been cited for distinguislied
achievement on behalf of improved
length of run.
A return engagement also will be racial relations by the Association for
set for the Park, Reading, Pa., where the Study of Negro Life and History.
the picture ran four weeks.
. . . Oscar Levant will be guest on
Next Thursday the film will end
the WNYC "American Music Fesa 10-week run at Loew's Grand, Attival" on Thursday. . . . Joan Bennett
lanta. It had its world premiere
and
Sabu
will be heard on the "Kraft
there. In nine weeks the film played Music
Crosby. Hall"
over NBC-Red at 10
to more than 200,000 persons. At- P. M. Thursday as guests of Bing
lanta has a population of 400,000.
The 10-week gross is estimated at
NBC Scores Altmark Beat
$215,000.
NBC scored a one-hour beat Saturday with the first broadcasts by
Philadelphia Strike
Altmark survivors. CBS also interviewed survivors but waited until
Extension Demanded
Philadelphia, Feb. 19. — A special the iodregular
Roundup" perat 6:45 P."News
M.
membership meeting has been called
for next Friday by Local 77, A.F.M.,
Program News
to act on a resolution introduced today at a rump meeting, which de"Adventures of Sherlock Holmes"
mands that the Federation extend will
make its last broadcast of the
nationally the local musicians' strike season over NBC-Blue on March 11
against Warner Theatres.
and then will take its customary layThe resolution demanding that the
off for the Summer. . . . McKesson
local secede from the Federation if it & Robbins is the first sponsor to take
refuses to extend the strike, has been advantage of the package deal offered
under way here for three months.
by NBC for participating sponsorship
Union officials have started a move
of the "Breakfast Club." The drug
to induce independent theatres com- firm will sponsor a half hour of the
peting with Warners to introduce show on Saturdays over WJZ, WBZ
vaudeville, with musicians compen- and KDKA. . . . Gordon Baking Co.
sated on a percentage of the receipts. will sponsor one-minute transcriptions on Larry Elliot's "The Rising
Son" over WABC on Mondays, WedDelay 4 A Benefit Show
nesdays and Fridays, starting March 6.
Hollywood, Feb. 19. — Because of
the conflict with the Armstrong-Garcia
C. B. Blake Dies
fight,Associated
the "Gambol
the Artistes
Stars," of
of
the
Actorsof and
Louisville, Ky., Feb. 19, — CincinAmerica, originally scheduled to be natus B. Blake, 67, owner of the Saheld Feb. 22, has been postponed unvoy here. World War colonel of intil March 14 and will be held at the
fantry, died at the U. S. Veterans
Cocoanut Grove of the Ambassador.
Hospital, Hines, 111.
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"Gone With the Wind" will leave
the Capitol on Broadway March 6
after an 11-week run. The total U.S. Quizzes
Work
Resolution by Guild Hits gross for the period, it is estimated,
will be more than $700,000.
Data;
on Universal
Synopsis Clause
The film will continue its two-aday run at the Astor indefinitely.
Next
Hollywood, Feb. 20. — Board of di"Northwest Passage" will be the Hears Balaban
rectors of the Screen Writers Guild next
picture at the Capitol. Advertising on this booking will start this
last night passed a resolution conThat Universale studio operations
demning the Neely bill as inimical to week.
the industry.
are
conducted on a business-like basis
"Gone With the Wind" started its
In the expected formal protest two-theatre run on Broadway Dec. was the substance of information which
against the measure, the Guild placed 19, four days after the world pre- the Government elicited yesterday
miere in Atlanta. By the time it from Cliff Work, Universal studio
itself on record as favoring free and
open competition in the business. leaves the Capitol, it will have grossed head, in' the current examinations of
After tallying the ballots of members, somewhat less than $1,000,000 at the defendant executives before trial of the
the directors passed the following timated.
Capitol and Astor combined, it is es- Government's
New York anti-trust
suit.
resolution :
Work came to New York from the
The film leaves Loew's in Jersey Coast for two hours of questioning by
"Resolved, that the Screen Writers
Guild go on record as opposing the City today after a four-week run, continuing at Loew's Newark for a fifth George Wright, special assistant to
Neely bill on the ground that the
week
and
probably a sixth.
the U. S. Attorney General. He prosynopsis clause is inimical to the best
The picture will get a total of four
vided the Government with informainterests of writers, the motion picture
tion on how talent loans are made
industry and the public at large.
weeks at Loew's Metropolitan in and how production schedules planned.
Brooklyn, ending next Wednesday.
"It is further resolved that because
These are the only runs set in
Elementary Information
the Neely bill has posed the question Greater New York until late March.
of monopolistic practices within the
As was the case in previous examindustry, the Screen Writers Guild
inations bythe Government of United
Winkler
Is
Named
takes this occasion to go on record as
Artists and Columbia executives, the
ready to support any proper legislaTo RKO
Studio Post questioning of Work yielded only such
tion and judicial action which first
information as the trade regards as
demonstrates factually the existence of
Hollywood, Feb. 20. — Dan Wink- elementary.
ler, former executive of the Myron
a monopoly, and second which has
Work's examination ended on the
Selznick Agency, on Monday will
(Continued on page 2)
Government's
stock query as to
join RKO as executive in charge of
all studio commitments. He will take whether, in his opinion, it was advisable for a producer to own or have
the post vacated by J. J. Nolan, named
Vaude Union Drive
in theatres. Defense atinterest
an
vice-president in charge of the studio.
torneys objected to the question and,
Sidney Rogell, RKO studio mana- as in the previous examinations of
ger, has been given a new two-year executives, it went unanswered.
Goes To Roxy First
contract. RKO has extended its reWork was represented by Edward
American Guild of Variety Artists
leasing contract with Stephens-Lang C. Raftery and Benjamin Pepper of
will bring a delegation representing Productions, and the company will
O'Brien, Driscoll & Raftery, in addiall branches of the Associated Actors
three "Dr. Christian" pictures,
tion to Charles D. Prutzman, Univerand Artistes of America to a confer- make
'41 season.Jean Hersholt, for the 1940starring
sal vice-president and general counsel,
ence Friday with Irving Lesser, man(Continued on page 5)
ager of the Roxy. Negotiations for
unionization of performers in Roxy
stage shows will be started.
This will represent the first time
Coast
that all 4-A unions have united to
the
from
Flashes
Late
aid the organization of motion picture presentation houses. It follows
the resolution of the 4-A board callHollywood, Feb. 20.— Suspending all negotiations with producers in
ing upon all branches to instruct their
behalf of extra players, directors of the Screen Actors Guild today
members not to work in A.G.V.A.'s granted complete self-government to atmosphere players and provided
jurisdiction except with paid-up A.G. them
with a local charter from the Guild. Extras will conduct their own
V.A. members.
collective bargaining negotiations with producers. Extras have been
Heading the delegation will be Paul seeking a 15 per cent wage increase and improved working conditions.
Dullzell, executive secretary of Actors Equity ; Emily Holt, executive
Twentieth Century - Fox today announced the suspension of Don
secretary of American Federation of Ameche for failure to report to Paramount on a loan-out to appear
Radio Artists ; Florence Marston,
in "The Night of January 16." Paramount was compelled to release
Eastern representative of Screen Act- Barbara Stanwyck who was to appear opposite Ameche.
ors Guild ; Ruth Richmond, executive
secretary of Chorus Equity ; and Hoyt
James Roosevelt today signed Horace Heidt and his band to appear in
S. Haddock, A.G. V.A. executive seca picture based on the musician's "Pot o' Gold" radio program, which is
retary.
now under U. S. investigation as the result of exhibitors' protests.
!
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BIOFF

Won't Yield to Producers,
I A. Leader Promises;
Held in Chicago
By WILLIAM F. CROUCH
Chicago, Feb. 20. — Smarting with
bitterness against the "CIO, Communists and for
moneyed
interests" whom
he
blamed
his extradition,
William
Bioff, I.A.T.S.E. leader, late tonight
won his freedom on a writ of habeas
corpus.
Bioff arrived this morning following a suddenly decided overnight flight
from Hollywood, using an assumed
name to dodge publicity. However,
when he arrived at the airport he was
greeted by reporters and police.
Bioff was promptly taken into custody and brought to the Bridewell jail
to which he was sentenced in 1922 to
serve a six months' term. For some
unexplained reason the sentence was
never completed.
Hearing on Friday
Judge Prystalski released Bioff on
a $5,000 bond and set Friday morning
for the hearing on the habeas corpus
writ.
In an exclusive interview with this
Motion Picture Daily reporter, Bioff
said that he and George Browne,
I.A.T.S.E. president, were to go into
a huddle tonight to decide the next step
to be taken in the current negotiations
with Hollywood producers on the 15
per cent wage increase.
During the day Bioff telegraphed
Joseph Tuohy,
secretaryFederation
of the Con-of
ference of American
Labor Studio Unions, resigning as
chairman of the negotiating committee.
Won't Give Up Increase
Bioff said:
"Studio unions have no intention of
surrending the 10 per cent wage increase which they won last NovemBioff declared that at the conference with producers late last week,
they presented audits showing that
they did approximately $68,000 000
worth of business during the past 13
weeks at a cost of $69,200,000, thus
suffering a $1,200,000 loss.
"We asked for a breakdown of these
(Continued on page 5)
Nober."Paper Tomorrow
Motion Picture Daily will
not
be published tomorrow.
holiday.
Washington's Birthday, a legal
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Warner-RKO
Over
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Fight
Film

i

PICTURE

Purely

WORK, Universal studio
CLIFF
.head, left for Florida by plane last
Warner Brothers will go ahead night to confer with Nate J. Blumwith its plans to produce a film on berg, Universal president, and W. A.
the life of Benjamin Franklin despite Scully, vice-president and general
the intention of RKO to make a sales manager, before returning to the
Coast.
similar picture.
•
Hal B. Wallis, associate executive
John M. Stahl has been ordered
producer of Warners, made this statement last night at a cocktail party by his doctor to remain at his hospital here for additional rest, as a rehonoring him and his wife, Louise
sult of which he has no immediate
Fazenda, at the Waldorf Astoria.
plans
for returning to the Coast.
Warners will star Edward G. Rob•
inson, while RKO announced that it
Truman H. Talley, general manwill use Charles Laughton. Wallis
ager of Movietone News, who has
said that Warners has priority rights
since it registered a title with the been in Europe two months, has sailed
M. P. Producers Association on the from Italy on the Conte di Savoi and
is due here next Tuesday.
Coast last year.
•
RKO recently purchased Carl
Mrs. C. M. Forester, wife of the
Van Doren's biography of Franklin. English novelist, has arrived from
Warners contends biographical mate- England
and will leave for the Coast
rial on Franklin is public domain.
her husband is working at the
Among those at the cocktail party where
were Gradwell L. Sears, Charles Warner studio.
•
Leserman, S. Charles Einfeld, Paul
Margaret Leczer, secretary to
Muni, Erin O'Brien-Moore, John William F. Rodgers at M-G-M,
Garfield, Ed Hatrick, Mort Blumen- leaves tomorrow for two weeks in
stock, Louis Sobel, Cobina Wright Jr., Florida.
Robin Ramond, Warden Lewis E.
•
Lawes. Kyle Crichton, Radie Harris,
Jay
A.
Gove,
M-G-M
sales promoMarion Hopkins, Jake Wilk, A-Mike
tion
manager,
left
yesterday
on a fishVogel, J. P. McEvoy, Sidney Recheting trip to Key West, Fla.
nik and Kelsey Allen.
•
William Englehart of M-G-M's
home office tax department observes
a birthday today.
•
Ralph
Pielow,
M-G-M Albany
A total of 301 pre-release runs of
branch
manager,
has
left for a two''The Grapes of Wrath" have been
set to date by 20th Century-Fox. This week Miami vacation.
•
is a record for the company for dayBonney Powell, Movietone News
and-date bookings. First of these engagements started at the Surf and cameraman, is in Helsinki on a war
Lincoln theatres in Miami yesterday. assignment.

'Wrath'
Dates

Pre-Release
Now Total 301

Personal

AMERICAN

AIRLINES

9-e.

Wednesday, February 21, 1940

► Newsreel

CHARLES
C. MOSKOWITZ,
Loew theatres
executive, was
given a birthday dinner by his
family last night at the Moskowitz
home in Kew Gardens.
•
Gradwell Sears, Clayton Bond,
Albert Howson, Eddie Grainger,
Charles E. McCarthy, Barry
Fitzgerald, A. P. Waxman, Owen
Davis, Jay C. Flippen and Russell
Holman at Nick's Hunting Room in
the Astor for lunch yesterday.
•
Harry Buxbaum, Jr., of 20th Century-Fox's New York exchange sales
staff, was tendered a dinner at Dinty
Moore's yesterday, his 23d birthday,
by co-workers. His father, Harry
Buxbaum, Sr., exchange manager,
•
presided.
Joseph McConville, Abe Schneider, Dwight Wiman, Harry
Thomas, Robert Savini, Jack Goetz,
Monroe Greenthal, William Fitelson, Sam Lyons and Sam Citron at
Bob Goldstein's • Tavern yesterday.
Freeman Waugh, former manager
of the Capitol, Kitchener, and Hollywood, Toronto, has joined the Caofficer. nadian overseas forces as an artillery
•
William Karrer of Republic has
been elected president of the Motion
Picture Associates, Philadelphia organization ofexchange employes. .
•
John Justin, Alexander Korda
player, is en route from England on
the Washington to appear in final sequences of "Thief •of Bagdad."

Parade

President Roosevelt sailing from I
Florida, Welles and Taylor leaving
for Europe and the snowstorm in the \
East are covered in the new issues,
contents of which follow:
MOVIETONE
NEWS,
No. 47— Record \
snow in East. Buffalo cereal plant burns.
Philadelphia family of 17 children attends ■ j
movies.
President
~^'rst
subway for
Chicago.on mystery
Welles cruise
and lilts
lor j
leave for Europe.
Republicans GJbbse ;
Philadelphia for convention.
Miami life ,
guards in beauty contest.
Baseball stars :
play golf. Rowing on Coast. Skiing. Lew
Lehr.
NEWS
OF THE
DAY,envoys
NO. sail
245—onRoosevelt
sails from
Florida;
Rex. ■
Pick Philadelphia for Republican conven- j
tion. Blizzard in Boston. American ambulances in French army. Life guard
beautyida.contest.
Barefoot
dancing
FlorBaseball players
in golf
derby.in Horse
racing at Santa Anita.
PARAMOUNT
NEWS, Funeral
No. SO^Cereal
mill
in Buffalo burns.
for Lord
Tweedsmuir in Ottawa.
Welles, Taylor
sail for peace talks. Washington memorial
services in Williamsburg, Va.
Fish in t
Florida aquarium.
Republicans choose
Philadelphia for convention; Dr. Frank m
prepares
for campaign.
in New York.
Armand Sportsmen's
Denis and Show
Leila ,
Roosevelt return from Africa. Blizzard in
East.
RKO PATHE NEWS, No. 62— Welles I
and Taylor sail for Europe. Funeral services for Lord Tweedsmuir. Republicans
meet in Washington. Traveling hospitals
in California. Tea wagons for British
troops. Assembly of Virginia meets. Volcoast patrol in Australia. Horse j
race at unteer
Hialeah.
UNIVERSALhits East.
NEWSREEL,
Snowstorm
RooseveltNo.sails851—
on
Tuscaloosa. Rites for Lord Tweedsmuir.
Republicans pick Philadelphia for convention. U. S. peace envoys sail on Rex.
Bless war ambulances in France. Life
guards in beauty contest. Armand Denis
and Leila Roosevelt return from expedition. Baseball players in golf match.
Sports show at Grand Central Palace.
California crew in training.

Leon Rosenblatt, head of the Rosenblatt & Welt Circuit operating on
Staten Island and in New Jersey, has
recovered from a long illness.
•
Film Writers Direct
Irving Mintz, 12th floor projectionist at the Paramount home office,
Attack on Neely Bill
(Continued from page 1)
will leave for Florida Friday for a
three weeks' vacation.
as its sole purpose the restoration of
•
free and open competition within the
Harold Orlob, Robert Weitman, industry, should it be demonstrated
Toby Gruen, Louis Phillips, Ben
such does not exist."
Boyar and Martin Beck lunching that
Guild directors ordered an open
at Sardi's yesterday.
membership meeting on Monday to
•
discuss the question of taking a stand
Wesley Ruggles has been appointed a member of the Motion Picture on Congressman Martin Dies' attack
on Hollywood. Invitations will be
Advisory Board of the National Edu- sent to the Association of Motion
cation Association.
Picture Producers, other Guilds and
•
the unions.
David Weshner, Warner Theatres
zone manager in Philadelphia, has returned with Mrs. Weshner from a
MOTION PICTURE
Florida vacation.
Ampa

• Over the fields of Dixie, over the sunny plains
and golden deserts of the Southwest, four American
Flagships every day whisk travelers to their destinations in luxurious ease and comfort. Giant Skysleepers
. . . complimentary meals . . . stewardess service. Make
your next trip to the West via this nature-favored
route. For reservations call your Travel Agent or
HAvemeyer 6-5000. Ticket offices, 45 Vanderbilt Ave.
and Rockefeller Center at 18 W. 49th St.

DAILY

Will

Honor

Nugent
on Feb, 29
Frank S. Nugent, film critic of the
New York Times, who leaves next
month to join 20th Century-Fox as a
scenarist, will be given a "farewell
luncheon" Feb. 29 by the Ampa at
Jack
All Dempsey's
film critics restaurant.
of New York newspapers have been invited to be the
Ampa's guests on the occasion. There
will be no meeting this week.
Hall Joins Filmack
Donovan Hall, who resigned recently as head of advertising and publicity for Ross Federal Service, has
joined Filmack in Chicago as director of sales and advertising.
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'Wind'

Los

Angeles
Feature

Gives

To

'Pinocchio'

at $14,000

New Haven's Best
New Haven, Feb. 20. — "Gone With
the
Wind" for
swept
all week
other grosses
in town
the past
third
at the
College, with $14,000. While holiday
prices on Lincoln's Birthday helped, a
blizzard kept many customers away as
the week finished.
Estimated takings for the week ending Feb. IS :
"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
COLLEGE— (1,499) (75c-$1.10) 7 days, 3rd
week. Gross: $14,000. (Average, $2,700)
"His Girl Friday" (Col.)
"Music in My Heart" (Col.)
LOEW-POLI — (3,040) (35c-50c) 7 days.
Gross: $10,000. (Average, $8,000)
"Little Old New York" (2flth-Fox)
"Meet Dr. Christian" (RKO)
LOEW-POLI-BIJOU— (1,482) 7 days, 2nd
week. Gross: $2,500. (Average, $2 500)
"The Light That Failed" (Para.)
"Laugh It Off" (Univ.)
PARAMOUNT— (2,348) (35c-50c) 7 days.
Gross: $4,500. (Average, $4,000)
"The Fighting 69th" (W.B.)
"Calling Philo Vance" (W.B.)
ROGER SHERMAN— (2.200) (35c-50c) 7
days, 2nd week. Gross: $3,800. (Average,
$5,000)
Film

Review

Pace

in

$23,800

Los Angeles, Feb. 20. — "Pinocchio"
was strong here, with a total of $23,800, taking $9,800 at the Hillstreet
and $14,000 at the Pantages in only
five days. "Gone With the Wind"
continued at a fast pace at the Carthay Circle and United Artists.
Estimated takings for the week ending Feb. 14:
"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
CARTHAY CIRCLE— (1,518) (75c-$1.50) 7
days, 7th week. Gross: $20,000. (Average,
$17,000)
"Little Old New York" (20th-Fox)
"High School" (20th-Fox)
CHINESE — (2.500) (30c-75c) 7 days.
Gross: $10,600. (Average, $12,500)
"Abe Lincoln in Illinois" (RKO)
4 STAR — (900) (75c-$1.50) 7 days. 2nd
week. Gross: $4,300. (Average, $3,250)
"Pinocchio" (RKO)
HILLSTREET — (2,700) (30c-65c) 5 days.
Gross: $9,800. (Average, $6,500)
"Little Old New York" (20th-Fox)
"High School" (20th-Fox)
LOEW'S
STATE-(2,50O)
(30c-75c) 7
days. Gross: $14,200. (Average, $14,000)
"Pinocchio" (RKO)
PANTAGES— (2.000) (30c-65c) 5 days.
Gross: $14,000. (Average, $7,000)
"Sidewalks of London" (Para.)
PARAMOUNT — (3,595) (30c -65c) 7 days.
Pollak and orrevue, Ben(Average,
& M.
Stage: F. chestra.
Gross: $14,000.
$18,000)
"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
UNITED ARTISTS— (2,100) (75c-$1.50) 7
days, 7th week. Gross: $20,000.
"The Fighting 69th" (W. B.)
"Calling Philo Vance" (W. B.)
WARNER
BROS.
(HOLLYWOOD) (3,000) (30c-65c) 7 days, 3rd week. Gross:
$8,200. (Average, $14,000)
"The Fighting 69th" (W. B.)
"Calling Philo Vance" (W. B.)
WARNER BROS. (DOWNTOWN) —
(3,400) (30c-65c) 7 days, 3rd week. Gross:
$10,900. (Average, $12,000)
Wind'

Holds

Council

Elects

Wilbur President
San Francisco, Feb. 20. — Dr. Ray
Lyman Wilbur, Stanford University
president and ex- Secretary of Interior under Herbert Hoover, has been
reelected president of the Motion Picture Research Council.
Other officers are Mrs. Calvin Coolidge and Stephen P. Cabot, honorary
vice-presidents ; Mrs. Vernon SkewesCox and Mrs. Alfred McLaughlin,
vice-presidents ; Mrs. William Cavalier, executive vice-president, and Allen W. Widenham, treasurer.

Loop

East Side Kids
$64,100
With
(Monogram)
A story of the rejuvenation of a gang of East Side New York boys,
Chicago, Feb. 20. — "Gone With
pointing in the wrong direction, who are led back to the right path by
the Wind" continued to keep the recan earnest policeman, this is routine action material with a fair measord pace of previous weeks and garure of entertainment.
nered $64,100 at the Woods and OriDirected by Bob Hill from an original story and screenplay by Robert
ental, to lead the Loop. "The Light
Lively, the film has its quota of excitement. Leon Ames, detective in That Failed," at the Apollo, did an
love with Joyce Bryant, seeks to learn the identity of the murderer for excellent $11,300.
,n~s!
Estimated takings for the week hidwhose crime her brother faces the chair. At the same time the two try
to keep the brother's predicament from her younger brother, one of
the gang of boys.
As the boys become involved in the counterfeiting activity of a former New York gangster, and Ames himself is implicated by circumstantial evidence, the film reaches its fastest pace, including an automobile
chase, a running gun fight and a roof battle which results in the death
of one of the boys.
Running time, 62 minutes.

"G."*

Charles

S. Aaronson

"G" denotes general classification.

'69th'

with

$14,000
Is Cincinnati Lead

'Vigil' Providence
Lead

with

$13,000

Providence, Feb. 20. — Despite the
blizzard which crippled business the
last two days, business continued good
with "Vigil in the Night" and "The
Marines$13,000.
Fly High" giving the RKO
"Music in My Heart" to $10,500 at Albee
the RKO Shubert.
Estimated takings for the week endEstimated takings for the week ending Feb. 13-15 :
ing- Feb. 14-17:
"Vigil in the Night" (RKO)
"The Fighting 69th" (F. N.)
Marines Fly High" (RKO)
RKO ALBEE— (3,300) (35c-42c) 7 days. "The
RKO -$13,000.
ALB EE —(Average,
(2,239) (25c-35c-50c)
7 days.
Gross: $14,000.
(Average, $12,000)
Gross:
$6,000)
"Vigil in the Night" (RKO)
With the Wind" (M-G-M)
RKO PALACE— (2,700) (3Sc-42c) 7 days. "Gone
LOEW'S STATE— (3,232) (75c-$1.10-$1.65)
Gross: $9,500. (Average, $10,000)
7
days,
3rd week. Gross: $28,000. (Average,
"Music in My Heart" (Col.)
RKO SHUBERT— (2,150) (40c-60c) 7 days. $11,000)
"The Fighting 69th" (W.B.)
Stage: "Dead
End Kids"
On Wheels" (Univ.)
$10,500.
(Average,
$10,000)and revue. Gross: "Danger
MAJESTIC—
(2,250) (25c-35c-50c) 7 days,
2nd week. Gross:
"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
$11,000. (Average, $7,000)
RKO CAPITOL — (2,000) (75c-$l-$1.50) 7 "The Light that Failed" (Para.)
days, 8th week. Gross: $14,000. (Average "Jeepers, Creepers" (Rep.)
at 35c-42c, $6,500)
STRAND
(2,200) (25c-35c-50c)
7 days.
Gross:
$6,300.— (Average,
$6,000)
"I Take This Woman" (M-G-M)
RKO-LYRIC— (1,400) (25c-40c) 7 days, "Irish Luck" (Mono.)
2nd week. Gross: $3,400. (Average, $5,000)
FAY'S— (1,800) (25c-35c-40c) 7 days. Stage
show featuring Frankie Darro
"The Gentleman From Arizona" (Mono.)
in person and
"Danger on Wheels" (Univ.)
& Lynton; The Banfields; Elaine DowRKO FAMILY— (1,000) (15c-25c) 4 days. Jans
Iing;
Judson
Cole;
and
Wilson
Gross: $6,000. (Average, $6,500)and Gardner
Gross: $1,200. (Average, $1,500)
"Convicted Woman" (Col.)
"All Women Have Secrets" (Para.)
"Village Bam Dance" (Rep.)
"Legion of the Lawless" (RKO)
RKO FAMILY— (1,000) (15c-25c) 3 days
CARLTON — (1,526) (25c-35c-50c) 7 days
Gross:
Gross: $900. (Average. $900)
(Average, $3,500)
"Balalai$2,500.
ka" (M-G-M)
(3 days)
"Brother Rat and a Baby" (W. B.)
(3
days)
"Cisco Kid and the Lady" (20th-Fox)
KEITH'S—
(1,500)
(30c-40c)
7
days.
Gross
$4,300. (Average, $6,000)
"Hunchback of Notre Dame" (RKO)
(4 days)
"Everything Happens at Night" (20th-Fox)
'Wind' Continuing
EMPIRE-(2,200) (20c-30c) 2nd run. Gros.'
$1,650.
(Average, $1,700)
Pace in Milwaukee

Cincinnati, Feb. 20. — "The Fighting 69th" took $14,000 at the RKO
Albee,
the stage
"Dead attraction
End Kids"helped
and
a revue and
as the

Milwaukee, Feb. 20. — In its third
week, "Gone With the Wind" continues strong at Fox's Palace with
$25,000. "Little Old New York" and
"The Man Who Wouldn't Talk" drew
$6,000 at the Fox Wisconsin.
Estimated takings for the week ending Feb. 1 5 :
"Gene With the Wind" (M-G-M)
PALACE— (2,400) (75c-$1.10-$1.50) 7 days,
3rd week. Gross: $25,000. (Average, $4,000)
"Framed" (Univ.)
RIVERSIDE— (2,700) (30c-35c-40c) 7 days.
Stage: Dave Apollon revue and Beverly
Roberts. Gross: $8,800 (Average, $6,500)
"The Shop Around the Corner" (M-G-M)
"He Married His Wife" (20th-Fox)
STRAND— (1,400) (25c-35c-50c) 7 days.
Gross: $1,500. (Average, $1,500)
"The Housekeeper's Daughter" (U.A.)
"Allegheny Uprising" (RKO)
WARNER— (2,400) (25c-35c-50c) 7 days.
Gross: $4,800. (Average, $4,500)
"Little Old New York" (20th-Fox)
"The Man Who Wouldn't Ta!ik" (20th-Fox)
WISCONSIN ■ - (3,200) (25c-35c-50c) 7
days. Gross: $6,000. (Average, $5,500)

'Girl Friday'

Gets

$10,500, St Louis
St. Louis, Feb. 20.— "His Girl Friday" drew a neat $10,500 for its second week at the Ambassador. "Gone
With the Wind," still strong, grossed
$46,000 in its third week.
Estimated grosses for week ending

"Gone 1
With the
Wind"
8
(M-G-M)
5
Feb.
:
LOEW'S STATE
-(3.1
62) (75c-$1.12-$1.50)
/55c-sca
days.le, Gross:
$46,000.
(Avera
25c-40c
ge
$13,000)
"His Girl Friday" (Col.)
AMBASSADOR -(3,018)
c-55c) 7
days. Gross: $10,500. (Averag(25c-40
e, $11,500)
"My
Little
Chicade
e"
(Univ.)
"Invisible Stripes" (W.B.)
FOX— (5,038) (25c-40c-55c)
$13,000. (Average, $11,000) 7 days Gross"Remember the Night" (Para.)
"Brother Rat and Baby" (W B )
MISSOURI-(3,514) (25c-40c-55c) 7 days
Gross: $5,800.
(Average, $4,000)

Feb. 14-17
:
"The ingLight
that Failed"
(Para.)
APOLLO— (1,400) (35c-55c-75c) 7 days.
Gross: $11,300. (Average, $6,000)
"Little Old New York" (20th-Fox)
CHICAGO — (4,000) (35c-55c-7Sc) 7 days.
Louis-Godoy fight films. Stage: Gertrude
Niesen with revue. Gross: $28,600. (Average, $32,000)
"Earl of Chicago" (M-G-M)
GARRICK—
days, 2nd
week. Gross: (1,000)
$4,800. (35c-55c-75c)
(Average, 7$5,000)
"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
ORIENTAL — (3,200} (75c-$1.10-$1.50) 7
days, 3rd week. 3 shows daily. Gross:
$47,500. (Average, $13,000)
"My
Chickadee"
"Oh, Little
Johnny"
(Univ.) (Univ.)
PALACE— (2,500) (35c-55c-75c) 7 days, 2nd
week. Gross: $8,300. (Average, $12,009)
"Fighting 69th" (W.B.)
ROOSEVELT— (1,300) (35c-55c-75c) 7 days.
Gross: $8,800. (Average $11,000)
"Nick Carter, Master Detective" (M-G-M)
STATE-LAKE — (2,700) (25c-35c-50c) 7
days.
Stage:
"A$24,800.
Night (Average,
in Moulin $12,000)
Rouge"
Revue.
Gross:
"Balalaika"
(M-G-M)
UNITED ARTISTS— (1,700) (35c-55c-75c)
7 days. Gross: $15,600. (Average, $14,000)
"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
WOODS— (1,100) ($1.10-$1.50) 7 days, 3rd
week. 2 shows daily. Gross: $16,600.
'Wind'

at $25,600

Tops

Kansas

City

Kansas City, Feb. 20. — "Gone
With the Wind" took $25,600 in its
third week at Loew's Midland. The
Newman
did takings
$8,000 with
Estimated
for the"Geronimo."
week ending Feb. 13-15 :
"Little Old New York" (ZOth-Fox)
ESQUIRE
— (800)
5 days,
2nd
week. Gross:
$1,500.(25c-40c)
(Average,
5 days,
$1
800) With the Wind" (M-G-M)
"Gone
MIDLAND— (4,000) (75c-$1.12) 7 days, 3rd
week.
Gross:(Para.)
$25,600.
"Geronimo"
NEWMAN—
(25c-40c) 7 days. Gross:
$8,000.
(Average,(1,900)
$7,000)
"Vigil in the Night" (RKO)
"Marines Fly High" (RKO)
ORPHEUM
(1,500) (25c-40c)
7 days.
Gross:
$5,000. —(Average,
$5,000)
"Young As You Feel" (20th-Fox)
TOWER— (2,200) (25c) 7 days. Stage: Ada
Brown. Don & Bette Lynne, Billy Blake.
Gross, $6,200. (Average $6,000)
"Little Old New York" (20th-Fox)
UPTOWN— (2,000) (25c-40c) 5 days, 2nd
week. Gross: $2,300. (Average, 5 days,
$2,800)

'Wind'

Ends

Omaha

Run, Pulls $10,000
Omaha, Feb. 20. — "Gone With the
Wind"
pulled
$10,000
for its third and
final week
at the
Paramount.
Estimated takings for the week end"Green
Hell"
(Univ.)
ing Feb.
15-16:
"Private
Detective"
BRANDEIS—
(1,200)(F.N.)
(25c-35c-40c)
7 ' days.
Gross:
$4,200.
(Average,
$4,000)
"Invisible Stripes" (W.B.)
"Our Neighbors, The Carters" (Para.)
OMAHA— (2,200) (25c -40c) 7 days. Gross:
$5,200. (Average, $6,000)
"Little Old New York" (20th- Fox)
"Man Who Wouldn't Talk" (Para.)
ORPHEUM — (3,000) (25c-40c) 7 days.
Gross: $6,800. (Average. $7,600)
"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
PARAMOUNT— (3,000) (75c-$1.10-$1.50) 7
days, 3rd week. Gross: $10,000. (Average,
$16,500)
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Universal

Hears

Balaban

Work
Data;
Next

(Continued from parte 1)
End Adolph Schimel of the home office legal department.
Counsel interposed only two objections, other than to the final question.
The first came after Work had testified that in making talent loans the
question of what theatres the com\' >d picture
beari.\Ton
whetherwould
or notplaythehadloanno would
be made.
Wright made another attempt to
establish that a producer's access to
theatres was the determining factor in
making talent loans and Raftery objected to this as "arguing" with the
witness after his testimony had been
given.
Objection to Questioning
The second objection came after
Wright had questioned Work at
length on his business background,
dating back to 1905. Raftery objected
to the "whole line of questioning as
too remote," and John Caskey of
Dwight, Koegle & Caskey, 20th Century-Fox counsel, added the objection
that these questions did not refer to
Universal.
Work detailed the method used by
Universal in the exchange of talent
with producers which he termed "the
lour and three formula." Under this
system, Universal requires payment of
$7,000 for a minimum of four weeks
and a $3,000 bonus for the use of a
star who oridinarily draws $1,000
weekly, he explained. Payment of the
star's regular salary, if he is used beyond the four-week period, is asked by
Universal, Work said.
His company frequently deals with
independent producers who make pictures for Universal, Work declared.
For the 1940-41 season, at least 10
pictures will be made by independents,
Government attorneys were told.
Deals With Lloyd and Mayfair
Work pointed out that Frank Lloyd
has agreed to make six films in the
next two years for Universal and that
Mayfair Productions will produce a
minimum of two pictures. Universal
also has made unsuccessful efforts to
sign up Frank Capra to produce films
for it, he added.
Work explained that one of the factors considered in preparing a season's
program is the probable gross of each
film. In response to a question as to
how a company could determine gross
before release of a picture, the Universal executive said, "If we didn't
know what they were going to gross,
we wouldn't be in business very long."
In borrowing and lending talent, no
distinction is made between independent and major producers, Work asserted. To illustrate this point, he
stated that Universal had borrowed
players from Republic Pictures and
had reciprocated by lending its own
talent to Republic.
According to his testimony, Work
owns no interest in any theatres or in
any other motion picture concern.

Motion

Unions

to Keep

Increase,

Says

Picture

5
Rule

10%
Bioff

(Continued from page 1)
figures, but none was forthcoming,"
Bioff said. "The producers asked to
have the wage and hour situation arbitrated, but we said we wouldn't do
that. We intend to keep our wage inBioff added that before the unions
crease."
will
consent to a wage cut, studios will
have to show retrenchments in production costs and slashes in all big
salaries for contract players, stars, directors, writers, etc.
The LA. leader added:
"The studio unions are entitled to
what they're asking, and they intend
to fight to the last ditch."
Conference Rejects Bioff
Resignation, Praises Him
Hollywood, Feb. 20. — The Conference of A. F. of L. Studio Unions today refused to accept the resignation
of William Bioff, its chairman, and in
a resolution excoriated the action of
Governor Olson in signing extradition papers at the request of "CIO, the
Communist party and anti-labor emThe ployer
Conference
voted to continue
groups."
discussions with producers on the 10
per cent wage increase controversy and
also to push negotiations for improved
working conditions.
Hal Mohr, president of Photographers Local No. 659, I.A.T.S.E., was
added to the negotiating committee.
One spokesman for the Conference
said: "We want Bioff to negotiate for
us even if he has to use the long distance telephone to do it."
The resolution lauded Bioff's efforts
in negotiating wage increases for
studio crafts.

'Remember'

Daily

Scores

$21,500 in Buffalo
Buffalo, Feb. 20. — "Remember the
Night," aided by Martha Ray and her
revue on the stage, did $21,500 at the
Buffalo, second only to the $25,500
madethird
by week
"Goneat With
the Wind"
its
the Great
Lakes. in
Estimated takings for the week ending Feb. 17 :
"Remember the Night" (Para.)
BUFFALO — (3,000) (30c-35c-5Sc) 7 days.
Martha Ray and her revue on stage and
D'Artega $12,000)
and orchestra. Gross: $21,500.
(Average,
"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
GREAT LAKES— (3,000) (75c-$1.10-$l.SO) 7
days, 3rd week. Gross: $25,500. (Average
at 30c -50c, $7,500)
"A Chump at Oxford" (U. A.)
"Young As You Feel" (20th-Fox)
HIPPODROME — (2,500) (25c-35c) 7 days.
Gross: $8,000. (Average, $6,800)
"The Return of Dr. X" (W. B.)
"Mexican Spitfire" (RKO)
TWENTIETH
CENTURY— (3,500) (25c35c) 7 days. Gross: $6,800. (Average, $6,800)
"Tower of London" (Univ.)
"Little Accident" (Univ.)
LAFAYETTE— (3,300) (25c-35c) 7 days.
Gross: $11,700. (Average, $6,300)

4. On that date, the Government will
examine Barney Balaban, Paramount
president, and Neil F. Agnew, vicepresident and distribution head.
Ned E. Depinet, RKO vice-president and distribution head, who had
been scheduled for examination today,
Next Examination March 4;
was excused to permit him to make a
Balaban, Agnew to Testify
business trip. William Mallard, RKO
Due to the unavailability of RKO general counsel, who was substituted
executives this week there will be no for Depinet, subsequently was excused
further pre-trial examinations of com- due to a death in his family. Other
pany officers by the Government in the RKO executives were not available
New York anti-trust suit until March but will be examined at later dates.

'Legal Bicycling'
"Legal bicycling" will be
used by M-G-M to show
"Gone With the Wind" at the
Naval Academy at Annapolis
on Feb. 28. With the only
print in the city being used
for the regular run at the
Circle Theatre, each reel of
the 24-reel film will be "bicycled"astoit
theis Academy
torium
run off ataudithe
theatre's matineee performance.

In

Games
North

Illegal
Carolina

Raleigh, N. C, Feb. 20— Attorney
General Harry McMullan of North
Carolina has ruled that theatre Bank
Night is illegal in the state.
In response to queries as to the legality of various forms of theatre
games, where prizes are given to holders of certain numbers, the attorney
general declared :
"The attorney general's office has
taken the position that all forms of
Bank Night are in violation of the.
state laws on lotteries and inquirers
Walker
Gives Views
have been so informed, but Bank
Night continues to be held in some localities of the state. The attorney
OnN.Y.Film-Making
general
can only issue rulings, the
Former Mayor James J. Walker
believes that not more than 10 per enforcement of laws being in the hands
of local officials and prosecutions in
cent, and probably less, of the industhe
hands of district solicitors."
production can be centered
in Newtry's total
York.
Roosevelt, Argosy
"We cannot expect a 200 million
dollar industry to be moved bodily
Set First U. A. Films
from Hollywood to New York," he
Hollywood, Feb. 20. — James
said. "But a small part of it can be
Roosevelt, president of Globe Producset up here, and I believe it will."
tions, today disclosed that his first film
Walker
supportsproduction
Mayor LaGuardia's
move
to revive
here and for United Artists release will be
plans to confer with him again on the based on the life of the noted Amersubject. During the years that
ican educator, Horace Mann. Houston Branch has been assigned to write
Walker was Mayor there was con- the screenplay.
siderable production in New York by
the major companies and others.
John Ford's recently formed ArThe former mayor, who lately has
gosy Corp. has bought Eugene
been renewing contacts in the film O'Neill's "The Long Voyage Home"
production. It will be dibusiness, believes "it is feasible to as its first
rected by Ford from a screenplay by
create a strong national organization
of exhibitors, such as we had years Dudley Nichols on the Walter Wanger lot and with Wanger facilities.
Walker said he referred to the
The film will be distributed in 1940-'41
M.P.T.O.A., of which he was general as
one of the Wanger releases for
United Artists.
counsel in its early davs.
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Tips

on

Exploitation
Cinderella Stunt
Planned for 'Wind'
Rome, N. Y., Feb. 20.— Joe Kallet
has worked out a tiein for advance
exploitation of "Gone With the
Wind," which opens at the Capitol
here Feb. 28. Kallet, in conjunction
with Jack Walsh, M-G-M exploiteer
f__ the Albany office, has one of the
diVoSes used by Vivian Leigh in the
picture on display in a department
store. The Rome Sentinel is running a contest in conjunction with
Kallet, to find the girl who can best
fit the measurements of Vivian Leigh.
The winning contestant will appear
at the opening performance with
Rome's sole Confederate soldier, one
of the few left North of the Mason
and Dixon line.
National Guard Unit
Aids '69th' Opening
Middletown, N. Y., Feb. 20. ■—
Harry C. Stowell, manager of the
Paramount, arranged with the local
National Guard company for two motorized field units to be placed in
front of the house at the opening of
"The Fighting 69th." The company
paraded to the house, accompanied by
their drum and bugle corps.
Contest Plugging
'Passage' Opening
In connection with the world premiere of "Northwest Passage" at the
Pinney, Boise, Idaho, yesterday, a
contest was held to find a local girl
whose physical measurements most
nearly approach those of Ruth Hussey, who plays Elizabeth Browne in
the picture. The winner served as
official hostess at the opening, wearing
a costume used by the actress in
the role.
'Edison' Advance
Campaign Is Set
M-G-M's advertising compaign on
"Young Tom Edison" includes reference to "Edison the Man," second
film on the inventor, now in production. First of a series of advance
ads appeared in papers Feb. 11, anniversary of Edison's birth. Ads are
being run in 133 papers with a combined circulation of 25,000,000: Fullpage ads will appear in 17 magazines.
Niagara Falls Tieup
On 'Many Husbands'
Exploitation on Columbia's "Too
Many Husbands" features a tieup with
Mayor Ernest Mirrington of Niagara
Falls, capitalized in the 24-sheet campaign as the "honeymoon heaven.''
The city is sending out circulars and
other material to attract honeymooners, in a tieup on the film.
Paramount Sponsors
Song Writing Test
Paramount has closed a deal with
Fawcett Publications for a songpoem contest in True Confessions Magazine. The winner will be paid regular royalties for copies sold, recordings and other income. In addition to radio time and sheet music
publication, the song will be featured
in a forthcoming Harry Sherman
production for Paramount.

Motion

Theatre

Picture

and

Griffith Opens House
Oklahoma City, Feb. 20. — The
Griffith Amusement Co. has opened a
new theatre, the Seminole, in Seminole, Okla., with Foster Lyman as
manager. The circuit has acquired
the Pettit from Fred Vincent at
Hominy, Okla.
Closes One, Reopens Another
Kansas City, Feb. 20. — The Lyric
at Marysville, Kan., has been closed
by Lee Sproule, and the Isis there
reopened by the same operator.
Sproule has installed new booth and
projection equipment and otherwise
remodeled the house.

7

Daily

Personnel

Milady's Losses
San Francisco, Feb. 20. — A
late model, streamlined corset is among lost articles of
last year's
stillhere.
uncalled for collection
at the Fox
Total losses for the year exceeded 1,600 articles. Ninety
per cent belonged to women,
and 65 per cent of these feminine losses were gloves!

Notes

Plan Indianapolis Drive-Ins
Indianapolis, Feb. 20. — This city
will have two drive-in theatres this
summer. In addition to one now under construction on the northwestern
edge of town, work will begin soon
on a $60,000, 500-automobile outdoor
house in Broad Ripple amusement
park. The park is owned by Oscar
Baur, Terre Haute brewer.
Quits Oklahoma House
Pawhuska, Okla., Feb. 20. — Ray
Wellman, manager of the State here,
operated by Southwestern Theatres,
Inc., of Oklahoma City, has resigned
and been replaced by Charles Mohler.

Three Join Warners
Cleveland, Feb. 20. — Nat Wolf,
division manager of Warner Ohio
Reopen in Schenectady
Manages in Philadelphia
theatres, has made three additions to
Schenectady, Feb. 20. — The New
Philadelphia, Feb. 20. — William the advertising department. Emanuel
Metro, formerly the Mount Pleasant,
F. Gerst, publicity director for Wil- C. Pearlstein will be in charge of all has
reopened under the operation of
liam C. Hunt's theatres in southern publicity and advertising for War- Robert
Brodkin, New York exhibitor,
New Jersey resorts has taken over the
ners' houses in Ohio. David Bachner
after complete renovation.
is
his
new
first
assistant
and
publicity
management of Hunt's Rockland here.
He will stay here until the regular director for the Hippodrome with ArAcquires Oklahoma Theatre
nold Nathanson his assistant.
summer season starts.
Oklahoma City, Feb. 20. — F. R.
Sells Black Hills Interest
Evergreen Circuit Changes
Moran, office manager for the Republic exchange here, has acquired the
Denver, Feb. 20. — Leo Peterson has
Spokane, Wash., Feb. 20. — Evergreen Theatres have made several Ritz, 350-seat house in Pawnee, Okla.
sold his interest in the Black _ Hills
Amusement Co., to Charles Klein and manager changes. J. C. Ewing, reClose Watervliet House
John A. Bertalero, the other partners.
cently with the Seattle office of UniWatervliet, N. Y., Feb. 20. — The
versal, disposed of theatre interests
Bertalero will also manage the comat Bonners Ferry, Idaho, to take Empire, reopened for several weeks
pany houses in Rapid City, S. D.
charge of the Orpheum. Williard R. by Yawchak & Monticup, has closed
Plans Iowa Theatre
Seale moved from the Orpheum to the
Des Moines, Feb. 20. — The Pioneer Liberty, replacing E. A. Rose, reBuilding Long Island City House
again.
Theatre Corp. has leased a building signed.
Morris Keutisker is erecting a new
at Spencer, Iowa, which is being reHeads Theatre Company
600-seat theatre in Long Island City.
modeled for a theatre. The new theatre will give the company three in
Spokane, Wash., Feb. 20. — Mrs. House is expected to open June 1.
Edna
Wilma Simons, Missoula, Mont.,
Spencer.
Highbridge House Sold
was elected president of the Dream
Sells Oklahoma House
Theatre Corp. at the annual meeting
Highbridge, Highbridge, N. J., has
Perkins, Okla., Feb. 20. — Charles of stockholders in Coeur d'Alene, been acquired by the Highbridge
Hudgens has sold the Lyric here to Idaho. E. K. Taylor was named vice- Corp., of which John Geyser is head.
W. J. Martin, operator of theatres treasurer.
president, and Fred Ketch, secretaryPace Buys Theatre
at Jay, Disney and Oilton, Okla., The
Lyric is a 300-seat house.
Audorn, la., Feb. 20. — Harry Pace
Howard Replaces Wahl
has purchased the Capitol at Hartley,
Altec Contract Renewed
Oklahoma City, Feb. 20.- — Ross Iowa, from C. E. Werden.
The Schine Circuit has renewed ser- Howard has replaced Don Wahl at
vice contracts with Altec for 110 the 20th Century-Fox exchange here
Shea Opens Theatre
theatres in New York State, Ohio, as assistant ad sales manager. Wahl
Buffalo, Feb. 20. — Shea Theatres
Maryland, and Kentucky. Bert San- recently went to the Memphis ex- has opened the Lackawanna here.
ford negotiated for Altec.
change as ad sales manager.
Robert W. Case is manager.
Austin Back in Denver

Renew

Altec Contract

Denver, Feb. 20. — Vern Austin has
Theatrical Managers, Inc., have renewed contracts for Altec service for
returned to Denver after resigning as
manager of the State, a Robert Mapel 14 theatres and have added the Strand,
house, at North Platte, Neb. He was in Muncie, Ind., to the service consucceeded by his brother, Lee Austin.
tract. F. C. Dickely and E. C. Shriver
negotiated for Altec.
Building in Illinois
Plan Drive-In Theatre
St. Louis, Feb. 20. — Harry Tanner,
theatre owner at Pana, 111., is building
Milwaukee, Feb. 20. — A building
another house there, to be named the
permit has been let for the construcRoseland.
tion of a $30,000 drive-in outdoor film
theatre
just west of the city to accomBuys House in Iowa
modate 700 cars. The theatre will be
Allison, la., Feb. 20. — C. L. Spen- the first of its kind in Wisconsin.
ser, of Waterloo, la., has purchased
the Allison from H. L. Germer. The
Malco Buys Theatre
theatre is being remodeled.
Hot Springs, Ark., Feb. 20. — The
Malco Theatre Corp. has purchased
Remodel K. C. Liberty
the Star here from J. G. Blaschke.
Kansas City, Feb. 20. — The Lib- The theatre will be remodeled. C. H.
erty, downtown subsequent operated DuVall will be manager.
by
Dubinsky Brothers, is being remodeled.
Open Vancouver Theatre
Vancouver, B. C, Feb. 20. — ForRogatnick Transferred
merly operated only a few weeks of
Kansas City, Feb. 20. — Joseph Ro- the year for presentation of stage
gatnick has been transferred from plays, the Little Theatre has been
Minneapolis to the Universal ex- completely renovated and re-equipped
as a suburban motion picture house.
change here as district booker.

Leases St. Louis House
St. Louis, Feb. 20. — Tony Matreci,
manager of the Uptown, has leased
the Lyric in downtown St. Louis.
Gaiety to Be Demolished
The Gaiety, 600-seat Cocalis unit in
Elizabeth, will be demolished.
Charter Cinema Club
Cincinnati, Feb. 20. — Articles of
incorporation have been filed by the
Cincinnati Cinema Club, No. 1, which
is described as purely social in character. Membership is limited to film
and accessory salesmen serving the
industry. Incorporators are Rudy
Knoepfle,
Republicsalesman,
salesman, and
Pete John
Niland,
Columbia
M. Allen, M-G-M

salesman.

'Commandment? Remake
Hollywood, Feb. 20. — Tyrone
Power will be starred in "The Great
Commandment," which 20th CenturyFox will remake from a film produced
bv Cathedral Pictures. Irving Pichel,
director of the original, will guide
the remake.

8

Motion

Picture

Wednesday, February 21, 1940

Daily

Theatres
RCA

Radio
FCC's
For

Rely

Awaiting
Brevities

More

on

Radio

Signal

Tele'

Sets

RCA will abandon efforts to market
television sets on a large scale unless
the F.C.C. grants permission for limited commercialization for the new
medium, briefs submitted to the Commission by RCA attorneys declare.
Construction of facilities for network
telecasts will be begun if such permission isgranted, the briefs state.
RCA does not ask for the freezing
of standards but asks for the present adoption of RMA standards.

T^INNISH Relief Fund is offering exclusive rights to broadcast the
All-Star baseball game at Tampa, Fla., to the major networks, and
is seeking competitive bids for the rights. Any funds received will be
used for relief purposes. No appeal for contributions will be made
over the air, but the Fund will be mentioned. Gate receipts at the game
also will go to the Fund.

More Stations Drop Coughlin
Stations carrying the Sunday
talks of the Rev. Charles E.
Coughlin have dropped from 60 to
45, according to the N.A.B., as
the result of the adoption of the
broadcasters' code last Fall. Father
Coughlin's contracts with N.A.B.
stations will expire on Sept. 1 and
"Of course, receiving sets will be will not be renewed, it was said.
improved from year to year as automobiles are improved from year to
Personalities in the News
year, but there is nothing now upon
the technical horizon which gives any
John E. Finneran, formerly viceindication that any fundamental president of Benton & Bowles, has
change is imminent," the briefs stated. joined Warwick & Legler as a vice"Hundreds will be given employment president. . . . Milton Katims, Muin the manufacture of new sets, and tual's conductor, will be soloist at
thousands will find new ways to earn a "Friends of Music" concert at Town
a livelihood in this new industry. Hall on Sunday, March 3. . . . Bea
Without limited commercialization, Wain will be interviewed by Rosalind
tonight at
RCA will not engage in the large- Sherman over WNEW
scale manufacture of television re- 7:30 P.M.
ceiving sets (with the resulting em"Lone Wolf" in Air Show
ployment of hundreds of workers),
and we believe this same thing is true
"Good News of 1940" will dramatize a scene from the Columbia film,
of others in the industry.
"The
Lone Wolf Strikes," over NBC"If limited commercialization is per- Red tomorrow
evening. Warren Wilmitted, RCA will begin the construcliam and Eric Blore, who appear in
tion of facilities for the automatic
film, and Iris Meredith will be
relay by radio of television programs the
heard.
between New York and one or two
other cities. If limited commercialiProgram News
zation isdenied, there will be no supBill Stern will be sponsored by Axport for such an undertaking."
ton Fisher Tobacco Co. in a series
of sports commentaries for 52 weeks
over WJZ, starting Monday, March
Warners
Are Sued
4. Stern will be heard Mondays
Over First Run Pact through Fridays for 10 minutes at
6:15 P. M. . . . Bond Stores return
New Haven, Feb. 20. — Seeking
$25,000 damages and an injunction re- as sponsors of the 7:15 to 7 :30 A. M.
straining performance of second run part of Phil Cook's "Morning Alcontract in Windsor, the Lampert
manac" over WABC, starting March
Theatre of Windsor, Inc., has brought 4. . . . Edgar Bergen is reported to
suit against Warners, returnable be considering bringing his show to
March 5 to the Superior Court for New York for several weeks in the
near future. . . . More than 2,000 apNew Haven County.
plications have flooded WHN since
The complaint, signed by Herman
former
Mayor
James J. Walker anM. Levy, alleges that the plaintiff,
nounced he would preside over the
operator of the 600-seat Windsor,
Windsor, Conn., purchased a first-run "Original Opportunity Hour."
contract from Warners in September,
1939, with the understanding that the
company would not sell a second- 'Northwest Passage9
Opens in Idaho City
run in Windsor. Subsequently, it is
claimed, Warners sold second run
Boise, Idaho, Feb. 20.— M-G-M's
with a clearance of 14 days to the "Northwest
Passage" was given its
world
premiere at the Pinney Theatre
competitive Plaza Playhouse, operated by Max, Maurice and Joseph here tonight. Attending from the
Shulman of Hartford.
studio were Ilona Massey, Isabel Jewell, Virginia Grey and Alan Curtis.
At the opening were Gov. C. A. BotNewark
Suit Names
tolfsen of Idaho, Mayor J. L. Straight
of Boise, officials of the state and
Majors, M. P. P.D.A. other Idaho cities. The opening was
An anti-trust suit naming the M.P. broadcast over KIDO and a western
P.D.A. in addition to eight major NBC network.
distributors was filed in Federal court
at Newark by Westor Theatres and
RKO Claims Hearing
Janbert Amusement Corp., present and
Hearing on an application to fix
former operators of the Windsor,
three claims against RKO was set for
West Orange.
March 5 at 2:30 P. M. by Federal
The action alleges violation of the Judge Bondy yesterday. Claims are
Sherman and Clayton anti-trust laws those of RCA for $18,565, Lehman
and asks triple damages of $279,000. Bros, for $9,098 and Lehman Corp.
Defendant companies had not been tor $4,511. They are based upon an
served in the action yesterday and, agreement made by RKO in floating
unaware of its existence, declined to an $11,600,000 loan in 1931 to pay for
transfer taxes.
comment.

262 in Broadcast Music
Sixteen additional stations
have joined Broadcast Music,
Inc., during the past week,
bringing the total to 262, Neville Miller, president, stated
yesterday. Miller also disclosed that Milton Rettenberg, composer and arranger,
and Robert B. Sour, lyricist,
have been added to the
BMI staff.
Fashions via Television
A three-ring fashion parade will
be presented by NBC's television station in three metropolitan department
stores on Friday from 2:30 P. M. to
3 :30. Receivers will be installed at
Franklin Simon's, Loeser's in Brooklyn, and
Bamberger's
in Newark.
Fashion
editors
will be taken
aloft in
a United Airlines plane in which a
television set has been installed.

To

Aid

Grosses

Broadway film and legitimate stage
theatres have turned to spot announcements to bolster their grosses and local
ladio stations have shown a marked
increase in revenue from these sources
in the past six months, a survey^eveals.
ms,\WNEW yesterday announced LJne
signing of two one-year contracts with
Paramount and 20th Century-Fox and
the Roxy. Paramount will sponsor
three quarter-hours per week on the
"Make Believe Ballroom" program
for films to be exhibited at the Paramount. 20th Century-Fox has signed
tor 251 spot announcements to be used
during the year for films at the Roxy
and other houses.
WQXR also has a one-year contract with Fox for spot announcements.
Principal users of spot announcements in the legitimate field are the
Shuberts for "Hellzapoppin'," "Streets
of Paris"
and "Folies
Bergere."
Herman Shumlin
and the
Playwrights
Company have
also stations.
used spot announcements on local

The Duane Theatre Corp. sponsors
"Harlem Amateur Night" over WMCA. It originates from the Apollo.
M-G-M, Columbia and United Artists
Honor WOR's Staff
also have used spot announcements for
The technical staff of WOR's transmitter will be honored by Western some films, but Paramount and Fox
Electric Co. at a luncheon today at are the most consistent advertisers.
WNEW is the station used most,
the Hotel Astor when F. R. Lack,
representing W.E., will present a the survey reveals, with WOR, WQXR, WMCA and WHN following in
plaque to J. R. Poppele, WOR chief
engineer, for flawless performance dur- close order. WHN is used considering 1939. WOR operated 8,221 hours
ably
owns the stationbybutLoew's,
other which
film companies
and
ure.
last year without a single power failstage producers also have purchased
lime.
English

Bank

Credit

Only for Quota Films
London, Feb. 20. — The Films Council today determined that only films
fulfilling the stipulations of the present Quota Act may be financed by
the proposed Film Credit Bank. The
decision followed a long argument
over the demand of labor that films
financed by the Credit Bank use 100
per cent English personnel.
The Cinematograph Exhibitors Association executive council today completed its views on new film legislation for submission to the Board of
Trade. It is understood that the
memorandum will suggest a maximum
10 per cent exhibitor quota. Exhibitors claim they need 30 to 40 American-sponsored films and a reserve of
independent production.
British producers are urging British films subsidized by the Credit
Bank and to be distributed through an
independent Government organization.
W.

B. Loses

Equity

Plea
Actors
Equity over
council 'Borneo*
yesterday denied the request of Warner Bros, for
five weeks of rehearsal time for the
production
of "Romeo
Juliet,"
which
will star
Laurence and
Olivier
and
Vivian Leigh. Warners based its request on the fact that the show would
be a spectacle and therefore came untacles.der Equity's rules relating to spec-

Six

Pre-Releases

Paramount
scheduled
six preSet has
for
'Cyclops'
release test engagements of "Dr.
Cyclops" in as many cities and has
assigned special exploitation men to
handle each engagement.
The "tests" will be conducted in
Kansas City and Denver, March 6,
with Maxwell Joice and Leon Benson,
respectively, handling the exploitation ;
Hartford and Providence, March 7,
with Thomas Jefferson on exploitation ;Altoona, March 8, with Charles
Perry on exploitation, and Nashville,
March 9, with Bud Getschall on exNational release has been set for
ploitation.
April 5.

n
s
ssio
York'
Law
Tax
Admi
New
fy
Clari
Albany, Feb. 20. — Senator Thomas
C. Desmond and Assemblyman Abbot
Low Moffat have proposed an amendment to their public housing law to
avoid the confusion now existing on
the
municipalities'
permissive
on
tickets
to help defray
housingtaxcosts.
The amendment clarifies the law,
calling for a tax of one cent on admissions up to 50 cents and two cents
on tickets from 51 cents to 99 cents.
In the existing law it was not clear
whether 50-cent tickets were liable to
a one or two-cent tax. As yet no municipality has levied an admission tax.
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Facts

File Answers
Suit Queries

Twentieth Century-Fox Film Corp.
and Paramount Pictures on Wednesday filed answers in U. S. District
Court to the first 24 Government interrogatories covering details of their
financial structure and that of their
affiliated companies.
Paramount treated 11 of these questions as being confidential in nature,
refusing to reveal its figures on profits,
grosses and financial obligations.
Twentieth Century-Fox, on the other
hand, filed answers to all 24 questions.
Twentieth Century-Fox set forth a
complete list of its stockholders. Of
those holding common stock, the largest are Chase National Bank, 221,157
shares ; General Theatres Equipment
Corp., 185,600 shares ; William Goetz,
184,642 shares ; Darryl F. Zanuck,
122,129 shares; and Joseph M.
Schenck, 12,542 shares.
The three principal holders of preferred stock of the company are
stated to be Chase National Bank
(Continued on page 11)
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'Wind'

Chicago Drive
Free Tavern

Hits
Films

Chicago, Feb. 22. — Police
have started a campaign to
halt the showing of 16 mm.
sound pictures in taverns,
claiming that keepers do not
have film permits. Breweries
have been supplying equipment and films. Pictures
shown are usually fight films
and travelogues.
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Ends

Say
Leaders
Hollywood, Feb. 22. — "Gone With
the Wind" has passed the $9,000,000
Ask Producers for Early
gross mark !
This was the figure reached at the
Resumption of Talks
beginning of the current week and is
computed on actual theatre receipts,
according to William F. Rodgers,
Hollywood, Feb. 22. — Studio unions
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer general sales will carry out their Nov. 25 agreemanager, currently here conferring
ment concerning arbitration of the
with studio officials.
10 per cent wage increase issue,
"The surface hasn't even been spokesmen for the Conference of
American Federation of Labor Studio
scratched," said Rodgers in reporting Unions said today.
that the sum represents receipts at
slightly more than 200 theatres.
This is in contradiction to statements made to the press in Chicago
A total of 517 bookings has been
set on "Gone With the Wind" in 477 by William Bioff, I.A.T.S.E. leadcities. In some of these cities, the
er, who tomorrow morning will have
run.
film has already terminated its initial a hearing on a writ of habeas corpus under which he was released
pending
disposition of his case intence.
At the 70 per cent figure net as rent(Continued on page 11)
volving a 1922 unfinished jail sen-

Hollywood, Feb. 22. — James Roosevelt, president of Globe Productions,
shortly will begin production of short
subjects designed for automatic projectors. The plan was disclosed with the
signing of a contract yesterday between Globe and Mills Novelty Co.,
the largest distributor-manufacturer of
automatic entertainment machines.
Roosevelt will produce one short
est Production
subject in sound each week at the Bigg
United Artists Studio, in either 16
Year for Republic
mm. or 35 mm., to meet the needs of
various models of automatic machines.
Hollywood, Feb. 22. — Republic's
The average length of the subjects heaviest production program in its history will be effected during the next
will be two and a half to three minfour and a half months, Herbert J.
utes, but the lengths will vary.
The contract calls for the immediate Yates, chairman of the board, announced in disclosing that 16 features
incorporation of a separate company
11 westerns will be finished and
owned jointly by Globe and Mills, for and
released by July 1.
the leasing of equipment and the disSign 200 Publicists
tribution of the subjects.
Here with James R. Grainger, ReThere have been various plans in
public president, for conferences with
To Studio Contracts
Western division sales managers and
the past for the creation of "cocktail
Hollywood, Feb. 22. — One year and lounge circuits," through the use of studio executives on the forthcoming
automatic
projectors which would quarter, Yates said that two features,
five days after the start of negotiations, individual studios yesterday be- project a short film for a nickel or a "Women in War" and "Wagons
gan the signing of Screen Publicists dime, but this is believed to be the Westward," would have high budgets.
Guild contracts. Approximately 200 first deal calling for actual produc- Republic's top budget release for the
tion. Globe will make the shorts in
publicity department members in 14
Spring will be "The Dark Command,"
studios are affected. Contracts cover addition to its regular feature releases now
nearing
completion.
feafor
United
Artists
release.
(Continued
on pageAnother
8)
wages or working conditions, or both.
The contract was signed by the
Guild on Tuesday and sent to the
studios yesterday morning from the
Plays
Revived
But
office of Pat Casey, producers' labor Tabloid
contact. Only the Sol Lesser Productions and Selznick International are
not parties to the contract.
Film
Houses
Doubt
Vogue
The contract will take effect as
(Continued on page 11)
Broadway houses on a stage show and stage show houses point out that
policy are not enthusiastic about the the idea has been tried before, alRoss Executives Set
though on no extensive scale since
practical advantages of presenting onehour condensations of stage plays in 1932 and 1933, and that it failed to
Miami Beach Parley connection with film programs.
prove its practicability as a regular
Executives of Ross Federal Service
Such a condensation of "Kiss the policy at that time.
Such productions average about
Corp. will hold a conference in Miami
is being
offeredConn.,
cur- twice the cost of the usual stage
Beach next week. Harry A. Ross, Boys Goodbye"
rently at the Palace,
Stamford,
president, is already at the Southern where it was booked for one week shows and generally fail to draw unless the show has been a hit on
resort, and other executives are ex- on a test basis through the offices of
the
NBC
Artists
Service.
Broadway
and several big names are
pected to leave here over the week(Continued on page 4)
end.
Operators of leading Broadway film

Bioff said that the unions would
never surrender the wage boost until producers first showed that they
had reduced
production
cuts and
(Continued on page 4)
New

Air

Drafted

Contracts
by

Ascap

Ascap's new contracts for radio
broadcasters, to replace current pacts
expiring next January, will be disthe music onlicensing
board ofcussed bydirectors
Feb. 29.society's
Formula for the new contracts as
developed
by Ascap's
committee,
was
discussed
recently radio
by Gene
Buck,
Ascap president ; John G. Paine, general manager, and Charles Schwartz,
Ascap counsel, in Phoenix, Ariz.,
where ness.
Buck
is reccvering
illPaine will
return to from
New anYork
on Monday
Buck's will
recommendations, and thewith
proposals
go to the
board next Thursday. The board may
(Continued on page 11)
B. &

K. Plans

Test

Of Single Features
Chicago, Feb. 22. — Balaban & Katz,
starting Sunday, will experiment with
single features in three of its largest
suburban theatres to learn the public
reaction.
Balaban & Katz has had a double
feature policy for the past three years.
In view of B. & K.'s experiment,
11 independent houses, also on Chicago's West Side, have declared that
they will follow suit and continue on
(Continued on page 11)
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Motion

Present
i

Quigley

Awards
►

GOLDENSON, ParaLEONARDmount home
office theatre executive, returned from a Southern business trip yesterday. Leon Netter is
expected from Florida on Monday, the
ny's rethe compa
last to return from ss
meeting, which
cent southern busine
also drew Austin C. Keough, Sam
Dembow, Jr., and M. F. Gowthorpe
from the home office.
•
Joseph Bernhard, general manager
of Warner Theatres, is convalescing so
satisfactorily at Lenox Hill Hospital
that physicians are planning to let
him begin handling correspondence
from his bedside. However, no visitors are yet allowed.
•
Fred W. Lange, general European
representative for Paramount, who
was expected here from Europe yesterday by Clipper, has been delayed at
Lisbon. He is now scheduled to arrive this weekend, weather permitting.
•
J. A. McConville, Columbia foreign manager, is scheduled to sail on
the Santa Elena today for a two
months'
business and
triptheto West
Central
and
South America
Indies.
•
Mrs. Anna Ruth Moskowitz,
mother of Charles C, Joseph, Martin, Harry and Arthur Moskowitz,
was given a birthday party by her sons
Wednesday night.
Tom Walker, vice-president and
Eastern representative of Hal Roach
Prod., will leave the Coast by train
for New York today.
•
William J. Lee, father of Arthur
Lee, Gaumont-British and Baird Television representative here, is seriously
ill at his home.
•
Lynn Farnol, United Artists advertising and publicity director, is expected back from the Coast on Monday.
•
James Mulvey, Samuel Goldwyn's eastern representative, is expected back from the Coast on Monday.
•
Harry Shaw, Loew-Poli division
manager in New Haven, and Mrs.
Shaw expect to leave for California
and Mexico March 10.
•
Lou Schaefer, manager
of the
Paramount, New Haven, is continuing
his work despite an eye operation.
•
Phil Gravitz, M-G-M booker in
New Haven, is recuperating after an
emergency appendicitis operation.
; Jack Gilford will leave for Hollywood next week.
WANTED
Salesmen acquainted with exhibitors in the East to introduce
a constructive box office stimulant. Premium men preferred. This
offer endorsed by the National
Committee for Education. Write
National Committee for Education, 122 East 42nd Street, New
York City or phone MUrray Hill
5-5190.
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Hollywood. Feb. 22. — Presentation
of the 1939 Quigley Grand Awards to
Ray Bell and Lige Brien will be held
here March 12. The ceremonies will
follow a luncheon to be given by Martin Quigley at the Victor Hugo Restaurant. Studio executives, stars and
directors will attend.
The winners, who will arrive March
11 as guests of Quigley Publications,
will be entertained in a program arranged by a committee of studio publicity directors.
Members of the committee are :
Russell Birdwell, Russell Birdwell &
Associates ; Harry Brand, 20th Century-Fox; Walter Compton, Republic ;J. Leroy Johnston, Wanger ProductionJohn
;
Joseph, Universal ; Jock
Lawrence, Goldwyn ; Cliff Lewis.
Paramount ; Billy Leyser, Fine Arts ;
Perry Lieber, RKO ; Murphy McHenry, Edward Small Productions ;
William Pierce, Monogram ; Tom
Petty, M. P. P. D. A.; Lou Smith,
Columbia ; Howard Strickling,
M-G-M; Frank Seltzer, Hal Roach
Studios ; Robert Taplinger, Warners ;
Al Vaughan, Principal.

Preparing

Report on Industry
London, Feb. 22.— The British Government early in
March will publish a white
paper exhaustively analyzing
conditions in the film industry, and detailing plans for
new legislation affecting the
industry.

'Pinocchio'
Fight

Grosses

Weather

Odds

Newsreel
Parade
There are no outstanding events in
the new issues. Reels and their contents folloiv:
MOVIETONE NEWS, No. 48—Britain
guards
Hong Kong.
force
in formation
nights. Sweden's
Annual air
cleaning
of Florida marineland. Lew Lehr. CKetairy
in Virginia.
Vyvyan Golden
D""ces
ner maneuvers
models leave
for Florida.
Glove boutshibition.in BoatNew
York.
Skating
exrace.
NEWS OF THE DAY, No. 246— British
troops in Hong Kong. Clean aquarium in
Florida.
Swedish
training. Golden
Fashions. Hobby
horse air
fad force
in Chicago.
Glove finals. Outboard motor boat race on

Second week of "Pinocchio" at the
Center ended with a gross of just "PARAMOUNT NEWS, No. 51— Speed
boat race off Seattle. Australian envoy
under $40,000, after adverse weather arrives
on Coast. Test new water wings.
conditions which affected at least three American
ambulances in French army.
Adolph Zukor received by Chilean Presidays of the week's business.
dent in Valparaiso. New aircraft carrier
After-effects
last week's
trial run. Marriage boom in Chicago.
zard were felt onof Thursday,
the blizfirst in
Golden Glove bouts in New York. Ice
day of the second week, but with ca- revue in Chicago.
PATHE Air
NEWS,
No. in63—Australia.
Elections
pacity business over the weekend, the inRKO
Louisiana.
cadets
house seemed in a fair way to over- Dutch ice breaker off Holland coast. Setcome this, only to be hit by an allter
dog show.Golden
Australian
dor inwinsCalifornia.
Gloves. ambassaday rain on Monday and adverse
UNIVERSAL
NEWSREEL,
No. 63— New
weather conditions throughout most
of Tuesday.
airplane
carrier
tested.
Britain's
and
Queen review troops. Lebrun King
inspects
French naval base. British lumberjacks
The house was at capacity again aid
troops. Florida aquarium gets Spring
Bell, publicity director Loew's throughout Washington's Birthday cleaning. Easter hat fashions. Culinary
Washington Theatres, and Brien, man- holiday
yesterday and with any sort exhibition in Chicago. Hobby horse race
ager of Warner's Prince Theatre, of weather "break" over the week- in Chicago. Mobile restaurant in New
York. Ice revue in Chicago. Golden
\mbridge, Pa., were voted their honend should stand a good chance of Glove bouts at Madison Square Garden.
ors at the judging for the 1939
Awards in New York on Feb. 30. bettering in its third week the first
week's gross of $45,000.
"I Take This Woman," with stage Quigley in Film Talk
Bertha Snyder succeeds Kath- show, at the Music Hall grossed an
At Loyola University
lene Gannon as secretary to D. C. estimated $62,000. "Abe Lincoln in
Los Angeles, Feb. 22. — Before a
Kennedy, manager of the M-G-M Illinois" opened there yesterdav. At convocation
of 600 members of the
exchange in Des Moines. Miss Gan- the Strand, "The Story of Dr. Ehr- faculty and student body of Loyola
non resigned.
lich's Magic Bullet" opens today with University at Los Angeles yesterday,
•
Tommy Tucker and his band heading
Martin Quigley discussed current
Norman Elson, general sales man- the stage show.
tures.
trends and influences in motion picager of Film Alliance of the U. S.,
and Mrs. Elson are the parents of a
boy born at the Huntington Long Hearing on Goldwyn
Island Hospital.
George Sussman Feted
Korda Plea Tuesday
•
George Sussman of the 20th Century-Fox print department was given
J. S. Harrington, manager of Mon- leave
Samuel
Goldwyn'sAlexander
application
for
to examine
Korda
ogram's film and accessory depart- before trial of the Goldwyn action in a luncheon at the Park Central Hotel
ment, confers with F. E. Judd today
Wednesday on his transfer to Buffalo
District court here to be re- as booker. He is succeeded at the
at
the company's branch in Des U. S. leased
Moines.
from his United Artists conby Irving Mills. Suss•
tract has been postponed to next Tues- home manoffice
is a brother of William Sussday. The motion originally was
A. H. Blank, head of Tri-States
man, 20th Century-Fox Eastern division manager.
Theatres, Des Moines, and Mrs. scheduled for argument today.
Schwartz & Frohlich, Korda's counBlank have
returned after a month's
sel, will oppose the motion. Korda
vacation
in Florida.
Syracuse Allied Meets
will not be prevented from leaving
•
for
the
Coast
while
the
motion
is
pendSyracuse,
Feb. 22. — Syracuse reEdward M. Saunders, M-G-M
gional unit of Allied Theatre OwnWestern division manager, leaves tomorrow.
ers of New York will meet here today for three weeks in Ft. Lauderdale,
Fla.
Einfeld Going West;
•
Plans Chicago Stop
J. Robert Rubin, vice-president of ing'MOTION PICTURE
M-G-M, and, Mrs. Rubin are in Nassau.
S. Charles Einfeld, Warners advertising and publicity director, leaves for
DAILY
the Coast today after more than a
(Registered
U. S. Patent Office)
month
in
New
York.
Gradwell L. Sears, Warners genPublished daily except Saturday, Sunday and
eral sales manager, is in Florida for
En
route
he
will
stop
over
in
Chiby Quigley Publishing Company,
a few days.
cago to confer with Balaban & Katz holidays
Inc., 1270 Sixth Avenue, Rockefeller Center,
•
executives on the local campaign of New York City. Telephone Circle 7-3100.
H. M. Richey of RKO will attend
"Quigpubco, New York." Marthe I.T.O. of Ohio convention in "The Story of Dr. Ehrlich's Magic Cabletinaddress
Quigley, Editor-in-Chief and Publisher;
Colvin
Brown,
Vice-President and General
Cleveland next week.
Hal B. Wallis, executive producer Manager; Watterson
R. Rothacker, Vice•
for Warners, and Einfeld yesterday President; Sam Shain, Editor; James A.
Morris Sanders, office manager at attended the Albanv opening of the Cron, Advertising manager; Chicago Bureau,
624
South Hollywood
Michigan Avenue,
B. O'Neill,
the 20th Century-Fox exchange here, Ehrlich
Bullet." film at the Strand Theatre.
manager;
Bureau, C.Postal
Union
is in Miami.
Life
Building,
Boone
Mancall,
manager,
Wil•
liam R. Weaver, Editor; London Bureau, 4,
Golden
Square,
London
Wl,
Hope
Williams,
Maclntyre on New Tour
Paul Terry, producer of Terrycable address
"Quigpubco,
Lontoons, is recovering from the flu.
don." All contents
copyrighted
1940 by QuigHerb Maclntyre, head of the Ned manager,
ley Publishing Company, Inc. Other Quiglev
Depinet RKO sales drive, leaves today
Malcolm Ames of British Techni- on his second tour of this country and publications: Motion Picture Herald, Better
Motion
Picture class
AlCanada. He will be accompanied by Theatres,
manac andInternational
Fame. Entered
as second
color has arrived from England.
matter,
Sept.
23,
1938,
at
the
post
office
at
Harry Michalson, short subject sales
N. Y., under the act of March
Frank C. Walker has gone to manager. They will be gone about 3.New1879.York,
Subscription rates per year $6 in the
Palm Beach for two weeks.
five weeks.
Americas and $12 foreign. Single copies 10c.
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Chicago

Plan

Tabloid

Plays

Revived

Drop
Houses

Doubt

Vogue

F. CROUCH
formers to be members of the union
as Equity does not classify such shows
as legitimate stage performances but
the American Guild of Variety Artists, which is now in an organizational
drive in presentation houses, would
probably insist that they be members
of A.G.V.A.

(Continued from page 1)
included in the cast. This is particularly true of the morning and afternoon shows. In addition to talent costs,
which usually include pit orchestras,
the tabloid version, author's royalties, traveling expenses for road companies and extra stage hands. To
offset these costs, boxoffice prices can- Tabloid Musicals
not be increased, it was said.
In addition, Broadway managers Profitable in Chicago
Chicago, Feb. 22. — B. & K. exfeel that no large number of customperimented with tabloid versions of
ers would be drawn by such presentations here due to the fact that the "hit" musical comedies about seven
interested clientele, for the most part, years ago and found them to be profitable. They were abandoned because
will have seen the original Broadway
stage show and will not be interested the supply of suitable shows was insufficient to support them regularly.
John Balaban, after six weeks of in seeing it again in tabloid form.
Circuit executives say they would
special treatments at the Mayo Clinic,
They relate that this was their ex- still
be interested in tabloid versions
in Rochester, Minn., is back at his
perience when the tabloid plays were
desk at the Balaban & Katz offices.
tried six or seven years ago. Out of musicals, running 50 minutes or
of a dozen or more which were tried, an hour, if they were available with
James A. Coston, Warner Theatres "Band Wagon" at the Broadway Par- "name" casts. They are not interested, they say, in tabloid dramas or
zone manager, has left for California
amount, and "Desert Song" at the
for a month's vacation. Coston will Roxy were reported as the only ones plays, unless something of a fast-movspend considerable time in Hollywood which brought any noticeable increase
ing, comedy nature, such as "Three
and Palm Springs.
in trade.
Men on
with
somea Horse,"
regularity.could be obtained
Actors Equity does not require perLatest outlying theatres to start a
battle for business with triple features
Unions to Arbitrate,
are Frank Ford's Stadium in Evanston Neely Bill Scored
and the nearby Wilmette, in Wilmette,
operated by Sam Myers.
Say Their Leaders
(Continued from page 1)
By L.A. Chamber
William Kaal, veteran film salesLos Angeles, Feb. 22. — Describing slashed high salaries of stars, writers,
man with Warners, has resigned.
the Neely bill as "censorship at its directors and company executives.
worst," directors of the Los Angeles
Unions are waiting until the proChamber of Commerce have gone
ducers set a date for resumption of
Doubt Any Chance
unanimously on record as opposing it, parleys on the question of the wage
For Reviving Code it was announced today.
increase. Producers today refrained
Sol Lesser is the only film industry from commenting on the subject. They
The chances of renewing negotiaare compiling more detailed data to
tions on the proposed trade practice representative on the board.
Following a report of a special com- fortify their arguments.
code or arbitration of industry dismittee, none of whom is connected
putes are nil, according to members
The unions' negotiating committee tomorrow will ask the producers
industry,
the Chamber'sin
of
the distributors' former code com- with
board the
ordered
its representative
mittee.
to set an early date for the continuaAlthough Col. H. A. Cole, president Washington to "do all in its power to
tion of discussions in order that the
of Allied States, recently said that his defeat the Neely bill."
controversy may be settled without
Frank P. Doherty, chairman of the delay as the craftsmen are anxious to
organization would formally request
the distributors to revive the move for special committee, after describing the make early overtures for improvement
arbitration, no such request has been synopsis clause, said :
of general working conditions.
received.
"This is censorship at its worst.
The request was expressed in a . . . The motion picture industry is
resolution adopted at the national Al- a special type of business. No pro- Wage Issue to Arbiters.
ducer can tell in advance whether or Says Casey in New York
lied board meeting in Washington in
not
a
picture in production is going
January, but the distributors have reProducers'
Association
negoceived no communication from Allied. to be a financial success or failure. . . . _ The tiating
committee expects
the question
"If production is to be limited to of a rescinding of the 10 per cent
pictures which must be certain in ad- wage increase to Hollywood studio
Discrimination Bill
vance of being successful, then we unions to go to arbitration if the
wTll either have fewer pictures made current negotiations end in a staleIs Filed in Albany or producers will be so restricted in
mate, Pat Casey, producers' labor
Albany, Feb. 22. — Senator Charles production as to ultimately destroy the representative, said Wednesday on his
arrival in New York from the Coast.
D. Perry introduced a bill yesterday movie business in this country. . . .
amending the penal law on the pro"Likewise, production will result in
Casey's statement was made in comtection of civil and public rights. It excessive costs and ultimately in rementing on William Bioff's declaraprovides that as a condition of a
duced employment.
tion in Chicago that the studio unions
license to operate places of public
"When you attempt to regulate mat- "have no intention of surrendering the
amusement, the licensee shall make
ters by law in the field of censorship,
increase,"
in Motion
available to all persons full and equal you enter a field where legislation has wage
Picture
Daily asonreported
Wednesday.
no business.
accommodations and privileges.
Casey said the producers are now
This anti-discrimination bill makes
"The proposed Neely act is an at- engaged in gathering additional finanMcenses subject to suspension or retempt to put the Government into busicial data to present to the union reprelocation for violation.
ness where it cannot do constructive
sentatives and that the negotiations
work, but on the contrary will place
would be resumed on his resuch restrictions upon industry as to probably
turn to the Coast about March 4. He
8 Exhibitors Sued
handicap it in the field of entertain- said that if no agreement results therement, news and education.
Cleveland, Feb. 22. — Eight present
after, the producers expect the unions
and former members of the Cleve"We have plenty of laws now to to abide by their agreement to subland Motion Picture Exhibitors As- take care of unscrupulous persons who
mit the rescinding of the wage insociation are named in a Common attempt to make and distribute a piccrease to arbitration, and that the arture offensive to good taste and good
Pleas court suit filed by the associabitrators' decision will be final.
tion to collect nearly $7,000 in back morals. Our sense of public decency
dues and assessments. The houses is our best protection.
Casey came east on personal business and has no union conferences
named are the Astor, Grand, Halt"If block booking or blind selling
scheduled during his visit here, he
north, Waldorf, Heights, Cedar, Abby results in monopoly, we have ample said.
and Marvel.
laws to prevent such monopoly."

Chicago, Feb. 22. — Plans for following "Gone With the Wind" into
the Oriental Theatre with such bookings as "Grapes of Wrath" and "Pinocchio,"
through, it that
was
indicated have
with fallen
the announcement
"Grapes of Wrath" opens at the Chicago March 1, while "Pinocchio" opens
at the Palace, March 21.
Aaron Jones, of the Jones, Linick &
Schaeffer circuit, made an effort to
get these two pictures for the Oriental
to follow the "Wind" engagement. It
was planned to show these films on a
roadshow basis similar to the present
policy, provided they could be obtained.

Collections
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By WILLIAM
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in January

Washington, Feb. 22. — Admission
tax collections in January touched the
lowest point for any month since last
April, dropping almost $500,000 from
the December total of $1,974,534 to
$1,486,534,
it wasBureau.
reported by the Internal Revenue
Receipts for the month were $77,600
under the $1,564,134 reported for Js*^
Despite the drop in January, the
"cef
bureau
reported, admission tax collec1939.
uary, tions
for the first seven months of the
current fiscal year were nearly $328,000 above those for the corresponding
period a year ago. From July 1, 1939,
to Jan. 31, 1940, it was stated, revenues were $12,206,619, compared with
$11,878,708 from July, 1938, to JanuTheary, 1939.
greater part of the loss in revenue in January was in the Third New
York (Broadway) District, where collections reached the abnormally low
figure of $192,233, compared with
$610,099 in December and $447,840 in
January, 1939, the bureau disclosed.
The drop in box-office collections
from December was particularly
heavy, from $506,793 to $154,644, but
admissions to roof gardens and cabarets were down nearly 75 per cent,
from $85,681 to $22,356.
Other collections in the district were
$2,256 from free or reduced rate admissions, against $5,414 in December ;
$12,660 on tickets sold by brokers
against $11,172; $307 on tickets sold
by proprietors in excess of established
prices, against nothing ; and $9.20 from
permanent use or lease of boxes and
seats against $1,039.
Associates

to Ask

Aid of Relief Fund
Motion Picture Associates will
make formal request for a contribution from the Motion Picture Relief
Fund to augment its limited resources
for welfare work. This was decided
Wednesday at a meeting of the board
of directors.
The Associates will also ask the
major film companies to assist in
its charity work. The move for an
unemployment relief fund is being held
in abeyance.
Attending the meeting were Moc
Streimer, chairman of the board ; William Stein, Leo Brecher, Dave Levy
and Jerome Wilson.
S. O. S. Takes

Over

Superior Projector
All interests in the Superior Projector, product of Coxsackie Manufacturing Corp., have been acquired
by the S. O. S. Cinema Supply Corp.
Manufacture of the projector will be
continued in New York following removal of all equipment from its plant
in Coxsackie, N. Y.
S. O. S. recently absorbed the Consolidated Theatre Supply Corp. and
International Theatre Supply Accessories Corp. in similar deals.
Lawrence Holthaus Dies
Cincinnati, Feb. 22. — Lawrence
Holthaus, 36, manager of the Hiland
in nearby Ft. Thomas, Ky., unit of
Associated Theatres, was found dead
in his garage Wednesday. Working
on his car, he was apparently a victim
of carbon monoxide poisoning.
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'Wind'

Los

Leads

Angeles

Gives

$25,100

With

$60,000

In Twin
Cities
"Knights of the Range
(Paramount-Sherman)
Hollywood, Feb. 22. — Done in the best Harry Sherman production
Minneapolis, Feb. 22. — "Gone
Los Angeles, Feb. 22. — "Pinoc- style, "Knights of the Range," from the Zane Grey story, is one of the
With the Wind" led the twin cities,
chio," at the Hillstreet and Pantages,
grossed $25,100. In the eighth week, western "specials" the veteran producer delivered to Paramount this taking $36,000 at the Minneapolis Or"Gone With the Wind" drew $19,000 season. Russell Hayden, the "Lucky" of the "Hopalong Cassidy" series, pheum and $24,000 at the Orphejgn
at the Carthay Circle and $19,500 at is supported by Victor Jory, Jean Parker, Morris Ankrum, Britt Wood, in St. Paul, in the second weel^eJ
J. Farrell MacDonald, Ethel Wales, Rad Robinson, Raphael Bennett both spots.
the United Artists.
endweek
the
Estimated grosses for the week endfor
and The King's Men.
Estimated takings
Dealing with rustlers and other outlaws as well as a feud between
ing Feb. 21 :
ing Feb. 17 :
a rustler chief and a rancher who carried on their Civil War animosity,
Minneapolis:
"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
7
"Emergency
Squad" (RKO)
(Para.)
CARTHAY CIRCLE— (1,518) (75c-$l-50)
the
story,
with
screenplay
by
Norman
Houston,
is
one
of
the
better
'Mexican
Spitfire"
(Average,
$19,000.
days, 8th week. Gross:
$17,000)
outdoor action dramas. Five songs, all of the range variety, are interASTER— (900) (15c-25c) 5 days. Gross:
$1,700. (Average, $1,500)
spersed without slowing down the movement.
(M-G-M)
"Broadway Melody of 1940"
The Fighting 69th" (W.B.)
"The Man Who Wouldn't Talk" (ZOth-Fox)
CENTURY—
(1,600) (Average,
(25c-40c) 7$4,000)
days, 2nd
Lesley Selander, who directed the film, did a masterful job in pro- week.
CHINESE — (2,500) (30c-75c) 7 days.
Gross: $4,600.
duction values.
Gross: $11,500. (Average, $12,500)
Torpedoed" (Film Alliance)
"Abe Lincoln in Illinois" (RKO)
ESQUIRE — (290) (25c-40c) 7 days. Gross:
Running time, 68 minutes.
"G."*
Vance King $1,500.
4 STAR— (900) (75c-$1.50) 7 days, 3rd
(Average, $700)
week. Gross: $4,100. (Average, $3,250)
"Charlie
McCarthy, Detective" (Univ.)
*"G" denotes general classification.
"Pinocchio" (RKO)
GOPHER— (990) (25c) 6 days. Gross:
HILLSTREET— (2,700) (30c-65c) 7 days,
$3,100. (Average, $2,500)
2nd week. Gross: $11,400. (Average, $6,500)
"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
ORPHEUM— (2,900) (75c-$1.10) 7 days, 2nd
"Broadway Melody of 1940" (M-G-M)
week.
Gross: $36,000. (Average, $4,400)
"The Man Who Wouldn't Talk" (ZOth-Fox) "The Human
Beast"
"Swanee River" (ZOth-Fox)
LOEWS STATE — (2,500) (30c-75c) 7 (Jimo Films)
days. Gross: $13,800. (Average, $14,000)
STATE— (2,300) (25c-40c) 7 days. Gross:
"Pinocchio" (RKO)
This Emile Zola novel, the pathological study of a disordered mind, $8,000. (Average, $4 000)
PANTAGES— (2,000) (30c -65c) 7 days, 2nd has been made into a French film which is adult screen fare with appeal "Destry Rides Again" (Col.)
week. Gross: $13,700. (Average, $7,000)
WORLDGross:
— (400)
days, 2nd
week.
$1,500. (25c-40c)
(Average,7 $1,600)
"Green Hell" (Univ.)
for those who lean toward such brutal psychological material.
PARAMOUNT— (3,595) (30c -65c) 7 days.
Paul:
Produced by Hakim Productions in Paris, the film stars two fine per- "Gone With the St.
F. & M. Revue, Horace Heidt and
Stage:
Wind" (M-G-M)
orchestra. Gross: $19,000. (Average, $18,000)
formers, Jean Gabin and Simone Simon. Jean Renoir, who directed, has
ORPHEUM—
(2,000)
(75c-$1.10) 7 davs, 2nd
"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
week. Gross: $24,000. (Average, $3,200)
UNITED ARTISTS— (2,100) (75c-$1.50) 7 built his production with the utmost concentration and a complete lack "Swanee River" (ZOth-Fox)
days, 8th week. Gross: $19,500
of waste motion.
PARAMOUNT—
(2,500) $4,400)
(25c-50c) 7 days.
"The Invisible Man Returns" (Univ.)
Gross:
$4,500. (Average,
It
is
a
fine
example
of
the
use
of
the
screen
technique
in
the
portrayal
"Granny Get Your Gun" (W. B.)
WARNER BROS. (Hollywood) — (3,000) of intense emotional stress and its use of the photographic facility is of "Charlie McCarthy, Detective" (Univ.)
RIVIERA—
(1,000)$1,800)
(25c) 7 days. Gross(30c-65c) 7 days. Gross: $9,400. (Average,
$2,300.
(Average,
the best. However, it is unrelieved tragedy.
$14,000)
"Llano
Kid"
(Para.)
"Nick
Carter,
Master
Detective" (M-G-M)
"The Invisible Man Returns" (Univ.)
Miss Simon's jealous husband murders her godfather when he dis"Granny Get Your Gun" (W. B.)
TOWER—
(1,000)
(25c)
7 days. Gross:
covers she has been in love with him. Gabin, engineer on a train, is
WARNER BROS, (Downtown)— (3,400)
$1,800)(Col.)
(30c-65c) 7 days. Gross: $10,800. (Average aboard as a passenger when the crime is committed. Miss Simon goes $2,200.
"Destry (Average,
Rides Again"
$12,000)
WORLD
(25c-40c)
to him, the two fall in love, and once again succumbing to an inherited Gross:
$800.— (400)
(Average,
$700)7 days, 3rd week.
mental disorder, Gabin murders her, then leaps from his train to death. 'Wind'
Hits $8,600
Running
time,
80
minutes.
"A."*
Charles
S.
Aaronson
n
tio
duc
Biggest Pro
City
In Oklahoma
*"A" denotes adult classification.
Year for Republic
Oklahoma City, Feb. 22.— "Gone
(Continued from page 1)
With
the Wind" drew $8,600 in its
'Wind' at $27,000
'Girl Friday' Leads
third week at the Tower. With rain
ture
finished
Donald
Woodsis "Forgotten
and Louise Girls"
Piatt. with
In Montreal Slump and warm weather other grosses were
Indianapolis Lead
Titles of other features set by Yates
generally off.
Montreal, Feb. 20. — "His Girl
Indianapolis, Feb. 22. — "Gone With Friday"
are Higgins Family in "Grandpa Goes
Estimated takings for the week endwas
top
grosser
with
$8,400
to Town," Weaver Brothers and El- the Wind" took $27,000 in its third
ing Feb. IS:
viry in "In Old Missouri," "Doctors week at Loew's. Dick Powell in per- at the Palace, while "The Light That "The Hunchback of Notre Dame" (RKO)
Failed"
took
$7,000
at
Loew's.
CRITERION— (1,500) (25c-35c-40c) 7 davs.
Don't Tell," "Crooked Road," "Gangs
son heading a stage show and "The
Estimated takings for the week end- Gross: $4,300. (Average, $4,500)
of Chicago," "Grand Ole Op'ry," Return of Dr. X" made $12,000 at the
"Big Guy"
"Henry
Goes(Univ.)
Arizona" (M-G-M)
ing Feb. 16 :
"Lady From New Orleans," "Scatter- Lyric.
Estimated
takings
for
the
week
end"Destry
Rides
Again"
(Univ.)
brain," "Girl from God's Country,"
LIBERTY^(1,200)
(15c-20c-25c)
7 days.
$2,200. (Average,
$2,400)
ing Feb. 16 :
"Should Wives Work," "Oomph Girl
"Oh, Johnny, How You Can Love" (Univ.) Gross:
"The
Great
Victor
Herbert"
(Para.)
CAPITOL—
(2,547)
(25c-40c-55c-65c)
and the Cowboy" and "Sing, Dance, "Fighting 69th" (W. B.)
days. Gross: $6,900. (Average, $8,000)
MIDWEST— (1,500) (25c-35c-40c) 7 days.
"Man Who Wouldn't Talk" (20th-Fox)
Gross: $3,600. (Average, $4,000)
"France Is Ready" (G. N.)
Plenty Hot."
"Swanee
River" (ZOth-Fox)
APOLLO—
(1,100)
(25c-40c)
7
days,
3rd
Three of the Westerns — "Pioneers week. Gross: $1,800. (Average, $2,500')
HIS Gross:
MAJESTY'S—
(1,700) (25c-35c-50c)
7
days.
$2,700. (Average,
$2,700)
PLAZA— (750)
(25c-35c-40c)
7 days.
of the West" with the Three Mesqui- "Vigil in the Night" (RKO)
Gross: $1,400. . (Average, $1,100)
"The Light That Failed" (Para.)
"Married
and
in
Love"
(RKO)
"Blondie
Brings
Up
Baby"
(Col.)
teers ; "Rancho Grande," Gene Autry
LOEW'S—
(30c-40c-60c)
7 days
CIRCLE— (2,800) (25c-40c) 7 days. Gross: Gross:
$7,000.(2,800)
(Average,
$8,000)
STATE—
(20c-25c-40c)
vehicle, and "Ghost Valley Raiders," $5,200. (Average, $6,000)
Gross:
$1,900.(1,100)
(Average,
$3,000) 7 days.
"Slightly Honorable" (U. A.)
first of new Western series with Don- "Little Old New York" (ZOth-Fox)
"Tropic Fury" (Univ.)
"Gone
With
the
Wind"
(M-G-M)
ald Barry — are finished or nearing "Young as You Feel" (20th-Fox)
TOWER— (1,000) (75c-$1.12) 7 days, 3rd
(919) (25c-35c-50c) 7 days
INDIANA — (3,200) (25c-40c) 7 days. 2ndORPHEUM—
week. Gross: $2,000. (Average, $5,000) week. Gross: $8,600. (Average, $1,750)
completion. Others are "Young Buf- Gross: $5,800. (Average, $5,000)
"His Girl Friday" (Col.)
falo Bill," "Carson City Kid" and "Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
PALACE— (2,600) (25c-40c-55c-65c) 7 days.
LOEW'S—
(2,800)
(75c-$1.10)
7
days,
3rd
Gross:
$8,400. (Average, $10,000)
"Days of '49," all with Roy Rogers; week.
Gross: $27,000. (Average, $7,000)
Building Is Limited
"British
Intelligence" (W. B.)
"The Old Mill Stream" and "Caro- "The Return of Dr. X" (W. B.)
LYRIC— (2,000) (25c -40c) 7 days. Stage: "Granny, Get Your Gun" (W. B.)
In San Francisco
lina Moon" with Gene Autry ; "Cov- Dick
Powell and vaudeville. Gross: $12,000.
PRINCESS— (2,272) (25c-35c-50c-65c)
days. Gross: $5,000. (Average, $5,500)
ered Wagon Days" and "Rocky (Average, $8,000)
San Francisco, Feb. 22. — LegislaMountain Rangers" with the Three
tion virtually limiting future construction of theatres here to Class
Mesquiteers and "Go Get 'Em Cow"A" buildings was adopted by the
boy" with Donald Barry.
'Wind9 Grosses Big $27,000, Cleveland
Board of Supervisors, over charges
"The Fighting 69th" (W. B.)
Cleveland, Feb. 22. — "Gone With
WARNERS'
HIPPODROME — (3,800) that small operators were being "legPictures in Ireland
(30c-35c-42c) 7 days, 2nd week. Gros
the Wind," drawing another good $8,500.
(Average, $11,000)
out of business."
The islated
ordinance
was supported by
in its third week at the StillOff Sharply in 1939 $27,000
man, led in an otherwise dull week "The Invisible Man Returns" (Univ.)
RKO
PALACE— (3,100) (30c-42c-55c)
theatres and neighLondon, Feb. 1 (By Mail). — Irish here. The weather was icy and driv- days.
Peters Sisters and show on stage. large downtown
borhood circuits, who emphasized
audiences are seeing fewer films than
Gross: $9,500. (Average, $14,000)
ing treacherous most of the week.
that one bad theatre fire would hurt
"Remember the Night" (Para.)
in the past. The Irish censor reviewed
Estimated takings for the week endthe entire industry. Representatives
LOEW'S
STATE—
(3,500)
(30c-35c-42c)
1,915 films last year, as compared to
ing Feb. IS :
days. Gross: $11,000. (Average, $11,000)
of small theatres appeared en masse
2,214 in 1938. Of the 1939 total, 1,106
"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
McCarthy, Detective" (Univ.)
the meeting to oppose the vote,
were American pictures. England "Charlie
LOEW'S STILLMAN— (1,900) (75c-$1.13) at
ALLEN— (3,000) (30c-35c-42c) 7 days.
which carried 10 to 1.
7 days, 3rd week. Gross: $27,000.
Gross: $3,500. (Average, $4,000)
supplied only 209.
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Short
Tips
Critics
Subject
Reviews

"Flash

Gordon

Conquers

Universe"
( Uthe
niversal)
The extremely popular cartoon strip
of the same title here emerges as an
action serial. The strip unquestionably has a large following among
youngsters, which makes this serial
ripe for exploitation. Larry (Buster)
Crabbe has the title role. A fantastic
situation, in which Flash and the
genius, Dr. Zarkov, go by rocket ship
with Dale to find the source of the
mysterious dust which is causing the
purple death plague, it is good kid
material. If these first three chapters
are a criterion, the serial promises to
bring the youngsters back to the theatre each week. Centering about
Flash's fight with Ming, dictator of
another planet, who seeks to rule the
Universe, there is action aplenty. The
first three episodes each run 21 minutes.
"Kitten's Mittens"
( U niversal)
This Walter Lantz cartoon in color
is enjoyable material of its kind,
which should be pleasing to both
adults and children. The three kittens lose their mittens, tell their
mother they were stolen, and finally
admit the truth after the orphan kitten, accused, is given the third degree
in a clever scene. Running time, 9 mins.
"March of Time, No. 6"
(RKO)
An inspiring and stimulating reel,
the current issue of "March of Time"
is a reverent and interesting picturization of Vatican City. Entitled "The
Vatican of Pius XII," the reel takes
for its theme the peace efforts of Pope
Pius XII. The present high interest
in peace moves makes the reel timely
as well as instructive.
Interior scenes showing the art
masterpieces, ancient libraries, crypts,
gardens and chapels are mingled with
shots revealing every-day activities of
the Vatican City population. To these
are added views of the radio station,
railroad, postoffice and offices of the
civil government. Running time, 18
mins.

9

Quotes

. . .

"DR. EHRLICH'S MAGIC BULLET" (Warners)
Warners again display courage, teamed with finesse and good
taste, in daring to photograph the life story of Dr. Paul Ehrlich,
who discovered a cure for social diseases. . . . They can win an
Academy Award with Edward G. Robinson as Dr. Ehrlich. —
Jimmy Starr, Los Angeles Herald and Express.
The most thoroughly adult motion picture to come out of Hollywo d. . . . Engrossing all the way, and expertly played. . . . Dr.
Ehrlich. played with quiet distinction by Edward G. Robinson. —
Virginia Wright, L. A. Daily News.
Both Ehrlich and the production are successes. ... A dignified,
impressive and a powerfully absorbing sound film. ... It is the
restrained tone of this work which stands out above all other
considerations. . . . Robinson was never better. — Philip K: Scheuer,
L. A. Daily Times.
A worthy successor to "Louis Pasteur." ... In many ways it is
infinitely better, and is, when all has been said and done, one of the
best pictures this reviewer has seen many a long day. — L. A. Examiner.
"NORTHWEST PASSAGE" (M-G-M)
"Northwest Passage" can be applauded as a picture which stands
practically alone in film history as heroic in theme and accomplishment. It is one of the most magnificent productions with outdoor
backgrounds
ever to be photographed. — Edwin Schallert, L. A.
Times.
A red-blooded, he-man adventure story, a picture without compromise and with a genuine feeling that is impressive. . . . No parlor story with a romantic love interest. It is a somber, realistic,
almost grim document. — L. A. Examiner.
A magnificent adventure saga. . . . The realism is shocking, spinechilling. . . . Spencer Tracy (as Major Rogers) has just won himself
another Academy Award, as far as I am concerned. — Jimmy Starr,
L. A. Herald and Express.
"LITTLE OLD NEW YORK" (20th-Fox)
We could hardly ask for more action, yet the rather slow pace
gives somewhat the impression of a lack of action. — Dorothy
Guinan, Philadelphia Daily News.
History coated with comedy capers. . . . Good natured but inconsequential.— Mildred Martin, Philadelphia Inquirer.
Only a mean, cantankerous soul would refuse to admit the entertainment in "Little Old New York." ... Is attended by much comedy. ... It adds up to a good show. — Henry T. Murdock, Philadelphia Ledger.
which salmon are aided over Grand
Coulee dam in their annual travel to Ontario's Revenue
spawning grounds. Running time,
10 mins.
For Year $201,000
"Way

Back

When

a

Triangle Had
( Pleischer-Para
mount) Its Points"
The title of this cartoon is nearly
as long as the subject. With a few
clever touches, it recounts the story
of the stone age business man who
dines with the stenographer, until his
wife hears about it. Running time,
7 mins.

"Human Fish"
(Paramount)
One of the Grantland Rice Sport"Jimmy Dorsey and
light subjects, this features the almost
incredible underwater feats of Newton
His Orchestra"
(Paramount)
Perry, 200-pound Florida lad. Perry
Jimmy Dorsey, one of the leading propels himself in any direction under
exponents of modern swing music, here water with the grace and ease of
performs on his saxophone and with a fish. With the expert Ross Allen,
his band, aided by Helen O'Connell he goes swimming with several seals,
and Bob Eberly, the band's vocalists. and his skill is more clearly demonFollowers of modern music should enstrated. Running time, 10 mins.
joy the subject. Running time, 10
mins.
"Paramount Pictorial"
(Paramount)
"Popular Science,
The rudiments of plane operation
are
shown here, as a novice flyer unNo. J9-4"
(Paramount)
dertakes his first solo flight, banks his
There is wide general appeal in this plane, dives, and makes a perfect landnumber of an excellent series in color.
ing The subject also treats, in interesting fashion, of the manufacture of
Pictured are scientific poultry raising in midtown Chicago, the accidental men's felt hats, following the material
discovery of aniline dyes, scientific from the raw fur stage to the finished
aids in the kitchen, and the manner in product. Running time, 10 mins.

on

Toronto, Feb. 22. — During the current fiscal year ending March 31 next
the revenue of the Ontario Government from film censorship and theatre licenses will amount to $201,000,
according to preliminary figures presented by Premier M. F. Hepburn in
the Provincial legislature in connection
with the 19i0-'41 budget. The revenue
from this branch of the Government
service for the last fiscal year totaled
$206,088 and the decline is apparently
due to the reduction in pictures examined by the Ontario censors because
of the war situation, a ban having been
placed on all features from Continental Europe with the exception of
France.
Estimated expenditures for the current fiscal year were placed at $34,331,
against $33,267 for the year ending
March 31, 1939. The budget for 1940'41 provides for expenditures for censorship and theatre inspection at $45,525 of which salaries are the principal
item at $35,950 with travelling expenses at $6,000.
Seek Sunday Film Vote
Ada, Okla., Feb. 22.— A petition has
been filed with the Ada city commis •
sioners asking that a special election
be held here March 19 to repeal
statutes prohibiting operation of motion picture shows in Ada on Sunday.
The question has been defeated at the
polls three times previously.

Exploitation
'Wrath' Campaign
To Use 6,000 Sheets
Billboard campaign on "The Grapes
of Wrath," 20th Century-Fox film,
will include 6,000 24-sheets posted in
advance of pre-release engagements

throughout the country. This jceX'
supplement more
than 500,000
linete'i'
cooperative
newspaper
advertising
already set for over 300 engagements.
This is in addition to the increased
space which theatres have agreed to
take for the pre-release runs.
Box-Office on Wheels
Sells 'Wind' Tickets
The Walter Reade circuit used a
box-office on wheels to sell reservedseat tickets for the engagement of
"Gone With the Wind" at the Mayfair, Asbury Park, N. J. Accompanied
by a cashier, a box-office mounted on
a truck traveled to 42 surrounding
towns. Newspaper ads announced
where it would stop in each town.
Tickets were delivered to customers
on the spot.
Cartoonist Out Front
Aids Spokane Bill
Spokane, Wash., Feb. 22. — Howard
D. McBride, who operates the Granada, had Walley Overman, clown cartoonist, park in front of the house and
draw cartoons of the star players in
"Rio" and "Little Accident," playing
within. Advertising also said the cartoonist would draw any Spokane person's picture free. All cartoons were
given away, including 500 Overman
made especially for children.
8th Street Playhouse
Plans Art Gallery
A miniature art gallery where artists
may display their work, will be built
on the mezzanine of the Eighth St.
Playhouse in Greenwich Village,
which is being renovated. Irving Ludwig, manager, plans periodic exhibits
by artists in the neighborhood. The
Playhouse is operated by Rugoff &
Becker.
Mayors Coming Here
In 'Sidewalks' Stunt
Chief executives of eight of the nine
American and Canadian cities named
London have accepted the Paramount
invitation to be guest stars in New
York on a radio program tonight, in
an exploitation stunt for "The Sidewalks of London." The visiting officials will be Paramount's guests over
the weekend.
U. A. Wins Coated
Paper Ad Contest
First prize in the annual competition of the Martin Cantine Co. for
"outstanding skill" in the use of coated
paper in film trade paper advertising
during 1939 has been awarded to
United Artists.
Use Wired Preview
Service
'Passage'
M-G-M in used
the Postal Telegraph
Preview Service on the opening of
"Northwest Passage" at the Pinney
Theatre in Boise, Idaho, on Tuesday. Shortly after the show film
executives and newspaper editors
throughout the country received a
story on the opening and comments
on the film from some of the celebrities who attended.
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Warners

Profits;

Facts

Secret

(Continued from pane 1)
with 487,215 shares; William Goetz.
55,283 ; and Joseph M. Schenck, 26,983.
The answers disclose that Twentieth
Century-Fox owns 42 per cent of National Theatres Corp. with stock holdii— of 756,000 shares. The company
5p holds 59,889 preferred shares of
Movietonews, Inc. out of a total issue of 60,000 shares.
A statement of the total gross, distribution, and production gross, revenue from exhibition companies and
net profits of the parent company, and
gross and net profits of subsidiaries
for 1935 through 1938 is also detailed
in the answers.
There is no fixed indebtedness or
current loans outstanding, the Twentieth Centutry-Fox answers state.
Paramount lists a fixed indebtedness
of $7,302,000 which it points out is a
reduction from an original figure of
$11,133,200.
Paramount names three companies
who, as creditors, have placed directors on the Paramount board. These
are stated to be Harvey D. Gibson,
representing Manufacturer's Trust
Co., which holds $3,000,000 of Paramount debentures ; Stephen Callahan
of the Allied Owners Corp. with $250,000 in debentures ; and Maurice Newton of Adams Express Co. with 40,000 shares of preferred stock, $103,000 in debentures personally owned
and $125,000 in debentures held as
trusetee.
All major companies will file
answers to interrogatories Nos. 25
through 39 tomorrow. The remainder
of the Government's 59 questions must
be answered by March 10.
New

Picture

Contracts

Drafted by Ascap
(Continued from page 1)
either approve the proposals or send
them back to committee for reconsideration inthe light of suggestions
resulting from the conference in
Phoenix.
Although Ascap officials declined to
discuss the radio committee's report,
it is known that the organization's
official attitude is that the fees of networks should be increased appreciably
under the new contracts and those of
independent stations should be lowered.
This suggests a formula based on
station's billings. It would not necessarily produce more revenue for
Ascap but it would correct what the
society now believes to be an inequitable apportionment of music fees between network and non-network stations.
Concern over the new Ascap contracts isregarded as the principal factor behind the recent organization by
the networks of their new Broadcast
Music, Inc., which is designed to develop a source supply of music independent of Ascap.

Open 'Bay' in Frisco
The premiere of Walter Wanger's
"House Across the Bay" will be held
in San Francisco Feb. 28. Co-starring George Raft and Joan Bennett,
the film is a United Artists release.

Um

S.

Gets

Fox

Financial

Figures

Answers filed on Wednesday by Twentieth Century-Fox Film Corp.
and its subsidiaries, Movietonews, Inc., and Twentieth Century-Fox Distributing Corp. to Government interrogatories disclosed details on gross
and net profits of these companies for the years 1935 through 1938. The
parent company's figures were detailed as follows :
Production Dividends from
and Distri- Exhibition Net
Year
Total Gross
bution Gross Companies Profit
1938
$49,590,246
$48,627,384 $962,861 $6,645,416
1937
47,980,451
46,846,451 1,134,000 8,212,535
1936
44,087,772
42,953,772 1,134,000 7,437,209
1935
33,919,771
33,919,771
2,921,897
Movietonews, Inc., estimated its net worth to be $2,634,687. Its figures
on total gross and net losses were listed as follows :
Year
Total Gross Net Losses
1938
$2,577,281 $202,057
1937
2,877,656 200,579
1936
3,193,224 275,103
1935
3,098,363 401,188
Twentieth Century-Fox Distributing Corp. itemized its total gross and
net profits as follows :
Year
Total Gross
Net Profits
1938
$591,487
$4,352
1937
526,817
4,203
1936
500,132
3,776
1935
344,292
2,399

Fox

Sets

New

Chicago,

York

Parleys

A program of 52 features, including
four to be made in England, and 52
one-reel shorts will be announced to
280 delegates at the national sales
convention of 20th Century-Fox in
Chicago early in April. Date of the
meeting has not been set.
Herman Wobber, general distribution manager, has called an annual
meeting of district managers to be
held March 1 and 2 at the Park Central Hotel here. Home office executives will attend.
An increase is planned for next season in the number of Terrytoon onereel cartoons in color, 10 of which
are being released this season.
Dinner

Here

Sunday

For Jewish Hospital
A large number of film industry
leaders have made reservations for the
40th anniversary celebration dinner of
the National Jewish Hospital at Denver, to be held Sunday night at the
Hotel Astor.
The dinner will honor Paul Felix
Warburg, noted philanthropist. The
hospital, which is non-sectarian, is the
oldest institution in the United States
for the free care of tubercular poor.
Jack Cohn, vice-president of Columbia, ischairman of the motion picture committee, and Louis Nizer, attorney, vice-chairman. Nizer will be
toastmaster.
Charles

Carr

Quits

U. S. Attorney Post
Los Angeles, Feb. 22. — Charles
Carr, special assistant U. S. attorney
general whose investigation led to the
indictment of William Bioff, I.A.T.
S.E. leader, on a charge of evading
income tax payments, has resigned his
post to enter private law practice here.
This announcement was made by
George Bouchard, who will be associated with Carr in his new venture.

Sign
To

200

Studio

Publicists
Contracts

(Continued from page 1)
soon as it is signed by the studios but
is retroactive to Oct. 9. Approximately $30,000 will be due as back
wages under the retroactive provisions.
The contract provides for a Guild
shop with a ratio of 90 Guild members
to 10 non-members. A minimum
weekly salary of $100 for seniors will
affect about 70 per cent of Guild members, $50 minimums for juniors in
their first year, $55 in their second,
and $60 in their third. Apprentices
who are only a handful, are to receive 70 to 80 cents per hour.
The present proportion of seniors to
juniors must be maintained and there
must be one week's pay and advance
notice for each year of employment
upon dismissal. In order to comply
with the Federal Wages and Hours
Act, the contract sets straight time
pay for the first 40 hours worked each
week, and time and a half for the next
14. RKO and Universal have already signed the contracts.
B. &

K.

Plans

Test

Of

Single Features
(Continued from page 1)
a single feature policy for as long as.
it is maintained by B. & K.
Theatres dropping doubles are Atlantic, California, Circle, Douglas,
Gold, Grand, Lindy, Marshall Square,
Road, Twentieth Century, and White
Palace.
Other exhibitors in the city intend
to abandon double features if the exindicated. periment proves a success, a canvass
"Mr.
Smith
Washington"
will
be the
firstGoes
singleto feature,
going
into the Central Park, Berwyn and
La Grange B. & K. houses.
Theatre at Ford Exhibit
Additional wing to the Ford Motor
Co. exhibit at the World's Fair will
house an air conditioned theatre with
the latest acoustic and lighting developments. Admission will be free.

Doubles

Mexico

Business

Hollywood, Feb. 22.— Warners has
doubled its business in Mexico during
last three years, Oscar Brooks, assistant manager at Warners' branch in
Mexico City, said today on his first
visit to Hollywood. Brooks is here
for ten days inspecting new Warner
pictures.
Not only has Warners business increased but that of other majors operating in the territory have made
amazing leaps and bounds, he disclosed. The reason for this, he declared, isthe stimulation of Mexican
film appetites some years ago by the
neophyte native industry whose product created many customers for motion
pictures.
As an example, he pointed to the
Mexican-made "En El Rancho Grande" which was produced for 80,000
pesos. It grossed four million pesos.
However, native production has not
made sufficient technical advances to
continue appealing to a wide range of
moviegoers there. As a result, Brooks
said, American companies have prosMexico is vastly underseated, he
said, and eventually a building boom
pered. create many more outlets for
will
U.S. -made films. • Warners accounts
in Mexico now total 30.
'Wind'

Surpasses

Gr
$9,000,000
(Continued from page 1) oss

al, the picture has thus far accounted
tor more than $6,300,000 for Metro,
the distributor, and Selznick International, the producer.
The sales policies on "Wind,"
"Northwest Passage" and "YoungTom Edison," for all of which extended playing time has been or will be
asked, will not give Metro or its customers any trouble, according to
Rodgers.
"Due to our general set-up, most
exhibitors are encouraged to give extended playing time, and only a very
few people stick to the stereotyped
three or four-day play date or curtail
runs on pictures deserving of more
time," Rodgers added.
Metro has sold more contracts to
date in the current film year than
during all of last year, according to
the sales chief, who will go to San
Francisco and Chicago before returning to New York early in March.
'Wind' Ends Atlanta Run;

$250,000 for 10 Weeks
Atlanta, Ga., Feb. 22. ■— "Gone
With the Wind" last night ended a
record 10-week run at the Grand,
where it had its world premiere, grossing an estimated $250,000 for the
period. It is reported that 230,000
persons saw the picture.
No plans have been announced for
showing the picture at any other Atanta theatre.
Grand
today. "Raffles" opened at the
Order 'Wind' Suit Data
Birmingham, Ala., Feb. 22. — Ann
R. Davis has been given 10 days to file
a verified bill of particulars in her
suit to stop the Ritz from showing
"Gone With the Wind" and askingdamages for alleged copyright infringement. Federal Judge T. A.
Murphree granted the defense petition.
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Ascap

Radio
New

York

Writ

Fights

Review
Tennessee's

Brevities

POPULARITY of radio programs
which have no visual appeal will
be tested for television by NBC next
week. Lowell Thomas, whose nightly
news commentaries are sponsored by
Sunoco, will be televised while broadcasting on Wednesdays, Thursdays
and Fridays, beginning Wednesday,
Feb. 28.
If the test proves successful, other
popular programs may be telecast
simultaneously with the broadcast.
The principal difficulty at present is
that most popular programs require a
studio audience and NBC is not yet
equipped to televise from a studio
large enough to accommodate such an
audience. However, when the new
portable cameras are ready, they may
be used in the regular studios.
Personalities in the News
William S. Hedges, NBC vice-president in charge of stations, and Lee
W allies, manager of Managed & Operated Stations, return today after a
short tour of New England. . . _ .
Donald Cook, featured player in
"Skylark," joins the cast of "Life Begins," heard over CBS at 11:15 A.M.
Mondays through Friday. . . In town
for the holiday weekend are Richard
Bradham, one of the owners of
WTMA, Charleston; Kolin Hager,
manager of WGY , Schenectady; and
Herbert Hollister, manager of KANS,
Wichita. . . . Robert P. Myers, of the
NBC legal department, is in the
United Hospital, Port Chester, N. Y .,
for an appendectomy.
Collaborate After 32 Years
After a separation of 32 years,
Joe Howard, William Hough and
Frank Adams are again collaborating on a musical comedy. Their
last show, "Miss Nobody from Starland," had a long run in Chicago in
1908. Howard, now aged 73, is emcee
of
over"The
CBS.Gay Nineties Revue," heard

at Oxford'
(Roach-United
Chump Artists)
A combination of typical Laurel and Hardy slapstick and some
subtle touches of comedy, this latest feature of the two comedians
a good portion of laughs and generally good entertainment.
With Hal Roach, Jr., as associate producer for his father, and
the direction of Alfred Goulding, the yarn does not lag.
As the original story and screenplay by Charles Rogers, Felix

Law

Nashville, Feb. 22. — A three-judge
Federal statutory court yesterday

granted Ascap's application for a permanent injunction restraining Tennessee authorities from enforcing the;'
state's anti-Ascap law.
The application was heard by Judges
under
Taylor and Davies of the U. S. QeV'uit
Court of Appeals and Judge HiQg, of
Adler the U. S. District court in Knoxville
and Harry Langdon has it, the two "chumps," down and out, accident- on Monday. The final decree wasl
ally apprehend a stickup man and go to Oxford. This is preceded by entered here yesterday. Schwartz &
Frohlich, Ascap's New York counsel,
adinner
hilarious
party.episode wherein the two act as butler and "maid" at a swank represented the society.
Ascap obtained a temporary injuncTheir thirst for an education results in merciless and amusing hazing
tion against enforcement of the state
by Oxford formation
students.
The former
highlightOxford
sequence
concerns
Laurel's
trans-a law, which would have barred it from
into a brilliant
student,
a lord,
following
operating within Tennessee, in 1938,
blow on the head, during which period he is the lord and Hardy his and this restrainer has been in effect
servant. A second blow restores him to his rightful lowly place and since.
ends the film.
The court's action is regarded as
final since state authorities have indiRunning time, 63 minutes. "G."*
Charles S. Aaronson
cated no disposition to appeal the ruling to the U. S. Supreme Court.
*"G" denotes general classification.
Ascap attacked the state law on the
grounds of unconstitutionality. It reChange Opening Days
cently won a similar decision in
British Television
Nebraska.
St. Louis, Feb. 22. — Three of the
Ruled Out for War four major theatres operated by FanFirst RKO Claim Filed
London, Feb. 22. — The British chon & Marco here have changed
Postmaster General declared in the opening dates. The Fox will change
Petition for a $14,500 final allowance
House of Commons Wednesday night programs Saturdays, the St. Louis for services rendered to RKO during
that there is little likelihood of a Wednesday, and the Missouri on Sat- reorganization proceedings, the first 1
urday. The Ambassador will continue
renewal of television service in Engapplication to be filed in U. S. District
land for the duration of the war. to open on Friday.
Court, was made Wednesday by FlorTelevision falls under the jurisdiction
ence J. Sullivan, attorney. Under a
of the Postmaster General, as do all
New Sandrich Contract
court
order
petitions
allowland. communication services in Engother
ances must be
filed byforallfinal
parties
by
Hollywood, Feb. 22. — Mark SandFeb.
29.
Sullivan
asked
for
a
hearing
The decision was taken despite the rich, Paramount producer and direc- on his application on Feb. 27 at 10
tor, yesterday received a new two-year
meeting this week of the Television contract.
A. M.
Advisory Committee. Television equipment manufacturers plan a meeting
shortly with the committee to discuss the posibility of television resumption in the distant future.
Philadelphia

more
offers

Unions

Settle Controversy
Peace was effected Wednesday
night between two warring vaudeville and night club unions when the
United Entertainers Association of
Philadelphia joined the American
Guild of Variety Artists as the Philadelphia local of the A.G.V.A.
The U.E.A., with 375 members, refused to join A.G.V.A. after the Associated Actor and Artistes of America
revoked the charter last Fall of the
American Federation of Actors. A jurisdictional fight in the Philadelphia
area was threatened for several
months but was avoided by Wednesday's agreement. A membership meeting of the U.E.A. on Tuesday is expected to ratify the pact, negotiated
by officers of the union.

Program News
"Columbia Workshop" will present
Ellery Queen in "The Strange Case of
the Leap Year Broadcast" on Thursday, Feb. 29, at_ 10:15 P.M. The
broadcast will be in its new half-hour
format preparatory to the Queen show
going commercial under the sponsorship of Gulf Oil when the Screen
Guild Theatre discontinues for the
Summer. Burgess Meredith, David
Ross, Ted Husing, Kenneth Roberts,
Bob Trout and Howard Bar! owe will
participate in the show. . . . Radio
Workshop of N.Y.U. will present a
weekly series of dramatisations over
WMCA at 4 :30 P.M. Saturdays. The
plays zvill be based on case records of
Ex-Para. Executive
the Salvation Army.
Trust Suit Plaintiff
Opera Stars on Telecasts
W. E. Smith, one of the plaintiffs
Stars of the Metropolitan Opera in the anti-trust suit filed in Federal
Co. will appear on NBC's television court at Newark early this week
station, W2XBS, on March 10 in against the eight major distributors
connection with the network's and the M.P.P.D.A., is a former disdrive to raise funds for the opera.
trict sales manager for Paramount.
After leaving Paramount several
Telecast Basketball Games
years ago, Smith took over the WindInter-collegiate basketball games
sor at West Orange, the theatre inwill be telecast from Madison Square
volved in the complaint, and operated
Garden starting Wednesday evening it until recently.
Distributors named ill the complaint
of next week, NBC disclosed yester- day.
day. No extra lighting will be neces- had not been served up to Wednessary.
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Trust

NEW

Keep

More

Facts

Answers

Secret;
Today

Advantage of the confidential clause
was taken by Paramount, Warner
Brothers, Twentieth Century-Fox and
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer in filing their
answers to the Government interrogatories Saturday in the New York antitrust suit.
These answers cover questions numbering 25 to 39 and they refer entirely
to the production activity of the major
companies.
RKO filed its answers to these
queries on Friday. Columbia and Universal are expected to submit their
answers today. It is expected that
they, too, will insist that the Government respect the confidential nature of
their replies.
Answers labelled as non-confidential
will' not be revealed until March 1, the
date when the complete set of Government interrogatories must be answered
bv the film companies.
The first 25 questions, already
answered, deal with the financial
structure of the companies, the financial relationship between the various
firms and their personnel. Questions
Nos. 40 to 59 concern the distribution
and exhibition methods as well as the
history of the companies.
Studio

Will

U.S.A., MONDAY,

Request

Court

to

Drop

From

Goldwyn

Him

Replies

Confidential
Production

Korda

YORK,

Unions

Watch

Bioff's Chicago Fate
Hollywood, Feb. 25. — With principals representing the producers and
the studio unions out of town, efforts
to resume negotiations over the 10 per
cent wage increase were stymied over
the week-end.
Both A. H. Peterson, acting chairman of the negotiating committee for
the Conference of American Federation of Labor Studio Unions, and Y.
Frank Freeman, head of the producers'
group, were reported out of the city.
Labor circles are watching the Chicago proceedings against William
Bioff, I.A.T.S.E. leader. Should Bioff,
due in court Monday following his
release on a writ of habeas corpus,
be given his freedom pending a review
of his 1922 unfinished jail sentence by
Illinois courts, he is expected to return to Hollywood to direct the unions
in their discussions with producers.
Unions on Monday are likely to
renew demands for an early meeting
with the producers.

Suit

FEBRUARY

Impartial
TEN

26, 1940

Hamilton Appointed
To Succeed Barrett
James Shelley Hamilton has
been appointed executive secretary of the National Board
of Review, succeeding the late
Wilton Agnew Barrett, Secretary of the Committee of Exceptional Photoplays of the
Board since 1930. Hamilton
had been associated with Barrett for a number of years.
He is the author of juvenile
books, short stories and critical articles.

Alexander Korda and London Films
Production Ltd. on Saturday filed
notice in U. S. District Court that
they will apply to Federal Judge Coxe
tomorrow for an order dismissing the
suit of Samuel Goldwyn and Samuel
Goldwyn, Inc., against them.
Goldwyn is suing Korda and United
Artists, seeking an injunction to restrain them from interfering with the
distribution of his pictures. Goldwyn
contends that his releasing contract Grosses on Holiday
with U. A. is cancelled.
Korda's motion does not affect the
suit against United Artists. He claims
Power
that the complaint fails to state a Enjoy Smash
Smash grosses were recorded at
cause of action and that it does not
boxoffices on Washington's
ask for any relief against the de- Broadway
fendants.
Birthday as vacationing school children and out-of-town visitors crowded
The application of Goldwyn to ex- the Times Square area.
amine Korda before trial is also schedFair weather, after a blizzard and
uled to be heard tomorrow before
a rain storm, encouraged business
Judge Coxe.
which continued at a steady pace
The Chancery Court of Delaware
matinee and eveningrecently dismissed Goldwyn's suit throughout
shows.
against United Artists on the grounds
"Pinocchio," at the Center, started
that his suit did not include Korda as
defendant.
its third week with its best day's
business thus far, an estimated $9,500
for the day. At the Roxy, "Of Mice
and Men," with a stage show, comAGVA
Opens Vaude
pleted its first week on Thursday
with an estimated $56,500 for the first
week.
It is being held over.
Parleys This Week
The Strand drew an estimated
American Guild of Variety Artists
$8,000 on the holiday with "The
will meet this week with representa- Fighting 69th" and Paul Whiteman's
tives of all Broadway houses and cir- band, bringing the fourth week's gross
cuits which use stage presentations in to an estimated $39,000. "The Story
film houses, it was decided on Friday of Dr. Ehrlich's Magic Bullet" opened
after a conference with Irving Lesser, strong there Friday, with Tommy
manager of the Roxy.
Tucker's band on the stage.
A committee representing Screen
At the Music Hall, "Abe Lincoln in
Actors Guild, American Federation of Illinois," with stage show, drew long
Radio Artists, Chorus Equity and Ac- lines all day Thursday, and grossed
tors Equity joined Hoyt S. Haddock, an estimated $20,600 for the day. The
A.G.V.A. executive secretary, when he Paramount, with "Sidewalks of Loncalled upon Lesser to start negotiadon" on the screen and Dorothy Lations for a contract at the Roxy. After mour, Barry Wood and Dick Staa short discussion, both sides agreed
bile's band on the stage, took an estithat the issue should be settled on an
mated $10,500 for the day.
industry-wide basis. A tentative appointment was set for tomorrow but
January Sees Boom
it is expected that this will be postponed until later this week.
In Theatre Building
Theatre construction started the
Wobber
West Soon
year with an emphatic pickup of more
than $500,000 over the total reported
For Studio Parleys for the first month in 1939, according
Herman Wobber, general distribu- to a summary by Dodge Reports for
tion manager of 20th Century-Fox, the 37 states East of the Rockies.
January, 1940, contracts for new
plans to leave next week for production conferences with Darryl F. houses and major alteration work, in
Zanuck. at which the 1940-'41 pro- the 37-state area, involved 51 projects
gram will be set.
at a valuation of $1,316,000. They include 165,000 square feet of space.
Plans for next year will be disIn 1939, January contracts were for
cussedference
at the
district
managers'
conwith home office officials in 47 theatre projects with 152,000 square
New York next Friday and Saturday. feet, totaling $811,000.

CENTS

Disney

Plans

Stock

Issue

Of

First

$3,800,000

Public

Confers

Financing;
with Bankers

First public financing for Walt Disney Prod, will be undertaken this
Spring with the offering of a $3,800,000 issue of six per cent convertible
first preferred stock, if negotiations
now under way here are consummated.
Roy Disney, business manager of
Disney Prod., is in New York conferring with investment bankers on
the new stock offering. He stated
over the weekend that he does not
expect the negotiations to be completed
during his current visit. He plans to
leave for the Coast at the end of the
week.
Disney said that the projected new
financing was made necessary by the
transition of Disney Prod, from "a
little business to big business." He
pointed
thatis the
Burbank out
studio
beingcompany's
completednewat
a cost of $3,000,000 and that productions, including new feature cartoons,
are under way now on a scale which
will keep the company busy for the
next five years.
The company has ample cash for
current needs, it was said, but the
studio expansion and long-range production plans make the new financing
advisable.
Disney declined to divulge details of
the new financing, stating that with
negotiations still incomplete and with
the approval of the Securities & Exchange Commission to be obtained
thereafter, discussion of the financing
at this time would be pointless.

CEA

to Ask

U. S. Films

for

40

Annually

London, Feb. 25. — Cinematograph
Exhibitors Association has asked the
British Board of Trade to insist on
at least 40 American-sponsored films
a year and 40 independent productions.
The exhibitor group also asks that
new legislation call for an exhibitors
quota not to exceed 10 per cent, and
a prohibition on the acquisition of
British film theatres by foreign interests.
American interests here are expected to ask the Board of Trade to
fix a definite figure to serve as the
film quota with a monetary basis, instead of the present footage arrangement.
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Motion
Theatres

i

Purely

►
LEONARD GOLDENSON and
> Sam Dembow, Jr., of the Paramount home office theatre executive
staff, left yesterday for Chicago and
Detroit for conferences with the company's theatre associates. They will
be away about a week.

Personal

Finn

Picture

Monday, February 26, 1940

Daily

Paramount

Continue
Aid

Drive

So great has been the demand from
theatres throughout the country to
continue the drive to assist the Finnish Relief Fund, that Major L. E.
Thompson, national chairman, issued
the following statement over the weekend :

"Since the close of the Motion Picture Drive for the Finnish Relief
Fund, requests have been received at
Mel Evidon, manager of Colum- headquarters from hundreds of theatres requesting a continuance of the
bia's exchange in Des' Moines, has
left on a three-week motor trip to drive. In many instances theatre
Mexico with Mrs. Evidon. Bing owners themselves have extended the
Miller, head booker, is in charge of period of collections for a full week.
the office.
We would welcome a drive from any
•
theatre that did not participate in our
William Wyler, director, left Sat- recent campaign.
urday aboard the Nieuiv Amsterdam
"Any theatre may obtain coin colfor: a West Indies cruise. He is aclection boxes and banners for the girl
companied by his wife, the former collectors by applying to Vincent G.
Margaret Tallichet, film player.
Hart, Director of Motion Picture Di•
vision, 420 Lexington Ave., Room
Jess Goodman, office boy at the 426, New York City.
It was announced yesterday that
Paramount home office, is producing
Emanuel of Philadelphia and John
a play, "Flight 13," which will be pre- Jay
sented for charity on March 19 and H. Harris of Pittsburgh accepted
20 at the Heckscher Theatre.
Hoover's invitation to serve as chairman of the Motion Picture Drive in
•
Gov. Fred P. Cone of Florida has their respective cities. More than 500
named as lieutenant colonel on his prints of the short subject, "Finland
staff, the infant son of Harry G. Bal- Fights," are now in circulation
lance, Southern district manager for throughout the country.
20th Century-Fox.
•
Selm'a Hackman, secretary to W anger's $1,000,000
Libel Suit Dismissed
Clyde W. Eckhardt, 20th CenturyFox Chicago branch manager, has reAppellate Division of the N. Y
turned from a four-week stay at Mi- Supreme Court Friday reversed a deami Beach.
cision which had upheld the $1,000,000
•
libel suit of Walter Wanger and Wal
Irving Dashkin, film buyer and ter Wanger Productions, Inc., against
manager of the Savoy Theatre in Ja- the News Syndicate Co., Inc., publishmaica,' hasand
left Havana.
on his annual vacation
er of the "Daily Nezvs" and Ed Sulli
in Mexico
van, columnist, and dismissed the com
•
The high court ruled that Sullivan,
Jack Sichelman, assistant to Her- plaint.
man Wobber, 20th Century-Fox gen- in a "Daily News" article which had
eral distribution manager, returns to- discussed the Goldwyn dispute with
day from Florida.
United Artists, did not libel Wanger
•
without proof by him of damages
Robert T. Kane, in charge of Brit- caused by it. The suit claimed that
ish production for 20th Century-Fox, the article implied that Wanger produced inferior pictures.
plans to return to England about
March 15.
•
Arthur Israel, assistant to Barney
Paramount
president, is
Dean Banker, M-G-M manager in Balaban,
Colombia, returned to his post Fri- confined to his home with influenza,
e
day aboard the Santa Elena after a
vacation here.
Harlan
Thompson,
Paramount
•
producer,
is
in
town
from
Archie Herzoff of the B. & K. for a three-week vacation. the Coast
publicity office in Chicago is in the
•
Michael Reese Hospital for a physical
Rodney Bush, 20th Century-Fox
checkup.
•
exploitation and publicity manager, returns from Florida today.
Harry Ham, managing director of
•
Myron Selznick, Ltd., sailed on the
William D. Kelly, head of the
Manhattan Saturday for his post in
M-G-M film department, observed a
London.
•
birthday yesterday.
•
Ed Kirkland, of Columbia's foreign
and Angela
publicity department,
Joe J. Lee, 20th Century-Fox branch
Elmiger were married on Thursday. sales
manager here, returns from
•
Miami today.
9
E. B. Hatrick, vice-president of
Ray Gallo, advertising manager of
Cosmopolitan Productions, leaves for
Better Theatres, is vacationing in
Coast conferences this week.
Florida.
•
WANTED
J. Walter Ruben, M-G-M producer, isin town from the Coast.
SCRATCHED
FILMS
You can get extra revenue out of your prints by
Lionel Toll of the I.T.O.A. has
having us restore your scratched film to practically new condition. Telephone CO 5-6767 returned from Miami.
for our low prices.
•
AMERICAN RECONO. INC.
245 WEST 55th ST., NEW YORK, N. Y.
David Whalen of Republic returns
Negative-Positive-Technicolor Film Bejuvenated
today from Boston.

That's

Right,

Officials

Pete,

You're Wrong, Smith
Pete Smith had all the
questions right when he
made "What's Your I. Q.?"
M-G-M audience participa-

To

Combat

Neely

Bill

No definite plans for combating the
Neely bill at Washington were devised by Paramount theatre associates at their recent meeting with
tion one-reeler. But — that's
home office executives in Miami, according to Leonard Goldenson, home
right,
you're
wrong — he one
madeof
an
error
in answering
office theatre executive, on his return
his own questions.
to New York on Friday.
The error was not discovGoldenson said the meeting was
ered until M-G-M had sent
principally a discussion of the xi^ef.
some 300 prints of the film to
posed measure »and its probable enoxis
all exchanges. Smith then
on theatre business. Opposition to the
had to make a retake giving
measure will be conducted by all Parthe correct answer, which was
amount theatre associates, he said, but
sent to the exchanges to be
will
be
done locally, within the conspliced in the film. The error
caused the national release
fines individu
partners' operations andof solely inal the manner
which
date of Feb. 10 to be postthe individual operator believes best
adapted to his locality.
poned.
The meeting was attended by Paramount theatre operators from virtuZanuck
Stock Shift
ally every section of the country and
was conducted by Barney Balaban,
Reported by S. E. C. Paramount president. From the home
Washington, Feb. 25. — Filing of a office, in addition to Goldenson, were
belated report by Darryl F. Zanuck, Leon Netter, Sam Dembow, Jr., and
20th Century - Fox vice-president, M. F. Gowthorpe.
showing the transfer in October, 1939,
of 30,000 shares of common stock to
irrevocable trusts, was disclosed in Barney Balaban
the final December summary of the
Is Due Tomorrow
Securities and Exchange Commission
Barney Balaban will return to New
The only other film transactions reported were the acquisition by J. Chee- York tomorrow following a month's
ver Cowdin, Universal Corp. board vacation in Florida. Balaban went to
chairman, of 1,000 common voting Palm Beach from Miami for the weekend and will start north today.
trust certificates in December, which
His return assures a meeting of the
represented his entire holdings in that
class direct at the close of the year, Paramount board for Thursday, after
although he also held 26,500 through the postponement of last week's meeting. Stanton Griffis, chairman of the
Standard Capital Co., and the acquisi- Paramount
executive committee, plans
tion of two shares of Pathe Film com
mon stock by Thomas P. Loach, vice to leave for Florida at the end of the
president,
giving him a total of 13 week for a month's vacation.
shares.
Rites for Weber
Funeral
services were held Friday
Executives Gather
at the Riverside Memorial Chapel for
For Ross Meeting L. Lawrence Weber, 68, theatrical
Executives of Ross Federal Service producer and member of the board of
in New York and district managers the League of New York Theatres,
throughout the country will attend a who died Thursday. His ventures
conference this week in Miami Beach included the organization of the Columbia Burlesque Circuit. He was
A "discussion of general policies" will also associated with Warners in an
be held.
In attendance will be Harry A early film enterprise.
Ross, president ; Densmore A. Ross
vice-president and general manager
Roosevelt in Philly
Clifford B. Ross, vice-president
Philadelphia, Feb. 25. — James
Frank Miske, comptroller, and Wil
Roosevelt conferred with local exhibiliam J. Schine, research director.
tors here prior to leaving for the
District managers who will partici Coast. He refrained from mentioning
pate are: Ruel Williams, Western
to produce
filmsplaces.
for autoWalter Brown, Midwestern ; J. A his plans
matic machines
in public
Kraker, middle Atlantic ; W. O. AnEastern. derson, Southern, and Harold Lund
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Set O'Connor Drive
March 7 through April 10 has been
designated "John J. O'Connor Month
by the five Metropolitan area division
managers of RKO Theatres, Charles
B. McDonald,
Louis Goldberg, H
Russell Emde,
Sol Schwartz and
James Brennan,
O'Connor
is viceof
president
and general
manager
RKO
Theatres.
Fred Meyers and
Harry Mandel have been named co
chairmen of the drive.
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Notes
Renovating Wisconsin House
Sheboygan Falls, Wis., Feb. 25.
-^~\d Reeths, Jr., for the past nine
yi^'fc/ manager of Warners' Rex in
Sheboygan, has taken over the Falls
Theatre here and is planning to renovate the house.
Mack to Milwaukee
Madison, Wis., Feb. 25. — Thomas
Mack, Jr., formerly manager of the
Warner-Saxe Tivoli and Comet, in
Milwaukee, has been named assistant
to Edward Benjii, manager of the
circuit's Capitol here.
Fowler Is Transferred
Lake Providence, La., Feb. 25. —
R. E. Fowler, local manager, has been
transferred to manage the Arcade at
Brookhaven, Miss. Edward Boyle,
former Arcade manager, goes to the
Rex at Abbeville, La.
Opens in Louisiana April 1
Hammond, Feb. 25. — Columbia
Amusement Co. here plans to open its
new house about April 1 and will
name it the Rex.
Plans Mississippi House
Biloxi, Miss., Feb. 25. — Colus
Meyers plans to build a 600-seat
house here, to cost about $11,000.
Close Deals with RCA
Following theatres have contracted
with RCA Photophone for the installation of new sound equipment : Terrace, Chicago ; State, Charlerio, Pa. ;
new house at Laurinburg, N. C. ;
Park, Barberton, O., and the Cinema,
West Lafayette, Ind.
Vineland

Trust

Suit

Hearing March
25
Philadelphia, Feb. 25. — Final
hearing on the anti-trust suit instituted
by Landis Theatre of Vineland, against
Warner Theatres here and the major
distributors has been set for March
25 before Judge Kirkpatrick in U. S.
district court. A previous preliminary injunction granted to Landis was
set aside by the Circuit Court of Appeals which ordered the case returned
to the lower court for a final hearing.
Sues Sphinx Film Corp.
Sphinx Film Corp. was named defendant Friday in a $10,600 breach of
contract suit filed by Jacob Kalich in
N. Y. Supreme Court. Kalich claims
that the defendant owes him $1,750
and 20 per cent of the gross of a
Yiddish speaking film which he and
Molly Picon made for the defendant
under a contract.

'Mystery Roadshow)
in Swing"
(International
Hollywood, Feb. 25. — Excellently contrived entertainment for the
Negro theatres for which it is intended, "Mystery in Swing" contains
just what the title implies, being a murder mystery based on the use of
a poisoned mouthpiece in a trumpet belonging to a swing musician.
The screenplay by Arthur Hoerl, with additional dialogue by F. E.
Miller and William Werckenthien, handles the mystery element more
than adequately, while the comedy relief and musical sequences, the
latter contributed by "The Four Toppers" and Ceepee Johnson and
his orchestra, are excellent.
In the all-colored cast, F. E. Miller and Buck Woods, as a police
sergeant and the valet-friend of the murdered man, respectively, are responsible for the majority of the humor, while Monte Hawley, Marguerite Whitten, Tommie Moore, Edward Thompson and Jess Lee
Brooks are effective in leading roles.
Arthur Dreifuss, as producer and director, and Rudolph Brent, as
associate producer, have balanced the mystery and comedy elements
well, and retained pace and showmanship throughout.
Running time, 75 minutes.

"G."*

Walter

Selden

*"G" denotes general classification.
Urges Trade Donate
Ambulance
to British
Jack Davis, head of Monseigneur
News Theatres, Ltd., of England, has
written Will H. Hays, president of
the M. P. P. D. A., suggesting that
the American film industry, through
the film industry in Great Britain, donate an equipped field ambulance to
the British Red Cross.
David, who is residing temporarily
in the United States, wrote Hays that
this would be "a gesture in the promotion of goodwill as well as in the
service of humanity."
His letter continued : "It is felt by
a number of people in the business
here who are from England or who
deal with Great Britain that this
would be graciously accepted by the
British people and our British confreres as a generous contribution in
this time of stress and that it would
serve greatly in cementing relations
between the industries of the two great
democracies."
Rockefeller

Grant

Jones

to End

Sales

Levy in Louisiana
New Orleans, La., Feb. 25. — Elim
ination of the state sales tax of two
per cent has been promised by Governor-elect Sam Jones, heading a re
form group which was swept into
power over the Long administration
Jones said that many of the existing
levies now in force in the state will
be done away with, basing elimination on economic government plan
whereby natural resources of state
are expected to pay the cost of oper
ations. City of New Orleans may also
cut its city sales tax of two per cent
Jones' election reduces recent fears
of state exhibitors that amusement
field would be goat of an ever-increasing cost of government operations.

Undisturbed

Arrest

of

Buck

Ascap officials here said they felt
no concern over the outcome of
charges against Gene Buck, Ascap
president, which were made by Montana officials and resulted in Buck's
arrest in Phoenix, Ariz., late last
week.
The music society has been engaged
in litigation with Montana state ofcials since the enactment several years
ago of an anti-Ascap law there. A
precious attempt by Montana officials
to cause the arrest of Ascap officers
in New York failed when New York
police rants
refused
sent here. to recognize the war-

"The Montana charges are wholly
unfounded and are designed only to
harass and annoy Ascap and its ofcers," said Louis Frohlich, Ascap
counsel.
The Montana warrant charged Buck
with attempted extortion, attempt to
obtain money under false pretenses
and conspiracy to extort. The charges
are based
efforts to radio
collect licenseonfeesAscap's
from Montana
broadcasters and exhibitors. The warrant was sent to Phoenix where Buck
is recuperating from an illness and
was served by local police. The Ascap president was released on $10,000
bond.
Gov. Ayres of Montana tomorrow
will render his decision on the request
for extradition of Buck. Ayers indicated Friday that unless the County
Attorney offered further evidence he
probably would deny the request.
At Phoenix, Ariz., meanwhile, Peace
Justice Harry E. Westfall set March
5 as the date for hearing on the fugiwarrant.
He also
reduced Buck's
bond tive
from
$10,000
to $750.
Movie

Ball
Set

of ITO

for March

23

Seventh annual "movie ball" of the
New York I. T. O. A. will be held
Saturday night, March 23, at the
To Cease Picketing
Hotel Astor. David Weinstock, viceSeattle, Feb. 25. — Local 154 of the president, is again chairman of the
operators' union here has been or- committee on arrangements. He has
dered to refrain from picketing the headed the committees since the inCenter Theatre at White Center, Seatception of these affairs.
Plans for the ball will be discussed
tle suburb, by Superior Judge William J. Wilkins.
at the next meeting of the organization March 6 at the Astor.
The judge granted a declaratory
judgment in which he held that the
two partners in the theatre, W. T.
Start Drive on Bingo
Coy and Ernest Lindgren, have a right
to operate the house without hiring
Columbia, Pa., Feb. 25. — Acting on
a union projectionist. Both partners orders of District Attorney K. L.
are projectionists themselves, but Shirk, Arthur K. Snavely served notice on operators of Bingo games that
agreed some time ago to hire a union
operator part time to prevent picket- they would be prosecuted if advertised
ing of their house. Recently they dis- games were held as scheduled. Almissed the union man and the union
though none of the local film houses
resumed picketing.
uses Bingo, local newspapers have
been running advertisements of Bingo
Order

Seattle

Union

To Study Film Music
A grant of $20,000 for a two-year
study of music in film production has
been made to the New School for Social Research by the Rockefeller
Foundation. Conducted by Professor
Hanns Eisler, German composer, with
the cooperation of the RCA and the
Philharmonic Orchestra, the study is
the first of its kind. Eisler plans to
examine the possibilities of new musical forms and materials of instrumentation, the relation between music and
dialogue, and the use of song and chorus, the use of sounds and noises, and
Drop
'Bank of Night'
Suit
Discontinuance
a suit of Edward
problems of orchestration. A final reGoldstein for $8,332 against Meyer
port will be published.
and Louis Schine and the Schine
Theatre Co., Inc., was filed Friday in
N. Y. Supreme Court. Action sought
Photography Nominees
damages for the alleged failure by the
Hollywood, Feb. 25. — "Wuthering defendants to pay the plaintiff for
Heights" and "Stagecoach" have been theatres.
nominated for the Academy Award for staging "Bank Night" in the Schine
black and white photography and
"Gone With the Wind" and "The PriN. J. Allied to Meet
Lives of
ElizabethforandtheEssex"
Allied Theatre Owners of New
have vate
been
nominated
color

at public
halls. Thethat
district
attorney's
office
announced
a number
of
complaints had been received by the
State Motor Police at Harrisburg
about Bingo games here.
Republic Copyright Suit
Copyright infringement suit against
Republic Productions, Inc., Republic
Pictures Corp. and Republic Film Exchange, Inc., was filed Friday in U.S.
District Court by Marquis James,
author of "The Raven," a biography
of Sam Huston. Plaintiff claims that

Designate "Smith Month"
The five-week period beginning today has been designated by RKO as
"Smith Month," in the Ned Depinet
sales drive, named for Cresson E.
Smith, Western and Southern sales photography award. Directors of pho- Jersey will meet tomorrow in its offices in the Sardi Building. A buffet Republic's film, "Man of Conquest"
tography of all studios participated in
manager, and A. W. Smith, Jr., Eastinfringes upon his biography.
luncheon will precede the meeting.
ern and Canadian sales manager.
the voting- for the nominations.
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Radio

Brevities

Theatrical

Seeds

Albany, Feb. 25.— George
's
Fabian
ofker
Hall
manager
Bleec
Seed, anus
Harm
motion
a
from
here, comes
picture and theatrical family.
His brother Harry is a Warner exchange manager, while
Dave Seed was in vaudeville
Gus Edfor many years with
wards, and his cousin, Phil
Seed, is a motion picture bit
player. Two cousins, Ben
Miggins and Mike Miggins,
are Continental manager for
20th Century-Fox in Europe
and studio manager for
M-G-M respectively.

S. PALEY, active
\\7ILLIAM
VV head and largest individual
its organstockholder of CBShas since
signed a new
ization in 1927,
as the netfive-year contract to serve
work's president, it was revealed when
Paley filed a registration statement
^ deFrid
C.tion
U
with the
ng 20.UU
selliPaley
ofay.
inten
clared hisS.E.
0
80,00
shares of his Class A stock and
of Class B.
,. . ...
The sale will reduce his holdings
from 448,636 shares, or about 26 per
cent of the outstanding stock, to 348,- E. W. Wood
Named
636, or about 20 per cent.
set
The registration statement also the
Mutual Sales Chief
forth that the total wattage of
watts
00
919,7
is
ons
network's 119 stati
Edward W. Wood, Jr., sales manager of WGN, Chicago, was named
as compared with 99 stations with
527,700 watts five years ago.
sales manager for the Mutual network on Friday after a two-day meeting of members and shareholders of
Personalities in the News
web in Chicago. Wood is the first
educa- the fill this post for Mutual, and he
ce, director ofdivis
Jennings Pier
to
ion,
tion for the NBC western
will make his headquarters in New
bracele
the
ng
orrow duri versary of the York.
speaks oftom
tion the 50th anni
The meeting approved the five-year
e
Hom Economics Department of Ores with stations and the divicontract
d
mon
Ray
.
.
ege.
gon State Coll
sion of stock which was announced
on
ay
Sund
next
d
hear
Massev will be
taseveral weeks ago. Two represen
"Fifth Row Center" in a dramatizatives of affiliated stations were elected
over
t"
tion of "Lincoln, the Presiden
to the operating board but their names
Mutual ■ • Arturo Godoy, heavy-of were not revealed.
weight prizefighter, will be guest
Attending the meetings were W. E.
Al Pearce Wednesday at 8 P.M. over Macfarlane, president; Fred Weber,
an
ed
CBS . Kate Smith has sign
C. Streimbia Re- general manager; Theodore
exclusive contract with tColu
WOR; E. M. Antrim, and
cording. The agreemen calls for 24 bert,
Wood, WGN; Lewis Allen Weiss,
sides to be made during the year.
Don Lee ; John Shepard, III, ColonialH.
; K. Carpenter, United Broad"Town Meeting" for Educators
casting; J.E. Campeau, CKLW, and
Responding to the request of the Hulbert Taft, Jr., WKRC.
of School AdAmerican Association not
only taking
ministrators, NBC is
Explains
its "American Town Meeting of the Warner
Air" to the St. Louis convention of
Drama
Financing
putthe 16,000 educators but is also ion.
strat
demon
l
Warners'
backing
of such plays as
schoo
al
ting on a speci
On Wednesday, Feb. 26, a recording "Romeo and Juliet" is purely a financial venture and has no relation to
which disof the "Town Meeting"
cussed the American youth problem its film producing activities, said S.
Charles Einfeld, Warners' director of
will be played before a picked l audiadvertising
and publicity, before leavence of 20 Missouri high schoo h stuing for the Coast Friday night.
dents. The educators will watc the
The company's legitimate production
s as the students start thenproceeding
discussion at the end of the re- department is preparing to stage the
own ng.
cordi
Shakespearean drama on the Coast
with Laurence Olivier and Vivien
Leigh as the leads. Neither of these
Program News
tures.
players
is appearing in Warner picDon Ameche's new show for Old
62
by
carried
be
will
tes
Gold cigaret
Einfeld said that Harry M. WarNBC-Red stations when it starts Friner, president, will come to New York
m
progra
The
P.M.
10
at
day, April 5,
late
in March to attend the Hays ofa
with
ood
will originate from Hollyw
fice annual board meeting. Einfeld,
guest star policy. Lennen & Mitchell who was here six weeks, plans to
is the agency. . . . Sterling Products return in April.
will add six more stations for "Court
ow to bring
of Missing Heirs" tomorr
the total to 67 CBS stations. . . .
Drops Broadway Plans
Studebaker Sales Corp. will sponsor a
John Garfield has dropped plans to
twice-weekly transcription series over appear in a Broadway production of
WJZ beginning Tuesday, March 5. "Heavenly Express." Garfield, a
Richard Himber and his Studebaker Warner
contract player, came East reChampions will be heard Tuesdays and
cently to arrange for production of
Thursdays from 6:30 to 6:45 P.M. the play, but it is understood he has
Bayer's Aspirin is adding four had difficulty finding financial backing
stations for "Second Husband" to and a producer. He now plans to return to the Warner studio in six or
bring the total to 54 CBS stations.
. . . American Home Products will eight weeks.
switch "John's Other Wife" and "Just
Plain Bill" from NBC-Red to NBC"Irene" Ad Agency
Blue on Friday, March 22. Both will
Barrett
McCormack, RKO director
be heard Mondays through Fridays
of
advertising
publicity, has named
with "John's Other Wife" heard from Buchanan and and
Co., advertising agency,
3:30 P.M. to 3:45 and "Just Plain
Bill" following it for an additional 15 to handle the RKO ad campaign on
minutes.
"Irene."
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Weber

In

Action

Warner

Strike

Philadelphia, Feb. 25. — A resolution serving an ultimatum on Joseph
N. Weber, President of the American
Federation of Musicians, to take action
"at once" against Warner Theatres
was passed Friday at a special membership meeting of Local 77, A.F.M.,
which has been on strike against the
Warner circuit for almost four months
now. The original intention was to
demand a national strike against Warners under threat of bolting the Federation and possibly joining with the
CIO. However, local administration
frowned upon such a drastic measure
and advised the membership that a
petition giving expression of the temper of the members would have the
desired effect.

'Chicago'
Good

Leads

Hits

$12,000,
Denver

Denver, Feb. 25. — "Earl of Chicago," at the Denver, aided strongly
by a Major Bowes unit, took in

Estimated takings for the wa^ce iding Feb. 21 :
vx;J
$12,000.
"Earl of Chicago" (M-G-M)
DENVER — (2,525) (25c-35c-40c) 7 days.
Major Bowes unit. Gross: $12,000. (Aver"Little
Old New York" (20th-Fox)
age, 19,000)
ALADDIN — (1,400) (25c-40c) 7 days, 2nd
week. Gross: $3,500. (Average, $3,500)
$2,500)
"Of Mice and M-n" (U.A.)
BROADWAY— (1,040) (35c-40c-50c-68c) 7
days, 2nd week. Gross: $3,000. (Average,
"Sidewalks of New York" (Para.)
Films as Education
DENHAM—
(2Sc-35c-40c)
7 days.
Gross:
$6,400. (1,750)
(Average,
$6,500)
With the Wind" (M-G-M)
Aid Are Emphasized "Gone
ORPHEUM — (2,600) (75c-$1.12-$1.50) 7
days,
4th
week. Gross: $9,000. (Average,
$9,000)
Albany, Feb. 25. — Bureau of Radio and Visual Aids of the State Edu- "Slightly Honorable" (U.A.)
cation Department held open house "The Big Guy" (Univ.)
conferences here Friday and Saturday
PARAMOUNT— (2,200) (25c-40c) 7 days.
Gross: $4,500. (Average, $3,500)
to bring home to school administrators, "Fighting 69th" (W.B.)
supervisors and teachers from all over "City of Chance" (20th-Fox)
RIALTO— (878) (25c-40c) 7 days, "Fighting
the state the value of films as an edu- 69th"
3rd week. Gross: $2,000. (Average,
cational aid. State education officials
displayed several films as part of the $1,750)
campaign.
Theatre Claim Honored
Buy Story for Laughton
Hollywood, Feb. 25. — "Half a
Rogue," Garrett Fort original, has
been purchased by RKO as a vehicle
for Charles Laughton. Erich Pommer will be in charge of production.
"One offilm.
Six Girls" is Laughton's
current

Sandusky, O., Feb. 25. — The Court
of Appeals, at Toledo, O., has ruled
that a deposit of $9,727, made by the
Seitz Theatre Co. here, in the closed
Commercial Banking and Trust Co.,
is a preferred claim and should be paid
in full because of a written agreement
that it was to be set apart in the trust
department.

MMtteOF

Suggested by stories by
SAX
ROHMER
wrth
HENRY BRANDON WILLIAM ROYLE
ROBERT KELLARD - GLORIA FRANKLIN

15

CHAPTERS

FILE

COPY

Alert,

MOTION

^

PICTl&mi

r

tion
Picture
Industry

DAILY

NEW

NO. 40

vo:o.

Vote

Critics

Week-End
Firm

'Chips'
1939

Best

Picture

Donat, Bette Davis Win
Performance Awards
Hollywood, Feb. 26. — "Goodbye,
Mr. Chips" was voted the best picture
of 1939 by 600 newspaper critics in
the annual poll conducted by the
Newspaper Film Critics of America.
Only films generally released during
the year were included in the seven
classifications.
Best performance by an actor was
that of Robert Donat in the winning
film, and the best actress was Bette
Davis in "Dark Victory."
Second and third choices in each of
the three classifications were : "Mr.
Smith Goes to Washington" and
"Wuthering Heights," in that order,
in the first group; James Stewart in
"Mr. Smith Goes to Washington" and
Spencer Tracy in "Stanley and Livingstone" in the actor group, and
Greta Garbo for "Ninotchka" and
for "The Women,"
Russell
Rosalind
in
the third
classification.
Results of the poll were announced
here by Merle Potter, film editor of
the Minneapolis Times - Tribune.
Awards will be presented to the winners shortly, according to Harry
Martin of the Commercial- Appeal ,
Memphis, president of the critics'
organization.
Best performance by a male sup(Continued on page 9)
AGVA

Wins

Strike

At
Apollo
First Harlem's
strike of the American
Guild
of Variety Artists against a New
York theatre was called Saturday
night against the Apollo, in Harlem,
and was settled Sunday night with the
signing of a 10-month contract. Leo
Brecher owns the Apollo.
The contract provides that all performers in the stage show must be
A.G-V.A. members ; chorus girls are
to receive $30 weekly as minimum
with minimums for principals fixed at
$40. Rehearsal hours are limited to
14 hours per week, and extra pay is
provided when there are more than
30 shows in a week. Chorus girls
may not be discharged without consulting the union. The contract expires on Dec. 31.
Hoyt S. Haddock, A.G.V.A. executive secretary, declared yesterday that
negotiations with representatives of
all Broadway
presentation houses
(Continued on page 2)

YORK,

U.S.A., TUESDAY,

Grosses

Coast

on Broadway;

Hold-Overs

TEN

27, 1940

Union

Trust

Chiefs

Fly to Meet Bioff
Chicago, Feb. 26. — Hollywood labor leaders flew here
today and tonight went into
a conference with William
Bioff, I.A.T.S.E. leader, to
formulate preparations for
the resumption of studio
wage negotiations.
Bioff today won a nine-day
postponement of his hearing,
scheduled today, on the writ
of habeas corpus under which
he is free pending disposition
of his 1922 conviction. His
hearing is scheduled March

Strong

New films and holdovers drew
strong grosses along Broadway over
the weekend. At the Music Hall, the
first four days of "Abe Lincoln in
Illinois," with stage show, took an
estimated $65,000 and the film will be
held for a second week.
"The Story of Dr. Ehrlich's Magic
Bullet," with Tommy Tucker's band
on the stage, started big at the Strand
where it grossed an estimated $28,000
for the first three days.
"Seventeen" will open Wednesday
at the Paramount after two weeks
for "Sidewalks of London," with
Dorothy Lamour, Barry Wood and
Dick Stabile's band on the stage. The
latter film drew an estimated $16,000
over the weekend and should finish
its second week tonight with an estimated $37,000.
Ending its fifth week at the Rivoli
tonight,
"The an
Grapes
of Wrath"
should produce
estimated
$38,000,
about $3,000 ahead of the fourth week.
"Gone With the Wind" grossed an
estimated $60,000 for its 10th week
at the Capitol while it continued at
capacity at the Astor for an estimated
$22,000.
move into"Northwest
the Capitol Passage"
on Marchwill7

FEBRUARY

UA

Schedule

With

Stahl

Same
Deal

Set

John M. Stahl's deal for the production of three pictures to be released by United Artists is scheduled
to be closed this week in Hollywood.
Stahl, detained in New York for
several weeks by an illness, will leave
for the Coast today to close the deal
with Maurice Silverstone, United Artists chief executive, who has been
there for several weeks on production
conferences.
Addition of Stahl to the United
Artists producer ranks will give the
company approximately 28 or 30 pictures for release next season, about
while
at
the "Gone
Astor. With the Wind" remains the same number as are scheduled for
A big matinee trade on Washing- the current season.
Final details of the new production
ton's Birthday helped swell the third
schedule are being worked out this
week gross for "Pinocchio" at the week in Hollywood by Silverstone.
Center and it should garner an estimated $44,000 for the third stanza.
Plansmeetings
for thearecompany's
annual
sales
being arranged
At the Roxy, "Of Mice and Men,"
with a stage show, grossed an esti- there by Harry Gold, vice-president
mated $27,000 for Friday, Saturday and Eastern sales manager. Indica(Contimied on page 4)
(Continued on page 2)

Current
Film

Plays

Offer

Material,

Hal B. Wallis, Warner executive
producer, before leaving for the Coast
last night, said that Broadway at present offers little play material suitable
for films. He mentioned "Life With
Father" as one that would be adaptable to films, but did not say whether
Warners are seriously considering
purchasing the rights.
Wallis was here a week during
which he saw plays and conferred on
other story material. He said conferences on next season's product will
start in about three weeks when Gradwell L. Sears, general sales manager,
will arrive at the studio.
Wallis will return East in May for
turther conferences and a vacation in

Scant

Says

Wallis

Maine and Quebec prior to the annual
sales convention.
This season's production will be
completed by June, said Wallis. "The
Life of Freud" is being written for
Edward G. Robinson, to go into production after "Brother Orchid."
By next Fall the studio will have
six or eight of next season's pictures
completed, said Wallis. "The Male
Animal" will not be made until after
the run of the play. Wallis conferred
with Elliott Nugent, one of the authors and principal actors, about directing the picture for Warners, but
nothing was decided because the film
is not expected to be made for another
year at least.

Rulings

Favor
At

CENTS

Majors

Nashville

Government Must Offer
Bills of Particulars
Nashville, Feb. 26. — Defendant
film companies' motions for bills of
particulars from the Government in
the latter's anti-trust Suit here against
Crescent Amusement Co. and the major film industry were granted in
large part in decisions handed down
today
Davies. by U. S. District Judge Elmer
Further action in the local suit is
deferred for at least three months due
to
that Judge45 Davies'
givethethefact
Government
days in orders
which
to furnish the particulars ordered and
give the defendants 45 days thereafter
in which to file answers to the Government's complaint.
In addition to their victories on
their motions for a more definite
statement and bills of particulars from
the Government, the defendants also
won on a motion to exclude one section of the Federal complaint. This
related to exhibition practices in this
area such as cut-rate admissions,
money and other giveaways, the effect
of which, the Government alleged,
was
to put competitors
out of
(Continued on page 4)

Trust

Suit

Replies

Face Court's Study
The Government's answers to' defendant companies' interrogatories in
the New York anti-trust suit, which
are scheduled to be filed here Friday,
may be subjected to an appraisal by
the Federal court thereafter if they
fail to provide the information sought
by the defendants.
The same is true of defendants'
answers to the the Government's interrogatories, last of which are
in the Government's
d to
hands
also
by be
Friday.
schedule
Some industry attorneys hold that
for court review of
applicationwill
any answers
the
provide the first
definite indication of whether or not
trial of the suit actually can be begun
on May 1. Any extended contest over
the answers, they said, would undoubtedly delay start of the trial.
Columbia yesterday was given until
March 8 to file its objections to the
Government's interrogatories, which
originally were due today. That is
the same date on which the Government is slated to file its counter objections toColumbia's interrogatories.
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RKO

Picture

Allowed
Claims

his
vacationcruise
in five*
a 12day first
Caribbean
on years,
the Nieuzv
Amsterdam.
•
Vyvyan Donner, producer of
Movietone fashione shorts, and Steve
Fitzgibbon, manager of the Movietone studio, have returned from Miami where they made a film.
•
H. M. Addison, New England division manager for Loew's, is in
Providence for conferences with Edward McBride, manager of the State.
•
Ted Schlanger, head of Warner theatre in Philadelphia, celebrated
a birthday on Saturday. Variety Club
tendered him a surprise party.
•
Edwin M. Booth, M-G-M Cincinnati manager, has been named zone
manager there for the Will Rogers
Memorial Drive in April.
•
Terry Kilburn, young RKO player, will end a personal appearance
tour in Dallas tomorrow, returning to

MITCHELL

MAY,

Jr.

CO., INC.
INSURANCE
Specializing
in requirements of the
Motion Picture Industry
75 Maiden Lane, New York
510 W. 6th St.
Los Angeles

Sacrilegious Laugh
London, Feb. 10. (By
Mail) — Weston - superMare,sort inpopulous
rethe West coastal
of England,
must not laugh at its films
on Good Friday.
The authorities there, while
agreeing that film houses
might open in the town on
that day, asked one exhibitor
to find another film to replace the one he intended
showing, "The Day the Bookies Wept." They had previously banned a comedy for
Christmas Day showing.

Equity
For

Drafts
Changes

Plans
in 4A

Recommendations for specific changes
in the setup of the Associated Actors
and Artistes of America were made
at a special meeting of the Actors
Equity council yesterday but no announcement ofthe changes demanded
was. made. The statement after the
meeting merely noted that American
Federation of Radio Artists^and
Screen Actors Guild "would b( Vox,-en
an opportunity to answer the l <mmendations,"
indicating
4-A
internal difficulty
is far that
from the
settled.
The Equity council has had a special committee studying its relations
with the 4-A for several months as a
result of considerable dissatisfaction
Deny Discrimination
with the operations of the parent
body. Recently, the S.A.G. threatened
to sever its relations with the 4-A
In Dating of 'Wind' because of delay in formulating a plan
In a letter to P. J. Wood, business for "one big union." After conferences on the coast, it was reported
manager of the I.T.O. of Ohio,
M-G-M yesterday denied that small that the differences had been settled
Equity is not satisfied with the high
town theatres are being discriminated
cost
of operations in the 4-A and the
against in the dating of "Gone With manner
of allocation of the debt inE. W. Aaron, assistant to W. F.
curred
jurisdictional fightduring
withlasttheSummer's
I.A.T.S.E.,
union
the Wind."general sales manager, reRodgers,
sources said.
AGVA
Wins Strike
plied to a wire from Wood in the absence of Rodgers, who is in California. Wood requested that the comAt (Continued
Harlem's
Grosses
from pageApollo
1)
pany send a sales representative to Week-End
would have to start this week. If speak at the I.T.O. convention in
Firm on Broadway
no appointment can be arranged with- Columbus starting tomorrow and
answer the charges of alleged disin that time, Haddock said, the union crimination.
(Continued from page 1)
would insist that the Roxy negotiaAaron
advised
Wood
that
dates
are
tions be started separately.
Sunday in its second week. "The
A.G.V.A. received pledges of sup- being held up because of a shortage and
Blue Bird" will open there on Friday.
of
prints
and
that
small
town
bookings
A
house record was set at the 55th
port
from
Hotel & RestaurantSunday
Workers
International
Union are being set as fast as prints become
and the N. Y. Hotel Trades Coun- available. Wood also was advised St. Playhouse on Washington's Birthwhen "The
Human Beast"
cil, in the organization of the night that M-G-M cannot have a repre- (Juno)day grossed
an estimated
$1,000
sentative at the convention because in
club and hotel field. The drive against
for
the
day.
At
the
Rialto,
"A
Chump
hotels is scheduled to start later this addition to Rodgers, both division at Oxford" drew an estimated $8,300
week.
managers, T. J. Connors and E. M. for the week and was replaced by a
Saunders, are out of town.
revival of "Hell's Angels." The
the Coast with his mother and his
All of the 350 prints of "Gone With Globe drew an estimated $6,500 with
teacher, Fletcher Clark.
the Wind" which have been received "East Side Kid."
from the color studios are now in
•
Martin Quigley leaves Hollywood work.
New
Times Square
today on the Super Chief after a stay
of three weeks on the Coast.
•
Theatre Opens Soon
in Goldwyn's
H. M. Richey of RKO has left Pleas
Construction
of the new 600-seat
Suit Are Postponed
New York Theatre, latest addition to
for Columbus, where he will address
. Cross-applications in Samuel Gold- Times Square, is expected to be comthe
row. I.T.O. of Ohio convention tomorwyn's suit against United Artists,
pleted in time to allow the house to
Alexander Korda and London Film
•
open
during
Easter Week. It occupies
Productions were postponed to March
site of the old George M. Cohan
Wilma Freeman of Warners pub- 15 in a stipulation filed yesterday in the
Theatre. The theatre has been leased
licity department is confined to her U. S. District Court.
home with a fractured ankle, suffered
years
by Consolidated
AmuseEnterprises,
Inc.
The postponement refers to a mo- for 21ment
while leaving a taxicab.
tion by Goldwyn to examine Korda
•
before trial, one by Korda and LonMOTION PICTURE
don Film to dismiss the suit against
Truman H. Talley, general manaager of Movietone News, returns them, and an application by U. A. for
Thursday on the Conte di Savoia from an order to strike out parts of the
DAILY
an extended European visit.
complaint and for a bill of particulars.
•
(Registered U. S. Patent Office)
Under terms of the stipulation, anPublished daily except Saturday, Sunday and
swering
affidavits
must
be
served
by
Al is
Rosen,
manager
State,
recuperating
fromofa Loew's
relapse tomorrow and all replies by March 12. holidays by Quigley Publishing Company,
Inc., 1270 Sixth Avenue, Rockefeller Center,
and expects to be back on the job in
New York City. Telephone Circle 7-3100.
a few days.
Cable address "Quigpubco, New York." MarGN Auction on Coast
tin Quigley, Editor-in-Chief and Publisher;
Colvin Brown, Vice-President and General
Hollywood, Feb. 26. — Movable ef- Manager; Watterson R. Rothacker, ViceNate J. Blumberg, Universal presfects of Grand National Pictures will President; Sam Shain, Editor; James A.
ident, will arrive in New York today
from Florida.
be sold at an auction here Wednesday Cron, Advertising manager; Chicago Bureau,
•
624
South Hollywood
Michigan Avenue,
B. O'Neill,
and Thursday to satisfy creditors.
manager;
Bureau, C.Postal
Union
Life
Building,
Boone
Mancall,
manager,
WilJames R. Grainger, Republic presiliam R. Weaver, Editor; London Bureau, 4,
dent, left Hollywood yesterday for San
Golden Square, London Wl, Hope Williams,
ATTRACTIVE OFFICES
Francisco on a two-day business trip.
manager,
cable address
"Quigpubco,
Lon•
don." All contents
copyrighted
1940 by QuigWITH PROJECTION ROOM AND
ley Publishing Company, Inc. Other Quiglev
Geopge Stevens, director, arrived
publications: Motion Picture Herald, Better
from the Coast over the weekend for
FILM
VAULTS
AVAILABLE AT
Theatres,
Motion
Picture class
Ala short stay.
manac andInternational
Fame. Entered
as second
REASONABLE RENTAL.
•
matter, Sept. 23, 1938, at the post office at
New York, N. Y., under the act of March
723 Seventh Ave.
Inquire Supt.
Mr. and Mrs. Hugo Mayer are va3, 1879. Subscription rates per year $6 in the
cationing inHavana.
Americas and $12 foreign. Single copies 10c.

Time for filing petitions for allowances for services performed in the
BARNEY BALABAN, Paramount reorganization of RKO will be expresident, will return tonight from
tended by Federal Judge Bondy from
a month's vacation • in Florida.
March 1 to March 15.
The extension was asked by IrvingFred Lange, general European repCo., RKO reorganization trusresentative for Paramount, was de- Trusttee, and
Atlas Corp., proponent of the
layed indefinitely in Lisbon, Portugal,
reorganization
plan, which with their
when the Dixie Clipper cancelled all
counsel,
Donovan,
Newton, Leisure &
passenger reservations for its next Lumbard, and Simpson,
Thacher &
westward trip. Next scheduled flight Bartlet, respectively, were unable to
from Lisbon is the American Clipper,
complete their seven-year service recMarch 1.
ords on which their applications for
•
allowances will be based, within the
Howard Dietz, George Weltner, time originally prescribed.
Russell Holman, Harry Brandt,
Atlas may ask for compensation in
Arthur Mayer, Charles E. Mc- the form of new RKO common stock
Carthy, Sidney Phillips and Owen in an amount to be approved by the
Davis at Nick's Hunting Room in the court. Provision for this was made
in the RKO reorganization plan.
Astor for lunch yesterday.
•
Irving Trust will file its final reAlice Smith, chief cashier at the
port as RKO trustee in conjunction
Fox, San Francisco, since its opening with its application for allowances. Inin 1927, has resigned to marry
terim payments have been made from
George Mason, San Francisco busi- time to time during the reorganizaness man.
tion to both Irving Trust and its coun•
sel.
Ed Rosenbaum of Columbia's
Philadelphia branch was a guest lecturer at the University of Pennsylvania last night. He discussed publicity and promotion.
•
Edna R. Carroll, head of the
Pennsylvania Board of Motion Picture Censors, has returned to her
home in Philadelphia after a threeweek Hollywood visit.
•
John Kenneth Hyatt, managing
director of the Center Theatre, is on
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Tomorrow

Ruling

{Continued from page 1)
business and create an exhibition
monopoly in the area.
Judge Davies ordered this section
cf the Government complaint stricken
out, concurring with defendants in
their contention that such exhibition
practices are purely local in character,
have no bearing on interstate commerce and do not come under the ban
of the Sherman anti-trust law.
"The court is of the opinion," Judge
Davies said, "that such local acts in
themselves, not alleged to have been
part of a conspiracy for the purpose
of restraining interstate commerce, do
not directly restrain and burden interstate commerce, and the court does
not regard the acts alleged as creating
a direct and substantial burden on interstate commerce."
Denying the Government's plea to
overrule defendants' motions for bills
of particulars, Judge Davies held that
defendants were following the proper
procedure in making their requests.
He granted 75 separate requests for
particulars by defendant companies
having theatre affiliates and denied 49
ot their requests. The non-theatre
owning defendants, United Artists,
Columbia and Universal, were granted
66 requests for particulars and had
61 denied.
The requests denied in both groups
were either those which the court held
were of an "evidentiary" nature and
could be properly put to the Government in the form of interrogatories
later, or had been granted to the
theatre-owning defendants and, therefore, did not need to be granted to the
second group additionally.
John W. Caskey of Dwight, Harris,
Koegle & Caskey, New York, represented the first group of defendants
and Louis D. Frohlich of Schwartz
& Frohlich, New York, the second
group. They were assisted by counsel from Nashville and Memphis.
UA

Ohio

Picture

Same

With Stahl Deal Set
(Continued from page 1)
tions are that three regional meetings.
East, Midwest and Far West, will be
held in April.
Nine of the company's forthcoming
releases are completed now and awaiting release arrangements, Lynn Farnol, United Artists advertising and
publicity director, reported yesterday
on his return to New York from a
two weeks' visit on the Coast.
These are Charles Chaplin's "Production Number 6;" "Rebecca," "My
Son, My Son," "Our Town," "The
Westerner," "House Across the Bay,"
"Thief of Bagdad," "Over the Moon,"
and "1,000,000 B. C."
Three of these, "Rebecca," "My
"Our Town,"
Son" and
My booked
Son,
have been
by the Music Hall
for New York premieres, Farnol said.
The Chaplin picture will be titled
"The Great Dictator" if negotiations
now under way with Paramount,
which owns the title "The Dictator,"
are successful. The picture will be
released this Summer, it was said.
Additional pictures scheduled for release this season, but not in work yet,
include "Kit Carson," "Personal History" and "Pago Pago," Farnol said.
Silverstone, Gold and Charles
Schwartz, United Artists attorney, are
expected from the Coast early next
week.

To

Study

Television

Threats

34

New

Now

Films

Shooting

Columbus, Feb. 26. — There are
18,000 restaurants and bars in Ohio
which are potential receivers of television broadcasts and therefore represent possible future competition to
theatres, according to Martin G.
Smith, president, I.T.O. of Ohio.
In a bulletin outlining subjects to
be discussed at the seventh annual
convention of the I.T.O. at the Neil
House here on Wednesday and Thursday, Smith states :
"With the announcement that commercial television is all ready for the
American market, it creates a vast
new field of competition to motion
picture theatres." He suggests that
consideration be given to legislation
that will "place theatres on at least an
equal footing" with prospective television competitors.
Abram F. Myers, general counsel
of Allied States, and H. M. Richey,
director of exhibitor relations for
RKO, will be among the speakers.
Charles L. "Casanave, vice-president
and general manager of Advertising
Accessories, Inc., will discuss the aims
of the new National Screen Service
subsidiary.
The practice of Ohio authorities in

On
Coast
Lots
permittinghibiting
"charity
bingo" in
while
procash giveaways
theatres
will be debated. Smith declares that
in 1939 bingo parlors licensed by the
Hollywood, Feb. 26. — Thirty-four
City of Cincinnati took in $2,000,000
with a consequent loss in business to pictures were before the cameras this
theatres. He believes that this licens- week as eight started and seven finished. Nineteen were in final prepaing feature is likely to spread to other
ration stages and 64 are being ecV^d.
cities in the State.
Columbia
(Vox;1
Carlton S. Dargusch, counsel to the
In Work — "The Doctor Tak^„ a
I.T.O., will discuss the pending suit
Wife," "The Man Who Would Not
by a taxpayer to force the collection
of a sales tax from exhibitors. This
Started — -"Offenders of the Law."
involves
about $2,000,000 in back
taxes.
M-G-M
Finished— -"40 Little Mothers."
Among other subjects scheduled for
In Work — "Two Girls on Broadopen
forum playing
discussion
"Forcing"
of Sunday
time areon : percentage
way," "Dr. Kildare's Girl," "Edison
pictures ; cancellation privileges and the Man," "Waterloo Bridge," "Pride
the "non-forcing" of shorts and news- and Prejudice," "And One Was Beautiful," "The Mortal Storm," "20 Mule
reels ; possible effects of passage of
"Susan and God."
the Neely bill on independent exhibi- Team,"
Started — "Andy Hardy Meets a
tion;growth of 16mm. exhibition, and
admission prices.
Monogram
Die."
Justice Arthur H. Day of the Ohio
Started — "Covered Wagon Trails,"
Supreme Court will be toastmaster at "Son
Debutante."
of the Navy."
the banquet Wednesday night. OffiSol Lesser
cers and directors will be elected at
In Work — "Our
Town."
Paramount
the final session Thursday. Ten companies will exhibit theatre equipment
In Work— "Destiny,"
"The Ghost
and accessories.
RKO

Harriscolor

Canada

Films

Reorganization Set
Harriscolor Films, Inc., has been
reorganized to the satisfaction of creditors and stockholders, according to
Emil K. Ellis, attorney.
Ellis says that a decree will shortly be presented to the Chancery Court
at Wilmington, Del., to discharge the
company from receivership. The company entered the color film field on
the Coast about eight years ago and
discontinued operations four years ago
when it entered receivership.
Harriscolor was founded by Joseph
B. Harris, Sr., who died last December.
J. B. Harris, Jr., is now president.
Vancouver

May

Cut

Building of Theatres
Vancouver, B. C, Feb. 26. — Vancouver's City Council is considering
methods to limit construction of theatres by assigning per capita quotas
on maximum number of seats to be
allowed in any district in the city.
The president of the British Columbia Theatre Association spoke for
suburban owners in recommending
such a move, pointing out that there
is now one seat for every seven persons in the Vancouver area. New
theatres are continually being built in
spite of the fact that the city is already over-seated, he said.

Dismiss

Mississippi

Action on Bank Night
Gulfport, Miss., Feb. 26. — Chancellor D. M. Russell in Chancery Court
here has dismissed the suit of Jack
Whall, patron, against the Saenger
Theatres, Inc., challenging the legality of Bank Night as conducted by
the defendant in its Gulfport theatres.
Whall brought suit to recover $3,000 in admissions allegedly paid by
himself and "others" and sought to
have Bank Nights stopped on the
ground that it is a "public nuisance."

On

Plans

Activities

Films
in War

Toronto, Feb. 26.— With the appointment ofG. Herbert Lash, former
newspaperman, as director of public information, succeeding Walter
Thompson, who retired because of illhealth, the Canadian Government has
launched a film production program
under the sponsorship of the Bureau
of Information and the National Film
Board.
One picture will be released each
month dealing with Canada's wartime
activities. The official series will include "Private Lives," depicting the
activities of Canadian troops now in
England ; will be followed by "Atlantic
Patrol," dealing with naval and air
force along the Atlantic Seaboard ;
"Canadian Women in War," "Empire
Air Training in Canada" and others
dealing with industries and Government bureau operations.

Protection

Is Asked

On Drive-In Theatre
.Milwaukee, Feb. 26. — Local exhibitors will request protection on
clearance over the new $30,000 drivein theatre being erected in the town
of Brookfield, it was indicated following a zone meeting of the I.T.P.A. of
Wisconsin
at the Hotel Hilton in
Beloit.

In Work — "You Can't Fool Your
Breakers."
Wife," "The Saint Takes Over."
Republic
Finished — "Rancho Grande," "The
Dark Command," "Ghost Valley
Roach
Started— "Turnabout."
Raiders."
Small
In Work — "South of Pago Pago."
20th Century-Fox
Finished — "Earthbound," "Star
Dust," "Charlie Chan's Cruise."
/„, Work— -"Lillian Russell," "On
Universal
Started
— "Maryland."
Their
Own."
In Work— "It's a Date," "Sandy is
a Lady," "If I Had My Way."
Started — "LaWarners
Conga Nights."
In Work— "The Sea Hawk," "All
This and Heaven, Too," "An Angel
from Texas," "Torrid Zone."
Started— "Flight Eight."
RKO

Disputes

In Article

Facts

on Welles

Representatives
of RKO's
legal department have advised
the Saturday
Evening Post that certain parts of
that magazine's story about Orson
Welles, carried in the issue of Feb.
17, were erroneous. Not only is the
Orson Welles contract in effect but
RKO has not "bought itself off for
£160,000," and "no budget of over
The meeting was attended by inon Welles' picture has ever
dependent exhibitors operating in the $1,000,000
submitted." The article to which
area effected by the new project, and been
RKO takes exception was written by
the general opinion was that the the- Alva Johnston and Fred Smith.
atre should not be permitted to play
product until it had cleared Mil- Critics at Ampa Meeting
waukee.
Kate Cameron, film critic of the
Nezus, on behalf of other critics, will
Reuben Samuels Buried
wish Frank S. Nugent of the Times
Funeral services were held yester- godspeed on his forthcoming deparday at the Riverside Memorial Chapel
ture to the Coast, at the Ampa meetfor Reuben Samuels, 62, head of the
ing at Jack Dempsey's restaurant
film insurance concern bearing his Thursday noon. Nugent leaves shortname, who died Friday in Miami.
ly for the 20th Century-Fox studio
Burial was at Union Field Cemetery, where
tract. he will start on a writing conQueens.

WHEELING,

W. VA.

Opening gross "My
Little Chickadee" surpasses all previous
record holders includ-

"A

fantastic

burlesque

of the

Westerns

ab-

surd!"— Chicago
Daily News

sioiSSr "Showboat"!
ROCHESTER
'Gusty, lusty humor..."
— Motion Picture Daily
'A box office natural!"
— Hollywood Reporter

"My

Little Chick-

. . .

delightfully

ing "My Ma n Godfrey"
"MaAAiflcent Obses-

CHICAGO

A smash week at the
Palace and holding
over for 2nd week!

. . Clean-up business
it the box office!"
-Shoivmen's Trade Review

Palace

adee" gives the
its two

greatest weeks
this season!
"A lusty comedy of
high order.. .a film that
makes you chuckle
— Washington Post
with joy?"
"Mae West, blonde and
curvacious . . . Fields

"Fields
West

and

run

in 'My

riot

WASHINGTON
"Chickadee"held

Little

— Washington

ChiTim
cka
Her
'!"
esdee
ald

MIAMI

over at Keith's...
heading for third
smashing

"A

week !

hefty

pack-

(Telegram
From
LITTLE
Lincoln"MY
Theatre)

CHICKADEE" SETS
NEW HIGH THIS

age of lusty humor that will
— Variety
click for surpris-

— Sonny Shepherd
SEASON!"

ing grosses...!"

INDIANAPOLIS
"My Little Chickadee"
tops "Destry Rides
Again" diana
at Theatre
the Inby
better than 25%!

"Box

office

'Audiences laughed
... so loudly and
long as to drown
whole

sequences

dialogue!"
— Motion

out
of

power! . . . WestFields combina-

Picture
Herald

— tion
Daily
miss!"
can't Variety

SEATTLE
aramount

SPRINGFIELD,

Theatre

urns them

away

yith "My

Little

Roxy

Theatre

III
re-

ports "My Little
Chickadee" beats
both" Destry" and

hickadee" hitting
ew highs!

"First Love!"

'Laugh-packed
comedy
as box

rates
office

natural!"
— Film Daily

". . . Sure

fire

HARTFORD

"Chickadee"

tops
every Universal picture ever played at

for

audience
— Boxoffice

Loew's Theatre!
reaction!"
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Theatre
Tips

and

Personnel

Notes

Manages Bridgeport House
Bridgeport, Conn., Feb. 26.— Dan
Ricitelli, former assistant ad sales
manager at the New Haven 20th-Fox
exchange, New Haven, has been apSam Hadel
manager
from
over man's
tlyof taken
recen
Colonial,pointed
fora,
Somm
ick
Domen
r.
Lou Ange
merly with Grand National, has
Ricitelli's former post.
Warners Shift Manager
New Haven, Feb. 26.— Warner
Theatres have appointed William
Flanagan, of the Lenox, Hartford, as
ord, remanager of the Lyric, Hartfresign
ed.
placing Paul Binstock,
Thomas Mailer of the Rialto, Hartford, moves to the Lenox, and Victor
Morelli of the burned Bristol takes
Mailer's position.

Managers Transferred
Philadelphia, Feb. 26.— Joseph
Warners'
Nevinson, manager of
Grange, has taken over at the Bromley in the same capacity, filling a va-of
cancy resulting from the death
Gershon Shalita. Henry Eytting, assistant manager at the Bromley, was
transferred to the Grange as house
manager.

Hollywood, Feb. 26. — With the
purchase by Darryl Zanuck of "I
Married a Nazi," Liberty Magazine
serial, for early production, attention
last week was centered upon films of
topical events in Europe. M-G-M is
shooting
"The Bottoms
Mortal Storm,"
the
Phyllis
novel from
with
James Stewart and Margaret Sullavan heading a name cast, and is
preparing "Escape," written by Ethel
Vance. Both deal with current conditions in Germany.
Paramount for some time has been
paring "Polonaise," which deals with
the seige of Warsaw. The same studio
also has a property called "Blackout."
"Three Way Justice," original story
by Arnold Belgard and Jack Roberts, has been bought by RKO for a
George O'Brien western. . . . Myles
Connolly has been signed by
Charles R. Rogers to prepare the
screenplay of "Senate Page Boys,"
for Columbia release. . . . Gail Patrick and Georges Metaxa have been
added to the cast of Columbia's "The
Doctor Takes a Wife," starring Loretta Young and Ray' Milland.
Ralph Bellamy and Virginia
Bruce, the latter newly signed to a
term contract, will be starred in
"FlightTerry
No. has
8," been
at Warners.
. .
Ruth
borrowed .from

on

headed by Brenda Joyce, John Exploitation
Payne, Walter Brennan, Charles
Ruggles, Fay Bainter and Marjorie
Weaver. . . . Edna May Oliver for Campaign
in Albany
Extensive 'Ehrlich'
"Pride and Prejudice," and C. AuAlbany, Feb. 26. — Charles Smakbrey Smith
to "Waterloo
are witz, Warner Theatres district mannew M.
G. M.
castings. . .Bridge"
.
ager, and Jules Curley, advertising
manager, personally handled exnjoitaPreston Sturgess has been as- tion on a large-scale campait^.for
"Dr. Ehrlich's Magic Bullet ere.
signed to adapt his original, "A Cup They ascertained that Assemblyman
of Coffee," at Paramount. Virginia Harold B. Ehrlich, Republican of
Van Upp draws the screenplay of
"There's Always Juliet" at the same Buffalo and chairman of the Assembly Claims Committee, was a lineal
studio. . . . Samuel Goldwyn has exrelation
of Dr. Ehrlich. They artended the contract of Doris Davenranged an interview with Ehrlich by
port, feminine lead in "The West- a film critic, with attendant ballyhoo.
. M-G-M
has given Robert
Young eraner." .. new
contract.
Preceding
picture'sforrun,
witz
held a the
screening
40 Smakhealth
officers, headed by the State Commissioner of Public Health, Dr. Edward
Wendy Barrie will play the feminine lead in "The Saint Strikes Back" S. Godfrey and the chief surgeons and
at RKO. . . . Clarence Muse will star
doctors in all hospitals within a 25in "Broken Strings," all-Negro film mile radius.
being produced and directed by B. B.
Ray for International Roadshows.
Muse wrote the original story which Radio, Film Tieup Set
was adapted by Earl Krusada, Muse on 'Fu Manchu' Serial
and David Arlen. George Randol
Republic and Radio Attractions,
is supervisor
of production. . . . Inc., has arranged a nationwide coMaureen O'Hara, Lucille Ball and
operative promotion tieup on the radio
Barbara
Read
top
the
cast
of
RKO's
program,
"The Shadow of Fu Man"One of Six Girls," original by
the Republic serial, "Drums
Vicki Baum. . . . James Dunn draws of Fuchu" andManchu."
Theatres playing
the male lead in "Son of the Navy" the serial will publicize the program,
opposite Jean Parker. Grant Withers and the sponsors of the show will in
will produce the film for Monogram, turn use spot announcements on the
and William Nigh will direct. . . .
film serial.
Monogram has signed Paul Malvern
to produce
"Queen
of the
Yukon,"
from
the Jack
London
story.
. . . $300 in Prizes Offered

Walter Wanger for Warners' "Angel from Texas." . . . Paramount has
charged the title of "The Woman from
Hell" to "Queen of the Mob." . . .
Buys Iowa Theatre
M-G-M has put Jonathan Latimer
T.
and Joseph Fields on the script of Boris Karloff will be starred in "The
Afton, Iowa, Feb. 26.— Charles
Parish, associated with Alton Smith "Nick Carter in Panama," second of Man Who Would Not Die," Columbia, which Nick Grinde will direct.
of Murray, Iowa, in the ownership of a proposed Nick Carter series. The
. . . Florence Enright has been signed
the Paris here and a theatre at Mur- first one starred Walter Pidgeon.
by Paramount as dramatic coach. . . .
ray, has bought the Smith interest in
Paramount
has
changed
the
title
of
manthe
assume
will
May McAvoy has been given a term
and
the Paris
agement, assisted by Don Rutledge.
"At Good Old Siwash" to "Those contract at M-G-M. . . . John King
and Marjorie Reynolds top the
Were the Days" and of Harry SherOpens Conn. House Soon
man's "Hold Your Horses" to cast of "Midnight Limited," MonoR. Williams will produce
Ridgefield. Conn., Feb. 26.— Irwin "Stagecoach War." ... Hattie Mc- from angram. T.original
screenplay by C.
Wheeler, who operates the Darien, Daniell has been borrowed from B. Williams and Harrison Carter.
eld
David
Selznick
for
20th
CenturyRidgefi
t
700-sea
new
the
will open
Howard Bretherton will direct. . . .
whose
cast is
Playhouse, first house in the town, late Fox's "Maryland,"
in March. The house is being constructed at an estimated cost of
Woodward Amusement Co., operator
Washington. Sullivan's route will be
$75,000.
covered by Al Bloom, former booker of the Woodward, has purchased two
for Universal and more recently head new projection machines.
Rebuilding Arkansas House
of a local state rights exchange.
Remodels Oklahoma House
Clarendon, Ark., Feb. 26.— J. W.
maand
lot
the
bought
has
Building
in
Alabama
Crabtree
Walters, Okla., Feb. 26. — Glen
terials from H. E. Lynch where the
Thompson,
operator of the Thompson
Riverview,
Ala.,
Feb.
26.
—
A
new
ago,
weeks
several
burned
Paramount
here,
recently
installed new sound
450-seat
theatre
is
being
constructed
and is making arrangements to erect
a new theatre.
here by the West Point Manufactur- equipment and remodeled the house.
ing Co. at a cost of approximately
Reopens in Fort Dodge
Sanders Takes Elton
$35,000. ;
Fort Dodge, Iowa, Feb. 26. — F. B.
The Elton, 4217 New Utrecht Ave.,
R"m )del Coast House
Damon has reopened the Park here
Brooklyn, has been taken over by
Hollister, Cal., Feb. 26. — The after a brief closing for installation of
Julius Sanders. The theatre will be
close
will
State,
owned and operated by Golden new lighting fixtures.
It
Brandt.
booked by Harry
temporarily and will reopen on State Theatres of San Francisco, is
Former Owner Takes House
March 25.
being completely remodelled.
Delmar, N. Y., Feb. 26.— The Delmar here has reverted from Roger
Repair Philadelphia House
Reseating Two Houses
Aiarmon to its previous owner, Jarvis
Philadelphia, Feb. 26. — The Benn
Tahlequah. Okla., Feb. 26.— J. P. Brothers.
Theatre, recently damaged by fire, Thompson, operator of the Sequoyah
will be repaired immediately.
and
Thompson
Manages Berkeley Theatre
the two
houses. here, plans to re-seat
Berkeley, Cal., Feb. 26. — Joe
Navarre Quits U. A.
O'Connor, veteran California showRemodel in California
Seattle, Feb. 26.— Guy Navarre
man, has been named manager of the
for seven years manager of United
Rivoli.
Turlock,
Cal.,
Feb.
26.—
Fox
TheArtists' local exchange, has resigned
atre here is being remodelled by
and is succeeded by Peter Higgins, at LJnited California Theatres.
Renovate Massachusetts House
present a salesman for the company
Pittsfield, Mass., Feb. 26. — Nain western Washington. Higgins' sales
Equipment Is Renewed
than E. Goldstein will close the Capterritory will be taken over by A. J.
itol shortly for complete renovation.
Woodward, Okla., Feb. 26. — The
Sullivan, at present selling in eastern

For 'Capture' of
In conjunction
"Raffles" at local
New York Journl

'Raffles'
with the run of
Loew theatres, the
and American will

offer
$300 roaming
in rewardsabout
for the "capture"
of a man
town and
posing as the elusive crook. Fifty
dollars is paid daily for six days to
the person who identifies "Raffles."
'Headless' Ushers
Plug 'Invisible Man'
Albany', Feb. 26. — Theme of "The
Invisible Man" was played up when
the picture played Warners' Ritz,
ushers
about jars
townatop
in their
con- :
trivanceswalking
with pickle
heads to provide an eerie headless
effect. The sandwich men stalked into
the newspaper offices and made the
stunt good for pictures and stories.
'Jury' Decision

Used on 'Remember'
Oklahoma City, Feb.' 26. — For the
picture, "Remember the Night,"
Spence Pierce, manager of the Midwest, appointed a jury of 12 as critics
to determine whether the picture rated
the three stars Liberty Magazine
gave it or four and one-half stars,
which Pierce said he felt the picture
was worth.
Tieup with Libraries
Aids 'Swiss Family'
Providence, Feb. 26. ■— George
French, manager, and William Morton, exploiteer at the RKO-Albee.
stressed the book angle in selling
"Swiss Family Robinson," planting
exhibits of books and. stills in the
Providence Public Library and its
seven branches, in school libraries and
made tieups with bookstores.
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{Continued from page 1)
porting player was Thomas Mitchell
in "Stage Coach." Brian Aherne was
second in "Juarez," and Akim Tamiroff was third in "Disputed Passage."
Best performance by a female supporting player was Greer Garson in
"Goodbye, Mr. Chips," Rosalind Russell in "The Women" was second, and
AJl. 4J3rady in "Young Mr. Lincoln'
Young actor most likely to win
greatest fame in 1940 was Jeffrey
Lynn. Eddie Albert was second, and
John Howard was third.
Young actress most likely to win
greatest fame in 1940 was Maureen
O'Hara. Linda Darnell was second,
and Lana Turner was third.
Those winning honorable mention
for young actor most likely to win
greatest fame in 1940 were : Richard
Carlson, Robert Cummings, William
Holden, Victor Mature, Edmund
O'Brien, Robert Preston and Robert
Stack. Young actresses receiving
honorable mention were : Betty Field,
Susanna Foster, Helen Gilbert, Gloria
Jean, Brenda Joyce, Mary Martin,
June Preisser.

'Sidewalks/ $7,000
Leads Providence
Providence, Feb. 26. — Bad weather
cut grosses, the Strand's double,
"Sidewalks of London" and "Money
to Burn," bringing in $7,000, the only
above-average take in town.
Estimated takings for the week ending Feb. 20-22 :
"Vigil in the Night" (RKO)
"The Marines Fly High" (RKO)
RKO- ALB EE — (2,239) (25c-35c-50c) 7 days,
2nd week. Gross: $5,500. (Average, $6,000)
"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
LOEWS STATEW(3,232) (75c-$U0-$1.65)
6 days, 4th and last week. Gross: $10,000.
(Average, $11,000)
"Little Old New York" (ZOth-Fox)
"Young As You Feel" (ZOth-Fox)
MAJESTIC— (2,250) (25c-35c-50c) 7 days.
Gross: $6,700. (Average, $7,000)
"Sidewalks of London" (Para.)
"Money to Burn" (Rep.)
STRAND — (2,200) (25c-35c-50c) 7 days.
Gross: $7,000. (Average, $6,000)
"Oh, Johnny, How You Can Love" (Univ.)
FAY'Swith
— (1,800)
7 days.
Stage
show
Harry(25c-35c-40c)
Rose, Variety
Gambols,
Jean Devereaux, Gibson & Co., and the
Romano Brothers. Gross: $4,900. (Average,
$6,500)
"Fighting 69th" (W.B.)
"Danger On Wheels" (Univ.)
CARLTON — (1,526) (25c-35c-50c) 7 days,
3rd week. Gross: $2,900. (Average, $3,500)
"The Great Victor Herbert" (Para.) (3 days)
"Barricade" (20th-Fox) (3 days)
"Four Wives" (W.B.) (4 days)
"Invisible Man Returns" (Univ.) (4 days)
EMPIRE — (2,200) (2Oc-30c) 2nd run. Gross:
$1,100. (Average, $1,700)

in

England

Short

Subjects

London, Feb. 26. — Fears that the
British
quota market on short sub"The Castle on the Hudson"
jects will be flooded with Govern( Warners)
ment-sponsored subjects have been exHollywood, Feb. 26. — A grippingly tragic story of an East Side
pressed in several quarters.
New York youngster who, lacking proper environment, turned to crime,
The Films Council has appointed a
new
committee to study the short
is told in Warners' "The Castle, on the Hudson," the title referring
jocularly to Sing Sing prison. John Garfield, Ann Sheridan and Pat subject situation. Two opposing sections among short subject producers
O'Brien top a cast which includes Burgess Meredith, Henry O'Neill, already have completed studies of the
Jerome Cowan, Guinn Williams, John Litel and Margot Stevenson.
The story has Garfield committed to Sing Sing for the commission situation. One produces inexpensive
so-called entertainment shorts, and the
of a felony. Hardened by environment, he changes under the super- other mostly documentary subjects.
vision of O'Brien, the humanitarian warden who permits him a fur- The latter group is demanding cost
lough when Miss Sheridan, the youngster's sweetheart, is believed to and quality safeguards for their product in quota regulations.
be dying. Suspected of a murder she commits, Garfield returns to
prison only when the warden is censured by his superiors for permitting 'Wi
nd9 with $7,000
him to leave. Convicted of the murder despite the girl's confession,
Garfield is executed.
The screenplay by Seton I. Miller, Brown Holmes and Courtney
Is New
Haven
Best
Terrett, one of the several taken from the non-fiction book of Warden
New Haven, Feb. 26. — "Gone With
Lewis E. Lawes' "20,000 Years in Sing Sing," is a frank play on the the Wind" at the College in the fourth
emotions.
Anatole Litvak directed the Samuel Bischoff production.
week drew $7,000. "Broadway MelRunning time, 76 minutes.
"G."*
Vance King Poli odytook
of 1940"
and "Reno" at the Loew$9,800.
*"G" denotes general classification.
"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
COLLEGE— (1,499) (75c-$l-10) 7 days, 4th
week. Gross: $7,000. (Average, $2,700)
M-G-M in Talent Search "Reno" (RKO)
"Broadway Melody of 1940" (M-G-M)
Ontario Corporation
Bill Grady of M-G-M's talent deLOEW-POLI— (3,040) (35c-50c) 7 days.
partment has arrived in Jacksonville, Gross:
Levy Hits Industry
$9,800. (Average, $8,000)
Ela.,
on
a
talent
search
for
candidates
"His
Girl
Friday" (Col.)
Toronto, Feb. 26. — Incorporated
"Music
In
My Heart" (Col.)
film companies, including theatres, ex- for the boy role of Jody for "The
LOEW-POLI-BIJOU— (1,482) (35c-50c) 7
changes and equipment firms, are hit
days,
2nd
week. Gross: $3,100. (Average.
$2,500)
by heavily increased taxation in the Yearling."
"He Married His Wife" (20th-Fox)
adoption of the Corporation Tax Act
Change Comedy Title
"Bad Little Angel" (M-G-M)
of 1940 by the Ontario legislature.
PARAMOUNT— (2,348) (35c-50c) 7 days.
Hollywood,
Feb.
26.
—
"Saps
at
The levy on business incomes has been Sea" is the final title for the Hal Gross: $4,000. (Average, $4,000)
raised from two per cent to five per Roach film starring Laurel and "Vigil in the Night" (RKO)
"Two Thoroughbreds" (RKO)
cent, an advance of 150 per cent,
ROGER
— (2,200) $5,000)
(35c-50c) 7
which has been made retroactive to United
Hardy, Artists
previously
"Crackpots." days.
willtitled
release.
Gross:SHERMAN
$5,500. (Average,
Jan. 31, 1939, more than one year ago.
Profits of companies therefore will
come under the increased Provincial
taxation for 11 months of the past
calendar year as well as for the current 12 months. The bill when first
introduced provided for a taxation increase which would have covered
company income for both 1938 and
1939 but, in the face of strong objection, it was amended to include
only 11 months of last year, or practically an even 12 months prior to the
introduction of the measure. The
profitsvised tax
increase" for
was the
largely
deas a substitute
proposed
provincial amusement tax, which netted the Government $2,000,000 in a
year before it was abolished in 1937.

Bestor Band, 'Heir
$8,500, Kansas City
Kansas City, Feb. 26. — Don Bestor
and his band, with "Green Hell" at
the Tower took $8,500. Big money
went to "Gone With the Wind" at
Loew's Midland for the fourth consecutive week, $15,700.
'Hudson' at $4,300
Estimated takings for the week endIn Omaha's Slump
ing Feb. 20-22:
Omaha, Feb. 26.— "Castle on the "I Take
This Woman" (M-G-M)
ESOUIRE— (800) (25c-40c) 8 days. Gross:
Hudson" grossed $4,300 at the Brandeis. Generally quiet business com- $3,100. (Average, $2,700)
With the Wind" (M-G-M)
bined with adverse weather to keep "Gone
MIDLAND'-(4,0OO) (75c-$1.12) 6 days, 4th
; grosses down.
week. Gross: $15,700.
Estimated takings for the week end- "Brother Rat and a Baby" (W.B.)
NEWMAN— (1,900) (25c-40c) 7 days. Gross:
|ing Feb. 22-23 :
$5,500. (Average. $7,000)
"Castle on the Hudson" (W.B.)
Castle
on the Hudson" (W.B.)
"Marines Fly High" (RKO)
Married and in Love" (RKO)
BRANDEIS— (1,200) (25c-35c-40c) 7 days.
ORPHEUM — (1,500) (25c-40c) 7 days.
Gross:
$4,300. (Average, $4,000)
Gross: $5,600. (Average, $5,000)
"I Take This Woman" (M-G-M)
Green Hell" (20th- Fox)
"Kid Nightingale" (W.B.)
TOWER— (2,200) (25c) 7 days. Stage: Don
OMAHA-(2,200) (25c-40c) 7 days. Gross: Bestor
& Band, featuring Penny Lee and
$5,800. (Average, $6,000)
Johnny
J6.000) Russell. Gross: $8,500. (Average,
"Gerorumo" (Para.)
"Seventeen" (Para.)
I Take This Woman" (M-G-M)
ORPHEUM - (3,000) (25c-40c) 7 days.
UPTOWN — (2,000) (25c-40c) 8 days. Gross:
Gross: $6,700. (Average, $7,600)
$4,200. (Average, $3,800)

RICHARD CROMWELL-
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Frisco

Gives

'Wind'

Good

Loop

"Westbound
Stage"
{Monogram)
Lead
$30,000
Hollywood, Feb. 26. — Tightly spun and presented against magnifioutdoor backgrounds, the story of "Westbound Stage" provides
Chicago, Feb. 26.— "Gone With the every cent
opportunity for its star, Tex Ritter, who takes full advantage of
San Francisco, Feb. 26. — "Gone
Wind" in the fourth week drew those opportunities in the departments of riding and singing.
With the Wind" was outstanding with
$62,800 at the Oriental and Woods.
$30,000 in the fourth week at the
In preventing a stagecoach shipment of money from being stolen,
The weather was unsettled.
Warfield. "Green Hell" drew $15,000
Estimated takings for the week end- and in the preliminaries leading up to the attempt, action is stressed at the Golden Gate.
and kept at a fast pace throughout.
ing Feb. 21-24:
Estimated takings for the weAox.^d"The Light that Failed" (Para.)
Spencer
Bennett's
direction,
in
combination
with
the
screenplay
of
Hell"20-23:
(Univ.)
APOLLO— (1,400) (35c-55c-75c) 7 days, 2nd Robert Emmett, have made of the film an outstanding example of west- "Green
ing Feb.
week. Gross: $7,200. (Average, $6,000)
GOLDEN
GATE—
(2,850) (35c-40c-55c) 7
ern material, with no lags or letdowns. Produced by Edward Finney,
"His Girl Friday" (Col.)
days. Stage: Vaudeville.
Gross: $15,000.
CHICAGO — (4,000) (35c-55c-75c) 7 days.
(Average,
$15,000)
Stage: Jane Withers with revue. Gross: the picture's cast, besides Ritter, includes Nelson McDowell, Muriel "His Girl Friday" (Col.)
Evans, Nolan Willis, Steve Clark and Tom London.
$32,600. (Average, $32,000)
"Little Accident" (Univ.)
"Little Old New York" (ZOth-Fox)
ORPHEUM— (2,440) (15c-35c-40c) 7 days,
GARRICK — (1,000) (35c-55c-75c) 7 days.
Running time, 54 minutes. "G."*
Walter Selden 3rd week. Gross: $8,000. (Average, $8,000)
Louis-Godoy Fight Films. Gross: $4,600.
"The
Man from Dakota" (M-G-M)
(Average $5,000)
"Congo Maisie" (M-G-M)
*"G"
denotes
general
classification.
"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
FOX— (5.000) (15c-30c-35c-40c) 7 days.
ORIENTAL — (3,200) (75c-$l.H)-$l.SO) 7
Gross: $14,500. (Average, $16,000)
days, 4th week. 3 shows daily. Gross:
"He
Married His Wife" (ZOth-Fox)
$46,800. (Average, $13,000)
"High School" (ZOth-Fox)
'Wind'
Pu
ll
s
"Vigil in the Night" (RKO)
'Wind'
PARAMOUNT— (2,740) (15c-30c-35c-40c) 7
Holds
days.
Gross:
(Average, $11,500)
"Marines Fly High" (RKO)
"Of Mice
and $11,000.
Men" (U.A.)
PALACE — (2,500) (35c-55c-75c) 7 days.
Gross: $13,000. (Average, $12,000)
UNITED ARTISTS — (1,200) (15c-35c-40c"Geronimo" (Para.)
55c) 7 days, 4th week. Gross: $4,800. AverSeattle
Lead
ROOSEVELT— (1,300) (35c-55c-75c) 7 days.
age. $8,000)
Gross: $10,200. (Average, $11,000)
"Broadway Melody of 1940" (M-G-M)
$5
Bi
5,
g
00
"Remember" (M-G-M)
0
"The Mam Who Wouldn't Talk" (ZOth-Fox)
STATE-LAKE — (2,700) (25c-35c-50c) 7
ST. FRANCIS— (1,400) (15c-30c-35c-40c) 7
days,
days. Stage: Dave Apollon and Revue.
In
Tw
Ci
ties $6,000) 2nd week. Gross: $5,700. (Average,
in
$23,000
With
Gros.s: $15,600. (Average, $12,000)
"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
"Balalaika" (M-G-M)
WARFIELD— (2,680) (75c-$1.10) 7 days,
UNITED ARTISTS— (1,700) (35c-55c-75c)
"Harvest"
(Foreign)
4th
week. Gross:
$30,000. (Average, $12,000)
7 days, 2nd week. Gross: $8,800. (Average, $14,000)
Seattle, Feb. 26. — "Gone With the
Minneapolis, Feb. 26. — "Gone
CLAY—(Average,
(400) (15c-35c-40c)
7 days. Gross:
"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
Wind" drew $23,000 at the Fifth With the Wind" led in its third week $1,900.
$1,000)
WOODS— (1,100) ($1.10-$1.50) 7 days, 4th
in the twin cities, taking $35,000 at "Rasputin" (Concord)
Avenue in the fourth week. "His
week. 2 shows daily. Gross: $16,000
LARK Gross:
IN— (390)
7 days, 2nd
Girl Friday" drew $6,100 in the third the Orpheum here and $22,000 at the week.
$800. (15c-35c-40c)
^Average, $1,000)
week at the Liberty. The weather Orpheum in St. Paul.
was fair and cool.
Estimated takings for the week endCincinnati Gives
Estimated takings for the week ending Feb. 23:
ing Feb. 23 :
'Wind; 'Chickadee'
"Melody" $14,000
Minneapolis :
"The
Light
that
Failed"
(Para.)
Lead Indianapolis
Cincinnati, Feb. 26. — "Broadway "The Flying Deuces" (RKO)
Old New York" (ZOth-Fox)
Melody of 1940" took $14,000 at the
BLUE MOUSE— (950) (25c-40c-55c) 7 days, "Little
STATE— (2,300) (25c-40c) 7 days. Gross:
Indianapolis, Feb. 26. — "Gone
RKO Albee, and "Gone With the 2nd week. Gross: $3,300. (Average, $4,000) $7,800. (Average, $4,000)
With the Wind" finished strong with
Wind" pulled $12,500 in its ninth and "Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
FIFTH AVENUE— (2,500) (7Sc-$1.15-$1.50)
final week at the RKO Capitol.
ORPHEUM— (2,900) (75c-$1.10) 7 days, 3rd $15,000 in its fourth week at Loew's.
7
days,
4th
week.
Gross:
$23,000.
(Average,
week. Gross: $35,000. (Average, $4,400)_
"My Little Chickadee" and "HoneyEstimated takings for the week endIndiana. moon Deferred" did $8,000 at the
$7,000)
"Light that Failed" (Para.)
ing Feb. 21-24:
"His Girl Friday" (Col.)
CENTURY — (1,000) (25c-40c) 7 days.
LIBERTY — (1.800) (25c-40c-55c) 7 days, Gross: $7,200. (Average, $4,000)
Estimated takings for the week end"Broadway Melody of 1940" (M-G-M)
RKO ALBEE— (2,300) (35c-42c) 7 days. 3rd week. Gross: $6,100. (Average, $5,000) "Invisible Stripes" (W.B.)
ing Feb. 23 :
Gross: $14,000. (Average, $12,000)
"I Take This Woman" (M-G-M)
GOPHER — (900) (25c) 7 days. Gross:
"Little Old New York" (ZOth-Fox)
$3,400. (Average, $2,500)
"City of Chance" (ZOth-Fox)
"The Light that Failed" (Para.)
"Young As You Feel" (ZOth-Fox)
MUSIC BOX— (950) (25c-40c-55c) 7 days,
RKO PALACE— (2,700) (35c-42c) 7 days.
2nd week. Gross: $3,200. (Average, $4,000) "Torpedoed" (Film Alliance)
APOLLO— (1,100) (25c-40c) 7 days, 2nd
Gross: $8,700. (Average, $10,000)
ESQUIRE — (25c-40c) 10 days. Gross: week.
Gross: $2,300. (Average, $2,500)
"Our Neighbors, the Carters" (Para.)
"Little
Old
New
York"
(ZOth-Fox)
"Swiss
Family
Robinson"
$1,600.
RKO SHUBERT-(2,150) (40c-60c) 7 days. "The Big Guy" (Univ.)
"Invisible
Stripes"
(W.B.) (RKO)
"Destry Rides Again" (Col.)
Stage: Johnny Davis' orchestra and revue.
ORPHEUM
—
(2,450)
(25c-40c)
7
days.
WORLD— (400) (25c-40c) 7 days, 4th week. $5,500.
Gross: $9,800. (Average, $10,000)
CIRCLE—
(2,800)$6,000)
(25c-40c) 7 days. Gross:
Gross: $5,400. (Average, $6,000)
(Average,
Gross: $900. (Average, $1,000)
"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
RKO CAPITOL— (2,000) (75c-$l-$1.50) 7 "Castle on the Hudson" (W.B.)
"High School" (ZOth-Fox)
"My Little Chickadee" (Univ.)
P ALOMAR— (1,500) (20c-25c-40c) 7 days. "Sante
"Honeymoon Deferred" (Univ.)
Fe Marshal" (Para.)
davs, 9th week. Gross: $12,500. (Average, Vaudeville
headed by Katherine Ellis. Gross:
at 35c-42c, $6,500)
INDIANA—
(3,200)$5,000)
(25c-40c) 7 days. Gross:
ASTER—
(900)
(I5c-25c)
5
days.
Gross:
$8,000.
(Average,
$5,800. (Average, $1,000)
$2,100. (Average, $1,500)
"Charlie McCarthy, Detective" (Univ.)
"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
"Oh, Johnnny, How You Can Love" (Univ.) "My Little Chickadee" (Univ.)
LOEW'S — (2,800) (75c-$1.10) 7 days, 4th
RKO LYRIC — (1,400) (25c-40c) 7 days. "Married and in Love" (RKO)
St. Paul:
week.
(Average, $7,000)
Gross: $3,300. (Average, $5,000)
PARAMOUNT— (3,050) (25c-40c) 7 days.
"Wolf
ofGross:
New $15,000.
York" (Rep.)
Gross: $7,300. CAverage, $6,000)
"Thou Shalt Not Kill" (Rep.)
"Light
that
Failed"
(Para.)
Louis-Godoy Fight Pictures (Mono.)
LYRIC— (2,000) (25c-40c) 7 days. Stage:
PARAMOUNT— (2,500) (25c-40c) 7 days. Benny
Goodman band. Gross : $10,500. (AverRKO FAMILY— (1.000) (15c-25c) 4 days
Gross: $5,600.
(Average, $4,400)
age, $8,000)
Gross: $1,600. (Average, $1,500)
"Gone
With
the
Wind"
(M-G-M)
'W
in
d'
"Ride 'Em, Cowboy" (W.B.)
at $29,500
ORPHEUM — (2,000) (75c-$1.10) 3rd week.
"Heroes in Blue" (Mono.)
Gross: $22,000. (Average, $3,200)
Louis-Godoy Fight Pictures (Mono.)
Leads in Montreal "Doctor X" (W.B.)
RKO FAMILY— (1,000) (15c-25c) ? days
RIVIERA— (1,000) (25c) 7 days. Gross: 'Friday' and 'Wind'
Gross: $1,200. (Average, $900)
Montreal, Feb. 26. — "Gone With $2,500. (Average,
$1,800)
St. Louis Leaders
"The Fighting 69th" (W.B.)
KEITH'S-(1,S00) (30c-40c) 7 days. 2nd the Wind" grossed $29,500 for its "British Intelligence" (W.B.)
week. Gross: $5,400. (Average, $6,000)
opening
Loew's at $1.13 top "Escape to Paradise" (RKO)
St. Louis, Feb. 26.— "His Girl Friwith
all week
seats at
reserved.
TOWER — (1,000) (25c) 7 days. Gross:
day" grossed $5,500 in its third week
$1,6CC)
(Average,
$2,300.
Estimated takings for the week endat
the
Missouri, as "Gone With the
Musicians End Strike
"Story of a Cheat" (Agate-Tattler)
ing Feb. 23 :
Wind," in its fourth week, maintained
WORLD-(400) (25c-40c) 7 days. Gross: its
record-breaking
Philadelphia, Feb. 26.— Local 77, "Remember the Night" (Para.)
pace with $44,000.
$1,100. (Average. $1,000)
of the American Federation of Musi- "Adventure in Diamonds" (Para.)
Estimated takings for the week endCAPITOL— (2,547) (25c-40c-55c-65c) 7 days.
ing Feb. 22:
cians, yielded in its three-month-old Gross:
$5,200. (Average, $8,000)
Revoke Seattle License
strike against the independent Carman
"Gene With the Wind" (M-G-M)
With the Wind" (M-G-M)
Theatre, signing an agreement with "Gone
LOEW'S STATE- (3,162) (75c-$1.12-$1.50)
LOEW'S(Average,
— (2,800) $8,000)
(75c-$1.13) 7 davs. Gross:
Seattle,
Feb.
26.—
The
City
Coun$29,500,
7
days. Gross: $44,000. (Average, 25c-40cGeorge Graves, Carman manager, re55c
scale, $13,000)
cil
license
committee,
headed
by
Coun- "Castle
on the Hudson" (W.B.)
turning musicians to the theatre on "Eternally Yours" (U.A.)
cilman Robert H. Harlin, has re- "Marines Fly High" (RKO)
March 1. In returning vaudeville to "A Chump at Oxford" (U. A.)
ORPHEUM — (919) (25c-35c-50c) 7 days.
FOX— (5.038) (25c-40c-55c) 6 days. Gross:
quested the Corporation Counsel here «10,000.
(Average, 7 days, $11,000)
the house, the musicians' union is al- Gross: $4,000. (Average, $5,000)
to
draw
an
ordinance
revoking
the
"Little
lowing the Carman to give the or- "The Shop Around the Corner" (M-G-M)
O'd
New York" (ZOth-Fox)
license of the Rialto, burlesque and
AMBASSADOR
— (3,018) (25c-40c-55c) 7
PALACE— (2.600) (25c -40c -55c -65c) 7 days.
chestra a12-week "vacation" between Gross:
oavs.
Gross:
$11,000.(Col.)(Average, $11,500)
$5,900.
(Average,
$10,000)
third-run
film house. The request fol- "His Girl Friday"
now; and the end of the year, as
lowed a report of the Board of The- "My Little Chickadee" (Para.)
"A Girl Must Live" (British)
against the straight 52-week contract "The
Big Guy" (Univ.)
atre Censors, alleging that the stage
MISSOUR
(3,514)
c) 7 days
upon which the union originally
PRINCESS — (2,272) (25c-35c-50c-65c) 7 shows at the Rialto were indecent.
3rd week. I—
Gross: $5,500.(25c-40c-55
(Average, $4,000)
insisted.
days. Gross: $3,400. (Average, $5,500)
With

$62,800
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COME!

Enjoy the frivolities of the Pioneer Days Celebration with the Southwest's far-famed Peace Officers,
Rangers, Cowboys, Indian Chiefs.
RIDE in the famous Deadwood Stage Coaches, the Pioneer Prairie Schooners, on the backs of snorting, bucking Texas Bronchos!
DRESS UP in cowboy chaps and sombreros! YOU
nish the physique — WE, the clothes!

fur-

GO HAP-HAP-HAPPY at the Pioneer Days Village
Lucky
Day! Club on floors 7 and ll).'Mebby it's your
(in Athletic
EAT right out of the Chuck- Wagon . . . the kind of food
that built an Empire ... Frijoles! Corn Pone! Hot Biscuits! Chicken in the Rough! Enchilladas! Tacos! Chili
con queso and Tamales !
ENJOY the sights and festivities of the Frontier Frolic!
Colorful! Thrilling! Joy-Packed! Your grandchildren
will talk about the Mexican Fiesta!
All this and more! . . . Plenty more!
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Short
Hollywood

Reviews
Brevities

Subject
Reviews

"The Paper Hanger"
( Essanay-King of Comedy)
A two-reel revival of Charlie Chaplin's film "Work," this release has
added music and sound effects. In addition, by a process of printing alternate frames twice, the speed has been
raised from the silent standard of 60
feet per minute to the sound standard
of 90 feet per minute. This process
highlights some of the pantomime but
slows the pace in other sequences. The
print is a good one. Should please
those who enjoy the Chaplin revivals.
Running time, 19 mins.
"Little Lambkin"
( Fleischer-Paramount)
When the baby's parents move from
the country to a modern and scientific
city apartment, he changes their minds
by disturbing all the gadgets and subjecting them to a severe beating. It
is a fairly amusing cartoon in color.
Running time, 7 mins.
Legion Approves 9
Of 12 New
Pictures
National Legion of Decency for the
current week has approved nine of 12
new pictures, classing seven as unobjectionable for general patronage,
two as unobjectionable for adults and
three as objectionable in part. The
new films and their classification
follow.
Class A-l, Unobjectionable for General Patronage — "Caballo a Caballo,"
"Five Little Peppers at Home," "The
Cheyenne Kid," "Little Orvie," "Mexico Lindo," "Rhythm of the Rio
Grande," "Young Tom Edison."
Class A-2, Unobjectionable for Adults
— "Dr. Ehrlich's Magic Bullet,"
"Women Without Names." Class B,
Objectionable in Part — "The Face
Behind the Scar," "My Little Chickadee," "Secrets of a Model."
Academy

Tuesday, February 27, 1940 j

Winners

On Radio Thursday
Hollywood, Feb. 26.— The J. Walter Thompson Agency today temporarily postponed plans for having
the Academy Award winners on next
Monday's Lux program until Thursday, night of the Awards dinner.
David O. Selznick, according to the
agency, already has given permission
to use an adaptation of "Gone With
the Wind" for the program should
the picture win the production trophy.
This would mark the first broadcast
of the Margaret Mitchell novel.
Under the proposed deal, the stars
and Selznick would give their air
salaries to the Academy.
Theatre Drops 'Gold'
Kenosha, Wis., Feb. 26. — Charged
with violating the lottery law with its
"Pot of Gold" program each week at
the Kenosha Theatre here, the house
voluntarily has withdrawn the game.
The charge filed against the house
operated by Standard Theatres was
withdrawn by District Attorney John
P. McEvoy after the theatre agreed
to withdraw the stunt.

"Road to Singapore"
(Paramount)

I

A frequency
FOUR-STATION
hookup
of ]! ;
modulation
stations
without the use of telephone wires will j
Hollywood, Feb. 26. — Exhibitors will find in Paramount's "Road be demonstrated for the press by FM |
to Singapore" a notable piece of film merchandise which combines the Broadcasters, Inc., organization of j |
talents of Bing Crosby, Bob Hope and Dorothy Lamour in as blithe
stations interested in KM, Thursday j 1
a romantic comedy with music as has appeared on the screen in a long evening
at the Ritz Towers.
while. Producer Harlan Thompson and director Victor Schertzinger
The program will originaf'V from j |
have a "natural" in the teaming of Hope and Crosby, popular on the W2XAG,
Yonkers, and wit>ox^ to j
radio, on the screen and otherwise, as two youthful merchant marine- W2XMN, Alpine, thence to WiAPW, I
Hartford, and finally to W1XOJ, \\
men in search of adventure who find love in a South Seas island.
Seldom have preview audiences registered such whole hearted ap- Paxton. FM receivers will be installed
proval of a picture as the one which witnessed the screening of this. at the hotel and engineers will explain
The screenplay of Don Hartman and Frank Butler, from a story by the technical details.
Harry Hervey, is an admirable framework, studded with sparkling
Personalities in the News
dialogue.
Bertha Brainard, NBC commercial '
Supporting the trio are Jerry Colonna, of radio fame, Charles Coburn, program
manager, is expected back in \
Judith Barrett, Anthony Quinn and others.
New York on March 4 after a trip to
Five songs— "Too Romantic," "Sweet Potato Piper," "Kaigoon," with Hollywood. . . . Ernest M. Wern-er, \
with Young & Rubicam, has j
music and lyrics by James V. Monaco and Johnny Burke, and "The formerly
been placed in charge of all Columbia I
Moon and the Willow Tree" and "Captain Custard," with music and Record catalogues by Patrick Dolan, I
lyrics by Schertzinger and Burke — are sung by the principals and a director of sales promotion. . . . James j
native chorus. "Too Romantic" and "Sweet Potato Piper" appear to M. C. Pease has joined the NBC conbe the best bets for popularity.
tinuity staff in Chicago.
Pease was I
Crosby and Hope run away from the former's home following a formerly advertising promotion man- \
disastrous society party at which is announced the betrothal of Crosby, ager of the Chicago Evening Ameri- j
scion of a shipping family, to a wealthy debutante, and flee to a South can. . . . Brian Donlevy, Patricia MorSea Island, vowing to ignore women. They rescue a dancing girl from 1 ison and the piano team of Vronsky
her brutal partner, and she moves into their house to work for them. & Babin will be Bing Crosby's guests
on the "Kraft Music Hall" Thursday I
Crosby's father arrives to get him, and the girl, played by Miss Lamour, evening.
. . . Alfred H. Morton, NBC I
with whom both he and Hope have fallen in love, sends him back by vice-president in charge of television,
the expedient of saying that she is in love with Hope. However Crosby
will speak on "Radio and Television"
escapes and returns to a carefree life with the girl and Hope.
on March 7 before the Illinois Federation of Women's Clubs in Chicago.
Running time, 85 minutes.
"G."*
Vance King
Broadcasts for Troops
British Broadcasting Corp. start"The Ghost Comes Home"
ed a special daily 12-hour broadcast
for troops in France and England
(Metro-Goldwyn-May'er)
Hollywood, Feb. 26. — This is not a spook picture, as the title might last week. The new service consists
mainly of lighter items such as
suggest, the word "ghost" referring to a character who returns to his music, dance bands, variety and orfamily after they have collected and spent life insurance money in the
belief he has perished at sea. This situation is used as the principal
gan recitals.
source of comedy in a picture compounded solely for amusement purProgram News
poses. The film was mildly received at the Hollywood preview.
CBS will start a new musical show
Frank Morgan, Billie Burke, Ann Rutherford, John Sheldon, Regi- Saturday afternoon with Ed Drew
nald Owen, Donald Meek, Nat Pendleton, Frank Alvertson, Harold and his orchestra. Called "Time to
Huber and Hobart Cavanaugh are the players principally engaged. Take It Easy," the program will originate from i'VPRO, Providence, each
Direction by William Thiele accentuates action and dialogue, striving
always for humorous effects. Richard Maibaum and Harry Ruskin Saturday at 1 :30 P. M. . . . F. W.
Fitch Co. has added two more stations
wrote the screenplay from a play by Georg Kaiser. It's an Albert E.
for its "Fitch Bandivagon" show,
Levoy production.
bringing the total to 76 NBC-Red
Morgan portrays a well meaning individual dominated by selfish rela- stations. . . . IVOR zvill start its
tives who, returning after they have received and expended insurance broadcasts of preseason Dodger basemoney in the belief he is dead, imposes his will upon them under implied
ball games on March 8. Red Barber
threat to expose them to the insurance company. After amusing com- and Al Heifer
hibition games. will cover the 34 explications, hetells the true story of his absence and clears up prevailing
misunderstandings.
WJSV Week March 4-9
Running time, 77 minutes.
"G"*
Roscoe Williams
March 4 to 9 has been designated
' WJSV Week" by the District of
*"G" denotes general classification.
Columbia Board of Commissioners in
celebration of the fact that the station
boosts its power from 10,000 to 50,000
Overrule Nick Appeal
Kelly in Pennsylvania
watts on March 4. A. D. Willard,
St. Louis, Feb. 26. — The St. Louis
Philadelphia, Feb. 26. — E. Thorngeneral manager, who was the
Court of Appeals has overruled with- Jr.,
ton Kelly, formerly executive secreout comment the motion by John P. first to speak over the station when
CBS took it over in 1932, will make
tary of New York Allied, is at presNick, ousted
headA.ofWeston,
the operators'
ent with Allied of Eastern Penn- union,
the first speech after the power is inand
Clyde
former
sylvania as field representative in a business agent, for a rehearing of creased.
membership drive. He recently com- their appeal from a Circuit Court
Propaganda Broadcasts
pleted amembership campaign for In- order voiding their control of the
dependent Exhibitors of New England union.
Canadian stations carried the heavin Connecticut.
iest load of propaganda in many weeks 1
over the past weekend.
On Friday,
Goldstein Suit Settled
Winston
Churchill and the officers
Theatre Sues Union
The suit of Edward Goldstein for commanding H.M.S. Exeter and Ajax
St. Louis, Feb. 26. — An application
by the Eden Theatre Co. lessee of the $8,332 against the Schine Theatre Co. spoke, with the City Improvement
was ended by a settlement for the full League and Municipal Service Bureau 1
Fox, to sue the receivers of the op- amount.
The action sought damages sponsoring
"The
Story of Neville
erators' union, Local 143, for $75,000
On Saturday, Prime i
allegedly lost as a result of picket- for alleged failure by the circuit to Chamberlain."
pay the plaintiff for using Bank Night Minister Chamberlain spoke on the
ing, has been taken under advisement at
Schine houses.
progress of the war.
by Circuit Judge Oakley.
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Singles,

Support

NEW

Tries
Finds
Weak

B-K, Independents Report
Duals Gross Better
By WILLIAM F. CROUCH
Chicago, Feb. 27. — Single features
made their bow for the first time in
years in 14 Chicago theatres last weekend but the results were not too flattering.
Three of the theatres were Balaban
& Katz houses and were playing "Mr.
Smith Goes to Washington." Business in these three — the Berwyn, La
Grange and Central Park — was good
but not strong enough to warrant a
continuation of the single feature plan,
circuit executives stated.
The other 11 theatres were independently owned and operated by
members of Allied Theatres of Illinois. They had a variety of film
offerings and business was off considerably, according to reports. However, the independent theatremen said
that they would continue to operate on
the single feature plan as long as the
competing B. & K. theatres did.
B. & K. does not plan to keep the
single feature policy in operation, it
was learned. The engagement over
the past weekend was an experiment
(Continued on page 6)

YORK,

Screen

U.S.A., WEDNESDAY,

Directors

FEBRUARY

Fight

Neely

Strong

Boards

Success

Revival of U.S. Campaign
For Similar Machinery
Considered Probable

in
Film

Bill

Enjoy
Canada

Writers

Dies* 'Red'

Deny
Charges

Hollywood, Feb. 27.— Refutation of Congressman
Dies'
Local conciliation boards in Onaccusation
that Communism
tario and Nova Scotia, the first to be
flourishes in Hollywood was
established in the industry, have
ordered by ^he Screen Writproved so successful in adjusting trade
ers Guild board of directors
practice complaints within the two
last night. A statement emprovinces that they no longer are conbodying this refutation will
be drafted and sent to the
sidered to be "experimental" agencies
but are assuming a permanent indusSpeaker of the House of Representatives.
try character, according to the first
report on the operations of the boards
completed recently by the Canadian
film industry.
The report is viewed in New York Korda, III, Postpones
as likely to become an incentive for
His California Trip
exhibitor groups in the United States
Illness has compelled Alexander
to renew their campaign for the establishment ofconciliation machinery Korda, United Artists producer, to
here, entirely independent of a trade postpone indefinitely his trip to California. Emanuel Silverstone, his busipractice code as they are in Canada.
'Wind' Deal Closed
ness representative and member of the
The M.P.T.O.A. actively sponsored
the setting up of conciliation boards, UA. Board, will represent Korda in
By Saenger Circuit in preference to arbitration boards, the producer discussions, now in
in Hollywood, with Maurice
Thomas J. Connors, M-G-M East- during the 1937-'39 exhibitor-distribu- progress
tor negotiations on a fair trade prac- Silverstone and Harry Gold. The
ern and Southern division manager,
tice code for the industry. However, younger Silverstone leaves today for
has set a deal with E. V. Richards
arbitration was preferred by Allied the Coast by train. He will probably
for "Gone With the Wind" to play
be there for two weeks.
(Continued on page 7)
the entire Saenger circuit of about
70 theatres in the South.
Connors is completing a similar deal
with M. A. Lightman for the Malco
circuit in several Southern states.
Majors
Ban
Shorts
Forcing,
Negotiations with the two circuits
(Continued on page 8)
Bioff

in Hollywood,

Coast Reports Say
Hollywood, Feb. 27. — Discussions
between studio unions and producers
over revocation of the 10 per cent
wage increase were at a standstill today as unconfirmed reports continued
that William Bioff, I.A.T.S.E. leader,
was in town. No date has been set
for the resumption of talks. It is reported that Bioff flew here from Chicago, where he will have a hearing
March 6 on a writ of habeas corpus.
Union officials professed no knowledge
of Bioff's present whereabouts.

Score

Charge,

Columbus, O., Feb. 27. — All major
distributors have granted exhibitors
the right to buy features without
shorts and newsreels and have eliminated score charges, according to replies to a questionnaire issued by the
I.T.O. of Ohio.
Distribution policies of individual
companies will be discussed at the organization's annual convention, which
starts here tomorrow. The questionnaire was circulated as a basis for the
discussion.
The eight major companies also detailed their cancellation policies, hing-

ITO

TEN

28, 1940

Hollywood, Feb. 27. — Passage of the Neely bill will be strenuously opposed by the Screen Directors Guild. Formal action was
taken by Guild directors last night.
Opposition to the bill, it was explained, is based on the synopsis
and blind selling clauses, and not on the anti-booking phase of
the measure.
The Guild will send two representatives to the House committee hearing on the Neely bill. They will be selected at the
March 11 meeting of the entire Guild membership.

Conciliation

Impartial

Reveals

ing on the purchase of the entire output, as follows
:
RKO
: Exhibition
contract carries a
10 per cent cancellation right.
Paramount: 20 per cent cancellation when rentals average less than
$100 per picture; 15 per cent for those
whose average is $100 to $250 ; 10 per
cent for those whose average is more
than $250.
United Artists : Product of each
producer is sold individually.
Warners : 20 per cent cancellation
if average price is not more than
(Continued on page 2)

Swedish

Order

'Freezes'

Industry
All Withdrawals
From

Strong

CENTS

U.

S.

Cash
Stopped
Market

Complete cessation of currency withdrawals from Sweden has been ordered by the government following
that nation's abandonment of the gold
standard early this week, home office
visedforeign
yesterday.departments were adDetails of the order have not been
received here yet but while it remains in force, foreign distribution
authorities say, it means the complete
stoppage of revenue from this highly
important European market.
Second Biggest Foreign Market
Sweden is ranked by most film distributors asthe second most important
European market for American films,
being exceeded only by Britain. Some
companies place it second or third
among world markets, equalling or
surpassing,
in these instances, Australia or Canada.
Foreign headquarters of the M.P.P.
D.A.. said that no report had been received from Stockholm yet but that
it was hoped that industry representatives there would make representations
(Continued on page 6)
Kent

Doubts

Studios

Banning Stars on Air
Appearance of film stars on the
radio must be governed by individual
company policy and no industry agreement on the matter is feasible as it
might be construed as illegal, Sidney
R. Kent, president of 20th CenturyFox, has advised Abram F. Myers,
chairman of the board of Allied
States.
The policy of 20th Century-Fox is
to bar its stars from radio appearances except in exceptional cases in
which broadcasts would help the proletter. motion of pictures, Kent states in his
Kent wrote Myers after receiving
copies of resolutions adopted at the
annual meeting of national Allied directors in Washington last month.
All company heads were similarly
asked for their expression.
With regard to other resolutions
adopted, Kent said in his letter that
he is and always has been in favor of
arbitration of industry disputes and
that he is opposed to the distribution
of 16 mm. versions of films.
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Motion

Purely
i
W' ALTER E. GREEN, president
of National Theatre Supply Co.,
has left for a three-week visit to company branches across the country, including a stop at Hollywood.
•

aScoop Conlon, publicity representthe
tive for talent, has arrived from
Coast for a week's visit. He accompanied George Stevens, RKO director, and Gregory LaCava. Stevens
returned yesterday to the studio.
LaCava will remain until March 15.
•
A. A. Ward, Altec inspector in. New
Jersey ; E. J. Townsend, inspector in
New York, and M. O. Overmire, inspector in Seattle, have all undergone
appendicitis operations.
•
Robert Kilgore of the Bedford
Theatre is pinch-hitting for Bernie
Zelenko,
manager
of Loew's
who has been
ill five
weeks. Valencia,
•
William F. Rodgers, M-G-M general sales manager, arrives in Chicago
today from the Coast en route to
New York.
Morris A. Gibbons, managing director of Bermuda National Theatres,
is in New York from Hamilton for
a two weeks' visit.•
Darryl F. Zanuck leaves Hollywood over the week-end for a stay of
approximately a month at Sun Valley.
•
Murray Miller, exhibitor of Passaic, N. J., is visiting in Detroit.
•
Gene
Loew's
staff
has Murphy
returned of
from
Miami.publicity

Personal

Picture

►

J. BLUMBERG, Universal
NATE
president, delayed his departure
from Miami one day. He will arrive
in New York this •evening.
Harry Brandt, William Orr, Art
Schmidt, Sidney Phillips, Maurice
Bergman, Sam Shain, Bob Weitman, John Royal, Russell Holman,
Erno Rapee, Tom Robinson, Owen
Davis, Frank McCarthy and Si
Fabian
Nick's Hunting
Room in lunching
the Astor atyesterday.
•
Stanton Griffis, Austin Keough,
Al Wilkie, Rodney Bush, Richard
Rodgers, Dwight Wiman, Harry
Oshrin and John Garfield at
Sardi's for lunch yesterday.
•
Cliff Work arrived at the studio
yesterday following his return from
New York.
•

Wednesday, February 28, 1940

Daily

Film-Making

Speed

Mexico City, Feb. 27.— Mexican producers and directors
are going in for speed. Raul
de Anda completed "El Charro Negro" ("The Black Cowboy") of 325 scenes and 30,000 feet in 11 consecutive
working days.

Majors

Abandon

Forcing

of Shorts

(Continued from page 1)

Newsreel
Parade
Events pertinent to the wars in Europe again dominate the contents of
the netvsrecls. Their contents folloiv:
MOVIETONE NEWS, No. 49— British
cruiser returns to port. U. S. bombers
arrive in England. Tommies arrive in
France. Artillery and patrol activity on
Western Front. Allied generals in Egypt.
Prince Olaf inspects neutrality patr'
Sweden
sends ambulance
Finland. JcPW
V to
in
Finland.
Rodeo in toArizona.
nominated as Louisiana Governor. Outdoor
painting in California. Test new bomber
and observation plane. A. A. U. meet in
Yachting.
New York. Santa Anita horse racing.

$100 ; 10 per cent if average exceeds

NEWS
THE Allied
DAY, troops
No. 247—
Western Front OF
freezing.
in Egypt.
Columbia: "Our sales force has Ajax returns to England. Finns hold
been informed that they are to deal Mannerheim Line. Long defeated for
Louisiana nomination. Ice jam in Holland.
$100.
with each account, where we sell 100 derby.
Track meet in New York. Santa Anita
per cent of our product, so that the
individual theatre will be thoroughly
PARAMOUNT NEWS. No 52— Observation patrol on Maginot Line. Allied consatisfied with the privileges granted
voy protects merchant ships. New stamp
M-G-M Easthonors
James Whitcomb Riley. New planes
O'Shea,
(Ted)
E. ernK.district
manager is in Miami.
in California. Pony born in London
Universal : 10, 15 or 20 per cent can- tested
Zoo. Celebration in Belgium. Snowstorm
cellation, scaled according to film in England. San Antonio handicap race.
rentals.
A.
A. U. meet in New York.
'My Son' Preview,
RKO lows PATHE
No. 64—
Fire folM-G-M : 20 per cent elimination
air raid inNEWS,
Helsinki.
Ambassador
Reception Tuesday where average rental is $100 or less ; Kennedy returns to England. New army
in trial flights. Rodeo in Arizona.
A private preview of Edward 15 him."
per cent where average rental ex- planes
New
stamp bears head of Poet Riley. A.
racing.
ceeds $100 up to $250, and 10 per A.
Small's United Artists production,
U. track meet. Santa Anita horse
"My studio
Son, of
My Radio
Son !"City
will Music
be heldHallin cent where average is more than $250.
the
UNIVERSAL
NEWSREEL,
No. 85320th Century-Fox : "If any ex- War
in Finland. Ajax returns to England.
hibitor desires it he may have the can- Patrols on Maginot Line. Circus burns in
next Tuesday evening. Guests of honcellation privilege as set forth in the Indiana. Observation and bombing planes
or at a reception following the screening will be Madeleine Carroll, Brian proposed trade practice code of last tested for Army. New Venezuelan Embassy opens in Washington. Art class in
Aherne and Henry Hull, three of the
California.
Anita
derby. A. A. U. championships. Santa
film's stars.
Miss Carroll is scheduled to arrive
tomorrow from a European visit on H. T. Edwards
Head
Loew and Lewin Due
the Conte di Savoia. Aherne will re- Spring."
turn from a Southern vacation in time
Of New 16mm. Firm
From
Studio Today
to attend and Hull has «ome East from
Herbert
T.
Edwards,
former
presiDavid L. Loew and Albert Lewin,
Hollywood.
dent of Commonwealth Pictures Corp., producers for United Artists, are due
16mm. film distributor, has been from the Coast by American Airlines
named head of the newly organized plane today with their wives. They
Non-Theatrical Pictures Corp.
are seeking a young actress for the
The new company has purchased
in their
While
here,first
theyfilm,
also"Flotsam."
will view
16mm. rights to 30 Hollywood lead
features and a large number of short Clifford Odets' play, "Night Music,"
subjects, and negotiations are under which they plan to film for United
way for additional films. All product Artists release. Plans for the producwill be distributed outside of regular
tion of "Mother and Son" as well
theatrical channels, according to the as "Flotsam," will be discussed with
new company.
United Artists executives.
Johnston
Stahl

OVERNIGHT

IOS ANGELES
& —

*js«*

TO

~

CALIFORNIA

NEW YORK
, ......... ' wA5H'^ — WWt

• Over the fields of Dixie, over the sunny plains
and golden deserts of the Southwest, four American
Flagships every day whisk travelers to their destinations in luxurious ease and comfort. Giant Skysleepers
... . complimentary meals . . . stewardess service. Make
your next trip to the West via this nature-favored
route. For reservations call your Travel Agent or
HAvemeyex 6-5000. Ticket offices, 45 Vanderbilt Ave.
and Rockefeller Center at 18 W. 49th St.
AMERICAN
AIRLINES
ROUTE OF THE FLAGSHIPS

9-e.

Stays

in City

on

Coast

W. Ray Johnston, Monogram president, arrived on the Coast today for
To View New Plays conferences with Scott R. Dunlap, production chief, and Edward A. Golden,
John M. Stahl has postponed his
departure for the Coast until the end vice-president, concerning "Son of the
of next week in order to see new Navy," one of the company's high
Broadway plays, which he is consider- budget films.
ing for purchase and future producMOTION PICTURE
tion under his imminent United
Artists releasing agreement.
As a result of his change of plans,
DAILY
the United Artists-Stahl deal may be
(Registered U. S. Patent Office)
closed here following the return of Published daily except Saturday, Sunday and
Maurice Silverstone, United Artists holidays by Quigley Publishing Company,
chief executive, from the Coast next Inc., 1270 Sixth Avenue, Rockefeller Center,
week. Originally, it had been ex- New York City. Telephone Circle 7-3100.
"Quigpubco, New York." Marpected the deal would be closed in Cabletinaddress
Quigley, Editor-in-Chief and Publisher;
Colvin Brown, Vice-President and General
Hollywood prior to Silverstone's de- Manager; Watterson R. Rothacker, VicePresident; Sam Shain, Editor; James A.
parture.
Cron, Advertising- manager; Chicago Bureau,
624 South Michigan Avenue, C. B. O'Neill,
White Joins Terry-Toons manager; Hollywood Bureau, Postal Union
Boone Mancall, manager, WilGordon White, former advertising Life Building,
liam R. Weaver, Editor; London Bureau, 4,
and publicity director for Educational Golden Square, London Wl, Hope Williams,
Pictures and Grand National, has manager, cable address "Quigpubco, London." All contents copyrighted 1940 by Quigjoined Terry-Toons. He is in charge
ley Publishing Company, Inc. Other Quigley
publications: Motion Picture Herald, Better
of
publicity
thein company's
International Motion Picture AlRochelle
officeatand,
addition, willNew
do Theatres,
manac and Fame. Entered as second class
special work in association with the matter, Sept. 23, 1938, at the post office at
New York, N. Y., under the act of March
story department. Terry-Toons dis- 3,
1879. Subscription rates per year $6 in the
Fox.
tribution ishandled by 20th Century- Americas
and $12 foreign. Single copies 10c.
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British

Extras

Beats
Snow

$28,400

Boston, Feb. 27. — Theatre grosses
sagged as Boston struggled through
two severe snow storms, and Sonja
Henie skated before 85,416 people in
six days. Loew's State and Orpheum,
=fch "Raffles" and "Slightly Honor<jS*e," took $28,400.
Estimated takings for the week ending Feb. 21 :
"Hidden Enemy" (Mono.)
"Money to Burn" (Rep.)
"Witness Vanishes" (Univ.)
"Yukon Flight" (Mono.)
KEITH
BOSTON — (3,200) (25c-35c-40c)
split week. Gross, $7,800. (Average, $8,500)
"Vigil in the Night" (RKO)
"Oh,
Johnny,
How You— Can
(Univ.)
KEITH
MEMORIAL
(2,907)Love"
(25c-35c-40c55c) 6 days, 2nd week. Gross: $15,000.
(Average, $14,500)
"Balalaika" (M-G-M)
"Earl of Chicago" (M-G-M)
FENWAY — (1,332) (25c-35c-40c-55c) 7
days, 2nd week. Gross: $5,500. (Average,
$4 500)
"Balalaika" '(M-G-M)
"Earl of Chicago" (M-G-M)
PARAMOUNT— (1,797) (25c-35c-40c-55c) 7
days. Gross: $8,000. (Average, $7,000)
"The Light that Failed" (Para.)
"Young As You Feel" (Zftth-Fox)
METROPOLITAN — (4,367) (25c-35c-40c55c) 7 days. Gross: $14,000. (Average,
$14,500)
"The Fighting 69th" (W.B.)
"High School" (20th-Fox)
SCOLLAY — (2,500) (25c -35c -40c -50c) 7
days. Gross: $4,500. (Average, $4,000)
"Raffles" (U.A.)
"Slightly Honorable" (U.A.)
LOEW'S ORPHEUM — (2,900) (25c-35c40c-55c) 7 days. Gross: $16,000. (Average,
$14,500)
"Raffles" (U.A.)
"Slightly Honorable" (U.A.)
STATE—
(25c-35c-40c-55c)
7 LOEW'S
days. Gross:
$12,400.(3,000)
(Average.
$11,000)

Wind' Hits $28,100
To Lead Pittsburgh
Pittsburgh, Feb. 27. — "Gone With
the
Wind" week
bounced
up Warner.
to $28,100 in
its fourth
at the
Estimated takings for the week ending Feb. 22 :
"His Girl Friday" (Col.)
ALVIN — (1,750) (25c-35c-50c) 7 days.
Gross: $7,800. (Average, $7,500)
"Little Old New York" (20th-Fox)
FULTON — (1,700) (25c-40c) 5 days, 2nd
week. Gross: $2,500. (Average, 7 days.
$5,000)
"I Take This Woman" (M-G-M)
LOEW'S
(25c-35c-50c)
days.
Gross:PENN
$13,000.— (3,400)
(Average,
$13,500) 7
"The Fighting 69th" (W.B.)
RITZ— (800) (25c-35c) 7 days, 2nd week.
Gross: $6,500. (Average, $4,000)
"Of Mice and Men" (U.A.)
SENATOR— (1,750) (25c-35c-50c) 7 days,
2nd week. Gross: $3,000. (Average, $4,000)
"The Light that Failed" (Para.)
STANLEY— (3,600) (25c-40c-60c) 7 days.
On stage: Benny Davis Revue, Mary
Dooley, Kay Carroll, Katherine Harris,
Norman Duke, 3 Chords, Marie Austen.
Dennett and Dad, Catherine Harris. Gross:
$13,700. (Average, $17,000)
"Gone
With the Wind" (M-G-M)
WARNER—
(2,000) (75c-$1.10-$1.65) 7 days,
4th week. Gross: $28,100. (Average.
$5,000)
Club Party for Bien
Cincinnati, Feb. 27.— The local
Variety Club will stage a stag testimonial banquet and entertainment in
the club rooms March 4, for William
Bien, who is leaving for New York
to assume an executive post with Advertising Accessories, Inc.
Reith CEA Speaker
London, Feb. 27.— Sir John Reith
will be the guest speaker at the annual dinner on March 12 of the Cinematograph Exhibitors Association.

Critics9

Quotes

"OF MICE AND MEN" (Roach-U.A.)
Lewis Milestone (director) has done a glorious thing with the
script that once was considered a "hot potato." . . . Lon Chaney
gives a performance that is destined to make motion picture history.— Lee Mortimer, N.Y. Daily Mirror.
A most vivid and powerful picture. ... It is a sordid, terrible
story. ... A fascinating exposition of human nature in some of
its more degraded aspects. . . . The transition to the screen has
been beautifully accomplished. — Kate Cameron, N.Y. Daily News.
John Steinbeck's novel has been made into a powerful and
terrifying film. . . . Once more Hollywood has shown nerve and
imagination. . . . The somber tragedy has been given compelling
and
unforgettable screen outline. — Howard Barnes, N.Y. Herald
Tribune.
"DR. EHRLICH'S MAGIC BULLET" (Warners)
It is a courageously fine thing that Warner Brothers have
done. . . . The producers have given the picture their best care.
. . . An important and dramatically effective story for the screen.
— Kate Cameron, N.Y. Daily News.
The most dramatic and moving medical film I have ever seen.
... It is an absorbing entertainment. ... It is not only an
outstanding film, but one which holds great promise for the future
of the screen. — Howard Barnes, N.Y. Herald Tribune.
It is a splendid biography the Warners have turned out. . . .
They have tempered fact enough to give their drama a cutting
edge without hammering it into romantic pattern. . . . Robinson's
performance is a rounded gem of portraiture. ... A warm and
sensitive life story. — Frank Nugent, N.Y. Times.
An absorbing biography, and the screen's first important consideration of a hitherto taboo subject: syphilis. . . . Edward G.
Robinson gives an honest, unmannered characterization that ranks
with the best in his career. — Newsweek.
"ABE LINCOLN IN ILLINOIS" (RKO)
All of the eloquence and honesty which distinguished the work
on the stage have been cherished in the screen version of Robert
E. Sherwood's play. ... A profoundly stirring motion picture
experience. — Howard Barnes, N.Y. Herald Tribune.
It's a grand picture . . . and a memorable screen biography.
... A grave and sincere and moving and eloquent tribute to these
United States and what they stand for. . . . Handsome, dignified
and moving. — Frank Nugent, N.Y. Times.
Every bit as fine and beautiful as the Pulitzer Prize winner of
last season. . . . The picture is excellently cast. — Lee Mortimer,
N.Y. Daily Mirror.
The film production is a magnificent work and credit for its
greatness must be divided among all those who had a hand in
fashioning it into what it is, a picture with a heart and soul. —
Kate Cameron, N.Y. Daily News.
This is one of the season's fine pictures. . . . Robert E. Sherwood's play has been translated to the screen in moving terms,
with neither its power nor its dignity dissipated. . . . Massey's
performance is clear-cut and intelligent. — Eileen Creelman, N.Y.
Sun.
All the superlatives which were justifiably lavished on the stage
production of Robert E. Sherwood's play may now justifiably be
heaped upon the screen version of this memorable drama. . . .
Beautifully characterized and played. — William Boehnel, N.Y.
World Telegram.
"BROADWAY MELODY OF 1940" (M-G-M)
The best "Broadway Melody" since the first. . . . Excellent. —
Henry T. Murdock, Philadelphia Ledger.
Animated by a generous portion of all the ingredients that go
into a musical and there is more to its story than is usually to be
found in the song and dance type of picture. — Philadelphia Daily
News.
There one
has than
neverthebeen
happier. ."Broadway
or a
dander
1940 a edition.
. This ranksMelody"
high among
musicals, uniting Fred Astaire, Eleanor Powell and George
Murphy. — Laura Lee, Philadelphia Bulletin.
"ROAD TO SINGAPORE" (Paramount)
With little or no story, the film is packed with laughs. . . .
Turns out to be far superior to most of the garden variety
filmusicals. — Los Angeles Examiner.
Bing Crosby and Bob Hope make an excellent team for the
general merriment of most any movie fan. . . . Some goodly portions of rip-roaring, fast-action slapstick, some rib-tickling hokum,
but you're still shy on the musical side of things. — Jimmy Starr,
L.A. Herald Express.
The film is rich in comedy. . . . The results probably will be
everything that a studio could ask. . . . The entertainment values
run high. — Edwin Schallert, L.A. Times.

Sign
With

Contract
Studios

By AUBREY

FLANAGAN

London, Feb. 10 {By Mail)— A
new standard contract to govern the
employment of extras in British
studios has been obtained by the Film
Artistes Association after negotiation
with the British Film Production Association.

The agreement covers hours, wages,
locations, special allowances, traveling
and transport.
A steadily growing improvement in
films is hailed by the Public Morality
Council, English body, in its report
on the year 1939.
"The sexy film has disappeared,"
"and a larger proCouncil,
says the portion
of films for
the family are
being shown. Murder dramas are decreasing to some extent and Westerns
are increasingly popular."
A dividend of six per cent was paid
by the London Pavilion — in the main
a United Artists show house but independently owned — for 1939.
Spending about $5,000 on the
process, the Ministry of Information,
in October, November and December,
staged film shows in Scotland for war
evacuees and entertained 217,000.
The shows — mainly silent films —
were given by traveling units and
were made up of feature films, news
and comedies.
Julius Hagen, pioneer British producer and for many years associated
with the Twickenham Studios, died
recently. Producer of many British
films, he launched his own distributing organization four years ago, but
it proved unsuccessful.
Military authorities in the Bristol
area in the west of England have
commissioned the loan of local picture houses for troop training purposes. The shows would be of technical films. A rental is offered.
Connecticut' s Fire
Rules Hit Vaudeville
New Haven, Feb. 27. — State Police
have notified Connecticut exhibitors
that they will not be permitted to
operate stage shows of any kind unless they have fireproof proscenium
construction between platform and
audience, and asbestos curtains.
As a result of the ruling, Leo Bonoff
has been obliged to discontinue vaudeville at Saybrook and Madison and
Michael Daly at the Plainfield. About
six other houses in the territory running vaudeville and amateur shows
will be affected. Loew's however, will
be able to continue stage shows at the
older Poli houses in New Haven,
Bridgeport, Meriden and Waterbury.
uiz Short

at NYU

"What;S
Your
I. Q.?"
M-G-M
short,
will be
screened
for the
motion picture course conducted by Dr.
Frederic M. Thrasher at New York
University tomorrow night. Teams
picked from faculty and students will
compete in answering the questions
asked by Pete Smith on the screen.

CLARK

JOAN

GABLE

CRAWFORD

TRANGE
IAN

CARGO

HUNTER
Eduardo

Albert
Dekker
A

FRANK

Csannelli
BORZAGE

PRODUCTION

Screen Ploy by Lawrence Hazard » Sased' on the Book "Not
Too Narrow, Not Too Deep" by Richard Sale « Directed by
Frank Borzage • A Metro -Goldwyn-Mayar Picture
Produced by Josep

6

Motion

Singles

Picture

Wednesday, February 28, 1940

Daily

U. S. Industry

Unpopular
Theatre.

Chicago's Test
(Continued from page 1)
to get a line on public reaction to
single features here.

Personnel

Notes

'Frozen'

In

John Balaban, head of the B. & K.
circuit here, has left for California
to spend a month at Arrowhead
Springs. Balaban has been taking
treatments in Rochester, Minn., at the
Mayo Clinic for the past six weeks.
William G. Bishop, M-G-M exploiteer, is the latest flu victim on
Film Row.
Most popular film playing in the
burlesque theatres on South State St.
is "This'll Make You Whistle." An
English picture starring Jack Buchanan, its title for the present engagement is "Streets of Paris After
Dark." Several sequences account for
the picture's popularity in the burlesque houses.

Blake Buys Theatre
Kansas City, Feb. 27. — Harry
Blake, manager of the Orpheum, Joplin, Mo., for eight years, has purchased
the DeRay, Joplin, from W. D. Fite,
and is changing the policy from 10 and
15 cents to straight 10 cents. Ray
Widders, who has been with Barbour
at Springfield, Mb., the past five years,
will take over management of the
Orpheum and Electric in Joplin.
Named Universal Salesman
Oklahoma City, Feb. 27. — Cliff
White, Jr., of the booking department
of the Universal exchange here, has
been appointed salesman for Universal in the western half of Oklahoma.
He was succeeded at the booking position by Harold Plumlee, formerly ad
sales department manager at the
Paramount exchange here.

Fire Damages House
Warner theatres collected $721 for
the "Help
Finland"have
fund.
Reports
Charlotte, N. C, Feb. 27. — -Fire
from
other theatres
not been
filed originating
in the boiler room at the
as yet but it is expected that close Colonial, North Kannapolis, caused
to $5,000 was collected for the fund damage estimated at $60,000 to the
by Chicago theatres last week.
theatre and the entire building. House,
unit of the Maurice Legrende circuit,
Earl Carroll's "Vanities" has been will be rebuilt, according to Sam
booked into the Erlanger for one week Trencher, manager.
starting March 3.
Altec Closes Service Deal
Ampa to Hear Mayer
Altec Service Corp. has closed a
Arthur Mayer, managing director of deal with Martin B. Ellis for servicthe Rialto Theatre, will be one of the
ing the five Ellis houses in Camden,
speakers at the Frank S. Nugent N. J., and Philadelphia. E. O.
and Warren Conner han"farewell luncheon" sponsored by Ampa Wilschke
dled the deal for Altec.
at Dempsey's restaurant tomorrow.

Form Pittsburgh Company
Pittsburgh, Feb. 27. — Articles of
incorporation for the Shadyside
Amusement Corp. have been filed by
Aaron Rosenzweig, Louis Symons and
Frank C. Rugh. The Shadyside district in Pittsburgh, residential area,
has no theatre now.
Dipson-Basil Build House
Buffalo, N. Y., Feb. 27. — DipsonBasil Theatres, Inc., plans a new
theatre to replace the present Star
in Tonawanda, Buffalo suburb. The
new house, to cost $75,000, will seat
1,200.
Takes Kansas City House
Kansas City, Feb. 27. — W. D. Fulton, who operates the Southtown and
Strand, has taken over the Vogue,
suburban house, which he formerly
operated. George Mode is house manager.
Miami House Opens March 9
Miami, Feb. 27. — The Center, new
Wometco circuit house seating 750,
will open March 9 with Flynn Stubblefield, former manager of the
Strand, as manager.
Anderson Takes Theatre
Salyersville, Ky., Feb. 27. — A. A.
Anderson, who operates four houses
in this area, has taken over the 300seat Star from Howard Sheldon, the
only house in the town.
Momand

Leases House

Shawnee, Okla., Feb. 27. — A. B.
Momand, owner and operator of the
Odeon here, has leased the house to
Jack Smith, formerly of the State,
Pawhuska, Okla.

SAX

Kansas House Bought
Kansas City, Feb. 27. — Earl Kerr,
who operates theatres at Albany and
Bethany, Mo., and in Iowa, has taken
over the Sunflower at Peabody, Kan.,
from L. O. Ringler.

Suggested by stories by
ROHMER

Takes Nebraska Theatre
HENRY
WILLIAMFRANKLIN
R0YLE
ROBERT BRANDON**
KELLARD • GLORIA

Omaha, Feb. 27. — Robert Jess, former manager of the Strand, Yymore,
Neb., has taken over the Scribner at
Scribner, Neb., formerly operated by
E. H. Robertson.
Manager Transferred
Omaha, Feb. 27. — Central States
Circuit has moved Maynard Nelson,
manager of the Granada at Norfolk,
Neb., to the same post at the World,
Kearney, Neb.
Opens Arkansas Theatre
Stamps, Ark., Feb. 27. — Cecil
Kelly has opened the New Gay here
following complete renovation of the
house,
Theatreformerly
Corp. operated by Tri-States
Rebuild House After Fire
Huntsville, Ark., Feb. 27. — Work
has been started on the rebuilding of
the Dixie, destroyed by fire recently.
Carl Presley is owner.
Drakefield Buys Theatre

A 6$pu6&C
15

SERIAL

IN

CHAPTERS

Sabina, O., Feb. 27.— D. D. Drakefield, operating the Palace, has purchased the building, heretofore leased,
and will remodel it.

Cash

by Sweden

(Continued from page 1)
to the proper authorities and that
some solution might be worked out.
Whether or not American distributors will consider cessation of film
shipments to Sweden while the ban on
currency withdrawals is in effect is
not likely to be determined until a
full report of the situation has been
received from industry representatives there, it was said.
Meanwhile official foreign source ]
reiterated recent denials that there
is any likelihood at this time of a
rapprochement with Italy being effected which would permit resumption of business in that country by
American distributors. Reports to the
It was were
statedbranded
that the
contrary
as situation
"false." in
Italy,torsinsofar
as American
distribuare concerned,
is regarded
now
as "more hopeless than ever."
Nazi

Officials

Fight

'CaveW in Americas
Protests by German consulates and
other official Reich sources against the
the exhibition
"Nurse Edithnumerous
Cavell"
are
becoming ofincreasingly
in South and Central America, it was
learned here yesterday.
RKO and its sales representatives
in Latin America, in some instances
with the aid of the State Department,
have successfully opposed official bans
against the picture which resulted from
Nazi protests.
Recent instances cited were in Chile
and Costa Rica, where the picture was
banned following official German protests. As a result of American objections, the two Governments concerned
agreed to review the picture and after
seeing it rescinded the ban and permitted the film to be exhibited.
10,000,000 Viewed
Finland Drive Film
The extent to which theatres
throughout the country cooperated in
the drive to aid the Finnish Relief
Fund is indicated in a release on the
showing
the film, "Finland
shown inofconnection
with the Fights,"
theatre
collections. It is estimated the subject
was shown to an aggregate audience
of 10,000,000 persons. Six hundred
prints were used.
The film was produced by the
Emerson Yorke Studio, and distribution was handled by Al O. Bondy, in
conjunction with Jack Connolly of the
staff of Major L. E. Thompson, head
of the film division.
Negotiate With Labs
Laboratory Technicians Union,
Local 702, has called upon the I.A.T.
S. E. for aid in negotiations with
DuArt Laboratories and H. E. R.
Laboratories. Negotiations are pending with Ace and Paramount News
laboratories, according to The Magazine, official organ of the union.
Files RKO Claim
Neil P. Cullom, attorney for the U.
S. National Bank of Denver, which
acted as trustee for bondholders of the
Denver Orpheum Co., filed a petition
ings.
yesterday
for a $1,500 final allowance
in the RKO reorganization proceed-
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Awards
For

Made1

Mexico

Film
By JAMES

Leaders
LOCKHART

Conciliation
Strong

Picture

Boards

Mexico City, Feb. 27. — "La Noche
de los Mayas" ("The Night of the
Mayas") has been selected as the best
— llexican-made film of 1939 in the first
.^.Vards of the recently organized
""Academy
Cinematographic Arts
and Sciencesof here.
Leading director was Fernando de
Fuentes ; actor, Fernando Soler ; actress, Isabela Corona; supporting
actress, Emma Roldan ; supporting
actor, Joaquin Pardave; scenarist,
Fernando de Corral ; adapter, Juan
Bustillo Oro ; cameraman, Gabriel
Figueroa ; sound, Roberto Rodriguez ;
settings, Jose Rodriguez Granada;
music, Silvestre Revueltaz; producer,
Gomez Muriel. Gold and silver
medals and statuettes were awarded
The with
reportarestates
"the cannot
problems
dealt
thosethat
which
be
the winners.
made subjects of litigation in the
Mexican producers and distributors courts, and cannot be dealt with by
are now the targets of labor demands arbitration boards whose duties are
for higher wages, shorter hours and confined wholly to interpretation of
other concessions, following a similar written contracts.
drive recently against American dis"They are problems of fair trade
tributors here. At least three do- practice which usually arise from commestic companies face a shutdown unpetition between theatres and distribuless the unions ease their demands.
tors, or between competitive theatres,
The producers have sought the aid of
the Federal Government on the situa- which can only be solved by a 'give
and take' method."
tion.
"We commend a study of the cases
handled,"
the reportin declares,
"to all
Miguel Zacarias, prominent pro- who are interested
this new method
ducer, is making a national census
of solving problems on a purely friendpropaganda film for the Federal Govly basis within the industry itself."
ernment. Itis being made in ChapulThe conciliators who serve on the
tepec Castle, historic residence of the
boards are drawn from panels nomipresidents of Mexico.
nated by exhibitor organizations and
the Film Boards of Trade (distribuNew Jersey Allied
tors). Two representatives of each
group
serve
in rotation for specified
Debates State Bills
terms. Whether a conciliator is "afLegislation pending in the New Jerfiliated" or "independent" is of little
sey Legislature at Trenton was dis- importance since the boards do not
cussed yesterday at a meeting of New vote and their decisions are not enforceable. The success of their work
Jersey Allied in its Sardi Building
offices.
depends entirely upon their ability to
Several labor bills and an anti- adjudicate disputes and adjust grievdiscrimination measure are in the hopances by persuasion.
per. One bill would prevent the
Complaints
handled include overissuance of temporary injunctions in
buying,
inability
' to obtain product,
labor disputes without a court hearing. unfair clearance and
all forms of cutGeorge Gold of Newark presided in
rate or "cut-throat" competition in
the absence of Lee Newbury, presi- exhibition practices, including games,
dent, who is vacationing in the South. giveaways, double and triple featurThe next meeting will be an all-day
ing and two-for-one admissions.
affair March 21 in Passaic, with a
Of the cases handled by the Tobeefsteak dinner at the Ritz restaurant
ronto board, the only one not settled
in the evening.
involved a two-for-one complaint
made b" the Famous Players Canadian Paramount against the Royal
'Pinocchio' by Puppets
Starting Saturday, March 9, the George, Toronto.
Suzari Marionettes, world-famous
In a case involving the Circle and
family of puppeteers, will present Beverly theatres on a priority com"Pinocchio" for an extended run at the
plaint no decision could be made since
Belmont Theatre on 48th St. Arnold
priority had been written into the contract involved. Another case, the
Van Leer is the sponsor. "Pinocchio"
will be presented three times daily. Iola against the United Artists, inA program of shorts will be included
volving acontract run, had to be reon the program.
ferred to arbitration, since it involved
contractual provisions. All other Toronto cases were settled and all cases
Weyer Joins Horlacher
handled
by the Halifax board resulted
Philadelphia, Feb. 27. — Fred
Weyer, secretary of National Film in settlements.
Some of the settlements involved
Carriers, Inc., has become associated
with Horlacher Film Delivery Serv- reductions of clearances by 14 days,
ice here in an executive capacity. He relinquishment of some product to the
will divide his time between here and complaining opposition, adjustment of
New York, where the insurance divi- unfair low admission prices, correcsion and home office of National Cartion of unfair advertising by opposiriers are located.
tion, adjustment of priority and ad-

Enjoy

Bermuda
Cuts Cash
Withdrawal
by 50%

Bermuda has enacted a war emergency law reducing by 50 per cent the
currency withdrawals of foreign credihome office foreign departments
justments of different forms of cut- were tors,
informed yesterday.
rate admissions.
The measure is similar to that in
In one case, Famous Players agreed
to the reduction of clearance in all force in Great Britain. American distributors are permitted to withdraw
suburban runs on short clearance pictures.
only 50 per cent of their revenue in
Bermuda, the remaining 50 per cent
"frozen"
credit. there by law as a
being retained
55% of Canada Complaints
Are Successfully Arbitrated
Annual business of American disToronto, Feb. 27. — The records of
tributors in Bermuda is estimated at
the Canadian Film Boards of Trade
of this now will be resince the inauguration of the arbitra- $50,000.tained inHalf
Bermuda. There are eight
tion system in 1926 show that 4,363
cases have been filed during the 14 or 10 theatres on the island, some of
years while the number of awards which operate only part time.
during that time by the six arbitration
boards has reached a total of 2,420,
Segal Sues Standard
or more than 55 per cent of all appliStandard Pictures Distributing Co.
cations. At the same time, the numLeganas were named deber of settlements before arbitration and George
fendants yesterday in a $32,400 breach
hearings is probably in excess of one- of employment contract suit filed by
third of all complaints and the num- Harry Segal in N. Y. Supreme Court.
ber of cases dismissed is very small, Plaintiff claims that the defendant
the dismissals in recent years ranging failed to carry out a contract in which
from four to eight per year.
Segal was allegedly hired as general
The peak year for claims was 1930 sales manager for three years with
when 553 complaints were filed, of a compensation of five per cent of the
which 323 resulted in awards, and the
volume continued heavy until 1932, company's gross.
"U" Stars to Chicago
with 469 cases, after which the number of applications has tapered off to
Hollywood, Feb. 27. — John Joseph,
an average of 230 per year.
Universal's
and advertising
These facts are brought out in con- director, leftpublicity
last night for Chicago
nection with the report of the Canadian boards for 1939 in which the with Bela Lugosi, Vincent Price and
number of cases filed was 225, with Margaret Lindsay for the double pre106 awards and 74 settlements before
miere of "House of Seven Gables" and
arbitration.
"Black Friday" on Thursday night.

Success

(Continued from page 1)
States and the distributors. It was
written into the code and died with
the code when the Department of
Justice and Allied refused to approve
it. Allied recently renewed a plea
for arbitration boards, but distributors
now are "cold" to the suggestion.
The conciliation method proposed
by M.P.T.O.A., however, was seized
upon by the Canadian industry and
was given its first trial with the establishment of a local board at Toronto in May, 1938, to hear grievances
of exhibitors throughout the Province of Ontario. In April, 1939, a
second local board was established at
Halifax for exhibitors in Nova Scotia.
The first report on the activities of
the two boards covers 30 cases, all
except one of which were not settled
or otherwise disposed of by the boards.
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Radio

Air
Hollywood

Delayed

Review
Brevities

Finaltractsformula
Ascap's new
with radio for
broadcasters
will connot
be completed in time for submission
to tomorrow's meeting of the music
licensing society's board of directors.
Changes in the formula resulting
from the recent discussion of the Ascap radio committee's report by Gene
Buck, Ascap president; John G.
Paine, general manager, and Charles
Schwartz, counsel, in Phoenix, made
it necessary to send the report back
to the committee for revision. This
work will not be completed for another week or 10 days, following
which a special meeting of the Ascap
board will be called to receive the
finished proposals.
It was indicated also that the recent Montana move, resulting in the
arrest and attempted extradition of
Buck, was responsible for some of the
delay in completing the new contracts
for broadcasters.
Para.

Plans

Deal

Closed
By Saenger Circuit
(Continued from page 1)
have been protracted and these deals
were in doubt until Connors went to
Florida two weeks ago. He renewed
negotiations there, combining business with a vacation. He will remain
South two more weeks.
The Saenger circuit will open the
picture in eight cities March 7 to 8,
including Shreveport, Mobile and
other situations.
Schlaifer
Set

Returns;

Honolulu

Deal

L. J. Schlaifer, vice-president and
Western general sales manager for
United Artists, has returned from an
extended western trip, during which
he visited exchanges in Los Angeles,
San Francisco, Denver and Chicago.
During the trip, he closed a deal for
all U. A. product with the Consolidated Amusement Co. of Honolulu.

'Gulliver' Aired Heavily
Music from "Gulliver's Travels"
has been featured in 227 different
broadcasts in England, according to
a letter received by the Paramount
home office from T. C. Reddin, Paramount's director of theatres and publicity in London.

have members of the theatre audience act as the jury for subsequent
shows. Princess Pat cosmetics is the

"G" denotes general classification.

Detroit

Stage Show Policy
Detroit, Feb. 27.- — Paramount is
contemplating setting in a stage show
or band policy in the Michigan on a
limited basis. Sam Dembow, the circuit's home office executive in charge
of Paramount's own operated theatres
and Leonard Goldenson, also of the
home office, have been here since the
weekend checking over the situation.
Theatre observers are of the opinion
that the success which the band show
policy has achieved at the Paramount,
New York, over the past several
years, has prompted this latest move.
How far Paramount will go with
the idea is dependent on the unions,
it was said. Putting shows back into
the Michigan will create more employment for musicians and stagehands, providing Paramount gets the
right kind of a labor deal, officials said.

'Wind'

"Blondie on a Budget"
(Columbia)
FORMER MAYOR JAMES J.
WALKER started his "OpportuHollywood, Feb. 27. — Fifth in the series of "Blondie" pictures, based
on the Chic Young comic strip, this is concerned with the troubles acnity Hour" from the stage of Loew's
cruing from family budget matters, involving a membership in a fishing State Monday night over WHN with
a group of young professionals and
club for "Dagwood" and a new fur coat for "Blondie." Further compli- amateurs who are seeking a start in
cations arise from the entry upon the scene of one of the former's old the entertainment world.
friends, portrayed by the shapely Rita Hayworth.
includesphase
an opportunity
An itunusual
of the show;v > ' ;
With the principals portrayed, as usual, by Penny Singleton, Arthur that
hopefuls who want to break into raiuo
Lake, Larry Sims and Daisy, the picture's place in the minds of the pre- as
announcers and commentators and
view night audience was evident from the first burst of cheers which
who cannot show their wares in the
followed the flashing of its title on the screen, while laughter and sym- usual run of amateur runs.
pathy were readily evoked as the film unrolled.
Walker's genuine affection for the
Richard Flournoy wrote the screenplay from a story by Charles Moly- youthful performers and his mastery
neux Brown, with Robert Sparks producing and Frank R. Strayer di- of the emotional introduction, as well
recting, all in a manner designed to continue the popularity of the se- as the wisecrack, lends considerable
ries.
color and continuity to the program.
of notables sat in judgment
Running time, 70 minutes. "G."*
Walter Selden on A thejury
first night, but it is planned to

Marlin

King

Washington, O., Feb. 27.—
Hoy Simons, owner of the
Fayette here, is credited with
having caught the largest
white marlin fish in Ft.
Lauderdale, Fla., this season.
It weighed 126V2 pounds.
P. S. He has the fish on
display in a local store
window.

Inventors
In Radio,

Honored
Film

Fields

Inventors and scientists who developed photography and radio were
among those honored last night by
the National Association of Manufacturers at the Hotel Waldorf-Astoria.
The awards, which went to "Modern
Pioneers,"
were contributed
made to living
persons who have
to modern
scientific development.
Among the 19 national winners
were Lee de Forest, inventor of the
amplifier tube which made radio and
sound films possible ; Edwin H. Armstrong, inventor of the super-heterodyne circuit, and developer of the
amplifier tube and frequency modulated broadcasting ; Leo Hendrik
Baekeland, inventor of light-sensitized photographic paper ; and Vladimir Kosma Zworykin, developer of
the photoelectric cell and inventor of
the iconoscope for television.
Alfred N. Goldsmith, consulting
engineer for sound films and radio,
was among the local winners. O. B.
Hanson, NBC chief engineer, was
cited for organization of equipment
making modern broadcasting possible.
Of a total of 572 local awards
throughout the country, RCA engineers won a total of 47 mentions.
RCA men honored for pioneering
work in television were Harley A.
lams, Humboldt W. Leverenz and
Richard T. Orth.
Loew

Plans

Vaudeville

New Haven, Feb. 27. — Loew's will
inaugurate a one-a-week vaudeville
and first run policy at the downtown
subsequent 1,482-seat Bijou, March 9.

Albany
World
On

Bill Orders
Fair

1939

Report

Expenses

Albany, Feb. 27. — A measure has
been introduced in the New York
State legislature, which, if passed,
would prevent the N. Y. World's Fair
from opening this year unless a certified report of the Fair's 1939 operaMay 1.tions shall have been filed before
The measure was filed in both
branches of the legislature. Its coauthors are Senator Peter Farrell and
Assemblyman Mario Cariello of
Queens. According to them, the Fair
lias
recordnot revealed its 1939 financial

Walker assembled quite a jury for
sponsor.
the first show. It included Billy Rose,
Fred Waring, Harry Brandt, Vinton
Freedley, R. H. Burnside, Emmett
Walsh, Dixie Tighe, Hy Gardner,
Nick Kenny and Dinty Doyle.
Personalities in the News
Brian Aherne will be guest of Kate
Smith over CBS Friday in a dramatization called "Write Me a Love
Scene." . . . Ted Taylor, of KGNC,
Amarillo ; Harold Hough, KGKO,
Fort Worth; Martin Campbell,
WFAA, Dallas; Bryon Musselman,
WSAN, Allentown; and Bob Convey,
KDK, St. Louis, are in town.

Short on Television
Paramount will make a short o
television with Bob Hope, Aki
TamirofF, Bob Burns, Lanny Ross
and
Ted Husing.
The film will be
The report would have to be filed
called
"Television
Preview."
with the New York State CommisMay.
sion on the World's Fair. The Fair
Program News
currently is scheduled to reopen in
A recorded series of 13 safety programs will be shipped to 325 stations
The sponsors of the measure said
this
zveek
by the NBC radio-rethat unless the accounting is subdivision. Produced by the
mitted, the cost of improving the Fair American cording
Legion in the interests of
site for park purposes would have to
a> safety campaign, the programs will
be paid The
out ultimate
of ' New intention
York City's
budget.
is to be aired weekly from March 4 through
convert a large portion of the pres- May 27. . . . Commercial Credit Co.
ent Fair site into a New York park will sponsor Bob Trout in a five-minute news series Mondays, Wednesat the conclusion of the Fair.
days and Fridays over 64 CBS stations, starting March 25 at 6 P. M.
Weigh Sunday Films
Photo Transmission from Planes
Anniston, Ala., Feb. 27.— Two opRadio transmission of photographs
posing requests on the issue of Sunday
from
airplanes in flight will be the
films are before the City Commission,
most
probable military development
following a recent court decision declaring void a 1935 election outlawing from the war, in the opinion of Dr.
Sunday pictures. A group of minis- Arthur Korn, German scientist who
ters have asked for a new election, was the first to send photographs over
and business men have asked the Com- wires, in 1904. Dr. Korn is quoted
mission to make no further moves
in an article in yesterday's New York
against the Sabbath shows.
World-Telegram by Frederick Woltman, staff writer.
Dr. Korn, a recent emigree from
Doubts Majestic Plan
Germany, now teaching physics at
Chicago, Feb. 27. — Doubt was ex- Stevens Institute of Technology in
pressed about the feasibility of the Hoboken, sees the military advantage
plan for reorganization of the Ma- of aerial radio photography in the
jestic Radio & Television Corp. by ability of reconnaissance planes to spot
Claude R. Roth, trustee, in his report
positions
and send
to the Federal Court today. Lack of enemy tailed
data in picture
form back
withinde-a
working capital was the principal dif- few minutes. In Germany Dr. Korn
ficulty, Roth said. March 25 was set perfected a transmitting apparatus
for the filing of a reorganization plan
weighing only 40 pounds, but was
and April 15 for the filing of creditors' forced to leave it when he left for
claims.
the United States.
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OnNeelyBill
Sees U. S. Trust Victory;
Ohio ITO Speaker
Columbus, O., Feb. 28. — Abram F.
Myers, chairman of the board and
general counsel of Allied States, today told the I. T. O. of Ohio convention here that he deplores "the asininity of those in charge of the public
relations of the producers-distributors
who, in order to gain a temporary advantage as to only one of the industry's problems, have gone in for mass
insult," in their anti-Neely bill activity.
Myers was the chief speaker at the
opening session of the convention,
which is being held at the Neil House
and will close tomorrow. A talk on
industry relations was made by H. M.
Richey, director of exhibitor relations
for RKO.
Sees Successful Prosecution
Regarding the pending Government
anti-trust suits, Myers declared :
"Don't forget that the curbing of
chain buying power is the paramount
effort behind all the Government's efforts. It is the main purpose of all
the pending prosecutions." He predicted that the prosecutions "will be
successful in a very substantial de-
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at Academy

Banquet
'Mass

U.S.A., THURSDAY,

Balloting

Tonight;
is Close

Hollywood, Feb. 28. — Elite of Hollywood and representatives of publications all over the world will gather
tomorrow night in the Cocoanut
Grove of the Ambassador Hotel for
the 12th annual accolade of the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and
Sciences when winners of one of the
most spirited balloting contests in the
history of the event will be announced.
Nearly 1,200 persons, including 65
newspapermen and companions, have
coveted tickets which sold at $25 and
$10 each. They were sold out many
days in advance. Guy Lombardo and
his orchestra will furnish the music.
The program will be opened by
Frank Capra, past president of the
Academy, who will introduce Walter
Wanger, his successor. Wanger, in
turn, will present the persons who will
announce the winners of the various
divisions of competition and present
the awards, consisting of either a gold
statuette, plaque or scroll.
Dr. Ernest M. Hopkins, president
of Dartmouth, will present the award
to the winner of the Irving G. Thalberg memorial trophy which is given
to the producer adjudged as the most
outstanding of the year.
Darryl F. Zanuck will preside over
(Continued on page 5)
22 Havana Houses Close
Havana, Feb. 28.- — Film inspectors
who charged that their wage demands
had not been met today caused a shutdown of 22 Havana film theatres and
several in the provinces. The labor
department refused to intervene and
the theatres were forced to close due
to a lack of inspected film.

TEN

U.S.

Has

CENTS

Fear

City Can't Ban Film
If Passed by State
Richmond, Va., Feb. 28.— A
city cannot censor a motion
picture which has been approved by the State Division
of Motion Picture Censorship,
the State Supreme Court of
Appeals has held here.
The opinion, concurred in
unanimously by the court, was
in the case of the City of
Lynchburg against Dominion
Theatres, Inc. A decree of
the Lynchburg Corporation
Court permitting the theatre
company to show "The Birth
of a Baby" was affirmed.

Witnesses

Will

Be

Intimidated

Asks

Court
Against

Order

Aimed

Majors

Even before the witnesses have been
called to testify, the Government has

undertaken
legalwitnesses
steps toin "protect"
prospective U.S.
the New
York anti-trust suit.
The Government yesterday served
notice on the eight major defendants
that it is applying for an injunction
to restrain them from any possible atBitter Split in SAG
tempts to "intimidate and coerce" such
witnesses.
Over Extras Issue
A similar order was requested by
the Government when the bill of particulars issue arose, but Judge WilHollywood, Feb. 28. — Bitterness
liam Bondy rejected the application.
developed today between the Screen
Two Allied leaders are among those
Actors Guild board of directors, com- who have submitted affidavits to the
posed of top members, and the Class Government, precipitating the appeal
B Council, composed of extra and bit
for the order to "protect" witnesses
against intimidation.
players.
Both are at odds over the board's
The application, signed by Federal
decision to give the extras a separate
Judge Alfred C. Coxe, will be heard
charter and complete autonomy.
The Class B Council went on by Judge Henry W. Goddard on
record today as being strongly op- March 5 at 3 :30 P.M. in his chambers. The motion cites possible danposed to the board's move and charged
gers of pressure on witnesses by the
that it had been given no voice on
defendants,(Continued
and demands
the question of separation.
on page the
8) imposiKenneth Thomson, executive secretary of the Guild, is proceeding with
preparations for submitting the autonomy question to a vote of both Class English Exhibitors
A and B members. He charged that
Ask Lower Rentals
certain
B Council
"in
actions members
have madeof the
it clear
that they
London, Feb. 28. — First shots have
thought they could run the Guild better than the board now runs the been fired in a united campaign of
English exhibitors
to bring about reductions in film rentals.

gree."
"I feel confident that the Big Eight
today would gladly submit to any curb
on chain buying power, which admittedly has been abused, if they could
be permitted to retain their theatres,"
Myers continued.
Discusses Special Terms
The Allied counsel devoted much of
his speech to a discussion of current
product and the special terms asked
Writers
Claim
Wage
by distributors for such pictures as Film
Guild."
"Gone With the Wind" and "Pinocchio." He raised doubts as to the
effects of long runs on the industry as
Injustices
After
Survey
a whole and said that the dislocated
(Continued on page 4)
Hollywood, Feb. 28. — Fifty per and non-members, 520 replying. Of
cent to active Hollywood writers re- these, 330 were active members of the
Charpentier Named
ceived $120 weekly or less during guild, 44 were associate members and
1939 and 50 per cent received more 143 were non-members. Writers whose
As Canada's Censor than that figure for average employ- replies were used averaged over seven
Toronto, Feb. 28. — Fulgence Charment of 24.4 weeks for the year, ac- years of employment in film writing,
pentier, former newspaperman, has
cording to an economic survey made
period of employment bebeen appointed chief Federal censor, by the Screen Writers Guild and the longest
ing 31 years and the shortest seven
succeeding Claude Melancon, with released tonight.
weeks. The report said in part:_
jurisdiction over films and radio as
Without comment, the Guild in a
"No attempt was made to arrive at
well as the press, it is announced by copyrighted report showed that while an average weekly wage. The reason
Ernest Lapointe, Minister of Justice.
of writers getting high sal- for this is obvious. The highest salMelancon has been transferred to the percentage
aries decreased, the percentage of low
ary reported was $3,750 weekly, lowBureau of Public Information to co- salaries increased. Unemployment also
est $27.50 weekly. It will readily be
operate with Col. J. A. Cooper, acting increased, according to the survey.
seen that to merely add these two salNational Film Commissioner, in the
The Screen Writers Guild sent out
aries and divide by two would give
making of official films.
(Continued on page 4)
1,000 questionnaires to its members

Provincial branches of the Cinematograph Exhibitors Association already have considered the matter, and
the Scotch Branch has appointed a
committee to study the matter. The
(Continued on page 5)
Dies

Coast

Probe

Early Next Month
Washington, Feb. 28. — Hearings
on alleged participation of Hollywood
Figures in Communist activities are
expected to get under way here early
next tee, month
before
it was said
today.the Dies commitDecision to make a further investigation of the situation in the film
colony was reached by the Committee
last night after two days of stormy
executive meetings at which the whole
program of the group was laid out.
Much of the discussion revolved
(Continued on page 8)
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Motion

'Wind's'
Runs

Subsequent

Start

March

21

"Gone With the Wind" will start
Greater New York subsequent runs
March 21 at Loew's Valencia in
Jamaica, L. I., and the Paradise in
the Bronx.
The Loew circuit has preference on
bookings on the film, which will open
at 10 theatres in New York March 28,
at another group of 10 houses April 4
and 14 houses on April 11. The bookings are for a minimum of a week
each. Discussions on deals with other
New York circuits have not started as
vet~The picture reached a box-office
gross of $11,400,000 last night in the
United States and Canada, according
to M-G-M.
The film completes a four-week run
at Loew's Metropolitan in Brooklyn
today.
"Gone With the Wind" will end a
seven-week run at Warners' Boyd in
Philadelphia March 6 with a total
gross estimated at more than $200,-It
000 for the two-a-day engagement.
will continue indefinitely at the Earle,
where it is playing a three-a-day continuous engagement.
Coast

Flashes

Hollywood, Feb. 28.— All principals
of the New York cast of "Too Many
Girls," recently purchased by RKO,
have been signed to appear in the
screen version. George Abbott, producer of the stage show, will produce
and direct the film.
Vernon Harbor, with RKO for nine
years, has been appointed assistant to
Danny Winkler, recently made executive in charge of studio commitments.
Paramount today took up the option on Bellamy Partridge's novel,
"Country
Lawyer,"
production
scheduled to
start inwith
June.
Stuart
Walker will be associate producer.
Lon Chaney Jr. was borrowed today
from Hal Roach for a role in Cecil
De Mille's "Northwest Mounted
Police."
Private funeral services will be held
tomorrow afternoon for 18-months-old
Linda Speers, daughter of Robert
Speers, Paramount publicist. She died
today of pneumonia.
'Pinocchio' Showing
For Scarsdale Elite
A "hinterland" preview of "Pinocchio" will be held Saturday night at
the Frank Vanderlip country estate at
Scarsdale as part of the Stage &
Screen Star's ball. Westchester socialites will be attired in "Pinocchio"
costumes and masks, and will be introduced as a buildup to the comingsuburban playdates. Beechwood Players are sponsoring the fete.
Paramount Sets Dividend
Board of directors of Paramount
Pictures, Inc., yesterday declared a
regular quarterly dividend of $1.50
per share on the first preferred stock
and IS cents per share on the second
preferred stock, payable April 1 to
stockholders of record on March IS.
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Picture

Purely

ERG,d presidenyt
J. BLUMB
NATE
al, returne
yesterda
of Univers
with Mrs. Blumberg from a vacation
at Miami Beach.
•
Joseph Fields, member of the service staff of the Byrd Theatre, Richmond, who is also a student flyer, has
applied to the Finnish Government for
active service in the war against Russia.
•
Armand Denis and his wife,
Leila Roosevelt, who brought back
film from their recent African expedition, have returned to their home
in Putnam, Conn. e
Frank McHugh, Warner player,
has arrived in the East from the
studio for a vacation. He will visit
relatives
in New England during his
stay.
•
Ruth Gordon will address New
York City school teachers of English
on
"Growing
Up" at Textile High
School
on Friday.
e
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► Publicists

U ARRY ALEXANDER, president,
ri- and N. A. Taylor, vice-president
of the Independent Theatres Association of Toronto, are in California.
•
Arthur Krim, Marc Blitzstein,
Austin Keogh, I. E. Lopert, Al
Lewis, Robert Milton, Joshua Logan and yesterday.
Eddie Dowling at Sardi's
for lunch
•
Madeleine Carroll, arrives today
from abroad on the Conte di Savoia.
Truman H. Talley, general manager
of Movietone News, is also a passen•
Among the Toronto exhibitors on
vacation in Florida are Sam Firestone, Abe Polakoff, Mr. and Mrs.
ger.
Sam Ulster.
•
J. M. Franklin, head of the
Franklin & Herschorn Circuit, St.
John,
Miami. N.B., and his family are in
•

Employment

Bureau

Hollywood, Feb. 28. — The Film
Publicists Guild has established a bureau to assist members who are out
of work to find employment in other
fields as well as films.

Known as the Guild Publicity Bureau, Inc., the bureau will operate
under the supervision of Gabe Yorke
as a completely equipped and organized free lance publicity service^^, individuals and institutions witljty^.nd
outside the film industry.
The bureau's activities will not be
permitted to conflict in any way with
the work being done by the studio publicity bureau or free lance publicity
agencies already established.
The enterprise is regarded as the
first undertaking by a Hollywood
guild to provide consistent employment
for its members during periods of
transition or while at liberty. It is
understood the bureau will commence
activities with a sufficient number of
Philip
Gravitz,
M-G-M New accounts to meet overhead and the
Haven booker, has returned to his prospects of an immediate increase.
desk after an appendicitis operation.
•

George West, interested in Monogram exchanges in Kansas City and
St. Louis, has returned from visits to
Joseph O'Sullivan is handling speboth cities.
cial feature publicity for- Walt Disney
•
•
Leon Nelson, Jr., Warner head on "Pinocchio'."
checker in the Richmond territory, is
Jack Goldberg, M-G-M salesman
Washington, observes his birthday
recuperating from an appendicitis op- in
eration.
tomorrow.
•
•
Constance Bennett is in town for
John Manheimer, executive secre- several weeks.
tary of the I.T.O.A., has returned
from
Miami. several weeks' vacation in
Balcon Quits British
Production Group
Vera Haal is enroute from New
York to the RKO studio on the Coast.
London, Feb. 28. — Michael Balcon
She was awarded a contract last week.
has resigned as president and a mem•
ber of the British Film Production
David Palfreyman of the Hays
Association, claiming that its procedoffice is attending the Ohio I.T.O.
ure is unconstitutional and that the
convention in Columbus.
manner in which business is conducted
•
is not in the best interests of the British industry.
Tony ' Caselli, operator at the
Bijou, New Haven, is on a vacation
It is believed the basis of his dein the South.
cision is a disagreement over the
•
preparation of a memorandum by the
Sam Glazer, United Artists Tor- organization for consideration by the
onto manager, is on a holiday in
Board of Trade. Balcon's studio comMiami Beach.
pany also has resigned.
0
Otto E. Koegel left yesterday for
Metro Extends Contest
Miami
M-G-M has ■ extended its $10,000
eration. Beach following a tonsil op•
independent exhibitor exploitation conWilliam and Lou Brandt and
test to include all the company's
day. mother return from Miami Sun- 1939-'40 releases. Original closing
their
date of the contest was March 1, and
included films released from Sept. 1,
to Dec. 31. There will be idenMarvin Schenck of Loew's is 1939, tical
prizes for first run and subsevacationing at Hot Springs, Ark.
quent run exhibitors.
Glendon Allvine has returned
Raster Wins Verdict
from a visit to Kansas City.
A verdict for the defendant has been
rendered by a City Court jury in the
New
Anti-Trust Suit
suit of the Esco Operating Corp.
Started at Newark against William Raster. Filed in
1938, the suit alleged that Esco, a
A new anti-trust suit has been filed subsidiary of the Cocalis Circuit, as
against the major companies, this time part owner of the Manhattan Theatre,
in Newark, N. J., Federal court, by was overcharged by Raster, also an
the Netcong Amusement Co., Inc., op- owner, on alteration costs.
N. J. erating the Netcong Theatre, Netcong,
The action asks $330,000 damages,
charging unfair clearance between the
town of Netcong and Dover, about
eight miles away. The Netcong is
operated by Fred Falkner and William E. Smith, who have five other
houses in Upper New York State and
in New Jersey.

Organize

Ampa Meeting Today
All major companies have made
tsble reservations for today's Ampa
meeting at Jack Dempsey's restaurant, startiner at 12:45 o'clock. Frank
S. Nugent, Times critic, will be guest
of honor. Other newspaper film
critics will attend.

F. &

M.

Sues,

Wants

Legal Fees Returned
St. Louis, Feb. 28. — Trial started
today in Circuit Court of the suit filed
by Fanchon & Marco, Inc., and two
of its subsidiaries to regain $42,200
allegedly paid in legal fees to John S.
Leahy, attorney, and two of his partners. The action is an outgrowth of
an anti-trust action in 1936.
Attorneys for F. & M. contend that
Leahy insisted on the filing of an
anti-trust suit even after he had
learned that F. & M. had effected a
settlement of their difficulties with the
major companies. The anti-trust suits
subsequently were dismissed. The suit
also asks cancellation of $42,800 in
notes given the defendants.
Pool

to Distribute

Yiddish

Films

Seen

Sydney Singerman, general manager of Maymon Films, is discussing
with other distributors of Yiddish
films a move to pool the distribution
of Yiddish pictures for economy reasons. The plan includes the individual production of films but with distribution through a central source.
There are about six producers of Yiddish films in the United States.
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Survey
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Wage

Facts

(Continued from page 1)
an average salary of almost $2,000
weekly, which could hardly be called
a true picture. Therefore, the method
employed was that which Government and all reputable statistical
agencies find most accurate, medium
or medial figure.
"This method considers complete
salary range and looks for exact center point from which 50 per cent of
the number are above and 50 per cent
are below.
- "This survey is made on the basis
of reports of salaries of the last three
years. That there has been definite
lowering of salaries during that time,
despite the fact that there has been
no industry wide salary cut, is shown
by the following figures :
Medial Wage of $120
"Medial weekly wage for 1937 was
$174, for 1938 it was $151, and for
1939 it was $120. Agents' fees are
fixed expense. Deduct at least 10 per
cent from above table for actual earnings.
"Not only has medial salary
dropped, but number of weeks employment per year has diminished and
there has been increase in total unemployment as well.
"Average number of weeks worked
per year in 1937 was 26.5 ; for 1938
it was 25.9 and in 1939 it was 24.4.
"Average total unemployment for
1937 was 12.9 per cent ; for 1938 it was
13.2 per cent and in 1939 it was 16.6
per cent.
"Unemployment as used in these
figures refers specifically to screen
writers who have had credits or actual
studio experience and who were available for employment during time specified.

"NORTHWEST PASSAGE" (M-G-M)
For the most part the film described the hazards of the trip
and the return as vividly as the book. . . . Tracy can get ready to
accept wholesale congratulations again. — Chicago Daily Times.
Thrilling. ... It is adventure, high wide and handsome. . . .
Presents Tracy in what is perhaps his finest characterization.
. . . The picture has sweep and is also rich in detail. — Chicago
Tribune.
A stunning, almost unbearably exciting production, one that
sets a new high in movie realism. ... A grim statement of horrifying fact — not for the squeamish. . . . Carries no plot in the
accepted sense of the word. . . . One of the principal reasons for
the film's force is Spencer Tracy. — Philadelphia Record.
A stirring, heroic, nerve-shattering drama of pre-Revolutionary
days. . . . Magnificently produced in color. . . mighty adventure
story, superbly played. — Philadelphia Inquirer.
Adventure — juicy, red and raw. ... Is punch-packed entertainment. . . . Spencer Tracy gathers himself a large and fresh supply
of laurels. . . . One of the best jobs of his career is turned in by
Robert Young. — Philadelphia Ledger.
One of the most virile and arresting historical melodramas to
come out of Hollywood. . . . The performances are entirely convincing. .. . Maintains a high pitch of excitement and suspense.
— Newsweek.

Myers

Sees

U.

S.

Victory

In Industry
Trust
Suits
(Continued from page 1)
Screen Service subsidiary, referring to
flow of product resulting threatens a the accessories setup, said :
"We have worked on this plan for
serious film shortage in some sections.
Viewing the current situation caused six years. We are not a monopoly.
We expect to reduce accessory rentals,
by departures in distribution and ex- and representatives have been authorhibition, Myers warned of "breakers
ized under a national policy to make
ahead" and urged independent exhibifive-year agreements guaranteeing no
tors to take protective measures.
The current earnings of the industry
as a whole do not warrant increases in price increases."
'Industry Losing 15 Millions a Year'
film rentals, said Myers.
Darrell Greek, I.T.O. attorney, exMyers reiterated that Allied is ready
plained the status of the taxpayer acto renew negotiations on arbitration of
tion to force the state of Ohio to coltrade disputes, but that all, not only
a few, grievances must be included. ities. lect a tax on film rentals, which had
He expressed hope that the distribu- been declared exempt by state authortors would be willing to discuss probIn his speech Richey declared that
lems with Allied.
"destructive criticism is costing the
"We find that while 53 per cent of
Urges Quick Adjustment
writers who answered this survey reindustry $15,000,000 a year minimum."
ceived salary increases during the
"Unreasonable clearance, arbitrary He added that the industry will expast three years, 62 per cent of this
perience its "most prosperous era in
of pictures, overbuying, opnumber worked fewer weeks per year. allocation pressive
exercise of chain buying history" when it finally achieves peace,
Lower Salaries Prevail
must soon."
power, withholding of product — all "asHeit based
his estimate of loss on the
these call for amicable adjustment
"Lower salaries are becoming more
possibility
that
the 15,000 theatres opprevalent. Writers averaging $50 per within the industry, now," Myers aserating
in
the
United
States would inserted. "The larger issues may not
week or under went from 24.5 per
crease their gross $3 or more a day
cent in 1937 to 24.3 per cent in 1938 be finally settled for a number of if certain adjustments were accomand to 31 per cent in 1939. Higher years. In the meantime, Rome is burnsalaries have always been few and
Richey deplored the airing of inBefore the approximately 75 ex- plished.
are on the decline.
dustry grievances in public and urged
hibitors
present,
representing
101
the"Writers averaging over $2,000
atres in the state, President Martin a return to the fundamentals of showweekly in 1937 were 1.2 per cent of
manship. The film business, he said,
Smith vigorously assailed the anthe total, decreasing in 1938 to nine- G.ing."
nouncement ofthe Dies Committee in depends on selling glamor, and anytenths of one per cent and in 1939 to
thing which detracts public attention
Washington that a new investigation
eight-tenths of one per cent. Per- would be undertaken of the industry in from the main purpose is destructive.
centage of writers averaging over
He said :
Theatres Push Modernization
$1,000 per week in 1937 decreased Hollywood.
"It is gross injustice to point an
from seven per cent in 1937 to 6.9
In
comparison with the caliber of
per cent in 1938 and 6.6 per cent in accusing finger at our industry. There films and exploitation in the last five
are no more un-American individuals
1939."
in this industry than in other pro- years, the present season has reached a
Richey declared.
fes ions. Ifthe investigation material- peak,
Gets AGVA
Charter
Furthermore, he continued, film
izes the public should not be led to
Philadelphia, Feb. 28. — Member- believe that this industry is dominated theatres are keeping abreast of the
times by modernizing. In the last two
ship of the United Entertainers Association, organization of vaudeville by Heun-American
asked that factions."
a resolution to that years more of this has been done than
in any previous comparative period,
and night club entertainers here, unan- effect be adopted.
Richey said.
imously approved affiliation with the
Striking at double billing, Richey
American Guild of Variety Artists and 'Strong State Organization Needed'
Smith
stressed
the
need
for
a
strong
declared it to be "bad salesmanship,
accepted a charter as A.G.V.A.'s Philadelphia local. Philip Irving, presi- state organization because of the "ad- prevents proper exploitation of worthwhile pictures and discourages the
dent of the New York local, formally
vent of many new forms of competipresented the charter after affiliation
public from being frequent attendants
was approved. A nominating comCharles L. Casanave, head of Ad- and encourages them to wait for the
mittee will meet to select new officers.
vertising Accessories, Inc., National
big combination bills."
tion."

Percentage

Films

for

Year —

Next

Balaban

Paramount next season will make 30
top pictures — the same number as this
year — which will rate percentage rentals, Barneysaid
Balaban,
preside"1"
Paramount,
yesterday.
(v0^ of
Because
of the grosses,
25 to 35 and
per cly
.' decline in foreign
because
increasing restrictions have been imposed on trade and currency around
the world, Hollywood soon may have
to make the kind of pictures that will
be able to retrieve 90 per cent of their
revenue from the North American
continent, Balaban declared.
Balaban has just returned from Miami Beach. While in Florida he mixed
business with pleasure. He was in
constant touch with company and industry conditions by telegraph and
telephone and had many conferences
with visiting Paramount partners, exhibitors and industry chieftains, such
as Leo Spitz, Nate Blumberg, Nicholas M. Schenck, Joseph M. Schenck,
E. V. Richards and others.
Referring to his own company's
production plans, Balaban said that
Paramount hereafter will be able to
spend more on its top bracket productions because of improved studio conditions.
Balaban, in commenting on Paramount's interest in DuMont Laboratories, pointed out that the picture
company was steadfastly watching the
television situation through the medium of this investment. He stated
that theatre partners would act on.
their own in regard to establishing
television stations.
Balaban & Katz, in Chicago, Paramount's chief theatre subsidiary, is
among those which has made application for a television license to the
Federal Communications Commission.
When asked about reports that exhibitors in some localities are protesting 16 mm. film competition, Balaban
stated he was "looking into that probAltermans

Win

Suit

Over L, I. Theatre
Supreme Court Justice Lockwood
yesterday fendants
decided
in favorsuitof filed
the dein a $250,000
by
lem." Isensee against Louis AlterWilliam
man, Jack Alterman, Long Island
Motion Picture Co., owner of the
building in which the Savoy Theatre
is housed, and the Coy Operating Co.,
operator of the theatre.
Isensee, a majority stockholder of
the Long Island Motion Picture Co.,
charged that Louis and Jack Alterman, minority stockholders, had leased
the theatre to themselves in the name
of Coy and have been operating it
since 1929 without his knowledge. He
also charged that insufficient rental
was paid the realty company. Louis
Nizer represented the defendants.
Lloyd Suit Up Monday
Plagiarism suit of William Rapp
and Lowell Brentano against Harold
Lloyd and the Harold Lloyd Corp.
concerning
Beware"
will
be
heard in"Professor
the New York
Federal
Court March 5. Lloyd is en route here
from the Coast.
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Tips

on

Personnel
"The House Across the Bay"
(U. A.-W anger)
Hollywood, Feb. 28. — George Raft and Joan Bennett, supported
by Lloyd Nolan, Gladys George, Walter Pidgeon and others, are

Notes
Air- Conditioning House
Toronto, Feb. 28. — The Belsize
Theatre, Toronto neighborhood house

starred in Walter Wanger's "The House Across the Bay," a slow moving drama of an underworld character's wife who sends him to prison
in order to save his life from a rival racketeer. Her plan misfires when
of +'
Players' circuit, is be- her husband's attorney, desiring her love, puts up such a poor defense
ing oi famous
conditioned.
that the racketeer gets ten years in Alcatraz.
From there on, the story sags until its final moments. The lawyer
Farrow to Manage Theatre
hounds the wife who has fallen in love with an airplane inventor, and
Toronto, Feb. 28. — The Kingsway finally tells Raft of her actions. Raft escapes from Alcatraz, kills the
Theatre, to open shortly in the Islington, suburban district of Toronto, attorney, after hearing his wife and the inventor's stories, and is killed
will have Brock Farrow, son of the by guards while returning to "The Rock."
builder, as manager.
Archie Mayo, who directed such pictures as "They Shall - Have
Music," "Youth Takes a Fling," and 'The Adventures of Marco Polo,"
Manages Canadian House
guided this production. Kathryn Scola receives credit for adapting the
Toronto, Feb. 28.— William Mc- original story by Myles Connolly.
Miss Bennett, in her best thespic achievement to date, sings two
Knight, former manager of the Alhambra and Madison Theatres, Toronto,
has been appointed manager of the songs, "Chula, Chihuahua!" by Jules Styne, Nick Castle and Sidney
Be a Fool Again," by Al Siegel. The latter has posCapitol at Woodstock, an independent Clare, andsibilities"I'll
of becoming popular.
house. A brother, Tom, is manager
Included in the cast are June Knight, Peggy Shannon, Edward Fieldof the Patricia in nearby London.
ing, Miki Morita, Eda McDaniels, William Wayne, Joseph Sawyer,
Cy
Kendall,
Virginia Brissac, Joseph Crehan, William Halligan, KenBuilding Miami Theatre
neth
Harlow,
Ed Marr, Norman Willis, Georges Renavant and Mack
Miami, Feb. 28. — Work has started Gray.
on a $100,000 theatre here for the
Biscayne Boulevard Theatre Corp.,
Running time, 85 minutes. "A."*
Vance King
of which Lester Duxstad is president. The house will seat 965.
*"A" denotes adult classification.
1,200

5

at Academy

Banquet

Tonight;

"The Showdown"
{Sherman-Paramount)

Hollywood, Feb. 28. — The "Hopalong Cassidy" created by Clarence Mulford and brought to the screen by William Boyd under the
Balloting is Close production aegis of Harry Sherman, is here instrumental in seeing
{Continued from page 1)
that a shipment of horses is safely made. That shipment, and attempts
the technical awards division ; Gene to sidetrack it, provide the main action ingredients of the story by
Buck, president of Ascap, music Jack Jungmeyer, with screen play by Harold and Daniel Kusell.
awards; Bob Hope, short subjects;
Romantic elements are supplied by Russell Hayden and Jane ClayMervyn LeRoy, director; Sinclair
ton, the latter cast as a girl who falls heir to a ranch. Morris Ankrum,
Lewis, writing ; Y. Frank Freeman, as a bogus Baron, supplies the villainy.
outstanding production.
Howard Bretherton's direction keeps the emphasis on action, with
Edward Arnold and Mickey Rooney
will announce two special trophies to backgrounds of the picture properly scenic for the outdoor subject.
be given. Following this Fay Bainter
Running time, 63 minutes.
"G."*
Walter Selden
will summon forward the winners of
supporting player competitions. Spencer Tracy will call to the stand the "Millionaire Playboy"
top actor and actress award winners. (RKO)
Balloting ended at midnight last
Hollywood, Feb. 28. — This is a farce, having as its principal protagnight. Price, Waterhouse and Co.,
onist Joe Penner, whose role is that of a scion of a wealthy family
certified accountants, are tabulating
the votes.
who gets hiccups when a girl kisses him. Reminiscent of earlier
Harold Lloyd vehicles and laden with slapstick, it was written by
Bert
Granet and Charles E. Roberts, from an original story by the
Bowling May Drop
former. Robert Sisk produced under the guidance of executive producer Lee Marcus.
Equity Council Post
Supporting Penner are Linda Hayes, Russ Brown, Fritz Feld, Tom
Eddie Dowling, actor-producer
whose appointment to the Actors Kennedy, Granville Bates, Arthur Q. Bryan, Adele Pearce, Diane
Equity council caused a protest from Hunter, Mary Milford and Mantan Moreland.
a number of Equity members, dePenner is taken to a vacation resort through a plot of his father,
clared yesterday that he was considerwho
wants him to be cured of hiccuping when he is kissed. The beauing resigning and would make his detiful girls there harass him, he falls in love with the proprietress of the
cision known later this week.
Dowling denied that the protests resort. Penner manages to outwit his father's agents, desirous of purwould influence his decision. He dechasing the establishment, and all ends happily.
clared that he had accepted the post
Running time, 64 minutes. "G."*
Vance King
without full realization of the demands
it would make on his time, and that
pressure of work might compel him to *"G" denotes general classification.
resign.
Dowling is currently acting in "The
Hold Rites for Marrs
Metro Buys Article
Time of Your Life," of which he is
co-producer with the Theatre Guild,
Toronto, Feb. 28. — Funeral services
Hollywood, Feb. 28. — M-G-M has
and is readying a new show for spring- were held for Harry D. Marrs, man- acquired film rights to 'As Nazi Tourager of the Orpheum, Moose Jaw, at
production. Equity officials declared
ists See Us," an article by Paul Martin, which originally appeared in the
yesterday that it was not unusual for Hamilton, Ont. He died suddenly in
his
59th
year.
He
was
a
road
show
magazine,
The Living Age, and later
,an actor-producer to be named to the
council, there having been about 10 manager before the last war and was used in condensed form by Readers' Digest.
became an exhibitor 15 years ago.
such appointments in previous years.

Exploitation
College Queen Contest
Planned by Paramount
An all-American college queen,
chosen from 462 colleges in the country, will be picked by Paramount in
a national contest in connection with
the world premiere of "Those Were
the Days," in Galesburg, 111., on May
21. One girl will be selected from
each state in preliminary tests. Twelve
will be selected to attend the opening,
and a final winner will be given a
screen test in Hollywood.
'Brain Twister' Stunt
Is Toronto,
Used on Feb.
'Balalaika'
28. — Manager Ray
Tubman of the Capitol, Ottawa, secured three full pages of cooperative
advertising in the Journal in a tieup
with 24 merchants in a "brain twisters" contest for the run of "Balalaika." Readers were invited to identify
the slogan or other characteristic of
each store, which were first published
in panels on a page without names or
addresses. Several days later the
complete advertisements with names of
winners were published on two pages.
Merchants provided eight merchandise
prizes while the cost to the theatre
was 10 pairs of passes.
Women's Wear Section
Plugs 'Thief of Bagdad'
Women's Wear Daily, leading trade
publication
devoted
to the issued
women'sa
clothing field,
on Tuesday
special section, arranged as' a tieup by
Monroe Greenthal, head of exploitation of United Artists, on Alexander
Korda's film, "The Thief of Bagdad."
Several articles and advertising stress
the merchandising possibilities of the
so-called Thief of Bagdad dress patterns, in Oriental designs.
Warners Issue Smart
'Virginia' Invitation
Warners has sent out what the press
department calls a "lusty appeal" to
be present at the opening of "Virginia
City" at the town of that name in
Nevada on March 16. Described in
an accompanying letter as the "harbinger" of a formal invitation, the
"appeal" is a large, attractive poster,
hand-lettered, with small, color illustrations pertinent to the text describing
nature of the town in its miningtheheyday.

English
Ask

Exhibitors

Lower Rentals
(Continued from page 1)

C. E. A. 1940 General Council will
hold .its first meeting on March 13.
The London Branch today tables a
resolution, which has unanimous support, calling on the General Council to
take immediate action. The exhibitors
contend that rentals were too high,
even before the war.
Representatives of the London
Branch tomorrow will discuss with
Oscar Deutsch, head of Odeon Circuit, his plan to show films in Leicester Square free on Sundays for members of the armed forces. The plan
tors.
is vigorously opposed by local exhibi-
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Sought
Witnesses
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tion of five restrictions governing the
interviewing witnesses.
Affidavits of H. A. Cole, president
of the Texas Theatre Owners Association Nathan
;
Yamins, president of
the Independent Exhibitors of New
England, Inc., and Joseph Conway,
member of the Allied Independent
Theatre Owners of Eastern Pennsylvania, are submitted in support of the
application.
Five Restrictions Asked
The five restrictions which the Government will ask Judge Goddard to
impose on the majors were set forth
in an accompanying proposed order as
follows :
(1) That the defendants shall not
in any manner intimidate or attempt to
intimidate witnesses, or to influence
their testimony by threats of annoyance or oppression adversely affecting
a witnesses' business.
(2) That no interview of a witness
shall take place in an office of a defendant during preparation for, or
during the trial of the suit.
(3) That all officers and employes
of the defendants who have the power
to affect the terms of any licensing
agreements with the witnesses shall
be barred from the interviews.
(4) That witnesses who are interviewed shall be told that no statement
made by them to agents of the defendants, third persons, or on the witness stand, will affect, in any way,
the business relations between the witnesses and the defendants.
(5) That a copy of the order providing for these restrictions shall be
read to a witness before he is interviewed.
U. S. Answers Due Tomorrow
In a preliminary statement, the order declares that the Government's
answers to the defendants' interrogatories, to be filed on Friday, will disclose a number of prospective witnesses. In order to protect a majority
of these witnesses who have business
relations with the majors, this order
is essential, the Government maintains.
The order points out that the restrictions are sought only to cover witnesses actually listed in these answers.
A number of witnesses have expressed
a fear that their testimony will be
followed by discrimination against
them by the majors, the government
states.
To back this assertion, the Government appended to the application the
affidavits of Cole, Yamins and Conway. Each of these exhibitors contends, in his affidavit, that witnesses,
"even without threats by the major
companies," will not testify fully unless the court safeguards their business interests.
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Projectionists
Radio

Brevities

V/l AJOR BOWES will celebrate the sixth anniversary of his "Amateur
■* Hour" on Thursday, March 21 over CBS. The last three years
have been with Columbia. During the past six years, about 1,500 amateurs have earned approximately $2,000,000 touring in road companies
and appearing on the stage in film houses.
Since his association with CBS, Major Bowes has auditioned 80,000
applicants with about 3,500 actually
getting their chance before the miRadio-Theatre Tieup
crophone.
A tieup between neighborhood
Kaltenborn Going to NBC
film houses and radio has been
worked out by Bill Berns in his
After having been heard on CBS
since the organization of the net"Uptown
show
overMovie
WBNX.Reporter"
Berns
work, H. V. Kaltenborn is scheduled to transfer his activities to a
broadcasts Mondays, Wednesspecial NBC network of 36 stations
days and Fridays with Hollyon May 28. His sponsor, Pure Oil
wood comment, reviews and inCo., will continue to act as sponsor
terviews. In addition he announces the current programs
after the switch. The new contract
will be for 52 weeks. Kaltenborn
being shown at the York, Delwill be heard Tuesdays, Thursdays
Mar, Manhattan, Dorset, Cenand Saturdays from 7:45 to 8 P.M.
tral, Ace, Metro, Vogue, Bedford, Decatur, Burke, Laconia,
Personalities in the News
Wakefield and Kimball, all independent houses in Manhattan
Phil Spitalny, the bandleader, has
and the Bronx. In return, the
been booked into the Stanley theatre,
theatres flash an announcement
Pittsburgh, for March where he zvill
on the screen calling attention
follow his brother, Maurice Spitalny,
to the program and its sponsor,
ivho appears there the preceding week.
Chateau Martin Wines.
. . . Leo J. Omelian, manager of
W LEU , Erie, arrived in town yesterday. . . . The Rits Brothers will be
guests of George Fisher over Mutual
on Wednesday at 2:45 P. M. . . .
Ralph Foster and John Pierson, manager and sales manager, respectively
of KGBX, Springfield, Mo., returned
home yesterday after a week's stay
here. . . . Betty Grable zvill reveal
the sports habits of the Hollywood
great as the guest of Bill Stern on
March 10.
Pittsburgh Night Tonight
Westinghouse's "Musical Americana" will celebrate Pittsburgh
Night over NBC-Blue today at 8
P. M. A delegation of NBC officials left last night to be on hand
for the celebration. Included were
A. L. Ashby, William S. Hedges,
Charles W. Horn, I. E. Showerman,
Keith Kiggins, Mr. and Mrs. Walter
E. Myers, and Mr. and Mrs. A. J.
Ghisalbert.
Program News
American Tobacco Co. has renewed
Kay Kyser's "College of Musical
Knowledge"; over NBC-Red for an
additional 13 weeks. April 3 will start
Kyser's third year on the network for
the same sponsor. . . . Raymond Grain
Swing, novo heard on three Mutual
stations, is scheduled to go Coast-toCoast in the near future. . . . NBC
has recorded four 15-minute programs
for the Rexall Stores and will ship
the transcriptions to 250 stations to
be used, locally for promotion of the
annual one-cent sale.

Rudy Vallee's New Show
Recording of a sample program of
Rudy Vallee's new show for Sealtest
arrived from the Coast yesterday.
The show will feature Vallee as a
vagabond lover taking an active part
in some memorable event of history.
Maxie Rosenbloom assists Vallee.
Hollywood guest stars also zvill be
used.
The sample program sets a smash
pace which should rank among the
topnotchers within a few weeks. The
humor is of a fast situation type, with
a large are
smattering
gags.
Vallee's
songs
spottedof in
appropriate
places and zvorked into the plot. Gilbert and Sidlivan tunes with new
lyrics are used and the music is generally employed to heighten the comedy effect.
WNEW Wants to Go FM
WNEW is the latest of the local
stations to apply for a license to erect
a frequency modulation transmitter.

Ayers Denies Plea
To Extradite Buck
Helena, Mont., Feb. 28. — Gov.
Roy E. Ayers of Montana yesterday
at a hearing refused to ask the extradition of Gene Buck, president of
Ascap, from Arizona on a charge of
obtaining
money under false pretenses.
Buck, arrested in Phoenix, Ariz.,
last week on a telegraphic warrant
Majors Deny Intimidation
from Missoula, Mont., was at liberty
Song Star Gets Screen Test
Two of the affidavits attempt to
Yvette, the singing discovery at under a bond of $750, to which it had
prove this assertion by citing alleged NBC, who is heard Sundays at 3:45 been reduced from $10,000.
examples of specific discrimination. P. M. and Mondays at 6 P. M. over
County Attornev Edward T. DusThe majors have on a number of oc- the Red network, was given a screen sault of Missoula said the authorities
at Phoenix would be notified that the
casions vigorously denied charges of test by Paramount this week.
warrant for Buck has been withdrawn.
intimidation.
Buck, in Phoenix for his health,
Mutual's 120th Affiliate
Answers to Government interrogawas
arrested on charges based on
tories numbering 40 through 59 are
WJEJ, Hagerstown, Md., becomes the 120th affiliate of Mutual Ascap's notification to Montana radio
scheduled to be filed by the majors
tomorrow.
tomorrow. The station operates on stations and other enterprises that
On the same day the Government 1,210 k.c. with 100 watts power, un- their licenses to play music owned by
limited time, but has an application the society would be withdrawn unis expected to file its answers to a
less demands for royalty payments
consolidated list of interrogatories sub- pending for increase of power to 250
were met.
mitted by the majors.
watts.

Warner

Balk

Strike

Aid

Philadelphia, Feb. 28. — There is
no indication here at present that the
projectionists' union will go out on a
sympathy
strike
in the
houses.
union
fight
against
localmusicians'
Warner
Joseph N. Weber, American Federation of Musicians president, answering last week's demand that Weber
take immediate action in the strike,
declared that he would rend^ow/ hatat
time.
everthisimmediate
assistance is ^ V'sible
Whatever that aid may be, A. Rex
Riccardi, secretary of Local 77 of the
musicians union, indicated today that
he is not hopeful that it will mean
projectionists will refuse to pass
through
musicians'
Riccardithedisclosed
thatpicket
in thelines.
early
stages of the strike, by which the
musicians are trying to force Warners
to use musicians in eight theatres,
Weber issued a "road call" but the
projectionists refused to walk out.
Further local conferences also found
the projectionists unwilling to sacrifice
their own organization as long as the
musicians
still cities.
working at War-'
ner
houses were
in other
It was indicated that only in the
event of a national musicians' strike
against Warner theatres would the
call."
projectionists
It
was pointed answer
out thata a"road
projectionists' sympathy strike would practically
cripple that union here, since 85 per
cent of the members are employed by
Warner Theatres.
Dies

Coast

Probe

Early
(ContinuedNext
from pageMonth
1)
around Chairman Dies' suggestion
that any hearings held between now
and the November elections be behind
closed doors, to prevent the inquiry
from having any influence upon the
Presidential campaign, but other members contended that there should be
no suppression of any situation because of politics.
While Dies has focussed attention
on the situation in Hollywood, it is
said in other quarters that the film
phase has been overplayed and that it
will be overshadowed by disclosures of
un-American activities of other groups
on the Coast.
Four

American

Films

Banned
by Australia
Melbourne, Australia, Feb. 28. —
Cresswell O'Reilly, film censor of the
Commonwealth, has banned four
American films, "Of Mice and Men,"
"Each Dawn I Die," "A Child Is
Born" and "Hell's Kitchen."
No reason was given for the decision. The banning
"Of Mice
and
Men" occasioned
someof surprise
among
exhibitors, since the stage play recently was presented here without objection.
Lenauer, World in Deal
Distribution rights for Lenauer International's French films have been
acquired by World Pictures Corp.
Pictures include "Pearls of the
Crown," "The Puritan," "They
Were Five," "Crime and Punishment," "Mvstic Mountain," "Moscow
Nights," "Pasteur," "North Sea,"
"Cover to Cover,' "Frosty Frolics"
and "Datelines."
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Suspension of Quota law,
Other Legislation Seen
London, Feb. 29. — Indefinite postponement ofnew British quota legislation was authoritatively forecast here
today.
It was indicated in reliable quarters
that the institution of a new quota
with a monetary instead of a footage basis, as has been suggested, is
extremely unlikely for considerable
time. At the same time, suspension
of other phases of film legislation,
such as block booking and the like,
is anticipated.
At the beginning of the war, the
Government decided to continue the
present quota for six months, from
Oct. 1 to March 31, and during that
period to determine what changes, if
any, should be made in film legislation in view of war conditions.
With the six-month period nearly
expired, there is considerable speculation in trade circles as to what course
the Government will follow.
It is believed that, pending a final
(Continued on page 8)
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Winners

Hollywood, Feb. 29. — Winners of the various awards, announced
tonight at the annual dinner of the Academy of Motion Picture
Arts and Sciences, follow:
Most outstanding
picture of the year — "Gone With the Wind,"
Selznick
International.
Best performance by an actor — Robert Donat in "Goodbye, Mr.
Chips," M-G-M (England).
Best performance by an actress — Vivien Leigh in "Gone With
the Wind," Selznick International.
Best performance by an actor in a supporting role — Thomas
Mitchell in "Stagecoach," Walter Wanger.
Best performance by an actress in a supporting role — Hattie
McDaniel in "Gone With the Wind," Selznick International.
Best achievement in directing — Victor Fleming in "Gone With
the Wind," Selznick International.
Best written screen play — Sidney Howard for "Gone With the
Wind," Selznick International.
Best original motion picture story — Lewis R. Foster for "Mr.
Smith Goes to Washington," Columbia.
Best achievement in art direction — Lyle Wheeler for "Gone With
the Wind," Selznick International.
Best achievement in film editing — Hal Kern (supervisor) and
James Newcom for "Gone With the Wind," Selznick International.
Best achievement in sound recording — Bernard B. Brown for
"When Tomorrow Comes," Universal.
Best achievements in cinematography — Black and white, Gregg
Toland for "Wuthering Heights," Samuel Goldwyn; color, Ernest
Haller for "Gone With the Wind," Selznick International.
Best achievements in music — Best original score, Herbert
Stothart for "The Wizard of Oz," Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer ; best
scoring, Richard Hageman, Frank Harling, John Leipold and Leo
Shuken for "Stagecoach," Walter Wanger; best song, "Over the
Rainbow," composed by E. Y. Harburg and Harold Arlen for
"The Wizard of Oz," M-G-M.
Short subjects — Cartoons, "The Ugly Duckling," Walt Disney;
1,000 feet or less, "Busy Little Bears," Paramount; 1,000 to 3,000
feet, "Sons of Liberty," Warner Bros.
Special effects — Fred Sersen and E. H. Hansen for "The Rains
Came," 20th Century-Fox.
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Television

Order Approves Limited
Commercialization
Washington, Feb. 29. — The television industry today received the "go
ahead" signal from the Federal Communications Commission.
The Commission granted the longawaited permission for limited commercialization oftelevision programs,
effective Sept. 1.'
Rules, recommended by its television sub-committee, also were adopted,
but the Commission refused to establish any standards for transmission at
this time, convinced that the industry
is still in its infancy and would be
harmed by premature standards.
Under the order sanctioning partial commercialization, advertising
will be allowed in connection with
television programs. In return for
(such advertising, sponsors will be
permitted to pay the talent cost.
Although
W2XBS,
NBC's
sion station in
New York,
has televitransmitted limited commercialized programs in cases where the sponsor provided the talent, the F.C.C. order not
only gives formal approval to this
practice, but also permits television
stations to receive payment for the
production of the stations' own pro-

At Quigley Awards
Hollywood, Feb. 29. — David O.
Selznick, Thalberg award winner at tonight's Academy dinner, will be toastmaster at the Quigley Grand Awards
presentation at the, Victor Hugo Restaurant here on March 12.
The presentation will be made during a luncheon to be given by Martin
Quigley for studio heads, stars and directors, inhonor of Ray Bell and Lige
Brien, winners of the 1939 Motion
Pic hire Herald-Managers Round
Table competition.
Headquarters of the Awards party,
directed by A-Mike Vogel have been
established at the Hollywood Knickerbocker Hotel, where the visiting
theatremen are to arrive on March 11
as guests of Quigley Publications. A
program of entertainment for the winners has been arranged by the welcoming committee of studio publicity
heads.

9
'Wind,
Honors
Academy
Robert
Donat,
Vivien
Leigh

stowed upon the Selznick picture. It
won the following other distinctions :
Best performance by an actress in
a supporting role, best achievement
in directing, best written screen play,
best achievement in art direction best
achievement in film editing, best 'color
cinematography, and a special trophy
for the use of color in enhancing
dramatic mood.
Selznick was heavily applauded as
he received the Thalberg Award, having been voted the outstanding producer of 1939. Darryl Zanuck won the
Robert Donat, star of the BritishThalberg trophy the first year and
made "Goodbye, Mr. Chips," was ac- Hal Wallis last year.
claimed for the best acting perforBell, advertising manager of Loew's
mance among male stars while Vivien
Theatre, Washington, D. C., and
Walt Disney continued his domination of the cartoon field, winning this
Brien, manager of Warners Prince Leigh won the trophy as. the queen of
Theatre, Ambridge, Pa., were chosen actresses for her work in "Gone With class for the sixth consecutive year.
The assemblage at the Academy
for the year's honors by a voting comWind."1,200 persons, jamming every dinner-dance included practically
mittee of 35 industry leaders at the theNearly
Hotel Astor in New York on Jan. inch of space in the Cocoanut Grove, every executive of the industry. In
30.
(Continued on page 8)
saw one award after another beHollywood, Feb. 29. — Highest
awards of the motion picture industry were heaped tonight upon David
Q. Selznick and his precedent-breaking "Gone With the Wind."
The Academy of Motion Picture
Arts and Sciences, holding its 12th
annual dinner-dance in the Cocoanut
Grove of the Ambassador Hotel, not
only gave Selznick the Irving G.
Thalberg Memorial trophy but also
voted
his production
most outstanding
film. as the year's

The Commission delayed the assignment of permanent frequency
grams.
channels for television until after the
conclusion of the hearings on fre(Continued on page 12)

Europe
Bars

Will
on

Relax

Newsreels

By AL FINESTONE
Belligerent governments in Europe,
after six months, have promised to
relax censorship of newsreels and
facilitate the transportation of newsreel films to the United States, according to Truman H. Talley, vice-presidenttone
in charge
of production
MovieNews, who
returned of
yesterday
on the Conte di Savoia from Europe
where he spent more than two months.
Talley surveyed the newsreel coverage situation and conferred with high
Government officials in Italy, France,
England, Holland, Belgium and Switzerland.
Talley went to Europe in an attempt to ease the restrictions imposed
on newsreel coverage and the export
(Continued on page 6)
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WithA.G.V.A.
Talent agents who book vaudeville
acts will effect a licensing agreement
with the American Guild of Variety
Artists within the next 10 days if
present negotiations are successful, according to I. Robert Broder, attorney
for Artists Representatives Association.
The agreement is expected to aid in
a standardization of practices among
agents who operate in the vaudeville
field. In addition, the union will be
aided in its organization drive by the
provision that none of the agents may
handle any performer who is not an
A.G.V.A. member.
The A.R.A. has more than one hundred members, including most of the
larger agents. It was organized four
months ago and will be recognized as
sole bargaining representative for
agents by the union, although nonmembers will be permitted to act as
agents if they conform to the standards agreed upon by A.R.A.
A.G.V.A. set up a licensing system
about four months ago but it was not
very widely accepted and made no
provision for commissions and other
details. The new agreement will provide for a maximum of 10 per cent
to be charged with a downward scale
if certain services are not rendered
by the agent.
The agents will hold a membership
meeting Monday night at the Hotel
Edison to consider the proposals.

Picture

Purely
BERNSTEIN, treasurer
D
DAVI
of Loew's, Inc., is due Monday
from a Florida vacation.
•
Arthur Frudenfeld, Cincinnati
Variety Club barker, and Harry J.
Wessel, past chief barker, have been
named delegates to the national Variety Club convention in Dallas, April
17-20.
•
4
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IN, Eastern
MILSTE
J • J.
tative
of Edward
Small represenProductions, has returned from conferences
on the Coast.
•
George Dembow, Lester Cohen,
John Garfield, Toby Gruen, Mort
Spring, David Blum, Joseph Rosthal, William Melniker, John D.
Hertz, Jr., Robert Milton, Bayard
Veiller, Ben Boyar, Charles Sonin
and Lee Shubert lunching at Sardi's
yesterday.
•

Jadwiga Smosarska, Polish stage
and screen star, appeared in person
at the Rialto in New Britain, Conn.,
in connection with the showing of a
Frank Rubel, vice-president of
Polish film.
Pioneer Theatre Corp., Des Moines,
•
has returned with Mrs. Rubel from
a two-week vacation in New OrJames Bracken of Warner Theleans and St. Petersburg, Fla.
atres, New Haven, and Mrs. Brack•
en are celebrating their 10th wedding anniversary at Atlantic City.
John
Justin,
player
Alexan•
der Korda,
is due
fromforLondon
on
the
Washington
Monday.
He
will
H. M. Richey, director of exhibitor relations for RKO, has returned go to the Coast immediately.
•
from Columbus where he addressed
the Ohio I.T.O. convention.
Moe Sanders, office manager at the
•
20th Century-Fox New York exJ. N. McHale, manager of the
change, returns Monday from a
Oaks in San Francisco, has been elect- Florida vacation.
ed a director of the Solano Avenue
•
Merchants Association.
Madeleine Carroll flew to the
•
Coast yesterday on the Mercury.
William M. James, former Colum- Patricia Wilder was also a passenger on the plane.
bus, O., exhibitor, and one of the oldest in the state, was operated on for
•
an abdominal ailment.
Rosalind
Russell
arrived from
•
the Coast last night on the Southerner.
Ceza Herczig, co-author of the
script of "Florian,'' Winfield Sheehan
Fred Allen left for Boston yesterproduction for M-G-M release, is visday via American Airlines.
iting in New York. •
Si Seadler, M-G-M advertisingmanager, is due back at his desk
Monday after recuperating from an
illness.

Buxbaurn

Honored

By Staff at 20th-Fox
Preceding his annual Florida vaC. G. Barrett, Warner Theatres
cation, Harry Buxbaurn, Metropolitan
New Haven district manager, is in district manager for 20th Century'Ribs' Critic Nugent
New Haven Hospital with pneu- Fox, was tendered a luncheon yesterFrank Nugent, retiring as film monia.
•
day at Gallagher's by employes of the
critic of the New York Times to join
company's
Newwith
York
Bux20th Century-Fox as a writer, was
baurn leaves
his exchange.
wife by plane
E.
M.
Hall,
technical
director
of
the honor guest and the object of a Western Electric, Ltd., London, has
Monday for a three-week stay at the
resort.
round of ribbing at the Ampa lunch- arrived here on a leave of absence.
•
eon yesterday at Jack Dempsey's ResAt the luncheon were Harry Buxtaurant.
Dakryl F. Zanuck and his wife
baurn, Jr., Morris Kurtz, Joseph J.
With Paul Lazarus, Ampa presi- leave Hollywood today for a four Lee, Abe Blumstein, Seymour Florin,
dent, as toastmaster, Arthur Mayer,
William Shutzer, Joseph St. Claire,
operator of the Rialto, acted as chief week's vacation at• Sun Valley.
Louis Kuttler, George Blanderman,
ribber, aided by various other New
Peter Fishman, Jack Wolf, Herman
Al
Lichtman,
M-G-M
vice-presiYork critics present. About 125 comdent, has returned to the Coast after Reiper and Arthur McManus.
prised a large turnout for the or- a short visit in New York.
ganization. Kate Cameron of the
•
Daily News spoke for the Film
Aaron Fishman of the Community, Fairbanks-UA
Stock
Critics Circle, and Bosley Crowther, New Haven, is in Florida with his
Sale Reports Denied
family for three weeks.
Ben
Crisleronand
Prior,
associates
the Tom
Times,
tookNugent's
a hand
•
Reports
which circulated throughin the verbal lambasting.
out the trade yesterday that Constance
Earl
Hendon,
M-G-M
office
manOther New York critics present
ager in Kansas City, observes a birth- Bennett had purchased the Fairbanks
were : William Boehnel, Eileen Creelstock in United Artists and that she
day tomorrow.
man, Howard Barnes, Irene Thirer
o
was
going to produce for that comand Leo Mishkin. Burgess Meredith
David
Palfreyman
of
the
Hays
ofpany were
as "bunk" by atspoke briefly.
torneys fordescribed
the company.
fice returns Monday from a trip to
Before sale of the stock can be
the Midwest.
•
made, it has to go through an appraisBitzer's Condition Same
The condition of B. W. Bitzer, who
al of the estate, and such an apPeter Prince, booker for M-G-M
praisal has not yet been made. Addiwas considered the film industry's ace in Washington, tomorrow celebrates
tionally, the stock must be first offered
cameraman in the silent days, remains a birthday.
to
the
company
in the event of its
•
unchanged at the St. Luke's Hospital
disposal.
where he is reported gravely ill.
Rose Wilder, secretary to Colvtn
Among pictures he filmed was "Birth Brown, left yesterday for the Coast
of a Nation."
738 'Wind' Bookings
on a three-week vacation.
•
With 22 additional "Gone With the
20th-Fox Sets Dividend
Abe Lastfogel of the William Wind" engagements set by M-G-M
Board of directors of 20th Century Morris office left yesterday for Flor- yesterday, bookings to date total 738
Fox yesterday declared a dividend of ida.
in 683 cities, including those which
•
have terminated. Most of the new
37JA cents per share on the outstandGrantland Rice, producer of sports bookings are in the Midwest and the
ing preferred stock, payable March 30
to stockholders of record on March 15. subjects, is en route to Miami Beach. South.

Ampa

Honors,

Also

Newsreel
Parade
Coverage of three wars, Sino-Jap,
Finn-Russo and the major war in Euis included in the weekend islow: rope,sues.
Reels and their contents folMOVIETONE
No. Japs
SO — Infantry maneuvers in NEWS,
New York.
bomb
Chinese cities. Australian troops sail. Blizzard in Japan. Queen Wilhelmina views
troops. King George and Queen ibth
inspect aircraft plants. British a. A .mister hails Polish fliers. LeBrun visits General Gort. Glider flight in Australia. Lew
Lehr. Dodgers in Spring training. Connie
Mack prepares for baseball season. Water
skiing at Miami.
NEWS OF THE DAY, No. 248— Mine
sweepers off British coast. Citizens in
patriotic rally
fire Pro
extinguisher in
tested.Oregon.
Blizzard inNewJapan.
title tennis matches.
Ski jumps.
PARAMOUNT
No. S3—
Salvation Army relieves NEWS,
famine victims
in China.
Salvation Army observes anniversary in
New York. Chinese aviatrix arrives. Patriotic ceremony in Oregon. Lost and
found department of British railway busy
with soldiers'
belongings.
War to
in FlorFinland. Babe Ruth
teaches baseball
ida children. N. Y. U. basketball team in
action.
RKO PATHE NEWS, No. 65— American
volunteers in Finland. Hull urges reciprocal tier.
trade.
Germany
barricades
Dutch
Sir Victor
Sassoon
visits U.
S. fronNew
fire extinguisher tested. Australian troops
leave for war. Finn runners in training
here.
UNIVERSAL
NEWSREEL,
No. 854—
American ambulances on Finnish front.
Mine sweepers off English coast. LeBrun
at front. Refugees in China. Test new
fire extinguisher in Washington. Smelt
run in Washington. Swiss fashions in
New York. Dodgers in Spring training.
Wrestling in Brooklyn.
$500,000 Fire Hits
Paris Pathe Studios
Paris, Feb. 29. — Fire in the Pathe
studios southeast of Paris today destroyed seven sound stages causing
damages estimated at $500,000. Pathe
officials attributed the blaze to a
"technical accident." In the stages
of production at the studio was "Hitler Told Me" by the former Nazi official in Danzig, Herman Rauschning.
Reisman

Off Today

For Cuba on Tour
General Manager Phil Reisman of
RKO Radio's foreign department will
leave today on a tour of inspection
of Central American exchanges. His
first stop will be Cuba. The RKO
Radio executive will be away from
New York City for three weeks.
MOTION
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Hollywood
For

Stars

Record

Massing

Spring

Coast Celebrities
Many
in Rehearsals
dy
Alrea
For New York Plays
Hollywood stars will dominate
Spring productions in the legitimate
theatre.
Already on the Main Stem are Ruth
Chatt'.i A Elliott Nugent, Bert Lahr,
Ethel It/rman, Betty Field, Donald
Cook, Monte Wooley, and Katharine
Hepburn. But the Springtime activity which is going on with an unparalleled pace will bring more than
twice this many names from the
Coast to Broadway.
Franchot Tone, Lenore Ulric and
Katherine Locke will open next week,
under the banner of the Theatre Guild,
in Ernest Hemingway's "The Fifth
Column."
Abbott's Mystery Thriller
George Abbott, who will soon make
a film for RKO, has a new mystery
thriller opening next week in Baltimore, and on the week following on
Broadway. The play is "Goodbye in
the Night" by Jerome Mayer.
Vinton Freedley is rehearsing for a
revival showing of "Liliom," with
Burgess Meredith and Ingrid Bergman. Miss Bergman has been seen
David Selznick's "Intermezzo."
in One
of the troubled events in the
American theatre concerns "A Passenger to Bali," with Walter Huston.
The play has been critically assaulted
by hinterland reviewers, but will run
the Broadway gauntlet, nevertheless,
having been revised considerably.
Nita Naldi, one of the glamorous
figures of silent film days, is preparing to make a Broadway appearance
in "Worth a Million." It is a British
farce.
Flora Robson, after successful recent performances in such pictures as
"Wuthering Heights" and "A Man to
Remember," is also heading for
Broadway. She will appear in Gilbert Miller's production, "Ladies in
Retirement."
Onslow Stevens, too, has a Broadway berth in "The Burning Deck."
Gladys George is returning from Hollywood to start rehearsals in "Lady
in Waiting" for Brock Pemberton.
Three Stars in Musical
Simone Simon, Mitzi Green and
Mary Brian are determined to wind
up on Broadway with their musical,
"Three After Three," which has been
touring so long. Others in the cast
are Jack Whiting, Stepin Fetchit and
Art Jarrett. The date, however, is
still uncertain.
Marc Lachman, who used to be at
Universal, and more recently with the
show, "DuBarry Was a Lady," has
parted company with that play, and
the musical now has a new press
agent.
Add the name of Vincent Sheehan to
those of Ernest Hemingway and
Dorothy Thompson in the niche of
new Broadwav playwrights. Miss
Thompson's
effort, "Another
Sun,"
met
with extreme
critical scorn.
Sheean's play which will shortly go
into rehearsal is "An International Incident," acomedy. Ethel Barrymore
will be starred.
Incidentally, since Elaine Barrie
joined her husband, John Barrymore
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Reelects

Trust

Charges

In Philadelphia Suit
Philadelphia, Feb. 29. — The
Warner Theatre Circuit and the major distributors late yesterday filed an
answer in the U. S. District Court,
denying all allegations to the charges
of the Admiral Theatres in an antitrust suit instituted against them on
Jan.
A 3.separate answer was filed for
Robert Lynch, local Metro exchange
manager, denying that he allegedly reniged in a deal to purchase the Admiral through Frederick Gladdeck, his
son-in-law.
The suit, filed by Rubin Shapiro
and Harub Amusement Corp. operating the Admiral, asks for triple damages of $225,000. No date has been
set for a rehearing.
in the latter's show, the play has not
been doing big.

Denies

Film

Chiefs

Officers

Columbus, O., Feb. 29. — Officers and directors of the I.T.O. of Ohio
were re-elected today at the closing sessions of the annual convention
here. Those renamed follow:
Martin G. Smith, Toledo, president; Frank W. Huss, Cincinnati, and
Robert Menches, Akron, vice presidents; Roy Simons, Washington
Court House, elected treasurer to re- president and approved by the direcplace M. B. Horwitz, Cleveland, who
tors. Also associate memberships will
resigned last year.
be accepted from non-active members.
Re-elected directors : John D. KaMax Rosenberg, president of the
lafax, Cleveland ; Nat B. Charnas, To- Western Pennsylvania Allied, spoke
ledo ; Harold Bernstein, Norwood ;
an open forum discusMax Stearn, Columbus ; Caldwell H. today.sion, During
many members contended that the
Brown, Zanesville ; L. F. Eich, Mar- majors are not living up to their
tins Ferry ; Dwight Jones, Jackson ; sales policy promises and that most
J. W. Trunk, Youngstown ; Joseph companies are forcing shorts and
Stern, Ironton ; Jerome M. Steel, trary.
newsreels despite claims to the conOberlin.
New directors include Charles
The I.T.O. adopted a resolution to
Deckman, Cleveland, and Leo Kissell, inform the major companies that the
Lancaster.
exhibitors disapprove any deviations
The constitution and bylaws were from promised policies.
amended, reducing the size of the
P. J. Wood is scheduled to be renominating committee from IS to the board. appointed secretary of the I.T.O. by
seven members to be appointed by the
Deny

Pick

Film

Deals

on 'Tobacco Road*
"Tobacco Road," Jack Kirkland play which is in its
seventh year on Broadway, is
not for sale to film companies, according to Harry
Oshrin, co-producer of the
play
with denied
Kirkland.
Oshrin
reports that

The 1940 Catholic Charities Drive
will begin on Sunday. The Motion
Picture and Amusement Committee,
of
John J.
O'Connor,
operating
headwhich
of RKO
Theatres,
is chairman,
has been completed. The full personnel of the committee follows :
Jack Alicoate, Film Daily; Nate J.
Blumberg,
Universal
Pictures ;Brandt,
Maj'or
Edward Bowes
; Harry
Brandt Theatres ; Harry Buckley,
United Artists ; Pat Casey ; Max
Cohen, Cinema Circuit ; H. M.
Doherty, Warner Brothers ; Col.
William J. Donovan, Donovan, Leisure, Newton & Lumbard ; Si Fabian,
Fabian Theatres ; John C. Flinn,
Variety; J. R. Grainger, Republic
Pictures ; Al Hovel, Century Circuit ;
W. Ray Johnston, Monogram Pictures ; John Kane, Columbia Pictures;Maurice Kann, Boxoffice; Austin C. Keough, Paramount Pictures ;
Joseph
McConville, Columbia Pictures.
Also Charles B. McDonald, RKO
Theatres ; Willard S. McKay ; Joseph
P. McLaughlin, Paramount Pictures ;
Joseph E. McMahon, Consolidated
Film Industries ; William C. Michel,
20th Century-Fox ; William Morris,
William Morris Agency ; John Murphy, Loew's, Inc. ; Senator William
J. Murray, Hayes Printing Co. ; Leon
Netter, Paramount Theatres ; Dennis
F. O'Brien, O'Brien, Driscoll & Rafterv.

Also, John O'Connell, Republic
Pictures
Charles Candy
L. O'Reilly,
tary;Automatic
Corp. ; SaniJack
Pegler, Lord & Thomas ; P. A.
Powers ; William T. Powers, National
Warners and 20th CenturyTheatres ; Martin Quigley, Quigley
Fox had purchased the play
Publications ; Charles Reagan, Parafor film production. He said
mount Pictures ; Phil Reisman, RKO
that the producers will not
sell the film rights until the
Radio Pictures ; Sam Rinzler, Randplay runs its course, which,
force Amusement Co. ; Herman Robbins,
National Screen Service ; W. F.
he said, "will be in another
Rodgers, Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picyear or another 10 years."
tures ; George J. Schaefer, RKO ;
William A. Scully, Universal ; Gradwell Sears, Warner Brothers; George
Skouras, Skouras Theatres ; Spyros
Wallis, Warner
Talk
Skouras, National Theatres ; W. G.
On Spring Schedule Van Schmus, Radio City Music Hall ;
Hollywood, Feb. 29. — Stories, as- Frank C. Walker, Comerford Theasociate producer and directorial assignments and starting dates for tres. tres, and George Walsh, Netco TheaSpring production will be set at a series of conferences between Hal B.
Wallis, Warner executive producer, Council Reconsiders
and Jack L. Warner, which started
Support of Neely Bill
today
York. upon Wallis' return from New
Louisville,
Ky., Feb.
29. — The Better Films Council
of Louisville
and
Jefferson County today voted to reconsider its earlier action in endorsTheatre Notes
ing the Neely bill, now pending in
the House.

William Saroyan whose "The Time
of Your Life" has kept Eddie Dowling and Julie Haydon busy all season, has a new play soon going into
rehearsal. Jessie Royce Landis has
the principal role.
Broadwav is excited over Dwight
Wiman's production of Rodgers and
Hart's "Higher and Higher," which
is now in rehearsal and will bring
Jack Haley, Marta Eggert and Shirley Ross to the Shubert Theatre on
April 3. This is the piece which was
originally intended for Zorina and
Elton to Reopen Soon
concerns the annual Butler's Ball.
Another exciting piece of news is
The Elton in Brooklyn will reopen
that Alfred Lunt and Lynn Fontanne within four weeks under Brandt superare on their way to town in a new vision.
play, altogether unusual for this time
Brandt Acquires Circle
The play is "Revelation"
year. Sherwood.
of the
by
Robert
Harry Brandt has acquired the
Also that Jimmy Durante, Ray Bol- Circle now being constructed at
ger, Una Merkel and Alexander Utopia Parkway and 16th St., Long
D'Arcy will be in "Louisiana Pur- Island.
chase," a new musical with music by
Irving Berlin.
Brooklyn House Closes
It has been intimated that Joe Cook
The Comet, 600-seat theatre at 856
and Patsy Kelly will be in Leonard
Gates Ave., Brooklyn, has closed.
Sillman's "New Facesr"

The council's action was taken after
Mrs. Harry E. Sibley, president,
heard George N. Hunt, Jr., manager
of
viewsLoew's,
on the present
measure. the opposition's
Date

Garfield

Play

"Heavenly Express," Albert Bein
play which will star John Garfield,
Warner contract player, will open
March 23 in Princeton, N. J., and
will remain on the road. Kermit
Rloomgarden, business manager of the
Group Theatre, producer, plans a
Broadway opening next Fall.
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Motion

Sales
Set
And

Parleys
by

Metro

Warners

Warners are planning a national
sales convention for early in June,
and M-G-M plans to forego a national
convention in favor of regional meetings of district and branch managers
late in March.
Plans of both companies are indefinite at present, and are being held
up" pending future developments.
Gradwell L. Sears, general sales
manager of Warners, is scheduled to
be examined March 11 in the Government anti-trust suit and Harry M.
Warner, president of the company,
will arrive from the Coast late in
March. A definite date for the convention is expected to be arrived at
by that time.
Distribution of "Gone With the
Wind" will have a bearing on the
dates for the M-G-M sales meetings.
William F. Rodgers, general sales
manager of M-G-M, who is expected
from Chicago over the weekend, held
a regional sales meeting in San Francisco early this week.
Those attending were George
Hickey, district manager, and branch
managers from Los Angeles, San
Francisco, Portland, Seattle and Salt
Lake City.

Kuykendall

Picture

Sees

Harmony

Via

Columbus, Miss., Feb. 29. — Ed
Kuykendall, president of the M.P.T.
OA., reiterated today the stand of
his organization in favor of conciliation machinery to settle industry differences.
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Industry
Conciliation

which has opposed everything con
ciliatory, including the proposed trade
practice code, is sincere in its ex
pressed
desiretofor
now." Kuyken
dall referred
the itresolution
adopted

Pre

On

-Trial
Trust

Sought

by

Talk
Facts

U.S.

Fixing of a pre-trial conference
date for attorneys to simplify issues
at the annual meeting of national Al- and to substantially shorten the trial
lied directors in Washington in Jan- of the New York anti-trust suit will
His statement follows the disclosuary which urged the industry to be asked of Federal Judge Goddard
ure that conciliation boards have been
successful in Ontario and Nova adopt an arbitration system.
on March 5 by the Government, a
Scotia.
Kuykendall continued :
notice
served
attorney^jV
majors
stated upon
yesterday.
Va^F the
"The M.P.T.O.A. (will cooperate
Kuykendall
told
Motion
Picture
with all elements of the industry in
Daily :
The application will be made simulan effort to bring about trade practaneously with one by the Govern"The M.P.T.O.A. has long been
tices that are beneficial to all exhibitor interests.
on record as favoring conciliation. It
ment for an order regulating interviews of Government witnesses by
must eventually come about if we are
"Lawsuits and Government prose- the defendants.
cutions and interference will wreck us
to have peace in this industry.
"I hope

that

Europe

the

small minority

to

Let's do something," he said.

Relax

Censorship,

Newsreel

Reports

(Continued from page 1)
of film. As a result, he said :
"Censorship will be less strict in
France, England and Germany, and
there will be fewer hindrances for the
newsreels. I believe that from now
on the newsreels in America will get
better coverage and more footage."
Talley refused to disclose the specific agreements concluded with the
governments pending a conference
which he will have with the editors of
the other four American newsreels
next week. The agreements he made,
he said, are for the newsreels as a
whole.

Talley

appointed British Minister of Information, was entirely sympathetic to
this viewpoint and agreed that news
reel films must be objective, with
"slants" favoring either belligerent
side being avoided.
Audience With Pope XII

Talley had private audiences with
Pope Pius XII at the Vatican and
'Wind' Continuing
Premier Mussolini of Italy. He will
Pace in Milwaukee
inform Sidney R. Kent, president of
20th Century-Fox, of the American
Milwaukee, Feb. 29. — Still leading
companies'
position generally in
Europe.
the parade, "Gone With the Wind"
grossed $21,300 in its fourth week at
Talley crossed the English Channel
Fox's Palace. The Dead End Kids
four
times by air and once on a Britat the Riverside with the film, "My
Transportation Difficulties
ish troop ship. He reports that BonSon Is Guilty" drew $9,000.
Severe censorship and difficulties of ney Powell, Movietone cameraman on
Estimated takings for the week ending Feb. 22 :
getting films out of the belligerent the Finnish front, suffered injuries
countries have been major obstacles while at Lake Ladoga.
"Gone With, the Wind" (M-G-M)
Edmund Reek, general manager of
PALACE— (2,400) (75c-$1.10-$1.65) 7 days. for the newsreels since the start of
4th week. Gross: $21,300. (Average, $4,000) the war last September.
Movietone News ; Tony Muto, Wash"My Sen Is Guilty" (Col.)
ington representative, and A. A.
As one of the results of his conRIVERSIDE— (2,700) (30c-35c-40c) 7 days.
ferences, Movietone News will not be Brown of Talley's staff boarded the
Stage: Dead End Kids. Gross: $9,000.
(Average, $6,500)
obliged to provide the other newsreels ship down the bay to greet their chief.
"Little Old New York" (20th-Fox)
"The Man Who Wouldn't Talk" (20th-Fox) with its films, Talley said. HeretoSTRAND — (1,400) (25c-35c-SOc) 7 days.
fore, the reels which have had repreGross: $1,400. (Average, $1,500)
sentatives in the warring countries
Mexico Notes
"Raffles" (U.A.)
have
been
compelled
by
the
Ministries
"The Invisible Man Returns" (Univ.)
WARNER — (2,400) (25c-35c-50c) 7 days. of Information to provide prints of
Gross: $6,800. (Average, $4,500)
censored material to the others. A
"I Take This Woman" (M-G-M)
definite arrangement will be worked first
Mexico
29. — -Mexico's
sound City,
studio, Feb.
La Nacional
here,
"Young As You Feel" (Z»th-Fox)
WISCONSIN— (3,200) (25c-35c-50c) 7 days. out here, Talley said.
which
has
been
functioning
since 1931,
Gross: $5,600. (Average, $5,500)
Premier Daladier of France ar- has been condemned by the Municipal
ranged for Talley and Russell Muth, Government because it needs the land
Central European director of Movietone News to tour the Western Front. upon which it is situated for a bouleOklahoma
City Gives
vard. The owners have been comTalley saw much action and brought
pensated for the property. The studios
'Wind' Good $5,700 back considerable film which will be
are
to
be
razed next month.
Oklahoma City, Feb. 29. — "Gone incorporated in Movietone releases.
With the Wind" continued its lead in He also brought back about 200 stills
the fourth week at the Tower, taking of Maginot Line action.
Convinced of the advantages of edu$5,700.
What he sought to impress on the
cation, the National Cinematographic
Estimated takings for the week end- Government officials, Talley said, was Workers Union is establishing a gening Feb. 22 :
that the newsreels are interested in
eral and technical school in its headfactual coverage and not propaganda.
quarters here for its members and
"The Fighting 69th" (W.B.)
ther kin.
CRITERION— (1,500) (25c-35c-40c) 7 days.
He
said
Sir
John
Reith,
recently
Gross: $4,800. (Average, $4,500)
"Call A Messenger" (Univ.)
"Tropic Fury" (Univ.)
LIBERTY— (1,200) (15c-20c-25c) 7 days.
Gross: $2,700. (Average, $2,400)
Novels Lead
as Film Material
"Remember the Night" (Para.)
MIDWEST— (1,500) (25c-3Sc-40c) 7 days.
Gross: $4,150. (Average, $4,000)
Hollywood, Feb. 29. — Hollywood appears to be turning more to
"The Hunchback of Notre Dame" (RKO)
the novel as a source of film material. Already released since the
PLAZA — (1,100) (20c-25c-40c) 7 days.
start of 1940, or planned for release during the year, are about 60
Gross: $1,400. (Average, $1,100)
pictures based on novels, from 10 studios.
"The Lone Wolf Strikes" (Col.)
STATE — (1,100) (20c-25c-40c) 7 days.
Heading the list is RKO, with 18, followed by Warners, with 11,
Gross: $2,700. (Average, $3,000)
M-G-M,
nine, and Paramount, eight.
"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
TOWER— (1,000) (75c-$1.12) 7 days, 4th
week. Gross: $5,700. (Average, $1,750)

A comprehensive stipulation covering trade conditions, practices and
statistics in the industry which attorneys for majors will be asked to
sign at the pre-trial conference was
annexed to the notice.
The 49-page stipulation also sets
forth a history of the suit and alleged
general conditions in the motion picture industry at present. The Government contends in the stipulation
that admitted facts on organization
and operations in the trade could be
agreed upon at the conference.
The Government will seek to discuss with the majors a description of
the defendants and their organizations ;
Government to Use
'Almanac' at Trial
The Government yesterday
cited the Motion Picture Almanac as the basis for certain of its statistical charts
which will be presented at
the trial of the anti-trust
suit. Notice was given to
attorneys for the majors that
they will be asked to admit
the accuracy of these figures
at the proposed pre-trial conference.
the history and a description of the
industry ; interstate commerce carried
on in the trade ; the offenses charged
against the majors; and trade practices, the notice stated.
The proposed stipulation calls for
discussion and agreement upon such
statistics as the number of pictures
released by each distributor for some
of the recent seasons and the name
and location of first rn houses of the
five producer-exhibitors in key cities.
Attorneys for the majors will be
asked to specify that the defendants
are engaged in interstate commerce ;
that the majors have under contract
the most valuable stars and technicians ;and that the defendants have
not
competed
with each other in the
same areas.
Admissions will be sought that the
majors have integrated the production,
distribution and exhibition branches of
the industry; that independent exhibitors cannot successfully operate without major product; and that first run
houses require quality pictures.
Pooling agreements between majors
and alleged discrimination in the sale
of product are covered. Long term
franchises among the majors in the
exhibition field and the percentage of
films used in affiliated houses from
major producers are included in the
stipulation's provisions.
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Fight

New
Over

Picture

Films

Open

Trustee

Educational

Creditors of Educational Pictures,
Inc., clashed over the election of a
trustee for the company at a first
meeting held yesterday before Referee
John E. Joyce.
Selection of a trustee, which carries with it control of the liquidation
of Educational, was ■ postponed to
March 5 by Referee Joyce to allow
him time to pass on an objection to a
claim of $964,000 filed by Harry
Fromberg as trustee of Grand National Pictures.
Fromberg, on the strength of his
claim, nominated Sidney Abrams as
trustee. Erpi, Lloyd Wright and the
law firm of Snider, Duke & Landis,
named James A. Davidson, Educational receiver, in opposition, at the
same time applying for an order disin amount. qualifying G.N.'s claim as unliquidated
Proof of claim filed by Fromberg,
which came as a surprise to creditors, was based on a charge that Educational had violated a contract with
G.N. under which it had purchased
1,100,000 shares of G.N. stock in
return for the major share of Educational's assets.
Fromberg contended at the hearing
that the actual assets turned over to
G.N. totalled $46,000 in value. The
claim seeks the difference between
the nominal value of the stock and the
value of the assets transferred to G.N.,
it was stated.
A hearing on G.N. bankruptcy proceedings also was held yesterday before Referee Peter B. Olney, Jr.,
when the attorney for the G.N. trustee questioned Harold Saxe, George
Blake, Edmund V. Halley and Sidney
Abrams on loans made to the company.

Strongly

New films along Broadway opened strong this week despite several
days of bad weather.
"The Story of Dr. Ehrlich's Magic Bullet," with Tommy Tucker's
band on the stage got off to a good start with an estimated $49,000
for its first week. It is held over and may go three weeks.
At the Music Hall, "Abe Lincoln in Illinois," with stage show, drew
an estimated $82,000 and is also remaining. The opening day of
"Seventeen" at the Paramount, with Glenn Miller's band on the stage,
grossed an estimated $8,500.
"The Blue Bird" starts a popular price run at the Roxy today. "Of
Mice
Men," plus a stage show, drew an estimated $33,000 in its
secondand
week.
"Castle on the Hudson" opens tomorrow at the Globe. "The Marines
Fly High" is due at the Rialto on Monday. "It's a Date" is scheduled to follow "Grapes of Wrath" at the Rialto late this month while
"Three Cheers for the Irish" is booked for the Strand for either
March 8 or 15.
After an 11 and a half week run for "Gone With the Wind" at the
Capitol, "Northwest Passage" bows next Thursday.

Academy
Robert

Honors

Donat,

'Wind,

Vivien

9

Leigh

(Continued from page 1)
Warners Produce
the crowd was a working press of
more than 60 writers who covered the
Subject on Awards
event for trade papers, dailies and
Hollywood, Feb. 29.— Warsyndicates.
ners ar.e making a two-reel
film on the Academy Awards,
There was no broadcasting of the
under a contract closed beevent and radio stations were not pertween Jack Warner and Acadmitted to announce the Academy winners until 11 P. M. Newsreels agreed
emy representatives. The
Academy will receive $30,000,
not to shoot the event, relinquishing
and Gordon Hollingshead,
exclusive rights to Warner Bros,
head of the Warner shorts
which is producing a short on Acaddepartment,
is producer.
emy winners, present and past.
The film, under the directoWalter Wanger presided at the
rial supervision of Frank
dinner, being introduced by Frank
Capra, aided by Carey Wilson
Capra, whom he succeeded as presiand Jack Chertok, is from a
dent of the Academy. Wanger said,
script by Owen Crump. Acadin part:
emy winners since the first in
"There is no better medium than
1928,
will be presented, in admotion pictures to spread what we
Britain to Drop New
dition to tonight's Awards
proudly call 'the American Way.' Do
banquet.
not
forget
that
America
has
no
comRules for Industry
parable representative and moreover
(Continued from page 1)
should be proud of the manner in
decision on the quota situation, the
which you have represented this times since inception of the academy,
interim period will find either the rewas given.
tention of the present quota or some democracy."
Winners of various achievement
Winners of special awards other
sort of retroactive legislation. The
awards
follow :
Thalberg trophy are as fol:
latter would take care of unfilled quo- than lowsthe
George Anderson of Warners for improved
tas as a result of the virtual cessapositive head for sun arcs.
Commemorative trophy for Doug- crane.
John Arnold of MGM for mobile camera
tion of British production because of
las
Fairbanks,
Sr.,
first
president
of
the war.
Thomas T. Moulton, Fred Albin and sound
It is believed that the latter method the Academy, awarded . to his fam- department of Goldwyn Studios for originaily. The statuette was accepted by
and application of Delta decibel test to
is the more likely, especially in view Douglas Fairbanks, Jr.
soundtionrecording.
of the recent Films Council decision
Statuette to Technicolor Co. for
Emery Huse and Ralph B. Atkinson of
Eastman Kodak for their specifications for
that only films fulfilling the stipulabringing
three-color
feature
producchemical
analysis of photographic developers
tions of the present quota could be
tions to the screen.
and fixing baths.
financed by the proposed Film Credit
Fairciot Edouart, Joseph E. Robbins, WilPlaques to the following for their
Bank.
liam Rudolph and Paramount for design and
services to the Motion Picture Relief construction
of quiet portable treadmill.
Fund: Jean Hersholt, president of the
Harold Nye
of
Warners for miniature incandescent
spot lamp.
Fund ; Ralph Morgan, chairman of the
A.
J.
Tondreau
of Warners for design and
executive
committee
;
Ralph
Block,
Swing in Church
manufacture of improved sound track
first
vice
president,
and
Conrad
Youngstown, O., Feb. 29. —
In omnibus citation for contributions in
Nagel, who presides at the Gulf Oil printer.
The solemn silence of the
Co.
Sunday
radio
show
which
benefits
cooperative
_ development of new improved
congregation listening to the
process
projection equipment, the following
the Fund.
were named:
pastor's sermon at downtown
Miniature trophy to Judy Garland,
F. R. Abbott, Haller Belt, Alan Cook and
Trinity Methodist Church
judged
as the most outstanding screen Bausch and Lomb Optical Co. for faster
was rudely shattered when
projection
Mitchell' head.
Camera Co. for new type process
juvenile.
the church's electric organ
Trophy
to
William
C.
Menzies
for
head.
projection
suddenly began emitting
his contribution in the use of color to
Mole-Richardson Co. for new type autoswing music.
matically controlled projection arc lamp.
enhance the dramatic mood in "Gone
Investigation developed that
Charles Handley, David Joy and National
Carbon
Co.
for improved and more stable
the instrument had picked up
With the Wind."
Eighteen individuals and eight cor- high intensity carbons.
the music from Station
Winton Hoch and Technicolor Motion Picporations were honored for technical
ture Corp. for auxiliary optical system.
WFMJ, whose antenna is loand
scientific
achievements.
No
major
Don Musgrave and Selznick International
cated near the church.
award calling for a gold statuette, for pioneering in use of coordinated equipwhich has been bestowed only five
ment in "Gone With the Wind."

Open20th-Fox
Sales
District
Parley

Today

Annual conference of district sales
managers of 20th Century-Fox begins
today at the Park Central Hotel, with
Herman Wobber, general manager of
distribution, presiding.

The company's sales policy- for the
1940-'41 season will be di^ : 'ed at
the two-day meeting. Pt^ninary
plans will be set for the annual sales
convention, which will be held at the
Congress Hotel in Chicago early in |
Among those who will attend the
April.
meetings are the following : District
Managers Tom H. Bailey of Boston,
Edgar Moss of Philadelphia, George
A. Roberts of Cleveland, J. P.
O'Loghlin of Canada, M. A. Levy of
Minneapolis, Harry G. Ballance of
Atlanta, and Ward E. Scott of Kansas City; Branch Managers Harry H.
Buxbaum of New York, Clyde W.
Eckhardt of Chicago, Lester Sturm
of Detroit, George Landis of Indianand Jack Sales
Lorentz
of Milwaukee andapolis,
Branch
Manager
Joseph
J. Lee of New York.
The home office delegation will include Overseas Sales Manager Walter
J. Hutchinson, Division Sales Managers W. J. Kupper, W. C. Gehring
and William Susman ; Charles E. McCarthy, director of advertising and
publicity ; William J. Clark, short subject sales manager; Jack Bloom, contract department manager ; Martin J.
Moskowitz, Jack Sichelman, Roger
Ferri, editor of the Dynamo; C. A.
Hill, E. H. Collins, Ted Shaw, Irving
Maas, Leslie Whelan, Harvey Day
and others.
Use

Films

to Better

Georgia's Farming
Dalton, Ga., Feb. 29. — Education
of farmers through the use of motion
pictures and exhibits is being tried out
in 13 northern Georgia counties. The
novel means to improve farming practices attracted some 30,000 spectators
in Whitfield County alone last year
after it had been introduced by B. M.
Drake, Whitfield agent.
This widespread interest and similar results in Walker and Catoosa
Counties prompted the extension service to provide better equipment, more
films and put Drake in charge of the
expanded project which will include
these three counties, plus Union,
Dade, Gordon, Chattooga, Floyd.
Murray, Towns, Fannin, Rabun and
Gilmer.
Wellman

Only

11

Hollywood, Feb.
29.-—William
Producer-Director
A.
Wellman today celebrated his
eleventh birthday by attending ner.
the Academy
dinWellman wasAwards
born Feb.
29, 1896, and, being a "leap
year
baby,"every
gets four
a birthday
only once
years.
Ill since he finished "The
Light That Failed" Wellman
has been resting while awaiting the start of his next Paramount picture, "The City
That Never Sleeps."
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By Television
(Continued from page 1)
modulation. These hearings
For
Theatres
Exhibit
at Fair quency
start on March 18.
In declining to establish the standards for telecasting at 441 lines, the
By EDWARD GREIF
A residue of $70,000 remaining F.C.C. declared that the "evidence
from the Motion Pictures Greatest before the Commission reveals a subMadison Square Garden Corp. is
Year campaign of last year has been
stantial possibility that the art may be permitting the telecasting of its major
suggested by industry executives as a on the threshold of significant ad- sporting events on an experimental
nucleus for a fund to be used for a
basis, aiming at the eventual use of
motion picture industry exhibit at the
Two classes of television stations country.
the telecasts in the theatres of the
vantage."
created. Class One stations will
World's Fair, which will reopen May are
1 for a second year.
be purely experimental and may be
John Reed Kilpatrick, president of
However, executives of film com- assigned more than one channel. Class Madison Square Garden Corp., who
panies which participated in the cam- Two stations will be permitted to has opened the Garden to NBC for
paign have been advised that the produce programs and will operate the television experimentation, sees the
money remaining will be returned to on one channel only.
possibility that the regularly televised
the participants in the ratio to which
sporting events may eventually rethey contributed.
Television Officials in N. Y.
place the double feature in many situHarvey D. Gibson, chairman of the Hail F.C.C. Decision
ations. At the same time the teleTelevision officials in New York
board of New York World's Fair
casts are expected to increase interest
Corp., has presented a plan to the
in the sports.
Hays office whereby the major film late yesterday enthusiastically reThe executive made it clear that he
ceived the news of the "go ahead"
companies would sponsor an exhibit
has
invited NBC to experiment with
signal
from
the
Federal
Communicaat the Fair this year. A committee
tions Commission.
a
view
to having neighborhood theconsisting of five of the companies has
atres licensed to exhibit the television
Officials, however, preferred not to
been formed to study the suggestions be quoted on the matter until they shows. As soon as television sets
and report to the Hays office.
had studied the full text of the deci- are sold in large numbers, the persion.
mission will be withdrawn, he said.
It was recalled that RCA had reInstead of permitting a general
Rites for Finestone
cently declared that it would build telecast at such time, Kilpatrick will
Funeral services are to be held at relay stations for a television network insist that his shows be sent out by
2 P. M. today at the Riverside Memo- in the East if limited commercializa- wire or by means of a device which
tion were granted by F.C.C.
rial Chapel for David Finestone, 55,
theatrical man associated with the
Officials of the Allen B. Dumont "scrambles" the signal with special receivers in theatres
Shuberts for the past 35 years, who Laboratories, who fought the fixing them. Kilpatrick
is oftothe"unscramble"
opinion that
died on Wednesday. Burial follows of standards at 441 lines, commented theatres could build up a steady audiat the Fairview Cemetery, New Jer- on the F.C.C. order as follows :
ence for regular hockey games, basketsey. Among the survivors is a daugh"It is a fine thing for television not
ball, track meets and similar events.
to
have
any
standards
established
until
ter, Emily Maud Finestone, a secreIn the case of championship boxing
tary at the film booking department the art is more fully defined and until bouts, higher admission prices could
of Warner Theatres.
be charged by exhibitors, Kilpatrick
commercialization is possible."
believes, and he expects that this will
result in revenue for the Garden, theatres and the television station.
At present, the Garden permits telecasting of many of its events. The
program for next week has an amateur
W
Of
,
hockey game
Sunday,
the "Goldena
Gloves"
boxingonbouts
on Wednesday,
professional hockey game on Thursday and the Knights of Columbus
track meet on Saturday. Since the
start of the General Electric station
Suggested by stories by
in Schenectady several weeks ago, the
SAX
ROHMER
with
NBC programs are being re-telecast
for the up- State area, making these
HENRY BRANDON WILLIAM R0YLE
sporting events available over an area
of 150 miles in New York State.
ROBERT KELLAR0 • GLORIA FRANKLIN
RCA has developed a large screen
receiver suitable for use in theatres
and has already demonstrated it for
the Federal Communications Commission, with a public demonstration
expected shortly.
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Daily

Brevities

CBSthreehasof obtained
sponsornews
for
its daily a evening
roundups from the important news
centers of the world. Sinclair Oil
Refining Co. will sponsor the period
on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, beginning April 3, over 72 CBS
stations.
show are
E^'iard
R. Heard
MurrowonandtheEarland
Echli(
_*>m
London ; William L. Shirer an^Kussell Hill, Berlin; Cecil Brown, Rome;
Eric Sevaried and Thomas Grandin,
Paris ; Larry LeSeur, with the Royal
Air Forces in France ; Marvin Breckenridge, Amsterdam ; Edwin Hartrich,
Helsinki ; Frank Stevens, Bucharest ;
W. R. Wells, Tokio; Albert Warner,
Washington ; and Elmer Davis and
Bob Trout, New York.
Personalities in the News
Secretary of Agriculture Wallace
and Postmaster General Farley will
join President Roosevelt in a radio
message to farmer groups over the
networks next Friday. . . . Myrtle
Vail, of "Myrt & Marge" has flown
dowiv to Florida for a six-day voxa~
tion. . . . Gene Autry will be guest
of Al Pearce over CBS n<ext Wednesday at 8 P. M.
Artie Shaw is reported to have
been offered a new radio spot by a
soft drink sponsor. . . . Rudy Vallee, who will be unable to attend
the coming convention of the National Dairy Products because of
commitments in Hollywood, is makinging.a short
film for use at the meet.. .
Benay Venuta ends two years as
conductor of a variety show over
Mutual on Sunday with her final
program featuring Sigmund Spaeth.
Miss Venuta is now devoting all her
time to the George Jessel show. . . .
nesday.
Joseph Stopak, NBC orchestra leader, became the father of twins WedTelecast
"Kingdiscussed
of Kings"
One
of theof most
films
of the silent era, Cecil B. DeMille's
"The King of Kings," will be presented on television on Easter
Day. NBC has purchased the right
to telecast the film from Cinema
Corp. of America. A sound score
has been added.

Program News
Andrew Jergen-s Co. has renewed the
"Hollywood Playhouse," effective
April 3 over 60 NBC-Red stations.
The show will continue to feature
Hearing on Revoked
Charles Boyer with different guest
Licenses Set by FCC artists each week. . . . Edgar Bergen brings his Chase & Sanborn
Washington, Feb. 29. — The Federal Communications Commission to- show to New York for the March
day assigned Commissioner Payne to 17, 24 and 31 programs.
hold hearings in Texas at Austin and
Dallas from March 5 to 14 on its
Pickpocket's Kindness
recent order revoking the licenses of
The pickpocket who stole Milton
six broadcasting stations. The licenses Cross's wallet Wednesday took the
were revoked for misrepresentations NBC announcer at his word, keeping
alleged to have been made in their ap- the cash and returning the rest of the
contents.
plications.
After Cross became aware of his
loss, he appealed to the light-fingered
gentleman to return a prized crayon
Acquires French Film
French Cinema Center, Inc., has portrait of Cross's daughter, Lillian
closed a deal with Variety Film Dis- Gale, who died at the age of eight
tributors for exclusive distribution in in 1935. Yesterday, postal authorities notified Cross that his wallet had
the United States of the French film,
Raimu.
"Heroes
of the Marne," starring been found in a letter box. Contents
were intact — minus the cash!
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American film companies' distribution in Latin America has no expectation
of
a
business
increase
because
\Wage Parley Considered
Development of the television audience — the newest component of the
of commercial stringencies attributed amusement field — will be launched immediately by the television industry,
Likely This Week
to the European war and because of which is prepared to spend millions of dollars on an advertising and
given to native prod- sales promotion campaign.
Hollywood, March 3. — Resumption moreuct inplaytime
some localities.
of discussions between studio labor
Having been formally given the ^Communications
"go ahead" signalCommission,
by the Federal
This opinion was expressed Friunions and the producers over the 10
teleday by Joseph S. Hummel, Warners
per cent wage increase controversy is
vision
manufacturers
are
eager
to
degeneral foreign sales manager, folexpected this week.
velop
this
new
lusty
infant
of
theirs
lowing
his
return
to
New
York
from
Officers of studio unions, including
$30,000,000
by Fox
so that commercialized programs will
10 I.A.T.S.E. locals, as the result a fouricanmonths'
survey
of Latin Amerbe inaugurated Sept. 1, the date set
distribution
conditions.
of informal meetings have definitely
Set for 52 Features by the F.C.C.
Hummel explained that while Amerestablished two basic points for further
RCA will launch an approximately
ican films lead in the Latin Ameridiscussions, it was learned.
can market, it is foolhardy to suppose
$1,000,000 sales promotion drive to
market its television receivers in the
They are "that rescinding of the 10 that American companies can recoup
Budget of 20th Century-Fox for end.
per cent wage increases obtained by
losses there. Ameri- 1940-'41 will be in excess of $30,000,- metropolitan and up-state New York
the Conference of American Federa- theircanEuropean
business in Latin America has not
tion of Labor Studio Unions last Fall
000 for 52 features and 52 one-reel areas, it was learned over the weekenjoying a large war-inspired shorts, said Herman Wobber, general
will not be considered unless produc- been
ers submit radically new proof of impetus as commonly believed, he distribution manager, at the concluSets Can Be Easily Altered
conferfinancial loss suffered through the Eu- added.
managers'
district
a
sion
of
No
direct comment on the F.C.C.
Hummel said that action pictures
ence here Friday night.
ropean conflict.
are the biggest grossers in Latin
This amount is larger than the decision of last Thursday could be
"In addition producers must estab- America, and that Warner films,
it was learned authoritalish conclusively that important econ- geared to action, are therefore doing budget for the same number of pic- obtained,tivelybut
that RCA regards the ruling
tures being released during the presomies have been effected in higher salent season. Three or four features as approval of its efforts thus far
ary brackets before wage earners will well. The company's distribution is
improving in that territory, he added. next season will be in color.
consider a cut.
and the provision for limited commercialization issufficient to warrant exPictures produced in Latin AmeriWobber, who presided at the two"Complete airing of long-standing
penditures for developing a television
can countries have created new audi- day meeting at the Park Central
demands for an adjustment of many
ences for films because of the fact Hotel, said it was devoted chiefly to a audience. An official announcement
problems of various crafts must be
will be forthcoming early this week,
that the native language is preferred
had, and satisfactory negotiations to
review of the present season's selling it was said.
dubbed
subtitles,
Hummel
declared.
and
product.
must be completed to clear up many
Although a trifle disappointed by the
The annual sales convention will
new aspects of hours and working Argentine pictures obtain 60 per cent
refusal of the Commission to set 441
be
held
some
time
during
the
first
of
the
playtime
in
the
Argentine
inconditions embodied in the existing
terior, and revenue from such prod- two weeks in April in Chicago. Rep- lines with 30 frames per second as
agreements."
uct in other countries also is conresentatives from foreign territories a temporary standard, it was pointed
out that receivers sold now could be
siderable, he said.
may attend.
But,
he
continued,
native
production
"Grapes of Wrath" this week will adjusted with a small expense if the
RKO
Signs Interest
still is in an experimental stage, and be playing in 300 theatres throughout F.C.C. altered the standards in the fuIn Mayflower Corp. films produced domestically are being the country, said Wobber. All en- ture.
First on the sales program is a slash
by audiences to American
London, March 3. — RKO Radio compared (Continued
gagements will be single bills and
on page 7)
most of them call for extended runs.
of about 35 per cent in set costs, in
has acquired an associate interest in
accordance with a successful test made
Mayflower Pictures Corp., Ltd., of
(Continued on page 7)
which Erich Pommer and Charles
Laughton are the chief owners.
Maxwell Setton, assistant to PomAction Due Thursday
mer, sailed yesterday for New York
Ascap
Assails
Smearing
for conferences with Pommer, LaughOn Fair Film Exhibit
ton and Budd Rogers, New York
Presidents of the major companies
representative of Mayflower, on rething to composers for the use of have been invited to be present at the
Ascap, representing musical comsumption ofproduction at the English
studio.
posers, authors and publishers, over music during the past three years.
Hays office Thursday to receive a report from a special committee headed
"The fight between Ascap and a
Pommer and Laughton are in Holly- the week-end denounced antagonistic
few
broadcasters
had
its
roots
in
an
wood fulfilling individual and personal maneuvers of broadcasters and conby L. E. Thompson of RKO regardissue which has already been successcommitments with RKO under a proing the industry's participation in the
fully litigated all the way to the U. S. 1941 World's Fair, which opens
demned the "smearing campaign" beducing and acting deal recently set.
1.
Buck.ing waged against its president, Gene Supreme Court with complete vindica- May
The special committee conferred at
tion
for
Ascap's
claims
at
every
step,"
Theatres Reopened
the Hays office Friday and discussed
Extradition proceedings against Buck a resolution adopted at a special meet- various plans that have been presented.
ing
on
Saturday
declared.
After Strike in Cuba were dismissed in Phoenix, Friday,
One of the ideas is for a theatre at
Referring to agreement with broad- which new product would be screened.
Havana, March 3. — Cuban film when Gov. Ayers of Montana refused
casters, an Ascap spokesman asserted :
houses, forced to close Thursday be- to sign an extradition warrant. The
Stanton Griffis, chairman of the ex"The existing agreement expires at
arrest
took
place
Feb.
22
on
a
charge
ecutive committee of Paramount, and
cause of a shortage of inspected films
the, end of this year, and with a view
due to a strike of inspectors, reopened of attempted extortion by A. J. Mosby, to intimidating and terrorizing the Harvey D. Gibson, chairman of the
Friday when police intervened. In- president and operator of KGVO, Society, the broadcasters have in- board of the World's Fair, have urged
Missoula.
spectors staged a slow-down "strike
augurated acampaign of anti-Ascap industry participation in the Fair this
Ascap asserted that no commercial legistlatioh in the several states and year. Gibson is on the board of Parwhen distributors refused to grant
wage increases.
amount Pictures.
(Continued on page 7)
enterprise in Montana had paid any-
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HUMMEL, Warner for- OSCAR A. DOOB, advertising
eign sales manager, arrived, in
ity director for Loew's
and public
returns from a Coast vacaNew York Friday after a four-month Theatrtiones,
today.
trip to Central and South America,
•
during which time he visited all of the
Cy Barrett, Wiarner Theatres discompany's branch offices in that territory.
trict manager at New Haven, is re•
cuperating from pneumonia at the
• .
Tony Muto, Movietone News rep- New Haven Hospital
resentative, has returned to his WashWilliam F. Rodgers, general sales
ington headquarters after conferring
with Truman H. Talley, vice-presi- manager of M-G-M, returns to his
dent, who arrived last week from desk today after a• trip to the studio.
abroad.
•
Langdon C. Wingham, San FranE. C. Cahill, division manager for
cisco branch manager for M-G-M, today observes his birthday.
RCA Photophone; Ralph Austrian,
executive at the company's New York
chief enoffice", and Max C. Batsel,
Jack KiRSCH, president of Allied of
d on business. Illinois, is due back in Chicago this
gineer, are in Hollywoo
•
week from Miami •Beach.
William Grady, head of the MG-M talent department, is in JacksonJ. Robert Rubin, vice-president and
ville, Fla., on a talent hunt for a boy
Loew's, Inc., obgeneral
lead for the picturization of the novel,
abirthdayfor•today.
servescounsel
"The Yearling."
•
Miriam Hopkins returned to the
Paul Binstock, former manager Coast over the weekend after a threeof the Warner Lyric in Hartford, week vacation here.
Conn., and Quigley Award winner,
has joined Premium Promotion SynLee Kugel of the United Artists
dicate.
•
home office is in Providence on exploitation work.
Tom Jefferson of the Paramount
home office is in Providence .handling
Rube Jackter, assistant sales manaexploitation with Edward L. Reed,
ger of Columbia, has left for a Miami
manager of the Strand.
vacation.
•
Edward M. Saunders and Thomas
Max Roth, formerly district manaJ. Connors. M-G-M division managers, are due back in a week from town. ger for Republic in Chicago, is in
Florida.
•
•
Mary Martin has returned to the
Joe Weber is expected to leave MiParamount studio from New York. I ami for California, next week.

JOSEPH
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RKO

Claims

Filed

Its Still Illegal
Raleigh, N. C, March 3.—
Two years ago, the state attorney general's
that theatre
Bank office
Night ruled
was
illegal.
Since that time, Assistant
Attorney General T. Wade
Bruton said, requests for
opinions on the legality of
certain variations of Bank
Night have been received on
an average of one every two
weeks. The opinion has not
changed.

By

Stirn

Attorneys

Applications for allowances and disbursements in the RKO reorganization proceedings totalling $97,786
were filed in U. S. District Court
Friday by Ernest W. Stirn and five
attorneys who represented Stirn.
No application has been filed by
John S. Stover, New York attorney,
who represented Stirn in his attempted
appeal to the Supreme Court from an
order confirming the plan of reorgsj^
zation. Stirn, a holder of 1,1W
shares of Class "A" RKO stock, in
his application, alleges that he was
instrumental in reducing a claim of
Three Majors File
Rockefeller Center, Inc.
Trust Replies Today
Attorneys of Stirn who filed applications are H. William Ihrig, MilAnswers to the Government's interwaukee, $4,122, Arthur M. Gleason,
rogatories inthe New York anti-trust
suit are expected to be filed today by Utica, $7,418, Saltiel & Saltiel, ChiParamount, Columbia and Universal.
cago, $21,025, Harry J. Allen, Milwaukee, $4,503, and Lines, Spooner
Complete answers to the Govern- & Quarles, Milwaukee, 10,718.
ment's 59 interrogatories, for the most
part confidential, were filed Friday
by Twentieth Century-Fox, M-G-M, 30 Warner Houses
RKO and Warner Bros.
Suspend Giveaways
The Government's replies to the
Philadelphia,
March 3. — Warner
majors' interrogatories will be filed
tomorrow. They run over 200 pages Bros, failed to renew its contract yesin length. These answers, including
terday with premium companies that
a list of Government witnesses, have have been supplying giveaways for
reached New York, but will not be forty neighborhood houses.
Independent deals will be made for
disclosed until the Government applies to Judge Goddard tomorrow for only a dozen of the houses to conan order regulating investigation of
tinue giveaways with most of the
these witnesses by the defendants.
other
theatres
continuing double feaExamination of Ned E. Depinet,
tures or instituting the double policy.
RKO's vice-president in charge of disIn thirty theatres where double featribution, will be conducted today by
tures have been played the past year
Special Assistant Attorney General as a regular policy or occasionally
Robert L. Wright. Barney Balaban, Warners have found greater profit in
president of Paramount, will testify double features over giveaways.
tomorrow.
Wall
Previewing
'My Son*
On Coast Tomorrow
Hollywood, March 3. — A preview
of the Edward Small-United Artists
film,
"My Son,
My Son!"
will Theatre.
be held
Tuesday
at the
Chinese
There will be a simultaneous showing
at the Music Hall in New York.
Among those who are scheduled to
attend the screening here are : Maurice
Silverstone, Charles Schwartz, Gov.
Culbert Olson of California, Mayor
Fletcher Bowron, Hal Roach, Harry
M. Warner, Hal Wallis, Walter
Wanger, Joan Bennett, David O. Selznick, Richard A. Rowland, Madeleine
Carroll, Louis Hayward, Charles
Vidor, Charles Chaplin, Eddie Cantor,
Dr. A. H. Giannini, Henry Ginsberg,
Samuel Goldwyn, Arthur Hornblow,
Jr., Vivien Leigh, Sol Lesser and
others.
Kreisler, 'U' Drive
Winner, on Coast
Hollywood, March 3. — As winner
of the recent "Exhibitor-Sponsored
Testimonial to New Universal" drive,
B. Bernard Kreisler, head of Universal^ Washington exchange, arrived by
American Airlines yesterday for a
two-week stay as guest of the studio.
Matthew Fox, Universal vice-president, and Deanna Durbin met Kreisler
at the Burbank airport.
Bland Johaneson III
Bland Johaneson, film critic on the
Daily Mirror, is ill at home. She has
been under the doctor's care since the
first of the year. Lee Mortimer is
pinch-hitting for her.

Crashes,

Two

Kills

on Theatre

Job

Buffalo, N. Y., March 3. — Two
men were killed and two others hurt
in Canandaigua Friday when a brick
wall in a building being reconstructed
for a theatre fell on them. The dead :
Theodore Metildi, 40, and Samuel
Aliamo, 31, both of Rochester. The
building was being remodeled for a
theatre for Schine Enterprises.
Frank

Murphy

Dead

Hollywood, March 3. — Frank Murphy, 55, head studio electrician for
Warners for 15 years, is dead. Murphy played a leading role in the deearly days. velopment of sound equipment in its
MOTION
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Will
Ascap

Assails

Smearing

Tips

on

BuildAudience
For

Television

(Continued from page 1)
Meetings of dealers will
year.
last
be called in an effort to stimulate their
interest. Larger discounts will be al-^ed to encourage sales further. An
advertising campaign in newspapers
and perhaps over the air will give
impetus to the drive.
The present programs over W2XBS
will be augmented by the addition of
telecasts of popular radio programs.
Two such programs, Lowell Thomas'
news broadcasts and "Art for Your
are now carried, but others
Sake,"
be added.
will
Development of the portable camera
units will permit the telecasting of
such shows as "Information, Please,"
Fred Allen's "Town Hall, Tonight"
the NBC Symphony broadcasts and
similar topnotch shows.
Unless set sales are substantially
increased this Spring and Summer
the provision for limited commercialization on Sept. 1 will mean very
little as sponsors could hardly be
obtained with the present limited audience of about 2,000 sets.
The Allen B. DuMont Laboratories,
another large distributor of sets here,
will also push set sales, it was said
Saturday. Allen B. DuMont, head
of the company, declared that "the
Commission has made it possible for
receivers to be designed and sold
which will be sufficiently flexible to
be used 20 and 30 years from now,
rather than becoming obsolete."
The DuMont receiver features a
device which makes it a simple process to switch from 441 lines to 625
or 881.
DuMont declared that the refusal
to fix standards will permit investigation of methods of using frequency
channels to eliminate overcrowding.
"It has
also made to possible
adaptation of television
the uses the
of the
theatre and all other arts where instanhe added. taneous pictures will be valuable,"

(Continued from page 1)
the vilification by public statements
and by such acts as the unwarranted
arrest of Mr. Buck."
Ascap charged that the National Association of Broadcasters persuaded
the Government to bring an anti-trust
suit against the Society in 1935, but
that the suit was adjourned without
verdict at the request of the Government shortly after the opening of the
trial.
Later, Ascap continued, the N.A.B.
attempted to have the copyright laws
amended to provide for the free use
of music by broadcasters and had a
bill introduced which would give jurisdiction to the F.C.C. when broadcasters were dissatisfied with the amount
of royalties sought for music.
Anti-Ascap legislation was introduced in 30 states. Washington, Montana and Florida enacted such laws
but legislation is pending to test their
constitutionality, and similar laws in
Nebraska and Tennessee have already
been declared unconstitutional, a
spokesman declared.
He asserted that there are radios
in 40,000,000 homes
and 8,000,000
and reported he was "exceedingly impressed" with the setup of the coast
transmitter, which in its nine years of
operation has presented over 6,000
program hours in its more than 2,500
telecasts.
Lee executives are pushing work on
completion of a new station atop of
Mount Lee, some 1,700 feet high, with
preliminary floor plans now being
drawn.
The F.C.C. order is seen as meaning
only a sufficient payment by sponsors
to cover the cost of the program, and
as probably serving to bring Intra-4
A's dispute
to television jurisdiction into the as
open.

At present both S.A.G. and Equity
claim jurisdiction with the Radio
Artists Guild also putting in a claim.
W6XAO officials expressed a desire
to "ease into" the new field of sponsored programs so as not to disrupt
existing advertising forms such as
radio.
The announcement has already
brought a flood of inquiries from
Coast Station Goes
agents, actors, etc., as to terms and
Full Speed Ahead
of the new setup. It is adHollywood, March 3. — The only conditions ditionally
seen as a great stimulus to
television transmitter west of Kansas
the sale of sets locally.
City, Hollywood's W6XAO, operated
by Thomas Lee, went ahead full speed
following word that the F.C.C. has Canada Doubts Early
adopted rules permitting limited com- Television in Provinces
mercial operation of television.
Montreal, March 3. — Despite the
Officials of the station indicated action of the F.C.C. granting limited
they would seek a Class 2 license. commercialization of television, auUnder the F.C.C. ruling, two classes
thorities here do not believe that Canada will have commercial television
are set up, the first for conducting experimental research on several chan- for some years to come.
nels;second, for commercial program
Sparse population, war-time econstations, which have an assigned chanomy and the small range of the signal because of the terrain were cited
nel, as W6XAO already does.
Harry R. Lubcke, the transmitter's as reasons.
director, pointed out in the report
Technical development is suffimade to F.C.C. recently that limited
ciently far advanced to permit immediate establishment of stations, E.
sponsorship must be ultimately expected, as reported in Motion Picture C. Grimley, president of RCA-VicDaily of Dec. 29. That report stated tor Corp. of Canada declared, but
that low quality sponsorship (commer- economic difficulties still have to be
cial announcements made between overcome.
play-offs of phonograph records)
A $250,000 investment to obtain a
would be impossible through increased transmitter, camera and other equipment and a license from the Canadian
cost of programs and equipment.
Bernard Linden, F.C.C. district in- Broadcasting Corp. for a band 6,000
spector, currently here, sent in a re- k.c. wide are all that are required,
port to Washington two weeks ago, he said.

automobiles. "In 1939, the broadcast- Exploitation
ers sold to advertisers, under the free
franchise granted them by the Gov- Marriage Broker Stunt
ernment for the use of the air, more
Plugs
'Manywon
Husbands'
Columbia
wide local and synthan $171,000,000 worth of time. Mandicated
newspaper
coverage on a stunt
ufacturers ofreceiving equipment sold
by Al Sherman and Jose
to the American public some $500,- devised
Schorr of the publicity department for
000,000 worth of merchandise and several million dollars worth of radio "Too Many Husbands." A leading
marriage broker of the city was the
station equipment was sold to broadcasters.
subject of an arranged press inter"Music constitutes some 70 per cent
during husbands'
which he available
said "there
of the material used in commercial are 'tooview,
many
and
time on the air, and it has always not enough girls to go around."
been conceded by broadcasters that Music Broadcast
music is the most important raw maPlugs King Visit Film
on their
program."that radio has
He terial
also
contended
Hamilton, Ont, March 3. — For a
depreciated the sale of sheet music by showing of the film of the visit of the
90 per cent and of phonograph records King and Queen to Canada and the
by 93 per cent, and composers were U. S., Len Bishop, manager of the
Capitol, Hamilton, spotted an amplifier
earnings.
entitled to "a fair share" of radio's under
the front marquee, to broadcast
patriotic music from a talking machine.
_ "Out of $171,000,000 paid by adver- The records were entirely of British
tisers in 1939 for 'time on the air,'
approximately $4,000,000 was paid in and Canadian war songs, old and new.
royalties to Ascap members and affili- 'Pinocchio' Figures
ates comprising more than 45,000 inDraw 6th Ave. Crowds
dividuals in 21 different countries."

Hays Board to Act
On U.A. Resignation
Hays office board of directors will act March 25 on
the resignation submitted by
United Artists six months
ago. The resignation has not
been withdrawn. While U.A.
declared it to be effective
March 1, it must be officially
accepted by the Hays office
directors. Producer members
of U.A. continue as members
of the Hays office, however.
Latin

America

Film

Market Called Weak
(Continued from page 1)
and other imported films, and unless
quality is maintained the native pictures will lose drawing power.
Warners, he said, have no plans to
produce or distribute Latin American
films. Whether the company will
build theatres in Rio de Janeiro and
Buenos Aires, as has been reported as
a possibility, depends, he said, on
whether the company obtains adequate
distribution.
The only new restriction in Latin
America is a censorship tax levied
by Brazil, which, said Hummel, will
be very expensive to the American
film companies. Currency export from
the Argentine is expected to be liquid
soon, he said. This has been a problem due to protracted negotiations
with the Argentine Government over
the imposition of an income tax.
Hummel during his trip covered
Brazil, Argentine, Chile, Peru, Colombia, Ecuador, Panama, Venezuela,
Puerto Rico and Trinidad.
New Film Building
Plans for the construction of a new
six-story building to house a film
factory, office, film vaults and stores
at 332 W. 44th St., were filed over
the weekend. The building will cost
about $500,000. J. J. Furman is the
architect and Jack G. Leo is owner.

Crowds
New Theatre,
York's' Sixth
Ave.,
near along
the Center
were
attracted to a novel stunt for "Pinocchio," playing the house. Three men,,
wearing big "Pinocchio" heads and
appropriate costumes, gesture in the
manner of puppets from their perch
atop the marquee, pointing at the
street, at the huge paper head of
"Pinocchio" mounted above them on
the theatre front, and at themselves.

fs9
Film
mes Chie
losed
More
Disc
Inco
Louis B. Mayer, vice-president in
charge of production, received $688,369
from Metro- Goldwyn- Mayer, Inc.,
during 1938, according to belated income tax figures filed with the Securities & Exchange Commission.
Mayer's income was divided, $541,119 share of profits and $147,260
salary. Hunt Stromberg, producer,
was next on the M-G-M list with
$388,818 ; Wallace Beery, actor, third,
with $355,000.
Profit shares to other executives
were: Nicholas M. Schenck, $145,513;
David Bernstein, $87,308; J. Robert
Rubin, $114,244 ; E. J. Mannix, $91,757 ;
Sam
Katz,$68,818.
$91,757, and Alexander
Lichtman,

Swedish Remittance
On Films Not Halted
Home office foreign business managers have received
cabled advices from their
representatives in Stockholm
that remittances on films are
not halted although the
Swedish Government has
abandoned the gold standard.
One home office chief
stated the Swedish film situation is not altogether assuring. He said that the future
of the Swedish market is uncertain as the Finnish-Russian war gets nearer Sweden' borders and the fact that
currency restrictions have
become stronger.

,
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Films
Hollywood

Now

Daily

Review

English

Office

Work

Expansion
Set
Black Friday
(Universal)
In Hollywood
Hollywood, March 3. — Tightly woven entertainment in the field of
Warners
By
horror is provided by this Boris Karloff-Bela Lugosi vehicle, which
London,
Feb.
20— (By Mail).—
five
Thirtyhas
the
former
in
the
role
of
a
doctor
crazed
by
his
desire
to
prove
3.—
Hollywood, March
Preparations to develop the provincial
pictures were before the cameras this a theory of brain transplantation, with the latter as a gangster and branch
offices of Warner Brothers, to
week, as seven were started and six Stanley Ridges as a college professor whose life is saved for a time by
build
new
offices with preview theafinished. Twenty-one are being pretres and rooms for the exclusive uft
part of a dying gangster's brain.
pared and 57 are in the cutting rooms. using
Taking on, at times, the character of the dead man, Ridges commits a
The tally by studios :
been British
completedchief.
™..
series of murders before returning to normalcy as a teacher, only to of
Maxexhibitors,
Milder, have
Warner
Manchester
has
been
chosen
by
Columbia
revert unexpectedly to the other role. Never flagging as directed by
Milder
as
the
first
office
to
be
exFinished— "The Doctor Takes a Arthur Lubin, the screen play was written by Kurt Siodmak and Eric
panded. Leeds, Newcastle, Liverpool
Taylor, with Burt Kelly acting as associate producer.
Wife," "Offenders of the Law."
and
Birmingham
will follow.
In Work— "The Man Who Would
Reflecting the success of its predecessors in the specialized field of the
Milder is also staging a sales drive
horror film, the picture met with a suspenseful and enthusiastic reNot Die."
throughout the organization and offersponse from its preview night audience.
ing cash prizes amounting to about
M-G-M
Running
time,
70
minutes.
"G."*
Walter
Selden
Broadon
$3,000
to the winners.
Girls
In Work— -"Two
"Edison,
Girl,"
s
way," "Dr. Kildare'
Talks between the London Branch
*"G" denotes general classification.
the Man," "Waterloo Bridge,"
of
the Cinematograph Exhibitors As"Pride and Prejudice," "And One Was
sociation and the Associated Film
Beautiful," "The Mortal Storm," Billboard Measure
Carriers
of
Great Britain — group of
"20 Mule Team," "Susan and God,"
The Real Winner
transport
companies
— have resulted in
Introduced
in
N.
Y.
"Andy Hardy Meets a Debutante."
a demand for a 15 per cent increase in
Hollywood, March 3.— Stork
rates being cut to 10 per cent.
Monogram
Albany, March 3. — Assemblyman
trouble stalked the Academy
The increase is effective at once and
Dutton S. Peterson, Schuyler County,
Awards banquet.
Finished — "Covered Wagon Trails."
will be renewed or terminated in three
has
introduced
in
the
New
York
legisMax
Steiner,
one
of
the
In Work— "Son of the Navy."
lature an outdoor advertising regulanominees for the music
months, according to a decision after
Started— Untitled "Renfrew" film.
tion bill. It is attracting much attenaward, was pacing a hospital
a joint review of conditions.
tion due to the fact that legislative
Paramount
floor; Lewis R. Foster, who
leaders are casting about for new
won the original screen story
In Work— "Destiny," "The Ghost sources of tax revenue to substitute in
"Singapore" Preview Set
award, was "expecting," and
Breakers '
Paramount will hold a special preGeraldine Fitzgerald, supportStarted— Untitled "Henry Aldrich" the budget for Governor Lehman's
film.
view of "Road to Singapore" at the
ing actress nominee, was
suggested $15,000,000 increase in inParamount Theatre tonight immedi"awaiting."
come taxes. The latter plan is deately following the last regular perfinitely due to be scrapped with the
Sol Lesser
To top it all, Donald Gledformance at midnight. The screenhill,
amount
to
be
made
up
by
cuts
and
executive
secretary,
In Work — "Our Town."
"offset" taxes.
ing, arranged by Lou Diamond, head
checking on the lateness of
The Peterson measure would not
RKO
of Paramount's music subsidiaries,
floral decorations, learned
will be attended by leading hotel and
that the florist also was about
apply
to billboards located within a
Finished — "You Can't Fool Your
night club orchestra leaders and vocity or incorporated village, two places
to become a father
calists, and major network execuWife."
where
theatre
posters
flourish.
Powers
tives.
In Work— "The Saint Takes Over."
and
duties
under
the
regulation
article
Started — "Tom
Brown's School
would be invested in the superintenLoses Houston Libel Suit
dent of public works, with firms Five New Companies
Days."
licensed thereof at $50 annually.
Republic
Houston,
March
3. — a Historical
Chartered at Albany characters
whose
lives are
matter of
Started — "Grandpa Goes to Town,"
Albany, March 3. — Incorporation public interest lose their rights of pri"Young Buffalo Bill," "In Old Mis- Smith Again Heads
papers have been issued to five exvacy, Judge Norman V. Atkinson
souri."
hibition, distribution and production ruled Friday in dismissing the $1,Tampa
Credit
Union
Hal Roach
000,000 suit brought by Gen. Andrew
Tampa, Fla., March 3. — Edgar firms, as follows :
Jackson
Houston against Interstate
In Work— "Turnabout."
Smith was reelected president of the
Merle Amusement Corp., by Harold
Theatres,
Republic and others for alGulf Theatre employes' credit union J. Sherman, I. Jack London and M.
Edward Small
at the annual meeting of the board.
leged libel of his father, Sam HousH.
Litman,
New
York.
Paul
Berney
Other officers named are : Carl
In Work— "South of Pago Pago."
ton, in the film, "Man of Conquest."
Productions, Inc., by Joseph L. HochCjine, vice-president ; Donald Hol- man, Paul L. Berney and Lillian B.
20th Century-Fox
comb, secretary and treasurer. The Cohen, New York ; Ford Leary, Inc.,
Drop Plagiarism Suit
Finished— "On Their Own."
board comprises the officers and Jesse
Milton E. Pickman, Mathilde
Discontinuance of a $10,000 plagiarIn Work — "Lillian Russell," L. Clark, O. G. Finley, Scott Wil- by
Lewis and Ford Leary, Brooklyn ;
ism suit brought by Select Theatres
"Maryland."
liams and C. W. Hannon.
Mario Theatre Corp., by Myron J.
Corp. against Warner Bros. Pictures
Members of the credit committee
Started — "Rogue of the Rio
Davidson and An- was filed Friday in U. S. District
are J. M. Sealy, A. T. Mason, Harry Glantz,netteBenjamin
Grande."
Graifer, New York, and Empire Court. Suit claimed plagiarism of a
Gordon, C. W. Hannon and Donald Expositions, Inc., by Robert M. Seals,
Universal
Holcomb, and the supervisory com- Alva E. Lamberton and Claude F. literary composition, "The Audition,"
Finished— "It's a Date."
by the picture, "Ready, Able and Willmittee includes W. J. Paleveda, Har- Ratcliffe, Jr., New York.
In Work— -"Sandy Is a Lady," "If
old Wegman and Robert Morales.
I Had My Way," "La Conga Nights."
Jury Clears Buzzell
Philadelphia Clubs
Warners
Columbia Sets Films
Los Angeles, March 3. — J. W. BuzIn Work— "The Sea Hawk," "All
zell, executive secretary of the Los
Hear Neely Debates
On 'Tillie the Toiler'
This and Heaven Too," "An Angel
Angeles
Central Labor Council, has
Philadelphia,
March
3.
—
Sid
SamColumbia has purchased the rights
been cleared by the County Grand
from Texas," "Torrid Zone," "Flight
uelson,
business
manager
of
Allied
to 'Tillie the Toiler," Russ WestJury of criminal responsibility in a
Eight."
over's newspaper comic strip, and will here, and Joe Conway, manager of the traffic accident fatality, but still faces
feature the character in a new series. independent Egyptian theatre, are takMilwaukee Club Party
possible
ing." prosecution on a charge of
A nationwide casting contest will be
ing to the speaker's platform this
Milwaukee, March 3.— Some 7,000 undertaken to find a girl for the lead- week to address women's clubs, Parent- reckless driving.
ing role.
Teachers' groups, forums and the like
turned out for the Variety Club's movie
This will be the second series for in favor of the Neely bill.
ball at the Auditorium here, which feaCIO Wins Recognition
This move follows the present
tured Orrin Tucker and Bonnie Baker.
Philadelphia, March 3. — After two
Columbia,
the
first
being
the
"Blondie"
Also appearing at the ball was Martha films, based on the Chick Young stumping among the same groups by days of picketing, the C.I.O. gained
Raye, who was playing the Riverside comic strip. Five "Blondie" films George P. Aarons, secretary of the closed shop recognition at the National
United Motion Picture Theatre Own- Penn Printing Co., theatrical printing
theatre. Proceeds go to the club's have been released to date.
ers here, and Eddie Rosenbaum of the concern headed by Simon Libros,
Heart of Variety fund. L. F. Gran,
Both "Tillie the Toiler" and "Blon- local
Columbia exchange speaking former president of the defunct Nageneral manager, Standard Theatres,
die" are owned by King Features,
was chairman of the ball.
with which the film deal was made.
tional Poster Renters Association.
against the bill.
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Line-up:

Popeye

Cartoons

Stone Age

Cartoons

Color Classics
It seems

as if three little

Paramount

bears, Horace, Herbert
and Herman by name, got

Grantland

in front of a battery of
Paramount cameras and

...including many amusing

went through "Their Day"
and amazing adventures with a badger, a por-

cupine, askunk, an experience with an eagle (one of the screen's photographic high spots) and an hilarious brush with the civilized world.
Frank Crumit
was shown
Award
And

did a running commentary

. . . and, Lo and Behold, when

on the screen, why, it was just naturally given the Academy

for the Best One-Reel

Subject of the Year.

Rice

Sportlights
Popular
Unusual

Science
Occupations

Paramount

Paragraphics

Paramount

Color Cruises

and
Symphonic
Paramount

Shorts
News

if you ask the "Busy Little Bears" to what they attribute their success,

they always reply, "We

owe

7007o

it all to Paramount!"

All of which bears out our theory — "If It's a Paramount
Best Show in Town."
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Boston
Radio

Gives

Brevities

Boost
Million

RCA earned a consolidated net
profit of $8,082,811 during 1939, an
increase of $670,739 over the preceding year, the annual report to stockholders revealed over the weekend.
Consolidated gross income was $110,494,398, an increase of $10,526,288.
All subsidiaries, including NBC,
RCA Manufacturing, RCA Communications, Radiomarine Corp. of America, and RCA Institutes, operated on
a profitable basis for the year, the
report said, but gave no breakdown
of figures.
The profit was equivalent to earnings of 35 cents per share on outstanding common stock, after payment of all preferred dividends. Manufacturing provided 50.7 per cent of
RCA's gross income, broadcasting 36.9
per cent, communications 7.9 per cent,
and all other sources, 4.5 per cent.
Total current assets amounted to
$44,358,951 at the end of 1939, compared with $41,931,924 for 1938. Liabilities were $18,612,686 as compared
with $13,259,860.
The report called attention to two
new television developments which are
now technically ready for public service. The radio relay system for a
television network is the first and
large screen television is the other.
Speaking of the latter, the report
states :

FREQUENCY modulation stations will make a determined bid to
wrest some of the air channels alloted to television for their own uses
when the F.C.C. hearings start later this month.
Sentiment among broadcasters experimenting with FM is that FM is
much further advanced than the video art and is entitled to more space
on the air lanes.
Approximately 100 stations have already applied for FM licenses and
the number is rising daily. Major Ed-^
win H. Armstrong, holder of many
Dramatize Roosevelt's Term
basic FM patents, believes that there
CBS salute to WJSV, Washingwill be about 300 applicants within the
ton, tomorrow evening at 9:30 will
next few months.
feature a dramatization of the first
A demonstration Thursday night
100 days of President Roosevelt's
linked Alpine, N. J., with Paxton, first term.
Mass., without the use of telephone
wires. As soon as the snows melt on
Seek "Wind" on Lux Show
A deal to have the Academy Award
Mt. Washington, N. H., W1XER will
be able to complete its transmitter and winners appear March 11 on the "Lux
there will be facilities open for a com- Radio Theatre" with a dramatization
plete FM network servicing the area of "Gone With the Wind" was being
pushed over the weekend by the J.
from New Jersey to Canada.
Set manufacturers report that they Walter Thompson agency. Under the
are several months behind in deliveries proposal, the Academy would receive
on FM sets. Stromberg-Carlson, for $20,000 from the agency with the performers donating their services.
example, is planning to run newspaper
ads advising the public of the delay
and asking for patience.
Attempt to Settle

Big
To

$47,000

'Passage'

Boston, March 3. — "Northwest
Passage" was the big attraction, grossing $28,000 at Loew's Orpheum and
"The BigatGuy"
(Univ.)
$19,000
Loew's
State.
KEITH
BOSTON—
7"Reno"
das. Phil Spitalny (3,200)
band. (25c-40c-55cT-.j
Gross: $20,500.
(Average,(RKO)
$8,500)
"Swiss Family Robinson" (RKO)

KEITH MEMORIAL — (2,907) (25c-35c40c -55c) 8 days. Gross: $23,000. (Average,
$14,500)
"Brother
Rat and(Para.)
a Baby" (W.B.)
"Parole Fixer"
PARAMOUNT — (1,797) (25c-35c-40c-55c) 7
days. Gross: $11,500. (Average, $7,000)
"Brother
Rat and(Para.)
a Baby" (W.B.)
"Parole Fixer"
FENWAY — (1,332) (25c -3 5c -40c -55c) 7
days. Gross: $9,000. (Average, $4,500)
"Judge Hardy
and Son"(W.B.)
(M-G-M)
"British
Intelligence"
METROPOLITAN
—
(4,367)
55c) 7 days. Gross: $22,500.(25c-35c-40c(Average,
$14,500)
"Balalaika" (M-G-M)
"Earl of Chicago" (M-G-M)
SCOLLAY— (2,500) (25c-35c-40c-5Oc) 7 days.
Gross: $4,500. (Average, $4,000)
Passage" (M-G-M)
NBC Billings Soar
F. & M. Suit Fails "Northwest
"The Lone Wolf Strikes" (Col.)
Gross billings at NBC continued
LOEW'S STATE— (3,000) (25c-35c-40c-55c)
Sr. Louis, March 3. — An attempt to
their upward trend during February reach a settlement in the suit of Fan- 7 days. Gross: $19,000. (Average, $11,000)
"Northwest
Passage" (M-G-M)
with a 10.2 per cent rise over the chon & Marco, Inc., and two of its "The Lone Wolf
Strikes" (Col.)
same month last year. Billings to- subsidiaries to regain $42,200 alleged
LOEW'S
ORPHEUM—
(2,900) (25c-35c-40c55c)
7
days.
Gross:
$28,000.
(Average,
talled $4,132,084 for both the Red and to have been paid in legal fees to John
Blue networks. Total gross revemie
S. Leahy and two associates, was un- $14,500)
for the first two months of this year successful.
was $8,537,292, an increase of 9.7 per
At the resumption of the trial, accountants of the film company were Helen Hayes' Father Dies
cent iodover
$7,782,595
for
the
same
perlast year.
Pearson, Md., March 3. — Frank V.
called as witnesses and financial Brown,
father of Helen Hayes, died
The Blue network billings rose records were introduced.
at his home here Friday.
sharply to $905,101 for an increase of
17 per cent over February, 1939, while
the Red grossed $3,226,983, an increase
of
per cent over the same month
laist8.5year.

"The other new television development is the improved projection of
a large screen television image, of
a size and clarity suitable for theatre presentation. Large screen television will permit the showing of current events and other programs to
large audiences. The relay system
described offers a practical means for Tompkins in Broadcast Music Post
distributing television programs to
Merritt E. Tompkins was appointed general manager of Broadcast
theatres, whether in a single locality
or in the several cities of a televi- Music, Inc., over the weekend.
Tompkins is president of Assocision network."
ated Music Publishers, and was
formerly vice-president and general manager of G. Schirmer, Inc.
RCA
Report Reveals
Tompkins declared that BMI would
RKO
Stock Holdings deal not only with individual writers but also with publishing
RCA holdings in RKO, after exchange ofits old securities for the new houses, transcription companies
ones provided under the reorganiza- and associations in Europe and
tion plan, were disclosed by the an- South America. Arrangers will be
nual report to RCA stockholders over employed on both full and part
time basis.
the weekend.
RCA holds 44,757 shares of prePersonalities in the News
ferred stock, 316,328 shares of common, and 555,254 option warrants each
Fred Weber, Mutual' s general manof which permits the purchase of one
ager, flew to Florida on Friday for
a
one week vacation. . . . Lenox R.
share of common at $15 within the
next 10 years or one-half share at $10 Lohr, NBC president, will speak at the
within the next five years.
Advertising Club of New York dinner on March 27 and at a luncheon
meeting of the Advertising Club of
Await Master Word
Baltimore on April 3. . .
"Lum and Abner" will broadcast toIn Chicago Action
day, Wednesday and Friday from New
Chicago, March 3. — Attorneys for York, returning to Hollywood on
the Government and the defendants in
news
Arthur onHale's
. . . WOR
11. over
the suit filed here against Balaban & March
broadcasts
Tuesdays,
Katz and the major companies for Thursdays and Saturdays will be sponalleged violation of a consent decree,
sored by Look Magazine. . . .
have not heard from Master in ChanMartha Deane will be heard Moncery Edgar Eldredge if any oral argudays through Fridays at 11:15 A. M.
ments will be heard on the case.
over WOR instead of 3 P. M. startSeymour Simon, special assistant to
ing today. . . . Dick Powell, who rethe Attorney General and active in the
sumes film work Sunday in Paraprosecution of the suit, has resigned. mount's "I Want a Divorce," will also
He will go into private practice with resume radio work on Thursday as
Gordon L. Bazelon, Chicago attorney.
emcee of "Good News of 1940."
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Washington, March 4. — Changes
in the Wagner Act which would protect the film and other industries from
Joins Other Nations with
$16,000 Highest Bid
labor trouble arising out of disputes
War Restrictions
between rival unions were asked to- For GN
Film Rights
day by attorneys for 11 Hollywood
France has been added to the producing
companies.
Bids up to $16,000 for rights to
growing list of countries which, on
Grand National pictures were made
BenMaurice
and
Wright
Alfred
account of the war, are imposingjamin, Los Angeles attorneys repre- yesterday at a G. N. hearing before
currency restrictions and blocking
senting the producers, appeared before Referee Peter B. Olney, Jr., who defilm remittances. The restrictions, the House Labor Committee and
ferred action until March 27.
according to advices received here in
At
the
same hearing, Educational
all, seven procedural amendofficial circles, were put into effect urged, mentsinto the
Wagner Act, which, they Studios, Inc., filed a claim to 44 fealast week.
tures and six shorts now held by G.
said, are designed to make it operate
The French business is estimated more fairly.
N. Action on this claim was also
to amount to approximately five per
The principal amendments sought postponed.
cent of the total foreign gross of are :
Highest bid for G. N. film rights
the American companies. Its conwas
made by Dino Rossini, Far EastGive employers the right to petiern film distributor. Rossini's closest
tributions to the industry's income
tion the Labor Board to certify _ a
was once about $4,500,000 annually.
proper union when there is a conflict competitor was Nat Saland who offered $15,000 outright or $10,000 and
At the same time, the French Gov- between two or more unions.
ernment is stated to have undertaken
of the first $100,000 recent
If an employer agrees to deal with 30 per ceived
on the films, plus 50 per cent
an investigation of the film situation a union on Board orders, he shall be
of sums in excess.
against demands by a rival
with a view of controlling the "flight protected
Referee Olney stated that written
union.
of capital," and to make a study of the
inventories of G. N. assets would be
Employers should be free to disfilm industry's requirements in the
situation.
prepared and distributed on March
charge employes for any reason other 27.
Other bids are expected at that
The French market has deteriorated than union activity.
time.
Findings of the National Labor Reconsiderably in the past few years belations Board as to facts shall be
cause of high taxes, extreme labor
binding
on courts only if supported Trust Suit Accuses
, costs and the high cost of dubbing pictures. Because of the war the possible by "substantial and material" evidence
revenue from France has been reduced rather than by "some evidence."
Republic and Majors
Give the Board the power to hand
by almost 50 per cent, or slightly over
Lincoln, March 4. — Republic Picdown "consent decrees" where an em(Continued on page 5)
tures, together with six other major
ployer agrees to discontinue unfair distributors, was named a defendant
labor practices.
in an anti-trust suit filed in Federal
Benjamin said film companies find court here today by Frank HollingsProtests Free Film
it difficult to discharge employes for worth, Beatrice, Neb., exhibitor.
legitimate reasons because Labor
Hollingsworth's suit charges that
Exhibit at the Fair
Boards usually accept the employee's after leasing and renovating the Pix,
word when he ascribes his discharge Beatrice, last summer, he was unable
John Manheimer, executive secre- to union activities.
(Continued on page 5)
tary of the New York I.T.O.A., yesterday sent a telegram to Will H.
Hays, president of the M.P.P.D.A.,
protesting the proposal for an admisDamages
Grosses;
sion-free motion picture exhibit at the Storm
World's Fair.
Manheimer's telegram follows in
part :
Broadway
Take
33%
Off
"While we offered our support to
The third major storm to hit the
the World's Fair last year, the lowerBroadway grosses slumped 35 to 50
ed admission prices that will be in metropolitan area in recent weeks and
effect when the Fair opens May 11 the worst in 25 years affected Broad- per cent Sunday evening and yesterwill offer serious competition to us
day as a result of the 36-hour downway first runs most severely, but
pour. The Paramount and Capitol,
and we therefore are of the opinion caused grosses to drop in neighborthat any cooperation in the way of
hood and suburban theatres as well. however, held up well despite the
free attractions to the public by this Business on Broadway was off 35 and weather.
industry is inimical to our interests.
At the Paramount, "Seventeen,"
50 per cent for Sunday and yesterday. with
Glenn Miller's band and four
Radio stations which had consider- visiting bandleaders, drew an esti"In discussing any plans for indusable trouble in the last storm, were
try cooperation it is urgent that you
$28,000 over the weekend and
consider the status of the theatre not generally affected, but WABC was should mated
finish its first week with an
off the air for a total of 6^ hours estimated $60,000.
owner."
It holds over.
An industry committee headed by yesterday when its power supply failed.
"Gone With the Wind" at the CapL. E. Thompson of RKO is considerCircuits operating neighborhood
itol, which ends an 11^-week run toi ing a proposal for a film museum at houses were unable to determine the
boxofa stimulated
morrow, enjoyed
the Fair at which exhibits will ex- extent of damage suffered at the box- fice and took
an estimated
$60,000 for
(Continued on page 2)
(Continued on page 2)
(Continued on page 2)

Film Counsel Surprised;
U. S. Examines Depinet;
Balahan
Is Next
Federal Judge John C. Knox, in a
written .opinion yesterday, referred to
the possibility of a settlement of the
suit.
Government's New York anti-trust
The reference came as a complete
surprise to film attorneys engaged in
preparation of trial of the case, all
of whom asserted that they were unaware of any possibility of the case
being settled.
These attorneys were emphatic in
their denials that any overtures involving a settlement of the suit had
been made to them.
Government attorneys disclaimed
any knowledge of a projected settlement. They pointed out that the
Government was energetically preparing for prosecution of the trial.
Judge
Knox'sof reference
madea
in the course
a decisionwas
fixing
trial date for the plagiarism suit of
Joseph Davilla against Harms, Inc.,
NBC and CBS. The question had
been raised by Schwartz & Froh!ich, attorneys for the defendants in
the Davilla suit, who told Judge
Knox that they must be free to defendsuit. Columbia in May in the antitrust
Judge Knox, senior U. S. district
court judge, in his opinion stated:
"If it be, as has been suggested,
that the case of U. S. against Paramount Pictures, Inc., will be disposed of without trial of the issues,
this suit can be tried May 15. If
the Paramount case goes to trial
May 1, trial of this action will have
to Itawait
conclusion."
was its stated
that Judge Knox
(Continued on page 12)

e'
s 'Tim
Banon
rioect
Onta
Subj
Canada
Toronto, March 4. — Premier Hepburn of Ontario today banned the
March of Time release, "Canada at
War" on the ground that it is oolitical
propaganda of the Canadian Government for the Federal election campaign, leading to the election March
26.
"I am not going to allow films to
be used
burn said.for political purposes," HepLouis de Rochemont, producer of
the March of Time, charged yesterday
in a prepared
statement
(Continued
on pageon2) the ban-
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Broadway
Personal
siARTHUR M. LOEW, vice-pre
dent of M-G-M in charge of forDoob, adeign activities, and Oscary A.
vertising and publicit manager of
Loew theatres, returned from the
Coast yesterday by• plane.

WestBen Kalmenson, Warners'ger,
reern and Southern sales mana
turned to his desk at the home office
yesterday from a trip to the
He
pany's exchanges in the South
cornwas gone about four weeks.
William J. Lee, father of Arthur
Lee and associate of Pat Casey at
the latter's New York office, who
has been seriously ill at his home for
the past few weeks, was reported
rday.
much improved yeste
•
NaWalter Green, president of visit
tional Theatre Supply Co., on
office,
ny's Hollywood
at the comparow
for San Francsco,
leaves tomor
prior to" returnand Chica
Seattl
York. go
ingeto New
•
Jacob Soltz, owner of the Rhumba
Theatre, Pittsburgh, and Dorothy
Leiffand, recently married, will hold
a reception for friends and Variety
Club members at the William Penn
Hotel there March 17.
n repFred Lange, general Europeaarrived
resentative for Paramount,
from Lisbon on the American Clipper
yesterday. He is here for his annual
home office visit.
•
Major Peter P. Devlin, producer
of travel subjects, is the father of a
boy, born to Mrs. Devlin yesterday
, Brooklyn.
at Bay Ridge Hospital
•
Helen Hayes will be guest of honor
today at a luncheon and fashion show
for the city's Finnish Rein St.liefLouis
Fund drive.
•

Lester Sturm, 20th Century-Fox
branch manager in Detroit, left for
his headquarters yesterday after conferring at the home office.
•
Douglas Whitney, David Carter
and James Clark of the RKO home
office are in St. Louis on an exploitation assignment.
•

Leon Netter returned to the Paramount home office yesterday following
a three weeks trip to Florida and
Cuba.
Henry
Wendt,
manager
of the
Kirkwood, Mo., is the father of a girl,
born last week to Mrs. Wendt.
•
Sam Dembow, Jr.. Irving Kaye
Davis, Leon Netter, Leonard GoldWANTED
SCRATCHED
FILMS
You can get extra revenue out of your prints
by having us restore your scratched film to
practically
condition. Telephone CO 5-6767
for
our lownewprices.
AMERICAN RECONO. INC.
245 WEST 55lh ST., NEW YORK, N. Y.
Negative-Positive-Technicolor Film Rejuvenated

Take

(Continucd from page 1)
yesterday. Generally, however,
the take on Sunday night was off
about 20 per cent in the city subsequent runs and off about 40 per cent
up-State and in Staten Island.
The Century Circuit house in Huntington, L. I., was forced to close
yesterday when electric service was
interrupted. However, the St. James,
in Asbury Park, N. J., a Walter
Reade house, benefited despite the
storm. In a tieup with local school
officials, children were dismissed early
to attend a showing of "Swiss Famoffice

Atily the
Rustic Cabin, a restaurant
Robinson."
at Englewood, N. J., the lights blew
out while Reggie Childs was conducting his band for a broadcast over
NBC-Blue. The musicians were
forced to play by the light provided
by All
pocket
flashes.
radio
stations disrupted their
schedules to broadcast news about
traffic conditions and warning motorists to leave their cars home. Suburban schools requested WOR to
broadcast notices that school had been
suspended.
Shortly after 10 A. M. the WOR
40-foot high frequency transmitter
atop a building at 1,450 Broadway
cracked under the weight of the ice
and police were forced to rope off the
street below and lash the mast to the
building.

Grosses;
35%

Off

(Continued from page 1)
the 11th stanza. The 11th week of
the same film at the Astor continued
at capacity with an estimated $22,000.
At the Roxy, the popular-priced
run of "The Blue Bird," plus a stage
show, started Friday and drew an estimated $15,500 for the first three days.
Pinocchio," in its fourth week at the
Center, had its second biggest day last
Saturday when it drew an estimated
$10,500, but suffered from the bad
weather on Sunday. It grossed an estimated $16,800 for the weekend with
an estimated $33,000 indicated for its
fourth week which closes tomorrow.
"Abe Lincoln in Illinois," with a
stage show, garnered an estimated
$48,000 for the first four days of the
second week at the Music Hall. An
estimated $60,000 is indicated for the
Thursday.
week.
"Too Many Husbands" starts
At the Strand, "The Story of Dr.
Ehrlich's Magic Bullet," with Tommy
Tucker and his band on the stage,
drew an estimated $24,000 for Friday, Saturday and Sunday of the second week. "Three Cheers for the
Irish" is the next film for the Strand.
"Grapes of Wrath" at the Rivoli is
still grossing well and should do an
estimated $25,000 for its sixth week.
"It's a Date" is scheduled to follow
"Grapes of Wrath" on March 21.

Library

Protesting
Service

Cut

Curtailing of the service rendered
by the circulating picture department
of the New York Public Library has
brought protests from many sources,
including the film industry.
Harold Hendee, director of research
f RKO, has written to Franklin F.
Hopper, headexpressing
of the library's
picture
department,
the hope
that
the service will be resumed on a fulltime basis, since it is of considers*
research
value as
source materia^
An increase
in asubscribers
and the '
growth of the collection, in contrast
to a cut in the appropriation for its
maintenance, has forced the department to close on Wednesdays and Fridays, effective this week.
Film companies use the picture colection for authentic material on backgrounds, costuming and the like in
film production. The collection numbers about 1,000,000 illustrations, including about 50,000 motion picture
stills.

e9
'Tim
Bans
rioect
Onta
Cana
on page
Subj
(Continued from
1) da
ning
"CanadaHepburn
at War" has
in Ontario
that of
Premier
brought

political
to bear ' in forcing
the censorpressure
ban.
He declared that the March of Time
is shown everywhere in the world
except Russia, Nazi Germany, and now
the Province of Ontario. He pointed
out that the subject is being shown
in every Canadian province except
A revival of "Hell's Angels"
Stations carried courtesy announce- brought an estimated $5,500 for one Ontario. He said necessary steps have
ments during the period WABC was week at the Rialto. "Marines Fly been taken to prepare an appeal from
off the air.
he censor's ruling.
High" is the current attraction. Week
end business at the Globe, where
"Castle on the Hudson" was previewed Protests Free Film
Terry DeLapp
Quits
Saturday with "Convicted Woman
Exhibit at the Fair
Post at Paramount was good for an estimated $7,500.
(Continued from page 1)
"Convicted Woman," shown singly the
Hollywood, March 4. — Terry De previous week, drew only an estimated
plain how pictures are made and
Lapp, Paramount studio publicity di
where screen tests may be given. This
rector, today resigned his post in order
to handle accounts independently
would be sponsored by all major comNo change is contemplated in the de $5,000.
panies with the cooperation of equipPublishers Guests
ment companies and others. The
partment set-up by Cliff Lewis, who
is in charge of studio advertising and
committee's recommendations will be
At Ampa
Luncheon
publicity.
Representatives of publishing houses discussed at a meeting of major company presidents at the Hays office
book critics and authors will be the Thursday.
William Yost Dies
guests at Ampa's luncheon on Thurs
Initiative for the proposal came from
William Yost, 60, veteran New day at Jack Dempsey's Restaurant. Es World's Fair officials.
York exhibitor, died suddenly yes- tablishment of an annual award by the
Ray J. Dunn, assistant to John
terday morning while on a vacation publishers for the best film taken from
Halleran, acting president of the Borat Miami Beach. He operated the a book will be announced.
Col. Theodore Roosevelt, vice-presi
ough of Queens, has issued a stateSuperior at 31st St. and Third Ave
and the 34th St. Theatre, on East dent of Doubleday-Doran, will act as
ment assailing the "obvious indiffertoastmaster for the publishers. Kathe
34th St. A daughter, Frances,
Fair. ence" of the film industry to the
sister and a brother survive. The rine Brown of Selznick International
body is en route here from the re John Selby, book critic of the Asso
MOTION PICTURE
ciated Press ; Gilbert Seldes, and
sort.
Annie Laurie Williams, literary agent
also will speak.
DAILY
enson, John D. Hertz, Jr., Frank
(Registered U. S. Patent Office)
Published daily except Saturday, Sunday and
McHugh and Lee Shubert at Sardi's
for lunch yesterday.
holidays
by Quigley Publishing: Company,
•
Inc., 1270 Sixth Avenue, Rockefeller Center,
Deals for 'Pinocchio'
Made for 20 Circuits New York City. Telephone Circle 7-3100.
Albert Lewin left for the Coast
Cable address "Quigpubco, New York." Mar
by plane yesterday. David Loew will
tin Quigley, Editor-in-Chief and Publisher;
RKO has closed deals for "Pinoc Colvin
remain here until Friday.
Brown, Vice-President and General
chio" with 20 circuits, with the result Manager;
•
Watterson R. Rothacker, Vice
President;
Sam Shain, Editor; James A
that several hundred day-and-date
David Bernstein, treasurer of openings have been set for the pic Cron, Advertising manager; Chicago Bureau.
ture for Easter week, beginning March 624 South Michigan Avenue, C. B. O'Neill
Loew's, has returned from a Florida 24.
manager; Hollywood Bureau, Postal Union
vacation.
Life Building, Boone Mancall, manager, Wil
Among circuit deals closed are those liam R. Weaver, Editor; London Bureau, 4
George Walsh was a visitor at the with Warners, RKO, Publix-Shea Golden Square, London Wl, Hope Williams
manager,
cable address
"Quigpubco,
Lon
Famous Players Canadian, Jay Eman
don."
All contents
copyrighted
1940 by Quig
Paramount home office yesterday.
ley
Publishing
Company,
Inc.
Other
Quiglc
uel, Loew's New England, Comer
publications: Motion Picture Herald, Bettei
Walter J. Hutchinson, director of ford, Schine, Publix-Netco, Interstate Theatres, International Motion Picture Al
Butterfield, Maine & New Hampshire manac and Fame. Entered as second class
foreign distribution for 20th CenturySept. 23, 1938, at the post office a'
Fox, and Leslie Whelan, foreign ad- Fabian, Chatkin-Katz, S. A. Lynch matter,
New York, N. Y., under the act of March
vertising and publicity director, have Sparks, Cooper, Malco, Dent and 3,
1879.
Subscription
rates per year $6 in the
Rialto, Salt Lake City.
returned from Florida.
America! and $12 foreign. Single copiei 10c
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Theatre

and

Personnel

Notes

Open on Long Island June 1
Morris Kutisker's new theatre, the
f^yfair, under construction at 40th
]<Mz. and 10th St., Long Island City,
is scheduled to open June 1. Amusement Supply Co. is equipping and
furnishing the house.
Joins Canadian Company
Toronto, March 4. — W. Evan
Jones, formerly with Technical Service Co., has become general manager
of Canadian Sound Equipment, Toronto, which has taken over the
former business following the retirement of Sam Goldhamer. The new
handles RCA special prodcompany
ucts and service for theatres.
Sells Two Theatres
Sr. Louis, March 4— Walter Light,
owner of the Joy and Gem in Chester,
III, has sold both to the Egyptian circuit.

British
War

Picture

Theatres

5

Daily

Conquer

Emergency

Obstacles

By AUBREY FLANAGAN
London, March 4. — An early stimulus to British production and the
consequent improvement of film supplies is foreseen in the annual report of the Cinematograph Exhibitors Association, just made public.
The report is largely concerned with exhibitor problems arising from
the war emergency, including the dislocation of bookings, the abolition
of low admission matinees, new safety
regulations, and the effort to bring one remaining "unsurmountable" obstacle. The evacuation from Lonfilm employment activity within the
don
on
the
part of distributors shortclassification of so-called "reserve ocly after the outbreak of war is critiThe C.E.A. General Council comcized in the report as "not a model
cupations."
pliments itself in the report on the
of With
organization."
reference to the pre-war perorganization's war-time achievements.
Cited specifically are the development
iod, the report claims credit for "some
accomplishments," notably the
and maintenance of excellent rela- excellent
tions with the Home Office of the removal of the admission tax instituted
Government, the settlement of book- by Sir John Simon, Chancellor of the
ing disputes with distributors, and Exchequer, an agreement to bringabout a reduction of Western Electhe "quick and effective work" on
tric sound equipment service charges
the reopening of theatres which were
closed following the declaration of war and the prevention of the institution
of Bank Night in theatres throughout
in September.
The blackout is described as the England.
Roosevelt

in Chicago

Discusses 5c Films
Chicago, March 4. — James RooseRubinsky Takes House
velt is here for conferences with Mills
St. Claire, Pa., March 4.— Mark Novelty Co. officials regarding nickel
Rubinsky has taken over the opera- movie machines. Roosevelt said he
tion of the Hollywood, making it his would handle production of shorts to
fifth house in this region.
be used, but Mills would arrange locations and distribution.
Roosevelt said that production of
Indicted with Nick,
shorts would start late this Spring.
Roosevelt also stated machines would
Brady Goes Free not be competitive to theatres in any
St. Louis, March 4.— State repre- way. He will set up a special producsentative Edward M. Brady was freed
tion department for shorts entirely
today of a charge of extorting $10,000 disconnected from his feature producfrom theater owners in 1936 when
tion activities.
Circuit Attorney Franklin Miller disPlans for nickel machines are
missed the indictment at the suggestion looked upon with great interest by
of Circuit Judge Thomas J. Rose.
union who, acBrady had been jointly indicted with the localcordingoperators'
to Business Manager John
John P. Nick, ousted czar of the Mo- Smith, will try to arrange for union
tion Picture Operators Union, Local maintenance men to handle machines.
143, on a charge of extorting $10,000
from theatre owners in 1936 to forestall a wage increase demand by the
Golden Resumes Tour
operators. Nick was also freed after
Following
four days of Coast conJudge Rowe directed a verdict of acferences with W. Ray Johnston, presiquittal on Jan. 11.
dent ; Scott R. Dunlap, production
One other indictment remains as the
chief, and Howard Stubbins and Ray
result of a grand jury's investigation
into Nick's affairs. This charges Nick Olmstead, of the Los Angeles exand Clyde Weston, former business
change, Edward A. Golden, Monogram sales manager, has resumed a
agent of the union, with extorting
tour of company exchanges. Golden
$6,500 from theatre owners in 1937.
expects to arrive at the home office
on March 17.
Trust Suit Against
Goodman in Mexico
B-K Starts Thursday
Morris
Goodman, Republic viceChicago, March 4. — Trial of the
Gary Theatre Corporation suit against president in charge of foreign distribution, has arrived in Mexico City on
B. & K. and Warner Theatres and
major companies will get started the first lap of a four-month tour of
Thursday in Federal Court under Latin America. He will leave this
Judge Holly. Attorneys for both sides week for Panama, following which
refuse to disclose what witnesses they he will visit Republic offices in Ecua
will call. It is understood that circuit dor, Peru, Chile, Argentina, Brazil,
Trinidad, Venezuela, Puerto Rico and
executives will be called first.
Cuba.
Zukor on Short Wave
Files RKO Claim
Adolph Zukor, chairman of the
J. & W. Seligman & Co., depositary
board of Paramount, spoke from
Rio de Janeiro last night on a short company for RKO debentures during
wave broadcast, but the reception in reorganization proceedings, filed an apNew York City was marked by such
plication in U. S. District Court yesterday for a final allowance of $8,750.
severe static that it was impossible
to hear his words with any degree The company acted as depositary from
1935 to 1940.
of clarity.

Coast

Flashes

Hollywood, March 4. — Norman
Moray, Vitaphone sales manager,
arrived at the Warner studio today
from San Francisco for conferences
on the 1940-'41 short subjects program. He will remain about two
weeks and will then go to Denver,
Salt Lake City and Seattle before
returning to New York.
Joseph Moskowitz, Twentieth Century-Fox studio representative in New
York, arrived today for a story conference at the studio.
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Guarantee

Only 30 per cent of exhibitors who
have
"Gone Withof the
have booked
taken advantage
the Wind"
profit
guarantee of 10 per cent of the gross
offered by M-G-M when negotiating
contracts for the film.
This was said by William F.
Rodgers, general sales manager of
M-G-M, who returned yesterday from
the studio. Rodgers said that about
70 per cent of the playdates were on
a straight 70 per cent rental without
a guarantee of profit.
With regard to the guarantee,
Rodgers said that the great majority
of playdates has returned a profit to
the theatre greater than 10 per cent,
but that the company has had to make
it up in a few cases.
In one instance, said Rodgers, a
theatre grossed as much on the opening day as it usually grosses in a
week.
While on the coast Rodgers ordered
50 additional prints from the color
laboratories to meet the demand.
These are expected in 30 days.
Same

Film

Delivery

Next Year — Skouras
Spyros Skouras, operating head of
National Theatres, who returned yesterday from the Coast, reports that
the major studios are planning to deliver next season about the same numone. ber of pictures as during the present
Skouras and other executives of the
circuit conferred with production heads
at the studios. He says that from
the information he obtained while
there, exhibitors may expect "a fine
crop of pictures" in the next few
months.

Clarice Robins, Universal employe
since 1912, first in New York and for
the past 12 years as secretary to Trust Suit Accuses
Maurice Pivar, studio head of the ediRepublic and Majors
torial (cutting) department, died sud(Continued from page 1)
denly at her home in Hollywood toto
obtain
any product except Warners
day. She was 48 years old and is
and Columbia, which, he contends, was
survived by her sister.
insufficient for the theatre. All other
major company product and that of
Samuel Marx Quits
Republicin was
Fox Midwest's
Rivoli
the sold
sameto town,
according
Columbia

Story

Post

Hollywood, March 4. — Samuel
Marx, for the past two years Columbia story editor, has resigned and plans
to enter production. Marx has been
a story editor for 10 years, having
been with M-G-M for six and a half
years and with Goldwyn for a year and
a half.
D. A. Doran, Columbia Eastern
story editor, has been mentioned to
succeed him, but no definite appointment has been made as yet. Marx
may continue as a producer with Columbia. Marx also has written for
the screen and acted as an associate
producer.
F. & M. Chief Testifies
St. Louis, March 4. — Harry C. Arthur, vice-president of Fanchon &
Marco, was the sole witness in F. &
M.'s suit to recover $42,200 in legal
fees from
John S. Leahy and two associates today.

to the complaint.
Flollingsworth asks $234,300 in triple
damages.
Among the defendants named are
Fox Beatrice Theatres Corp., Fox
Midwest, Elmer C. Rhoden, Loew's,
Paramount, United Artists, RKO, ReFox.
public, Universal and 20th CenturyFrance

Halts

Film

Cash Withdrawals
(Continued from page 1)
$2,000,000 annually, according to the
estimate of officials.
Futhermore, the fact that only 175
American pictures were permitted entry into France by the Government
also affected American revenue, as it
cut down the possible distribution to
each American company to only from
12 to 20 films annually.
As the war menace grows, other
countries abroad are expected to erect
bars either limiting or altogether proI hibiting the withdrawal of funds.
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Daily

Reach

154

Houses

'Passage'

Strong

Is

Lead

In Twin
Cities
Theatre receipts from 154 key city houses for the week ending Feb. 23-24
totaled $1,777,300, according to Motion Picture Daily's compilation of major
city box-office reports.
The total was one of the highest for the past year, being exceeded only
Chicago, March 4. — "Northwest
Minneapolis,
March$12,000
4. — "NorthPassage" cleared
at the
Passage" hit a smart $21,000 at the by the three preceding weeks and the year-end holiday week, ending Jan. 5-6, State west
in
Minneapolis,
and
$7,800
at the
when
159
houses
reported
$2,077,200.
g
United Artists. 'Amazin Mr. Williams" at the State-Lake grossed an
For the week ending Feb. 2-3, 157 theatres aggregated $2,171,600; for the Paramount in St. Paul. "Gone With
estimated $15,000. The weather was week ending Feb. 9-10, the same number of houses reported a total of $2,- the Wind" continued strong in b£,
unsettled.
^
025,300, and for the week ending Feb. 16-17, the total was $1,785,200 from cities.
Estimated takings for the week
Estimated takings for the week end- 151 theatres.
ending March 1 :
ing. Feb. 28— March 2 :
Following is a tabulation listing the total gross by weeks, and the number
Minneapolis:
of theatres involved, from Jan. 1, 1939:
"The Light That Failed" (Para.)
APOLLO-(1,400) (35c-55c-75c) 7 days, 3rd
"Northwest
Passage"
(M-G-M)
week. Gross: $5,600. (Average. $6,000)
STATE — (2,300) (25c-40c) 7 days. Gross:
Jan. 5- 6,1939...
151
$1,829,822 $12,000.
"Shop Around the Comer" (M-G-M)
(Average,
$4,000)
CH1CAGOM4,000)
(35c-55c-75c) 7 days. Jan. 12-13
145
1,372,400 "Remember the Night" (Para.)
Stage: Benny Goodman & Band. Gross: Jan. 19-20
146
1,368,322
ORPHEUM— (2,900) (25c-40c) "The Dead
$31,600. (Average, $32,000)
End Kids"$4,400)
in person. Gross: $10,700.
Jan. 26-27
145
1,345,715 (Average,
"His Girl Friday" (Col.)
GARRICK— (1,000) (35c-55c-75c) 7 days. Feb. 2- 3
147
1,469,400 "Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
Gross: $5,800. (Average, $5,000)
Feb. 9-10
147
1,494,600 Gross:
CENTURY—
(75c-$1.10)
$16,000. (1,000)
(AVerage,
$4,000) 4th week.
"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
146
1,393,100 "Tower of London" (Univ.)
ORIENTAL— (3,200)
(75c-$l.H)-$1.50) 7 Feb. 16-17
days. 5th week. 3 shows daily. Gross: Feb. 23-24
147
1,417,700
GOPHER— (900) (25c) 7 days. Gross:
$45,500. (Average, $13,000)
March
23
146
1,400,000 $4,000. Average, $3,400
"Swiss Family Robinson" (RKO)
"Danger
Wheels" (Univ.)
March
9-10
147
1,352,050 "Man Whoon Wouldn't
"Honeymoon Deferred" (Univ.)
Talk" (20th-Fox)
PALACE— (2,500) (35c-55c-7Sc) 7 days. March 16-17
155
1,366,800
ASTER— (900) (15c-25c) 7 days. Gross:
Gross: $10,600. (Average, $12,000)
(Average, $1,500)
March 23-24
154
1,439,600 $2,400.
"Geronimo" (Para.)
"Meet Dr. Christian" (RKO)
ROOSEVELT — (1,300) (35c-55c-75c) 7 March 30-31
151
1,322,225
ESOUIRE
(25c-40c) 7 days. Gross:
days, 2nd week. Gross: $6,700. (Average. April 6- 7
151
1,283,100 $1,700. (Average, $1,200)
$11,000)
"We
Are
Not
Alone" (W. B.)
April 13-14
154
1,639,300
"Amazing Mr. Williams" (Col.)
WORLD
—
(400)
7 days. Gross:
STATE-LAKE— (2,700) (25c-35c-50c) 7 April 20-21
149
1,432,900 $2,300. (Average, (25c-40c)
$1,100)
days. Stage: Luis Alberni and Revue. April 27-28 . ,
151
1,401,600
Gross: $15,600. (Average, $12,000)
St. Paul:
May 4- 5
154
1,386,280 "Northwest Passage"
"Northwest Passage" (U. A.)
(M-G-M)
UNITED ARTISTS— (1,700) (35c -55c -75c) May 11-12
155
1,352,845
PARAMOUNT—
(2,500) (25c-40c) 7 days.
7 days. Gross: $21,000. (Average, $14,000) May 18-19
Gross:
$7,800.
(Average,
$4,400)
154
1,318,300
"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
May
25"Gone
With
the
Wind"
(M-G-M)
26
155
1,274,050
WOODS— (1,100) ($1.10-$1.50) 7 days, 5th
ORPHEUM— (2,000) (75c-$1.10) 6 days, 4th
week, 2 shows daily. Gross: $15,000.
June 1- 2
153
1,256,050 week. Gross: $10,400. (Average, $3,200)
"Invisible
Stripes" (W. B.)
June 8- 9
143
1,141,700
RIVIERA—
(1,000) (25c) 7 days. Gross:
June 15-16
141
1,133,950 $2,400. ( Average,
$1,800)
June 22-23
137
1,150,960 "Lion Has Wings" (U. A.)
'His Girl Friday'
138
WORLD— (400) (25c-35c) 7 days. Gross:
1,168,750
Grosses $4,400 June 29-30
(Average $1,100)
July 6- 7
125
1,159,550 $1,000.
"Sante Fe Marshal" (Para.)
St. Louis, March 4. — "Gone With July 13-14
136
1,146,600 "High School" (20th-Fox)
the Wind," in its fifth week at the July 20-21
136
1,130,620
TOWER— (1,000) (25c) 7 days. Gross:
Loew's State, grossed $28,000. "His July 27-28
136
1,190,000 $2,350. (Average, $1,600)
Girl
drew $4,400 in its fourth Aug. 3- 4
140
1,175,850 'Win
week Friday"
at the Missouri.
d9 at $20,500
137
1,276,750
Estimated takings for week ending Aug. 10-11
Aug
17-18
132
1,233,800
Feb. 29 :
Aug. 24-25
140
1,401,150
Is Montreal Lead
"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
147
1,410,800
LOEW'S STATE— (3,162) (7Sc-$1.12-$1.50) Aug. 31-Sept. 1
7 days. Gross: $28,000. (Average, 25c -40c- Sept. 7- 8
145
1,490,144
Montreal, March 4. — "Gone With
55c-scale, $13,000)
Sept. 14-15
148
1,409,600 the Wind" registered $20,500 for its
"His Girl Friday" (Col.)
Sept. 21-22
151
1,399,745 second week at Loew's. "Broadway
"My Little Chickadee" (RKO)
MISSOURI— (3,514) (25c-40c-55c) 7 days. Sept. 28-29
154
1,487,900 Melody of 1940" at the Palace took
Gross: $4,400. (Average, $4,000)
Oct. 5- 6 . .
154
1,389,650
"Swiss Family Robinson" (RKO)
Oct. 12-13
137
1,279,000
Estimated takings for the week end"Blondie on a Budget" (Col.)
FOX— (5,038) (25c-40c-55c) 7 days. Gross: Oct. 19-20
147
1,387,550
ing March 1 :
$11,000. (Average, $11,000)
"The Fighting 6Sth" (W. B.)
Oct. 26-27
147
1,363,300 $7,000.
"The Light That Failed" (Para.)
CAPITOL—
(2.547) (Average,
(25c-40c-55c-65c)
7
149
1,371,400 days.
AMBASSADOR— (3,018) (25c-40c-55c) 7 Nov. 2- 3
Gross: $5,000.
$8,000)
days. Gross: $10,500. (Average, $11,500)
Nov. 9-10
138
1,386,200 "Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
Nov. 16-17
154
1,487,000
LOEW'S— (2,800) (75c-$1.13) 7 days, 2nd
Gross:
$20,500.
Nov. 23-24
154
1,421,200 week.
"Eternally
Yours"
(U. A.)(Average, $8,000)
Benjamin
Monogram
Nov. 30-Dec. 1
154
1,565,300 "A Chump at Oxford" (U. A.)
ORPHEUM— (919) (25c-35c-50c) 7 days,
153
1,510,750
Sales Head
in K. C. Dec. 7- 8
Dec. 14-16
147
1,201,750 2nd week. Gross: $2,000. (Average, $5,000)
Melody of 1S40"
William Benjamin, formerly Mid- Dec. 21-22 ..149
1,182,900 "Broadway
PALACE—
(2,600)
(25c-40c-55c-65c) 7 days.
western district sales manager for Re- Dec. 29-30
Gross:
$7,000.
(Average.
147
1,493,200 "Invisible Stripes"
(W. B.)$10,000)
public, has been appointed vice-presi- Jan. 5-6, 1940
159
2,077,200 "Young as You Feel" (ZOth-Fox)
dent and sales manager of the MonoJan.
12-13
145
1,333,150
PRINCESS — (2,272) (25c-35c-50c-65c) 7
gram exchange in Kansas City.
140
1,453,300 days. Gross: $3,000. (Average, $5,500)
Benjamin has been associated with Jan. 19-20
151
1,507,800
the industry since 1913, when he held Jan. 26-27
Feb. 2- .3
157
2,171,600
a saelsman's post for the Central Film Feb. 9-10
157
2,025,300 Variety Club Award
Co. in Indianapolis. His past affilia- Feb. 16-17
151
1,785,200
tions also include Universal, RKO and
To Martha
Berry
Feb. 23-24
154
. 1,777,300
Columbia.
(Copyright, 1940, Quiglcy Publishing Company, Inc.)
Pittsburgh, March 4. — Martha
Berry, recipient of the Variety Clubs
Loew-Lewin Set Third
of America second annual HumaniDevelop New Arc Lamp
tarian Award, is expected to receive
Press Dinner April 12
Hollywood, March 4. — Third production from the recently formed
Designed to provide the small the- the citation and plaque in person April
About 3,000 are expected at the
atre with an economic means of high 20 at the annual Variety dinner in
David L. Loew-Albert Lewin, Inc., Eleventh Annual Dance and Entertainment of the Press Photographers intensity screen illumination, the Na- Dallas, according to National Chief
will be "Mothers and Sons," an origtional Carbon Co. has developed a Barker John Harris.
inal idea which Irwin Shaw, New Association of New York, at the Hotel
Between 35 and 40 members of the
York playwright, has been engaged Astor on April 12. Committee of ar- "one kilowatt" arc lamp which, it is
rangements isnow making prepara- said, is on the same level with the local tent are planning to attend the
to adapt for the screen. "Flotsam"
tions for the event. William C. screen illumination in large houses. Texas conclave, double the number
and "Night Music" will be the first
two films which United Artists will Green of the New York World-Tele- New lamp is applicable to theatres
annual meeting.
release.
with screens up to 18 feet in width. that went to Detroit for last year's
gram, ispresident of the association.
To
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Hits

Revealed

In
Charles E. McCarthy, director
advertising and publicity of 20th
Century-tox, has announced the following comparative grosses on "The
Wrath" :the first five days
Grapes
In Losof Angeles
of the picture's simultaneous run in
the Chinese, State and Four Star
.theatres the picture grossed $28,835
f~3d at the State it topped "The
i&ins Came" by $1,017.
At the Paramount in Oakland it
grossed $11,727 in four days, topping
"The Rains Came" by $1,400; at
the Fox in San Diego the four-day
gross was $6,783, topping "Rains"
by $1,200; the $875 opening day in
Pomona was $25 better than
"Rains"; the Santa Barbara opening
of $833 topped "Rains" by $50 and
in Fresno the opening day's gross of
$1,587 topped "Alexander's Ragtime Band" by $437, "Jesse James"
by $550 and "The Rains Came" by
$220.
At the Orpheum in Tulsa, Okla.,
the only opening in that state, the
picture grossed $4,107 in three days,
topping "Rains" by $244.
Other grosses reported included:
Denver Theatre, Denver, six days
$9,214,
better than
"Rains"three
by $600;
Fox Theatre,
Detroit,
days
better than "Rains Came"
$17,609,
by $1,900; Hippodrome, Cleveland,
$9,608, better than "Rains"
two days
by
$1,000; Majestic, Providence,
three days $5,403, better than
"Rains" by $950; Buffalo Theatre,
days $8,537, better than "Rains"
three
by $400; Chicago Theatre, Chicago,
three days $22,251, topping "Rains"
by $2,000; Indiana Theatre, Indianapolis, opening day $1,479, topping
"Rains" by $75; Poli, Hartford,
Conn., four days $6,692, better than
"Rains" by $980; Poli, Springfield,
Mass., four days $5,322, better than
"Rains" by $100; Palace, Waterbury,
Conn., two days $3,224, better than
"Rains" by $100 ; Lincoln Theatre,
Springfield, 111., three days $3,180,
topping "Rains" by $450 ; and the New
Theatre, Baltimore, two days $3,972,
better than "Rains" by $100.
Goldenson,

Picture

Dembow

Going to Minnesota
Leonard Goldenson and Sam Dembow, Jr., Paramount home office theatre executives, will leave for Minneapolis at the end of the week to
confer with officials of Minnesota
Amusement Co.
Goldenson and Dembow returned to
New York yesterday after conferring
with B. & K. officials in Chicago and
with Earl Hudson of United Detroit
Theatres in Detroit. During their stay
in the latter city a deal was approved
by which United Detroit acquired
the Madison, a subsequent run house
there.
On their return to New York from
the Middle West about March 18,
Goldenson and Dembow will meet
here with E. V. Lucas and William
Jenkins of Atlanta on a new operating deal for the Paramount houses in
the Lucas & Jenkins territory.
Fox Parley on April
Chicago, March 4. — National
convention of 20th Century-Fox
be held at the Blackstone Hotel
starting April 15.

15
sales
may
here

Production

Hollywood, March 4. — RKO is
poised for a sudden spurt of production activity, and is engaged in an
intensive preparation program. Lee
Marcus, executive producer, has
been given six important films on
1940-'41 schedule to guide, and he in
turn assigned to associate Cliff
Reid "Anne's House of Dreams,"
starring Anne Shirley; two of
Gene Stratton Porter's stories,
"Laddie," with Tim Holt, and
"Freckles," with Jimmy Lydon,
"Man Without a World," and an untitled Peter B. Kyne story. To associate Howard Benedict he assigned "Men Against the Sky," aviation picture.

Activities

two all-Negro pictures during the
next two months. . . . Fred Niblo,
pioneer film figure, makes a comeback— not as a director, but as an
actor. He has been signed for a role
in Paramount's
untitled "Henry Aldrich"
picture.

Patric Knowles will be Anne
Shirley's leading man in "Anne of
Windy Poplars." . . . Lee Garmes'
production for RKO, "And So Goodbye," is retitled "Beyond Tomor ow." .. . Diana Lewis has been
cast in M-G-M's "Andy Hardy
Meets a Debutante." . . . Paramount
has loaned Frances Farmer to Edward Small for "South of Pago
Pago." . . . 20th Century-Fox has
James Hilton, noted author, has retitled "Dance With the Devil" as
been signed to write the script for "Johnny Apollo." . . . The studio has
purchased
"Rain
Shine,"Rice
by
"Water Gypsies," which will star Vina
Delmar.
. . .orFlorence
Maureen O'Hara. The studio re- has been borrowed from M-G-M by
cently purchased "Wrapped in Cel- 20th Century-Fox for the lead in
lophane," from Vina Delmar and
signed Bartlett Cormack to write "Million Dollar Diamond."
the adaptation; "Sanda Mala," novel
by Maurice Collis. and signed
Gene Fowler to write the script ; Cosmopolitan Deal

Good
Leads

$8,800,
Seattle

Seattle, March 4. — "Northwest
Passage" was strong here with $8,800
at the Fifth Avenue, while "Gone
With the Wind" drew $8,500 in its
fifth week at the Music Box. The
weather was rainy.
Estimated takings for the week ending March 1 :
"My
LittleandChickadee"
"Married
in Love" (Univ.)
(RKO)
BLUE MOUSE— (950) (25c -40c -55c) 7
days, 2nd week. Gross: $3,000. (Average.
$4,000)
"Northwest Passage" (M-G-M)
FIFTHGross:
AVENUE
(2,500) (25c-40c-55c)
7
days.
$8,800. — (Average,
$7,000)
"His Girl Friday" (Col.)
LIBERTY— (1,800) (25c-40c-55c) 7 days,
4th week. Gross: $4,300. (Average, $5,000)
"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
MUSIC BOX — (950) (75c-$1.15-$L50) 7
days, 5th week.' Gross: $8,500. (Average,
"The Man From Dakota" (M-G-M)
"Young as You Feel" (ZOth-Fox)
$4,000)
ORPHEUM— (2,450) (25c-40c) 7 days.
Gross: $5,400. (Average, $6,000)
"Charlie McCarthy, Detective" (Univ.)
PALOMAR— (2,500) (20c-25c-40c) 7 days.
Vaudeville headed by Milton Douglas & Co.
Gross: $4,900. (Average, $5,000)
"Swiss Family Robinson" (RKO)
"The Saint's Double Trouble" (RKO)
PARAMOUNT— (3,050) (25c-40c) 7 days.
Gross: $6,200. (Average, $6,000)

With Fox Expires
"Two on an Island," Elmer Rice's
current comedy on Broadway ; and
Cosmopolitan Productions' one-year
"The Unbreakable Mrs. Doll," novel releasing
deal with 20th Century-Fox
by Grace Perkins, as a vehicle for has
expired and there have been no
Carole Lombard.
Reseat Shea's Hippodrome
discussions regarding a renewal.
The deal, made a year ago, called
Buffalo,
March
4. — Shea's
HippoM-G-M has purchased "Song of for the release of four features under
drome here has
completed
installation
Love," story by Robert and Clara the Cosmopolitan trademark. The con- of more than 2,000 new seats, accordSchumann, which was written by
tract was fulfilled with the release of
ing to Vincent R. McFaul, general
Bernard Schubert and Mario
manager
of the Shea circuit.
"20,000
Men
a
Year"
last
October.
Silva. . . . Paramount has purchased
"The Duchess Rides High," M.
Coates Webster story for Fred
MacMurray and Betty Field. . . .
William Anthony McGuire will
produce a picture based on the life
of Sergeant Sam Dreben, who because of his war adventures was nicknamed "the fighting Jew." . . . Arthur Hornblow, Jr., has obtained
permission to film much of "I Wanted
Wings," Paramount, at Randolph and
Suggested by stories iy
Kelly Fields. . . . Joan Fontaine
SAX
ROHMER
gets the feminine lead of "The Tree
of Liberty," which Frank Lloyd
will make for Columbia.
HENRY BRANDON - WILLIAM ROYLE
Columbia has purchased for $1,500
ROBERT KELLARD • GLORIA FRANKLIN
a story by 15-year-old Joanne
Benedict, of Hanford, Cal., titled
"Joan of the Ark." A high school
girl, she sent her story to Frank
Capra, who submitted it to Columbia executives. . . . Irene Rich
joins the cast of M-G-M's "The
Mortal Storm." . . . Republic will
star Judy Canova in "Scatterbrain,"
. '.
by Jack
original
Don
Wilson,
radioTownley.
announcer, . will
play "Slim" in "The Round-Up,"
Harry Sherman "special" for Paramount. . . . Sally Cairns draws
the feminine lead of Monogram's
"Covered Wagon Trails." . . . Robert McGowan will direct Monogram's "Tomboy," with Marcia
Mae Jones and Jackie Moran.
Louis Weiss and Shirley Gorss.
Yiddish theatre stars, have been
signed by Sid Blake, in charge of
production for the Jewish Art Pictures, Inc., to star in "Monkey Business," first of four Yiddish pictures
Blake will produce. Blake has
also signed a deal with Duo Art Pictures, Inc., of New York, to produce
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Short

Hollywood

Review

Subject
"Strange Cargo"
(M-G-M)
Reviews
Hollywood, March 4. — Combining a strange assortment of human
and spiritual values, "Strange Cargo" is a production about which much
probably will be said and written. Its theme is similar to that of "The
"Home Movies"
Passing of the Third Floor Back" and the film shows the influence of a
(M-G-M)
mysterious stranger on the regeneration and the return to religion of a
Robert Benchley can make even a group of hardened convicts from a French prison colony and upon a
projection room preview audience tarnished woman.
howl and he demonstrated his ability
Joan Crawford as the only woman in the cast and Clark Gable as an
in no uncertain terms in "Home almost incorrigible thief are the stars of the drama which is based on
Movies." Benchley, in his usual manner, speaks learnedly of the technique the book, "Not Too Narrow, Not Too Deep," by Richard Sale. The
of photography and then proceeds to supporting players are also worthy of marquee consideration — Ian
demonstrate his own inexpertness. He Hunter, Peter Lorre, Paul Lukas, Albert Dekker, J. Edward Bromberg,
exhibits a comical selection of shots to Eduardo Ciannelli, John Arledge, Frederic Worlock, Bernard Nedell
a bored audience of guests. One of and Victor Varconi.
his best. Running time, 9 mins.
The screenplay by Lawrence Hazard and the direction by Frank
Borzage play up the supernaturalness and the occult. The story in brief
"Night Descends on
has Gable escaping from the colony to see Miss Crawford, a dance hall
girl. Just as his escape is about to be discovered, when the convicts are
Treasure Island"
counted, a mysterious stranger in convict garb appears and takes his
(FitzPatrick-M-G-M)
A "Traveltalk" showing the San place in line. The girl turns Gable in to the gendarmes, but she is given
Francisco World's Fair after dark. 12 hours to leave the island.
The color photography of night scenes
Dekker, bullying leader of a small group of convicts, hatches an escape
is impressive but is devoted only to a
plot,
taking along the stranger, played by Ian Hunter, but leaving behind
series of fountains and buildings.
Gable,
who has forced himself into the scheme. Gable escapes later,
Highlight of the reel is a series of
shots showing the art masterpieces ex- and a trek through dangerous jungle and water to a hidden boat follows.
hibited at the Fair. These shots are
They sail in the boat and several die, each being pacified spiritually
almost perfect reproductions and the by the stranger. After a journey made horrible by lack of water, they
commentator explains the significance reach the mainland. The girl agrees to sacrifice herself to a police spy,
of each. A view of the colored search- whom she despises, so that Gable may escape, but he, after a series of
lights against the sky ends the reel. blasphemous adventures including the attempted murder of the stranger,
Running time, 9 mins.
becomes regenerated, and returns to the island to serve his sentence.
The stranger disappears as strangely as he came.
"Puss Gets the Boot"
Joseph L. Mankiewicz was the producer.
(Ising-M-G-M)
Running time, 113 minutes.
"A."*
.
Vance King
Here is a lively color cartoon which
should draw chuckles from any audi'A" denotes adult classification.
ence. A cat plays with a mouse until
the mouse becomes desperate. However, the cat is threatened with evic- for an outdoor location are described, 'Wind' Holds Detroit
tion if he continues to break dishes
around the house, and the mouse seizes with M-G-M's "Northwest Passage"
Lead with $59,500
as the case in point. It is a superthe opportunity to avenge himself on trailer for exhibitors who have booked
Detroit, March 4. — "Gone With
his tormentor. Very clever animation. "Northwest Passage," but stands in its
the Wind'' in its fifth week grossed
Running time, 8 mins.
own right as an interesting film for $32,000 at the United Artists and $27,those who like to see how films are 500 at the Wilson. The Fox drew
made. Running time, 9 mins.
"What's Your I. Q.?"
$17,000 with "Little Old New York"
and "The Lone Wolf Strikes."
(M-G-M)
Estimated takings for the week endPete Smith takes advantage of the "Finland Speaks"
ing Feb. 29 :
high interest in quiz shows over the (Ho jfberg Productions)
"The Big Guy" (Univ.)
In
the
nature
of
a
travel
subject,
radio to test the film audience's knowlLittle Peppers at Home" (Col.)
edge. The questions are tough ones this pictures Finland as a scenically "Five
ADAMS — (1,600) (15c-40c) 7 days. Gross:
$4,000. (Average, $5,000)
with four answers submitted. The
country, describes its indus- "Gulliver's Travels" (Para.)
audience keeps score itself if it picks beautiful
trial development, building advance- "That's Right You're Wrong" (RKO)
the right answer. Mostly, the quesment and agriculture. Only at the
FISHER — (2,700)
(15c-55c)
7 days.
tions involve little known facts about end are scenes supposedly picturing Gross: $6,000. (Average, $7,000)
"Little Old New York" (20th-Fox)
familiar institutions and objects. Lots
the bombing of its cities by the Rus- "The Lone Wolf Strikes" (Col.)
of fun. Running time, 8 mins.
sians, and a plea for world support in
FOX— (5,000) (20c-55c) 7 days. Gross:
$17,000. (Average: $15,000)
the country's fight to maintain its in- "Brother Rat and a Baby" (W. B.)
dependence. Running time, 10 mins.
"Sidewalks of London" (Para.)
"Stuffie"
MICHIGAN— (4,000) (15c-65c) 7 days.
Gross: $10,000. (Average, $12,1100)
(M-G-M)
"Of Mice and Men" (U. A.)
'Shop' Pulls $7,500,
Pete Smith describes a dog's life
"Slightly Honorable" (U. A.)
PALMS — (2,000) (15c-50c) 7 days. Gross:
from a "dogs-eye" viewpoint. Little
Sets Pace in Omaha
Stuffie, a mongrel, is jealous of a huge
$6X00'. (Average, $7,000)
St. Bernard. The latter wins the
"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
Omaha, March 4. — "Shop Around UNITED
(2,000) (75c-$U0-$1.50)
had the town's best mer- 7 days, 5thARTISTS—
week. Gross: $32,000.
affections of Stuffie's mistress when the Corner"
chandise
this
week,
getting
$7,500
at
Stuffie gets lost. However, they patch
"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
(1,912) (75c-$1.10-$1.50) 7 days,
up their differences and, finally, the the Omaha. Sonja Henie's ice revue 5thWILSON—
week. Gross: $27,500.
St. Bernard is killed in a fire after provided competition.
Estimated takings for the week endrescuing Stuffie. It is an interesting
ing Feb. 28-29 :
Rites for Mrs. Kerman
novelty and should appeal to dog"Swiss Family Robinson" (RKO)
lovers. Running time, 11 mins.
"Lone Wolf Strikes" (Col.)
Funeral services were held on SunBRANDEIS— (1,200) (25c-35c-40c) 7 days.
day for Mrs. Yetta Kerman, 70, wife
Gross: $4,800. (Average, $4,000)
of Dave Kerman, pioneer exhibitor
"Shcp
Around
the
Corner"
(M-G-M)
"Northward Ho!"
"Bis; Guy" (Univ.)
(M-G-M)
OMAHA — (2,200) (25c-40e) 7 days. Gross: now interested in the People's Cinema,
Brooklyn. Burial was at the Mount
The monumental task of producing $7,500. (Average, $6,000)
"Jamaica
Inn" (Para.)
Judah Cemetery, Long Island. A son,
a feature length motion picture film is "Dress Parade"
(W.B.)
Moe Kerman, head of Times Pictures,
ORPHEUM — (3,000) (35c-40c) 7 days.
shown in this "Miniature." The probis among the survivors.
lems of constructing an entire village Gross: $6,500. (Average, $7,600)

1 ips

on

Exploitation
Recording by Patrons
Used in Providence
Providence, March 4. — A portable
recording outfit for making phonograph records was used by George
French at the RKO Albee to spread
word of the current feature, "Of ML ^
and
Men,"
andseeing
coming
Patrons,
after
the attraction*./
show, are
asked to record their opinion of the
film, and then, whether they know
what pictures are coming to the Albee. If they
they are
are given
told
about them.
Thendon't,
the discs
to the patrons to take home, the idea
being that they will play them for
the Albee's
ballyhoo
and thus The
friends shows.
future
outfit was supplied to the theatre in a tieup with
Zenith radios.
Child Color Contest
Used on "Swiss Family"
Manager Charles Ulrich of the
RKO Keith, White Plains, N. Y.,
tied in with local schools for a coloring contest on "Swiss Family Robinson." Five hundred youngsters competed for three cash prizes, with contest blanks distributed through school
officials.
Music Group at Studio
Para.'s 'Interlochen'
ForParamount
has invited delegates to
the biennial convention and festival
of the Music Educators National
Conference to the studio April 4 in
the film, "Interthe interests
lochen." Theofdelegates will see a
demonstration of music recording on
a sound stage, with Allan Jones and
Susanna Foster of the cast featured.
Cartoon Exhibit Is
Continued Indefinitely
The display
the the
making
of animated cartoonsof at
Museum
of
Science and Industry in Rockefeller
Center, has been continued indefinitely. Tied in with the run of
"Pinocchio," Disney-RKO feature at
the Center, the exhibit has attracted
considerable attention.
Reduced Child Prices
For 'Lincoln' in St. Louis
St. Louis, March 4. — In connection with the showing of "Abe Lincoln in Illinois" at the Fox, arrangements have been made for reduced
prices for school children who attend
the show in groups. Children under
12 will be admitted at all times for
10 cents; those over 12 will pay
15 cents until 6 P. M. ; after 6 P.
M. they will pay 25 cents. The
deal was concluded with the Board
of Education and various private and
parochial schools, and last Friday,
nearly 3,000 school children attended
the matinee.
Medical Groups Are
Invited
to 'Ehrlich'
Pittsburgh,
March 4. — Private
screenings
of
"The
Magic medical,
Bullet"
are being held for various
social and civic clubs, as a buildup
for
the Brief
picture's
at Loew's
Penn.
talksbooking
by theatre
men
after the previews, and a city-wide
mailing to the groups' memberships
at
expense, is part
of the
the organizations'
campaign.
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Chiefs

for

Miller,

111; Gross
By EDWARD

High
GREIF

Four
important
bandon leaders conducted
the "name"
orchestra
the
stage of the Paramount during the
past week, as a result of the ingenuity
of Robert M. Weitman, managing director of the Broadway house. The
situation had every jitterbug in the
city on the alert, and brought smash
business.
Last Wednesday, Glenn Miller was
scheduled to head the stage show
at the Paramount, in conjunction with
the opening arrived
of "Seventeen."
But whenat
Weitman
at the theatre
6 A.M. that day he found that Miller
had been taken to Mt. Sinai hospital
suffering from sinus trouble and the
grippe. It was too late to do anything then but Paul Douglass, the announcer who works with Miller on
the Chesterfield radio show, was induced to take over the first two shows.
Meanwhile, Weitman held a hurried
conference with Tommy Dorsey, who
is appearing at the Meadowbrook
Club, and several other band leaders.
Dorsey conducted Miller's band for the
third, fourth and fifth shows, while
Dick Stabile handled the last one.
On Thursday, Dorsey took over all
five shows, and on Friday, Dorsey
conducted the first two, Gene Krupa
the third, and Charley Barnet the last
two.
By the time Saturday rolled around,
every jitterbug in town knew that the
band leaders had rallied to the aid
of Miller (and Weitman). The matinee trade was the biggest for a Saturday in the history of the house, according to Weitman. Easels in front
of the theatre announced the name of
the leader while Weitman backed this
up with newspaper ads.
Tommy Dorsey worked the first
show, Dorsey and Krupa were on
hand for the second, Barnet conducted
the third, Krupa the fourth and fifth
and Barnet the sixth.
Miller returned on Sunday, but the
four "guest" leaders offered to appear with him as a special "salute."
Weitman tilted the prices upward with
the result that the matinee drew $9,100
to break all records for .one afternoon's
trade at the house. The week, which
ends tonight, should bring an estimated $60,000. Saturday and Sunday
brought an estimated $28,000.
Yesterday's opening found a line
six abreast from the Broadway boxoffice almost to Eighth Avenue in spite
of the downpour. . The visiting band
leaders did not charge for their services.
Lux

Show

Abandons

Academy
Program
Hollywood, March 4. — Production
difficulties have caused abandonment
of plans of the Lux Radio Theatre
to have the Academy Award winners
present a dramatization of "Gone
With the Wind" on March 11. Another reason was the presence of
Robert Donat, winner of the male
star award, in England. The deal
would have had the J. Walter Thompson agency give $20,000 to the
Academy.
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Televised;

Called

Success

Television's most important "first night," from the theatrical point of
view, was the presentation Sunday evening of the Robert Henderson production of J. B. Priestley's comedy, "When We Are Married." This
was the first time a current Broadway play, acted by its original players,
was telecast.
The play and players were introduced by Ray Forrest, NBC television
announcer.
During the presentations
the Broadway players showed a certain amount of nervousness in facConfucius Say —
ing a new and unknown entertainThe F.C.C. refused yesterment medium. However, after the
day to take action to ban
"curtain" went up the play was pre"Confucius Say" jokes from
sented in professional manner.
the air. In answer to a comThe limitations of television made
plaint from a Pittsburgh lisit necessary that the action take
tener who had wearied of
place on a restricted stage, but in
this type of humor and had
all other ways the comedy was the
appealed to the Commission,
same as at the Lyceum Theatre. Octhe F.C.C. responded that it
casionally in group shots one or
did
not have authority to promore of the characters were cut off
hibit such programs.
at an angle but most of the time
the mechanics of production were
skillfully handled. At the end of for the first two months were $655,378,
the play, which ran over an hour and a rise of 10.8 per cent over $591,683
a half, including two short inter- for the same months last year.
missions, Alison Skipworth and J.
C. Nugent gave curtain-call speeches.
"Sky Blazer" Turner
The presentation of "When We
Col.
Turner, of "Sky
Are Married" emphasized the fact Blazers" Roscoe
over CBS, is doing some
that television technique requires a
combination of stage and screen arts. long distance commuting these
days. Col. Turner, noted speed
Living actors give a feeling of real- flier, comes to New York each Satity akin to that of a stage performurday night for his radio show
ance and the television "camera" from Indianapolis.
makes use of motion picture methods of long and short shots, panning
Condensed Articles on Air
and other practices.
Condensation of articles and stories
The film camera techniques applied
printed in national magazines will be
to a stage play for television tend
to increase the dramatic quality of featured in a novel program, "Excerpts and Postscripts," which starts
the
play. Sunday's
play was
very today oyer WNEW at 7:45 P. M.
satisfactory
as a television
program
and as entertainment. While the play Fashioning the program after the
Readers Digest, Richard Brooks will
was being enacted consciousness of
use articles, fiction and special feathe medium could be lost.
tures from Esquire, Collier's, LibThe television success of "When
erty, Life, Fortune, Neivsweek, Time,
We Are Married" would seem to American Mercury and a number of
indicate that plays will furnish some
of the best entertainment brought other periodicals which have granted
directly into the home. Television permission for use of their material.
versions probably will be used to adGet Their Day on the Air
vertise other Broadway plays. At
Elevator men, stenographers, page
present no one can say whether such
a practice would help or hurt the- boys, porters, receptionists and other
atre business. But very few of the station employes who are not generally heard over the air will have
television audience, estimated at 10,000, could be expected to go to the their day on Thursday, March 14
over KNX, Hollywood. Three plays,
theatre to see the play again — the
television presentation was that written, directed, produced and acted
by them will be heard from 10:15
P. M. to 10:45 with a CBS hookup.
The
players
in
the
first
Broadway
good !
television play were Estelle WinPersonalities in the News
wood, Alison Skipworth, J. C. NuBette Davis and William Pozvell
gent, Tom Powers, Ann Andrews,
Sally O'Neil and A. P. Kaye. The will co-star in "Slightly With Accent"
television presentation was directed on the "Gulf Screen Guild Theatre"
over CBS Sunday at 7 :30 P.M....
by Thomas L. Riley of NBC. Rob- Harry Wilder, president of WSYR,
ert Henderson, director of the play,
arranged for the television produc- Syracuse; Griffith Thompson, sales
tion and made the necessary arrange- manager of KYW, Philadelphia; T.
ments with Actors Equity.
M. Pcppcrday, owner of KOB, Albuquerque; Paul Morency. manager
of WTIC, Hartford; and George
CBS, Mutual Billings Up
Kelly, president of WCSH, Portland,
CBS and Mutual billings showed Me., are in town.
huge gains during February. CBS
New GE Television Antenna
grosses rose 31 per cent over the
General Electric has developed a
same month last year, while Mutual
new television transmitting antenna
jumped 22.1 per cent.
During February, CBS billings which G. E. engineers claim will rewere $3,330,627 as compared with
sult in improved clarity and detail
$2,541,542 last year. Total for the of the screen image. The antenna,
first two months were $6,919,616, a V-shaped and mounted atop a 60rise of 32.7 per cent over $5,215,599 foot pole adjacent to W2XB, on Heldfor the same period last year.
erberg Mountain, is non-directional
nal.
Mutual's February gross was $337,- and results in a stronger picture sig649 against $276,605 last year. Totals

Knox

Suggests

Hope

for

Suit

Trust!

Settlement
{Continued from page 1)

had received a telephone message
from Washington in reference to tli||
suit prior to the filing of his o»U*
ion. No confirmation of this kid
be obtained.
Judge Knox, on his part, declared
that the statement of the possibility
of settlement had been included
merely as a routine matter so as
to cover that eventuality in setting
a date for the Davilla suit.
Herman Finkelstein of Schwartz
& Frohlich stated that Judge Knox,
on argument of the Davilla motion,
had not intimated knowledge of a
settlement but, on the contrary, had
stressed the fact that he did not wish'
to delay trial of the anti-trust suit|
Federal Judge Henry W. Goddard
will hear a Government application
for a pre-trial conference today at
3 :30 P.M. At the same time, the
Government will ask for an order
to regulate interviews of its witnesses by the defendants.
Film attorneys advanced the belief
Judge Knox's
impression
thafe
athat
settlement
of the suit
was possible
must have been derived from Government sources.
Some attorneys hazarded the opinion that a Government representative may have expressed the belief
to the jurist that a trial might not
be necessary in the event the Government obtains all that it is seeking
in the way of stipulations and all that
it hopes to obtain through the pretrial conferences scheduled to si art
before
Federal Judge Goddard in the
near future.
Defense attorneys were disinclined
to believe that the Government has
any formula for a settlement of the
suit out of court which would be acceptable tothe film companies.
"We are as much surprised by
Judge
reference
as any
one,'',
said oneKnox's
prominent
defense
attorney.
U. S. Examines Depinet;
Balaban on Stand Tomorrow
Pre-trial examination of Ned E.
Depinet, vice-president of RKO in
charge of sales, started yesterday iu|
the Government's anti-trust suit andf
will continue today. Barney Balaban,
president of Paramount, will follow
Depinet tomorrow.
Depinettiations testified
nego-to
in the sale toofdetails
RKO onfilms
theatres in each of the 36 key cities
listed by the Government. In answer
to persistent questions of Special Assistant Attorney General Robert L.
Wright,
RKOhouses
vice-president
named the the
first run
in each of
these cities.
In addition, Depinet described his
negotiations in these cities and the
men with whom he dealt.
Earlier in his testimony, Depinet asserted that the RKO producing com-'
pany was on an equal status with!
outside concerns in selling product to
the RKO theatres. Moreover, he
stated, the producing company had
no knowledge
of thebetween
terms of
tion contracts made
theexhibiRKO
tlieatre companies and other producers.
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Writers
Ouster

Seek
of

Dies

Witness

'Red'

Probe

Guild Charges He's Biased
Against Hollywood
Hollywood, March 5.— Charging
that by his actions and statements regarding alleged Communism in Hollywood he has constituted himself "a
pictures,"
motiontoday
of Guild
political
the
Screencensor
Writers
called
upon the Speaker of the House of
Representatives to remove Congressman Martin Dies from the House unAmericanism probe committee.
Copies of the telegram sent to
Speaker William Bankhead were sent
to President Roosevelt, Vice-President Garner, Senators Johnson and
Downey of California and California
Congressmen.
In a message authorized by the
Guild membership, the S.W.G. board
recommended the appointment, in
Dies' stead, of "a member of the
House who will conduct aforesaid
investigation in accordance with established rules of fair inquiry."
The Guild board charged Dies with
acting improperly in writing two articles for Liberty Magazine and further said :
"In making statements to the press
in which he gave opinions, he made
comments and revealed prejudice and
bias upon matters relating to the motion picture industry which are later
(Continued on page 8)
SWG

Drafts

Agents

Franchising Plans
Hollywood, March 5.— The Screen
Writers Guild is drafting a plan to
franchise agents similar to that of the
Screen Actors Guild which went into
effect several months ago, it was
learned today.
A committee has been appointed by
the board of directors to prepare a
plan for presentation to the entire
membership. However, it will be some
time before a proposal is in final form.
Guild leaders are surrounding their
moves with secrecy to prevent a recurrence of agent opposition such as
that which sprang up when the
S.A.G. license plan was in its preparation stages.
The same procedure as that of
S.A.G. in requiring that each agent
obtain a license from S.W.G. in order
to represent Guild members will be
followed.
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Coercion
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U.S.
In

YORK,
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TO
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by Court;

Loses

Appeal

After ruling that the Government
had failed to substantiate its claim of
the danger of intimidation of its witnesses in the New York anti-trust
suit, Federal Judge Goddard yesterday denied the Government's application for an order regulating interviews of its witnesses.
Judge Goddard declared that he was
not going to decide that the majors
will coerce witnesses merely because
the defendants have the power to do
so. He pointed out that Federal
statutes define the intimidation of witnesses as a crime and that under its
provisions Government witnesses are
protected.
In denying the application after prolonged argument, the court granted
the Government the right to renew
it if it could show attempts by defendants toinfluence the testimony of
possible witnesses.
Judge Goddard was careful to say
that he was anxious "to scrupulously
protect" both witnesses for the Government and the majors. He assured
Special Assistant Attorney General
Paul Williams that he could "tell independent exhibitors that this court
will do its utmost to protect them."
Judge Thomas D. Thatcher, supported by a group of attorneys for
the majors, argued that no evidence
had been presented by the Department
of Justice to support its claim. The
number of instances of alleged intimidation, he continued, were based on
"the flimsiest of evidence" and dated
back many years.
Federal rules guarantee parties free
access to witnesses to afford them an
(Continued on page 8)
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Pact

Vaudeville talent agents accepted the
terms of a new franchising agreement
with the American Guild of Variety
Artists at a meeting which ended at 1
A.M. yesterday. Although several alterations inthe agreement were requested, these amendments are acceptable toA.G.V.A. and the contract
is expected to be signed tomorrow.
The Artists Representatives Association, whose membership includes about
85 per cent of the agents who represent performers in the vaudeville, motion picture presentation houses and
allied fields, voted unanimous acceptance. Other agents are permitted to
obtain franchises individually, but no
A.G.V.A. member may employ an
agent who is not franchised.
Revealed in the draft agreement was
the intention of A.G.V.A. to start a
drive against booking offices which
book talent for film and vaudeville
houses. A.G.V.A. will seek to eliminate the five per cent charge now levied by the booking offices, but until
this charge is eliminated by the union,
the agents are permitted to add the
five per cent to their customary 10 per
cent charge.
A.R.A. members will file applica(Continued on page 3)

Son!"
My
Son,
[ Small-United Artists

Howard Spring's best selling novel of two years ago has been skillfully woven into a moving- and highly dramatic picture, brilliantly enacted by a splendid cast. The essence of the lengthy novel, dealing with a
tangled skein of twisted lives and loves, has been capably extracted in the
screenplay by Lenore Coffee. Incident and situation have been culled
to maintain a swift and telling pace.
Dealing with the play of diverse characters one upon the other, Charles
Vidor, the director, has told his story with force and clarity, never permitting the continuity to lag.
The picture has two phases. The first concerns two young men in
the slums of Manchester, England, in the closing years of the 19th Century, and their dreams of success, their marriages and the growth of
their children. Each centers his life in his son. The second phase, after
they have attained success, concerns itself more particularly with the
(Continued on page 2)

Makes

Proposal;

Six Concessions
Distributors

A proposal for a Federal statute to
supplant the Neely bill, basically
aimed at correcting block booking inequities but eliminating some of the
drastic features of the present bill,
is suggested by the M.P.T.O.A. in
its current bulletin to members.
The national exhibitor organization,
in the bulletin, also advances a sixpoint program of trade practice concessions which it urges distributors to
include in their new season license
agreements. The bulletin asserts that
in this way immediate trade reforms
may be put into effect without danger
of conflict with the anti-trust laws.
The alternative to the Neely bill,
according to Ed Kuykendall, M.P.T.
O.A. president, has been advanced by
members of the organization who are
convinced that if Federal regulation
of the industry is inevitable, it should
be by way of a law in the drafting
of which exhibitors who will have to
live under it have had a voice.
The proposal is for "a simple statute providing that no license agreement for the exhibition of five or
more copyrighted films over 2,000 feet
in length shall be valid and enforceable at law unless it provides an option to cancel upon reasonable notice
one picture out of each group of five
(Continued on page 3)

'Street

of Theatres'

Proposed
for Fair
Proposals for industry participation
in the New York World's Fair were
presented yesterday to advertising and
publicity directors of major companies
and will be submitted to company
presidents for action at a meeting at
M.P.P.D.A. headquarters tomorrow.
At that time decisions are expected
to be made on whether or not the
industry will participate and, if so,
which of the several proposals advanced will be utilized.
The principal proposal under consideration is for a "Street of
Theatres" at the Fair in which there
would be four small theatres devoted
to the showing of films depicting the
progress of the motion picture from
1900 to 1940, each theatre being devoted to a separate decade. There
will be no admission charge. In addition, the exhibit would include a
(Continued on page 7)
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Parade

(Continued from page 1)
Arrival in Scotland of the British
characteristics of the grown children, and their effects on the lives of
NICHOLAS M. SCHENCK, presi- the elders. The second phase tends to carry the film as a whole into the prisoners taken from the Nazi prison
dent of M-G-M, is back from
ship Altmark is shown in the new isMiami Beach for a short stay and will adult entertainment classification.
sues. Reels and their contents follow:
return there later this week.
The group of brilliant performances, with little to choose in degree of
•
MOVIETONE
No. 51 — Allied
excellence, offers Brian Aherne, Madeleine Carroll, Louis Hayward, troops in Suez. NEWS,
Finn villages after air
W. A. Steffes, confined to a Henry Hull, Laraine Day, Bruce Lester and Josephine Hutchinson.
raids. Finn children in Sweden. Altmark
in Norway. Britains released from N?^^
Washington hospital since January,
Aherne and Hull, novelist and cabinet maker, respectively, are the prison ship arrive in Scotland. Exeter \
is now up and about. He expects
to England. Patrol on Western
to leave the hospital in about 10 two young men, whose dreams after marriage are centered in their sons. turns
Front. Mussolini decorates troops. Archdays and may convalesce in Florida Miss Hutchinson is Aherne's pious and stern wife. The story centers
duke Otto arrives for visit. Roosevelt returns from fishing trip, celebrates seventh
before returning to his Minneapolis chiefly about the lives of Aherne and his son. A word of special praise
year as dential
President inin Washington.
home.
Washington. PresiLew
is due young Scotty Beckett, playing Aherne's son as a boy. Spoiled Lehr. Racing candidates
•
at Hialeah and Santa Anita.
by a father who gives to his son everything he himself has missed, the
NEWS OF THE DAY, No. 249— British
Monroe Greenthal, Lynn Far- boy has caught with admirable skill the subtle implication of a clever child
prisoners freed from Germans arrive in
nol, Joseph Malcolm, Oscar Doob,
Scotland. Exeter returns to England. FinBudd Rogers, William Fitelson, playing with finesse upon his parent's willing gullibility.
nish
find refuge
in Sweden.
Archdukechildren
Otto arrives
in Baltimore.
Roosevelt
Robert Savini and Jack Pearl
Grown up, Hayward, Aherne's son, is unprincipled and cynical. Hull's
son, Lester, is fine, and his daughter, Miss Day, a spirited young actress. returns from cruise. Presidential candidates
lunching at Bob Goldstein's Tavern Aherne meets and falls in love with Miss Carroll, an artist, but renounces at Press dinner. Flood in California. Hat
yesterday.
Santa Anita horse racing. Chi•
her because he is married. Later, his wife dead, he meets her again, fashions.
cago Cubs in training.
Arthur Loew, David Loew, Mort seeks to resume where they left off, only to find that his son claims to
PARAMOUNT NEWS, No. 54— Roosevelt
Panama Canal, Florida and Washington.
Spring, Joseph Rosthal, William love Miss Carroll and refuses to leave them alone. Miss Day is herself at
Ice storm hits New York. Archduke Otto
Melniker, Toby Gruen, Jack Kirk- in love with Aherne, although he does not realize it. The final blow to arrives in Baltimore. Pennsylvania city
caves in. Press Club dinner in Washington.
land, Nat Karson and Harry
the father's dream comes when he learns that Hayward, now gone off Rescued British prisoners arrive in ScotKaufman at Sardi's for lunch yes- to war, has been the indirect cause of the suicide of Miss Day.
land. German prison ship in Norway. Leap
terday.
Year observed. Seabiscuit wins Santa Anita
•
Out of this tangled pattern a measure of tempered happiness finally Handicap.
Adolph Zukor and John W. emerges, as Hayward, latterly appreciating his warped outlook, dies a
RKO PATHE NEWS, No. 66— Altmark
Hicks sail from Rio de Janeiro for hero's death in the war, and Miss Carroll and Aherne are reunited. prisoners return on Cossack. Nazi prison
ship
in Norway. Flood in California. PresiNew York today on the Uruguay, Through it all is the sharp contrast of the happy family life Hull has built
dential aspirants at Press Club dinner.
ending a three months business trip for himself, and the distress and disillusionment which is Aherne's. This Hoover urges funds for Polish relief.
Churchill
honors Exeter crew. Horse racing
to Central and South America. They is entertainment of a high order, a credit to all concerned in its effectual
at Florida and California.
are due here March 18.
transition from novel to screen.
UNIVERSAL NEWSREEL, No. 855—
•
Finn ski troops take Russian prisoners.
Running time, 117 minutes. "A."*
Charles S. Aaronson French patrols on Rhine. Released British
George Skouras, Owen Davis,
prisoners return to England. Exeter crew
Max Dreyfus, Wally Owen,
hailed in England. Anthony Eden greets
*"A" denotes adult classification.
George Weeks and Max SchlesAustralian hattan.
troopsRoosevelt
in Egypt.
Manreturns Storm
from in cruise,
inger at Nick's Hunting Room in the
observes
seventh
anniversary
in
office.
They arrived in New
branches in Dallas and the adjacent yesterday.
Astor for lunch yesterday.
territory.
•
York this week from a vacation in Mussolini decorates war heroes. Flood on
Coast. Leap Year observed in
Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands. West
Cresson E. Smith, Western and
Aurora. 111. Seabiscuit wins richest race.
•
Southern sales manager for RKO, left
Ernst Lubitsch and Mrs. LuJoseph M. Sciienck, chairman of
bitsch left for the Coast by plane
last night for visits to the company's
turned
from an eight-week trip around
country.
the board of 20th Century-Fox, is the
due late this week from Miami, where
•
he is visiting.
Charles Goetz of the 20th Cen•
LUXURIOUS SKYSLEEPERS
Leo Yassenoff, head of F. & Y.
tury-Fox talent department has reSleep your way over Dixie,
turned from a Coast vacation.
Theatre Building Service, Columbus,
plain and desert. Wake itp in
•
summertime! Only American
O., has returned from a Coast vacation.
Maurice O'Hearn, treasurer at the
flies the smooth, Southern
Sunshine Route!
Curran in San Francisco, was married
•
Saunders.
Phil Wood, Jr., son of P. J. Wood this week to Hazel
•
of the I.T.O. of Ohio, has been transLouis Rosenfeld, general manager
ferred from RCA's home office to San of the Columbia exchange in Toronto,
Francisco.
is vacationing in Florida.
•
•
Lou Diamond, head of Paramount's
E.
V.
Dinerman,
RKO division adshort subjects department, will leave
vertising
and
publicity
chief, is confor Florida today on a combined busifined at home with the flu.
ness and vacation trip.
•
Maurice Silverstone, United ArMOTION PICTURE
tists chief executive, is expected back
from the Coast at the end of next
DAILY
week.
Southern Sunshine Route
•
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Pact
(Continued from page 1)
tions for franchises before March 15
and A.G.V.A. will act upon them before March 25. The agreement will
go into effect on April 1 and will continue until Dec. 31, 1943.
All existing contracts between performers and agents are modified to
limit
them
to three
Future contracts
must years'
be on duration.
standard
forms and provide for maximum commissions of 10 per cent, except in cases
of one-eight stands when 15 per cent
may be charged. Under exclusive conthe performer
mustwork
*be guaranteed attracts,
least
two weeks
in each
three months.
A standing committee, with both
sides represented, will try to adjust
disputes. If the committee is unsuccessful, however, arbitration proceedings will be used.
Actors Equity yesterday instructed
all its members not to work in the
variety field except where an A.G.V.A.
shop is provided.
Bowling

Withdraws

From Equity Post
Eddie Dowling, producer-actor,
whose appointment to the council of
Actors Equity caused a storm of protest from members last week, withdrew his acceptance of the post at a
council meeting yesterday.
He gave no reason for his withdrawal. Frank McCormick and Alan
Hewitt, who were named as alternates,
will be offered the post in the order
named. Matt Briggs accepted the
other vacant post on the council.
Jenkins,
For

Law

to

3

Daily

Supplant

Neely

Notables

Henry Hull, Brian Aherne and Joan
Fontaine are scheduled to appear at
the Ampa luncheon meeting tomorrow
at Dempsey's Restaurant.
The main attraction, however, will
be a group of book publishers and
literary critics who will speak on the
relationship between books and films.
Details will be given of the annual
t^k'ard to be established for the best
3m derived from a book.
In addition to Col. Theodore Roosevelt, vice-president of Doubleday
Doran, who will be toastmaster, the
following are scheduled to be present : M. Lincoln Schuster of Simon
& Schuster ; Pascal Covici, Viking
Press ; Donald Klopper, Random
House ; Annie Laurie Williams, literary agent ; Katherine Brown, Selznick International story editor ; Gilbert Seldes, director of CBS television and literary critic ; David Putnam of Macmillan and John Selby,
book critic of the Associated Press.

Vaude

U.S.

Picture

Columnist
Herald,

Dead

Neligh, Neb., March 5. — J. C. Jenkins, for many years field representative for Motion Picture Herald and its
predecessor, Exhibitors Herald-World,
died here today of a heart attack at
the home of a daughter, Mrs. Marjorie Bradley. He was 82. The
funeral will be held here on Thursday.

Nick,
Pay

Bill

Proposed
(Continued from page 1)

in the order of release without liaThe bulletin adds that "if the disbility." tributor fails to provide in the contract such a minimum option to cancel pictures as they are released, the
whole contract will become invalid
and unenforceable, thus making the
cancellation privilege 100 per cent. No
criminal
penalties
be needed,"
the bulletin
points would
out.
Branding
the Neely
bill a "fake,"
the
M.P.T.O.A.
president
asserts
that neither its defeat nor its enactment will solve the problem of coming.
pulsory block booking and blind sell"The basic problem of reasonable
selection of motion pictures for exhibition," he declares, "is not a moral
issue but a vital economic problem
that has not been solved effectively by
any stretch of the imagination to the
satisfaction of theatre owners. True,
some progress has been made but there
are still important wholesale distributors who deny any and all selection
except to the big circuits. Rather
than have the harsh and costly requirements of the Neely bill jammed
down our throats by misguided pressure groups," Kuykendall says, "it
may be well for the industry to consider a more practical statute."
The trade practice proposals which
the M.P.T.O.A. urges for inclusion
in new season's contracts relate principally to cancellation, score charge

by

Weston
Unions

Must
$16,500

M.P.T.O.A.

St. Louis, March 5.— Circuit Judge
and low :availability. The proposals fol- Ernest F. Oakley today ordered John
P. Nick, former143,head
the Operators'
andof Clyde
A. Wes" ( 1 ) A minimum unconditional op- Union,ton,Local
former
business
agent
of the
tion to cancel at least 20 per cent,
of the pictures licensed on reasonable union, to pay to the union $16,500
notice as they are released. The code collected from theatre managers in
proposal should be simplified as much 1936 and 1937.
Nick was acquitted of a charge of
as possible for this purpose. Or as
an alternate suggestion, an option to extorting $10,000 from exhibitors in
cancel upon reasonable notice one pic- 1936 to forestall a wage increase demand by operators. A similar charge
ture out of each group of five or
more, in the order of release.
against State Representative Edward Brady was dismissed yesterday.
"(2) An option to cancel any picTrial of Nick and Weston on a
ture on reasonable notice which it can
be demonstrated is locally offensive on charge of extorting $6,500 from exhibitors in 1937 is scheduled to start
moral, religious or racial grounds. next Monday.
The question of fact, if disputed, can
Nick was ordered to pay $10,000,
be left to simple arbitration.
and Nick and Weston were ordered
"(3) An option to change percent- to return jointly, in addition to the
age pictures designated for preferred
play dates on reasonable notice that $6,500, a total of $31,899, "which had
the picture is considered unsuitable been
said. improperly expended or converted to their own use," the court
in fact for the dates designated, subject to simple arbitration if there is
any dispute.
"(4) A provision that no score
charge shall be added to the film rental specified in the contract.
"(5) A provision that prices and
terms for each picture licensed must
be fixed by the distributor not later
bility.
than the date of the notice of availa-

Seek
On

More

Time

RKO

Fee

Data

A second extension of the time for
filing applications for allowances for
services in the RKO reorganization
"(6) A provision that the option to
reject pictures on selective contracts was requested of Federal Judge William Bondy yesterday by Simpson,
must be exercised within 21 days after
notice of availability, otherwise the Thatcher & Bartlett, counsel for Atlas
option is void and the picture re- Corp., proponent of the RKO reorleased in due course to subsequent
ganization plan.
The extension sought is from March
15 to March 25.
An extension to March 15 was
granted by Judge Bondy recently
Stahl May Produce
when Atlas, its counsel, the Irving
Coast Flashes
Film for Roosevelt Trust Co. and Donovan, Newton, Leiruns."
sure and Lumbard, reported that they
Hollywood, March 5. — John M. would be unable to complete their
Stahl may close a deal here this week
Hollywood, March 5.— George with James Roosevelt to produce one seven-year service records in the reStevens and RKO have agreed to
organization within the allotted time.
for the latter's Globe Prod. Irving Trust and its counsel expect
cancel his producer-director deal after picture
It is understood that this commitsix years of affiliation with Stevens
to complete their petitions by the end
ment will
comprise
pro- of the week, but other petitioners esticontemplating independent production.
duction
activity forStahl's
Unitedonly
Artists
mate they will need another two
His last film for RKO was "Vigil in release. The producer, however, also
the Night." RKO is dickering with is negotiating with Columbia and may weeks.
Jesse Lasky on a deal for him to close a multiple picture deal with
take the producers' berth.
that company in the near future.
Stahl arrived here today from New
York.
Gregory LaCava, now in New
ons
cti
er s Ele
e'
Ban
'Tim
Lift
adaAft
Can
York, is being approached by RKO
Toronto, March 5. — Premier Hepto
produceKrasna,
and direct
Request
burn of Ontario said today that the
Norman
who "Mr.
wrote and
the Mrs."
story Warners
which is slated for Carole Lombard,
Income Tax Review ban on the "March of Time" subject,
is enroute to New York to talk with
"Canada at War," will be lifted after
LaCava.
Washington, March 5.— Redeter- the national elections March 26.
mination of a deficiency of $291,737
The Premier's ban on the reel, in
Robert P. Kane, managing director assessed against their personal rehis
capacity as chairman of the centurns for 1936 and 1937 by the Comof British production for 20th Censorship appeal board, was a political
missioner of Internal Revenue was
sensation
here today. Hepburn has
tury-Fox, leaves Saturday for New
asked
today
by
Albert,
Harry
and
York and thence goes to London to
been engaged in a quarrel with Prime
produce his four scheduled pictures Jack Warner.
Minister McKenzie King of the DoThe Warners contended the de- minion.
first of which will be "Madamoiselle
ficiency resulted from an erroneous
From Picadilly," starring Bea Lillie.
Canada's National Film Board apinterpretation of income from the disproved the production of the film and
solution of the Colfax Trading Corp.
Twentieth Century-Fox today puras capital gains.
called it the board's first official rechased film rights to "How Green
lease innadian
a war
series, Corp.
while the
CaBroadcasting
plugged
Was
My
Valley,"mining
best selling
Arrested as Vandal
Welsh coal
by novel
Richardof
it on the national network.
Llewellyn, formerly Fox writer in
St. Louis, March 5.— Police today
England.
arrested and obtained a confession
Legit Houses Aid Finns
from Earl A. Staab, accused of cutting the upholstery on 400 seats in
Phillip Wood Dies
Collections at Broadway legitimate
Hollywood, March 5. — Phillip the Fox Theatre yesterday. Staab theatres for the Finnish Relief Fund
Wood, 44, actor and author, who declared he was angry with the man- totaled $6,037 during the three weeks
had just finished an assignment as
agement because of the delay in ne- of the drive, it is reported by Gertrude
choirmaster in the film version of
gotiating acontract with his Local, B2 Lawrence, chairman of the division.
"Our Town," is dead here of a heart of the Theatrical Employes' Union, Audiences at "Life With Father" at
attack. His wife and two children under which he expected to get a the Empire contributed the largest
survive.
amount, $1,123.
$9 weekly raise.
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Warner Changes Made
0
40
Des Moines, March 5.— A number
Best, $23,
of changes have been made at the
local Warner exchange following the
announcement that salesman Harry
"Pinoc—
5.
March
Los Angeles,
Herman
will leave soon to take over
Hillthe
at
chio," in its third week
street and Pantages, grossed $23,400, the theatre he recently leased at New
with $11,300 at the former house and Hampton, Iowa. Paul Walsh, present booker, will replace Herman as
$12,100 at the latter.
Estimated takings for the week end- salesman; Paul Leatherby, present
ing Feb. 28 :
confirmation clerk, has been made
booker, and John Winn, formerly
"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
CARTHAY CIRCLE— (1,518) (75c $1.50) 7 with Grand National in Omaha, has
days, 9th week. Gross: $18,500. (Average, been made confirmation clerk.
$17,000)
"The Man From Dakota" (M-G-M)
Hartlaub Is Transferred
"Congo Maisie" (M-G-M)
CHINESE— (2,500) (30c-75c) 7 days. Dr.
perform1
Cincinnati,
March 5. — Robert
only,
Monday
I. Q. Broadcast,
ance. Gross: $11,200. (Average, $12,500)
Hartlaub, manager of the suburban
"Abe Lincoln in Illinois" (RKO)
4 STAR — (900) (75c-$1.50) 5 days, 4th Hollywood, has been transferred to
the Norland, also a suburban house.
week. Gross: $3,200. (Average, $3,250)
"Pinocchio" (RKO)
He replaces J. A. Gibbs, resigned.
HILLSTREET— (2,700) (30c-65c) 7 days,
3rd week. Gross: $11,300. (Average, $6,500) Ralph Morley has been promoted from
assistant to manager of the Hollywood
"The Man From Dakota" (M-G-M)
"Congo Maisie" (M-G-M)
Both houses are units of the LibsonLOEWS STATE — (2,500) (30c-7Sc) 7 White
circuit.
days. Gross: $15,500. (Average, $14,000)
"Pinocchio" (RKO)
PANTAGES— (2,000) (30c-65c) 7 days, 3rd
Parsons to Universal
week. Gross: $12,100. (Average, $7,000)
"Seventeen" (Para.)
Kansas City, March 5.— Grover C.
PARAMOUNT — (3,595) (30c-65c) 7 days.
19 years with M-G-M in the
Stage: F. & M. Revue, Arturo Godoy, Parsons,
Claude Sweeten and orchestra. Gross: $15,- San Francisco area until 1936, and
000. (Average, $18,000)
then Western sales manager for Re"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
has joined Universal as branch
UNITED ARTISTS— (2,100) (75c-$1.50) 7 managerpublic,here.
He succeeds LeRoy J.
days, 9th week. Gross: $19,000.
Miller, branch manager for two years,
"Castle on the Hudson" (W. B.)
who is being transferred.
"Charlie McCarthy, Detective" (Univ.)
WARNER BROS. (Hollywood)— (3,000)
(30c-65c) 7 days. Gross: $9,700. (Average,
$14,000)
Quits Columbus Theatre
"Castle on the Hudson" (W. B.)
Columbus,
O., March 5. — John
"Charlie McCarthy, Detective" (Univ.)
WARNER BROS. (Downtown) — (3,400) Jones, who has been manager of the
(30c-65c) 7 days. Gross: $10,600. (Average, Southern, downtown subsequent run,
$12,000)
for several years, has resigned. It is
expected that Max Stearn, owner of
the house, will take over active operation.
'Melody' at $13,500
Leads Providence
Completing Nashville House
Providence, March 5. — Loew's
State's double, "Broadway Melody of
Nashville, Tenn., March 5.— Construction isgoing forward on the new
1940" and "The Lone Wolf Strikes,"
garnered $13,500 to lead the town in Belle Meade Theatre and it is exwhat was otherwise an average week.
pected to be completed early in April,
Estimated takings for the week end- according to officials of the Crescent
Amusement Co.
ing Feb. 27-29:
"Swiss Family Robinson" (RKO)
"Married and in Love" (RKO)
Re-Seat Providence Theatre
RKO-ALBEE— (2,239) (25c-35c-50c) 7 days.
Gross: $6,800. (Average, $6,000)
Providence, March 5.— The Liberty
"Broadway Melody of 1940" (M-G-M)
will be re-seated this Spring. The
"The Lone Wolf Strikes" (Cot.)
house, owned by Elmwood Amusement
LOEW'S
STATE—
(3,232)
(25c-35c-50c)
7
days. Gross: $13,500. (Average, $11,000)
Co., is now undergoing renovation.
"Brother Rat and a Baby" (W.B.)
Edward Bomes is manager.
"Charlie Chan in Panama" (ZOth-Fox)
MAJESTIC— (2,250) (25c-35c-50c) 7 days.
Gross: $5,000. (Average, $7,000)
Sells Kansas Theatre
"Seventeen" (Para.)
Kansas City, March 5. — James
"The Wolf of New York" (Rep.)
STRAND — (2,200) (25c-35c-50c) 7 days. Bailey has sold the Bailey, Waverly,
Gross: $6,300. (Average, $6,000)
Kan., to L. O. Woodruff, who for"The Earl of Chicago" (M-G-M)
merly managed the Yale, Fort Scott,
FAY'S— (1,800) (25c-35c-40c) 7 days. Stage
show with Eddie Stanley and Penny Gill; Kan.
Burnham, Harris and Scott; Joey Rardan;
the Five Windsors; and Laurimer and
Renovating Providence House
Hudson. Gross: $6,500. (Average, $6,500)
"Harvest" (French Cinema)
Providence, March 5. — Max NaAVON — (520) (2Sc-35c) 7 days. Gross: thanson
is redecorating the Hope, East
$1,350.
"Raffles" (U.A.) (3 days)
Side second run house, and has in"Geronimo" (Para.) (3 days)
stal ed a new neon sign over the mar"His Girl Friday" (Col.) (4 days)
"Secret of Dr. Kildare" (M-G-M) (4 days)
EMPIRE — (2,200) (20c-30c) 2nd run.
quee.Shackelford Joins Columbia
Gross: $1,300. (Average, $1,700)
"Little Old New York" (ZOth-Fox)
Kansas City, March 5. — M. G.
"Young As You Feel" (2*th-Fox)
CARLTON— (1,526) (25c-35c-50c) 2nd week. Shackelford, formerly salesman for
Gross: $2,500. (Average, $3,500)
Monogram, has joined the sales force
of Columbia Pictures here.
Three Firms Formed
Plans California Theatre
Albany, March 5.— Film Associates, Inc., Manfried Pictures. Corp.
Calistoga, Cal, March 5.— Owners
and Bronx Melba Theatre, Inc., have of the Playhouse Theatre here are
been incorporated to conduct business planning to replace it with a new theatre.
in New York state.

Notes

Lucas & Jenkins Building
With
$4,500
Atlanta, March 5.— Construction
of a $40,000 community theatre will be
begun within the next two weeks by
Lucas and Jenkins. The new theatre
Denver, March 5. — A severe but
will be the largest neighborhood house brief snowstorm hurt grosses.
in Atlanta, with a seating capacity of "Raffles" and "Man Who Wouldn't
Talk" at the Paramount drew $4,500.
1,250.
Estimated takings for the week e"«r
ing
Feb. 28:(M-G-M)
Open Atlanta Theatre
"Balalaika"
Atlanta, March 5. — The Clair
(1,400)
(25c-35c-40c)
days,
Theatre will open this week, according 2ndALADDIN—
week. Gross:
$4,000.
(Average, 7 $3,500)
to C. E. Hilger, manager, and the "The Fighting 69th"
entire proceeds of the opening day will
BROADWAY— (1,040) (25c-40c) 7 days, 4th
week. Gross: $2,000. (Average, $2,500)
go to the Red Cross for relief of tor- "Sidewalks of London" (Para.)
nado sufferers.
DENHAM— (1,750) (25c-35c-40c) 7 days,
2nd week. Gross: $3,500. (Average, $6,500)
Schines Take Theatre
"My Little Chickadee" (Univ.)
DENVER— (2,525) (25c-35c-40c) 7 days.
Gloversville, N. Y., March 5.— Gross: $9,000. (Average, $9,000)
Schine Circuit has closed a deal with "Swiss Family Robinson" (RKO)
Cumberland Amusement Co., of Cum- "Joe and Ethel Turp Call on the President"
berland, Md., under which Schine will (M-G-M)
ORPHEUM—
(2,600) (2Sc-35c-40c)
7 days.
(U. A.)
take over the operation of the Strand "Raffles"
Gross:
$7,700.
(Average,
$9,000)
in Cumberland.
"Man Who Wouldn't Talk" (ZOth-Fox)
PARAMOUNT— (2,200) (25c-40c) 7 days.
Moving Iowa Theatre
Gross: $4,500. (Average, $3,500)
New York"
Fontanelle, la., March 5.— C. C. "Little
"PrivateOldDetective"
(W. (ZOth-Fox)
B.)
Parker, owner of the Fontanelle, has
— (878) (25c-40c) 7 days, "Little
bought a building to which he plans OldR1ALTO
New York," 3rd week. Gross: $2,000.
to move his theatre when remodeling (Average, $1,750)
is completed.
'Passage/ $12,000
Plans Bridgeport House
Leader
Haven
New
Bridgeport, Conn., March 5.— A. M.
Schuman, operator of the Black Rock,
New Haven, March 5.— "Northwest
plans the 936-seat New Black Rock Passage"
and "Five Little Peppers at
Theatre Building, including four
stores.
Home" played to packed houses all
week at the Loew-Poli and piled up a
$12,000
Little
Chickadee,"
dualed take.
at the "My
Roger
Sherman
with
"British
Intelligence"
grossed
$7,000.
Titusville, Fla., March 5.— Work
Estimated takings for the week endwill soon start on converting the old
Van Croix Theatre into a $10,000 city
ing Feb. 29 :
recreation center and gymnasium.
"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
COLLEGE—
days, 5th
week.
Gross: (1,499)
$4,400. (75c-$1.10)
(Average, 7$2,700)
Installs New Equipment
"Northwest Passage" (M-G-M)
Little Peppers at Home" (Col.)
Manly, la., March 5.— H. S. Twedt, "Five
LOEW-POLI—
(3,040) (35c-50c) 7 days.
"Reno"
(RKO) (Average,
$8,000)
owner of the Lido here, has enlarged Gross: $12,000.
the projection booth for installation "Broadway Melody of 1940" (M-G-M)
of new sound equipment.
LOEW-POLI -BIJOU— (1,482) (35c-50c) 7
days, 2nd week. Gross: $2,800. (Average,
$2,500)
Open Westport House
"Secret of Dr. Kildare" (M-G-M)
Westport, Conn., March 5.— The "High School" (20th-Fox)
PARAMOUNT— (2,348) (35c-50c) 7 days.
enlarged 700-seat Fine Arts Theatre Gross:
$4,600. (Average, $4,000)
has been opened by George Comden, "My Little Chickadee" (Univ.)
after renovation.
"British Intelligence" (W.B.)
ROGER
(2,200) $5,000)
(35c-50c) 7
days.
Gross:SHERMAN—
$7,000. (Average,
Installing New Equipment
Convert Florida House

New Haven, March 5.— The 760seat Fishman Lawrence Theatre will 'Wind' Milwaukee's
install new sound equipment and a
new screen.
Winner at $17,600
Interstate Building in Houston
Houston, Tex., March 5. — Interstate Circuit, Inc., will build the $100,000 Almeda here. It will seat 1,000.
Remodels Ohio House
Baltimore, O., March 5.— Rupert
McNeeley is remodeling the Ohio
here, and installing new seats.
Close Bridgeport House
Bridgeport, Conn., March 5.— The
Lyric, run as a burlesque house since
last Fall, has closed.
Handles Trans-Lux Bookings
Buying and booking for the two
Trans-Lux Theatres at 585 Lexington
Ave. and 1144 Madison Ave., is now
being handled by the Brandt circuit.

Milwaukee, March 5.— "Gone With
the Wind," in its fifth and final week
at Fox's Palace drew $17,600. Second
money
"Doublethe Alibi"
and
Martha went
Raye, toplaying
Riverside,
with a $13,000 gross.
Estimated takings for the week ending Feb. 29:
"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
PALACE — (2,400) (75c-$1.10-$1.50) 7 days,
5th week.Alibi"
Gross:(Univ.)
$17,600. (Average, $4,000)
"Double
RIVERSIDE— (2,700) (30c-40c-55c) 7 days.
Stage: Martha Raye. Gross: $13,000. (Average, $6,500)
"I Take This Woman" (M-G-M)
"Young As You Feel" (ZOth-Fox)
STRAND
(25c-35c-50c)
7 days.
Gross:
$1,300.— (1,400)
(Average,
$1,500)
"My Little Chickadee" (Univ.)
"Castle on the Hudson" (W.B.)
WARNER — (2,400) (25c -35c- 50c) 7 days.
Gross: $5,300. (Average, $4,500)
"Grapes of Wrath" (20th-Fox)
WISCONSIN— (3,200) (35c-40c-60c) 7 days.
Gross: $8,400. (Average, $5,500)
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Review

Producers
it

By

W.
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Allied

Minneapolis, . March 5.— Motion
picture producers and distributors
were accused here today of carryingon a campaign of public misrepresentatifa^regarding their dealings with in,K rlident exhibitors.
ihe accusation was made at the
opening of a two-day meeting of the
Northwest Allied Theater Owners'
Association, called into special session
to consider means of combating activities of producers and distributors
which the Association regards as unfair.
Association spokesmen attacked the
producers specifically for announcing
publicly that contract cancellations up
to 20 per cent were being permitted,
whereas actually, the spokesmen said,
reports from exhibitors show such advantage isnot being granted.
They also described as untrue the
statements of producers to the effect
independent exhibitors were not being
forced to purchase newsreels and short
subjects as condition for obtaining
feature films.
The Association, which is affiliated
with the National Allied Theater
Owners Associations, reiterated its
support of the Neely bill, now pending in Congress. Resolutions embodytoday's
ing the points
discussions
are brought
expected out
to bein adopted
tomorrow.
For the first time in 25 yeirs, Al
Steffes did not preside at a meeting
of the organization.
Steffes :s ill in
Washington, D. C. Sam Ashe, Asso
ciation secretary, presided in his ab
sence.
AGVA

Elects

Board

In San Francisco
San Francisco, March 5.— Or
ganization of American Guild of
Variety Artists here is practically
completed, following election of an
executive board of 21 members.
Named on the AGVA executive
board are Lou Ashe, Will Aubrey
Jack Beekmann, Raymond Berta, Sol
Bright, Buddy Bowen, Mary Brooks,
June Buick, Edward Fox, Don Francisco, James Harvey, Elaine Kyley
Nadja Laurence, Caro Miller, Katherine Miller, Buddie O'Brien, John
O'Brien, Frank Rollet, Max Taras,
Catherine Toomay and Cliff Work.
Bischoff

Will

Make

'Singapore' at Col.
Hollywood, March 5.— Sam Bis
choff's
first
production
return to
Columbia
this following
week will his
be
"Singapore,"
based on a story by
Houston
Branch.
B. P. Schulberg, who was added to
Columbia's production roster earlier,
will begin work soon on "Ode to Liberty."
Picket St. Louis House
St. Louis, March 5. — The Rio,
newly opened neighborhood house, is
being picketed by the local operators
union, the 13th house of the St. Louis
Amusement Co. to be picketed. The
circuit, operated by the Fanchon &
Marco office, is engaged in a dispute
with the union.

Isle of Destiny
(RKO-Fim Arts)
Hollywood, March 5.— First of three pictures to be produced by
Franklyn Warner's Fine Arts Pictures for RKO release, "Isle of Destiny" is an adventure story in color of aviation and Marines in the
South Seas. Over long for its content, it nevertheless has a keynote of
strong action, taken from a pulp magazine story written by the prolific
Allan Vaughn Elston. William Gargan, Wallace Ford and June Lang
are the three top players, supported by Gilbert Roland, the late Etienne
Girardot, Katherine DeMille, Gran Richards, Tom Dugan, Harry Woods
and Ted Osborne.
Warner, who at one time produced for Grand National release and
who now has formed his own distribution corporation for his output
other than the RKO contract, has given this film a fine mounting, using
the Cosmocolor process of photography and the Cinecolor processing
of release prints. It is the first feature length film to be photographed
by Cosmocolor.
Arthur Hoerl, M. Coates Webster and Robert Lively wrote the adaptation of the Elston story, and Elmer Clifton directed.
The story is of topical exploitation value. Gargan and Ford, Marines
stationed on a South Sea island, both fall in love with a daring aviatrix,
sister of their commanding officer. Upon her visit to the island on a
round the world flight, she is kidnaped by a leader of a band attempting
to smuggle guns illegally to China, in order to divert the Marines' attention while he carries on his plot. Gargan and Ford rescue the girl
after an adventurous journey through the jungle, and she marries Gargan, who leaves the Marines to become a pilot.
Running time, 84 minutes. "G."*
Vance King
"G" denotes general classification.
Davidson
Pioneer Woman
Exhibitor Dead
Rosedale, Miss., March 5.—
Anne Nugent Lobdell, said to
be one of the first women to
own and manage a motion
picture theatre in the nation,
died at her family home here.
A college graduate, she entered the picture exhibition
field as manager of the Talisman here and later bought
the New Rosedale, which she
operated up to the time of
her death. Her mother, Mrs.
John Venable Lobdell, and
seven sisters and brothers
survive.

Trustee

Named
for

Frisco

Gross

San Francisco, March 5.— "Northwest Passage" took $20,500 at the
Fox, "Gone With the Wind" in the
fifth week drew $30,500 at the Warfield,
and "Swissat Family
Robinson,"
plus vaudeville
the Golden
Gate,
pulled $19,000.
Estimated takings for the week ending Feb. 27-March 2 :
Swiss Family Robinson" (RKO)
GOLDEN GATE— (?,850) (35c-40c-55c) 7
days. Stage: vaudeville. Gross: $19,000.
(Average, $15,000)
"The Invisible Man Returns" (Univ.)
"Blondie Brings Up Baby" (Col.)
ORPHEUM — (2,440) (15c-35c-40c) 7 days.
Gross: $9,000. (Average, $S,000)
"Northwest Passage" (M-G-M)
days.
FOX— $20,500.
(5,000) (Average,
(15c-30c-35c-40c)
Gross:
$16,000) 7
"Little Old New York" (ZOth-Fox)
"Charlie Chan in Panama" (20th-Fox)
PARAMOUNT
— (2,740) (Average,
(15c-30c-35c-40c)
days.
Gross: $11,000.
$11,500)7
"The Lion Has Wings" (U. A.)
"Chump at Oxford" (U. A.)
000)
UNITED ARTISTS— (1,200) (15c-35c-40c55c) 7 days. Gross: $8,500. (Average, $8,"The Man from Dakota" (M-G-M)
"Congo Maisie" (M-G-M)
ST. 2nd
FRANCIS—
(1,400) (15c-30c-35c-40c)
days,
week. Gross:
$5,700. (Average,7
$6,000)
"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
WARFIELD — (2.680) (75c-$1.10) 7 days,
"Harvest"
(Foreign)
5th week. Gross:
$30,500. (Average, $12,000)
CLAY—Gross:
(400) $1,400.
(15c-35c-40c)
7 days,
week.
(Average,
$1,000) 2nd
"A Woman's Face" (Foreign)
LARKIN— (390) (15c-35c-40c) 7 days.
Gross: $900. (Average, $1,000)

G.N.

A deadlock between contending
creditors during a hearing yesterday
on Educational Pictures resulted in
the selection of James A. Davidson
as trustee of Educational by Referee
John E. Joyce. The selection was
made after Referee Joyce ruled that
no majority had been voted for a
candidate.
The fight had developed earlier in
the hearing between Lloyd Wright
and Erpi on one side and Harry
Fromberg, trustee of Grand National
Pictures, on the other. Both groups
sought to elect the trustee, the Erpi
group winning out when Referee
Joyce chose Davidson, the present receiver.
'Street of Theatres'
Claims of Wright for $200,000 and
Proposed for Fair of the G.N. trustee for $964,000 were
{Continued from page 1)
disallowed temporarily by Referee
film museum and facilities for screen
Joyce as unliquidated. This rulingtests. It is estimated the exhibit left
contending forces without a mawould cost major companies $150,000.
jority and opened the way for the se
Inquiry revealed that several of the lection of Davidson by the Referee.
large companies are not in agreement
on either participation in the Fair or
Bingo
the form such participation should Pennsylvania
take.
Facing Test in Court
Lancaster, Pa., March 5.— District
Plan Amusement Center
Attorney K. L. Shirk has disclosed
Philadelphia, March 5. — Al J. that a test suit on lifting the ban
Chamberlain and Perry R. Hoffman, on Bingo in Lancaster County may
operating at Allentown and Williams- be brought before the Quarter Sessions
port, plan an amusement center, of court term starting March 1 1 .
which a de luxe theatre will be the
Shirk said that arrangements have
main feature, at their Island Park, been made by some county groups to
outdoor amusement park between Sun- advise him of the time and place of
bury and Northumberland, which they Bingo to be conducted at nearby
purchased three years ago.
Neffsville. He said if arrests should
be made soon, the case may be placed
'Wind' to London
on the March court list. Should the
operators be acquitted, he said, he felt
London, March 5.— "Gone With the
Wind" will open in London April 15 that games would be permitted thereafter. Otherwise, the ban on Bingo
at three houses, the Empire, Ritz and
Palace.
would remain, he added.

Legion Approves 10
Of 12 New
Pictures
National Legion of Decency has reviewed 12 films for the current week,
of which 10 are approved, eight for
general patronage and two for adults.
One is found objectionable in part and
the other condemned. New films and
their classifications follow :
Class A-l, Unobjectionable for General Patronage — "Blondie on a
Budget," "Bullet Code," "Bullets for
Rustlers," "Charlie Chan in Panama,"
"The Sagebrush Family Trails West,"
"The Showdown," "Texas Renegades," "Zanzibar." Class A-2, Unobjectionable for Adults — "Louise,"
"Outside the Three Mile Limit."
Class B, Objectionable in Part — "Road
Singapore."
—to "Human
Beast."Class C, Condemned
Van

Schmus

Is Host

To 150 at Screening
More than 150 persons were guests
of W. G. Van Schmus, managing director of the Music Hall, at a private
screening of "My Son, My Son!"
last night in two projection rooms.
After the screening, refreshments
were served to the assembled trade
press, theatre officials and their
friends. *
Among those present were Mr. and
Mrs. Martin Ouigley, Martin Quigley, Jr., J. J. Milstein, Mr. and Mrs.
Lynn Farnol, Jack Schlafer, James
Mulvey, Arthur Silverstone, James
Ivers, Pete Harrison, Harry Kosiner,
Al Margolies, Sam Shain, Mr. and
Mrs. Leonard Goldenson, Harry D.
Buckley, Henry Hull, Marian Rogers,
Muriel Babcock, Mr. and Mrs. Sam
Dembow, Gus Eyssell, Mr. and Mrs.
Leon Netter, Dorothy Bromley, John
D. Hertz, Jr. and George Morris.
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Ascap
New

Divided
Air

Picture

Over

Contracts

within Ascap's
opinion
Divided
radio
committee
on the new rate formula for the society's new contracts
with broadcasters is delaying completion of the committee's report, it was
learned yesterday.
The situation may result in submission of a minority report to the Ascap
board at the special meeting to be
called to consider the new contract
within the next week or two.
The minority group's stand was officially described as a "very strong attitude in opposition to the present
ideas" for the new contract. These
ideas, it is understood, contemplate
a formula which would increase network rates while offering some reductions to independents, especially for
sustaining programs.
The radio committee is scheduled to
meet tomorrow in an effort to complete its recommendations for the
board.

Radio

Writers

Ask

Court

Doubts

Any
Of

Coercion
Witnesses

Brevities

TELEVISION is turning to film house games for audience stimulation.
Starting March 16, and each Saturday thereafter, $25 will be given
away for winners of a game known as "Minute Mysteries."
A film called "Fast Fingers," starring Charles Coburn and Russell
Hicks, is played for 10 minutes and the audience is required to make
"yes or no" answers to 15 questions.
About 1,500 cards will be mailed
"Hams" Advertise Charlotte
out by NBC for the first show. The
correct answers are given on the folCharlotte, N. C, radio amalowing week. Anyone answering all
teurs are engaged in a camquestions correctly gets the $25 prize.
paign to advertise the city
If no one succeeds, then $15 goes to
over
the
world.
The in"hams"
the one with the highest number of
are boosting
the city
their
correct answers and $10 is added to
contacts with other amathe jackpot for the following week.
teurs. Robert E. Dawson freIn
the
event
of
ties,
prizes
are
diquently contacts the Byrd exvided.
pedition in the Antarctic.
The game is now being used in a
number of film houses throughout the
country. Roy Post and Austin Rip- sponsored by Griffin Shoe Polish,
ley, who have used the game for
picture magazines and radio, as well starting March 16 and continuing for
as television and film houses, are 52 weeks. The show will be heard
Saturdays at 8:30 P. M. over four
the copyright owners.
Mutual stations zuith IVOR as the

Newsreels for Television
local outlet. . . . Tivo shoivs spoiltThe Don Lee television station, sored by American Home Products,
For Ouster of Dies W6XAO, in Los Angeles, will re- "John's Other Wife" and "Just Plain
ceive newsreels of local events from Bill," now heard from 10:15 A. M.
(Continued from page 1)
to 10:45 over NBC-Red, zvill be
its
affiliate,
KFRC, San Francisco, switched
to the Blue network on
to be investigated by the House comunder
a
deal
set
with
Mel
Venter
and
mittee of which he is chairman . . .
March 25 and will be heard at a new
by making positive and negative rec- Al Hunter, in charge of special events time, 3:30 P. M. to 4, Mondays
commendations as to subject matter and news, respectively. Venter and through Fridays.
of motion pictures while he held such Hunter will select events to be covered with a camera and rush the comofficial position, Congressman Dies
Air-Ground Television Today
pleted films to Los Angeles where
was in effect constituting himself a
Weather
permitting, RCA will
they
will
be
televised.
political censor of motion pictures . . .
demonstrate
its
new two-way televiand has disqualified himself as an imProgram News
sion apparatus between airplane and
partial investigator of alleged unAmerican activities in the motion pic"Who Knows," a dramatic series ground today at 1 :30 P. M. The new
produced
by Jack Johnstone, will be portable cameras will be installed in
ture industry."
the United Air Lines Flight Research
and views of Manhattan from the air
will be available to all sets in this
area. After the experiment is completed, the cameras will be released
for use by NBC's television station
for pickups of regular radio programs
for television.
Film
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(Continued from pane 1)
opportunity of checking on charges in ij
a complaint, he contended. Moreover,,
the defendants already know of the
identity of at least 150 witnessed nd
have taken no steps to influence \ .-m,
he concluded.
Williams stated that Government
answers to interrogatories will disclose the identity of 550 prospective
witnesses. Many of these have exacted promises from the Government
that
their names will not be revealed,
he said.
Fear of retaliation is so great that
many witnesses have refused to testify,
he asserted. The Government was I
keeping its promise to protect witnesses by making this application,
Williams reiterated.
John F. Caskey, Louis D. Frohlich,
Robert W. Perkins and Edward C.
Raftery also opposed the application.
Each of them discounted the Government "worries" of coercion.
Schwartz raised the point that any attempt to regulate interviews of witnesses would be unconstitutional as
interfering with the private business
affairs of the companies.
Judge Goddard did not pass on the
question of a pre-trial conference to
simplify issues. Discussions on the
advisability of a pre-trial conference
will take place in the next few weeks,
attorneys stated.

Depinet Explains RKO
Ties to Theatre Companies
Ned E. Depinet, vice-president in
charge of sales for RKO, explained
yesterday at a pre-trial examination
in the Government's anti-trust suit
the advantages of affiliations between
the RKO production company and
RKO theatre companies.
RKO exhibition companies have
shown a readiness to cooperate with
Personalities in the News
company on "pioneerBarry Wood and the Lyti Murray the production
ing work" in contrast to the attitude
chorus will head the "Pursuit of Hap- of independent theatres, he declared. :J
piness" show over CBS on Sunday Moreover, the affiliated theatres have \
at 4:30 P.M.... Ben Gratter adds presented RKO pictures with showanother show to his list when he
manship and excellent advertising,
thereby
bringing
in above average retakes over "Battle of the Sexes" on
turns for films, he said.
March 19 over NBC-Red as announcer and commentator. . . .
The question of the advantage of
Dinah Shore has been signed as fea<- affiliation was answered by Depinet
tured singer on the Ben Bernie pro- after defense counsel had objected to
gram over CBS, starting Sunday. . . . it as being "the ultimate issue in the
Bobbv Fcldman, formerly with
Depinet also explained the factors
WNEW and WMCA, has joined the
WOR Artists Bureau. . . . Leonard which determine the choice by RKO of
Reinsch, manager of WHIG, Day- houses for first-run exhibition. Main
ton, has been transferred to WSB, essentials were amount of rental,
Atlanta, where he it'ill also act as reputation of the theatre and owner,
station manager. James Le Gate, of advertising and playing policy, and
WIOD, Miami, succeeds Reinsch. . . . the location of the theatre, he stated.
Sam and Bella Spctvaek, scenarists
Barney Balaban, president of Parcase." amount, will testify today, Depinet's
and Playwrights, will be "Information, examination
having ended yesterday.
Please" guests next Tuesday over
NBC-Blue
at 8:30
M. .". . R.
Henry Norzveb,
U. S.P.Ambassador
to
Rites for Robinson
Peru, succeeds the late Prof. A. E.
Funeral services will be held tomorKcnuclly, of Harz'ard, as a member
row for George Robinson, 70, widely
of the board of judges for the 1939 known theatre owner and operator of
William S. Paley Amateur Radio concessions, who died Monday night
Award.
at his home, 74 Lincoln Road, Brooklyn. He was part owner and manager
Adopts FM Tomorrow
of the New Brighton Theatre, with
WBNS, CBS affiliate in Colum- which he was associated for 20 years
bus, Ohio, will inaugurate fre- until the house ceased business about
quency modulation on its station 10 years ago. For 35 years he operW8XVH tomorrow.
ated concessions in Prospect Park.

s

On Soturday Night the Official Banquet will be held. The most sumptuous food you have
ever eaten! — Entertainment that is distinctly satisfying! — refreshing! — Famous speakers!
Practically every important personality in America — Bob Hope as Master of Ceremonies!

Plan to have a whale
of a time!
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War
U.

Taxes

Facing

Films

Abroad

Lange Visions Profitless
Years in Europe
By SHERWIN A. KANE
The film industry is faced with the
necessity of drastically revising its operations in Europe if those operations
are to be conducted profitably in the
future, Fred W. Lange, general European representative for Paramount,
who is in New York for his annual
home office visit, said yesterday.
Lange foresees a time, not far removed, when wartime or post-war taxation will be so widespread throughout
Europe and so burdensome that the
vast majority of Hollywood pictures
will not be able to return a profit in
those markets.
In this new business order, Lange
believes, it will not be profitable for
any American distributor to send
more than five or six of his top productions annually to Europe.
This will be the substance of the
report which he will make to John
W. Hicks, Paramount vice-president
and foreign department head, on the
latter's return from South America
on March 18, Lange said.
There is no doubt in Lange's mind
that there will always be a foreign
market for American films and a prof(Continued on page 10)

S.

For

Bares

550

Trust

Fight

U. S. Will Question
Sears on Monday
Having finished its questioning of Barney Balaban
yesterday at the pre-trust
trial examination, the Government will next hear Gradwell L. Sears, general sales
manager of Warner Bros. He
will testify Monday at 10:30
A.M. Federal Judge Goddard
on March 27 will discuss the
advisability of a pre-trial conference of attorneys.

Files

Feature
At

Service
Showing

Regular

Prices

on

Majors

300-Page Reply to Defendants' Queries;
Cites Alleged Instances of Coercion
And

Monopolistic

Tactics

By IRA WIT
The Federal Government discloses the identity of 550 prospective witnesses in its New York anti-trust suit against the majors in a 300-page
answer
the defendants' interrogatories which it filed yesterday in U. S.
District toCourt.
In contrast with the Government's bill of particulars previously filed
in the suit, the consolidated answer details several hundred alleged inFor Names

U. S. Film

Witnesses

of the 550 Witnesses

See Page

7

stances of coercive methods employed to obtain independent theatres or
of discriminatory tactics against unaffiliated exhibitors.
A list of statistical charts and reference books upon which the Government expects to rely in presenting its case also was set forth. Additionally, the answers indexed 1,040 franchise and licensing agreements
which the Government will use in an attempt to show that monopoly
has been practiced by the majors.
This list includes agreements for the
1934-'35, 1935-'36 and 1936-'37 seasons
Industry Advised
which were supplied by the defendants,
the answer explains. Wherever a liTo 'Clean' House
censing agreement is listed, it will include all deal sheets and modifications,
the Government stated.
The answer pointed out that addiWashington, _ March 6.— Urging
tional lists of agreements for other
that the motion picture industry clean
its own house, Representative John G. seasons may be added from time to
Alexander, of Minnesota, today de- time. The table of witnesses named
manded that Congress call a halt to are divided into two groups, those lo(Continued on page 7)
the enactment of business legislation
which he said is destroying individual
initiative.

A production of the United States
Film Service, "The Fight for Life,"
produced by Pare Lorentz from a portion of Paul de Kruif's book of the
same title, is showing at regular admission prices at the Belmont Theatre
on 48th St. and is designed for general
distribution.
The film, running 69 minutes, and
the first feature length picture produced by the Government film unit,
of which Lorentz is a director, deals
Atlas' RKO
Holding with the treatment of maternity cases
in slum areas.
Fixed at $3,414,311
George Gerke, head of the U. S.
Inserting in the record a letter from
Investment of Atlas Corp. in RKO Film Service in New York, describes
is indicated at $3,414,311 in the annual the film as the dramatization of a na- Ben Ashe, secretary of Northwest Altional problem, and designed to pubreport of the investment trust released
lied, to W. H. Workman of M-G-M,
licize
the work of several Govern- charging that the company had staged
yesterday. This represents an in(Continued on page 2)
a preview in Minneapolis for the purcrease of $981,429 over the investment
listed in the annual report for 1938,
pose of influencing attending organizations to condemn the Neely bill, Alexand is accounted for largely by the Arrangements
Set
ander declared that the industry
underwriting of new RKO common
For Quigley Award should clean house "and rectify their
stock by Atlas last December.
The Atlas investment in Paramount
program so as to meet the criticism
Final arrangements are being com- on
the part of the public which favors
underwent no change during the year.
pleted for the presentation of the
According to the company's portfolio, 1939 Quigley Grand Awards at the the Neely bill."
'Why is it necessary to make such
it consists of 4,300 shares of first pre- Victor Hugo restaurant in Hollyferred stock with a market value as
wood, on March 12. In addition to business problems matters of legislation?" he asked. 'Why do we have to
of Dec. 30, 1939, of $367,650, and 5,000 the presentation luncheon given by
shares of second preferred, listed at Martin Quigley, a week's program of try, and I believe foolishly, to legislate business ethics and principles of
activities has been provided by the
$45,000.
business management ?
The only other Atlas investment in welcoming committee.
the film industry listed in the portfolio
A-Mike Vogel left for Hollywood
"It is not only foolish, but it is just
consists of 7,000 shares of General yesterday via American Airlines, in another one of the many insidious
Theatres Equipment Corp. with a advance of the Awards party, expected ways in which we are doing away
market value of $87,500 on Dec. 30, to arrive at the end of the week. with individual initiative, contaminatlast. This, too, represents no change Ray Bell, winner of the Silver Grand
ing business with politics, and otherAward, leaves from Washington, and
from the preceding year.
wise destroying the sound and fundamental principles of free American
Lige Brien, winner of the Bronze
The investment company's portfolio Grand
Award, from Ambridge, Pa.
(Continued on page 9)

Balaban
On

Quizzed

Theatre

Deals

Barney Balaban, president of Paramount Pictures, stated at a pre-trial
examination yesterday in the New
York anti-trust suit that many independent theatre owners obtain films at
a lower rental than Paramount Circuit
theatres.
In answer to a series of questions
on the relative advantages of affiliated
houses and independents, Balaban insisted that a substantial number of independants had the edge in securing
cheaper rentals on product and that,
on the whole, they were doing a more
atres.
prosperous business than affiliated theIn many instances, Paramount leases
its theatres to independents because of
better results, the Paramount president said. As added evidence of his
belief, Balaban pointed out the case of
(Continued on page 4)

2

Motion
U. S. Film

i

Daily

Feature

►

CASEY, Hollywood producers' labor contact, left for the Coast
following a two weeks' visit
nightYork.
last
in New
•
W. G. Van Schmus, Hal Horne,
Lou Brecher, Robert Savini, William German, James Mulvey, Sam
Shain, Ed Hatrick, A. P. Waxman, Jack Schlaifer, Jack Goetz,
Joseph Malcom, Sam Citron,
William Fitelson, Joseph Plunkett, Michael Bartlett, Al Bondy,
J. J. Milstein, Harry Thomas,
Alan Freedman and Jack Mills
lunching at Bob Goldstein's Tavern
yesterday.
•
Joseph Lee, John D. Hertz, Jr.,
Robert Milton, Arthur Lewis,
Charles Washburn, George Dembow, Barry Jones, Kenyon Nicholson, John Byram and Sydney
day
Phillips lunching at Sardi's yester•

At
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Premiere of 'Edison'
Trenton,
J., March last
6.—
The
StateN. Assembly
night passed a resolution
sponsored by Edgar Williamson, Jr., of Essex calling on
M-G-M to hold the national

(.Continued from page 1)
ment departments, notably the Housing Administration and the Public
premiere of "Edison the Man"
Health Service.
at the Oranges and Maplewood in Essex County which
No distribution arrangement has
were closely connected with
been determined as yet, Gerke said,
the inventor's life.
pending public reaction during the
Belmont engagement, although he indicated that major distribution may be
sought. The first of the Film Ser- Court Ousts 50 Nick
vice's subjects, "The Plough That
Appointees to Union
Broke the Plains," was distributed by
the Service itself, with no charge to
St. Louis, March 6. — Membership
exhibitors. The second, "The River," in Local 143, Motion Picture Operators' Union, of 50 to 60 men taken
also
mount.a short, was distributed by Para- in by John P. Nick from July, 1935,
to April, 1939, while he was boss of
Whether or not "The Fight for the
union was invalidated today by
Life" would be given a Production Circuit Judge Oakley. The judge
Code Seal cannot be determined, since
enjoined Nick and his
under a resolution passed by the di- permanently
rectorate ofthe M.P.P.D.A. last year, aids from interfering with the union.
The Court said Nick and Clyde
films produced by Government agenA.
former business agent of
cies for public information do not re- the Weston,
union, had issued membership
quire Code Seals.
It is planned to sell this film to cards to many men "who enjoyed
Joseph Goetz, RKO assistant di- theatres, rather than offer it free, to bad reputations and were known as
sion manager in Cincinnati, in charge defray the cost of production and
Robert
A. Roessel, attorney for the
characters."
of personnel, was undergoing treat- prints. The money thus acquired police
ment at Christ Hospital for a throat would go to the Government, since it union, said most of the 50 to 60 men
ailment, when his wife was brought is an operation of one of its agencies. were employed in some of the Fanchon & Marco Theatres. He said
in for an emergency operation. Both
The film dramatically pictures the only half of the 80 operators working
are doing well.
•
work of the staff of the Chicago Ma- in the F.&M. shows are in good standternity Center, detailing the manner
William F. Rodgers, Charles E.
ing in the union.
in which obstetrical cases are handled
McCarthy, Arthur Hopkins, Milton Shubert, Eddie Grainger, among' slum families. The film was Bioff Hearing Today
George Kaufman and Elmer Rice shot for the most part in silent form
at the Center and in the homes of the
at Nick's Hunting Room in the Astor tenement mothers in childbirth, most
Settles Chicago Fate
for lunch yesterday.
•
Chicago, March 6.— The hearing
of them on relief, in Midwestern industrial cities. The direct dialogue of William Bioff, Coast I.A.T.S.E.
Leonard Peacock, owner of the
and musical score were in- leader, on an old Chicago charge,
Gary and Isis, Calgary, Alberta, and sequences
serted in Hollywood.
opened here this morning in Criminal
his wife are on a motor tour to WashPrices for the current run at the Court before Judge Prystalski.
ington, Florida, Mexico, California,
State Senator Abe Marovitz,
and Utah, from which they will re- Belmont are 25 cents to 1 P. M., 35
cents
to
2
P.
M.,
55
cents
to
6
P.
M.
Bioff's
attorney, made a plea that it
turn in May.
•
and 75 cents to closing. The mezza- was unjust to press a misdemeanor
charge after such a lapse of time, folnine is priced at $1.10 all day.
William Wyler, director, and his
lowing testimony by Bioff and cross
wife, Margaret Tallichet, return
today on the Nieuw Amsterdam from
examination
by Assistant State's AtTwo Hays Speches
torney Cunningham. Bioff testified
a West Indies cruise. Other passenWill H. Hays, president of as to his activities from the time of
gers are Jack Alicoate and Mrs.
M.P.P.D.A., will be chief speaker the original charge until his arrest on
Bernarr McFadden.
•
at the Founder's Day meeting of the the Coast recently. Marovitz will conPhi Delta Theta fraternity, of which
tinuesumed
his plea
when the hearing is reG. Ralph Branton, Tri-States
tomorrow.
he
is a member, in Indianapolis SatTheatre business manager, accompaurday night. Next Tuesday afternied by his wife and daughter, has
noon he will address School of Buzzell Must Face
left Des Moines for a three-week vaEngineering students at Princeton
cation in California.
University.
•
Jury in Auto Case
Arthur Lee, general manager of
Los Angeles, March 6. — J. W.
G. B., is at the Canadian office of
Buzzell, executive secretary of the
Bookers Club to Meet
Central Labor Council and a figure in
Empire-Universal Films, Ltd., ToThe Bookers' Club, organization of
ronto.
New York exchange bookers, will union discussions with producers over
•
10 per cent wage inhold an open meeting March 18 at the requested
crease revocation, must face a jury
Ben Atwell has joined the Walt the Lincoln Hotel, at which several
Disney publicity staff for the "Pinoc- prominent guest speakers, to be an- trial March 25 on a charge of reckless driving growing out of a traffic
nounced later, will discuss topics of
chio"
atre. engagement at the Center Theaccident in which his car allegedly
major
interest
to
the
trade.
•
struck a group of bystanders and the
victim of another mishap.
Anna Bell Ward, of the ElliotWard Enterprises, Lexington, Ky., is personal appearance tour with Terry
Kilburn.
in New York for a few days.
Music Hall Bookings
•
•
■
Three
United Artists' releases are
P. W. Mahon, owner of theatres
Eugene Vogel, M-G-M salesman scheduled to go into the Music Hall
in Prince Albert, Sask., has been vis- in Albany and brother of Joseph R.
iting in Toronto.
during
and April.
"Rebecca"
is due toMarch
open there
on March
28 and
•
Vogel, Loew's
birthday
today. executive, observes a it will
be followed by "My Son, My
•
Rosalind Russell is vacationing
Son !" and "Over the Moon."
at Miami Beach.
J. Robert Rubin, vice-president and
•
Nassau. of Loew's, has returned from Metro Gets English Film
Anita Louise heads the vaudeville treasurer
•
M-G-M has purchased the right to
bill at Loew's State
• beginning today.
B. B. Reingold, 20th Century-Fox release in the United States "The
manager in St. Louis, is vacationing Stars Look Down," English picture
Charles Levy of RKO's exploita- in
Florida.
produced abroad by I. Goldsmith.
tion department has returned from a

PAT

A.G.V.A.

To

in

Bid

Stagehands

And

Musicians

Continuing its efforts to obtain support of other unions for its organizational campaign, the American Guild
of Variety Artists today will seeW/i
enlist the aid of Local 802 offTO
Musicians Union and the Stagehands
Union, Local 1, of the I.A.T.S.E.
Hoyt S. Haddock, A.G.V.A. executive secretary, will confer with leaders
of the two local unions to obtain a
joint agreement under which each
group will respect the picket lines of
the others. Stagehands and musicians
ment.
already
operate under such an agreetwo weeks
ago,Internationthe Hote';
andAbout
Restaurant
Employes
al Alliance pledged their aid to A. G.
V. A.
With all actor unions obligated to
aid A.G.V.A., supported by the musicians and stagehands will give A. G
V. A. united backing for its campaign,
particularly because the Theatrical
Teamsters Union is likely to follow
the lead of the stagehands.
A.G.V.A. 's campaign against Broadway motion picture presentation houses
is awaiting the formal completion of
its franchise agreement with the Artists Representatives Association. As
soon as this contract is signed, most
of the talent agencies operating in the
vaudeville field will be forbidden to
represent any non-union performers.
Ampa

Meeting

Today

Three additional publishers' representatives have been added to the program of the Ampa book luncheon
today at Dempsey's restaurant. Columbia has arranged for the presence of
William Harlow Briggs, editor of
Harper & Bros. ; George Stevens,
editor of Lippincott & Co., and Sumner Putman, advertising manager ofFarrar & Rhinehart.
Maxine

Elliott Dies

Cannes, France, March 6.— Maxine Elliott, 67, noted actress of both
the European and American theatre,
died last night. Miss Elliott retired
from the theatre in 1920 after a 30year stage career.
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Questions
Hollywood

Balaban

Upon

Theatre

Deals

Review

"Dr. Cyclops"
(Paramount)

Hollywood, March 6. — To the unsophisticates of all ages, "Dr. Cyclops" will present as neat a series of "goose bumps" as has ever been
(Continued from page 1)
Emil Stern in Chicago, who had built induced by a motion picture. An eerie, fantastic, yet powerfully told
up a dozen losing Balaban & Katz story, it delves into pseudo-scientific matters, being the tale of a mad
houses after securing them from Para- biologist in the Inca jungles who, through the harnessing of radio-active
mount.
pitch-blende, can reduce mammals, including humans, to miniature size
Special Assistant Attorney General without impairing their physical and nervous structures.
Robert L. Wright attempted to show
It is a picture so bizarre that it inevitably will create much word of
through Balaban that Paramount rig- mouth interest. It is a triumph for producer Dale Van Every, for direcidly regulated the policy of its affiliates
tor Ernest B. Schoedsack — no stranger to the fantastic in motion pictures,
from the home office. Balaban, however, claimed that associated houses and for the technical workers. Filmed in color, it marks an outstanding
select their own films and formulate step in the use of color process photography.
their own policies without interferAlbert Dekker makes the most of his role, that of the crazed scientist,
ence by the New York office.
and
gives it a blood-curdling air. Others in the cast are Thomas Coley,
Paramount has no fixed policy in Janice
Logan, Charles Halton, Victor Kilian, Frank Yaconelli, Paul
acquiring new houses, he continued. Fix, Frank Reicher.
If a local theatre man is convinced of
To Schoedsack, to cinematographer Henry Sharp and his associate,
the necessity of building, acquiring or
altering a theatre, he takes the matter Winton Hoch ; to process photographers Farciot Edouart (one time
up with the theatre department, Bala- Academy special effects award winner) and Wallace Kelly, goes the
ban stated.
credit for the advanced technologal methods used in creating the unusual
The Paramount president described effects.
the increased difficulties of the large
Coley, Miss Logan and Halton are sent to aid Dekker in his experifilm companies. While admission
ments in his jungle laboratory. When they insist upon staying after disprices and attendance has dropped
missal by Dekker and learn the mystery of his experiments, he transsince 1929 production costs have almost doubled, he asserted.
forms them, his servant and a mule driver into miniature people by use
Advantages of affiliation between of radium. Two are killed, the remainder escape, and after killing the
producing companies and theatre con- doctor, grow to normal size again.
cerns were explained by Balaban over
the objections of attorneys for the
Running time, 75 minutes. "G."*
Vance King
defendants. A producing company ob*"G" denotes general classification.
tains better handling and advertising
of its films and an assured outlet
when it owns theatres, he said.
Balaban, who testified for the entire day, ranged from his early days Short
Patriotic Theatres
in the industry in 1908 to his policies
The I.T.O.A. at a meeting
as president of Paramount. He stated
yesterday
voted unanimously
that Paramount purchased a twoto add a patriotic note to
thirds interest -in Balaban & Katz in
screen programs by playing
1925 because his company was recog- Subject
nized as a leader in the exhibition
"The Star Spangled Banner"
field.
at the beginning of each performance and close the shows
Review
with another patriotic song.
The suggestion was made
Const Flashes
by the New York Federation
of Women's Clubs, which is
"March of Time, No. 8"
urging all theatres in the
(RKO)
State to do the same.
Hollywood, March 6. — Either Don
"Canada at War" is the title of the
Quixote or William Shakespeare will latest "March of Time" release and
be second of Frank Capra productions it describes the activities of our neigh'69th' Scores Big
for Warner release following combor to the north, now that it has become
one
of
the
belligerent
powers.
pletion of "The Life of John Doe."
Aside from the fact that it should
$16,800 in Buffalo
For the first time in recent years, bring an awareness to United States
Buffalo,
March 6.— "The Fighting
citizens
of
how
close
the
war
is
to
Hollywood technicians, members of
69th,"best
coupled
the Pacific Coast Section of SMPE, our shores, the reel has little to offer. was
here with
with "High
$16,800 School"
at the
will hold a meeting devoted to discus- It contains the usual shots of marching soldiers, officers preparing war Great Lakes. "Little Old New York"
sion of motion picture theatre designs
maps, an aviation training project and made $8,000 at the Hippodrome, while
and needs. At Monday night's dinner
"Mythe Little
Chickadee" made $11,000
meeting, the group will hear S. Charles sea scenes. Highlight of the reel is at
Lafayette.
Lee, theatre architect, and E. H. a scene showing the soldiers at SalvaEstimated takings for the week endtion Army and Y.M.C.A. headquarMarks of National Theatre Supply
ing March 2:
Co.
ters. Running time, 18 mins.
"Broadway Melody of 1940" (M-G-M)
BUFFALO— (3,000) (30c-35c-55c) 7 days.
Cliff Lewis, Paramount studio diDArtega and orchestra, Ben Yost Varsity
Singers, Helene Daniels and Gertrude Lutzi
rector of advertising publicity and ex- Virginia City Awaits
in Musical Moods. Gross: $11,800. (Averploitation, today assumed active charge
$12,000)
Big Premiere Influx "The age,Fighting
of the publicity department, making
69th" (W. B.)
"High
School"
(ZOth-Fox)
Bert Holloway general publicity asNevada officials are making arGREAT LAKES — (3,000) (30c-50c) &A
rangements for an influx of thousands days.
sistant. George Thomas was transGross: $16,800. (Average, $7,500)
ferred from advertising to publicity of visitors to Reno and Virginia City "Little Old New York" (20th-Fox)
Llano Kid" (Para.)
to handle wire service syndicate and March 16 for the celebration in con- "The
HIPPODROME — (2,500) (25c-35c) 7 days.
other outlets of planting.
nection with the three-theatre pre- Gross: $8,000. (Average, $6,800)
Jean Bosquet, who formerly did this
Family
(RKO)
miere of Warners' "Virginia City," "Swiss
"Saint's Double Robinson"
Trouble" (RKO)
work, was assigned to unit publicity according to the company.
TWENTIE
TH
CENTURY-(
3,50O) (25cwriting. John Del Valle was shifted
The attraction will be the personal 35c) 7 days. Gross: $7,500.
(Average
from special assignments to unit duty. appearance of 40 players, in addition $6,800)
"My
Little
Chickadee" (Univ.)
The changes were necessitated by the to some 150 newspaper writers and "Missing Evidence
" (Univ.)
resignation of Terry DeLapp, studio photographers who will cover the
LAFAYETTE— (3,300) (25c -35c) 7 days
Gross:
$11,000.
(Average
, $6,300)
publicity director.
premiere.

Tips

on

Exploitation
Albany Bill Named

for

Film,
'Many
Husbands'
N. Y.
State
Senator Edward J.
Coughlin has named his measure outlawing multiple alimony after the title
of the new Columbia film, "Too MgR-v
Husbands." The stunt, agreed t# ''
the legislator to publicize his measure,
was arranged by Columbia's exploitation department, headed by Frank McGrann.
Letters to Doctors
Aid 'Ehrlich' Run
Boston, March 6. — The Metropolitan Theatre sent out 2,500 letters to
prominent doctors and physicians in
Boston, calling attention to "Dr.
Ehrlich's Magic Bullet." The letters
were personally signed by the manager of the theatre.
In Albany, State Commissioner ofJ
Health Dr. E. S. Godfrey has sent!
letters to doctors and nurses in his:j
locality praising the film, after attending a special screening for the medical
profession.
Story Writing Test
Used
on 'Friday'
Vancouver,
B. C, March 6.— Maynard Joiner, manager of the Capitol
here, featured a mystery story writing
contest in his exploitation on "His|
Girl Friday." Arlie Mills, 19, won a
week's work with the Evening Sun}
local daily, at a salary of $25.
'Lincoln,' 'Blue Bird'
Are Dualed by RKO
RKO circuit in the New York
metropolitan area will play a double
bill combination of RKO's "Abe
Lincoln in Illinois" and "The Blue
Bird," 20th Century-Fox film, starting tomorrow at the Albee in BrookOn March 14 the combination will
open for a week at the Palace on]
Broadway;
on March 21 at Manhatlyn.
tan neighborhoods and March 28 at
Brooklyn neighborhoods.
The strong double bill is a feature
of the John J. O'Connor business
drive, honoring the general manager
of the circuit, which starts today and
endsJ. April 10. A total of 54 theatre
N.
are participating in Greater New
York, Trenton and New Brunswick,

Honor Chamberlain
Philadelphia, March 6. — Al ].l
Chamberlain, who in association with
Perry R. Hoffman, operates a group
of houses at Allentown and Williamsport, will be tendered a testimonial
dinner by the Variety Club on April
1 at the Warwick Hotel, marking his
30th year in the business. Chief
Barker Jay Emanuel is in charge of
arrangements.

Rites
Mayo's
Mother
Funeral for
services
for Mrs.
Emma
Spiegel Kahn, mother of Archie
Mayo, film director, were held yes-i
terday at the Park West Chapel here,
followed by interment in Mount
Neboh cemetery. Mayo flew from
Hollywood to attend the funeral.
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{Continued from page 1)
cities and those in smaller
key
in
cated
towns throughout the country.
These witnesses are described as
persons with knowledge of alleged
monopolistic methods of the majors in
their particular theatre areas, but are
specifically named as complainants.
- "another part of the answer, the
Government details a list of agreements between majors to share prod' uct in specific cities.
Agreements between the defendants
for the pooling of theatres in different
areas also are listed. As to alleged
understandings by majors to divide
theatre territory, the Government
states that it cannot, at present, set
them forth specifically.
Names 23 Independent Producers
Alleged monopoly in the production
field is covered in a separate part of
the answer. The Government itemizes
23 independent producers, many now
out of business, who will claim that
they were systematically excluded
from the production field by the
majors.
The Government's reply asserts that
the following "have knowledge that
pictures of independent producers
have been excluded from first run
metropolitan theatres affiliated with
exhibitor-defendants ; that when independent producers have attempted to
license pictures for exhibition in such
theatres they have been refused, and
that pictures produced by independent
producers have been equivalent or superior in entertainment value to the
such theatres" :
exhibited in
product
I. E. Chadwick,
Louis Weiss, Harry
S. Webb, Reliable Pictures; A. W.
Hackel, Supreme Pictures ; Arthur
Alexander, Colony Pictures ; Clifford
Sanforth and Harry Spitz, Cameo
Pictures & Imperial Corp. ; John N.
Hicks, Academy Pictures ; R. N. Like,
International Film Studios ; Leslie
Simmons, Excelsior Pictures ; Emanuel Cohen, Major Pictures Corp
Fred Futter, Futter Prod. ; Nat Levine ; Maury Cohen ; Carl Leserman
Grand National Dist. Corp. ; Samuel
Katzman, Victory Pictures ; Boris
Petroff ; Harold Lewis, B. F. Zeidman Prod. ; Leo J. McCarthy ; Rus
sell Mack; Phil Goldstone and E. B
Derr, Crescent Pictures, all of California, and Edward J. Peskay, New
York.
Claim 'Forcing' of Shorts
Names of witnesses which the Government will call with regard to its
claim of "forcing" shorts are also
listed by the Government.
The following persons are said by
the Government to have knowledge of
exhibition monopoly of first run films
in 28 key cities :
ALBANY
Abraham Stone.
ATLANTA
Charles A. Adams, L. W. Carter, Jack
Elwell, O. L. Gaston, Frank Harris, Robert
R. Meyer, W. T. Murray, C. H. Rogers,
Claude D. Swint and George Wilby.
BOSTON
Irving Isaacs, Max L. Levenson, Frederick
E. Lieberman, Walter B. Littlefield, E. M.
Loew, David Stoneham, Max Shoolman and
Nathan Yamins.
BROOKLYN
Julius Charnow, Samuel Rhonheimer, Rudolph Sanders, Samuel Strausberg, William
H. Applegate, Tr., Samuel Goodman, Albert
A. Hovell, Edward L. Hyman, S. W. Kaufman, Jack La Reaux, H.. Clay Miner,
Charles H. Moses, Martin Newman, Wil-
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liam Price, Fred J. Schwartz, Leslie R.
Schwartz and Joseph R. Springer.
BUFFALO
Nicholas J. Basil, Nikitas Dipson, A. C.
Hayman and Max Yellen.
CHARLOTTE, N. C.
Ellis Blumenthal, W. G. Carmichael, Robert G. Hofheimer,
T. A. Little and J. F.
White,
Jr.
CHICAGO
Angelo Brescia, Harold Costello, Robert
Farrell, Fred A. Gilford, Aaron Jones, John
Jones, Jack Kirsch, Edward Mager, Sam
Meyers, Jack Rose, Maurice H. Salkin, Carmelo Scribno, Irving Sevin, Edwin Silverman, Harry Solomon, Leo Solomon, Emil
Stern, Salvatore Tomaso and Herman Zoble
CINCINNATI
Frank W. Huss, Jr., Harold Bernstein,
Asher Mayer and Saul H. Greenberg.
CLEVELAND
Meyer Kaplan, Meyer S. Fine, Max Lefkowich, Moe B. Horowitz
and Perce E. Essick.
DALLAS
L. G. Bessinger, H. A. Cole, D'onald
Dixon, L. L. Dunbar, O. C. Easter, Bob
Euler, R. Z. Glass, Charles L. Hefley, H. C.
Houston, Paul Scott, R. J. Stinnett, R. P.
Condron and F. M. Baker.
DENVER
E. B. Ellison, DeWitt C. Webber and
Charles Mclntire.
HOUSTON
O. B. Bridges, J. L. Greenwood, Jack
Groves, Sam Kirchheimer, T. G. Teeter and
Robert Wygant.
KANSAS CITY
Charles Esterly, Frank C. Grubel, Jimanuel
Rolsky, Stanley H. Schwartz and Jack
F. Truitt.
LOS ANGELES
Max Chotiner, Joe Leo, Robert Gumbiner,
Joseph G. Venable, I.T.O. of Southern California, Milton Arthur, Benjamin M. Bernstein, Jack Berman, William Fox, H. W
Choti ner, R. D. Whitson and Herman Lewis.
MEMPHIS
J. J. Rhodes.MILWAUKEE
Ross J. Baldwin, James Boden, George
Fischer, B. K. Fischer, Earl W. Fischer
Andrew C. Gutenberg, J. E. Honthauer,
Elmer G. Huhnke. Ernst Langemack, Harry
Perlewitz, John H. Silliman, Wilfred Wagner and Charles Washicheck.
MINNEAPOLIS
Bennie Berger, George Benz and William
A. Steffes.
NEWARK
A. Bannon, John Firkoess, George Gold.
H. A. Kridel, Myron Robinson, M. B
Schlesmger and B. Tendler.
NEW ORLEANS
E. M. Thomassie, J. L. Alsina, M. J.
Brunet, R. J. Brunet, Clarence Chandler,
Gustave Coats, W. A. Fonseca, Alfred
Grosz, Frank R. Heiderich, M. S. Hem-E.
street, E. Junqua, Bert Kiern, R. J. Langndge, Henry Lazarus, Michel Pisciatto,
Frank RufFino, W. J. Salles, Philip A. Sliman and John Winberry.
NEW YORK
Laurence Bolognino, John Bolte, Howard
S. Cullman, Dave Rosenzweig, Joseph M.
Seider, Monroe Stein, Israel Zatkin and
Bernard Zimetbaum.
OMAHA
Ralph D. Goldberg and Sam Epstein.
PHILADELPHIA
David Barrist, Allen M. Benn, Herbert
Elliott, Ben Fertel, William Goldman,
George T. Graves, Thomas Lazarick, David
Milgram, George Naudascher, Harry Perelman, Milton Rogasner, Henry Rosinsky,
Sidney Samuelson, Charles Segall, David
Shapiro, Sam Somerson, William Spiegal
Columbus Stamper, Samuel
Yaffe and George F. Wielland.Waldman I
PITTSBURGH
William D. Davis, Thomas A. Gilbert and
Charles Morse.
PORTLAND, ORE.
R. W. Wood, Bob White. H. J. Updegraff, C. Mitchell. Hugh McCredie, Carl
Lowe, Lillian Lockwood, G. E. Jackson
William Graeper, Jr., I Geller,
Cutts, Kenneth Cocheline, Joseph William
Kenneth Ames and H. L. Aikins Brandt
SAN FRANCISCO
Joseph Blumenfeld, William Fox, John J
Franklin Al Hixon, H. LeBallister, Allen
Lee, H. S. Levm, N. Marnier, M. L. Markowitz, Charles G. Michaels, George
Nasser
and Charles E. SEATTLE
Petersen.
J. Von Herberg and LeRoy V. Johnson
ST. PAUL
Bennie Berger, Howard Dale, Milton E
Montgomery, Joseph Friedman and William
A. Steffes.
WASHINGTON, D. C.
Fred S. Kogod, Charles H. Oliver and
William E. S. Wilcox.
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Trust

Each of the following named persons
is alleged, to nave knowledge tnat m
tlie area in which he is located there
nas been a monopoly of first or prelerred run exlubition of films :
Al-AoAlVIA
W. E. Bruce, ^einia; D. E. Ponder,
ARIZONA
Opelika.
Robert F. Kilieen, rrnucnix; Nick Diamos,
lucson; rranic uiamos, lucson.

Trial

MAINE
Newell B. Kurson, Bangor; Willard B.
Harwood, Gardiner; Erland E. Hardy,
Farmington; John Alton Bragg, Farmington; H. H. Paul, Farmington; Wilbur F.
Goodwin, Kennebunkport ; Abraham L.
Goldsmith, Orono; Abraham Goodside,
Portland; E. M. Loew, Portland; Carroll
T. Cooney, Sr., Waldoboro; Carroll T.
Cooney, Jr., Waldoboro.
MASSACHUSETTS
John S. Giles, Cambridge; F. M. Perry,
Foxboro;
EdwardSiano,
T. Bloomberg,
ter; William
Lexington; GloucesGeorge
Ramsdall, Maiden; Joseph G. Spitz, Somerville; Adolph Bendsled, Wellesley Hills.
MICHIGAN
Paul D. Ratliff, Berrien Springs; Margaret R. Vanden Berg, Grand Haven;
Samuel H. Himelstein, Grand Rapids; Milton Ward, Ionia; Hollis H. Chase. Lake
Odessa; Harvey Callier, Loyola; W. A.
Cassidy, Midland; Oscar W. Kendall, Muskegon; Gerald L. Kern, Niles; M. G. Willett, Owosso.
MINNESOTA
Irving Gillman, St. Paul; Mrs. Jessie L.
Jensen, White Bear Lake; Carl P. Knudsen, Red Lake Falls.
MISSOURI
Mrs. Marion C. Miller, Boonville; Oliver
W. Williams, Brookfield; A. C. Bowman,
Nevada; J. T. Ghosen, Sedalia; G. L.
Hooper, Topeka.
MISSISSIPPI
Raymond
H.
Fisher, Belzoni; B. Suddith,
Vicksburg.
Laurel; W. R. Pattie, Leland; Guy Adams,

M. J. Hope;
Kilboum,aauijtsentonvine;
R. V.Kgck,
Mciiiums,
Harris, i^iccie
cugene X. Ouvcr, Latue Kock; r. J.
Uaugnerty, west neiena; J. J. Knodes,
West Memphis.
CALIFORNIA
Richard L. .Dare, carmei; William J.
rauey, compton; o. w. rage, r,xeter,
Unvm E. uiew, rlony wood; ;>ieve CnoraK,
luount snasta; L. i^. iiara, rasadena; w.
n.
oan jjraman,
Mateo. san isernaruino; u. a. uvin,
COLORADO
H. E. Gollogner, Uurango; A. N. Beezley,
i^itueton ; j. j. uoodstein, Congmont.
CONNECTICUT
William Brown, ureenwicu; Edward M.
resKay, Greenwicn; ivi. .coew, .Boston.
LiELAWAKE
A. J. Belair, wnmington; Harry BrubaKer, Wilmington.
FLORIDA
Robert H. Boaraman, at. Petersburgh;
Harry Bott, Miami; Mrs. Jessie Mae
MONTANA
r>rowne,
.bradenton;
Mrs. Jessie Mae
William E. Woolfall,
Butte; E. E. Harris,
Brown, Jfaimetto; J. L. Churcnwell, fa Butte; C. L. Griffith, Billings; Oscar C.
nama
City; Aaron
Coursnen, Miami Paisley, Missoula.
.Deacn; jonn A. Cunningnam, Miami; JN.
NEBRASKA
vwortn;
. Darley,
i'ampa;
Louis
ooodbread,
Lake
Frank
E.
Hollingsworth,
Beatrice; F. C.
a.
core, Tampa; B. L. Hall,
Luchsinger,
Columbus;
William
YoungDeland; U. V. Marquis, Fort Pierce; Har- claus,
Grand Island; Sol O. Reif, N.Hastings;
low Merryday, .falatka; Sidney Meyer
Lincoln;George
GeorgeO. F.Monroe,
MonMiami; M. C. Moore, Jacksonville; H. Pit Frankroe,D.DonaldEager,
F. Monroe,
man, Clearwater; Cruy M. Ragan, Sara Lincoln.
sota; Erwin Reiss, St. Petersburg; W. j
NEW HAMPSHIRE,
Stewart, Palmetto; Charles W alder, Mi
E. Charbonneau, Concord; Newell B.
ami; Herman Weingarten, Miami.
Kurson,
Franklin;
Louis S. Rothenberg,
GEORGIA
Charles Morse, Portsmouth.
O. L. Gaston, Atlanta; Mrs. T. L. LigNEW JERSEY
gett, McRae; Frank Plaginas, Gainesville;
P. Gravatt, Atlantic City; Samuel
Wallace^ Smith, Jr., Barnesville; Fred G andFrank
Joseph Varbalow, Camden; Jerome and
Weis, Savannah. IDAHO
Moe Kridel, Adolph J. Rettig, East Orange;
Louis S. Rothenberg, Charles Morse, Elizabeth; Frank Gersten, Englewood; Max
A. C. Gordon, Boise; A. L. Cowan, Caldwell; Paul De Mordaunt, Idaho Falls; Hugh Snider, Freehold; Jacob Unger, Hillside;
Drennan, Idaho Falls; Joseph George, Idaho Benjamin Berkowitz, Charles Robinson and
Falls; Albert Hager, Idaho Falls; Herman B. Spiegel, Jersey City; Julius Charnow,
J. Brown, Nampa; N. B. Gressman, Poca Leonia; Aaron Dollinger, Linden; Monroe
Schram, Matawan; James C. Forgione,
tello; Harry C. O'Leary, Pocatello.
Metuchen; Fred W. Falkner, Netcong;
ILLINOIS
E. Thornton Kelly, Palisade; George D.
Joseph Desberger, Alton; Noah Bloomer. Roedels, Palisade; Howard Lesser, Paterson; Giaccomo Siccardi, Plainfield; Frank
Belleville;
Arnold
Berwyn;
N.' Warren, Princeton; James Rosensohn, BenFrye, Danville;
JohnL. M.Lund,
Duncan,
Decatur;
Gust Constan, Decatur; Louis Moroni
jamin Cohn, Roselle; Roth Bros., Summit;
Jackson City; Steve Bennis, Lincoln; H James Binkov, Union City; A. Nicoletti,
Williams, Stockton; M. Silverman, Wau Union City; Eugene Mori, Vineland; W. E.
Smith, West Orange.
n
kegan.
INDIANA
NEW MEXICO
Oscar Fine, Evansville; Verner U
Frank Maloof, Las Vegas; Victor BaYoung, Gary; Billy Connors, Marion
chechi, Albuquerque.
Lewis Cochovety, South Bend.
NORTH CAROLINA
F. C. Hanks, Jr., Lenoir; Boyd B. HorIOWA
ton,
Concord;
Alfred E. Miller, Wilson;
J. M. Anderson, Boone; Mrs. J. M Joe W. Mitchell,
Spencer.
Anderson, Boone; Ira H. Lee, Burlington
NORTH DAKOTA
Leo F. Wolcott, Eldora; Gail L. Pettit
William McCarthy, Fargo.
Houston, Tex.; Charles V. Brown, Iowa
OHIO
City; Thomas A. Brown, Iowa
City; Roy J. Lumsden, Iowa City; Ludy
Robert C. Menches, Akron; Moe HoroBosten, Muscatine; Vern S. Brown,
Cuyahoga Falls;
Peter Chifos,
M. Wellman,
Omaha; Bruno Pierce, Oscaloosa; Joe Girard;witz,Theodore
and Gus
Logan;
Staak, Oscaloosa; A. B. Friedman, D. P. Bowman, Marion; Earl V. Seitz,
Jack Gelfand, Odes A. B. Hilton, Abe Alden Seitz, Sandusky ; William Settos,
Sadoff, Nathan Sadoff, all Sioux City; Sol Springfield; Joseph W. Trunk. Youngstown; John Papulias. Steubenville; J. M.
Shulkin,
Waterloo. Sioux City; Nathan Rosenthal, Ulmer, Cleveland.
KANSAS
OREGON
F. W. Harrigan, Corvallis; John NeiH. F. Strowig, Abilene; S. M. Wetmore,
Atchison; denmeyer, Medford.
Arkansas City; H. L. Dunnuck,
PENNSYLVANIA
Delmer F. Harris, Concordia; E. O. Briles,
Harry Fried, Ardmore; Joseph Conway.
Emporia; Russell L. Harris, Hugoton; W.
A. Weaver, Iola; Joseph A. Lenski, Pitts- Bala-Cynwyd; Melvin Koff, Darby; Joseph
burgh; E. B. Danielson, Russell; Gus Dia- Wodock, Doylestown; Chris Lampros, FarUtterback, Wellingrell; Joseph Weiss, William Weiss, Al
M. D. Wichita.
mond,
Sullivan,
ton; O. F.Salina;
H. A. Batastini,
Weiss, McKeesport;
Punxsutawney
; I. Ouslander, Scranton;
KENTUCKY
Harry Stahl, Sharon.
Lee W.
Fulton;
Jr.,
Shuck,
W.
Joseph
RHODE ISLAND
Moffitt, Owensboro.
Loew,
M A Shea, Newport; E. M. Charles
Louis S. Rothenberg.
Pawtucket;
LOUISIANA
e Morse, Providence.
SOUTH CAROLINA
Gordon C Ogden. Baton Rouge; Georg
Claude Darce
H Mercer,' "ofdar Grove;. Monro
Greenville; W. E. Field,
Curdts,
S.
Fred
Harry
e;
Morgan City; Roland Siegle
(Continued on page 9)
ngCunni
R.
r
Arthu
es;
itoch
Natch
Suddath,
ham, Shreveport; R. L. Carnahan, Sulphur.
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$3,414,311

Fixed

(.Continued from page 1)
lists RKO securities in the following amounts: $2,440,626 face amount
o£six per cent debentures, 1941, with
3§arket value of $1,238,617 on Dec.
30, last; and 327,812 shares of old
RKO common, having a market value
of $409,765, on Dec. 30. In addition,
the annual report notes that Atlas
holds $1,106,000 principal amount of
six per cent past due gold notes of
RKO, and $1,254,626 principal amount
of unsecured claim against RKO,
which are carried on the Atlas books
together at $784,500.
For these notes and claim, Atlas
last month reecived 4,810 shares of
new RKO $100 preferred stock and
214,409 shares of new common.
541,552 New RKO

Shares

Through its December underwriting
agreement Atlas acquired 249,272
shares of new $1 par RKO common at
a cost of $747,816, while an Atlas subsidiary acquired through exercise of
subscription rights 77,871 shares of
new common at a cost of $233,613.
The report thus reveals present
holdings of 541,552 shares of new
RKO common and 4,810 shares of
new preferred, which makes Atlas the
largest stockholder in RKO. These
holdings may be further augmented by
exchange of old RKO securities for
new, by exercise of subscription rights
and by acceptance of new RKO securities in payment for Atlas's RKO
reorganization services in lieu of cash.
The report notes that Atlas has
made expenditures of $924,067 in the
reorganization of RKO and one other
company.
Discussing the investment policy of
Atlas, Floyd B. Odium, president,
states in the report that "Direct income is oftentimes intentionally foregone with the expectation of gaining
a larger increment and eventual
profit."
"This policy
places
onlyincome
secondary
emphasis
on the
direct
obtained from interest and dividends" ;
primary emphasis being placed on
seeking protection and betterment of
the shareholder's position in terms of
asset value of his stock, the report
states.
Cites War-Inspired Problems
_ Odium observes that "the motion
picture industry has major problems
facing it, including those brought
about by wars in various parts of the
world which have interfered with the
income from abroad." "It is to be
hoped, however," he says, "that the
foresight and efficiencies needed to
solve these problems will eventually
place the industry in a position
stronger than ever."
Net income of Atlas for 1939, before provision for Federal taxes, was
$1,234,251. Net assets at the end of
the year were $61,053,938, equal to
approximately $12.80 per share on the
common stock after allowing $50.25
per share on the outstanding preferred.
The RKO investment is the second
largest in the Atlas portfolio, beingexceeded only by the investment in
Utilities Power & Light Corp.
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Too Many Husbands
Concessions
(Columbia)
Hollywood, March 6. — In the vein of his "True Confession" of several seasons back, producer-director Wesley Ruggles here presents a
Probability that Ed Kuykendall,
sharpened and modified version of "Enoch Arden," keyed to 1940.
M.P.T.O.A. president, will call a
With practically all of the film's footage devoted to its three principals,
the organization's
Jean Arthur, Fred MacMurray and Melvyn Douglas, uniformly sparkling meeting
committeeof here
late this monthexecutive
to disperformances keep pace with the story. Based on W. Somerset
cuss with major distributors the proposal to include six trade practice conMaugham's play, the screen version by Claude Binyon presents Miss
Arthur as the wife of a man believed dead when shipwrecked. She therecessions innew season's license agreements, was suggested in exhibitor
upon marries his partner and best friend, only to have husband number
quarters
here yesterday.
one turn out to be very much alive.
In local trade opinion, however, it
Adult entertainment in its depiction of the trouble experienced by the is believed that the M.P.T.O.A. will
wife with "too many husbands" in making up her mind as to which of not take the initiative in pushing its
them she prefers, the film's implication is that either would be equally suggestion for an anti-block bookingbill to supplant the Neely bill. It was
satisfactory, with the processes of law finally making the decision.
Harry Davenport and Dorothy Peterson give fine performances in their pointed cut that the M.P.T.O.A. is
fundamentally opposed to any form of
roles of the girl's father and the secretary of husband number two, respectively, while the musical direction of M. W. Stoloff is on a par with Government regulation of the industry and advanced its suggestion for an
the lively and amusing story and the actions of its stars.
alternative
bill only for the industry's
Running time, 80 minutes. "A."*
Walter Selden consideration and for whatever the
suggestion might be worth. If it is to
*"A" denotes adult classification.
progress beyond that it may with the
aid but not at the instigation of
M.P.T.O.A., it was said.
The proposals for trade concessions
U. S. Bares Names
Real Bargain
by way of
season'sbecontracts,
however,
willnewdefinitely
pressed
Of 550 Witnesses
with
distributors
either
through
direct
Columbus, O., March 6.—
Real amusement bargains are
negotiation or by correspondence, it
(Continued from page 7)
offered at the Knickerbocker,
was said.
West Greenville; P. C. Osteen, Anderson;
downtown subsequent run
H. B. Ram, Aiken.
house, which, on Tuesdays,
'Outsider' for Carnegie
SOUTH DAKOTA
Thursdays and Sundays, plays
Robert Mass, Aberdeen; J. P. Hartman.
Aberdeen; Nelson Logan, Mitchell; Richard
"The Outsider," Alliance Films'
a stage show in addition to
H. Wagner, Sioux Falls.
screen version of the Dorothy Brandouble
features,
at
the
reguTENNESSEE
don play, has been booked to follow
lar scale of 10 and 15 cents.
E. F. Stein, Jackson; George Denton.
"Louise" at the Little Carnegie Playhouse.
Knoxville.
TEXAS
Jim Golding, Amarillo; Barton McLendon.
Atlanta; B. Legg, Denison; I. B. Adelman,
Ft. Worth; Sam Archibald, Ft. Worth; C.
A. Dickey, Ft. Worth; D. J. Hightower.
Ft. Worth; Leon B. Lewis, Ft. Worth:
Louis Richker, Ft. Worth; L. C. Tidball.
Ft. Worth; Sam Braslau, Galveston; L. M.
Threet, Lufkin; B. F. White, Orange; T.
W. Lewis, Texarkana; S. G. Fry, Tyler:
H. E. Fulgham, Tyler; Rubin Frels, Victoria; George W. Belcher, Wharton; V. E.
Hamm, Wichita Falls.
UTAH
W. Vosco Call, Brigham City.
Suggested by stories by
VERMONT
SAX
ROHMER
Newell B. Kurson, Middlebury; P. S.
Murray, Middlebury.
VIRGINIA
J. F. Falls. Danville; Emanuel J. Stutz.
HENRY
WILLIAMFRANKLIN
R0YLE
Danville; J. B. Trent, Lynchburg; Robert
ROBERT BRANDON**
KELLARD GLORIA
Levine,
Portsmouth; Jeff Hefheimer, Staunton.
WASHINGTON
J. A. Brandt, Bremerton; Mike Barovich,
Puyallup; Loren Wahl, Bollingham; Benjamin F. Shearer, Bremerton; A. T. Dishman.
Dishman; W. B. McDonald, Olympia; H.
D. McBride, Spokane.
WEST VIRGINIA
E. R. Custer, Charleston; Riehnold J.
Hiehle, Parkersburg.
WISCONSIN
C. J. Goetz, Beloit; William L. Ainsworth.
Fond du Lac; Virginia Den Dooven, Green
Bay; George Hannon, Green Bay; J.
Zanias. Janesville; Frank Koppelberger. La
Crosse; Arthur P. Desameaux, Madison;
Steve Dorcey, Mrs. W. Krusienske, Max
Krofta and 20th Century Amusement Co..
all of Racine, and August Berkholtz, West
Bend.
Upholds Pageant Fund
Atlantic City, N. J., March 6. —
City appropriation of $10,000 to aid
the Showmen's Variety Jubilee, which
presents the annual beauty pageant
here, has been upheld by Supreme
Court Justice Joseph B. Perskie.
Harry M. Barstow, Jr., taxpayer, argued the appropriation was a gift of
city funds to a private organization.
Justice Perskie, however, ruled that
the organization was non-profit.
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Morton
War

Experts

See

Emphasizes!

Telecast,

Film-Television
Taxes

Facing

Hail

it as

Military

Ties1

Weapon

Chicago, March 6. — Television willlj
make every effort to work with mo-j
A striking demonstration of the possible uses of television in wartime tion
pictures, Alfred Morton, NBCj
was given by NBC yesterday.
vice-president, said here yesterday.!
Army and Navy observers watching the experiment from private sets, Both have much in common, he said.]
The executive said that television,]
were reported as being amazed by the reception. Portable cameras, the
(Continued from page 1)
lightest thus far constructed, were mounted in an airplane which circled recognizing the importance of thej
screen, would do all in its power to:]
itable one, but it cannot be on the Manhattan Island, and the image they
other programs combined at the time correlate both. Television today^re-f
same basis as in the past, he says.
picked up was received at the Em
it is aired.
Theatres of European nations are a pire State building and re-transmitted
sents films 30 per cent of the timC id;
more w luld be welcome, Mortorr ue- )
big part of the economic and amuse- by W2XBS.
Radio
Programs
for
Irish
clared. He expressed the opinion that]
ment life of their people, he points out,
Military experts believe that the
and will have to be kept open. Only observation of enemy troop movements
Not
to
be
outdone
by
NBC's
bid
the useconsiderably.
of films would enhance tele-]
for favor with the Irish by the vision
product will keep them open and
planes
with tele- telecasting of the St. Patrick's Day
Chicago, New York and Hollywood
America is dominant in production and by scouting
vision cameras
can equipped
be of inestimable
parade up Fifth Avenue on Satur- are key spots for television, and NBC
likely to continue so for many years. value in the event of war. Off-shore
day, March 16, CBS has scheduled will concentrate actively here shortly.
The Paramount official regards the maneuvers of enemy battleships and an exclusive broadcast by Eamon Morton also declared that television
offensive tactics on land could be De Valera, prime minister of Eire, would look to films for its best talent
present foreign restrictions on curclosely
watched by the use of such from Dublin on the same afternoon.
rency withdrawals and the depreciaand do everything possible to cooper- ,
tion in foreign exchange as of only equipment.
ate with the film industry, realizing j
"Virgi
nia
City"
Premie
re
induson
the
Air that such action would mean the sucReporters watched the demonstramomentary significance to
try, factors which will be eliminated
tion in the RCA building while aviacess of television.
World premiere of "Virginia City"
tion editors observed it from a set
in peace time. The real problem, as
in
Reno
will
becarriedby
40
Mutual network stations in Western
Lange sees it, is the prohibitive post- installed in another United Air Lines
Canada Ban Stays
war taxation which he believes to be plane, which flew alongside the first states on March 16 in a deal arranged
airplane.
inevitable.
by Warners. The program will be
Toronto, March 6.— The Canadian
The image received was far from a heard from 6:30-7 P. M., P.S.T. and
government will take no action to
Explains Italian Problem
consistent picture of the ground be- will originate from KOH.
overrule the banning of March of
neath the plane, but several shots of
Time's "Canada at War" by Premier
Lange foresees the eventual breakthe World's Fair site, Central Park
Hepburn for Ontario theatres, it was
WQXR's "Buyers' Guide"
down of the American distributors' so- and the West Side express highway
officially announced today.
called "solid front" against capitula- had excellent definition and detail.
WQXR
has
started
a
"Buyers'
Guide" on the back
its monthly
tion to Italy's film trade terms, and
The portable cameras, of course, program book, listing of
the products of
is of the opinion that the breakdown
companies
which sponsor programs
Form Jewish Films
is under way even now. He, himself, were built for ground use and could
does not advocate a resumption of not always cope with the vibrations over the station. WQXR is the only
Albany, March 5. — Jewish Nafrom the plane motors and propellers. commercial station which sells its protrade with Italy, believing that capitu- However, NBC engineers declared
tional Film Corp. has been incorpogram
book
to
listeners.
With
a
subrated here to conduct a motion picture
lation to that nation's trade restrictions that sets capable of withstanding such
scription
fee
of
$1
annually,
the book
will establish a precedent which will
lias a circulation of 12,000 in the business. Directors named are Benjacost the industry many times its return vibrations could easily be built.
min J. Weinberg; H. G. Kosch and
metropolitan
area.
The plane flew at heights varying
in other world markets. He believes
Jean
Sikoff, New York.
it better to forego Italian revenue from 2,000 to 3,000 feet. A slight haze
now than to pay similar tribute to obstructed the view but the camera's
sensitivit}' to infra-red rays (which
other nations later.
constitute a considerable nuisance in
He said there is no likelihood of
the studio) pierced the mist.
Editors in the companion plane had
Italy "backing down," that the first
TODAY
move will have to come from Ameri- the unique thrill of seeing their own
can distributors if there is to be a
plane on the television screen. The
resumption of trade. He was advised signal was received successfully at the
by Italian sources, he said, that Italy General Electric television station near
experienced only a three per cent de- Schenectady.
cline in theatre attendance last year,
Calling the demonstration, "a trealthough the bulk of the present patrotechnical stride," Lenox R.
A
MP
A
nage is going to subsequent runs in- Lohr, NBCmendouspresident,
declared:
stead of first and second runs, so that
"Its social implications are tremengrosses and admission taxes are less
dous. To us at RCA and NBC, it
than they were.
means that today we can give the television public a service never possible
rring
Spanish Situation Discouraging
"GREAT BOOKS Sta
MAKE
GREAT PICTURES"
before when we were obliged to schedItaly has all the product it needs —
ule special events considerably in ad271 features were available there last
vance, and use two 10-ton trucks to
COL
THEODORE
ROOSEVELT
year — but it is of poor quality, he said. cart the cameras."
The two portable cameras now in
Lange reported that the situation in
MAX
SCHUSTER
Spain is equally discouraging. A big use weigh a total of 700 pounds. They
internal business can be done there, will be utilized in the future for speGILBERT SELDES
cial event pickups and for screening
he said, but no money can be taken
regular radio programs on television
out of the country and new regula- sets.
BRIAN
AHERNE
tions require production of pictures
within Spain by the distributor under
JOAN
FONTAINE
difficult financial regulations. He said
Personalities in the News
KAY
BROWN
he would not recommend resumption
Fox Case, CBS director of public
of trade with Spain at this time.
affairs on the Coast, has been appointANNIE
LAURIE
WILLIAMS
ed to the California State Board of
Lange said that "practically no
money" can be taken out of France Agriculture for a four-year term. . . .
PASCAL
COVICI
and that new regulations, including Freeman Gosden and Charles Correll,
tax measures, are expected to be pub- the famed "Amos 'n' Andy," celebrate
HENRY
HULL
lished there at any time. He included their 12th anniversary on the air on
the Scandinavian countries, Sweden, March 19 at 7 P. M. over CBS. . . .
JOHN
SELBY
Norway and Denmark, among those Lanny Grey and Norman Weiser have
where the financial outlook is serious.
and others
had their first song published, "StrangLange said that three companies,
er in Heaven," and it will receive an
Paramount, M-G-M and 20th Cen- air premiere from Maurice Spitalny's
JACK
DEMPSEY
S
$1.00 to members
tury-Fox, still were doing a good in- band over NBC-Blue Monday, March
ternal business in Germany and Cen- 18. . . . John Gambling's "Musical
8th Ave. & 50th St.
$1.25 to non-members
tral Europe and that Paramount, as Clock" celebrates its 15th anniversary
recently as last December, had been over WOR tomorrow at 7:15 A. M.
Today
at 12:45
p. m.
successful in obtaining remittances in The show's Crossley rating indicates
that it has more listeners than all
marks from Germany.
Films
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U.S.A., FRIDAY,

Resigns
Assistant;
Successor

Here

Government Would Push
London Production
London, March 7.— Wider distribution in the United States of high grade
films made and distributed by British
interests, and the consequent increase
in British production is understood
as being one of the aims of the new
Government export program.
In the same connection, it is understood that revenues derived from the
release in the United States _ of pictures produced by American interests
in England, may be retained in the
United States.
Such films would be released in the
United States under the reciprocity
clauses of the Films Act. It is believed that arrangements for the retention in the United States of such
revenues were embodied in the currency withdrawal agreement recently
formulated.
An initial step in the export program is the formation of an Exports
Council, with Sir Andrew Rae Duncan, president of the British Board
of Trade, as chairman. It is believed
that the film industry may be invited
to consult with the council in the export drive.
It is considered possible that quota
revision and a stimulus to British
production are aims' of the council.
Majors Delay Action
On Exhibit for Fair
No decision on industry participation in the World's Fair was reached
at a meeting of major company representatives yesterday at M.P.P.D.A.
headquarters.
Proposal for a "Street of Theatres,"
to depict the history of the industry
since 1900, together with associated
exhibits, was discussed, along with
other suggestions. The company representatives will meet again next week.

Maurice McKenzie, executive assistant to Will H. Hays, president of the
Motion Picture Producers and Distributors of America, Inc., has resigned, effective April 1, and will be
succeeded by Francis S. Harmon, who
has been with the organization in public relations, Production Code and
other activities for several years.
McKenzie has been with the Hays
organization since its inception in capacities close to the president. He became first associated with Hays when
"the general" was elected chairman of
the Republican National Committee
in 1918. Their acquaintance was
formed in Indiana, when Hays was the
lawyer from Sullivan and McKenzie
was from Crown Point.
McKenzie is building a new country
home at Crown Point, where he plans
to turn his life long hobby of gardening into an incidental profession. He
recently sold his landscaped country
place at
fieldLockwood's
County, Conn. Corners in FairWeeks

Plans

Eight

Monogram
Films
A production program of eight to 10
features is planned by George W.
Weeks for release through Monogram
next season.
Weeks will leave late next week for
the Coast, en route continuing conferences with exchange heads which he
started recently in the South. He
plans to arrive on the Coast April
10 to start his production.
Weeks is completing his duties as
vice-president in charge of sales, from
which post he recently resigned.

68%

of

TEN

8, 1940

State Budget Passed;
No New Film Taxes
Albany, March 7. — The
Senate tonight joined the
Assembly in passing the
$391,000,000
budget.
The budget retains
all emergency
taxes and the motion picture
film levy. There are no new
taxes against the picture
business. Film executives
were among those who helped
defeat the proposed increase
in income taxes.

Majors

Attack

U.S.

Trust Stipulations
Major company defendants in the
Government's New York anti-trust
suit will oppose virtually every stiputerday. lation on the Government list presented last week, it was learned yesCounsel for defendants contend that
the subjects which the Government
seeks to have stipulated as factual are
all based on misinformation and misconception of trade practices. They
assert that for them to stipulate that
the Government's representations are
true would be equivalent to signing a
consent decree.
Defense attorneys contend that even
(Continued on page 2)
Settlement

Reached

In Dallas Trust Suit
Dallas, March 7. — A final decree
in settlement of the anti-trust suit filed
against the Interstate Circuit here by
day.
Paul Prugh Scott, Houston exhibitor,
was entered in Federal court here to-

For

On

Looms
Hearings

Neely

Bill

April 1 Considered Likely
Time for Inquiry
Washington, March 7.— Hearings
on the Neely bill by the House committee are not likely to start until
the closing days of March.
This opinion was officially expressed
today following a statement that the
House Interstate Commerce Committee will be busy for another several
weeks unraveling the tangled aspects
of the transportation bill.
Committee members about a month
ago indicated that the Neely hearings
would start probably about March 15.
Senate and house conferees are
presently engaged with the carrier
bill, seeking to reach compromises on
controversial issues of the measure.
Since important members of the
House Interstate Commerce Committee are on the conference group and
since it is the desire of its chairman, Clarence F. Lea of California,
to have the Neely hearings conducted
before the committee's full membership, no action will be taken on the
Neely bill until after the transportation bill has been sent to the House
and Senate for final approval.
In the meanwhile pros and cons of
the Neely bill are being debated before various organizations throughout
the country. Many of these groups
intend to send representatives to the
hearing to uphold or fight the Neely
bill.
Metro

by

Product
10

Studios

tributors have delivered S3 per cent
of the 1939-'40 commitments, a total
of 259, compared with 55 per cent, a
Judge
Reserves
total
of 263, last season at the corDecision on Bioff
responding time.
68 per cent, or 338, of the 500 features promised, compared with 70 per
Chicago, March 7.— Chief Judge
Completed
and to
"in this
the week
can" for
lease subsequent
are re79
Prystalski of Criminal Court today cent, or 349, of the 479 promised last
features, or 16 per cent ; last year in
took under advisement the case of
Studio commitments have not been March there were 86 completed, or 18
William Bioff, Coast I.A.T.S.E. lead- year.
er, extradited here from California on drastically slowed down either to disperThecent.
10 companies include Columbia,
a 1922 charge.
on distributors'
or
tribution
affiliates
Police officers on the original case releases as a result of holdovers _and M-G-M, Monogram, Paramount, Republic, RKO, 20th Century-Fox,
and Morris Green, who was Bioff's moveovers on big productions, it is
attorney at that time, testified when pointed out.
United Artists, Universal and Warners.
the case resumed today.
On actual releases, the 10 large disAs the 1939-'40 season this week
reached the half-way mark, a checkPicture Herald indiup bycatesMotion
that Hollywood has completed

Delay

CENTS

Under the
settlement,
Interstate
will
(Continued
on page
5)

Season's

Completed

MARCH

Adds

More

Theatres
in Brazil
M-G-M has acquired sites for two
theatres in suburbs of Rio de Janeiro
and plans to construct five additional
neighborhood theatres in the Brazilian
metropolis.
This will make a total of nine
theatres for the company in Brazil.
M-G-M has two metropolitan first
runs in that country, the Metro in
Rio de Janeiro, recently opened, and
another in Sao Paulo.
Reason for the expansion is to provide the territory with up-to-date
houses where M-G-M would obtain
adequate representation for its product.
Arthur M. Loew, vice-president in
charge of foreign activities, is directing plans for a 2,000-seat house and
another of 1,700 seats on the sites already acquired.
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Stipulations

(Continued from page 1)
the commonest of trade terms emment in its stipuGovern
ployed
ctly used.
are incorre
lationsby the
No response to the stipulations is
required for some time to come, how-to
ever, and the matter may go over
March 27, at which time Federal
Tudge Henry W. Goddard is scheduled
to discuss with counsel a general procedure for pre-trial conferences.
Inasmuch as these conferences, as
well as the stipulations, have the general objective of shortening the actual
trial, it is believed that the two will
be discussed together.
Defense attorneys began their study
of the Government's 300-page answer
to interrogatories yesterday. First
reactions were uniformly mild, indicating that nothing unexpected had
been discovered in the document.
Presumably, the answers will have
to suffice all defendants except Columbia, which won the right earlier
to examine the Government's replies
and, if it found them unsatisfactory
or lacking in vital information, could
come before Judge Goddard and request additional data.
Columbia had been scheduled to do
anGovernment's
this today,
swers weresince
due the
March
1. However,
an additonal week's time will be given
the defendant to study the answers
before making its application, since
the Government was five days late in
furnishing the answers.
Legal opinion now is that the
mounting mass of detail which faces
the attorneys for both sides, and the
court, makes the start of trial by May
1 more doubtful than ever.
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4 Purely
Personal
► Newsreel
TAMES ROOSEVELT will be the
t Mccormick, rko
S barre
advertising and publicity director, Parade
J guest speaker today at the monthwill leave for the Coast early next
ly meeting of the Headline Club, Chi- week.
Hotel
the
at
group,
cago
journalistic
Sherman.
Varied events comprise the new isBarney Balaban, Austin Keough,
low
: sues. Reels and their contents fok
Ray Mill and is the father of a Louis Phillips, Frank McHugh, Al
six and one-half pound son, born to Lewis, I. E. Lopert, Arthur Krim
MOVIETONE NEWS, No. SZ— Sleeti
Mrs. Muriel Weber Milland at Joseph Lee, Sidney Phillips, A. P. storm in New York. Fire at LaGuardiai
Russel Crouse and Eddie
rport. Carnival, in Italy. Choose "Missj
Cedars of Lebanon Hospital in Holly- Waxman,
Florida of 1940." Food and ammunition!
day.
wood Wednesday.
tored
on Maginot Line. Oliver jjt-nley
yesterSardi's
at
•
Dowling lunching
at
Hull greets King
Australian
AdK> . sador front.
in Washington.
Zog with^^milyj
France.
Pursuit
planes
in
trial
flights.,
cirEssaness
n,
Silverma
Edwin
Bowling tournament in Chicago. Track
cuit executive in Chicago, is the father
Lynn Farnol, United Artists ad- meet in New York. Water ballet in Giivertising and publicity director, will cago. Giants in training.
of an eight-pound boy, born this week
Lew Lehr.
to Mrs. Silverman at the Michael leave for the Coast by plane on SunNEWS
OFMaginot
THE Line.
DAY, Allied
No. 250—
Situai
tion
on
the
troops
in;
Reese Hospital.
day to discuss campaigns on the comEgypt.
Sleet
storm
in
East.
Miami
bathpany's forthcoming• product.
ing beauties. Ski meet in East. Chicago
women in bowling contest. Giants in]
John Eberson, theatre architect, is
Arrival of Queen Elisabeth in'
Charles E. McCarthy, Charles training.
on his way to Houston, Texas, where
New York.
he will supervise the construction of Casanave, Max Dreyfus, William
PARAMOUNT NEWS, No. 55-Rescue
F. Rodgers and Wally Owen at patrol
a large office building.
in Oregon ski area. Water ballet
•
makes
4-A track meet at Garden.
Nick's Hunting Room in the Astor for Fire at debut.
New York airport. Eden inspects
lunch yesterday. •
Jack Kirsch, president of Allied
troops in Egypt. Dorothy Lamour judges
Theatres of Illinois, has delayed his
Coral Gables beauty contest. Zog in exile. Children find refuge in Madeleine CarFrank J. McCarthy, Universal
return to Chicago from Miami Beach
French villa. Census takers ready.
Eastern sales manager, is on a tour Gracie roll's
until next week.
Allen is presidential candidate.
RKO PATHE NEWS, No. 67— Inspect
of the company's exchanges in PittsThomas Mitchell arrives in town Buffalo. burgh, Cincinnati, Cleveland and new planes in California. Maginot Lineactivity.
Madeleine
Carroll A.A.U.
donates swina
cha-j
teau for French
children.
today from the Coast for a vacameet.
British
war
minister
at
front.
New
tion.
John Kenneth Hyatt, managing machine for safety engineering. Hockey
games in Sweden.
director
of the Center Theatre, reErnest Schoedsack has left for a
UNIVERSAL NEWSREEL, No. 856turned yesterday from a Caribbean Finland: Russian bombers downed; round
cruise.
up reindeer for clohting; broadcast propatrip by yacht for • Central America.
nda at war front. Ajax and Exeter crews
in England.
Anzac troops
in Egypt.
Nicholas M. Schenck, president parade
New liner
Queen Elizabeth
arrives
here. '
I. Goldsmith, British producer, arTrain
wreck
in
Mexico.
Beauty
parade
rives by plane today from the Coast.
of M-G-M, has returned to Miami Miami. Baltimore lumber plant burns.in
Beach following a short stay in New Pennsylvania city sinks. Festival in Italy.
Giants in training. Pursuit planes in mass
Sam Spring, film attorney, left yes- York.
flight on Coast.
terday for Hollywood.
•
Edwin C. Stein, Eastern publicity
Frank C. Walker has returned representative for Samuel Goldwyn,
Vitagraph Suit Settled
day.
from Palm Beach.
will leave for the Coast by plane toSettlement of a $37,500 infringement suit of Vitagraph, Inc., against
Behrand Motion Picture Supply
1. Goldsmith, British producer, re- House, Inc., was revealed yesterday
turns, here today from Hollywood in N. Y. District Court. Vitagraph
where he has been• visiting.
had charged the defendant with 150
infringements of advertising stills.
Lee Newbury, president of New
Jersev Allied, has returned to Florida
to resume his vacation.
Operate on Stern
•
Charles Stern, Eastern division
sales manager for United Artists, last
, Samuel
Mulveytative,
James represen
Eastern
will Goldwyn
leave 's
for night underwent an emergency operaFlorida this weekend
tion at Park East Hospital.
•.
'Wind' in 852 Cities
Truman H. Tally, vice-president
of Movietone News, has returned from
"Gone With the Wind" dates in
Washington.
the United States and Canada total]
956 in 852 cities, including 22 seq
Osa Johnson will arrive from the
yesterday.
Coast by train on Monday.
Regina Crewe has returned from
the Coast.
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Stockholders

Lose

Midland
Prop, Suit
Buffalo, March 7.— A stockholders
suit for accounting and uncomputed
against Midland Propmoney returns
erties, Inc., owner of the Century
theater holdings, 511 Main St., and
former and present officers and directors was dismissed today by Referee
Thomas H. Noonan.
The suit was brought by William
P. Eckhardt and Joseph C. Henafelt
as stockholders and former directors
of Midland Properties. They charged
squandering of corporation funds.
Other defendants were Charles J
Deckop, William R. Pooley, William
L. Marcy, Jr., Eugene Warner, Ed
win F. Jaeckle, Maurice L. Parry
and J. Chester Goldberg.
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"One

SINGAPORE

of the funniest

pictures Hollywood has
turned out in many a moon.
The teaming of Crosby and Hope
is a master stroke of showmanship. Dorothy Lamour
too — so make

is swell,

a note in your

little black book

to see 'Road

to Singapore'!" — Jimmie F idler,
famous newspaper and radio columnist

"A sock. One of the most hilariously and colorfully entertaining pictures to
come up in many a moon. Crosby and Hope one of the greatest comedy
teams

in film history. A cinch to be one of the big grossers of the year!"
— Hollywood Reporter

''The most successful pairing of comedy
talents brought forth upon the screen since
Hollywood memory runneth
contrary. All the other extreme

not to the
variants of

the adjective 'good' apply directly and
redoubled to the slap bang entertainment
delivered by Bing Crosby and Bob Hope!"
— M. P. Herald

"Paved with enough laughs to cause an
actual ache in the ribs. Crosby-Hope
comedy

team

tops any yet seen!"
— Ralph Jordan, I. N. S.

"As hilariously funny a romantic comedy as
has been turned out by any studio in a long
time.

Will certainly be a heavy
maker"
!

" Rich in entertainment, especially in comedy.
Everything that a studio could ask for!"
—Edwin Schallert, Los Angeles Times
"Crosby and Hope don't make the rafters
ring — they tear them down. This is one
grand motion picture!" .
— Hedda Hopper, syndicated Hollywood columnist

money-

— Daily Variety

"The comedy team the screen has needed
for a long time. One of the best comedies
Hollywood has turned out in many a day!"
— George Fisher, famous radio columnist
"Top-flight fun should do heavy business
at the box office. Bing and Bob make up
a swell team!"

— Film Daily
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Hollywood

Review
Gives$22,000

7.— The London
March
London,
Council, which governs theCounty
licensing, is expected to reject
IJ atre
I the application of Oscar Deutsch,
I head of the Odeon Circuit, for free
[ shows for the armed forces on Sunday
afternoon. The showings were planned
] for the Odeon in Leicester Square.
Exhibitors are greatly excited oyer
yigtlnjwoposal, and have protested ions
Deutsch, in conversat
ordufly.
I with the Cinematograph Exhibitors
I Association, has said that he will not
withdraw his application, but it is expected he will not apply again if his
I request is rejected.
Deutsch had questioned the claim
I that trade consultation should precede action on his application.

"Shooting High"
(20th Century-Fox)
Hollywood, March 7. — As nice an exhibition of box-office opportunism as the trade has seen recently, the teaming of Gene Autry with Jane
Withers in a film dedicated solely to the cause of amusement, this production is rich in novelty values and ripe for showmanly enterprise. On tap
is the generally circulated report that Autry, although receiving more
fan mail than other star, is not seen in the "A" theatres of the country, a
report which, true or false, gives a showman a wide-open chance to shout
to the customers, "Here's Gene Autry now!" Autry plus Withers, or
vice versa, is a marquee total any show shopper can comprehend.
The story in which these stars appear is an airy nothing about the
production of a western picture in a western town, the residents and the
actors becoming embroiled in difficulties of this sort and that, mirthful
for the most part, and the whole stopping now and again for Autry to
sing a song, which he does most expertly and in a way entirely his own.
Marjorie Weaver, Robert Lowery and Katharine Aldridge are among
West End film houses which had to the numerous others present.
limit their audiences to 2,000 during
The production is by John Stone, direction by Alfred E. Green, and
the blackout hours, may now increase
the
screenplay, an original, by Lou Breslow and Owen Francis, all hands
that number, provided no standing is
laboring for laughs and getting a load of them.
allowed.
The removal of the restriction —
Running time, 65 minutes.
"G."*
Roscoe Williams
direct result of conversations between
the Home Office and a trade commit- "G"* denotes general classification.
tee— leaves conditions of opening in
the West End almost normal.
Film Associates, New
Seal Film in Crypt
Sir William Brass has been apFormed
Is
Company,
pointed Chairman of the British Film
Formation of Film Associates, Inc.,
Columbus, O., March 7.—
Institute. He replaces Sir George
When the 2,000-cubic foot
Clark. Thelma Cazalet has been to produce features and shorts in New
Crypt of Civilization under
York and on the Coast, was announced
elected to take over Sir William's yesterday.
the library of Oglethorpe Uniprevious post as Board of Trade
versity, Oglethorpe, Ga., is
Directors of the company, who are
nominee on the governing board of the
sealed
in
May, to be opened
also stockholders, are Felix Greene,
Institute.
American representative for British
6,000 years hence, it will include 10,000 feet of 16 mm.
Broadcasting Co. and a former profilm of Ohio travelogues, in
Charge
Clearance
ducer and director for that company ;
protective containers, depictIllegal in Gary Suit Gerald Heard, author ; Aldous Huxing scenic, historical, indusley, author ; Theodore Lawrence, fortrial and agricultural highmer United Research Corp., engineer
Chicago, March 7.— Charges that
lights of Ohio.
the clearance system affecting the Pal- and sound technician for Paramount,
ace, Gary, 111., is illegal were made 20th Century-Fox and United Artists ;
at the opening here today in Federal Irving Reis, formerly of Columbia
court of the trust suit of the Gary Broadcasting System and writer for
Theatre Co. against Balaban & Katz, Paramount and 20th-Fox, and Henwar Sign Union Contract
For Buffalo Houses
Warner Theatres and the major com- Rodakiewicz, former writer for Parapanies.
mount and M-G-M, and with producBuffalo, March 7.— A two-year
Attorneys for Warners and the
tion experience in Mexico and New collective bargaining contract for 200
majors denied the charge concerning York.
cleaning women, matrons, porters and
the clearance system made by Albert
H. William Fitelson is counsel for maintenance employes in all Shea
Gavitt, representing V. U. Young, the new company. Headquarters are theatres has been renewed by Buffalo
head of the Gary firm. Young asked in this city.
Distribution arrangements for the Theatres, Inc., and the Theater and
relief from the allegedly illegal situation.
Employes' Union, accordnew company have not been concluded, Amusement
ing to Owen J. Kavanagh, business
During the afternoon session, Young yet. First production is scheduled to
testified regarding past and present start in a few weeks and will be a agent. The contract affects workers
downtown and six neighborconditions in Gary. His testimony will feature based on an original script by in three
hood houses.
continue tomorrow. Indications are Joseph Krumgold depicting historic
Two-year agreements also have
that the trial, before Judge Holly, may events between the last and present
been signed with Century Theatre
wars.
, require several weeks.
Enterprises, Inc., covering employes
in the Twentieth Century, downtown
Settlement Reached
Kentucky House
house, cuit,and
withBailey.
the Dipson-Basil
for the
The last "cirtwo
In Dallas Trust Suit
Passes Tax Slash named contracts, first ever negotia(Continued from page 1)
ted, cover about 15 employes.
Frankfort, Ky., March 7. — The
take over Scott's River Oaks The- Kentucky House of Representatives
atre in suburban Houston, and the yesterday passed by a vote of 74 to
Plan Seattle Ball
plaintiff will purchase a minority in- one a bill to lower the admission tax.
Seattle, March 7.— A public
terest in six Interstate suburban theState Revenue Departatres in North Dallas and will be- Backed ment,bythe the
measure would lower the "Movie Ball" will be staged here in
come manager of these houses.
tax on admissions over $1, and exempt April under the auspices of the NorthThe decree itself gives judgment to from the tax dramatic productions prewest Film Club, with Manager Jo\ Interstate and awards costs to Scott.
sented in municipally owned parks
seph Cooper as chairman. The ball
The suit originated in a controversy for charitable, religious or civic pur- will take the place of the dance formerly sponsored each Fall by the
poses. The measure is expected to be M. P. T.
j involving the sale of Scott's Varsity,
O. W.
Dallas, to Interstate.
sent to the State Senate in a few days.
Yost Rites Today
Funeral services for William Yost,
veteran exhibitor, who died on Monday in Miami, are to be held at 2
P. M. today at the Universal Chapel,
597 Lexington Ave. Burial follows
at the Lutheran Cemetery.

' Ban
Appeal
Warners
plan '69th
to appeal
the ban
on "The Fighting
69th" by
the Commonwealth Film Censor
in Australia.
The home office has cabled Australia
for details, including the reasons for
the ban.

E. P. Hearing March 21
Referee John E. Joyce yesterday
fixed March 21 at 11 A. M. for continued hearings on bankruptcy proceedings ofEducational Pictures. Ofof the time.
company will be examined ficers
at that

To

'Passage'

Philadelphia, March 7. — "Northwest Passage" at the Stanley was a
smash hit grossing $22,000. "Gone
With the Wind," for its sixth week at
the Boyd and Earle, held up well,
grossing $56,100 at both houses.
"Castle on the Hudson" and "Grapes
of Wrath" drew $13,300 at the Fox.
Estimated takings for the week ending March 1 :
"Swiss Family Robinson" (RKO)
"Dr. Ehrlich's Magic Bullet" (W. B.)
ALDINE — (1,700) (32c -42c -57c -68c) 4
days; 3 days. Gross: $9,700. (Average,
"Of Mice and Men" (U. A.)
$8,000)
"Broadway Melody of 1940" (M-G-M)
ARCADIA— (600) (32c-42c-57c) 2nd run, 5
days;
2nd$2,600)
run, 2 days. Gross: $3,400.
(Average,
"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
BOYD— (2,400) (86c-$1.14-$1.71) 6th week,
7 days. Gross: $26,300. (Average, $13,000)
"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
EARLE— (4,000) (75c-$1.14) 6th week, 7
days. Gross: $29,800. (Average, $14,000)
"Little Old New York" (20th-Fox)
"Castle on the Hudson" (W. B.)
KARLTON— (1,000) (32c-42c-57c-68c) 2nd
run,
6 days;$3,000)
2nd run, 1 day. Gross: $4,300.
(Average,
"Vigil in the Night" (U. A.)
"Swiss Family Robinson" (RKO)
KEITH'S— (2.200)
(32c-42c-57c-68c) 2nd
run, 6 days; 2nd run, 1 day. Gross:
$3,800) (Average, $3,500)
"Castle on the Hudson" (W. B.)
"The Grapes of Wrath" (2fith-Fox)
FOX — (3,000) (32c-42c-57c-68c) 7 days.
Gross: $13,300. (Average, $13,000)
"Northwest Passage" (M-G-M)
STANLEY
(3,700) (Average,
(32c-42c-57c-68c)
days.
Gross: —$22,000.
$14,000) 7
"The Saint's Double Trouble" (RKO)
STANTON— (1,700) (32c-42c-57c) 7 days.
Gross: $4,200. (Average, $4,500)
New

Pictures

Good

on

Start

Broadway

Two new films, "Vigil in the
Night" at the Roxy, and "Three
Cheers for the Irish" at the Strand,
make their bows on Broadway today.
"Too Many Husbands" at the Music
day.
Hall and "Northwest Passage" at the
Capitol got off to good starts yesterThe second week of "Abe Lincoln
in
Illinois,"
with anstage
show $60,000,
at the
Music
Hall drew
estimated
while "The Blue Bird" with stage
show at the Roxy also fared poorly
with an estimated $25,000 for the
week. At the Strand, "The Story of
Dr. Ehrlich's Magic Bullet," with
Tommy Tucker's band on the stage,
drew an estimated $39,000 for its second week. "Wolf of New York"
opened yesterday at the Criterion.
Extend RKO
Time
Federal Judge William Bondy yesterday granted a further extension to
March 25 for filing of applications for
final allowances in the RKO reorganization proceedings. Atlas Corp., proponent oftime
thefrom
plan,March
obtained15. the additional
Newsreels of Liner
Arrival in New York yesterday of
the British liner, Queen Elisabeth, attracted newsreel camermen representing the five companies. Special airplane coverage of the event was taken
as well as shots by land and boat
crews. Films were shipped to accounts separately as special releases.
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Exploitation

"Wolf of New
York"
{Republic)
'Book Month' Plugs
There is action and pace in this melodramatic yarn of the criminal
Pictures from Novels
Cleveland, March 7.— In a tieup attorney who accepts the post of district attorney to clean up the city.
William McGann directed from a screenplay by Gordon Kahn and
with book and department stores,
Lionel
Houser and an original story by Arnold Belgard and Leslie
Loew's State is plugging five-weeks'
bookings as "The Book Month," using T. White.
Edmund Lowe, criminal lawyer of note and thorn in the side of
the slogan, "The Book of the Month
the Picture of the Month." the district attorney, is called upon to defend a young friend, on paBecomes
The book departments will feature the
role, charged with a murder, which he did not commit. His previous
novels from which the coming pictures
reputation as a criminal lawyer causes the jury to doubt him, and as
were taken.
a result the boy is convicted. Immediately after the client is executed,
The State is exploiting "Northwest
Passage" with a reviewing contest. his innocence is proved, the district attorney resigns, and Lowe is preSeventeen prizes, with first prize $10,
vailed upon to take his place. Chief persuader is Rose Hobart, forare offered to patrons for the best
mer secretary, whose father, an officer, was the victim of the murder.
3 50- word reviews.
Lowe takes on the job, cleans up the town, and uncovers the man
behind most of the city's racketeering. James Stephenson, Jerome
Cigar Dealers Back
Cowan, William Demarest and Maurice Murphy have supporting roles.
•Story of Dr. Ehrlich'
Running time, 67 minutes. "G."*
Charles S. Aaronson
Dunhill's, New York tobacconist,
has devoted an entire window of its
*"G" denotes general classification.
Fifth Avenue store in Radio City to
a display featuring Edward G. Robinson, star of Warners' "The Story of
Dr.theEhrlich's
Magic
Bullet,"Thecurrently
Sullivan
Refused
at
New York
Strand.
display Fidler,
is based on the fact that Dr. Ehrlich's
cigar smoking plays an important part
in the picture.
Loop
Theatre
Bookings
Colonel

Roosevelt

By WILLIAM F. CROUCH
Chicago,
March 7. — Chances of
Addresses
Ampa
Jimmie Fidler and his troupe, now on
Motion pictures are the reason a personal appearance tour, playing a
many authors keep writing books, de- local house, grew more remote this
clared Col. Theodore Roosevelt, viceit was learned that theapresident of Doubleday Doran, at the weektre when
executives have determined not to
Ampa book luncheon yesterday at book the act.
Ed Sullivan, another columnist who
Dempsey's restaurant. A number of
publishers' representatives, authors and plans a tour with a group of Hollyliterary agents were guests.
wood players, is also on the taboo
"Authors don't make much money list as far as a booking in local theaout of books, as a rule," Col Roosetres is concerned. Sullivan has appeared here three times previously,
velt said. "The big revenue comes
twice at the RKO Palace and once at
when they are sold for pictures."
Gilbert Seldes, chief of CBS tele- the B. & K. Chicago.
vision and author, announced the establishment of an annual award by
Balaban & Katz are completing an
publishers in cooperation with Ampa
for the best film made from a recent extensive remodeling of their screening room in the Chicago Theatre
book.
Building. The seating of the room
Among those at the speakers' has been increased from 30 to SO, new
table were Katherine Brown, story
projection equipment,
editor of Selznick International ; Pas- sound-proofing,
rubber
carpeting,
new seats and other
cal Covici, Viking Press ; Jerome
Weidman, Simon & Schuster ; Donald changes have been made.
Klopfer, Random House ; Annie
Services were held here Monday for
Laurie Williams, literary agent. Joan
Mrs.
Martin Barnett, 25, wife of the
Fontaine and Brian Aherne were inParamount News cameraman, who
troduced.
died of a cerebral hemmorhage last
Studies Plagiarism Suit
Federal Judge Goddard yesterday
refused to have presented before a
jury the plagiarism suit of William
Rapp and Lowell Brentano against
Harold Lloyd and Harold Lloyd, Inc.
Upon the request of Louis Nizer, attorney for the plaintiff, Judge Goddard consented to study both "Professor Beware," Lloyd film, and the
Rapp and Brentano script of "Greek
to You," which the defendants claimed
was copied for the picture. Plaintiff
claims total dissimilarity between both.
Short Subject on Liner
A short subject depicting the building and launching of the Queen Elizabeth, world's largest liner, was set for
release yesterday by Columbia about
the time the ship was being docked in
New York following its secret run
from England.

Bombs

Sink

Cameras

The war will delay the completion of Walter Wanger's
film, "Personal History," for
United Artists release. Complete camera equipment for
the shooting of scenes in
Holland went down when the
Dutch freighter Rijnstroom
was sunk in the English
Channel by German planes
on Monday.

Warner
Club's Ball
To Bring Out 1200
The eleventh annual Warner Club
banquet and ball will be held at the
Waldorf-Astoria Hotel tomorrow
night. It is expected that nearly 1,200
persons will attend.
A large entertainment program has
been prepared with Jan Savitt and his
Top-Hatters providing the music.
The committee in charge consists
of A. W. Schwalberg, chairman; Nat
Fellman, president of the Warner
J. Nelson Katz of the B. & K. pub- Club; Max Blackman, Harry Mayer,
licity department has been put in
charge of suburban and neighborhood Samuel Schneider, Jules Levey, Harold Rodner and Irving Birnbaum.
theatre advertising. Herbert Lyons
takes his place as production manager.
Vatican Reception
Amkino
Chief Plans
Of Taylor Is Filmed
New
Russian
Firm
Pictures of the reception of Myron
Distribution of Russian films here
will continue under a deal concluded C. Taylor, President Roosevelt's emissary to Pope Pius XII, by the Pope — ■
yesterday by cable between Nicola
Napoli, formerly general manager of first films taken in the latter's private
Amkino Corp., and the Soviet motion apartments — are en route here.
Archbishop Spellman of New York,
picture committee in Moscow.
to
whom the films are being sent, will
Napoli is forming a company to be
known as Artkino Pictures, of which determine whether they will be shown
he will be the chief. Rosa Madell, generally, and if so, in what manner.
also of Amkino, will be associated The reel runs 550 feet. Conditions
with him. Amkino recently was dis- imposed by Vatican authorities prohibit insertion of the reel in any regusolved on orders from Moscow follar newsreel release and require that
lowing a sharp drop in popularity of
it be shown in full.
Russian pictures.

ms
novel
in progra
the near
has totwostart
A led
WMCschedu
future. The first will be a roundup
of all dramatic criticism appearing in
the New York papers. The published
reviews will be condensed and edited
by the station's news staff.
Idea behind the program is thafcwe
usual radio reviews of legitimate productions are broadcast after the final
curtain falls and that this is too late
for most listeners. In addition, it is
felt that most listeners read only one
or two reviews and would appreciate
a complete
survey date
of critical
ion. No starting
has beenopinset,
but it is planned for the current season.
The other show, the "Radio News
Reel," will be heard Saturdays at 5 :30
P. M., starting tomorrow. Mobile
for staevents
units, tionscovering
in various special
parts of
the country,
will make recordings and the transcriptions will be edited in Hollywood
and airmailed to WMCA.
Personalities in the News
Arturo Toscanini resumes his post
as conductor of the NBC Symphony
Saturday, March 16, at 10 P. M. over
NBC-Blue,
midseason leave after
since his
Dec.customary
2. . . . Joseph
H. Steele, film writer, has written a
script for the Kate Smith show over
CBS tonight at 8 P. M. . _ . . Ern
Westmore, Hollywood beautician, will
start a daily program over WMCA
on Monday at 11 :45 A. M. . . . Evelyn Brent and Francis X. Bushman
will
be heard
on Mutual'
"Fifth
Center"
on Sunday
at 6s P.
M. Row
. . .
Harlan Thompson, Paramount producer, will be guest of David Lowe, film
commentator at WNEW, today ati
12:30 P. M.
Radio Covers Liners' Arrival
WOR was the first radio station on
the air with a description of the
Queen Elizabeth. Dave Driscoll, director of special events, flew over
Long Island in an Eastern Air Lines
plane and located the boat at 7:15 '
A. M. He described the sight in
a two-way conversation with John
Gambling, who was on the air with
his "Musical Clock" at the time.
Later, Driscoll told of the view from
the Whitehall building, and, in the
afternoon, Al Josephy, his assistant,
described the docking of the ship at
the 49th St. pier. WHN also carried
the pier activities, while the other
stations went on the air during the
course of the day.
Father

of Weinberg,

Col. Executive, Dies
Phillip Weinberg, father of Lou
Weinberg, Columbia sales executive,
died at his home here yesterday following along illness.
Services will be held Sunday at 10
A. M. at Riverside Memorial Chapel.
Burial will be at Beth-El Cemetery.
In addition to the son, the deceased
is survived by five daughters, Mrs.
Celia Picker, Mrs. Hannah Goldstein,
Mrs. Nettie Lowenberg, Mrs. Eva
Goldfield, all of New York, and Mrs.
Lillian Langley of California.
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0. PARSONS,
Motion Picture Editor International News Service.

Let's give a great big cheer for
Edward Small, an independent
producer who has made one of
the finest pictures of the year in
"My
Son, My
Son." Howard
Spring's novel, best seller of last
year, makes us realize again what
a fine actor Brian Aherne is; that
Louis Hayward did not win the
award for the best acting on the
stage in New York a few years ago,
without deserving it; that Laraine
Day has a great dramatic future
and that Henry Hull continues to
be one of the
able actors.

movies'

most

valu-

I don't know When I've seen a
picture that has gripped me as
much and held my complete and
unswerving interest. The picture
had the effect that an interesting
novel gives — a wish to see even
more.
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2-Year
Of

Trial

Trust

YORK,

Republic's
Gross
Shows
7y2% Boost

Suit
Despite

Called

U.S.A., MONDAY,

War

Loss

Likely

Gross income of Republic Pictures
Corp. in 1939 was approximately
U. S. Attorneys Examine $7,960,000, an increase of 7*4 per cent
over 1938, despite curtailed revenue
Gradwell Sears Today
from Great Britain and elsewhere in
Trial of the Government's New Europe. The 1938 gross was $7,373,York anti-trust suit will last at least 972.
This is reported to Consolidated
jtwo years, according to Federal
Court attaches responsible for calen- Film Industries stockholders in the
annual report of Herbert J. Yates,
dar assignments'.
In discussions preceding the desig- president. The report shows net income for Consolidated in 1939 of
nation of Federal Judge Henry W.
jGoddard as trial judge, it was said, $628,297, compared with $616,696 in
I clerks experienced in the trial of 1938.
'previous anti-trust suits estimated that
With respect to Republic, the re(a multiplicity of defendants in the
in
investment
port says Consolidated's
film suit would prolong the court the subsidiary
is the same
as made
in 1937 and that it is continuing She
battle well past two years.
Court attaches nave pointed out financing and production of Republic
that trial of the anti-trust suit against pictures "from which this company
Icompanies in the aluminum industry derives, and which enables it to mainbefore Judge Francis G. Caffey has
tain, a large volume of laboratory
!continued for 18 months already. The
aluminum case, moreover, presents work
Yatesandin accessories."
his report states that 1939
;considerably simpler issues and com- showed "further progress and expanparatively few defendants, it was desion in the organization and busiclared.
ness of Republic," and that continued
growth is anticipated.
Many Complex Problems
The annual meeting of Consolidated
(Continued on Pane 3)
Attorneys for the Government, on
the other hand, are faced with a difficult and necessarily prolonged prob- Seek Settlement
lem of presenting the complex, counOf Warner
Strike
try-wide situation in the industry to
Judge Goddard.
Miami, March 10. — Possible settleIn submitting evidence, the Govment of the controversy in Philadelernment must cover the production,
between the musicians' union and
distribution and exhibition fields of the nhia
Warner theatres is being discussed
industry and must prove its allega- here with Joseph N. Weber, president.
tions of coercion and monopoly in American Federation of Musicians.
hundreds of instances scattered over
Here for the conferences are Frank
the entire country.
Phelps of Warners and Anthony
This view of the situation held by Luizzi and Rex Riccardi, president pnd
court clerks is strikingly borne out secretarv, respectively, of the Philaby the Government's list of prospec- delnhia local.
tive witnesses filed last Wednesday.
Officials of the local have been seekOver 500 witnesses were identified
ing action by the national Federation
(Continued on page 2)
against Warners in an effort to bring
the
head. three-months-old controvery to a
50 Film Stars Going
To 'Virginia City'
Warners will play host to 50 Hollywood stars, and 150 correspondents,
columnists and radio celebrities at the
world premiere of "Virginia City" at
Reno and Virginia City, Neb., next
Saturday.
A 16-car train will leave Hollywood
on Friday, being met bv three more
cars bearing Eastern and Midwestern
correspondents, at Truckee, Cal. Two
cars will be decorated to simulate the
old Crystal Bar of Virginia City in
1 the gold rush days. The train will
serve as hotel for the guests during
the stay in the Nevada town.
En route to Nevada the train will
(Continued on page 2)
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Hears

Report
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This

Week

A .final
Ascap's new
tracts withreport
radio on
broadcasters
mayconbe
completed at the next meeting of the
society's radio committee, to be called
within the next few davs. A snecial
meeting' of the Ascap board will be
called to consider the report as soon
as it has been completed.
The radio committee failed to complete its recommendations at a meeting
held late last week and there is still
a possibility of a minority report developing at the final meeting due to
marked differences of views within
the committee.

MARCH

partial
TEN CENTS

11, 1940

200 Philly Theatres
Close Good Friday
Philadelphia, March 10.—
About 200 theatres in Philadelphia and suburban areas
will close on Good Friday,
March 22, for all or part of
the day, it was announced by
the Citizens' Good Friday
Observance Committee. None
of the center-city theatres
will close.

SEC

Report

Film

Stock

Shows

Changes

Washington, March 10. — Disposition of 2,800 Universal Corp. common
voting trust certificates by William
Frieday, director, reducing his holdings to 100, and receipt of 10,000 common voting trust certificate warrants
by Nathan J. Blumberg, president,
under an employment agreement, were
the largest transactions of film comthe sedirectors in reported
andcorporations
pany curities
officers
of their
over the weekend in the first January summary of the Securities and
Exchange Commission.
Included in the summary were a
half-dozen other transactions, all of
them relatively small, among them
the acquisition of 100 shares of General Theatres Equipment common
stock by Robert L. Clarkson, director, representing his total holdings ;
the disposition, by gift, of 500 shares
of Keith-Albee-Orpheum
(Continued on page 3)convertible
Sponsor

May

Cancel

Fidler's Broadcasts
Chicago, March 10. — Continuation
of Jimmie Fidler's Hollywood broadcasts under the sponsorship of Procter
& Gamble on behalf of Drene shampoo
is reported as doubtful here. Reports
are that he will go off the air April
23. Results of the Drene contest starting this week may determine whether
Fidler's option will be picked up
Action on Fidler's program is scheduled this week bv H. W. Kastor &
Sons agency which handles the account.
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Studios
10%

Deny

Fight
Parley
Abandoning

Increase

Battle

Hollywood, March 10. — Both the
producers and the studio unions, embroiled in the controversy over the 10
per cent wage increase, moved closer
into endsparring
positions
over the
as indications
appeared
thatweekthey
were ready to resume negotiations on
the matter.
Declaring that it had not received a
letter from the producers, the Conference of American Federation of Labor
Studio Unions, through its vice-president, J.W. Buzzell, announced that it
was "assuming" that by the producers'
silence that they were dropping the recrease. quest for revocation of the wage inY. Frank Freeman, chairman of the
producers' committee, immediately answered the "assumption" by informing
Motion Picture Daily :
"The unions are at perfect liberty
to make any assumptions they wish,
butThis
nothing
been abandoned."
was has
interpreted
to mean that
the producers will press their fight
with the unions over the 10 per cent
wage boost.
The A. F. of L. Conference dispatched aletter to Freeman, demanding an early meeting to discuss revisions of working conditions and the
awarding of bargaining contracts to
several locals not as yet recognized by
the producers.
This letter was prepared following
a telephone conversation between Buzzell and William Bioff, I.A.T.S.E.
leader, in Chicago, where Bioff had a
Friday hearing on a 1922 unfinished
jail sentence.
Bioff mission
wasto go granted
the court's
perto the Coast
until next
(Continued on page 3)
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All directors of Universal Pictures
Bioff to Learn Fate
Co., Inc., are slated for re-election at
annual meeting
the Friday
company'sin
In Chicaao Friday the
stockholders
to be ofheld
Wilmington,
Del.
Chicago, March 10. — Chief Justice
Prystalski of Criminal Court, after
Proposals for a plan of recapitalization for Universal, several of which
taking under advisement the case of
William Bioff. I.A.T.S.E. leader, have been under consideration during
the pastminedfew
undetergave himfornia.permission
go to
and no months,
plan willarebe still
in readiness
Bioff must betoback
hereCalion
Friday when Judge Prystalski will ing.
for discussion at the stockholders'
announce his decision. Bioff was ex- meeting. However, the general purtradited from the Coast on a charge
poses and aims of the recapitalization
of never having finished a Chicago probably will be outlined at the meetjail sentence in 1922.

Motion

2 -Year

Trust
as

Monday, March 11, 1940

Daily

Trial
4

Looms

Picture

Certain

(Continued from page 1)
and the Government detailed several
hundred instances of alleged coercion.

Purely

Personal

►

SCHAEFER, RKO
diviRGE
GEOpresi
vision SsalesSTERN,
managerEastern
for United
dent,J.will leave for a two jCHARLE
Artists,
who
underwent
an
emergency
'
ion
da
n
withi the
in Flori
weeks vacat
next few days.
operation for a kidney ailment last
•
eek, is recovering and is expected to
Benjamin Miggins, Continental leave the Park East Hospital within
a week.
•
European manager for 20th CenturyFox, has returned from a Florida vaCharles E. Staples, Jr., projeccation. He plans to sail for Europe
in two weeks.
tionist at the Queen Theatre, St. Ste•
phen, N. B., was married in London
Malcolm Kingsberg, K-A-0 vice- recently to Eileen Kelly, Canadian
president, has returned from a Flor- girl, and returned immediately to his
ida vacation. Leon Goldberg, K-A-0 post as a bombing • pilot in France.
treasurer, is expected from Florida toMaurice Kallis, art director for the
morrow.
•
Paramount account at the Buchanan
Louis Davidson has been assigned advertising agency, has two paintings
on display at the fifth annual group
as Chicago exploitation representative showing of American artists at the
for RKO by Terry Turner, exploita- Montross Gallery.
tion manager.
•
•
Harry F. Shaw, Loew-Poli diviEdwin P. Kilroe, copyright attorsion manager in New Haven, has left
ney for 20th Century-Fox, is recover- with Mrs. Shaw for a vacation in
ing from pneumonia at Lenox Hill California and Mexico.
Hospital.
•
•
Scott Martin with the Paramount
Joe Holton, 20th Century-Fox theatre in South Bend, Ind., is the
talent scout, has returned from Chi- father of a boy, James, weighing seven
test. cago where he conducted a talent con- and one-half pounds, born to Mrs.
Martin last week.
•
•
Matthew J. Fox, Universal viceHarry
Turberg,
co-manager of the
president, will arrive from the Coast Ind.
Palace, Northio house at Hamilton,
this morning.
•
O., is on vacation in Martinsville

The Government will spare no expense to present these instances to
the court, and, in doing so, will place
hundreds of witnesses on the stand,
it is understood. Added to this timected
spending maneuver will be protra
and
e
defens
the
by
on
inati
-exam
cross
exfilm
of
s
dozen
of
mony
testi
the
ecutives inrebuttal.
Lengthy pre-trial examinations ot
company officials will continue until
the opening of trial on May 1. A
substantial part of this testimony will
be read to Judge Goddard by opposing counsel some time during the
trial.
,
.
T .
Since the filing of the suit on July
21, 1938, both Government attorneys
and investigators and those of the
defendants have been actively prepreparing for trial. Results of this
liminary work will be the evidence
submitted to Judge Goddard.
Application of Columbia forateGovinernment answers to its separ
terrogatories will be heard on March
18 at 4 P. M. unless, in the interim,
Columbia is satisfied that the consolidated answers are sufficiently informative.
Joseph M. Schenck, 20th CenturyGradwell L. Sears, vice-president Fox board chairman, has returned
of Warner Brothers in charge of from Miami.
•
sales, will be questioned today by
Special Assistant Attorney General
Michael G. Poller, head of RKO's
t in a pre-trial ex- playdate approval department, left
Robert
amination.L. Wrigh
Saturday for a two-week vacation in
Miami.
•
50 Film Stars Going
David L. Loew arrives in Hollywood today following a brief visit in
New York.
City'
To 'Virginia
•
(Continued from page 1)
Tom Donaldson, M-G-M manager
make six 15-minute stops. Another in
New Haven, observes a birthday
today.
FranSan
leave
train of 15 cars will
at
route
en
ng
cisco on Friday, stoppi
Salt Lake City and Omaha. Two cars
from New York will leave on Wednesday.
Stage Set for Bingo
The Hollywood star contingent will
Pennsylvania
Test
be headed by Errol Flynn, Miriam
Lancaster,
Pa.,
March
10.
—
A test
HumHopkins, Randolph Scott and
case to determine the status of Bingo
the film's
of listed
Bogart,are
Eddiecast.Cantor, in Lancaster County was rushed to
them
With phrey
ward court action when county detec
Cagney, Pat O'Brien, Bette
James
Davis, Ann Sheridan, Jean Parker, tives arrested operators of games ar
Priscilla Lane, Rosemary Lane, May ranged for that specific purpose at
Robson, Tom Mix, George Raft, Mountville and Ironville.
were arranged as bene
Ralph Bellamy, Fay Wray, Basil fitsTheforgames
the Neffsville fire company
Rathbone, Fred Stone, Wayne Morris
Representatives of county fire com
and Warren William.
Also Spencer Tracy, Edward G. panies and other persons interested in
Robinson, Buck Jones, Binnie Barnes, conducting Bingo decided to hold the
Eddie Albert, Ronald Reagan, Jane games in order that a test case might
taken into the March term of
Wyman, Lucille Fairbanks, Jeffrey be
Criminal
Court. District Attorney
OberMerle
Lynn, Brenda Marshall,
Shirk
promised
an early trial if a test
Lombard,
Carole
on, Clark Gable,
Dorothy Lamour, Bob Hope, Mickey case was arranged.
Rooney, Judy Garland, Don Ameche,
Tyrone Power, Alice Faye, Alan
Releasing Czech Film
Hale, Marilyn Merick and Dennis
Edgar E. Lloyd plans national reMorgan.
lease shortly of "The Maidens' Guild
Rare old handbills will be auctioned
of Kutna Hora," Czechoslovakian
off at the "Virginia City" opening in historical film. The film was comReno, the proceeds going to the fund
pleted shortly before the invasion of
for the Metropolitan Opera Company.
Czechoslovakian Republic by Germany. English titles are being pre
the American release.
for
pared
Club Collects $22,000
Philadelphia, March 10. — The
Adapting Morley Novel
Philadelphia Variety Club has turned
Hollywood, March 10. — Donald
over $22,000 to the President Roosevelt Infantile Paralysis Fund, the Ogden Stewart has been signed by
money collected in the March of RKO to adapt Christopher Morley's
Dimes sponsored by the club here.
novel, "Kitty Foyle."

Sets 'King' 13th Time
As Good Friday Film
March year,
10. —
ForPhiladelphia,
the 13th successive
the Four Paws Theatre, a
grind house in the tenderloin
section, will play "King of
Kings" on Good Friday. The
house reserves the film for
each succeeding year.

Heads Distribution^
Of 'Finland Fights'
Martin J. Mullin of Mullin & Pinanski circuit, Boston, has been ap- :
pointed to direct the distribution of
'Finland Fights !" film made for the
Finnish Relief
Fund, in the Massachusetts territory.
Clyde W. Eckhardt, 20th CenturyFox manager in Chicago, will supervise the film's distribution to theatres
in the Chicago territory.
A total of 575 prints of the picture
has been booked solid for a month in
theatres throughout the country, states
Jack Connolly of the Finnish Relief
Fund. Reports on theatre collections
are being received.
Frank Muto, who covered the Finnish hostilities as photographer for International News Service, is now attached to the Finnish Relief Fund
organization in Helsinki. He is a
brother of Anthony Muto, Movietone
News representative in Washington.

•
Herbert Wilcox, RKO producer, is
due
todaytrip.
from the Coast on a brief Harry Gold Returns
business
From Coast Parley
Harry Gold, Eastern general sales
manager of United Artists, returned
Union Fighting Use
yesterday from the Coast studio. He
off at several key city exOf School for Films stopped changes
on his way East.
Gold was in Hollywood for several
Manitowoc, Wis., March 10.— Lo
weeks, engaged in studio conferences
cal No. 410 of the operators' union with
Murray Silverstone, operating
here has protested to the Board of
Education against the use of the high head of the company, other execuschool auditorium gratis by various
tives and United Artists producers.
organizations for community welfare Silverstone remained on the Coast.
film programs which compete with
local theatres.
Loses Balaban Plea
The board indicated that in the fu
The Appellate Division of the N.
ture it would charge the full rental
fee for the use of the auditorium and Y. Supreme Court Friday denied an
follow the suggestion that licensed application of Benjamin Roman for
stage technicians and projectionists be an order directing Barney Balaban,
employed for programs requiring them president of Paramount Pictures, to
testify before trial. Decision upheld
lower court ruling in Roman's $250,000 damage suit against Paramount
Columbia
Prizes Set
for alleged violation of a contract
For Division Heads which gave Roman reissue rights tql
"Morocco" and "The Spoilers."
Special awards to division mana
gers are being added by Columbia to
MOTION PICTURE
the prize lists previously announced
for the Montague 15th anniversary
drive which will end May 10.
DAILY
The new awards will be made to the
(Registered U. S. Patent Office)
two division managers whose terri Published daily except Saturday, Sunday and
tories show the greatest improvement holidays by Quigley Publishing Company,
Inc., 1270 Sixth Avenue, Rockefeller Center,
in billings during the eight week
ending April 26. Improvements will New York City. Telephone Circle 7-3100.
"Quigpubco, NewandYork."
Marbe judged on the basis of quotas fo Cabletinaddress
Quigley, Editor-in-Chief
Publisher;
each division based on their average Colvin Brown, Vice-President and General
Watterson R. Rothacker, Viceweekly billings from July 15, 1937, to Manager;
President; Sam Shain, Editor; James A.
Cron, Advertising manager; Chicago Bureau,
June 30, 1939.
624
South Hollywood
Michigan Avenue,
B. O'Neill,
manager;
Bureau, C.Postal
Union
Testify in Gary Suit
Life Building, Boone Mancall,- manager, William R. Weaver, Editor; London Bureau, 4,
Chicago, March 10. — V. U. Young Golden Square, London Wl, Hope Williams,
and Clyde Winans, Gary, Ind., ex manager, cable address "Quigpubco, London." All contents copyrighted 1940 by Quighibitors, testified today in the suit of
ley Publishing Company, Inc. Other Quigley
the Gary Theatre Circuit against publications: Motion Picture Herald, Better
Balaban & Katz, Warner Theatres Theatres, International Motion Picture Almanac and Fame. Entered as second class
and the major companies. The two
Sept. 23, 1938, at the post office at
testified concerning film deals made matter,
New York, N. Y., under the act of March
with major companies for the Palace 3, 1879. Subscription rates per year $6 in the
Theatre in Gary.
Americas and $12 foreign. Single copies 10c
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Friday when Judge Prystalski will announce his decision in the case. Bioff
flew here for important meetings with
union officials on the wage issue.
Pat Casey, chief labor contact officer for the producers, arrived here
yesterday from New York, apparently
Jj—xdiscuss latest developments with
SShio heads.
Buzzell's letter to Freeman asked
for a meeting of union and producer
negotiating committees "for the purpose of opening negotiations and laying the groundwork for a discussion
of these various subjects."
Revisions of working conditions, according to union leaders, are aimed at
a spread of work among more men,
establishment of overtime pay scales,
increase of the number of men per
shift, changes in the number of crews
sent on location, etc.
Freeman, in discussing the Buzzell
letter said :
"When I receive that communication Ishall present it to our committee and we cannot, of course, at this
time know what our answer will be.
We shall have to wait until we can get
further data and information, which is
why the last discussions were continued."
In the event that the unions and
studios fail to reach an agreement on
the 10 per cent wage increase, the
matter will be submitted to the American Society of Arbitration for settlement, according to a contract which
both parties signed last Nov. 25 when
the boost was allowed.
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Republic's Gross
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(Continued from page 1)
stockholders
will be held March 28.
Three Cheers for the Irish
Consolidated's
1939 earnings are
{Warner Brothers)
equivalent to $1.57 a share on 400,000
Hollywood, March 10. — That staple old stage character of memorable shares of preferred stock outstanding,
entertainment usefulness, the Irish policeman, here serves show business compared with $1.54 a share in 1938
again as source of sustained amusement which kept a preview audience on the same number of shares.
laughing contentedly throughout its entire length. Thomas Mitchell as
Consolidated had net sales of $7,the policeman gives another of his standout performances in such excel- 409,452 in 1939 and $8,799,875 in 1938.
lent cast company as Priscille Lane, Alan Hale, Dennis Morgan, Frank The latter figure included sales of
American Record Corp., a subsidiary,
Jenks, Virginia Grey, Henry Armetta, Irene Hervey, William Lundigan the stock of which was sold to CBS
and J. M. Kerrigan.
in December, 1938. Net sales in 1939
New York is the scene of the story, an original by Richard Macaulay were approximately $500,000 more
and Jerry Wald, wherein Mitchell plays the policeman father of three than the sales of the company and
grown girls. He is retired on pension after 25 years on the force and, the same subsidiaries, excluding
restive, runs for election as alderman. Developments, mainly humorous, American Record, the year before.
Net Income Increases
arise from his daughters' romantic affiliations, his rookie successor's
wooing of one of them, and from his robust campaign manager's mainly
Net income, before Federal income
muscular pursuit of votes. A few serious moments are usefully included.
taxes,
for 1939, was $758,297, comSamuel Bischoff served Hal B. Wallis as executive producer and Lloyd
pared with $731,696 for 1938, despite
Bacon directed with an eye to extracting maximum results from char- a substantial increase in labor costs
acterization, contrasting dialects and situations.
last year, the report states.
Current assets on Dec. 31, last,
Running time, 98 minutes.
"G."
Roscoe Williams amounted to $5,973,226, including
*"G" denotes general classification.

SEC
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Changes

Chief

Censor

of Pa.

To Fight Neely Bill
Philadelphia, March 10.—
Mrs. Edna R. Carroll, head of
the Pennsylvania censor
board, said she would go before women's clubs and parent-teachers association to
speak against the Neely Bill.
Recently returned from a
trip to
Carroll Hollywood,
said she is Mrs.
convinced

(Continued from page 1)
preferred by Michael J. Meehan, New
York, beneficial owner, reducing his
interest to 26,004 shares, and the disposition by gift of 100 shares of
Loew's, Inc., common stock by J.
Robert Rubin, vice-president, reducKane Leaves Coast,
ing his holdings to 29,918 shares.
Other transactions were -the acquimore than ever that the inReturning to England
sition of three shares of Pathe Film
dustry can well manage its
Hollywood, March 10. — Robert common stock by Thomas P. Loach,
own affairs without GovernKane left today for New York, en- treasurer, giving him a total of 16
ment interference. She said
route to England after six weeks of shares ; the acquisition as compensathat the groups are being
conferences at the Twentieth Centurytion of 500 shares of Trans-Lux
misled when told by propoFox studios. As to production over Corp. common stock by Leslie E.
nents of the bill that the
elimination of block booking
there, Kane said: "We've never Thompson, president, giving him 4,500
will make for better pictures.
stopped." Recently finished was "The shares ; and the disposition of 300
Girl Is News," while "Gestapo," deal- shares of Twentieth Century-Fox coming with Nazi secret police, is just
mon stock by Sidney R. Kent, presibeing completed. Now in work are
dent, reducing his interest to 3,155
shares.
Slot Films Denied
"Tramp Steamer," "Rob Roy" and
"Hangman's House."
A report on Columbia BroadcastBeing Competition
ing System showed the disposition by
gift of 506 shares of Class A and 15
Rubin Again Heads
Chicago, March 10. — James Rooseshares of Class B stock by Isaac D.
velt, in a talk Friday before the
Greater N. Y. Drive Levy, Philadelphia, director, reducing Headline Club, declared that the automatic projection machines for which
J. Robert Rubin, vice-president and his holdings to 61,475 shares of the
and 22,819 shares of the lat- he plans to provides shorts of three
general counsel of Loew's, Inc., for the former
ter, and disposition, also by gift, of to five minutes, will not compete with
third consecutive year will serve as
chairman of the motion picture divi- 170 shares of Class B stock by Leon theatres. Money taken in, he said,
sion of the Greater New York Fund Levy, Philadelphia, director, reducing would cut into present phonograph
his holdings in that class to 42,932 receipts rather than film revenue.
drive, which starts April 1.
He said that the machines eventuSpyros Skouras, president of Na- shares.
ally would aid theatres, in showing
tional Theatres Amusement Co., will
trailers of theatre attractions, if exhead a new entertainment division, inhibitors were interested in making
tieups.
cluding legitimate theatres, agents and Net Operating Loss
miscellaneous groups. Niles Trammell,
By Paramount
Corp.
executive vice-president of NBC, will
Net operating loss of $231,527.69 is
be chairman of the radio section.
The Fund is planning a more ex- reported by the Paramount Broadway 'Information Please'
tensive drive in the amusement fields. Corp. for the year ended Dec. 31,
Decision Reserved
The appeal, which is on behalf of 393 1939. The company owns the ParaTrial
of a suit to restrain use of
mount Theatre and office building on
voluntary social welfare and health Broadway.
the title,
"Information
Pleiase"
by
agencies, will be directed to business
the
Information
Publication
Corp.,
Income from operations was $969,firms, corporations and employees.
856 during the year. Income from Shelley Braverman, Walter Rosett,
several tenants is determined by the Peter B. Payne and Stanley S. BoresFirst Academy Print
gross receipts of the tenant. Cash soff ended in the N. Y. Supreme
Hollywood, March 10. — Lee Garmes on hand Dec. 31 last totaled $38,- Court Friday when Justice Carroll
left today for New York with a print 080 and accrued liabilities $90,527. G. Walters reserved decision.
Daniel and Ann Golenpaul, ownof "Beyond Tomorrow" for RKO. It The property and equipment is caris the first film made by Academy
ried at $10,949,885.
ers of the radio program, as plaintiffs charged infringement in a magaProductions, of which Garmes is presParamount's total deficit as of Dezine of the same title published by
ident. He will discuss other stories
cember 31, 1939, was reported as
the defendants.
with RKO officials there.
$756,689.

$461,897 cash, and current liabilities
were $1,790,233, compared with current assets of $5,076,657, with cash of
$368,908 and current liabilities of $1,235,989 on Dec. 31, 1938.
Arrearages on the 400,000 shares of
$2 cumulative preferred stock are
$3,200,000, equal to $8 a share.
Warner

Chiefs

Lead

1,200 at Club Dance
About 1,200 persons attended the
11th annual Warner Club dinner and
ball in the grand ballroom of the Waldorf-Astoria Saturday night.
Among those present were John J.
O'Connor, general manager of RKO
theatres ; Leon Netter, Paramount
theatres executives ; and Warner officials including Samuel Schneider,
Gradwell L. Sears, Carl Leserman,
Mort Blumenstock, Harold Rodner,
A. W. Schwalberg, Jules Levey, Ben
Kalmenson, Roy T. Haines, Arthur
Sachson, Mitchell Rawson, Clayton
Bond and Eddie Schnitzer.
There was 'an elaborate program,
including talent provided by the Radio
City Music Hall, Roxy and Strand
theatres. Jan Savitt and his TopHatters provided the music. Schwalberg was general chairman of the
affair.
Monogram
to Start
New Sales Campaign
Monogram plans a new sales drive,
known
as run
"Spirit
Independence,"
which will
from ofMarch
30 to July
6, according to Edward A. Golden,
general sales manager.
The company's 30 exchanges have
been divided into American and National Leagues, each team consisting
of four teams. Money awards will be
made for ranking positions.
Thomas W. Yates Dies
Thomas W. Yates, 67, supervisor of
the real estate and insurance department of Consolidated Film Industries,
Inc., died Thursday at his home in
Englewood, N. J. Yates, a brother
of Herbert J. Yates, president of Consolidated, had been ill for some time.
Survivors include the widow, Harriet
J. ; a daughter, Kathryn Yates Beard ;
a son, Thomas W., Jr., and three
brothers. Funeral services were held
at the home yesterday.
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Notes
Reopens Columbus Theatre
Columbus, O., March 10. — Fred M.
Rowlands, owner of the Parsons, Columbia and Main, neighborhoods, who
took a 10-year lease on the 480-seat
Hollywood, also a neighborhood spot,
has reopened the house after completely remodeling it and installing an
air-conditioning system. Policy will be
on a grind basis at 10 and 15 cents.
Takes Over Two in Ohio
Ironton, O., March 10. — Mrs. Fon
Sexton has taken over the 500-seat
Lyric and 660-seat Marlowe here
from Joseph Stern, former operator.
Mrs. Sexton also operates the local
Grand, and the Alfon and Lyric, at
Ashland, Ky.
Blowitz in Pittsburgh
Pittsburgh, March 10. — Joseph
Blowitz, formerly manager of the
Warner in Steubenville, Ohio, has
been shifted back to his former post
as manager of the Manor here.
Rubel Quits Pioneer
Minneapolis, March 10. — Frank D.
Rubel has resigned as head of Pioneer
Theatres' Des Moines houses, which
in the future will be operated directly
from here by Harold D. Field.
Open Eaton, Ohio, House
Eaton, O, March 10. — Rader
Brothers, Columbus theatre operators,
have opened the new 498-seat James
here, which was remodeled from the
Knights of Pythias Hall.
Raze Kansas City House
Kansas City, March 10. — The Bagpress, in downtown Kansas City, is
being razed after 30 years, to make
way for a parking lot. It has been
closed since 1936.
Sparks Opens Theatre
Winter Park, Fla., March 10. —
The new Colony of Winter Park, latest Sparks theatre, has been opened.
Seating 800, the new Colony is airconditioned.
Building Miami House
Miami, March 10.— A $100,000 theatre seating 965 has been started here
by the Biscayne Boulevard Theatre
Corp., of which Lester R. Duxstad is
president.
Open Florida Theatre
Lake Worth, Fla., March 10. — The
new Lake Theatre here has just
opened. The building cost approximately $70,000 and will seat 860 persons.
Northio Installs Equipment
Hamilton, O., March 10. — New
screens and rectifiers have been installed in the Rialto and Palace, local
units of the Northio circuit.
Herman Quits Warners
Des Moines, March 10. — Harry
Herman, salesman at the Des Moines

and
"STRANGE CARGO" (M-G-M)
A fascinating and arresting drama. . . . Some of the time almost grim, it
has a spiritual trend. . . . Continuity is excellent and the story is presented artfully. — Los Angeles Examiner.
"Strange Cargo" possesses a unique quality, though its appeal may be
interfered with by the excessive length of the narrative and its all too
many complications. It would be a much stronger picture were it not
for the symbolism. — Edwin Schallert, L. A. Times.
No ordinary motion picture. It is something more. It has an odd
excellence. . . . Frank Borzage's careful direction is responsible for the
sincerity and finesse of what, in less capable hands, might have been a
sorry mess of melodramatics. — Jimmy Starr, L. A. Herald Express.

Personnel

Notes
Form Theatre Company

Macon, Ga., March 10. — Eaif^Yi
Amusements, Inc., has been grawHral
a charter. The incorporators include Paul M. Conway, Macon;
Robert C. and Fred Edwards and
Mrs. Virginia Young Edwjards,
"NORTHWEST PASSAGE" (M-G-M)
Adventure enough to please the heart of the most rabid fan. . . . Tampa, Fla., and Herbert M.
Stirring City
action
from opening to finale packs "Northwest Passage." — Thompson, Clinton, Iowa.
Kansas
Journal.
McConaughy Named Manager
This is a beautiful, and at times, back-breaking film record of the first
Indianapolis, March 10. — C. E. Mchalf of Kenneth Roberts' grand novel. — Kansas City Star.
Conaughy has been appointed mana"DR. EHRLICH'S MAGIC BULLET" (Warners)
ger of the Dream Theatre here, sucIt is the best photoplay of the type since the same studio's "The Story
Harry Nagel, who resigned
of Louis Pasteur," and in many respects it is superior to its distinguished recently ceeding
because of ill health. Thej
predecessor. ... Its chief attribute is its air of verity. — Philadelphia
new manager formerly was in the
Ledger.
of Exhibitors Exchange, Inc.,
The wonder of the film is that it was made at all. ... A production office
in Indianapolis.
marked by dignity, good taste and honesty. ... A film among films,
expertly cast. — Elsie Finn, Philadelphia Record.
Close Equipment Deals
It is so much more than a dignified account of a scientist's successful
Following
theatres have closed new
microbe hunt; it is a document both human and dramatic, its bullets
deals for the installation of RCA
loaded with social meaning. — Laura Lee, Philadelphia Bulletin.
All doctors and their patients will find this film a thrill and an in- sound equipment : Star, Shreveport ;
spiration. ... It demonstrates the power of the screen to perform elo- Liberty, Salem, Ore. ; Nitro, Nitro,
W. Va. ; Palace, Trumansburg, N. Y. ;
quently and surely in terms of restrained theatre. — Kansas City Star.
Edward G. Robinson gets a chance at a new type of role and turns in Oak Harbor, Oak Harbor, Wash., and
a fine performance. . . . The picture has been so produced that it is good the Rex, Hammond, La.
entertainment. — Kansas City Journal.
Alter Virginia Theatre
"THE GRAPES OF WRATH" (20th-Fox)
Mathews Court House, Va.,
We wish we could use its own simple langauge to tell the glories of
March 10. — Robert Bertschy, manager
"The Grapes of Wrath."' . . . We don't think Hollywood has ever con- of the Be-Jo is planning extensive
ceived a more honest, more important photoplay. — Henry T. Murdock,
Philadelphia Ledger.
alterations and improvements, including a new colored balcony to seat
One of the most astonishing adventures the screen has yet offered.
200, new front and marquee.
. . . It's a moving picture, but not a pretty one. ... It is drama at its
starkest. — Dorothy Guinan, Philadelphia News.
Two in Arkansas Town
Here is a film that merits the term "great." Here is a grim and powerMorrilton, Ark., March 10. — M. S.
ful presentation of a still unsolved American problem. ... A passionate
McCord of North Little Rock plans
screen masterpiece. — Laura Lee, Philadelphia Bulletin.
Perhaps one of the greatest pictures ever made and surely one of the to open a theatre there in the spring.
most important. . . . Checks in a new era of film making. . . . Although the A second house, seating 600, has]
film settles nothing, neither does it despair to the extent of the novel. — been leased to Sidney Metcalf and
S. B. McSwain.
Elsie Finn, Philadelphia Record.
"Grapes of Wrath," while not so profane on the screen as in the novel,
Reopen at Atlantic City
is a powerful social document of the times. . . . There's nothing phony
Atlantic
City, N. J., March 10.—
about "Grapes of Wrath." There is high-powered compression of the
The Margate reopens for the coming
essence of tragedy. — C. J. Bulliet, Chicago Daily News.
"Grapes of Wrath," to our mind, is one of the genuinely great pictures season this Saturday. Wesley Watson,
to come out of Hollywood. . . . The film deserves to escape the charge who was manager when the Margate
charge.
first
opened last year, will again be
of propaganda which was so frequently hurled at John Steinbeck's book in
. . . because, as John Ford tells it, it is only as controversial as a breadline. . . . The picture is quiet-voiced and matter-of-fact. — Doris Arden,
Plans Wauseon, O., House
Chicago Daily Times.
Although it is a question whether or not "The Grapes of Wrath" is to
Wauston, O, March 10.— P. R.
be classified as entertainment, there is no doubt about its qualifications Tourney,
who owns and operates the
Princess here, has taken a lease on a
as outstandingly different screen-fare. — Chicago Herald American.
The screen adaptation of John Steinbeck's powerful and much dis- storeroom in the business sector,
cussed novel comes to the silver screen a« a powerful, painful — but ex- which he will remodel into a 300-seat
quisitely simple and beautiful picture. . . From every standpoint this is theatre.
one of the finest pictures ever made. — Chicago Daily Tribune.
Parsons Universal Manager
new equipment has been installed at
Kansas
City, March 10. — G. C.
Warner office, has resigned and with a cost of approximately $25,000.
Parsons, until last Fall Western sales
Mrs. Herman, has left to spend a
manager for Republic, has been named
month in New York City before goManagers Transferred
branch manager of Universal here,:
ing to New Hampton, Iowa, to take
succeeding Leroy J. Miller.
over the theatre that he recently
Milton,
Fla.,
March
10.—
The
Imoleased.
gene Theatre here has changed manForm Virginia Firm
agers. Robert Scott, for six years
manager of the Dale in Ozark, Ala.,
Richmond, Va., March 10.— A charOpen Drive-In Theatre
came to Milton, succeeding Charles
ter has been issued to Vernon AmuseOrlando, Fla., March 10. — A new Orr.
ment Corp., Alexandria, Va. Elliott
drive-in theatre has been opened here.
F.
Hoffman
of Alexandria is presiThe parking space will accommodate
Vlastos Opens Theatre
dent.
310 automobiles. The screen is 42
feet wide and 60 feet high.
Fowler, Ind., March 10.— Richard
Virginia Firm Formed
Vlastos has opened the new Fowler
here. Vlastos also operates the
Alexandria, Va., March 10. — Ver-j
Re-Equip House in Florida
Corp. has been charVero Beach, Fla., March 10. — The Dreamland here, the Williams in Wil- non Amusement
tered here. Elliott F. Hoffman is]
Florida Theatre here has undergone liamsport, Ind., and the Knox and
extensive alterations and complete Fairy in Knox, Ind.
president.
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Good

Brevities
The Human
Monster
(Monogram)
THE new Rudy Vallee show for
Bela Lugosi, who has scared the wits out of countless film fans with
Sealtest made its bow last Thurst
vacan
left
his portrayals of horror roles, provides new thrills and chills in "The
day in the half-hour spot
d News of Human Monster." Under the able direction of Walter Summers, the
by the paring of the "Goo
1940" program down to a half-hour. story achieves and maintains an intensity that will fascinate those who
^_^h the Vallee and "Good News
enjoy this blood-tingling type of entertainment.
dy potenLugosi undertakes the double role of a demented doctor and a kindly
vJfgrams have high come
ed
tialities, but neither gave a well-pac
head of an institution for the blind. As Dr. Orloff, he obtains insurance
on the pre- on the lives of friends, drowns them and collects. As Mr. Dearborn, he
ormance
perfnig
ainedre
or sustmie
ht. .
Vallee, in the role of Christopher conducts a home for the sightless. Hugh Williams does a likeable job
ColUmhus, proved himself kn able as the Scotland Yard inspector who is called upon to solve the sudden
comedian and the nature of the fan- appearance of a large number of bodies floating down the river. Diana
tasy provides a wide range of humor Stuart supplies the heart interest.
of the cast. "Slapsie
for the rest bloom
Most of the story's more gruesome moments are concentrated in the
walked off with activities
Maxie" Rosen
of Wilfred Walter, who, as a deformed blind giant, pursues and
most of the laughs, however.
then
drowns
Lugosi's victims.
The "Good News" show would do
John Argyle produced the picture in England. The stress on the
Fannie
on
time
its
rate
concent
to
well
Brice (Baby Snooks) and Hanky horror angle may make it too strong for children's entertainment.
Running time, 73 minutes.
"A."
Edward Greif
Stafford (Daddy) instead of merelypreits
of
version
shorter
a
giving vious full hour show.
'A" denotes adult classification.
MarMary
and
Both Dick Powell
tin are worthy additions to the cast
Record Air
and would do credit to any variety of the former Juilliard School of Music Cameras
will have experimental laboprogram but a half hour is too short building, ratories
as well as studios and will
to do them all justice.
Battles, Train Fliers
serve as an annex to the present CBS
The latest use of motion pictures for
building on Madison Avenue, which is
Personalities in the News
war
purposes has been introduced in
across
the
street.
CBS
Thomas D. Connolly, of the
England. Cameras are synchronized
to
It
will
cost
about
$700,000,
network
goes
ent,
sales promotion departm
with the guns of British fighting
Atlanta on Wednesday to address the officials said, and will feature the last planes to record automatically combats
Atlanta Advertising Club on the in- word in acoustic equipment. Only two with German planes.
of the studios will be able to seat large
fluence ofradio on the buying habits audiences.
The cameras operate when the guns
of America. . . . Dan Seymour, CBS
go into action. The resulting pictures
of cereannouncer, will act as master
are used to instruct pilots who are in
Radio Versus Newspapers
monies at the annual White House
actual service and those in training.
"As radio settles into the pattern
Correspondents' AssociationT. Dinner
Robb, which it eventually will assume, newsSaturday night. . . . Arthur
papers will regain the ground lost over
of "Editor and Publisher" will
editor
be the fifth member of the board of the past 10 years," Mark F. Ethridge,
judges on the Town Hall contest Jor vice-president of the Louisville, Ky.,
the best patriotic cartoon, . . . Linda Courier- Journal and Times, told the
Hayes ivill appear opposite Charles Cincinnati Advertisers Club recently.
primarily wants entertainBoyer on the Woodbury "Hollywood "The public
ment from radio, with spot news as
Playhouse" over NBC-Red at 8 P.M.
on Wednesday.
the next most popular feature. There
is no competition between newspaU. S. Radio Show Banned
pers and radio, because newspapers
Radio dramatizations by the De- provide elaboration of the news, which
partment of Interior for the purposes of influencing legislation radio is necessarily unable to do."
were banned by the House of Rep- Rubin Asks Federal
resentatives last week. The prohibition was written into the 1941
Court Practice Right
Interior Department appropriation
bill.
J. Robert Rubin, vice-president and
general counsel of M.G.M., on Friday
filed an application for admission to
Program News
Activities of chorus girls will be de- practice law in the U. S. District
scribed on the WOth broadcast of the Court. Rubin will appear before Federal Judge Murray Hulbert on March
"Americans at Work" series over CBS
on Tuesday, March 19, at 10:15 P.M. 15 to be officially admitted as a Federal Court advocate.
. . . S. C. Johnson & Son have reThe petition is accompanied by
newed the "Fibber McGee & Molly" sponsoring affidavits of Samuel D.
show for am additional 52 weeks, ef- Cohen and David O. Decker, M.G.M.
fective April 9. The program is
heard Tuesdays at 9 :30 P.M. over 73 attorneys. Rubin was admitted to
NBC-Red stations. . . . Park & Til- state practice in Rochester in 1906,
ford veill sponsor a recorded five-min- according to the application.
ute series on Tuesdays and Thursdays over WEAF at 9:05 A.M. for Contract Record
16 v'ceks. beginning tomorrow. The
For Terry-Toons
title is "Helpful Harry's Household
Theatre contracts for Terry-Toons
Hints." . . ."Editorially Speaking," a
forum discussion by magazine editors have passed the 10,000 mark in the
and writers, will start over WMCA domestic market, a new all-time high
tomorrow at 10:30 P.M. and will be for the cartoon subjects, according to
heard at 10:15 on Tuesdetys and William J. Clark, short subjects sales
Thursdays thereafter.
manager for 20th Century-Fox, which
distributes the subjects.
New CBS Studios Ready May 15
One-third of the series were made
Seven new studios on 52nd Street in color last year for the first time.
for CBS will be ready for occupancy Paul Terry, producer, will increase
about May 15, the network announced the number of subjects in color this
yesterday. The building, on the site
year.

Pulls

$13,500

Denver

Lead

Denver, March 10. — "Grapes of
Wrath" drew $13,500 with several
standouts at the Denver, the film being moved to the Aladdin for a second week. "Broadway Melody of
1940" took $11,000 at the Orpheum.
Estimated takings for the week endMarch 6 :Robinson" (RKO)
"Swissing Family
ALADDIN — (1,400) (25c-35c-40c) 7 days,
2nd week. Gross: $4,000. (Average, $3,500)
"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
BROADWAY— (1,040) (75c-$U2-$1.50) 7
days, 2nd week. Gross: $5,000. (Average,
$2,500)
"The Farmer's Daughter" (Para.)
DENHAM— (1,750) (2Sc-3Sc-40c) 7 days.
Jimmie Scribner in his radio "Johnson
Family" on stage. Gross: $5,000. (Average, $6,500)
"Grapes
of Wrath" (2<rth-Fox)
DENVER — (2,525) (25c-35c-40c) 7 days.
Gross: $13,500.
(Average, $9,000)
"Broadway
Melody
of 1M0"(RKO)
(M-G-M)
"Saint's Double Trouble"
ORPHEUM—
(2,600)
(25c-35c-40c)
Gross: $11,000. (Average, $9,000) 7 days.
"Invisible Stripes" (W. B.)
"Calling Philo Vance" (W. B.)
PARAMOUNT—
(2,200) (25c-40c) 7 days.
"Raffles"
(U. A.)(Average,
Gross:
$4,500.
$3,500)
"Nick Carter, Detective" (M-G-M)
(878) (25c-40c)
days, "Raffles"
3rdRIALTO
week. — Gross:
$1,750. 7(Average,
$1,750)
Denies Neely Speeches
Ed Rosenbaum, exploitation man for
Columbia in Philadelphia, has informed Motion Picture Daily that
he has not addressed women's clubs
and similar groups in opposition to the
Neely bill, as had been reported.
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Actor
Quigley Awards
Presented Today
Hollywood, March 11.— The
luncheon and presentation of
the Quigley Grand Awards
for 1939 will be held at the
Victor Hugo Restaurant here
tomorrow. Honors will be bestowed on Ray Bell, publicity*
director for the Loew Theatres, Washington, D. C, and
Lige Brien, manager of Warners' Prince, Arbridge, Pa.
Y. Frank Freeman, Paramount vice-president and
studio head, will act as toastmaster, taking the place of
David O. Selznick, who is ill.
The winners, together with
A-Mike Vogel, chairman of
the Managers' Round Table,
arrived in Hollywood over
the weekend for a week's
round of festivities as guest
of Quigley Publications.

Upon

Pick

Committee

Theatres devoted to foreign films
are encountering difficulty because of
the lack of product due to virtual
cessation of production in France and
other countries since the war.
'Virginia City9 Group
French pictures have led other forLeaving Tomorrow
eign-language product at these theatres, which multiplied throughout
A group of newspaper and trade
paper representatives and Warner the country as French films improved
home office executives, headed by in quality. The fact that the United
Mort Blumenstock, director of adver- States became a good market for the
tising and publicity in the East, will French producers impelled them to inleave tomorrow afternoon to attend
crease their programs and spend more
on them.
the world premiere of "Virginia money
With the outbreak of the war, Sept.
City"
at
Reno,
Nev.,
on
Saturday.
Aboard the Commodore Vanderbilt 3, all this changed. Production
(Continued on page 4)
stopped, films that were unfinished

No

CENTS

Criminal

Prosecutions,

Television

Actor unions interested in unionizaSays
Arnold
tion of the television field have finally
chosen their delegates to a joint com- Doubts Chance of Trust
mittee. They are Walter N. Greaza,
Suit Settlement
Actors Equity ; Ruth Richmond,
Chorus Equity ; Florence Marston,
The Federal Government does not
Screen Actors Guild ; and Emily Holt
or George
Heller,
Americontemplate prosecuting criminal accan Federation
of alternating,
Radio Artists
.
tions against film executives for alThe four will select a fifth member,
leged violations of the anti-trust laws,
probably Frank Gillmore, president of Assistant Attorney General Thurman
Associated Actors and Artistes of Arnold declared in a press interview
America, the parent body. Greaza yesterday.
Arnold once more discounted the posdeclared yesterday that the committee
sibility of a settlement of the New
would be ready to start functioning
York anti-trust suit.
this week, despite the fact that GillThe Government's aim is to win a
more will start on a vacation trip
next Monday.
court decree providing for the appointment of a trustee who would
Greaza stated that there was suffithe gradual sale of the macient agreement among the committee supervise
jors' theatre holdings.
members to permit the committee to
In the course of answering quesproceed in the absence of Gillmore.
tions, he stressed the point that the
However, Mark Woods, NBC Government lists of prospective witnesses include all persons who knew
treasurer, who has been conducting
the negotiations for the network, left of alleged acts in restraint of trade
yesterday
month's trip
the and did not necessarily mean that
Coast and for
the a discussions
may tohave
those named would testify "willingly".
to await his return.
Among prospective witnesses were
a number of large theatre operators
who may be named defendants in
Universal Doubles
future Government suits, Arnold explained. Some of the large circuit
Its Net For Quarter owners had been guilty of more seri(Continued on page 4)
First quarter net of Universal Pictures Co. is estimated in Wall Street
at approximately $300,000, or nearly
Spent
double the company's net profit for the $9,404,800
corresponding quarter of the preceding fiscal year.
On Columbia
Films
Universal's profit for the quarter a
Columbia Pictures spent an estiyear ago was $157,990. First quarter
I of the current year ended Feb. 1.
mated $9,404,800 last year on production, it was revealed yesterday in
answers to Government interrogatories filed in the U. S. District Court.

New regulations governing the
withdrawal of currency from France
are expected to be drafted within the
next few months by that government,
to foreign department offiaccording
cials here.
Current indications are that France
eventually will permit withdrawals
equivalent to half of the total withdrawals of American distributors during 1937 and 1938. French government sources already have requested
American companies to report their
currency withdrawals for those years.
Until this information has been
given to the French authorities and
the new fiscal policy determined, it is
U.A.'s
unlikely that any remittances from Completing
Season Plans
New
France will be authorized. Currency
restrictions which make it next to imUnited Artists' new season producpossible toobtain remittances were intion plans will be completed in Hollyvoked by France about two weeks ago.
wood this week and arrangements for
Since cash returns from the French
market have been declining steadily the company's annual sales meeting
will be made shortly thereafter,
(.Continued on page 4)
Harry Gold, vice-president and
Eastern general sales manager, said
yesterday on his return from the
Coast.
Spotty Week-End
Gold participated in the preliminary
For N.Y. Grosses production conferences and saw a numGross figures varied widely in leases.ber of the company's forthcoming reBroadway first run houses over the
Alexander Korda went to the Coast
weekend with business spotty for the over the weekend to confer on the
most part.
production plans and attend a meet(Continucd on page 4)
At the Roxy, "Vigil in the Night,"
with a stage show opened big with an
estimated $27,500 for the first three
days.
Glenn Miller's band on the stage
U. S.
in
Theatres
n
at the Paramount helped "Seventeen" Foreig
to a strong gross of an estimated
$22,000 for Saturday and Sunday. It
should finish with an estimated $44,of Pictures
Lack
Suffering
000 for its second week which ends
tonight.
At the Music Hall, "Too Many
(.Continued on page 4)

TEN
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Unions

Joint

Impartial

were abandoned and the producers
have been unable to complete their
commitments.
As a result, no new French films
have been imported into the United
States since last September, other
than propaganda films which as a
fice.
rule do not fare well at the box-ofA number of pictures have been
brought in, but they were produced
them are "HarAmong Wife"
ago.
a year vest,"
"The Baker's
and "The
SeveralBeast."
French films that were reHuman
jected by American importers before
(Continued on page 2)

For the 1937-38
the company's
production
cost season,
was $11,499,200,
the
answers stated.
Replies to 59 Government questions
put to Columbia in the New York
anti-trust suit also detailed information on the company's stock structure
and financial
status. on Answers,
in ad(Continued
page 4)

Hays
In

Cites Gains
Picture Quality

Indianapolis, March 11. — The constant improvement in picture quality
noted in current outstanding product
is the result of definite planning and
a part of Hollywood production policy,
Will H. Hays stated while here over
the weekend.
"There's just as much accident in
(Continued on page 4)
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Motion

Disney's Stock Offer
Expected This Week
Los Angeles, March 11. — A registration statement covering the contemplated first public offering of securities of Walt Disney Prod, may be
filed this week.
The offering consists of 155,000
shares of six per cent convertible preferred stock of $25 par value. The
issue will be underwritten by a group
of investment bankers headed by Kidder, Peabody & Co. and Harriman,
Ripley & Co. in New York and by
Pacific Capital Corp. and Mitchum,
Tully & Co. on the Coast.
1939 earnings of the Disney company
are reported to have been in excess
of $1,250,000.
Goldwyn

Suit

Plea

By Korda Delayed
Applications of Alexander Korda
and the London Film Productions to
discuss the Goldwyn suit against them
were postponed to April 2 in U. S.
District Court yesterday.
At the same time, motions of Goldwyn to examine Korda before trial
and of United Artists to compel Goldwyn to file an amended complaint
were adjourned to the same day from
March 15.
Columbia's Billings
40% Beyond Quota
Columbia's Montague 15th anniversary campaign, which started Feb. 17,
has increased national billings to date
on an average of 40 per cent over the
quota set, company stated yesterday.
Twenty-seven of 31 exchanges are
ahead of their campaign quota and the
remainder have exceeded average billings, it was said.

PROUD

I

WORDS:

FLY

UNITED

Distinguished overnight
sleeper and scenic daylight flights to LOS
ANGELES. "The Continental," leave 5:15 pm,
and "The Overland
Flyer," leave 10:45 pm.
Finest service aloft. Call
travel agents, hotels, or
UNITED AIR LINES
58 E. 42nd Street
Phone MU-2-7300
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Picture

Purely

M
M-GCONN
MAS
rn ORS,
ian
ern, J.Easte
THO
and Canad
South
division manager, has returned from
a month's vacation in Florida and
Nassau. As fishing companions he
had William A. Scully, Ed Sparks,
Charles Kessnich, Bob Thomas, T.
J. Connors, Jr., M. A. Lightman,
M
M-GO'She
and
er.a,Shea
ct manag
rn K.
also
distri(Ted)
EasteE.
returned yesterday from Miami.
•
Dan Finn, district manager for
Warner Theatres in New Haven, is
en route to Florida for a few weeks'
vacation. Max Melincoff, district
manager for the circuit in Massachusetts, also has left for the resort.
•
L. M. Graburn of the Famous
Players Canadian home office staff,
has gone to Halifax, N. S., to take
over the duties of district manager
during the illness of R. S. Roddick.
•
H. J. Lankhorst, Jr., owner of
the Sioux Theatre in Hawarden,
Iowa, is a candidate for mayor of that
city. The election will be held
March 25.
•
N. L. Nathanson, head of Famous
Players Canadian Corp., and Mrs.
Nathanson have returned to Toronto
after a vacation in Florida.
•
Sam Glazer, branch manager for
United Artists Corp., Ltd., in Toronto,
has returned to his post after a
month's vacation in Miami.
•
Margaret Leczer, secretary to
William F. Rodgers, M-G-M general
sales manager, has returned from a
vacation in Havana.
•
Milton J. Salzburg, president of
Pictorial Films, Inc., leaves by plane
today for a business trip through
the Middlewest.
•
George Freeman, manager of the
Poli, Springfield, Conn., enters the
Mount Sinai Hospital here today for
an operation.
•
Norman Linz, manager of the
Paramount, Cincinnati, is in the Jewish Hospital in that city with blood
poisoning.
•
John McManus, manager of
Loew's Midland, Kansas City, has left
for a California vacation with his
family.
•
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Seider are vacationing inMexico City after a trip
to Florida and Havana.
•
George Lester, Toronto exhibitor,
has left for a motor trip in the South
with Mrs Lester.
•
James R. Grainger, president of
Republic,
returns today from the
Coast.
Dorothy Lamour is in town following a Miami vacation.
ATTRACTIVE
WITH
FILM

OFFICES

PROJECTION ROOM AND
VAULTS
AVAILABLE AT
REASONABLE RENTAL.

723 Seventh Ave.

Inquire Supt.
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t
AGNEW, Paramounon
F. ident
NEILvice-pres
and distributi
head, returned yesterday from an extended tour of company branches.
•
George Dembow, Toby Gruen,
VrNCENT Trotta, Tom Walker,
Nat Karson, Burgess Meredith,
John Golden, Harry Oshrin, Eddie Dowling, Al Lewis, Robert Milton and Jack
Kirkland at Sardi's
for lunch
yesterday.
e

20th-Fox

Convention

In Chicago April 12
International sales convention of 20th Century-Fox will
be held April 12 and 13 at the
Drake Hotel in Chicago, with
Herman Wobber, general
manager of distribution, presiding. There will be an attendance of about 300 representatives in the United
States and Canada, includingjpv
executives of the foreign de-^W
partment. This is the first
company
to set its annual
sales
meeting.

Monroe Greenthal, Oscar Doob,
Joseph Malcolm, Arthur Alexander, Ralph Cohn, Ernie Westmore, Alan Freedman, Arthur
Kelly
and
Charles Buckley at Bob
day.
Goldstein's Tavern for lunch yestere
Howard Dietz, Dave Palfreyman,
Tom Connors, Ted O'Shea, Sam
Shain, Maurice Bergman, Martin
Starr and Russell Holman lunchNick's Hunting Room in the
Astoring atyesterday.
•

Consolidated

Film

Meeting March 28
Reelection of four directors for
three-year terms is scheduled at the
annual stockholders'
meeting Inc.,
of Consolidated Film Industries,
on
March 28. They are H. J. Yates,
Ralph I. Poucher, W. P. Stevens and
Walter W. Vincent.
Yates is scheduled ' to be reelected
chairman of the board and president
at a directors' meeting to be held following the stockholders' session. Yates
is due from the Coast March 25.

Matthew J. Fox, vice-president of
Universal, who arrived from the Coast
yesterday, will remain at the home
office for about a week before returning to Hollywood.
John Saunders, Film
e
Writer, Found
Dead
Edith Fellows, Columbia juvenile,
Fort Myers, Fla., March 11.— A
will arrive from the Coast by train today for personal appearances at man identified as John Monk Saunders was found dead at the film writLoew's State starting Thursday.
er's winter cottage here today.
•
Saunders, 42, was the author of nuJoseph Miller, Columbia Albany
merous short stories and novels. He
branch manager, was given a party
started
writing
for the screen in 1925
Saturday in celebration of his 47th
birthday.
for Paramount. Included in his write
ings are "The Dawn Patrol," "The
W. G. Enloe, resident manager of Last Flight," "The Eagle and the
North Carolina Theatres at Raleigh, Hawk," "Devil Dogs of the Air," "I
has recovered from an infected throat. Found Stella Parish" and "A Yank at
•
Herbert Wilcox was delayed en
route to New York from the Coast. Foreign Theatres
He is scheduled to arrive today.
•
Film Lack
Oxford."Suffer
{Continued from page 1)
Lou Diamond, Paramount short
subjects department head, returned the war later were bought for th
United States because of the lack o
yesterday from Florida.
e
new pictures.
S. Barret McCormick plans to
Foreign film houses are bookin
leave for Hollywood Friday, to be selected American films to fill th
away about two weeks.
gaps and are reviving old foreign pictures. Their product possibilities are
limited since Russian and German
Lederer Heads Merit
pictures have reached a low in popuOtto Lederer has been elected presilarity and the supply from other coundent of Merit Pictures Corp., indetries is sharply diminished.
pendent distributing organization. Jerome Wilson has been elected viceMOTION PICTURE
president ; Etta V. Segall, treasurer,
and Samuel Brown, secretary- In
line with expansion plans, the comDAILY
pany
is
adding
a
new
program
of
pic(Registered
U. S. Patent Office)
tures.
Published daily except Saturday, Sunday and
holidays by Quigley Publishing Company,
Inc., 1270 Sixth Avenue, Rockefeller Center,
Circuit Net $94,640
New York City. Telephone Circle 7-3100
Montreal, March 11. — United Cable address "Quigpubco, New York." Mar
Amusement Corp., Ltd., operating tin Quigley, Editor-in-Chief and Publisher;
about 20 houses in Quebec Province, Colvin Brown, Vice-President and General
Watterson R. Rothacker, Vicehas reported net profit for 1939 of Manager;
President; Sam Shain, Editor; James A
$94,640, compared with $85,468 for Cron, Advertising manager; Chicago Bureau.
1938. The 1939 net was equal to $1.17 624 South Michigan Avenue, C. B. O'Neill
Hollywood Bureau, Postal Union
per share on the combined A and B manager;
Life Building, Boone Mancall, manager, Wilstock against $1.05 in 1938.
liam R. Weaver, Editor; London Bureau, 4
Golden Square, London Wl, Hope Williams,
cable address "Quigpubco, LonSentence Theatre Vandal manager,
don." All contents copyrighted 1940 by Quigley Publishing Company, Inc. Other Quiglev
St. Louis, March 11. — Earl A. publications:
Motion Picture Herald, Better
Staab, janitor employed at the Fox, Theatres, International Motion Picture Almanac and Fame. Entered as second class
who pleaded guilty to slashing several hundred seats at the theatre, was matter, Sept. 23, 1938, at the post office at
New York, N. Y., under the act of March
sentenced to a year and half in the 3, 1879. Subscription rates per year $6 in the
workhouse,
America! and $12 foreign. Single copiei 10c
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France

Criminal
Hollywood

Prosecutions,

Tuesday, March 12, 1940
Plana

Review
New

Rules

on

"The House of Seven Gables"
Remittances
(Universal)
Arnold
Says
Hollywood, March 11. — Deep and long standing in American mem(Continued from page 1)
ory is Nathaniel Hawthorne's novel of early New England, here filmed
(Continued from page 1)
with care and thoughtfulness. The picture is solid, upstanding enterous practices than the majors, he containment. George Sanders, Margaret Lindsay, Vincent Price, Dick during recent years, American distended.
tributors are seriously concerned over
The Government is not interested in Foran, Nan Grey, Niles Mander and Cecil Kellaway head a competent France's indicated intention of usi«°;
criminal prosecutions, Arnold said, be- cast excellently directed by Joe May. It is a Burt Kelly production, a 1937-'38 withdrawals as the basisw»j
to a num- well planned and executed job, and it is beneficiary of some outstanding the forthcoming regulations. Dreit had "acquiesced"
ber ofcause
business
transactions negotiated enterprise on the part of art director Jack Otterson.
tributors, it is believed, will endeavor
by the majors since 1921. In view
The Hawthorne story, as is well remembered, deals colorfully with to have 1936 withdrawals, which were
of the Government's former stand, such matters as a curse supposedly hanging over a house with seven good by comparison with those for the
there was no warrant for criminal gables, the people who live therein, their affairs and destinies. As two subsequent years, accepted as a
basis instead.
actions, Arnold stated.
Arnold asserted that the Govern- adapted by Harold Green and prepared for the screen by Lester Cole,
Foreign department officials point
ment intends to push the suit to an no gesturings toward the "spooky" are indulged in. The story is funda- out that France has accounted for
mentally mental, though grim, and the plot is worked out in the fine
immediate trial. He told the press
only slightly more than $2,000,000 anthat discussions under the aegis of the detail. It lays commanding hold on attention and retains it to the end.
nually of foreign revenue during reDepartment of Commerce had resulted
cent drawals
years,werewhereas
formerly
withRunning time, 88 minutes. "G."*
Roscoe Williams
about twice
that amount.
in two years of talk without any *"G" denotes general classification.
tangible conclusions being reached.
To pick two low years as the basis
for future withdrawals and then
Continuing in this vein, Arnold
authorize only a percentage of that
scouted at the possibility of settleaverage for remittance to this country
ment. The Government's views had
Spotty Week-EndU.A.'s
would affect some companies so seribeen expressed conclusively in a re- Completing
For N. Y. Grosses
lease issued at the time suit was filed,
New
Season Plans
ously thatcontinue
theybusiness
might
forcedentirely,
to disin be
France
he said.
(Continued from page 1)
it
was
said.
(Continued
from
page
1)
For the first time, Arnold revealed
Taxes, print and labor costs and :
that Special Assistant Attorney Gen- ing of the United Artists board which Husbands" with stage show, garnered
eral Paul Williams was definitely will be held there this week. He an estimated $59,500 for the first four decreasing film rentals account for the
decline in business with France, iti
slated to try the suit for the Govern- plans to return to New York by the days with $77,000 indicated for the was said. The decline has reached
ment.
end of the week. Maurice Silverstone, week. "Three Cheers for the Irish"
such proportions that some companies
Arnold expressed his determination United Artists' chief executive, and
Johnny
their 1939 operations in France
DowneyMcGee's
on the band
stageandatMorthe believe
to take the case up to the Supreme Charles Schwartz, Korda's attorney with ton
resulted in a loss.
Court, if necessary, and had no doubt and board member, will return from Strand drew an estimated $15,500 for
that the defendants would act simi- the Coast later. Lynn Farnol, ad- the weekend. The Astor continued
larly. The Department was somewhat
vertising and publicity director, is ex- at capacity for the 12th week of "Gone
handicapped in prosecuting the film
pected from the Coast by plane to- With the Wind" for an estimated
morrow.
Hays Cites Gains
suit by being shorthanded, he said.
$22,000 on the chapter.
No prediction can be made as to the
Among completed United Artists
"Pinocchio," in its fifth week at
In Picture Quality
length of the trial, Arnold declared.
the Center, should bring an estimated
releases
are
"The
Westerner,"
"Re(Continued from page 1)
In clarifying his remarks upon what
becca," "My Son, My Son," "Our $27,000. The first week of "Castle on
the Government would require in a Town" and
"One Million B.C."
the Hudson" took an estimated $12,- the current run of high-grade pictures
court decree, Arnold stated that the
"Rebecca" is scheduled to open at 000, unusually high for the house, and as a Swiss watch is an accident,"
majors should be immediately de- the Music Hall March 28 and will be
is being held over. "The Marines" Hays
prived of theatre control. However,
"Thesaid.
producers are facing the job
followed
there
by
"My
Son,
My
Son."
Fly
High"
grossed
an
estimated
$7,to prevent a suddenly depressed "Our Town" also will have its New 200 at the Rialto and was replaced of turning millions of casual moviegoers into steady patrons.
Pictures j
theatre market, sale of the majors' York premiere at the Music Hall.
by "Double
circuits might be prolonged over a 10 "House Across the Bay" will have its Saturday
New films
openingAlibi."
on Broadway that are good entertainment are the
year period, he concluded.
first run here at Loew's State, with this week include "Road to Singabest
way said
to do
a minimum booking of two weeks
Hays
thatthefarjob."
from marking a
pore" with Tommy Dorsey's band on
starting March 21.
the stage at the Paramount set for peak, the pictures which are being acclaimed today are part of a steady up'Virginia City' Group
tomorrow, "Young Tom Edison" at
ward progression in quality that has
Leaving Tomorrou
the
Music
Hall
Thursday,
and
"My
been under way more than a year.
$9,404,800 Spent
(Continued from page 1)
Little Chickadee" at the Roxy FriOn Columbia Films
day. "The Earl
Chicago" bows at
leaving at 4:20 P. M. will be the
the Criterion
on of
Thursday.
Four Companies Formed
(Continued from page 1)
following : Chick Lewis, Showmen's
Trade Review; Jay Emanuel, The dition, listed production costs for the
Albany, March 11. — Four motion
'Wind' Subsequents
picture firms have been incorporated
Exhibitor; Sam Shain, Motion Pic- seasons of 1928-29 through 1936-37.
here, all of New York City. They are :
Columbia maintained in its answers
ture Daily; George Tucker, Associated Press ; Ira Wolfert, N.A.N.A. ; that it is an independent producer and To St Louis March 28 Recreation, Inc., by David H. JackJohn E. Cosgrove and Edwin
Lucius Beebe, Herald-Tribune Syndi- distributor and has been since its orFirst subsequent runs of "Gone man.
E. Lindgren ; Mozart Films, Inc., by
cate; Howard Barnes, New York
ganization in1924. The company em- With the Wind" other than in New
Herald-Tribune ; Frank Farrell, New
ploys 1,200 persons in production and York have been set for St. Louis, Peter A. Lewis, Florence Abramson,
York World Tele pram; Eileen Creel- 1,050 in distribution, according to the where the film will open March 28 and Josephine Langfelder ; Ruth <
man, New York Sun; Jack Lait, New replies.
at the downtown Empress and uptown Amusement Corp., by Frank Schwartz,
Answers also stated that Columbia Esquire. The film recently completed Bela Spiegel and Herman H. DanoDaily Mirror; Herbert Cohen, Brooklyn Eagle; Ely Jacques Kahn, The has a fixed outstanding indebtedness a six-week run at Loew's State in wit, and Todo Picture Corp., by Robert Morris, Barnett M. Kaplan and !
New Yorker; Frank Tinsely, Reu- of $1,250,000 in the form of a six-year St. Louis.
Solomon Granett.
The
picture
will
play
four
groups
sinking
fund
indenture
which
is
being
ter's ; Andre Peron, Havas Agency
Joe Miller, Philadelphia Inquirer, and; retired at $250,000 yearly.
of Loew neighborhood houses in
Elsie Finn, Philadelphia Record.
Rites for John Meador
Examination before trial of Grad- Greater New York, starting at the
Home office representatives include : well L. Sears, vice-president of Paradise and Valencia March 21, with
Funeral services for John Meador,
Jacob Wilk, Ralph W. Budd, John Warner Brothers in charge of sales, other openings scheduled March 28,
54, former publicity executive with
Harkins and Sidney Rechetnik. Dr. will be conducted today. Sears was April 4 and April 11.
the old Metro company, were held
Duncan Emrich of Columbia Univer- to testify yesterday but his examinayesterday at the McGrath Funeral
sity and his wife will also be memtion was postponed.
Parlor in Bronxville, N. Y. Meador
bers of the party.
Fidler to State's Stage
Jimmie Fidler, Hollywood news died at the Roosevelt Hospital after
The Eastern group will be joined
Leases Filmarte
commentator, whose radio contract on a long illness. The body was creM
in Chicago by a delegation from the
mated at Ardsley, N. Y.
midwest who will proceed with them
Esperia Film Distributing Co., dis- CBS expires April 23, will start a
tributor of Italian-made films, has personal appearance engagement at
to Truckee, Cal. There they will
leased the Filmarte Theatre, W. 58th the State on Thursday. The supWalter Logan Dies
meet the "Virginia City Special," carporting company includes Helen Mack,
rying Hollywood stars and correspon- St., foreign picture house, and will
Cleveland,
March
1 1 . — Walter
dents and Warner studio executives, soon reopen the theatre with "The Olympe Bradna, Edith Fellows, Mi- Logan, music director here for NBC,
chael Whalen, Peter Lind Hayes and and associated with WTAM for 17 ;
headed by Jack L. Warner, Hal B. Life of Giuseppe Verdi." The theMary Healy.
atre has been closed for some time.
Wallis and S. Charles Einfeld.
years, died today of a heart ailment.
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• High intensity projection light at a power consumption of approximately ONE KILOWATT at the arc is no longer a dream. New
projection lamps, both AC and DC, are now on the market which
make this dream a reality.
These latest developments in projection light equipment give the
small theatre, with screens up to 18 foot width, an economical source
of snow white projection light, a high level of screen illumination and
perfect color projection.
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New
in

Variety

Work

Stunt

Allen's
May

Hollywood

Finished — "Son of the Navy," untitled "Renfrew," western.
Started— "Tom Boy."
Paramount
In Work— "Destiny," "The Ghost
Breakers," an untitled Henry Aldrich
picture.
Started — "Northwest Mounted PoRKO
lice."

Twentieth Century-Fox has begun
preparations for the remake of a picture that in 1922 took one year to
make — -"Down to the Sea in Ships,"
whaling film which brought Clara
Bow into the limelight. The film is
on the 1940-'41 schedule as a high
budget production and Darryl F. Zanuck already has Fred Sersen, cowinner of the Academy special effects
award, taking background scenes on
location at Monterey.

In Work — "Tom Brown's School
Days," "Saint Takes Over."
Republic
Other news from 20th Century-Fox
In Work — "Grandpa Goes to is that portions of Shirley Temple's
Town," "Young Buffalo Bill," "In earlier films will be used in her curOld Missouri."
vehicle,
Young People,"
but itrent
will
not "The
be a cavalcade
of her
Started — "Women in War."
screen career, as previously reported
Hal Roach
by columnists. Miss Temple will
In Work — "Turnabout."
play the role of a youngster in vaudeEdward Small
ville, born to vaudeville artists. The
In Work — "South of Pago Pago." song and dance numbers of her previous films will be utilized to show her
20th Century-Fox
In Work — "Lillian Russell," "Mary- performer
in the process
of "growing
up" Jack
as a
to her
present age.
land," "Rogue of the Rio Grande."
Oakie, Charlotte Greenwood and
Universal
Arleen
adult roles.Whelan have the leadingFinished — "La Conga Nights."
In Work — "Sandy Is a Lady," "If I
Had My Way."
Walter Wanger's film, "Personal
Started — "I Can't Give You AnyHistory," inspired by Vincent
thing But Love, Baby."
Sheean's non-fiction best seller, will
Warners
give screenplay credit to six writers
Finished — "An Angel from Texas." — James Hilton, Charles Bennett,
/„ Work— "The Sea Hawk," "All Robert Benchley, Alfred HitchThis and Heaven, Too," "Torrid
cock, Joan Harrison and Alma ReZone," "Flight Eight."
ville, an unprecedented number. However, changes may be made in the
final listing for the main leader.
Two Fined Heavily
"Personal History" is to start shootFor Running
Bingo
ing next week with Joel McCrea topHarrisburg, Pa., March 11. — Two
ping the cast. Shooting on "The Long
defendants in Dauphin County Court Voyage Home," to be made for Wangtoday on charges involving the opera- er by Argosy Productions (John
tion of Bingo, were fined $150 each Ford and Dudley Nichols) will start
about April 15. It is adapted from a
and directed to pay costs.
This is the first sentence in the local series of one-act plays by Eugene
court on the operation of Bingo and O'Neill, John Wayne and Thomas
followed the first arrests in that con- Mitchell will get top roles.
nection ever made in the county. DeArturo Godoy, who traded blows
fendants were Frank P. Bacastow,
owner of the premises about 10 miles with Joe Louis for 15 rounds, and
east of this city, where the games his wife, Ledda, have been signed by
were played, and Enos Floyd, Rheems, Republic to appear in the currently
who operated the games. Twenty- shooting Higgins Family picture,
five children were among the 50 play- "Grandpa Goes to Town." Godoy and
ers around the boards when a raid Maxie Rosenbloom will do a cinewas made Feb. 14.
matic boxing exhibition.

Guild

Publicity

Result

Hollywood, March 11. — Hollywood
has been full of publicity stunts since
its inception. Some of them have been
others not so good. But one
Hollywood, March 11. — Thirty- good,
three pictures were before the cameras under way at present is growing like
this week, M-G-M leading the parade a proverbial snowball, and may result
with nine films shooting. Six were in being the plot of a motion picture.
Some weeks ago, Gracie Allen
started and nine finished. Twenty are
being prepared and 60 are being edited. met with her publicity agents, Tom
Fizdale, Inc., Hal Rorke, western
The tally by studios :
publicity
director for CBS, and other
Columbia
advisors,
to work updecided
a "stunt."
in collaboration,
thatThey,
she
Finished— "The 'Man Who Would should make a campaign for the
Not Die."
Started— "Dead Man Isle."
United States' presidency.
Since then, she has appeared on alM-G-M
most every major NBC and CBS
Finished — "Dr. Kildare's Girl," program, in addition to her weekly
"And One Was Beautiful."
stint with George Burns on CBS'
In Work — "Two Girls on Broad- Hinds Honey and Almond Cream
way," "Edison the Man," "Waterloo show, plugging her candidacy. Fan
Bridge," "Pride and Prejudice," "The mail grew, public interest grew and
Mortal Storm," "20 Mule Team," "Su- now it is reported — authoritatively,
san and God," "Andy Hardy Meets a and not by her press agents — that several studios are interested in the idea
Debutante."
as the theme for a picture starring
Started — "Boom Town."
her.
Monogram
In

Tuesday, March 12, 19

Daily

Films
Grade

Are

Picture

Theatre

in

Film

Donated

During Holy Week
Providence, March 11. — The
RKO-Albee here has donated
its facilities during Holy
Week to the Rhode Island
Council of Churches each day
from 9 to 11 A. M. for the
screening of Cecil B. DeMille's "The King of Kings,"
reissued with sound accompaniment. No admission will
be charged.

Increases

Union

Iti

Power

American Guud of Variety Artis
has further consolidated union
strength behind its organization;drive in motion picture presence sic
houses, vaudeville circuits and^jKlj
clubs by joining the Theatrical Trade
Council. In addition, later this weei
it will submit a proposal to tr
Brother Artists Association, union c

performers
the will
burlesque
fiek'
under
which in
B.A.A.
be dissolve
and its members will join A.G.V./i
A.G.V.A. received assurances frof
other unions in the Theatrical Trade
Nick and Weston
Council that they would support th
Seeking New
Trial vaudeville union in all negotiation:
Hoyt S. Haddock, A.G.V.A. executiv
declared.
Unions whk:
St. Louis, March 11. — A motion secretary
for a new trial has been filed by John compose the council include Opera :
P. Nick and Clyde A. Weston in the tors Union Local 306, Studio Me,
suit in which Judge Ernest F. Oakley
chanics Local
52, Cameramen's
644, Musicians
LocalUnio
801:
ousted them from control of the oper- Local
Stagehands
Local
1
and
4, Sceni
ators' union, Local 143, permanently
enjoined them from interfering with Artists and Theatrical Teamster;
its management, rendered a money None of the other actor branches c|
judgment requiring them to account the Associated Actors and Artistes ql
for union funds and appointed two America is a member of the Council
A.G.V.A. is scheduled to start ne;
permanent receivers for the local.
The case in which Nick and Weston gotiations with Broadway film presen
were charged with extorting $6,500 tations houses this week. There hav
from theatre owners in 1937 has been been several preliminary discussions
continued until the April term of the The support of the mechanical union
Circuit court. The continuance was should aid these negotiations mate
rially, Haddock said.
granted
because
Weston's
illness
of
a heart
ailmentof and
the desire
to
The move to have B.A.A. drop it
clear first a contempt citation against
identity and join A.G.V.A. is mad'
the St. Louis Post-Dispatch in con- in the interests of greater unioniza
nection with the dismissal of the
tion of the burlesque field, unioi
$10,000 extortion charge against Ed- sources declared. It was pointed ou
ward M. Brady.
that B.A.A. has obtained favorabL
contracts in the metropolitan are;
Indiana ATO
Hits
only but that such organization couk
be extended nationally by A.G.V.A1
16mm.
Competition
A.G.V.A. has obtained 10 contract:
It is the responsibility of the pro- covering performers with traveling
ducers to see that no feature pictures, carnivals, it was disclosed. Thest
either 35mm. or 16mm. be made avail- include the Greater Exposition Shows
able to non-theatrical accounts oper- Hennies Bros., Beckman & Gerety
ating in competition with established Royal American, Fairly & Little
motion picture theatres, the Associ- Rubin & Cheny Exposition, Golc,
ated Theatre Owners of Indiana, Inc., Medal Show, The Mighty Sheesk}
declares in a bulletin.
Midway, Sol's Liberty Shows, ano;
The statement, issued over the sig- Dodson
& Baillie's Worlds Fail
Shows.
nature of Don R. Rosister, executive
secretary, maintains that the 16mm.
operator is delivering to the public
without admission charges entertainLate Flashes
ment upon which the theatre owner
must ersdepend
a living. "For
produc-to
to makefor features
available
16mm. operators, who pay a minimum
Louisville, March 11. — Efforts te
film rental and exhibit the pictures bring the annual convention of the
without admission charge, is totally Motion Picture Operators and the
State Employes International unior
unfair," the statement said.
here were dropped definitely today
Alexander Jeffery, State Federatior
Six New Films Win
of Labor president, said today.
Legion Approval
Hollywood, March 11. — The Screen
National Legion of Decency has approved six of the seven films reviewed Actors Guild tonight notified the Central Labor Council of Los Angeles
and classified for the current week,
four for general patronage and two of its decision to reaffiliate with that
from12,which
for adults. One film was rated objec- group
December
1939. it had withdrawn
tionable inpart. New films and their
classification follow :
Class A-l, Unobjectionable for GenHollywood, March 11. — New coineral Patronage: "The Ghost Comes operated film projectors will end the
domination
of automatic phonographs,
Home," "The House of Seven Gain
taverns
and
similar outlets, Henry
bles," "Little Miss Molly," "Shooting High." Class A-2, Unobjectionable Henigson, James Roosevelt's associate
for Adults : "They Came by Night," producer, said today upon his returnChicago where he conferred
"Virginia City." Class B, Objection- from
with Mills Novelty Co.
able in Part : "The Baker's Wife."
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'Wrath'

Jorror

Dual
Hollywood

Pulls
Gross

Review

$15,500

in

Loop

Gets

$44,500

"A Bill of Divorcement"
(RKO)
Hollywood, March 11. — The problem of inherited insanity is handled
with consummate grace and skill in this latest rendition of Clemence

L.A.

at

3

Houses

Los Angeles, March 11.— "Grapes
, Chicago, March 11. —"Black Friof Wrath," in a first week at the
jy," dualled with the "House of the Dane's stage play to be brought to the screen.
Maureen O'Hara further established her abilities as the daughter who 4 Star, Chinese and Loew's State,
ev<5fl Gables," drew a strong $15,500
grossed a total of $44,500 : $14,500 at
Palace. "Grapes of Wrath," sacrifices her love because of the mental taint in her family, a role pre;tei a slow start, hit a fast stride to
viously enacted by Katherine Hepburn, in 1932, and by Constance Binney the Chinese, $9,000 at the 4 Star and
Loew's
State.
con;ive Chicago Theatre $47,200. "Night 10 years prior to that. The girl's father, whose unexpected return $21,000tinueat
4 Star
but It
be will
replaced
t Nights" at the State-Lake plus from an asylum causes her realization that he is insane rather than suf- after oneat the
week at the other two.
immy Dorsey's band got $16,800 and
merely from shell-shock, is portrayed by Adolphe Menjou with
Estimated takings for the week endCastle on the Hudson," at the Gar- finesse fering
and understanding, John Barrymore having had the part in the
ck, did $6,000.
ing March 6 :
"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
Estimated takings for the week end- earlier RKO version.
CARTHAY CIRCLE— (1,518) (75c-$1.50) 7
ig March 6-8:
Fay Bainter is seen as the girl's mother, for whom is sacrificed the days. 10th week. Gross: $16,500. (Average, $17,000)
rhe Light That Failed" (Para.)
younger
marriage in order that the other may marry the man "Grapes
of Wrath" (20th-Fox)
APOLLO— (1,400) (3Sc-S5c-75c) 7 days, 4th she loves,woman's
her lover being enacted by Herbert Marshall. Completing
eek. Gross: $4,500. (Average, $6,000)
CHINESE—
(2,500) $12,500)
30c-75c) 7 days. Gross:
(Average,
irapes of Wrath" (ZOth-Fox)
the major characterizations is that of Dame May Whitty as the tyran- $14,500.
"Grapes of Wrath" (Zttth-Fox)
CHICAGO— (4,000) (35c-55c-75c) 7 days,
nical aunt.
age: Stage
Revue.
Gross: $47,200.
4 STAR— (900)
7 days. Gross:
"Pinocchio"
(RKO)(30c-55c)
$9,000.
(Average,
$3,250)
leverage, $32,000)
Confining
the
action
almost
completely
to
the
interior
of
the
family's
:astle on the Hudson" (W. B.)
(2,700) (30c-65c) 7 days,
GARRICK — (1,000) (35c-55c-75c) 7 days, English home, producer Robert Sisk and director John Farrow have 4thHILLSTREET—
week. Gross: $7,500. (Average, $6,500)
ross: $6,000. (Average, $5,000)
accented subtly the underlying bleakness of the story, with Dalton
"Grapes of Wrath" (2ttth-Fo«)
ione With the Wind" (M-G-M)
ORIENTAL— (3,200) (75c-$1.10-$1.50) 7 Trumbo's screenplay bearing the same emphasis. Lee Marcus was "Pinocchio"
LOEW'S
STATE — (2,500) (30c-75c) 7
days. Gross: (RKO)
$21,000. (Average, $14,000)
'iys, 6th week. 3 shows daily. Gross: executive producer.
'1,000. (Average, $13,000)
PANTAGES— (3,000) (30c-65c) 7 days, 4th
Slack Friday" (Univ.)
Running time, 73 minutes. "A"
Walter Selden week.
Gross: $7,500. (Average, $7,000)
-louse of Seven Gables" (Univ.)
PALACE — (2,500) (35c-55c-75c) 7 days,
"Adventure in Diamonds" (Para.)
ross: $15,500. (Average, $12,000)
*"A" denotes adult classification.
PARAMOUNT— (3,595) (30c-65c) 7 days.
-fe Married His Wife" (20th- Fox)
Stage: F. & M. revue, Jimmy Lunceford
ROOSEVELT— (1,300) (35c-55c-75c) 7
and his orchestra. Gross: $14,000. (Average,
iys. Gross: $10,200. (Average, $11,000)
$18,000)
Walsh Moving Office
Producers Accused
lights of Nights" (W. B.)
"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
STATE-LAKE — (2,700) (25c-35c-50c) 7
UNITED ARTISTS— (2,100) (75c -$1.50) 7
George Walsh, operator of Paraiys. Stage: Jimmy Dorsey and Band,
10th week. Gross: $18,000.
mount Wometco theatres up-state, days,
ross: $16,800. (Average, $12,000)
By NLRB's
Report
Ehrlich's Magic Bullet" (W. B)
Washington, March 11. — Prompt will move his headquarters to the "Dr.
"Blondic on a Budget" (Col.)
'Jorthwest Passage" (M-G-M)
UNITED ARTISTS— (1,700) (35c-55c-75c) action will be taken on the report filed
WARNER BROS. (HOLLYWOOD) —
days, 2nd week. Gross: $16,600. (Aver- over the weekend by Trial Examiner Paramount home office from Pough- (3,000)
(30c-65c)
se, $14,000)
(Average,
$14,000) 7 days. Gross: $12,500.
keepsie
in
the
near
future.
The
move
J. J. FitzPatrick recommending that
lone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
Ehrlich's Magic Bullet" (W. B)
WOODS— (1,100) ($1.10-$1.50), 7 days, 6th eight motion picture producers be re- is said to be only for increased con- "Dr.
venience and efficiency in buying and "Blondie on a Budget" (Col.)
i?ek, 2 shows daily. Gross: $14,400.
quired to cease interfering with the
WARNER BROS. (DOWNTOWN) which is conducted with ex- (3,400) (30c-65c) 7 days. Gross: $11,600.
right of their employes to self -organ- booking, changes
(Average. $12,000)
here.
ization and that seven of them abaniudience Building
don the contract with screen playDrive Succeeding
wrights, Inc., it was said at the National Labor Relations Board today.
; Based on successful campaigns in
The report, summing up the invesiree test cities, the Audience Organitigation and hearings held in Los An■tion Committee of the League of
geles last August, charged Universal,
;ew York Theatres and Actors
quity decided at a meeting yesterday Selznick International, 20th Century' go forward with their plans for Fox, Loew's, Inc., Warner Brothers,
RKO, Columbia and Paramount with
trolling 2,500 members.
1 Tentative plans for interesting the- interfering with and maligning their
regoers have been consolidated into writers' activity in the Screen Writers
le which provides that members who Guild. The companies had contracts
:posit $5 may reserve tickets by tele- with Screen Playwrights, formed, it
lone. Members who do not make was alleged, as a result of the pro. *\KtH
e deposit will be permitted to make
ducers' efforts to break up the Guild.
.WW*
The N. L. R. B. certified the Guild
nervations by telephone also, but
•ill be required to pick up the tickets as the bargaining representative of the
fixed number of days before the per- writers in August, 1938, but its efforts
LOUVSt
to bring about a peaceful solution of
rmance.
the
controversy
were
futile
and
several
The campaigns in Scarsdale, White
fains and Bronxville provided for a attempts to negotiate a settlement
neral meeting of those interested in proved unsuccessful.
e movement.
Unsatisfactory results
pl to the abandonment of this phase English Company
ft a high response to a request for
To Distribute Here
lil ballots led the committee to conlue with a direct mail campaign,
Albany, March 11. — Pinebrook,
i About 250 persons have expressed Limited, the English producing comi interest in joining the Playgoers,
pany, has filed a designation with the
the new organization will be called. Secretary of State for permission to
do business in this state. Pinebrook
Plays in Providence
is chartered to conduct a "cinematoProvidence, March 11. — Antonio
graph, television films and motion picture business." Spencer M. Reis is
pmano, local film exhibitor who also
lilds the legitimate franchise for named as a director and M. L. Axworthy as secretary.
rovidence, has booked two world
emieres of new stage plays for the
At the offices of Fitelson & Mayers,
layhouse. Alfred Lunt and Lynn
bntanne will appear here March 29- attorneys for Pinebrook, it was said
1 in Robert E. Sherwood's new play, that the company intended to distribute films here and that the filing was
Revelation," and on April 12-13
jiorge M. Cohan returns to his old a necessary preliminary step. Although there are no definite plans at
j'lme town to open "The Return of
present, an announcement will be made
]e
a sequel to Cohan's in the near future, it was said.
TheVagabond,"
Tavern."
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Television

Stations

In

Now

Operation

Seventeen television stations are
now in operation in the country. Two
are broadcasting regularly and the
others are experimenting with new
types of transmission. Three portable
stations are attached to those now
operating and two additional stations
have obtained construction permits.
Applications are on file with the
F.C.C. for licenses to build 22 new
stations and two new portable units,
a checkup revealed yesterday.
W2XBS, an NBC station in New
York, and W6XOA, Los Angeles station of the Don Lee network, are the
only stations operating on regular program schedules.
Under the recent F.C.C. ruling, a
re-allocation of licenses will be required in the near future. Class 1
stations will not be permitted to take
advantage of the Commission's limited
commercialization ruling while Class 2
stations will have that privilege.
Class 2 stations will be required to
telecast a minimum of 10 hours of
programs weekly.
The RCA station in Camden,
W3XEP; has the highest power assigned to it among the stations, 30,000 watts for both the visual and
aural signal. W2XBS (NBC) is
next with 12,000 watts. Philco Radio
& Television, W3XE, Philadelphia, is
third with 10,000, and W2XAB, New
York (CBS) is fourth with 7,500.
Additional facilities to existing licensed stations are being sought by
Don Lee for the erection of a 1,000
watt station in San Francisco ; by the
Allen B. DuMont Laboratories for
1,000 watt stations in New York City
and Washington; by General Electric
for the re-instatement of W2XD, in
Schenectady with 40 watts, and CBS
and NBC are seeking additional licenses for portable units in New York.
The list of applicants with station
locations and power requested follows :
Don Lee, San Francisco, 1,000
watts : Milwaukee Journal, Milwaukee, 1,000 watts; Crosley Corp.,
Cincinnati, 1,000 watts; Kansas State
College of Agriculture and Applied
Science, Manhattan, Kansas, 100
watts ; Earle C. Anthony, Inc., Los
Angeles, 1,000 watts; May Department Stores, Los Angeles, 1,000
watts ; Allen B. DuMont Laboratories,
New York and Washington, 1,000
watts each ; Television Productions,
Inc., Los Angeles, 1,000 watts; Lero>'s ; Travelers
Jewelers, Broadcasting
Los Angeles,Service,
1,000
watts
Avon, Conn., 1,000 watts.
Also, Metropolitan Television, New
York, 1,000 watts ; Midland Broadcasting, Kansas City, 1,000 watts; Bamberger Broadcasting Service, New
York, 1,000 watts; Grant Union High
School District, North Sacramento,
Cal., 1,000 watts! WDRC, Inc., Meriden, Conn., 1,000 watts; R. B. Eaton,
Des Moines, 100 watts; CBS, New
York, portable unit, 25 watts ;
WCAU Broadcasting, Philadelphia,
1,000 watts; Farnsworth Television
and Radio Corp., Fort Wayne, Ind.,
1.000 watts! Balaban & Katz, Chicago, 1,000 watts; NBC, New
York, portable unit, 15 watts,
with two channels ; General Electric Co., Schenectady (re-instatement

Television
First

Picture

Idea

Picture

Television, unlike many fields of
scientific endeavor, was conceived long
before it could possibly be accomplished.
This fact is pointed out in a new
brochure prepared by the RCA Manufacturing Co., calledwith
"Television,"
which is described
comparativein
simplicity what television is and how
it works.
"The basic methods of providing
sight-at-a-distance were deliberately
sought by inventors," the booklet
points
out, "some
at
the solutions
for of
the whom
problemsarrived
long
before the means existed for carry-

Tuesday, March 12, 194(

Daily

Century
Sent

in

Old;
1906

Brevities

up pictures and sending elements over
wires.
1884 — Nipkow proposed the rotatducing.
ing hole disc for scanning and repro-

to
has agreed
BETTE
e on th«
make aDAVIS
third appearanc
Screen Guild Theatre over CBS. Sh«
and James Cagney, who was recently
1890 — Elster and Geitel invented the heard on the program for the thirc
time, are the only S.A.G. member;
photo-electric cell.
1906 — Rignoux and Fournier sent a who
ed their rs
contribut
serviafj'
. Performe
three have
occasions
arsH
crude picture over wires.
1907— DeForest invented the vacuum paid, all funds received going to thij
Motion Picture Relief Fund.
tube amplifier.

1907 — Rosing and Campbell Swinton proposed the cathode ray tube for
television.
1909 — Knudson sent a drawing by
radio.
1923 — Jenkins and Baird transmitted
silhouettes by wire.
ing
out
their
ideas."
The booklet cites the following
The decade from 1928 to 1938 was
dates, each a step in the development devoted to the more recent phases of
of television :
television development, starting with
of the RCA tele1847 — Bakewell proposed the "copy- the establishment
vision laboratory in 1928, coordinating
ing telegraph," using scanning.
1873 — May discovered photo-elec- work of General Electric and Westtric properties of selenium and at- inghouse.
In 1938, it is explained, was put
tempted to use it for picture transmission.
into use television field pickup equipment, and commercial type television
1875 — Carey proposed bank of selenium cells and lamps for breaking station equipment was made available.

of W2XD), 40 watts; and Boston
Edison Co., Boston, 10,000 watts.
Existing stations and their affiliations follow :
W2XAB, New York, CBS, two
channels, 7,500 watts; W6XAO, Los
Angeles, Don Lee, two channels with
a construction permit for a third, 1,000
watts ; W6XDU, a Don Lee portable
unit; W2XVT, Passaic, N. J., Allen
B. DuMont Laboratories, 50 watts,
with a construction permit for
W10XKT, a portable unit; W9XAL,
Kansas City, First National Television, two channels, 300 watts;
W1XG, Boston, General Television
Corp., with two channels, 500 ; the following General Electric stations,
W2XH, Schenectady, 40 watts;
W2XB, Albany, 10,000 watts ; W2XI,
New Scotland, New York, 10 watts ;
and a construction permit for W1XA,
Bridgeport, 10,000 watts.
Also W2XBS, New York, NBC,
with two channels, 12,000 watts and
W2XBT, a portable unit; W3XE,
Philadelphia, Philco, with two channels, 10,000 watts, and W3XP, 15
watts; W9XG, West Lafayette, Ind.,
Purdue University, 1,500 watts;
W2XDR, New York, Radio Pictures,
Inc., an affiliate of WQXR, with two
channels, 1,000 watts; W3XEP, Camden, N. J., RCA, with two channels,
30,000 watts, and W3XAD, a portable
unit ; W9XK, Iowa City, Iowa, University of Iowa, 100 watts and
W9XUI, also owned by the University, with two channels, 100 watts ;
and W9XZV, Chicago, Zenith Radio,
with two channels, 1,000 watts.

Radio

Election
As

CEA

of

Mears

President

Scheduled

Today

Commentators Honored
Three commentators have beei,
honored by the New York Statr
Board of the Woman's Internation:
al League for Peace and Freedom
for
fair Davis,
presentation
of warRaymond
news— i
Elmer
of CBS,
Gram Swing, of Mutual, and Quinc*
Howe, of WQXR.
Personalities in the News
David S. Little, formerly in chargt,
of aviation activities for RCA Manw
facturing, has joined American Air]
lines as a radio engineer. . . . Grif
Thompson, sales manager of KYW'
Philadelphia, came to town yesterday'

.due. .tor
Bennie
con'\
of theKrueger
WOR was
studionamed
orchestra
yesterday. . . . Theresa Helburn, di\
rector of the Theatre Guild, will b\
Ilka Chase's guest on "Luncheon al
Saturday.
the Waldorf" over NBC-Blue at 1 :f

Hockey Broadcast from Boston
Capitalizing on the closeness 0|]
London, March 11. — Harry P. E. the current hockey league racei
Mears, vice-president, is expected to WHN which broadcasts the game
be elected president of the Cine- from Madison Square Garden onl;|
matograph Exhibitors Association at will carry the game between thii
the annual general meeting of the Rangers and Bruins from Bostoi
tonight.
C.E.A. tomorrow. Mears will succeed E. J. Hinge.
Program News
Sidney K. Lewis, at present deleSylvia Altschuler started a nei
gate from the Birmingham and Midlands Branch, independent operating record series over WHN last nigh
the Victory at Loughborough, will at 11:30. The show will be sold |
be
elected vice-president, succeeding quarter-hours strips. Mission Bell
Mears.
will sponsor seven quarter-hour:
The only major subject scheduled weekly. Incidentally, Mission Bet
for discussion involves wartime pro- yesterday signed for 25 quarter-hour
cedure and a proposal to enlarge the weekly over WHN for the next 2\
executive committee during the war to weeks. . . . Texaco has renewed th
include three circuit representatives "Star Theatre" for an additional 1'
without election. It is expected that weeks. It zvill continue at the fui
independent theatre representatives will hour length, being one of the fev
raise objections to such a move.
variety shows to continue at thai
The annual C.E.A. banquet will be length.
held tomorrow evening at Grosvenor
Two More NBC Stations
House, with Sir John Reith, Minister
Two new stations will affiliate them
of Information, scheduled to make the
selves with NBC this month, networ)
chief address at the banquet.
officials announced vesterday. 0
March 15, KYUM, Yuma, Ariz., op
Grand Jury Urges
erated by the Yuma Broadcasting Cc
of which John H. Huber is presiden1
Price Cut for Youth will join. KYUM has 250 watts, day
Minneapolis, March 11. — A re- and 100 watts, night, and is heard o
duction of the admission prices for 1,210 k.c. The other station, WFMJ
youths between 12 and 18 years of Youngstown, O., operated by Williar
To Redeem Stock
age would result in a decrease in ju- F. Maag, Jr., on 1,420 k.c, with 25
venile delinquency, according to the watts, full time, joins on March 2A
Dover, Del., March 11.— Notice of Hennepin County Grand Jury, now
Aid for Metropolitan Opera
redemption of preferred stock of in session here.
Principal Theatres Corp., a Delaware
In a letter to Theodore Hays of the
a tieup between the Metropoli
corporation with offices at Los An- Minnesota Amusement Co., the jury tanIn Opera
and Warner Bros., ol<
geles, has been filed with the secre- requested such prices be cut to 10 handbills and programs used durinj
tary of state here by E. H. Messer,
secretary.
the appearance of famous opera sing
cents. Such a program would "eliminate a great deal of Saturday after- ers at Piper's Opera House in Vir
noon downtown gang action and ma- ginia City, Nevada, will be auctioned
Start Weekly Vaudeville
terially aid in the policing of the on Saturday at Virginia City in con,
New Haven, March 11.— The Bi- downtown area," the jury said. The nection with the premiere of the War
jou, Loew-Poli subsequent run house present admission here is 10 cents ner film. Proceeds of the sale wil
here, has started regular weekly for children under 12 years. Full go to the Met as a contribution tl
12.
vaudeville, the only house here using adult
prices are charged for all over the $1,000,000 for which it is cam
stage shows regularly.
paigning.
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Tin Can Admission
In Cleanup of City
Shreveport, La., March 12.
— All suburban houses of
Shreveport are joining in the
citywide cleanup campaign
the week of March 23 by offering free admissions to all
persons bringing a score of
old tin cans collected in the
drive. The cleanup is sponsored by the Chamber of
Commerce and will be the
opening event of the cam-

In the past 18 years the film industry has endeavored "to build up a
successful system of self-regulation
First Conviction in Local with
the least possible Government
Area Is Defeated
regulation," Will H. Hays said last
night in addressing students of engineering at Princeton University.
Special Sessions Court in Brooklyn
"The
industry has stood ready to
yesterday voided the conviction of
James May, former manager of the cooperate and has cooperated with
paign.
Atlantic Theatre, Brooklyn, on public authority in every way, endeavoring
always
to
maintain
that
proper
charges of operating a lottery at the
relation which a great industry should New Effort to Settle
:heatre, and acquitted him.
maintain
to its Government," Hays
I, May was fined $500 and sentenced said.
to 30 days in jail last July after a
Warner
Strike Fails
Reciting industry statistics, the M.
learing in Special Sessions in which
P.
P.
D.
A.
president
told
his
audi[fudge Bayes found that the manner
ence that one-ninth of the world's
fin which Screeno was conducted was population
Philadelphia, March 12. — The latgoes to motion picture thei lottery. The conviction was apest attempt to settle the music strike
atres weekly; that the 17,000 theatres
pealed to the Supreme Court Appelits fourth month against Warners
ate Division and remanded for a new in more than 9,000 cities and towns in
in the United States pay some $150,- Theatres here has again blown up,
;:rial.
000,000
for rent, insurance, taxes and it was indicated today by Anthony
This was the first conviction of its
interest, and some $50,000,000 for light Luizzi and A. Rex Riccardi, president
and secretary, respectively, of the
jdnd in Greater New York. Subse- and heat.
quently the Century Circuit announced
He estimated that 65 per cent of the Philadelphia Musicians' Union, on
|:hat it was dropping chance games total receipts of these theatres remains their return today from Miami where
because the ruling made its mana- in their individual communities.
Conferences were held over the weekgers liable. The Atlantic, which has
Hays said the industry employs
end with Joseph N. Weber, A.F.M.
:losed since, was operated by Herman about 300,000 workers at an annual president; Frank Phelps in charge of
;Eisenstadt.
payroll of $369,000,000; has a capital Warner labor relations, and Ted
i Melvin Albert of Weisman, Celler, investment of $1,888,000,000 in the- Schlanger, Warner circuit head here.
3uinn, Allan & Spett, I.T.O.A. counatres, $100,000,000 in studios and $20,Warners held to their original desel, told the court that under a N. Y. 000,000 in distribution facilities. It
mands for the employment of musicians at the Earle Theatre here and
i"ourt of Appeals decision in 1937, has an annual Federal tax bill of
:hance games are legal as long as the
Sundays
at the Stanley Theatre in
and spends $80,000,000 an- for
Camden,
N. J.
patrons are eligible for awards even $100,000,000
nually for advertising, he said.
'hough they do not pay admission.
90 Writers

Relay
Of

U.S.

Questions

Skouras

and

Gradwell L. Sears, vice-president of
Warner Brothers in charge of sales,
described his company's distribution
policies at a pre-trial examination yesterday in the New York anti-trust
suit. Sears will continue his testimony
today.

Spyros Skouras, head of National
Theatres, is slated to testify on March
18 with Joseph M. Schenck, chairman
of the board of directors of Twentieth-Century Fox, following him. Y.
Frank Freeman, vice-president of
Paramount, will take the stand on
March 20.
Sears claimed that his production
company never discussed with affiliated
theatre companies the terms upon
Film Players Donate
which pictures were licensed to comAmbulance
for Finns
peting theatres. He added that WarAn ambulance, with crew of five,
ners had no regular method of handling complaints on clearance made by
[inanced by Hollywood film players, is
[cheduled to sail from here for Fin- exhibitors.
land on March 22.
In distributing films and determining

Sears,

Calls

SchenckNext

CENTS

System

Television

'41
by
Ready
Manufacturers
Launching
Big Sales Campaign
Radio Corporation of America expects to complete construction of its
new television relay system to Philadelphia before the end of 1940, it was
announced yesterday by David Sarnoff ,
This will be the first relay system
president.
which will have booster stations every
30 miles. In Schenectady at the present time there is a pickup, or rebroadcast system, which differs from
the relay system.
At the same time, RCA Manufacturing Co. announced a drive to sell
$8,000,000 in home receivers to the
public in the metropolitan New York
area, increasing the number of sets
in use from 1,500-2,000, the present
estimate, to about 25,000 sets.
Alfred H. Morton, vice-president
in charge of television for NBC, announced an extension of programs
over W2XBS by gradually increasing
the number of hours used for telecasting and improving the quality by intelevision.cluding top-notch radio shows over
Principal factor in the sales cam(Continued on page 8)
Hudson

to Cover

'Virginia City' Show
i Ninety press representatives, coming
from the East, Midwest and Pacific
|Zoast, will attend the world premiere
jif Warners' "Virginia City" at Reno
[find nearby Virginia City, Nev., on
Saturday.
; The New York contingent leaves on
pecial cars this afternoon, meeting
!he Midwest group en, route, and the
lollywood special train will leave the
"oast on Friday. Warner home office
xecutives, headed by Mort Blumen|tock, director of advertising and publicity in the East, also will be on the
'^ew York train.
j In addition to Hollywood stars and
xecutives, _ the guests will include
Representatives of the trade and daily
liress, syndicate columnists and radio
eporters.

TEN

13, 1940

Detroit

Gets

United

Presidency

Earl J. Hudson, operator of United
Detroit Theatres for the past 10
months, yesterday was named president of the Paramount Detroit theatre subsidiary by Barney Balaban,
runs, it did not make the "slightest
difference" whether or not the cus- Paramount president.
In addition to his new post, Hudson
tomer was affiliated with a major
company, Sears declared. Generally, will continue as general manager in
full charge of the Detroit operations.
in choosing theatres for first run He has served in the latter capacity
showing, Warners was guided by the
thought that it must secure the best since the resignation early last Summer of George Trendle, former presipossible return for its films, he said.
dent and operating head of United
The examination was enlivened by Detroit.
Prior to that time Hudson
a stream of objections to questions was first assistant to Trendle.
interposed by attorneys for the majors.
A number of questions on the general policy of Warners, asked of Sears Nixon Resigns Over
by Special Assistant Attorney GenMarch of Time Ban
eral Robert L. Wright, were termed
Toronto, March 12. — H. C. Nixon,
"vague and ambiguous" by objecting
attorneys.
provincial secretary of the Ontario
R. W. Perkins, counsel for War- cabinet, resigned today and gave
ners, at one point in the examination, Premier Hepburn's ban upon the
complained that the Government is at- March of Time's "Canada at War" as
tempting to apply inflexible rules to the reason. Hepburn is calling a
a highly complex method of doing meeting of the cabinet to deal with
business.
the current political crisis.
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►
Newsreel

Drives

Despite the fact that the Finnish
Relief Fund drive for funds in theatres was scheduled Feb. 17 and 18,
hundreds of theatres are holding their
own drives and setting their own
dates, Fund headquarters stated yesterday.
The Fund has been advised by 35
Illinois theatres that they will sponsor lobby collections in the next two
weeks. Kentucky exhibitors also will
hold their drive this month.
The Massachusetts committee is organizing its drive which will be held
in the next few weeks, with Martin
Mullin, circuit operator, assisting.
"Finland Fights!", short subject
produced by the Fund, has been shown
to more than 10,000,000 persons in
615 theatres, according to the Fund.

of
Paramount
E. GOLDS
AN Massachu
ZUKO
LPHchairm
ADO
setts TEIN
Western
Theatres,
an, R,
board
and John W. NATH
Hicks, vice-president and foreign de- Inc., with headquarters in Springfield,
partment head, will arrive in New hass returned from a two-week vacaYork on the Uruguay next Monday
tion at Hollywood,• Fla.
after a three months business trip to
Lee Gaumes, Harry Thomas,
Central and South America.
•
Tom Loach, Bob Savini, Joseph
William F. Rodgers, Max Drey- Plunkett, Joseph Seidleman,
Harry Goetz, Budd Rogers and Ern
fus, Tom Connors,
TedWeinberg,
O'Shea,
Bob Crawford,
Joseph
Westmore lunching at Bor Goldstein's tavern yesterday.
Erno Rapee, Harry Brandt, Rvs•
sell Holman and Owen Davis
James J. Grady, Cincinnati 20th
lunching
Nick's Hunting Room in
the
Astor atyesterday.
Century-Fox manager, is the father of
•
a six-and-one-half pound son, their
Boris Kaplan, Joseph Lee, John sixth child, born to Mrs. Grady at
Garfield, George Dembow, Al Alt- the Good Samaritan
• Hospital.
man, Charles Washburn, I. E.

Brenda Forbes, Thomas Mitchell
and Harry Tierney will be among
the guests of honor at the luncheon of
the
newspapermen's
the Banshees,
Waldorf-Astoria
tomorrow. club, at
Wilcox Will Confer
•
Here with Schaefer
Mrs. Ben Goetz, wife of the
M-G-M production chief in England,
Herbert Wilcox, RKO producer,
and Mrs. Robert Montgomery sail
who arrived from the Coast yesterday,
Saturday on the Rex to join their
will be in the East about a week.
husbands in London.
While here he will confer with
•
William Sussman, 20th CenturyGeorge J. Schaefer, RKO president,
Fox
Eastern
division
manager,
is
conWilliam
Taylor
of the Commeron production plans and with S. Barcial National Bank, New York, and
ferring
at
the
Philadelphia
exchange
ret McCormick, advertising and pub- and will visit the Boston branch.
Matthew J. Fox, Universal vicelicity director, on campaigns for
•
president, will leave for the Coast by
train
on Friday.
"Irene,"'
which
he
completed
recently.
Robert T. Kane, in charge of 20th
Wilcox also will visit the British
•
Century-Fox
production
in
England,
Embassy in Washington to discuss
Lee
Garmes
arrived
from the Coast
sails Saturday on the Rex.
He arbusiness and personal affairs.
rived yesterday from the Coast.
yesterday with a print of "Beyond
•
Tomorrow," his first Academy proW. E. Dividend Set
duction for RKO release.
Clendenin J. Ryan, Commissioner
•
York
Department of
At a meeting of the directors of the of the New
Western Electric Co. yesterday a divi- Commerce, is vacationing in Florida.
Don
Higgins,
publicity
director of
•
the March of Time, sails today on the
dend of 75 cents per share on the common stock was declared. The dividend
Oriente for a brief vacation at
Robert Gillham, Paramount ad- Havana.
vertising and publicity director, will
is payable March 30 to stock of record
•
on March 25.
return today from a Florida vacation.
Harry Brandt, head of the Brandt
circuit, will be in Washington Friday.
•
Al Gold, Movietone News cameraLUXURIOUS SKYSLHEI'ERS
man, has returned from Miami.
Sleep your way over Dixie,
•
plain and desert. Wake "I* in
summertime! Only American
Dave Carter of the RKO home offlies the smooth, Southern
fice is in Cincinnati.
Sunshine Route!
Lopert, Mort Spring, Harry Oshrin, Arthur Loew and Joseph
day.
Rosthal at Sardi's for lunch yester•
Nate Spingold of Columbia is expected back from Palm Beach this
weekend. Abe Montague, Columbia
general sales manager, returned from
Miami this week.
•

Parade
Arrival of Sumner Welles and My-ron Taylor in Italy is an important
event included in the new issues. Reels
and their contents follow.
MOVIETONE NEWS, No. 53— Crews of
Aja.r and Exeter honored in England.
Planes downed in England. Allied t/*l^"s
at Suez. Ski troops on Finn front. IfY'sian
Helsinki.
t?uvoys equipment
Welles anddisplayed
Taylor in
arrive
in Rome.
Archbishop
Stritch
heads inChicago"
Shoe fashions.
Yankees
training.diocese.
Golden Gloves. Bowling in Detroit.
NEWS OF THE DAY, No. 251— London
hails sea victors. Troops at Suez. Welles
in Rome. Trout season opens in Missouri.
Honeymoon Isle in Tampa. Track meet in
New York. Bowling tournament. Yanks
begin training.
PARAMOUNT
No. envoys
St^Qitceiiin
Elizabeth
arrives. NEWS,
U. S. peace
Italy. Flower show in New York. Kermit
Roosevelt quits army in England. De;
scendant of Kit Carson to fight for Finns.
Graf ing
Speechampionships
victory parade
in London. Golden
Bowlin Detroit.
Glove bouts in New York. King and
Queen of Honeymoon Island in New York.
Newlyweds arrive at Honeymoon Island.
RKO arrives
PATHEin NEWS,
No. 68—Roosevelt
Largest
liner
New York.
celebrates anniversary of A. A. A. Welles
and Taylor arrive in Italy. Open Honeyin Tampa.
Bowling
tournaYork. mentmoonin Island
Detroit.
K. of C.
meet in
New
UNIVERSAL NEWSREEL, No. 857— Canadian pilots arrive in England. Nazi plane
downed in England. Welles and Taylor
arrive in Italy. French troops in Africa.
New Archbishop of Chicago inducted.
Couples
Honeymoon
er show arrive
in New at York.
Trout Island.
season Flowopens
in Missouri. Bowling meet in Detroit.
York.
Yanks in training. Track meet in New
Rites

Here

Saturday

For Phil Loner gan
Funeral services for Phil Lonergan,
52, veteran scenario writer who died
of a heart attack in Hollywood last
Friday, will take place at St. Malachy's
C. St.
Church
Actors'
Church),R.49th
West (The
of Broadway,
on Saturday at 10 A.M. Burial will
be
in St. Lonergan,
John's Cemetery.
A sister,
Elizabeth
is accompanying
the body from Hollywood.
In 1913 Lonergan joined the then
famous Thanhauser Co. as scenario
editor. He also worked for World
Film, Warner Brothers and Distinctive Pictures in New York.
Ampa
Will Nominate
Going to the coast in 1914 he beFor April 4 Election
came scenario editor for RelianceAn Ampa nominating committee Majestic ^vhere he worked with David
will be elected at a luncheon meeting Griffith. He returned to the Thanhauser Company in 1916, joined Wartomorrow
at Dempsey's
ner Brothers in 1923 and wrote many
The committee,
which willrestaurant.
choose a scenarios.
slate of officers for the ensuing year,
will report on its selections at a meetMOTION PICTURE
ing March 21. The elections will take
place April 4.

Southern

Sunshine

Overnight

to

Route

California

And
the Sun Country
FOUR TRANSCONTINENTAL FLIGHTS DAILY
• It's a delightful
sleep viato
California
and the night's
Southwest
American Airlines! Save days of
travel! For reservations, tall your
Travel Agent or HAvemeyer
6-5000. Ticket offices: 45 Vanderbilt
Avenue and Rockefeller Center at
18 W. 4yth St.
AMERICAN

FREQUENT, CONVENIENT
SERVICE TO
Dallas, Ft. Worth, EI Paso,
Tucson, Phoenix, Los Angeles.
AIRLINES

9
HC.

DAILY
I
(Registered
U. S. Patent Office)
Published daily except Saturday, Sunday and
holidays by Quigley Publishing Company,
Inc., 1270 Sixth Avenue, Rockefeller Center,
,Vew York City. Telephone Circle 7-3100.
Cabletinaddress
"Quigpubco, NewandYork."
MarQuigley, Editor-in-Chief
Publisher;
Colvin Brown, Vice-President and General
Manager; Watterson R. Rothacker, VicePresident; Sam Shain, Editor; James A.
Cron, Advertising manager; Chicago Bureau,
624
South Hollywood
Michigan Avenue,
B. O'Neill,
manager;
Bureau, C.Postal
Union
Life
Building,
Boone
Mancall,
manager,
WilFilms Seized in Raid
liam R. Weaver, Editor; London Bureau, 4,
Philadelphia, March 12. — Police Golden Square, London Wl, Hope Williams,
cable address
"Quigpubco,
Lonseized more than 100 reels of allegedly manager,
don." All contents
copyrighted
1940 by Quigley
Publishing
Company,
Inc.
Other
Quigley
obscene films and a projector in a raid
late yesterday on a camera supply publications: Motion Picture Herald, Better
day.
Motion
Picture class
Alhouse in midtown. They arrested Theatres,
manac andInternational
Fame. Entered
as second
Benjamin Malena who was held under matter, Sept. 23, 1938, at the post office at
New York, N. Y., under the act of March
$1,500 bail pending a hearing Satur- 3, 1879. Subscription rates per year $6 in the
America! and $12 foreign. Single copiei 10c,
Erpi President Returns
T. Kennedy Stevenson, Erpi president, .returned from a three weeks
Coast visit yesterday. The trip, he
said, was his usual visit to the company's Hollywood office but had been
advanced in order to permit him' to
attend the Awards dinner of the Academy of M. P. Arts and Sciences.
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Motion

Picture

'Ehrlich'

'Vigil' Milwaukee
Winner at $9,300
Milwaukee, March 12. — "Vigil in
the Night" and "Brother Rat and a
Baby" grossed a neat $9,300 at the
Warner, while "His Girl Friday,"
dualed with "The Night of Nights"
at Fox's Palace, connected for $6,900
and is being held over. Cab Calloway's band and "Cafe Hostess" collected $9,000 at the Riverside.
^Estimated takings for the week endV^) March 7 :
"His Girl Friday" (Col.)
"The
Night of (2.400)
Nights" (25c-35c-50c)
(Para.)
PALANCE
7 days.
Gross: $6,900. (Average, $4,000)
"Cafe Hostess" (Col.)
RIVERSIDE— (2,700) (30c-35c-40c) 7 days.
Stage: Cab Callowav. Gross: $9,000.
(Average, $6,500)
"The Village Barn Dance" (Rep.)
"My Little Chickadee" (Univ.)
STRAND— (1,400) (25c-35c-50c) 7 days.
Gross: $2,300. (Average, $1,500)
"Vigil in the Night" (RKO)
"Brother Rat and a Baby" (W. B.)
WARNER— (2,400) (25c-35c-50c) 7 days.
Gross: $9,300. (Average, $4,500)
"The Grapes of Wrath" (ZOth-Fox)
WISCONSIN— (3,200) (35c-40e-60c) 7 days,
2nd week. Gross: $6,000. (Average, $5,500)

3

Daily

Tips

On

Exploitation

Uses 1872 Newspaper
For 'Stanley' Display
Toronto, March 12. — Manager
Grant Garrette of the Geneva Theatre,
Orillia, Ont, in his campaign on
"Stanley and Livingstone" displayed a
copy of the London Illustrated News
published in 1872. The local newspaper publisher showed it in his office
window along with a tieup for the
picture. Using a large wood-cut type
of illustration from the press book,
Garrette distributed heralds among the
schoolchildren and offered passes for
the 12 best colorings of the picture.
For "At the Circus," Garrette distributed 600 lucky number cards and
posted free admission numbers in the
lobby for the Saturday matinee ;
placed two red and yellow barrels in
front of the theatre with, "Don't
Feed the Animals" signs, stills of the
Marx Brothers
fixed inside
barrels
behind being'
wire netting
; hadthea
headless man walking the streets
Sue Circuit Owner
carrying a sign, "I Laughed My Head
Off at the Marx Brothers" and
Over Film Licenses paraded a second man on a cold day
wearing a bathing suit, galoshes and
Shreveport, La., March 12. — L. N. fur cap to hand out cards bearing the
Crim, Kilgore, Texas, oilman and exhibitor, has been sued in Tyler, Tex., word "Nuts" in large type on one
an advertisement for the piccivil court by three distributors, who side and
ture on the reverse.
ask judgments totaling $42,829, which
they charged was an unpaid balance
on licenses obtained for houses in 'Biscuit' Premiere
north Louisiana which Crim recently To Get Radio Plug
sold.
Paramount has completed arrangements with Ruthrauff & Ryan, Inc.,
The suits were filed by RKO, Universal and United Artists, which
providing for the "Vox Pop" radio
charged that Crim had sold theatres program
of April 11 to originate in
in Shreveport, Alexandria and Min- Albany, Ga., as part of the world preden, known as C. and C. Enterprises
miere of "The Biscuit Eater" at the
"while there were heavy debts still Albany Theatre on that date. Wally
Butterworth and Parks Johnson, vetoutstanding."
eran radio interviewers and conductors
of the "Vox Pop" program, will
Leases Texas House
leave New York April 5 for Albany,
preparations for presentaLockney, Texas, March 12. — R. E. to complete
tion of the air show.
Reynolds, who operated the Texas at
Big Lake, has leased and reopened
New Haven Schools
the Iris here. The Texas is now opSet 'Lincoln' Contest
erated by H. L. Senteney.
New Haven, March 12. — John
Hesse, manager of the Roger Sherman, tied up the entire school system
for the first time in this city, on
Late Flashes
"Abe Lincoln in Illinois." School executives here launched three essay
contests on the picture, under the genLos Angeles, March 12. — The Los
eral topic, "A Student Looks at 'Abe
Angeles Central Labor Council last
night referred to its executive com- Lincoln in Illinois.' "
mittee a request of the Screen Actors Patron Review Contest
Guild for reaffiliation with the organization. By a vote of 87 to 86, dele- Used on 'Fighting 69th'
Philadelphia, March 12. — In congates, after hearing J. W. Buzzell, exjunction with the showing of "The
ecutive secretary of the council, excoriate the Guild, ordered the matter Fighting 69th," Stanley Benford,
to its executive committee for a hear- manager of the Colonial, is sponsoring
a picture review contest. Patrons
ing next Friday.
are asked to write their own reviews
H oll y w ood, March 12. — Samuel
Becker, song writer, today demanded
$30,000 damages from RKO, alleging
copyright infringement of his song,
"My Boy." in the picture, "Three
Sons." The suit was filed in Federal Court.

of the picture, and the best essay
selected by the newspaper critics comprising the judging board, will be presented a silver loving-cup inscribed
with the autographs of Pat O'Brien,
George Brent and James Cagney.
The contest is open to women only.
The next 10 best reviews will receive
a pair of guest tickets to the theatre.

Hollywood, March 12. — Paramount
today signed Charles Boyer to a twopicture deal. The first will be "The
Golden Door," an Arthur Flornblow,
Jr., production from an original story
by Ketti Frings. It was formerly
called "Memo to a Movie Producer."
Mitchell Leisen will direct.

Stores Tie in to Plug
'First Love,' Toronto
Toronto, March 12. — Among features arranged by Manager Tom
Mascaro of the Capitol, Belleville, in
his
campaign store
for "First
Love," 1,000
the
Metropolitan
distributed

fan photos of Deanna Durbin at the
soda fountain, paying half the cost
of the photos ; a music store featured
the song titles from the picture, while
a radio store played the ballyhoo
recording for a week and a jeweler
made asilverware.
special display with "First
Love"
Diaper Contest on Stage
Boosts Another Thin Man'
Eight finalists competed on the stage
of Loew's State last night in the
"grand championship finals in the
three-cornered pants contest to select
the male diaper champion in Greater
New York." Cash prizes were
awarded. This stunt was conducted
throughout the city by the Loew
circuit to boost "Another Thin Man."

'Attack'

on Oomph

Distresses Nobody
When the Harvard Lampoon,
student publication, branded
Ann Sheridan the actress
"must
to succeed," it
started unlikely
something.
The New Jersey legislature
yesterday elected her a
Daughter of New Jersey, and
a Sister of Princeton, and invited her to the HarvardPrinceton game Nov. 2. Radcliffe girls picketed the
Lampoon office in protest,
and the whole thing won
front page space in two
Boston dailies and the New
York World-Telegram.
P.S.— Miss Sheridan's next
picture,
"It Allwill
Camebe True,"
for Warners,
ready
soon.

U.A. 'Son' Contest
Getting Under Way

Good

Big

Hits

$6,300,

in

Seattle

Seattle, March 12. — "Dr. Ehrlich's
Bullet"
at the
vvilli
aMagic
vaudeville
show,
drew Palomar,
$6,300, while
the dual at the Paramount of "Broadway Melody of 1940" and "Emergencv
Squad," mount.
scored
$7,800 was
at the
The weather
rainyParaand
mild.
Estimated takings for the week ending March 8 :
"Swiss Family Robinson" (RKO)
BLUE MOUSE— (950) (25c-40c-55c) 7
days, 2nd week. Gross: $3,200. (Average,
"Northwest Passage" (M-G-M)
$4,C0O)
FIFTH AVENUE— (2,500) (25c-40c-55e) 7
days, 2nd week. Gross: $5,900. (Average,
$7,000)
"The
Loneon Wolf
Strikes"
(Col.)
"Blondie
a Budget"
(Col.)
LIBERTY — (1,800) (25c-40c-55c) 7 days.
Gross: $4,700. (Average, $5,000)
"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
MUSIC BOX — (950) (75c-$U5-$1.50) y
days, 6th week. Gross: $6,800. (Average.
$4,000)
"Double Alibi" (Univ.)
"A Chump at Oxford" (U. A.)
ORPHEUM— (2,450) (25c-40c) 7 days.
"French Follies" on stage. Gross: $6,000.
(Average, $6,000)
"Dr. Ehrlich's Magic Bullet" (W. B.)
PALOMAR— (1.500) (20c-25c-40c) 7 days.
Vaudeville headed by Chilton & Thomas.
Gross: $6,300. (Average, $5,000)
"Broadway
1940" (M-G-M)
"Emergency Melody
Squad" of(Para.)
PARAMOUNT— (3050) (25c-40c) 7 days.
Gross: $7,800. (Average, $6,000)
N.

Y., Frisco Fairs
Face Closed Shops

Actors Equity council voted yesterday to requestof the
Associated
and Artistes
America
to takeActors
steps
immediately to obtain a closed shop
at the New York and San Francisco
World's Fairs for all performers.
Equity will have jurisdiction over
performers in legitimate stage productions while the American Guild of
Variety Artists will have jurisdiction
over the variety and side shows and

The United Artists contests on "My
Son, My Son," to select the most per- spectacles.
The council set March 22 for a spefect son, who will be awarded a fourcial meeting to consider the agency
year scholarship at any college in the
country, will get under way with the
opening of the film in various spots. problem.
Participating will be 26 newspapers,
whose contests will be conducted for 'Information Please'
two weeks prior to the opening of the
Wins Magazine Suit
film in each city. The winners of the
local contests will compete for the
N. Y. Supreme Court Justice Carroll G. Walter yesterday issued an
grand prize.
injunction restraining the use of the
title "Information Please" in a monthPublica'Light That Failed'
Information
ly magazine
tions Corp.,byStanley
S. Boressoff,
$5,000 in St. Louis Walter Rosett and Shelley Braverman.
The decision, rendered in favor of
• St. Louis, March 12. — "Gone With
the Wind" made $21,000 in its sixth Daniel and Ann Golenpaul, owners of
and final week at Loew's State here. the radio program, was granted after
"Abe Lincoln in Illinois" drew $9,500 trial lasting several days. Justice Walter ruled that the wide popularity on
at the Fox, and "The Light That
Failed," dualled with "Little Old New the air of "Information Please" precluded use by the defendants.
York," took $5,000 at the Missouri.
Estimated takings for the week ending March 7 :
Orders Gross Records
"Gore With the Wind" (M-G-M)
N.
Y. Supreme Court Justice Leary
LOEW'S STATE— (3,162) (75c-$1.12-$1.50)
755cdays.
Gross:
$21,000.
(Average,
25c-40cyesterday
ordered the RKO Film
scale, $13,000)
Booking Corp. to submit its records
"Abe Lincoln in Illinois" (RKO)
FOX— (5,038) (25c-40c-5Sc) 7 days. Gross: of gross receipts of theatres, including
those of the Palace on Broadway, for
$9,500. (Average. $11,000)
"Vigil in the Night" (RKO)
the last 10 years, in connection with
AMBASSADOR— (3,018) (25c-40c-55c) 7 the suit of H. and S. Sonn against
days. Gross: $10,800. (Average, $11,500)
White Plains Hamilton Corp. Suit
"The Light That Failed" (Para.)
involves a claim for $200,000 back rent
"Little Old New York" (ZOth-Fox)
MISSOURI— (3,514) (25c-40c-55c) 7 days. of the RKO theatre in White Plain-.
Gross: $5,000. (Average, $4,000)

ACTION

ACTION

AT

ON

THE

THE

SCREEN!

BOX-OFFICE!

Biggest Saturday since Personal Appear
ance Mickey Rooney, Judy Garland
(Except advanced price «GWTW)
ite!)
The season's smash hit held
Over also at Chicago • Harrisburg
Spokane • Worcester • Minneapolis • New
Haven • St. Paul • Bridgeport • Portland
Seattle • San Francisco • Philadelphia
Boston (State & Orpheum Day and Date
Pittsburgh
• More coming.'

im J.'.' ITOBP WW) mww bbWWWW bbwwbh ■Tnv.-.v-nnrti — mwnwaa .-mn wnm wwbb r ■

THE

QUESTION:

I

^ACTION

IN

"What is the best picture to
show at the Capitol Theatre
after 'Gone With

the Wind'

?"

ii You're a
tough guy to

THE

ADS!

{adapt it to your local situation1.)

follow,
a big I'm
hit
but

too!"

THE

ANSWER:

(by the critics)
"No
picture is better fitted to
follow GWTW
than 'NORTHWEST

PASSAGE'."

-ARCHER
•

WINSTEN,

ACTION

Post

'NORTHWEST
low GWTW."

PASSAGE'
-EILEEN

"Grand heroic entertainment."
WILLIAM BOEHNEL,
"A pip of a pic."
"Handsome,

-WALTER

to fol-

CREELMAN,

"Stirring picture. Makes the blood tingle."
KATE CAMERON,

THE

ON

"Superb melodrama. Capitol is
fortunate
having
a picture like

Sun

Daily News

PHONE!
"H
el
lo

World-Telegram

WINCHELL,

stirring, first rate."
-HOWARD
BARNES,

Mirror

Herald Tribune
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(Book J . . . Rogers' Rangers)
IN TECHNICOLOR sfarring
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TRACY
ifh ROBERT

YOUNG

WALTER BRENNAN • RUTH HUSSEY • NAT PENDLETON
Screen Play by Laurence Stallings and Talbot Jennings
Produced by HUNT STROMBERG • Directed by
KING VIDOR • A METRO-GOLDWYN-MAYER PICTURE
•
Capitol, B'way & 51st St. • Major Edward Bowes, Mng. Dir.
Regular Popular Prices • Continuous Performances

!"
Passage'

6

'Rat'
Band

Motion

and

Heidt

Feature
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'Chickadee'

Reviews

Gets

$19,000,

Minneapolis
Minneapolis, March 12. — Horace
Heidt's band on the stage of the Orpheum, with "Brother Rat and a
Baby" as the screen attraction, brought
a smash $19,000. "Northwest Passage," in its second week at the State,
drew $9,500, and in St. Paul, "Raffles" drew $3,700 at the Orpheum.
Estimated takings for the week ending March 8 :
Minneapolis
"Northwest Passage" (M-G-M)
STATE — (2,300) (25c-40c) 6 days, 2nd
week. Gross: $8,500. (Average, $4,000)
"Brother Rat and Baby" (W. B.)
ORPHEUM— (2,900) (35c-40c-SSc) 7 days.
Horace Heidt on stage. Gross: $19,000.
(Average, $4,400)
"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
CENTURY — (1,000) (75c-$1.10) 7 days, 5th
week. Gross: $15,000. (Average, $4,000)
"Geronimo" (Para.)
GOPHER — (900) (25c) 8 days. Gross:
$4,200. (Average, $3,400)
"Cisco Kid and the Lady" <20th-Fox)
"Married and in Love" (RKO)
ASTER — (900) (15c-25c) 5 days. Gross:
$1,400. (Average, $1,500)
"We Are Not Alone" (W B.)
WORLD— (400) (25c-40c) 7 days. 2nd
week. Gross: $1,900. (Average, $1,100)
"Lion Has Wings" (U. A.)
ESOUIRE— (25c -40c) 7 days. Gross:
$1,100. (Average, $1,200)
St. Paul
"Little Old New York" (20th-Fox) 6 days
PARAMOUNT— (2,500) (25c-40c)
Gross: $4,600. (Average. $3,200)
"Raffles" (U. A.)
ORPHEUM— (2,000) (25c-40c) 6 days.
Gross: $3,700. (Average, $3,200)
"Geronimo" (Para.)
RIVIERA— (1.000) (25c) 8 days. Gross:
$3,0C0. (Average, $1,800)
"The Big Guy" (Univ.)
"Married and In Love" (RKO)
TOWER— (1,000) (25c) 5 days. Gross:
$1,100. (Average, $1,600)
"Two(Assoc.
HeartsCinema)
in Waltz Time"
WORLD — (400) (25c-35c) 6 days. Gross:
$900. (Average, $1,100)
Kansas

Picture

City

Gives

'Passage' $12,000
Kansas City, March 12. — "Northwest Passage" and "Five Little Peppers at Home" took $12,000 at the
Midland. Other bills were only fair
or less. Weather was stormy, and
the Better Homes Show at the Municipal Auditorium drew $125,000 for
the week.
Estimated takings for the week ending March 5-7 :
"My Little Chickadee" (Univ.)
ESQUIRE— (800) (25c-40c) 5 days, 2nd
week. Gross: $1,500. (Average, 5 days,
$1,800)
"Northwest Passage" (M-G-M)
"Five Little Peppers at Home" (Col.)
MIDLAND— (4.000)
(25c-40c) 8 days.
Gross: $12,000. (Average, 8 days, $10,200)
"Seventeen" (Para.)
"The Farmer's Daughter" (Para.)
NEWMAN— (1,900)
(25c-40c) 8 days.
Gross: $7,500. (Average, 8 davs, $7,600)
"Dr. Ehrlich's Magic Bullet" (W. B.)
"Two Thoroughbreds" (RKO)
ORPHEUM— (1,500) (25c-40c) 7 days.
Gross: $3,700. (Average. $5,000)
"Honeymoon Deferred" (Univ.)
TOWER— (2,202) (25c) 7 days. Stage:
Joe Termini, with Jean Hamilton and Joe
Clayton; Ray Vaughn, Hal Menken. Gross:
$5,600. (Average, $6,000)
"My Little Chickadee" (Univ.)
UPTOWN— (2,000) (25c-40c) 5 days, 2nd
week. Gross: $2,000. (Average, 5 days,
$2,600)
'Outsider' Opening Set
"The Outsider," English film costarring George Sanders and Mary
Maguire, has been scheduled to open
at the Little Carnegie Playhouse on
Saturday.

They
Came
by Night"
(20th
Century-Fox)
Will Fyffe, notable English actor, herein offers another of his inimitable Scotch characterizations, as the English gem expert who becomes involved with thieves and brings them to justice.

$13,500

Frisco

Gross

San Francisco, March 12. — "Gone
With the Wind" drew $32,000 for the
The film was produced in' England by Edward Black for 20th Century- sixth week at the Warfield. "Grapes
Fox, Ltd., English producing unit of the American company. Harry of Wrath" pulled $22,000. "My itjk
Lachman, who directed from a screenplay by Sidney Gilliat and Michael tle Chickadee" paired with "The LMfc
Pertwee, gave the film pace and interest. The highlight is an attempt to Wolf Strikes" to make $13,500 at
crack a bullion vault. It is defeated by the cleverness of the elderly Orpheum.
Estimated takings for the week endFyffe.
the 5-8
Night"
: (RKO)
Phyllis Calvert, as Fyffe's niece, and Anthony Holme, as the detective "VigilinginMarch
in love with Miss Calvert, have the chief supporting roles.
GOLDEN
GATE — (2,850) (35c-40c-55c) 7
Gross: $13,000.
When a valuable ruby is stolen, Fyffe learns that his brother and days.
(Average,Stage:
$15,000)vaudeville.
partner is implicated. When the latter commits suicide, Fyffe determines "My Little Chickadee" (Univ.)
to find those who led him into trouble. Seeking the gem, which has "The Lcne Wolf Strikes" (Col.)
ORPHEUM — (2,440) (15c-30c-35c-40c) 7
been sent to his brother after his death, the thieves force Fyffe to ac- days. Gross: $13,500. (Average, $8,000)
"Grapes
of Wrath" (20th-Fox)
company them on an attempted robbery of a vault. By causing the
FOX— $22,000,
(5,000') (Average,
(15c-30c-35c-40c)
Gross:
$16,000) 7 davs.
burglar alarm to be sounded while the gang is at work, Fyffe brings their
"Sidewalks of London" (Para.)
arrest, himself escapes detection, and satisfies the detective that he was "The Farmer's Daughter" (Para.)
PARAMOUNT— (2,740) (15c-30c-35c-40c) 7
playing detective.
days. Gross: $11,000. (Average, $11,500)
Running' time, 72 minutes.
"G."*
Charles S. Aaronson "House Across the Bay" (U. A.)
UNITED
ARTISTS—
55c)
7 days.
Gross. (1,200)
$7,500.(15c-35c-40c(Average,
"Little
(RKO)

Orvie"

Hollywood, March 12. — Delightful and unpretentious entertainment,
"Little Orvie" preaches no messages, espouses no causes save that of a boy
for a dog, and then proceeds to see that he gets not one dog but a varied
and colorful assortment ranging from a spaniel puppy to a Great Dane.
As portrayed by youthful John Sheffield, the title character comes even
closer to thousands of homes than did the original character created in
the Booth Tarkington novel. Living up to the acting standard set by
Sheffield are Ernest Truex, as the boy's father ; Dorothy Tree, as his
mother; young Ann Todd, as his understanding girl friend; Daisy Mother shed as the colored cook who bears the brunt of much canine abuse,
and Ray Turner, as her dog-shy and whisky-loving husband.
The screenplay by Lynn Root, Frank Fenton and Robert Chapin
heightens the most typical aspects of the well known book, stressing the
window breaking proclivities of its boy protagonist in a manner which
was enthusiastically received by old and' young alike at the picture's
preview. Ray McCarey directed with a sure touch for the film's values.
William Sistrom produced and Lee Marcus was executive producer.
Running time, 63 minutes.

"G."*

V'G" denotes general classification.

and 'Wolf
Whiteman
$16,000, Cincinnati
Cincinnati, March 12. — Paul
Whiteman and his orchestra was responsible for a $16,000 gross at the
RKO Shubert, where the film was
"The Lone Wolf Strikes." "Strange
Cargo" hit $14,700 at the RKO Palace,
and "Grapes of Wrath" did $8,500 in
its second week at the RKO Capitol.
Estimated takings for the week ending- March 5-9 :
"Abe Linccin in Illinois" (RKO)
RKO ALBEE— (3.300) (35c-42c) 7 days.
Gross: $11,000. (Average, $12,000)
"Strange Cargo" (M-G-M)
RKO PALACE— (2,700) (35c-42c) 7 days.
Gross: $14,700. (Average, $10,000)
"The Lone Wolf Strikes" (Col.)
RKO
SHUBERT— (2,150)
(40c-60c) 7
days. tra.Stage:
Paul
Whiteman
and orchesGross: $16,000. (Average. $10,000)
"Grapes of Wrath" (20th-Fox)
RKO CAPITOL— (2.000) (42c-60c) 7 days,
2nd week.
35c-42c,
$6,500) Gross: $8,500. (Average, at
"Green Hell" (Univ.)
RKO LYRIC— (1,400) (25c-40c) 7 days.
Gross: $3,8CO. (Average, $5,000)
"East Side Kids" (Mono.)
"City of Chance" (20th-Fox)
RKO FAMILY— (1,000) (15c-25c) 4 days.
Gross: $1,400. (Average. $1,500)
"The Saint's Double Trouble" (RKO)
"My Sen Is Guilty" (Col.)
RKO FAMILY— (1,000) (15c-25c) 3 days.
Gross: $800. (Average, $900)
"He Married His Wife" (20th-Fox)
KEITH'S— (1,500) (30c-40c) 5 days.
Gross: $3,000. (Average, 7 days, $6,000)

Walter

Selden

"Northwest Passage" (M-G-M)
$8,000)
ST. FRANCrS^(l,400) (15c-30c-40lc) 7
days, 2nd week. Gross: $5,400. (Average,
"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
$6,000)
WARFIELD'-(2,680)
(75c-$1.10) 7$12,000)
days, 6th
week.
Gross:(Cinema
$32,000. Center)
(Average,
"Harvest"
CLAY— (400) (15c-35c-40c) 7 days, 3rd
week. Gross: $1,200. (Average, $1,000)
"Tevya" (Maymon Films, Inc.)
LARK1N— (390) (15c-35c-40c) 7 days.!
Gross: $1,000. (Average, $1,000)

'Mice,'

Providence,

Grosses

Big

$7,500

Providence, March 12. — "Northwest Passage," paired with "Blondie
on a Budget" at Loew's State for eight
days, took $16,500 to lead the town.
The two Steinbeck pictures, "Grapes
of Wrath" at the Majestic and "Of
Mice and Men" at the RKO-Albee,
were runners up with honors even,
each film turning $7,500.
Estimated takings for the week end-

"Of Mice
and5-7Men"
(U. A.)
ing March
:
"Chumps at Oxford" (U. A.)
RKO-ALBEE— (2,239)
(25c-35c-50c) 7
'Woman/
'Oxford'
days. Gross: $7,500. (Average, $6,000)
"Northwest Passage" (M-G-M)
$12,000 in Detroit "Blcridie cn a Budget" (Col.)
Detroit, March 12. — The dual of
LOEW'S
STATE—
(3,232)
(25c-35c-50c)
days.
Gross:
$16,500.
(Average,
7 days,8
"I Take This Woman" and "A Chump
at Oxford" at ihe Michigan drew $11,000)
"The Grapes of Wrath" (20th-Fox)
MAJESTIC— (2,250) (25c-35c-50c) I days.
$12,000. "The Grapes of Wrath" took Gross:
$7,000)
"Parole $7,500.
Fixer" (Average,
(Para.)
days
$30,000 at the Fox, and "The Return
of Dr. X" and "Castle on the Hud- "Knights of the Range" (Para.)
STRAND—
(25c-35c-50c)
7
son" was good for $7,500 at the Palms. Gross:
$4,300. (2.200)
(Average,
$6,000)
"Gone With the Wind" brought in "Double Alibi" (Univ.)
$35,000 at the United Artists and
FAY'S — (1,800) (25c-35c-40c) 7 days. Stage
show with Pritchard and Lord; Abbott and
$27,500 at the Wilson.
Robey;
Four Dudleys; Francis and
Estimated takings for the week end- Walley; the
and the Four Sydneys. Gross:
$5,000.
(Average.
$6,500)
ing March 7 :
"Broadway Melody of 1940" (M-G-M)
"Littie Old New York" (20th-Fox)
"The Lone Wolf Strikes" (Col.)
"Young As You Feel" (20th-Fox)
ADAMS—
(1,600)
(15c-40c)
7
days.
Gross:
(1,526)$2,900.
(25c-35c-50c)
davs,
2ndCARLTON—
week. Gross:
(Average,7 $3,500)
$5,000. (Average, $5,000)
"He Married His Wife" (ZOth-Fox)
"Geronimo"
"Judge Hardy(Para.)
and Son" (M-G-M)
"The Man Who Wouldn't Talk" (20th-Fox)
FISHER— (2,700) (15c-55c) 7 day Gros
"The
Shop Stripes"
Around (W.
the Corner"
(M-G-M)
"Invisible
B.)
$6,000. (Average, $7,000)
"Grapes of Wrath" (ZOth-Fox)
EMPIRE — (2,200) (20c-30c) 2nd run.
FOX — (5,000) (20c-55c) 7 days.
dual split week. Gross: $1,300. (Average,
$30,000. (Average. $15,000)
$1,700)
"I Take This Woman" (M-G-M) day;
"A Chump at Oxford" (U. A.)
Plans Charity Show
MICHIGAN— (4.000) (15c-65c) 7
Gross: $12,000. (Average, $12,000)
"The Return of Dr. X" (W. B.)
Cleveland, March 12. — The Va"Castle cn the Hudson" (W. B.)
post ofa midnight
the American
LePALMS— (2.000) (15c-50c) 7 days. Gross:
gionrietywillClub
present
stage and
$7,500. (Average, $7,000)
screen
show
at
the
Circle
Friday
to
"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
UNITED
ARTISTS— (2,000) (75c-$1.10- raise funds to send underprivileged
$1.50) 7 days, 6th week.
Gross: $35,000. children to Summer camps. In charge
(Average, $10,000, regular scale)
of the event are M. A. Goodman,
"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
WILSON— (1,912) (75c-$1.10-$1.50) 7 days, Harry Goldstein, Howard Roth, John
6th week.
Gross: $27,500.
Himmelein and George Kendis.
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Mears;
Urged

Exchange
France

By AUBREY

FLANAGAN

London, Feb. 28 (By Mail).— A
J±ranco-British exchange of docuV^a'itary
filmsdirector
is planned
Sir Kenneth Clark,
of theby Films
Division of the Ministry of Information.
He made a recent trip to France to
study the matter.
It is Sir Kenneth's idea to send
British films to France to be shown
with French sound tracks made here
and French films so dubbed in French
to be brought to this country. He also
aims at non-theatrical distribution in
rural areas of 16 mm. films.
First blood in the campaign for later
transport facilities — said to be the
key to beating the blackout — has been
scored at Newcastle where the authorities have extended the late bus
service from 10 p.m. to 11 p.m.

Interstate Opening Two
Dallas, March 12. — Opening of the
Interstate Circuit's Pershing at El
Paso, Texas, is scheduled for a date
between March 25 and April 1. It
is that city's first neighborhood house,
seating 750. Ground has been broken
for a new neighborhood 1,000-seat
house at Houston by Interstate. Opening is planned for the Fall.
Building in Indiana
Elkhart, Ind., March 12. — The new
Elkhart State Theatre Co., headed by
N. N. Bernstein of this city, has begun construction of a $75,000 house,
to be opened June 1. Owner of the
conipany is Mrs. Winifred Frye of
Elkhart. Bernstein operates theatres
in
Ind. Waukegan, 111., and Hammond,

Quits Columbia Exchange
Albany, March 12. — Louis Olshan,
cashier in the Columbia exchange,
will resign March 15 to enter business in New York. His successor
"Pinocchio" will have its London will be Inez Lawrence, formerly his
premiere on March 18. It has been assistant. Sarah Sohon of the same
chosen to reopen the New Gallery exchange, will be advanced to Miss
Cinema in Regent St., closed since
Lawrence's place.
the war started.

Form Ohio Company

London, March 12. — Harry P. E.
Mears, today elected president of the
The IrontonIronton,
Theatre O.,
Co. March
has been12. —incorporated
Cinematograph Exhibitors Associahere for $25,000, by A. J. Sexton, Jr.,
tion, appealed to the Chancellor of
Hazel Sexton and Froniz Sexton, to the Exchequer for a readjustment of
operate the Marlow and Lyric, recent- the theatre tax to permit profitable
ly acquired from Joseph Stearn and
his brother. The Sexton interests also operation.
Speaking of the general meeting of
operate two houses in Ashland, Ky., the C.E.A., Mears outlined wartime
and one in Portsmouth, O.
trade conditons and said some theatres
in evacuated areas are doing only
Take Kansas Theatre
about about 50 per cent of normal
He Government
pledged fullbut
cooperaKansas City, March 12. — J. R. and business.
tion with the
asked
R. A. Klopfenstein of Mound City,
Kan., have taken over the Aladdin consideration in return.
there from Roy Williams. The theaApproximately 800 attended totre burned some time ago, and now
banquet at Grosvenor House,
is being rebuilt for opening about includingnight's
Government representatives,
March 26.
members of Parliament and Alan
Steyne, second secretary of the AmerKirkpatrick to Regent
ican Embassay, who represented Ambassador Joseph P. Kennedy.
Toronto, March 12. — J. A. Kirkpatrick, for many years on the sales
Sir John Reith, Minister of Inforce of Canadian Universal Films,
formation, guest of honor, discussed
has been appointed manager of the the industry's role in the war, and
thanked American interests for their
Regent Filmfeatures,
Co., Toronto,
handlingindependent
succeeding
J. A.
cooperation.
Davidson.

Building in Missouri
British War Films
Kansas City, March 12. — Chester
To Last 100 Years
Hurdle, who operates the Karyl at
Milan, Mo., is planning to build a
Reopen Oklahoma City House
London, March 11. — Great Britain
Sussex exhibitors wanting to avail
new house there.
Onlahoma City, March 12. —
is preserving films of the present war
themselves of the Sunday opening Closed
so that Britishers in the next 100
more than a year, Standard
legislation have been presented by
Building Atlanta House
Theatre's
Ritz,
northeast
neighboryears
will
be able
see history
their licensing authorities with arbifolded before
their toeyes.
Films unare
hood house, will be reopened soon after
Atlanta, March 12. — Lucas & Jentrary demands for quarterly audited
kins are building a new neighborhood wrapped in waxed paper so that copyextensive redecorating and improveaccounts as a condition of opening.
ing will not be necessary for at least
ments, according to Walter B. Shut- theatre in the West End to seat 1,250, another
A charity tax is of course imposed, tee, Standard
half century.
at a cost of $40,000.
manager.
on percentage lines, and the accounts
are claimed as necessary for a checkPlans Hamilton, O., House
up on Sunday trade.
Hamilton, O., March 12. — A new
99
450-seat suburban, to be known as the
The Surrey County Council, notori- Linden, will be built here by Miles
"The
DARK
ously one of the most difficult in ex- Vance, former operator of the suburCOMMAND
hibitor negotiations, will not follow
ban Crescent, at Cincinnati, at an
RAOUL WALSH • DIRECTOR
London's example in imposing a seat estimated cost of $40,000.
price rule. This was proposed, but
now the Council say it will postpone
CLAIRE TREVOR * JOHN
its operation for the time being.
Dismissal of Gary
WAYNE • WALTER PIDGE0N
ROY ROGERS • GEORGE HAYES • PORTER HAll
Trust Suit Looms
MARJORIE MAIN • RAYMOND WALBURN
34 College Editors
Chicago, March 12. — Defense counsel asked for a dismissal of the Gary
To Preview 'Apollo'
Editors of college newspapers from Theatre anti-trust suit today and
34 universities in the East will be Judge William Holly, after hearing a
guests of 20th Century-Fox at a spe- portion of the plea for dismissal, instructed the plaintiff's attorney, Alcial preview of "Johnny Apollo" at
bert Gavit, to show why he believes
the Victoria Theatre, Ossining, N. Y.,
the
trial
should be continued. Gavit
on Friday evening. Trade and newswill
make
his plea tomorrow.
paper representatives also will attend.
Indications are that the suit will be
The editors will arrive here Friday
afternoon, and will be quartered at the dismissed unless some wholly unexpected testimony is introduced. PlainIt. Moritz Hotel until they return to
their schools on Sunday. A dinner at
tiff V. U. Young's admission on the
the hotel will precede the trip by car stand that clearance was necessary altered things considerably.
to Ossining, where the preview will be
held at 9:30. On Saturday the editors
will be entertained at the matinee per- Fined For Allowing
formance^ of "Too Many Girls," and
Children in Theatre
will participate
in a special broadcast
by the Collegiate Public Relations
Montreal. March 12. — Faced with
Bureau of CBS on Sunday morning.
prospective testimony of over 30 children from Verdun whose ages ranged
Ostrer Due from London from four to 14 years, Cyril Scrivens,
London, March 12.— Isidor Ostrer manager of the Park Theatre, Verdun,
plans to visit New York shortly to pleaded guilty today to three charges
: discuss the extension of Baird Tele- of allowing children under 16 in the
theatre during performances. He was
vision business in the United States.
fined $50 and costs with alternative of
a month in jail in each case by Judge
Monet.
'Primrose' to Roxy
A move now underway for repeal of
"Tine Primrose Path," RKO production starring Ginger Rogers, has the ban may permit children to attend
been booked bv the Roxy to open theatres where programs have been
March 22.
approved by a special board.

8

Motion

Picture

daily

Wednesday, March 13, 1940 j

'Ehrlich'
Relay
Of

Gets

System

Television

'41
by
Ready
(Continued from page 1)
paign will be a reduction of set prices
by one-third from their present list,
an increase of dealer discounts to
about 35 per cent, and a plan for
financing which will permit purchases
for 10 per cent down and the balance over an 18-month period. Franchises will be given to a limited number of dealers and the Feld-Crawford
fair trade contracts will prevent pricecutting.
NBC estimates its present audience
at about five- to a set and if the 25,000
set quota is achieved, an audience of
upwards of 100,000 should be available
to prospective advertisers, NBC officials estimate.
Simultaneously with the RCA announcement, the Cath-Ray Television
Corp. announced a new set, with a
five by six-and-a-half-inch screen,
which will sell at $149.50. The Allen
B. Dumont Laboratories, which have
had a one-third price cut in effect
since December, although list prices
have not been officially reduced, will
probably make a public announcement
of their lowered prices in the near
future and back it with an intensive
sales campaign, Mark B. Lajoie, general sales manager, declared yesterday.
In addition to the marketing of home
receivers, RCA has already started
a campaign to sell the sets to bars
and other public places. The 12inch screen set will sell at $395, instead of $600, while the nine-inch set
will sell at $295 instead of $450. Fiveinch sets will sell at $169, but will be
discontinued after the present stock
is exhausted.
RCA will have to sell at least 35,000 sets to break even, according to
Thomas F. Joyce, vice-president and
advertising director of RCA-Manufacturing. The DuMont 14-inch
screen set has been retailing at $400,
for the deluxe combination console,
instead of the original price of $580.
All persons who have purchased
RCA sets at the original prices or
dealers who stocked them at the higher prices will receive a cash refund of
the difference in prices.
At a meeting attended by more than
500 dealers yesterday, it was disclosed that the sales campaign would
be backed by sponsored programs
over WEAF and WJZ. Television
programs will also be developed to
sell sets.
In order to increase interest in telecasting among broadcasters, RCA
will make available its relay system
to all broadcasters who wish to use
it. After the Philadelphia relay system is set up, it will be extended to
Washington and Boston, it was said.

Neat
Kansas Network for Mutual
With the addition of three new stations in Kansas within the next six
weeks,
will asestablish
sas
stateMutual
network
part oftheits Kan-'
system on May 1. The addition of the
three stations will bring the total of
Mutual affiliates to 123.
Two stations will join on Saturday. They are KSAL, Salina, which
operates on 1,500 k.c. with 250 watts,
day, and 100 watts, night, but has a
license to switch to 1,120 k.c. with
1,000 watts, day, and 500 watts, night ;
and KVGB, Great Bend, on 1,370
k.c. with 100 watts, full time.
On May 1, KFBI, Abilene, on 1,050 k.c, with 500 watts, day, moves
to Wichita, and joins Mutual on that
day. The fourth member of the Kansas web, KTSW, Emporia, has been
part of the Mutual system since December.
Personalities in the News
Donald Shaw has been signed to a
long term contract as executive vicepresident and general manager of
WMCA, Donald Flamm, president,
announced yesterday. . . . Raymond
F. Guy, radio facilities engineer at
NBC, leaves for Washington on Monday to testify before the F.C.C. on
frequency modulation. . . David
Loive, who conducts the "Soundtrack"
on WNEW, has been named president
of the National Radio Film Commetptators Circle. . . . James R. Angell,
NBC educatiotial director, will deliver the Howard Crawley Memorial
Lecture at the University of Pennsylvania on "Radio, Propaganda and
War" next Monday.
For Baseball's Hall of Fame
A transcription of a one-hour
broadcast of baseball's centennial
celebration last June will be preby CBSNational
to baseball's
of Famesentedand
MuseumHall
at
Cooperstown, N. Y. John Fitzgerald, CBS director of sports, is having the transcription made on
aluminum discs for permanent
preservation.
Program News
Richfield Oil has renewed "Confidentially Yours" over 26 Mutual stations for an additional 13 weeks, effective April 2. In addition, Richfield
is extending its sponsorship to three
Illinois

Allied

Holds

times weekly with most of the stations instead of the once-weekly, as
at present. . . .
Continental Baking has renewed
"Pretty
an additional
52 weeks Kitty
over Kelly"
45 CBS forstations.
.. .A

$10,700,1
i

PhiladMarch
Philadelphia,
12.ia
— While
elph
1 ;
snow on Saturday and rain on Sunday ,
musical program featuring $150 in cut into the weekend business, grosses ]
weekly awards for safe drivers will be
to average
for the did
full ^
yi"-"k.1sponsored by the Manhattan Pontiac held
"The upGrapes
of Wrath"
Co. over WMCA starting next Tues- lently at the Fox with $24,600 On its
day. It zvill be heard Tuesdays, Thurs- second run at the Arcadia, "Broadway !
days and Sundays at 7 :30 P. M. Special safety patrol cars will cruise the Melody of 1940" took $5,200. "Dr.
streets to select the safe drivers. . . . Ehrlich's Magic Bullet" drew $10,700 ;
at the Aldine.
CBS, in conjunction with the U. S.
Estimated takings for the week end- \
office of Education, the U. S. Printing
March
:
Office and the Federal Housing Ad- ing
Ehrlich's7-9Magic
Bullet" (W. B.)
ministration, will present a new series "Dr.
ALDINE— (1,700) (32c-42c-57c-68c) 7 days.
Gross:
$10,700.
(Average,
$8,000)
on housing, "Roof Over America," beginning Sunday, March 24 at 2 P. M. "Broadway Melody of 1940" (M-G-M)
ARCADIA— (600) (32c-42c-57c) 7 days, 2nd
run. Gross: $5,200. (Average, $2,000)
Socialist Convention on Air
"Gone
the (86c-$l-14-$l-71)
Wind" (M-G-M)
BOYD—With
(2,400)
6 days, 7th j
As a tuneup for the major political week.
Gross: $26,800. (Average, $13,000)
conventions which take place this
"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
Summer, CBS, NBC-Blue and MuEARLE— (4,000) (75c-$U4) 7 days, 7th
tual will broadcast the keynote speech week. Gross: $29,000. (Average, $14,000)
Grapes of Wrath" (20th-Fox)
of the Socialist party national con- "The
FOX — (3,000) (32c-42c-57c-68c) 7 days. |
vention from the National Press Club, Gross:
$24,600. (Average, $13,000)
Washington, on Saturday, April 6, "Castle on the Hudson" (W. B.)
from 10 to 10:30 A.M. On the folKARLTON — (1,000) (32c-42c-S7c-68c) 7
lowing day, Albert Warner, CBS days, 2nd run. Gross: $3,800. (Average,
correspondent, will interview the nom- $3,000)
inee.
"Swiss Family Robinson" (RKO)
KEITH'S— (2,200) (32c-42c-57c-68c) 7 days,
2nd run. Gross: $3,700. (Average, $3,500)
"Northwest Passage" (M-G-M)
New Studios for WIRE
STANLEY— (3,700) (32c-42c-57c-68c) 7
WIRE, Indianapolis, moves to new days, 2nd week. Gross: $12,800. (Average,
studios and offices in the Claypool "Double
$14,000) Alibi" (Univ.)
Hotel on Friday. A reception and
STANTON— (1,700) (32c-42c-57c-68c) 7 days.
dinner will be tendered tomorrow eve- Gross: $4,200. (Average, $4,500)
ning at which about 650 radio and
other notables are expected to attend.
Review
Among those who have accepted are Assessment
Lenox R. Lohr, Niles Trammell and
Law for N. Y. Urged
Sidney Strotz, of NBC; Fred WebAlbany, March 12.— Assessment
er, general manager of Mutual ; Will
Hays, president of the M.P.P.D.A. ; review legislation, desired by exhibitors in municipalities throughout the
and Governor Townsend, of Indiana.
state, has been urged by Mayor Roger
W. Huntington of Waterville, presiSpot NBC Advertising Rises
dent of the Real Estate Association of
Spot and local advertising carried the State of New York.
over the 15 managed and operated
Huntington, on behalf of the real :
NBC stations rose to a new high dur- estate
called for a saving of
ing February, when billings totalled $40,000 group,
to
taxpayers
by passage of
$502,400, a rise of 31 per cent over
the same month last year, James V. legislation. A state legislative comhas been meeting to study the ;
McConnell, national spot and local questionmitteeand
submit its findings
sales manager, disclosed yesterday. before the end will
of the session late this
January billings for spot and local ad- month. Theatre circuits, in particular,
vertising were also 31 per cent ahead have long claimed that assessment of
of January, 1939, and McConnell be- their property throughout the state is
lieves that the same 31 per cent can
be maintained for the balance of the many times in excess of the worth and
heretofore the only recourse has been !
through expensive court action.

year.
Nebraska's Ascap
Mississippi Senate
Hearing March
25
A motion by Nebraska state officials
Approves Tax Rise
for a new trial of the action contesting
Jackson, Miss., March 12. — The
bill proposed to permit the city of
the
constitutionality
the for
state's
an- Jackson to impose extra taxes on theti-Ascap
law has beenof set
hearing
atre admissions and other retail colMarch 25 in the Federal statutory
court at Omaha.
lections to "replenish the city's diminFollowing the original trial the
ishing revenues" has been passed by
State Senate and now goes to the
court handed down a decision holding the
the law to be unconstitutional and House.
AGVA
Unit to Elect
The bill would empower municipaligranting Ascap a permanent injuncMarcus Loew Dividend
ties of the state with population of
Philadelphia, March 12. — Election
tion restraining the state from en35,000 or more to impose levies equal
of officers and advisory board for the
forcing the statute.
Toronto, March 12. — Another payLouis D. Frohlich and Herman to such taxes as imposed by the state.
local branch of A. G. V. A. has been
ment on arrears of Marcus Loew's
scheduled for March 26 bv Executive Theatres, Ltd., has been made in the Finkelstein of Schwartz & Frohlich, Jackson is the only city near this size
Secretary Tom Kelly. The local declaration of a dividend of 3^ per
in Mississippi. The state tax on theAscap counsel,
oppose
the state's
atre admissions runs from one cent on
at the will
Omaha
hearing.
In
branch functioned as an independent cent on the 7 per cent preferred shares motion
United Entertainers' Association un- for the half year ending June 30, 1938. April the two will argue the consti- 15 cents up to 10 per cent on $1. A 60
til two
'
weeks ago when it was The
company
operates Loew's in in Florida. tutionality ofa similar statute enacted per cent majority vote is necessary for !
downtown
Toronto.
granted an A. G. V. A. charter.
the city to adopt the measure.
Convention Friday
Chicago, March 12. — Allied of Illinois will hold its tenth annual meeting
Friday noon at the Congress Hotel.
Report of the year's activity and future plans and election of officers will
take place. Jack Hirsch, president, arrived from a month's Florida vacation,
yesterday. Dates of the National Allied convention here will be announced
next week.
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Bronston President;
Major Release Fixed

Sam

MARCH

Assembly;

Taxes

Lose

Albany, March 13. — Scores of bills,
many of them pertaining to film
houses and legitimate theatres, have
been killed by committees in the State
Assembly.
The rules committee tomorrow will
establish the procedure on all measures
which have been preserved for action
by the Assembly.
Killed in the slaughter of bills were
the Davidson proposal privileging any
person, regardless of color or creed,
and two anti-discrimination measures
by Assemblyman Burrows.
Assemblyman Bennett's proposed
tax on and the licensing of chain
stores, including theatres, also was included in the legislative graveyard.
The ways and means committee
killed a three per cent sales tax which
would have increased the revenue on
theatre
admissions in the higher brackets.

Hall

TEN

14, 1940

Killed

Film
Ticket

Making

U.S.A., THURSDAY,

Music
In

Schwab

YORK,

to Hold

Easter Services
Easter sunrise services of
the Greater New York Federation of Churches, in the past
held outdoors and at Columbia University, will be conducted at the Radio City
Music Hall this year.
A talk by T. Z. Koo, noted
Chinese Christian, hymns by
the Good Shepherd Lutheran
Choir of 250 boys and the
usual Easter ceremonies will
comprise the program on
March 24. The services will
be broadcast from 7:30 to 8
A. M. over WJZ and from 8
to 8:30 over the entire NBCBlue network.

U.S.
Its

Will

CENTS

Quiz

Witnesses

In

Hollywood

Examinations
Delay

in

of Trial

April;
Looms

The Government will begin the inter ogation ofHollywood witnesses in
the New York anti-trust suit on April
15 in Hollywood, it was disclosed here
yesterday by William Farnsworth,
special attorney for the Department
of Justice.
Paul Williams, who will be in
charge of the Government's case at
the trial of the anti-trust suit here,
is now on the Coast, making preparaBritish Fight Starts
tions for the examination of witnesses
there.
The examinations will be conducted
For Lower Rentals
by Albert J. Law, who represented
London, March 13. — A vigorous the Government in its recent investigation of Fox West Coast.
nationwide campaign for a reduction
Williams has advised Farnsworth
The anti-Ascap bill, favored by of film rentals was launched today
meeting of the new gen- that the examinations will last 10
many small exhibitors, was smothered at theeralfirst
of the Cinematograph days to two weeks, thus extending this
by the ways and means committee, Exhibitorscouncil
Association.
while the Wilson measure to provide
of the
Government's
A committee was named to study preparatory
work on thephase
West
Coast
up to allicensing charges for the re-sale of adthe
situation
and
to
instruct
all
most the very day that the trial of
mission tickets by telegraph and telephone companies was killed by the C.E.A. branches on the action to be the anti-trust suit is scheduled to be(Continued on page 6)
gin in New York.
judiciary committee.
This, as well as other recent developments, is increasing the belief
among defense
attorneys
(Continued
on pagethat2) the GovBronston and J. F. T. O'Connor last
year formed Commodore Pictures,
Lauded
Papers ' Value
Inc., and for a while carried on nego- Trade
tiations with James Roosevelt to join
Newsreel Coverage
the company.
Luncheon
Quigley Award
At

Hollywood, March 13. — Entry of
the Schwab millions in Hollywood
motion picture production was disclosed today with the filing of incorporation papers for Samuel Bronston
Productions, Inc., of which Edward H.
Schwab, brother of the late Charles
M. Schwab, is director.
Samuel Bronston is president of the
company. Frank J. Perry, son-in-law
of Edward Schwab, is vice-president.
In addition John J. Bergen, prominent
New York broker, and William V.
nephew of J. F. T. O'ConO'Connor,
nor, former comptroller of currency,
are members of the board. The
former Federal official is general counsel for the company.
Capitalization of the company has
been fixed at $1,000,000.
While company attaches stated officially that a release deal with a major
outlet has been set, it will not be announced until later this week when
the production program will be made
public.

Hollywood, March 13. — The importance to the industry as a whole
Disney Files SEC
of the constructive operation of film
trade publications was stressed by
Plea on New Stock Walter Wanger, president of the
Academy of Motion Picture Arts and
Washington, March 13. — Regis Sciences yesterday at the Quigley
tration of 155,000 shares of six per Awards luncheon at the Victor Hugo
cent cumulative convertible preferred Restaurant here.
stock with a par value of $25 per
The occasion was the presentation
share and of a like amount of common
of
the Quigley Grand Awards to the
stock, par value $5, into which the
preferred may later be converted, was winners of the annual contest conby Managers'
Round Table of
asked of the Securities and Exchange Motion ducted
Picture
Herald.
Commission today by Walt Disney
The presentation was made by Y.
Prod.
Freeman, president of the MoFrank
The estimated return from the pretion Picture Producers Association, to
ferred stock, the statement showed,
will be approximately $4,030,000 Ray Bell of Loew's Theatre, Washington, D. C, winner of the Silver
which will be used to pay off bank
loans and other indebtedness incurred Plaque, and Lige Brien, manager of
for construction of the new Disney Warners'' Prince, Arbridge, Pa., winner of the Bronze Plaque.
studio.
Wanger paid tribute to Martin
The principal underwriters for the
nt publicaissue will be Kidder, Peabody & Co., Quigley
tions andfor
for his
the "excelle
many constructive
and Harriman Ripley & Co., New
York, and Pacific Capital Corp., Los things he has done for this industry."
"There's
Angeles.
Wanger
ing,good
Continu
too
much
in our said,
industry to let
The statement, covering the first other people continue to revile us for
(.Continued on page 6)
their own selfish interests. We are

serving the public and I think we are
doing
good job."ceremonies were atThe a luncheon
tended by ranking studio executives.
Those who paid tribute to the award
winners were : Frank Capra, president
of the Screen Directors Guild; Ralph
Morgan, president of the Screen Actors Guild, and Charles Brackett, past
president of the Screen Writers Guild.
Past Quigley Award winners, who
were introduced from the floor, were :
William Hendricks, manager of
Warners' (Continued
Downtownon page
Theatre,
Los
3)
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Washington, March 13. — Newsreel representatives here are confident
that before the end of the current
Congressional session provision will
be made for them in the House gallery, under a resolution introduced
yesterday by Representative John J.
Delaney of New York.
Under the resolution space would
be set aside in the press gallery for
newsreel coverage as was done last
year for broadcasters. Tony Muto,
Washington ■ representative for Fox
Movietone News, headed the cam'Pinocchio' Drops
paign to give official recognition to
the reels. He pointed out that the
Single Bill Policy reels have been working at the Capitol
Hollywood, March 13. — Continua- for 20 years, but never have had any
tion of opposition by exhibitors and formal standing.
the necessity of clearing theatres of
It is not contemplated that the newschildren who stay through repeat per- reel companies will keep men stationed
formances caused an announcement to- permanently in the gallery, but, if the
resolution is adopted, they will have
that "Pinocchio"
wouldday bynoRoylonger
be sold
on a single
Disney
properly equipped position from
feature policy. The cartoon film has a
which to work on special occasions,
already been singled in New York, as the broadcasters do. It is anticiBuffalo, Oklahoma City, Lincoln,
pated that the resolution will be
adopted.
Neb., and Los Angeles.
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manager,
sales LY,
• eral SCUL
from Florida this weekend.
•
Edward M. Saunders, Western
In Hollywood
division manager for M-G-M, was
called to Pittsburgh early this week
(Continued from page 1)
by the serious illness of his father.
Saunders had been vacationing in
ernment will not be ready for trial Florida.
He will return to New York
beyond
delay
a
by May 1 and that
from Pittsburgh.
that date is almost inevitable.
The West Coast examinations for
Harry Brandt, David Weinstock,
the most part will include independent
producers and exhibitors, although Joseph Weinberg, George Dembow,
some production executives associated George Weltner, Mrs. Howard
with company defendants may be Dietz,
Owen Davis,
Ted Mills
O'Shea,at
Max Dreyfus
and Irving
queried as well.
Nick's Hunting Room in the Astor for
Major company defendants have lunch
yesterday.
•
reached no decisions yet as to whether
e
Government's 300-pag
or not the sufficie
John H. Harris, national chief
ntly informative to
answers are
barker
of the Variety Clubs, and Pittss.
satisfy the defendants' interrogatorie
burgh theatre operator, will leave at
It is possible that the answers, the end of the week for a vacation in
which are still being studied by at- California, where he will join his wife
torneys, will be accepted without fur- and son.
ther legal maneuvering, although it is
deequally possible that some of the will
President L. W. Conrow and Vicefendants, particularly Columbia,
President and General Manager G. L.
petition the court for an order direct- Carrington of Altec, have returned
ing the Government to give additional to New York after a business trip to
or more specific information.
Detroit.
Most of the Government's proposed
stipulations will be objected to by the
Daniel Finn, Warner Theatres
defense but it is certain that some
effort will be made to agree upon district manager in New Haven, and
some of them after the scheduled Max Melincoff, district manager for
March 27 conference with Federal Massachusetts, have left for Florida
vacations.
Judge Henry W. Goddard.
•
Sears Testifies About
Pooling Arrangements

Arthur Krim, John Golden, Martin Beck, Ruth Gordon, Ben
Boyar, Sidney Kingsley, Arthur
The Government was charged yes- Mayer and Jack Kirkland lunching
terday by John Caskey, attorney for at Sardi's yesterday.
•
Twentieth Century-Fox, with disregarding answers to interrogatories
C. J. Latta, chief barker of the
prepared by majors with "great labor Pittsburgh Variety Club, will leave
and expense," in asking questions of for Florida over the weekend, to join
film executives during pre-trial exam- his family.
inations.
•
Caskey's statement was made after
Special Assistant Attorney General
Robert L. Wright had questioned
Gradwell L. Sears, vice-president of
Warner Brothers in charge of sales,
on pooling arrangements between
Warners and other majors.
Sears testified that in carrying out
contracts to split product between two
houses a division is made "as even
as to quality and number of films as is
humanly possible." No adjustments,
however, are permitted at the end of
a season, he stated.
Negotiations for the sale of first run
product in the Government's 36 key
cities were described by the Warner
executive. Sears spoke of two occasions when he discussed contract terms
with Y. Frank Freeman and Barney
Balaban of Paramount Pictures.
Freeman telephoned him two years
ago, Sears said, with a "general lament on business in Detroit" and an
appeal for reduced rentals. "I offered
my condolences,"
Sears
rejoined, that
and
then
volunteered the
information
he rejected Freeman's request.
According to the testimony, both
Sears and Joseph Bernhard, head of
Warner theatres, have "many, many
times" received instructions from
Harry Warner to operate their departments independently of each other.
Sears stated that he had no outside
financial interests in the motion picture industry. He declared that the
theatre department of Warners did
not consult him in opening new houses
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EDWARD t A. GOLDEN, vicepresiden in charge of distribution for Monogram, returns Monday
from a tour of exchanges.
•
Rutgers Neilson, RKO publicity
manager, won a smoking set for his
desk
as the
yesterday's
meeting
of door
the prize
Circusat Saints
and
Sinners.
•
Herman Wobber, 20th Century-Fox
general sales manager, left last night
for San Francisco and plans to confer
at the studio before returning here.
•
Sam Weisbord of the William
Morris office leaves Saturday for
Miami, with a stopover in Washington.
•
Hortense Schorr of Columbia is
vacationing in Florida.

Title Tricks
Philadelphia, March 13. — !
There's considerable significance in the titles of the coming features at Henry Fried- l!
man's Lansdowne Theatre. He
is offering "Four Wives," "A
Child Is Born" and "Blondie
Brings named.
Up Baby," and in the
order

Plan

Trade

Fund

Relief'

in New

j

York

Plans for the establishment in New ;
York of a fund similar to Hollywood's ;
Motion Picture
Relief of
Fund
discussed
at a meeting
the will
Motionbe' ;
Picture Associates Saturday at the;
Hotel Astor.
The cooperation of industry inter- ;
ests will be sought. Samuel Rinzler, !
Sam Rinzler of Randforce returns executive of the Randforce circuit,
has volunteered to work with the As-.;
tomorrow from a Miami vacation.
sociates in soliciting support from the:1
major companies.
Jack Ellis, president, is pushing the plan as a means
Four Cities Seeking
providing for the needy and unem'Edison' Premiere of
ployed in the film business in the]
East.
Four cities are competing for the
Other recommendations of the board
of directors will be discussed at the
world
premiere
of
"Edison
the
Man,"
M-G-M's second film on the life of
Thomas Alva Edison.
meeting. The date will be set for the1
next annual dinner-dance.
Orange, N. J., where Edison established his laboratories and where his
widow and family still live, seems to Judge to Dismiss
have the best chance for the coming
Gary Theatre Suit
opening. Schenectady, where General
Electric centers, and Dearborn, Mich.,
Chicago, March 13. — Judge William Holly of Federal Court, citing
where Henry Ford maintains an Edison museum, are also seeking the what he called an insufficiency of evihonor. Ft. Myers, Fla., wants the
dence, today indicated that he would
premiere because Edison maintained a dismiss the Gary Theatre suit against
home there.
Balaban and Katz and the majors. At;

the request of the plaintiff's counsel,
he postponed the order until Monday
Wisconsin Court
to allow the attorney to decide what
further action his client might wish to
Upholds Bingo Ban make. Judge Holly ruled that the
Aaron Copland, American comMilwaukee, March 13. — Exhibitors evidence failed to prove restraint of
poser, flew to Hollywood yesterday scored a complete victory on Bingo in trade on the part of distributors and
to work on the score of Sol Lesser' s Wisconsin, as the State Supreme unreasonable clearance.
"Our Town," United Artists release. Court refused to reconsider a recent
•
decision holding Bingo a lottery.
Steffes to Palm Beach
The application for an appeal was
Lynn Farnol, United Artists adW.
A. (Al) Steffes, Minneapolis
vertising and publicity director, ar- taken by counsel for the Bahn Frei exhibitor and Allied States official,
rived from the Coast by plane last Hall here, against which an injunc- will leave Sunday for Palm Beach
tion was obtained by Charles W. where he will convalesce following an
night.
•
Trampe, head of Film Service, Inc. illness of two months which confined
Frank McHugh, Warner player, The injunction restrained continua- him in the Providence Hospital, Washtion of the game on the ground that
will return to the Coast Sunday after
ing. Steffes left the hospital a few
it constitutes a public nuisance.
a brief vacation in the East.
days
ago.
He will be accompanied
•
to Florida by Pete Harrison.
Barney Hoffman, Warner Theatres
MOTION PICTURE
executive in New Haven, has left for Plaque to Montague
a vacation in Hollywood, Fla.
On 15th Anniversary
•
DAILY
A plaque commemorating his 15th
Jack Cohn, vice-president of anniversary with Columbia was pre(Registered U. S. Patent Office)
Columbia, and Nate Spingold return
sented to Abe Montague, general sales Published daily except Saturday, Sunday and
Monday from Miami.
manager, by officials of the company holidays by Quigley Publishing Company.
•
Inc., 1270 Sixth Avenue, Rockefeller Center.
yesterday.
New York City. Telephone Circle 7-3100
Alexander Korda is expected from
The
company's
annual
sales
drive,
the Coast today.
Cable
address "Quigpubco, New York." Mar
now in progress, also has been desig- tin Quigley,
Editor-in-Chief and Publisher:
nated the Montague 15th anniversary Colvin Brown, Vice-President and General
campaign.
Manager; Watterson R. Rothacker, Vice
President; Sara Shain, Editor; James A
except to learn whether product would
Cron, Advertising manager; Chicago Bureau
be available in the area.
624
South Hollywood
Michigan Avenue,
B. O'Neill
M. P. Engineers Meet
The Warner vice-president declared
manager;
Bureau, C.Postal
Union
Development of a new low reflection Life Building, Boone Mancall, manager, Wil
that there were "innumerable reasons"
why the distribution division benefited lens was discussed by Prof. C. H. Ham R. Weaver, Editor; London Bureau, 4
Square, London Wl, Hope Williams
from affiliation with theatre com- Cartwright of the Massachusetts In- Golden
manager,
cable address
"Quigpubco,
Lon
copyrighted
1940 by Quig
stitute of Technology at a meeting of don." All contents
panies.
He concluded his examination by the Atlantic Coast section of the ley Publishing Company, Inc. Other Quigle*
Motion Picture Herald, Better
stating that a number of these reasons S.M.P.E. last night at the RCA Pho- publications:
Theatres, International Motion Picture Al
were enhancement of the value of pic- tophone studio in New York. The manac and Fame. Entered as second class
semi-annual convention of S.M.P.E. matter, Sept. 23, 1938, at the post office a*
tures, advertising benefits and the abil- City.
ity to gauge the public demand for will be held April 22-25 at Atlantic New York, N. Y., under the act of March i>
material and stars.
3,
1879. Subscription
rates per
yearcopiei
$6 in 10r
the '
America!
and $12 foreign.
Single
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ANEW semi-commercial program
to test the technique of visual
advertising and a new method of news
presentation on television will start
next Wednesday at 8:50 P. M. over
the NBC station, under the sponsors'^ of Esso.
v.S5ing United Press news and photo
services, James Spargove will briefly
summarize the news items while the
iconoscope will be pointed at the news
photos. Large signs, stressing Esso
products, will be directly behind Spargove and will be brought to the screen
when the camera flashes away from
the photos to the commentator. The
program will be presented weekly.
The sponsor is paying for Spargove's
services.
Renew Benny's Contract
Jack
contract
for the
lo seriesBenny's
has been
renewed
for Jelan
additional year by General Foods, it
was learned yesterday. Benny's
three year non-cancelable contract,
one of the longest in radio, expires
in June. When he returns to the
air after his usual Summer layoff
this Fall, he will start his ninth
consecutive year on the air and his
seventh for the same sponsor.
Clamor for Bergen Tickets
Requests for tickets to the New
York broadcasts of the Edgar Bergen
and Charlie McCarthy show — March
17, 24 and 31 — have swamped the press
and guest relations departments of
NBC, to say nothing of Standard
Brands, sponsor of the show. Requests have outnumbered those for
the Toscanini concerts, the previous
leader, by more than two-to-one.
Program News
American Tobacco has extended the
Ben Bernie show over CBS for an
additional 13 weeks and will shift the
time from Sundays at 5 :30 P. M. to
Wednesdays at 8 P. M., effective April
10. . . .
Lawny Ross's program also will be
shifted. Ross, who was originally
heard at 11 A. M. was moved to his
present 2 P. M. spot and will go to
7:15 P. M. on April 1. He will be
heard immediately after "Amos 'n'
Andy" on Mondays, Wednesdays,
Thursdays and Fridays over CBS.
Campbell Soup, sponsor of both shows,
will thus have the half hour spot be; hveen 7 and 7 :30 P. M. . . .
General Mills has signed a new
contract with NBC-Red for the Ted
Wccms "Beat the Band" show which
K'ill carry the program through Feb.
23, 1941." It is heard Sundays at 6:30
P. M. . . . "Show of the Week," cooperatively sponsored show over Mutual, has been renewed for 13 zveeks,
effective March 31. It is heard Sundays at 6 :30 P. M.
Handbook for Gag Writers
An unusual handbook for radio and
screen gag writers, "Thesaurus of
Humor," will be published tomorrow
by Crown Publishers. Written by two
experienced writers in both fields,
Mildred Meiers and Jack Knapp, the
volume classifies 5,640 humorous situations under 4,000 subject classifications.
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{Continued from page 1)
Angeles, and Jules Seltzer, of the publicity department of Hal Roach
Studios.
Watterson Rothacker, vice-president
of Quigley Publications, opened the
exercises by calling on A-Mike Vogel,
chairman of the Managers' Round
Table, who outlined the history and
mechanism of the showmanship competition. Rothacker then introduced
Freeman, as toastmaster.
Awards Encourage Exhibitors

3

Daily

Lauded

Luncheon

Honeymoon Island
Honeymoon Island, a free
retreat for newlyweds, will
be brought to the screen in a
Paramount picture by Director Joseph Santley. The
island is in the Gulf of Mexico and can be reached in
half hour by speedboat from
Tampa, Fla. A wealthy Tampa business man allows each
newlywed couple two weeks
on the island which he owns.

when we have someone who is as sincere, as honest and as forthright as
Martin Quigley. I say that for what
he has done today and for the way
he conducts his paper, and regardless
of the way he and I disagree about
some things, it is a great satisfaction
to know that the man you disagree
with is disagreeing with you from the
sincerity of his beliefs and not from
motives of advertising blackmail and
the much to be despised methods Governors to Head
which are much too prevalent in this
industry of ours.
'Virginia City' List
Governor Olson of California and
"I would like also to say at this
Freeman said, "All three branches
of this industry are most important time that I had the pleasure of lunch- Governor Carville of Nevada will
but after the producer has done his
ing with Mr. Quigley and Mr. Roth- head the guest list at the world preacker recently in this room. We were
job, the job of the exhibitor becomes
miere of Warners' "Virginia City" at
the most important. It has been my discussing what we considered a very Reno and
Virginia City, Nev., Saturfortunate experience that many years serious situation, the fact that we are
day evening.
of my life have been spent in the ex- being molested in our efforts to
Governor Olson will go to the openhibition field. I've also had the for- achieve a livelihood in this business.
ing with a group of Hollywood playtunate experience of spending a short Mr. Quigley made a very sage reers, while Warner home office executime in the production end. I am mark.
tives and correspondents already are
"He said, 'How do you expect the en route from New York. The guests
familiar with this award and the untiring effort and ability required to rest of journalism and the rest of the will gather at Reno Saturday morning
win it. These boys are the representa- world to take your business seriously and go on to Virginia City in the
tives of several thousands of exhibitors if your own trade press is not run on afternoon. A ball at the State House
striving to win these awards each ethical lines ?' I think he made a very in the evening will climax the affair.
year. I think it is one of the finest pertinent remark, because it seems to ning.
The Hollywood train will return at
tributes to be paid. It is an honor to me we can be rightfully proud of the noon on Sunday, and the group bound
be called upon to present this silver pictures made in the last year.
for the East will depart Sunday eveplaque to Ray Bell of Loew's Theatre,
Hails Quigley's Ideals
Washington, D. C."
Winner
Bell
responded,
"I
can't
tell
"If you will look at the 10 Academy We are proud of our industry. We
stories or make speeches but I hope candidates
you will see that they are know that we represent a crowd of
that I can at least try to sell pictures.
certainly
pictures
of great distinction. men and women who are fine citizens
I want to thank you, Mr. Freeman,
There's
too
much
good in our indus- and
who way.
want to earn their living in
a decent
for this 'Oscar' and you ladies and
try
to
let
other
people
continue
to
regentlemen for your presence and envile us for their own selfish interests.
"We can be proud of our industry
couragement. And I want to thank We are serving the public and I think
Mr. Vogel and Quigley Publications
because, out of the first 15 top industries inthe country, we are one of
for this award and a very pleasant we're doing a good job. I am for any
vacation in Hollywood. I think that publication that stands for the ideals the very few who are taking care of
most of us in the exhibition field try that Mr. Quigley's publications do, our own, from top to bottom. I have
I'll be pleased when he is a found a great heart, a great symto do a good job but I can sincerely although
pathetic understanding, among the
say that through the encouragement of little more on my side on some of the
rank
and
file
of this industry. We do
subjects
we
don't
quite
agree
on
as
Quigley Publications we are doing a
not deserve derision. Yet I think we
Capra said, "I didn't come prepared should not protest too much. Our
better Calls
job." Herald Asset to Job
to make a speech, but I don't think hands are pretty clean. I think as
is necessary to con- long as we know that we can let our
Toastmaster Freeman then pre- much preparation
gratulate these two gentlemen. It actions express our honesty and sinsented the Bronze Plaque to winner seems to me
there are two big steps
cerity. Iwant to express my deep
Brien, who said, "I am very proud in pictures — making them and selling gratitude to the Quigley Publications
and happy to be here to accept this them. We can make them, but they
for what they are doing in and for
award and I want to thank Martin
are not much good until we get an
Quigley and Motion Picture Herald audience into the theatre to see them.
this industry."
for their generosity. I think Motion
Industry Notables Attend
Picture Herald is an asset to me in It is a great honor to be here today
yet."
Brackett said, "We writers like to
my job and to all of you in your jobs. representing the directors to congratulate these two young men. One of bill ourselves as the forgotten men of
It
is thatTable
paper that
through
Managers'
represents a Washington chain motion pictures. It is, therefore, a
Round
has its
helped
us in them
of theatres and the other a second run particularly great pleasure for me to
our work. I am acutely conscious of
the honor bestowed upon me and of a house with two first run houses oppo- extend our congratulations to Bell and
site him getting the first chance at the Brien as representatives of those other
duty to do more and better work in
best pictures. I want to congratulate forgotten men, the showmen who sell
the coming years."
these men for winning these awards
"Ray and Lige," Freeman resumed, and I wish all theatres had such men theAmong
pictures those
to thealso
public."
attending the
"I hope I have expressed properly the
luncheon
were:
E.
J. Mannix, Sol
appreciation of everyone present. You selling their pictures."
Lesser, Harry Edington, Harry Rapf,
boys represent a group who have the
Calls Attack Unjustified
Winfield R. Sheehan, Dr. A. H.
final responsibility in this industry.
Giannini, Harry Sherman, Charles
Morgan, voicing the sentiments of Casanave, George Bagnall, J. J.
We know you accept that responsibility in the common cause, and I the Screen Actors Guild, said, "I was
mean by that that there is no longer particularly glad when Mr. Freeman Nolan, Harold Rodner, Gerald Rackett, Jesse Lasky, William C. Thomas,
a separation between production, dis- said he considers the exploitation, sell- Nat Wolf, Margaret Ettinger, Don
tribution and exhibition. Unless the
ing and production of pictures all part Gilman, Reeves Espy, Pat Casey, Al
job is well done at the exhibiting end, of our own industry. I think we Cohn, Ben Wallerstein, Jack Gross,
should be particularly grateful today
production cannot live."
to
Martin Quigley and the Quigley Edwin Schallert, Harry Crocker,
Freeman Praises Quigley
Publications for this manifestation of Dema Harshbarger, Jock Lawrence,
Strickling, Don McElwaine,
Freeman then introduced Wanger. the solidarity of our industry through Howard
Dean Dorn, Arthur Eddy, Tom S.
"First of all," Wanger began, "I'd these awards to these gentlemen.
Pettey, Lynn Farnol, John LeRoy
like to pay a tribute to Martin Quig"I say today particularly because,
Murphy McHenry, Frank
ley. Mr. Quigley deserves our thanks as Mr. Wanger remarked, we all Johnston,
Seltzer, Al Vaughn, Billy Leyser,
know
that
we
are
being
attacked
on
and respect for his excellent publications and for the many constructive all flanks. We, as actors, and all Perry Lieber, Robert Doman, John
things he has done for this industry. other members of our industry, don't Joseph, Walter Compton, William
Peirce, Lance Heath, Edwin Stein.
It's really something to be proud of believe these attacks are justifiable.
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It's the Warner way of reminding your patrons
that next week begins the national release of
ERROL

FLYNN

• MIRIAM

"VIRGINIA
with
RANDOLPH
FRANK McHUGH

^

HOPKINS

CITY"

SCOTT
• HUMPHREY
BOGART
• ALAN HALE • GUINN "BIG BOY" WILLIAMS
Directed by MICHAEL CURTIZ
Original Screen Play by Robert Buckner • Music by Max Steiner
A Warner Bros.-First National Picture

Listen! Coast-to-Coast!
NBC Saturday 2:15 P.M.
MBS Saturday 6 P.M.
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{Continued from page 1)
taken. The committee will meet again
next week to be followed by special
branch meetings throughout the country. The committee has been instructed to report to the general
council meeting next month.
Although no official policy has been
set as yet, individual members have
suggested a boycott against offending
distributors. The indications are that
a sharp clash on the situation is brewing.
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By WILLIAM F. CROUCH
Chicago, March 13. — Sam Myers,
prominent independent exhibitor who
operates the Teatro Del Lago and
Wilmette, will build a new theatre in
Glencoe, 111., just north of here, this
Spring. The new theatre, the Glenwin, will cost approximately $175,000
and is to be completed by Sept. 1,
1940. Inside the theatre extra attention will be given to playrooms for
Despite independent criticism, the children. A conservatory for the raising of rare plants will be another
general council today ratified the re- feature of the new theatre. The allversion to pre-war committees, but
will retain the executive committee year-round air-conditioning system
makes this possible.
with major circuit representatives
being elected.
The council discussed favorably the
Max Factor, booker for the Great
suggestion that the Board of Trade States circuit, has resigned, effective
be asked to allow multiple quota films April 1, to take a position with the
Lincoln Theatre circuit in Minneapoto count in the exhibitors' quota.
lis, which operates 17 Midwestern
theatres. No successor to Factor has
been named.
Plagiarism Suit
Plagiarism suit of Henry Rose
Plans for a new 750 seat theatre
against Marc Connelly, Arthur Kober
and Mitchell Grayson was filed yester- in Rockford, 111., have been announced by William Van Matre, Jr.,
day in the U. S. District Court. Rose
claims that his play, "Silent Shears," James D. Hurst and T. M. Ellis, Illinois and Wisconsin theatre operawas infringed upon by defendants'
tors. This will make 10 theatres for
play, "Having Wonderful Time,"
Rockford.
Club in New Quarters
Pittsburgh, March 13. — The new
headquarters for the local Variety
Club will be opened Friday night
with a party for members only. A
private stag for the press will be held
tomorrow night, and a public reception is scheduled for Saturday.
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next week to exploit "One Million
Years B. C."
Clyde W. Eckhardt, branch manager of 20th Century-Fox here, has
been named by Herbert Hoover to
take charge of the booking of "Finland Fights Back," in theatres in this
territory. More than 40 prints of the
six-reel subject are now being shown
in this territory, Eckhardt reports.
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(Continued from page 1)
public offering of stock in the Disney
enterprise, which heretofore has been
wholly in the hands of the Disney
that the highest refamily, shows
muneration paid to any of its officios
in 1939 was $108,298 to Walt Di|jO

as president.
Other officials' salaries were: $54,185 to Roy Disney, executive viceJames Roosevelt plans to discuss president ; $14,335 to Gunther Lessing,
with Chicago exhibitors his plans for vice-president; $8,099 to Edward M.
feature and coin machine productions, Francis, treasurer, and $9,711 to
E. Morris, secretary.
on Friday. Roosevelt will leave for George
It was also shown that the company
Hollywood on Saturday or the first of
paid $156,457 to Kay Kamen, Ltd.,
next week.
and $14,774 to Kay Kamen of Canada
for licensing services, and $80,000 to
from 4-A
Ultimatum
Leopold Stokowski for musical direction.
To N. Y. Fair Today
Associated Actors and Artistes of Warners Make Own
America yesterday ruled that no member would be permitted to work at
Ad Display Banners
either the New York or San FranWarners, effective immediately, will
cisco World's Fair unless every per- manufacture and distribute its own:
former was a member of one of the
line of silk screen displays, Gradwell
4-A branches.
general sales manager, disA delegation of 4-A officials will L. Sears,
closed yesterday. The displays will
meet with the New York Fair offi- be available under the Warner advercials today to insist that contracts with
tising accessories rental plan.
concessionaires include a closed shop
Heretofore such displays were proLast year, Fair officials in"Of Mice and Men" has been provision.
cured by exhibitors only from outside
sisted that they could not control the
booked into the Apollo starting
in each territory. Four sizes
labor policies of concessionaires but sources
March 23. "Rebecca" goes into the the 4-A board declared yesterday that of banners will be made by Warners
United Artists April 13, following
this condition would not be tolerated on all films beginning with "Virginia
"Young Tom Edison." Art Catlin, this year.
who has been handling the advance
The 4-A also forwarded a strong
promotion
on
"Of
Mice
and
Men"
protest
to William Green, A. F of L.
goes on a tour of Midwestern cities
president, against the granting of a Cincinnati 's Bingo
charter to Ralph Whitehead for orReceipts Decline
ganization ofcircus laborers. WhiteCincinnati, March 13. — January
head was executive secretary of the
Bingo receipts were somewhat below
American Federation of Actors last December
here. Based on playing perAugust
when the 4-A revoked the
mits
issued
by City Manager C. O.
A.F.A. charter.
City."
Sherrill, the records of Police Chief
Eugene T. Weatherly shows that 225,929 players paid a total of $178,727.23
Discrimination Bill
at 202 parties in January. Prizes
Filed in Congress amounted to $42,701, leaving net profit
to the sponsoring orWashington, March 13. — Rep. of $136,026.23ganizations.
December figures show
James Seccombe of Ohio has intro- total attendance of 242,719 at 202
duced a bill in Congress making it
a criminal offense to discriminate parties ; receipts, $193,637.57 ; prizes,
"'16,803.50, and net profit, $146,834.07.
against Negroes in admittance to theatres or in segregating , them from
white patrons.
Similar bills have been introduced Payne in Squabble
At Texas Hearing
in state legislatures.
anti-dis-in
crimination movement The
is strong
Dallas, March 13. — Federal Trade
Ohio, where theatre managers have Commissioner George H. Payne yesbeen fined on complaints of Negro
terday engaged in a sharp exchange
with Darrell Yates, manager of
patrons.
KRBA, during one of a group of
hearings on station ownership. Payne
told Yates if he appeared before the
Postpone 'Baby' Appeal
Albany, March 13. — Argument on commission he could not get a station
"The Birth of a Baby," scheduled for license because of his attitude.
today before the N. Y. Court of ApThe hearing seeks to establish that
peals, has been put over until the next
term. Its ban for exhibition in New Dr. James G. Ulmer of Tyler is the
hidden owner of several Texas staYork State was upheld last year by tions.
the Appellate Division, one dissenting vote having given Sam Citron the
Hoover Asks Finn
right to further appeal.
Actor Guild Ball April 5
Annual ball of the Catholic Actors
Guild will be held April 5 at the
Commodore. Vice-President Garner,
Supreme Court Justice Frank Murphy, former Governor Alfred E.
Smith, Governor Lehman and Mayor
LaGuardia are among those on the
sponsoring committee.

Drive Be Continued
Herbert Hoover, chairman of the
Finnish Relief Fund, yesterday called
on the motion picture industry to continue its cooperation with the Fund,!
including collections from patrons in
theatre lobbies, despite the signing of
the Finn-Russian armistice. The Fund
will continue to function to meet
emergencies among Finnish refugees.
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Freed of Lottery
Special Sessions Court in Brooklyn
has thrown out a second case against
an exhibitor on lottery charges.
Following reversal this week of the
conviction of James May, former
manager of the Atlantic, Brooklyn, the
court acquitted Christy Carnavos,
manager of the Momart, by a threeto-one decision.
While no written opinion was given,
the majority of the court pointed out
that its acquittal of Carnavos was
based on the fact that the theatre per(Continued on page 5)
Ostrer to Survey
Television in U. S.
Isidore Ostrer, chairman of the
board of Gaumont British Picture
Corp. and executive of Baird Television, arrived yesterday on the Rex for
an indefinite stay. He said the purpose of his visit is to investigate- the
television situation here.
Asked whether Baird, which is controlled by Gaumont British, plans to
enter the American television field,
Ostrer said this would depend on what
is determined during his investigations.
On arrival, he was eager to learn
(.Continued on page 5)

Decree'

Government

End

Anti-Trust

Motion pictures of "socially conscious," or propaganda content are more
likely to follow trends and movements than to start them, Terry Ramsaye, editor of Motion Picture Herald,
told a Princeton University class
"Public Opinion," in a lecture
studying
there yesterday.
"The makers of motion pictures
of what is called 'the industry,' " observed Mr. Ramsaye, "are engaged in
a business concerned with getting the
customers to buy seats at the boxoffice. They do not profess to be
educators, reformers, uplifters or
authors of movements. They should
not be asked to be any of those
things either.
"The many pressures toward a 'socially conscious' screen are from those
who have what they think is a 'message' that
they would
(Continued
on pagelike
8) to have

'U' .Directors
Hear

Elect,
Profits Today

Financial report of Universal Pictures Co., Inc., for the first quarter
of the current fiscal year, which Wall
Street estimates will disclose a net
of approximately $300,000, will be submitted to the company's stockholders
at their
ton today.annual meeting in WilmingProfit for the corresponding quarter a year ago was $157,990.
J. Cheever Cowdin, Universal board
(Continued on page 2)

Board

of

Coast

Suit

Suggested changes in film trade practices and procedure which
are contained in the report of the Department of Commerce, which
was recently submitted for study to the Department of Justice,
are now expected to constitute a basis for an out-of-court settlement of the pending anti-trust suit.
While it is, of course, not certain that an out-of-court settlement
will be made, confidence is increasing that the present case may
not go to trial, resulting in the saving of considerable time and
expense both to the Government and to the industry.
Department of Justice officials frequently have stated that any
settlement which is made can be made only with the approval
and consent of the court, which means that only a consent decree
embodying the purpose and aims of the Government's suit would
impel the Department of Justice to accept an out-of-court settlement.
The talked-of settlement centers around several important modifications oftrade practices. A radical change in selling may result.
This change may mean that pictures would be screened before
being offered for sale, entailing an elimination of required block
booking. Localized buying of pictures, rather than national circuit
buying, is also under discussion.
As to divorcement, it is pointed out that Thurman Arnold, in a
recent statement, proposed an arrangement under which the circuits would become separated from distribution over a protracted
period, perhaps as long as 10 years.
Critics

CENTS

Cancels

Aim
In

New long term contracts have been
given Walt Disney and Roy Disney
by Walt Disney Productions.
Walt Disney's contract as executive
production manager is for seven years
at $2,000 weekly plus certain traveling
and other expenses. Roy Disney's contract is for seven years at $1,000
weekly and traveling expenses as business manager.
The company has insured Walt Disney's life for $1,500,000.
It was disclosed that a large part
of Disney Productions' new $4,000,000
financing will go to pay promissory
notes held by the Bank of America
Trust & Savings Association of California, with which the company's new
studio and current productions were
financed.
"Fantasia," one of the new produc- Films Don't Launch
tions, featuring the Philadelphia Phil(Continued on page 5)
Trends — Ramsaye
Second
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Exhibitors

Testify

atN.Y.

Will

Trial

The Government yesterday dropped
is proposal to take the pre-trial dethe Coast.positions of independent exhibitors on
The unexpected reversal in position by the Government followed
modification to the local anti-trust division by Special Assistant Attorney
General Paul Williams, now on the
Coast, that Western exhibitors will
testify personally at trial instead of
by Williams
deposition.further stated in a telegram that the Government was dropping its proposed action because of
the stand taken by attorneys for the
majors. Counsel for the defendants
on Wednesday had asked for a list of
those witnesses who the Government
wished to examine before deciding
whether to consent to the Government
request.
Several attorneys had objected then
(Continued on page 5)

Virginia City-Bound
By SAM SHAIN
Aboard the Forty-Niner, En Route
to Reno, March 14. — The Commodore
Vanderbilt brought Mort Blumenstock
and 29 feature writers, critics and
trade paper reporters into Chicago this
morning en route to the premiere of
Warners' "Virginia City" at Virginia
City, Nevada.
The New York party was joined in
Chicago by Critics Harold W. Cohen,
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette ; Karl Krug,
Pittsburgh Sim-Telegraph ; Harry
Martin, Memphis Commercial- Appeal ;
Earl Pomrov, Minneapolis Tribune;
Isabel McDonald, Milwaukee Sentinel;
Nat Gross, Chicago Herald- American;
Tom Schaeffer, Acme News Service ;
Dan Thrapp, United Press.
At Omaha tonight the party will
pick up Barney Oldfield, Nebraska
State Journal.
About 20 members of the party will
(Continued on page 8)
Plan

Network

Show

To Battle Neely Bill
A suggestion for a radio network
program enlisting public support
against the Neely bill was discussed
at a meeting yesterday in the office
of Howard Dietz, M-G-M advertising and publicity director.
Among those attending were Harry
Brandt, head of the Brand circuit and
president of the New York I.T.OA. :
Oscar A. (Continued
Doob, Loew
theatres
on page
5) adver-

Ullman
To

Make

Quits

Pathe

RKO

Films

Frederic Ullman, vice-president and
general manager of RKO Pathe News
for the past three years, will resign
April 1 to become a producer under
Lee Marcus at the RKO Hollywood
studio.
Frank Donovan, production manager of the newsreel, will be elected
vice-president of RKO Pathe News,
succeeding Ullman. Walton C. Ament,
news editor for the past two years,
will be named general manager and
editor of the newsreel. Ned E. Depinet, RKO
vice-president
(Continued
on page 5) and disK-A-O,

Skouras

Ask

U. S. to Approve Deal
which K-A-0 and Skouras
Deal bywould
take over four Bronx
Theatres

theatres each from the SpringerCocalis Circuit has been submitted to
nt of Justice in Washthe Departme
ington for approval.
t's approval is obDepartmen
If the tained,
y.the deals will be concluded
immediatel

The deals were reported to Washington in accordance with the standnt's
in the
still
under which
suit, Governme
anti-trust
New Yorkagreement
(Continued on page 5)
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(Continued from page 1)
chairman; Nate J. Blumberg, president ; Charles D. Prutzman, vicepresident, and Peyton Gibson, secretary, will attend the meeting in Wilmington today. All directors are
scheduled to be reelected.
No recapitalization plan for the
company has been completed so there
will be no action on this matter at
today's meeting.
Universal Corp., parent holding
company of Universal Pictures
Co., Inc., reported a profit of
$999,110 for the fiscal year ended Oct.
28, 1939. For the preceding fiscal
year the company reported a loss of
$827,398.
At the corporation's annual meeting
the following directors were reelected ■
Blumberg, Paul G. Brown, Daniel C.
Collins, Cowdin, Preston Davie, William Freiday, Ottavio Prochet, Prutzman, J. Arthur Rank, Budd Rogers,
Daniel M. Sheaffer and W. H. Taylor,
Annual election of officers is scheduled for April 4.
Stahl

and

Roosevelt

Break Negotiations
Hollywood, March 14. — Negotiations whereby John M. Stahl would
produce one picture for James Roosevelt's Globe Pictures for United Artists release have been discontinued.
It could not be learned whether
the action is final or if the negotiations will be resumed at some later
date.
Stahl's negotiations for a multiple
picture deal with Columbia are still
in progress and may be concluded
within the next few days.
Exhibitors

in R. L

Oppose Neely Bill
Providence, March 14. — Rhode
Island exhibitors are opposed to the
Neeley bill. A state-wide poll shows
that 31 theatre managers opposed the
legislation and seven favor it. The
survey was undertaken by William E.
Spragg of M. & P. Antonio Romano
of Associated and Edward L. Reed of
the Strand. The figures include both
independent and circuit houses.

GREATEST typewriter ever producedl
With MAGIC* Margin and other sensational Features of the Future. See this
sensational New Easy-Writing Royal now.
'Trade Mark
Royal Typewriter Company, Inc.
2 Park Avenue. New York. N. Y.
Branches and Agencies the World Over
ROYAL

WORLD'S NO. 1 TYPEWRITER
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BARNEY BALABAN, Paramount
president, will accompany Paramount newsreel officials to Washington tomorrow to attend the annual
dinner given by White House correspondents for President Roosevelt
at the Willard Hotel. Paramount
News has produced a political satire
reel for the affair.
•
Frank Gillmore, president of Associated Actors and Artistes of America, and Paul N. Turner, general
counsel, leave tonight for a vacation
trip to the West •Indies.
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JOSEPH
Theatres, after
WarnerARD,
manager ofBERNH
six weeks at the Lenox Hill Hospital,
is leaving on Monday for a short period of convalescence in Miami Beach.
•
Ben Washer, Lee Schubert, John
Golden, Irving Caesar, John D.
Hertz Jr., John Emery, Al Lewis
and Martin Beck at Sardi's for lunch
yesterday.
•

S. Barret McCormick, RKO advertising and publicity director, will
leave for the Coast today for a two
weeks visit.
•
Edwin A. Aaron, assistant to WilSal
Demano,
assistant at the
liam F. Rodgers, general sales manager of M-G-M, leaves tonight for Loew's State, Boston, is in the hosthree weeks of deep sea fishing off
pital following a nervous
breakdown.
•
Florida.
•
Anita Louise has returned to the
Harry Cohn, Columbia president, Coast after a personal appearance enwill come to New York from Florida
•
gagement here.
with Jack Cohn and Nate Spingold
on Monday, before returning to the
Sam Kaplan of Century ProjecCoast.
tor Corp. is in Florida.
•
•
Maurice Silverstone, Emanuel
Emil K. Ellis, attorney, is vacaSilverstone and Charles Schwartz
tioning in Havana.
of United Artists are expected from
the Coast early next week.
•
Grosses Slump Here
Sid Ehrlich of Wilbar Photo EnAs Holy Week Nears
graving is the father of a boy born
With the approach of Holy Week,
to his wife, Claire, at Madison Park Broadway grosses slumped during the
Hospital.
•
past
week.
"Northwest
led
the first
run parade
at the Passage"
Capitol with
Charles Barron, M-G-M exploi- and estimated $55,000 for its first
tation representative in Pittsburgh, stanza and it holds over.
observes a birthday today.
•
"Too Many Husbands," with stage
show, at the Music Hall drew an estiMel Heymann of Howard Dietz's
mated $74,000 and made way yesterpublicity staff at M-G-M leaves today
for a Florida vacation.
day for "Young Tom Edison." At
•
the Roxy, "My Little Chickadee"
George J. Schaefer, RKO presi- opens today after one week for "Vigil
the Night," with stage show, which
dent, will leave for Florida today for in
grossed an estimated $35,000.
a brief vacation.
•
"Three Cheers for the Irish" with
Y. Frank Freeman, Paramount Johnny McGee's band on the stage,
only an estimated $25,000 at the
studio head, is expected from the Coast drew
Strand, but holds over for a second
on Monday.
•
stanza. "The Grapes of Wrath,"
which winds up an eight week and
Matthew J. Fox, Universal vice- two-day run at the Rivoli on March
president, will leave for the Coast 21, took an estimated $18,000 for the
today.
seventh week.

'Apollo*

Screening
At Ossining Tonight
Editors of 31 college newspapers, as
well as a group of about 20 newspaper and trade paper representatives,
will gather at the St. Moritz Hotel
this evening for dinner as guests of
20th Century-Fox, prior to a screeningtoria
of "Johnny
Apollo" N.
at Y.
the VicTheatre, Ossining,

Ampa
Nominating
Committee
Named

Rutgers Neilson, RKO publicity
manager, was elected chairman of the
Ampa nominating committee at a business meeting at Dempsey's restaurant
yesterday.
The committee also includes Jules
Zeigler, Eli Sugarman, Edward
Schreiber, Lou Lifton, Paul Benjamin
The home town of Sing Sing Pris- and Martin Starr.
on was selected for the preview for
Paul Lazarus, incumbent president,
college men since the film concerns
a candidate for reeleca college boy who ends his career in says hetion.isThenot
committee will report its
prison. . Warden Lewis E. Lawes and slate of candidates
for officers next
other officials of Sing Sing will see Thursday.
the film at the Victoria. The visiting
editors will' be guests of 20th Century-Fox here for three days, leaving
Providence Competition
on Sunday afternoon after a round
Providence, March 14. — A new
of entertainment.
threat of Sunday competition, particularly for the downtown first runs, became known when it was announced
First Academy Release
that the Metropolitan, leased by Paul
"Beyond Tomorrow," first feature
made by Academy Productions for Bromley and John Nowlan of Boston,
RKO, will be released April 19. The will offer a series of "Sunday Star
Parades" beginning on Easter. Each
original
title was
"And ofSoAcademy,
Goodbye."is "Parade"
will be a stage show featurLee Garmes,
president
in New York editing the film, the first
ing a "name" band plus several topof
three Academy will make for RKO line entertainers. Two performances
release.
are planned each Sunday at $1 top.

Newsreel
Parade
The Russo-Finn peace pact as discussed by Herbert Hoover and Finnish Minister Procope, and the Byrd
expedition at the South Pole share
the spotlight in the new issues. The
reels and their contents follow.
MOVIETONE NEWS, No. 54— By^,,at
Antarctica. Finn Minister discusses ' / situation
Washington.
Nii.*ig
and
Queenin tour
arms factoryBritain's
in Scotland.
Open tomb in Egypt. Archbishop Spellman
is inducted. Dog fashions. Football training at Annapolis. Girls in soft ball trainColorado. Boys build
schooner. ing. Skiing
Lew inLehr.
NEWS OF THE DAY, No. 252-Hoover
urges relief for Finns. Byrd expedition
at the South Pole. Army planes in mass
flight over California. Unearth tomb in
Egypt.
Hat fashions. Wrestling.
PARAMOUNT NEWS, No. 57— Rangers
vs. Bruins hockey game. Paychek in
training for Louis fight, champion also
prepares. Paint Golden Gate bridge. Adolph
Zukor
in Brazil.
Rooseveltelection
"adopts"in
Philadelphia
girl.Mrs.Primary
New Hampshire. LaGuardia addresses
Poles in New York. Herbert Hoover
and
Finnish Minister Procope discuss
peace pact. Byrd expedition at the South
Pole.
RKO PATHE NEWS, No. 69— Byrd expedition. Flying fortresses
mass flight.
Hoover and Finn Minister indiscuss
peace.
Test new steam auto. Golden Gate bridge
repainted. Motor cycle races in California.
Boston Bees in training.
UNIVERSAL NEWSREEL, No. 858—
War m Finland ends. British King and
Queen in Scotland. Army planes in formation flight over California. New woodburning auto. Easter fashions.
Admiral
Byrd at South Pole. Basketball tournament in New York. Navy gridiron squads
in practice. Skiing at Oregon.

RKO's

Annual

Ball

To Be Held Monday
RKO's annual ball, which this year
includes a La Conga contest, will be
held in the Grand Ballroom of the
Astor Monday night with the Rimacs
and Bob Chester's orchestra supplying
the music. Confined in the past to
members of the theatre circuit in the
field, this affair will be attended by
home office representatives as well.
Among those expected to attend are :
Malcolm Kingsberg, John J. O'Connor, Leon Goldberg, Fred Meyers,
Max Fellerman, Bill England, Harry
Mandel, Charles B. McDonald, Sol
A. Schwartz, Louis Goldberg and H.
Russell Emde.
Yates Enroute East
Hollywood, March 14.— Herbert J.
Yates left here for New York today,
after three weeks of conferences at the
Republic studio.
MOTION
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(Continued from page 1)
continue to Hollywood following the
premiere.
At Clinton, Iowa, local exhibitors
boarded the train and handed the trade
paper delegation a petition to give
Darryl Zanuck asking him to hold the
premiere of "Lillian Russell" at Clinton, where the actress was born.
Jake Wilk, Warner story editor,
pleased many a palate with an advance
wire to a Chicago delicatessen ordering smoked delicacies delivered aboard
the train on its arrival there. As a
result, many were spared from doing
without their accustomed smoked salmon, pumpernickel bread, sturgeon and
smoked white fish.
One writer, anxious to beat the
others to breakfast as the Commodore
Yanderbilt neared Chicago found himself suddenly cut off between eggs and
coffee when trainmen, without warning, detached the diner preparatory to
connecting the special cars to the
Forty-Niner. The waiter, carrying
the writer's order, disbelieved his eyes
when he saw himself being slowly
moved away from his customer on the
other part of the train.
Helping Blumenstock to play host
are Sid Rechetnik, Jerry Keyser, John
Harkins and Ralph Budd of Warners.
Blumenstock presented the women
guests aboard the train with souvenir
compacts.
The men just ride.

''Double

Alibi"

(Universal)
A mystery-newspaper yarn involving a triple murder, an innocent man
hunted for the crime, a romance with a newspaper woman, and the uncovering of an unsuspected culprit make up an active and entertaining
piece of screen merchandise.
In the lead is Wayne Morris, aided by Margaret Lindsay, and William Gargan, in particular. Philip Rosen's direction serves to keep the
suspense at a high pitch and the pace lively throughout. Ben Pivar
produced from a screenplay by Harold Buchman, Roy Chanslor and
Charles Grayson, based on a story by Frederick C. Davis.
Morris is suspected of the murder of his divorced wife when he is
seen fleeing from the house after she is killed. Escaping, he enters a
newspaper office, poses as an expected, but unknown new reporter, and
falls in with Miss Lindsay, who is working for Gargan, city editor. She
learns the true identity of Morris, seeks to help him, with the aid of
Roscoe Karns, photographer, and is led to believe that he is really the
killer. But Morris gathers his clues cleverly, and at a police show-up,
discloses the real murderer.
Running time, 60 minutes. "G."*

Charles S. Aaronson

G" denotes general classification.
mule team to join in the festivities
marking Saturday night's premiere of
Warners' "Virginia City."
Mario Chamblee, Metropolitan
Opera singer ; Bonislaw Gimple, noted
violinist, and his brother, Jacob, concert pianist, will perform.
John H. Whitney is bringing his
own $20,000 silver saddle and will ride
a horse in the parade Saturday morning. Governors of five states will be
present for the ceremonies.

Monogram
To

Branch

Stubbing,

Hulling

Hollywood, March 14. — Howard
Stubbins and Mel Hulling today
bought out the interest in the Pacific
Coast Monogram franchise of Ray
Olmstead.
Stubbins becomes president of the
Many Notables to Attend
company, which has exchanges in Los
Virginia City Ceremonies
Angeles, San Francisco, Portland and
Seattle. Stubbins and Olmstead have
Virginia City, March 14. — Death
Jim weight
Jeffries,
ex-world's
Valley Scotty is enroute here with a
champion, will
be here heavytoo.
been partners in the Monogram enterprise for years, the latter retiring to
devote his time to the circuit of Arizona theatres in which he is interested.
Hulling, former West Coast district
manager for Monogram, will make
"The
DARK
COMMAND
his headquarters in San Francisco.
Martin Solomon has been named head
of the Los Angeles exchange.
Senate

in Kentucky

Passes

Don't

Tax

Slash

Launch

Ramsaye

(.Continued from page 1)
delivered to the audience which the
screen theatre has assembled by offering entertainment.
"If anybody wants to study economics, politics and social movements he
can go home and read a book. No
research is to be done in an opera
chair.
"The adoption of themes of 'sqtff|
purpose,'
observe
iww
and then, which
is forwethemay
precise
purpose
of acquiring
part of theboxoffice.
public interest for the a amusement
"The motion picture screen can add
to the existing moods and movements,
abet the hysterias, encourage the
dreams, but as it is now constituted
it can not start anything — and should
not, will not. The big broad audience
of the screen is such that must turn
to what it has heard about — exploralions. tion is not to be made by the mil"One day, perhaps, motion pictures
will be inexpensive enough, in the
making, the distribution and the showing, so that theatres and audiences
can be classified, and the minorities
with special levels of taste and discrimination will not, as now, have to
accept the unyielding dictation of the
masses whose support is necessary to
the very costly medium. A few thousand readers can made a book a success, but that many patrons of a motion picture can not pay for the grease
paint
A' production."
Thein an
Public
Opinion course at
Princeton is conducted by Dr. Harwood L. Childs of the School of Public and International Affairs at Princeton. He is also managing editor of
Public Opinions Quarterly, which has
devoted attention to the screen.
Denver
To

Exhibitors
Meet

March

30

Denver, March 14. — The Theatre
Owners and Managers of the Rocky
Mountain Region will hold their annual convention at the Cosmopolitan
Hotel here March 30. Charles R.
Gilmour, president, will preside.
Founders' Day will be celebrated
with a banquet and midnight show in
the evening. The banquet will be held
at the Shirley Savoy Hotel. Robert
O'Donnel, chief barker of the Dallas Variety Club, and John Harris,
national chief barker, from Pittsburgh, will speak.
Rick Ricketson, president of the
Rocky Mountain Screen Club, will be
toastmaster. Proceeds of a midnight
show at the Broadway Theatre will
go to charity.

Frankfort, Ky., March 14. — The
Kentucky Senate last night passed the
bill to reduce the state admission tax
on admissions of more than $1, by a
vote of 30 to 0. The measure, which
has gone to Gov. Johnson for signature, also exempts from the tax dramatic productions and other forms of
amusement presented for religious,
charitable or educational purposes.
The measure was approved last
week by the House by a vote of 74
to 1. Officials of Louisville see the
tax as an incentive to road shows,
which have in the past avoided the
city because of the high admission Schedule Bowling Match
tax.
A bowling match between members of the RKO publicity department and trade press representatives
will be held next Wednesday night
Wilcox on Mission
at the Ken
RadioHallam,
City alleys.
Lou Gaudreau,
Jack Lewis,
Jack
To Washington, D. C.
Level and Jimmy Boyle will hurl for
Herbert Wilcox, RKO producer, the film company, and Al Steen, Joe
left for Washington last night to con- Priore, Lionel Toll, Lew Mentlik and
fer with British Embassy officials on Ray Gallagher for the trade papers.
matters likely to determine whether
he will produce his next picture in
'Wind' in 982 Cities
England or in Hollywood.
Wilcox will leave for Hollywood
Bookings to date on "Gone With
on personal business immediately fol- the Wind'" total 1.104 in 982 cities
lowing his Washington conference. No in the United States and Canada,
decision has been made yet on his next
including 20 three-a-day continuous
RKO production.
engagements set by M-G-M yesterday.

(0
T3

.Sf
o
CO

c
<t

z
V
«
u
II

Q
II
Q-i

a
Si

o
W
G
T3
• r- »

lriv|;

.3
o>
+3

O
*0

R
«—>*

Q
<c
Z

w
S

Ci»i
i« i

li

fit

Q
«

o

Q
EH
Z

or

2?

bp

n
11 t

CO

CO
II
2

A

■
«!
CO
LlI
M

UJ

I.
WW
tl
Us
nr

Eh
Qu

LlI
>>

fflg
c
ttt
XIa
tn
<D
§
a

E-i

or
o

UJ

o
it
CD

X
UJ

CO

u
(/>
0u.
CO
CO

c4! «
25 u « „
J" « .£ 2 a 3
4> -i5
v2 0 **" V «3
- o "
•2 g cj^-i^

3 W
u

8 J3S3C
41 '

«
U

tt

-a
CO♦->

ID
O.

rfit
—a<
0)
a
-G
+»

<3
O

CM

UJ
-J
CD

s
ill
o

■•f

t
It 1

T*
UU

CO
or

1-4
or
Jk»

UJ
u
or

f n
r*

nr

CO

O
X

Ui
•J

o
nr
FU
<t

co

Q
Z
<

|.

mmm1
li

o
o
2

UI
u.
u
o
or

■r
nr
iii

CO

Us

«3»

Of

CO
L.
or
III
Ifrl ■»

CO
o

in
o
X

«

CO
o

UI
5

or
law
51

Ui

nr
VMM
III
nr

3

w
o

a:
UJ
X

n^

—1

OT
X

rv

A
iii
fn
or
ULI—
1

o

CO

CO
<

S

r^

UL
rv*

Z
Lb
o

9

Q
tf
Q
.a

KM
CD

O

•nr

■> ■
UJ

*c»

c
o
a
w4->
a

miCD

o

f

CO

iJ 1
c

UJ
It!

T
H.

UJ
rH

X u

f n

w

CJo
<S

z

CD

CL

CO
CD

e
o

CO

11 1 2
<
3_
UJ

UJ
z
z
or

CO

i—

Paramount's
99
HAS

CLASS

High hat, hard to please, Time
review, enthusing:

APPEAL!

Magazine's

"In the 24 years since young

Willie Baxter in the silent screen version
forgot how

much

critical critic writes rave

charm

Street. Deftly making

Jack Pickford played

of 'Seventeen', cinemadicts

there is in that classic of calf love on Main

youth's callow

crisis also a crisis of adult intelli-

gence, Director Louis King has made

one of the few recent Hollywood

remakes

worth

remaking."

99

Paramount's
HAS

MASS

Mass-minded

N. Y. Daily News

APPEAL!

joins Time in raving about mass appeal

of "Seventeen." "A delightful comedy that will entertain adults as
well as the Harold Teens and Lillumses. The latter flocked to the theatre
in such droves that the police were called to keep them from stampeding
up and down

the aisles. Jackie Cooper

is a perfect choice . . . Betty

Field is the most promising young actress on the stage and screen today."

Paramount's
HAS

Records
week-end
Business

CASH

established

APPEAL!

by "Seventeen"

gross (Saturday and Sunday)

at New

York

Paramount:

in 7 Years; Best Second

Best
Week

in 2 Years.

And

in key cities from coast to coast "Seventeen"

25%

ahead

is running more than

of the Jackie Cooper- Betty Field success "What

Jackie
m

Cooper

and

Betty

Field

SEVENTEEN

with OttO Kruger * Betty Moran ' Directed by Louis King
Screen play by Agnei Christine Johnston and Stuart Palmer • Based on the Story by Booth
Tarkington and the Play by Stuart Walker, Hugh Stanislaus Stange and Stahnard Mean

a Life."

DO

If « L. u
NOT
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NEW

First

Quarter

Net

$460,631

Industry
Rule
—

By

Universal

More than Doubles Profit
That of Year Ago
Universal on Saturday reported net
earnings of $460,631 for the first quar: ter of its current fiscal year, the 13
weeks ended Jan. 27, last. The report compares with net of $157,990
for the corresponding quarter a year
lag°The current year's figure is before
Federal income taxes and special
amortization adjustment reserves, the
latter amounting to $5,000 per week.
After deduction of such reserves, but
before Federal income taxes, net for
the quarter was $395,631.
The amortization adjustment was
made, according to J. Cheever Cowdin, Universal chairman, because of a
trend toward increasing domestic income in ratio to the foreign receipts
of the company.
Cowdin stated, however, that foreign
receipts are holding up well in view
of current international market conditions.
All Universal Directors
Reelected by Stockholders
Wilmington, March 17. — Stockholders of Universal Pictures Co. reelected all directors at their annual
meeting here Friday.
Common stockholders reelected
Nate J. Blumberg, Paul G. Brown
Daniel C. Collins, J. Cheever Cowdin, Preston Davie, Ottavio Prochet,
Charles D. Prutzman, Budd Rogers
Daniel M. Shaeffer and Willis H.
Taylor, Jr.
First preferred holders reelected J
Dabney Penick and Samuel I. Posen
Second preferred holders reelected
William Freiday.
Soundmen

on

Coast

Ask Higher Wages
Hollywood, March 17. — Sound
men's Local 695, of the I.A.T.S.E.
yesterday in letters to all independent
lots except Republic, and to all sound
servicing organizations, demanded what
amounts to more than 54 hours' pay
for 42 hours of work as part of a
modification of conditions of employment.
Letters were sent to Talisman
Selznick International, General Service
and Grand National lots, RCA, Erpi
Glen Glenn and other sound companies
and public address firms.
Negotiations will be carried on with
Republic and major studios later on
similar demands, it was said.

YORK,

U.S.A., MONDAY,

Opposes

by Legislation

Rep.

Alexander

Washington, March 17. — Suggestions by Representative John G. Alexander (Rep., Minn.) that the film industry settle its own problems without legislation have received almost
universal support in the industry, it
was
man. declared today by the Congress"My remarks regarding the motion
picture industry bill (Neely bill) have
received widespread notice and attention, and in all but one case my statement was received with approval,"
he said. "The one word of criticism
is from my good friend, W. A.

MARCH

Public

TEN

18, 1940

to See

Big

Screen Television
Camden, N. J., March 17.—
Large screen television will
be given its first public
demonstration by RCA at the
Home Appliances Exposition
to be conducted by the Electrical League of South Jersey
at Convention Hall here from
April 3 to 6. The television
pictures will be projected on
a large torium
screen
in the audiof Convention
Hall.
RCA previously demonstrated
the large screen set to the
F.C.C. at a private showing.

U. S. Extends

Bioff

To
In

CENTS

Appeals

High
1922

Court
Case

Loses Chicago Decision;
Still Free on Bail
Chicago, March 17. — Having lost
his petition for a writ of habeas corpus,
William Bioff, Hollywood I.A.T.S.E.
leader, yesterday filed an appeal with
the Illinois Supreme Court in his fight
to escape a jail sentence imposed on
him in 1922.

Time

Chief Justice John Prystalski Friday ruled that Bioff be remanded to
the House of Correction to finish his
Alexander inserted in the ConFor Columbia
Plea incompleted jail term, but delayed enSteffes." gressional Record Friday two letters,
tering an order to this effect until
one from an Indiana exhibitor signing
March 25, thus giving Bioff time to
The Department of Justice has make a State Supreme Court plea.
himself "A. H.," declaring, "We were
coming along nicely with some swell granted Columbia an additional two Bioff's bail of $5,000 was continued.
concessions from the producers, all weeks in which to determine whether
Judge Prystalski said that after
that we needed, and that publicity or not the Government's answers to
ng the evidence, he was conconsideri
hound, Arnold, threw a monkey defendants' consolidated interroga
vinced that his court had no jurisdictories meet with its requirements.
tion to give Bioff his freedom.
wrench
into the
whole
The other
letter
was procedure."
from Steffes,
Columbia originally was scheduled
"This court has no pardoning power,"
charging that Alexander's statements to appear in Federal District court he said. "This is a matter of executive
"are dangerous in the present situa- here today either to accept the Govtion and have been gleefully seized
ernment's answers or petition for ad(Continuekid on
ditional or more detailed information clemency."
saidpagethat8) the issue
Judge Prystals
It now has until March 28 to do this.
trust."
the
by
upon
"The independent
thea(Continued onhome-owned
page 7)
Columbia did not consent to join
with other defendants in serving con
solidated interrogatories on the Gov- 'Apollo' Previewed
RKO
Sales Meeting
ernment, and the company's right to
Slated Late in May request additional information of the
Government was upheld by Federal
RKO will hold its annual sales
By College Editors
Judge Henry W. Goddard in the event
meeting at the Waldorf-Astoria here
In the shadow of the Big House,
it found
the unsatisfactory.
Government's consoli
answers
during the last week in May, accord- dated
ing to present plans.
Answers to all 59 Government in 30 campus rah-rah journalists and
Dates tentatively set are May 26- terrogatories were served upon the some half-dozen film trade paper re29 inclusive and the meeting will be New York Anti-trust Division Friday
of 20th
were guests
Fox at porters
a sneak
preview
in CenturyOssining
a national one.
by Universal Pictures. Major part of
The company will announce a new the replies were marked confidential of "Johnny Apollo" at Prof. George
season's release schedule of 48 fea- by Universal and will remain undis Skouras's Victoria Theatre Friday
{Continued on page 7)
tures at the session.
night.
It had occurred to Charles E. McCarthy, 20th Century-Fox advertising
and publicity director, that it would
be a fine thing if the editors of EastNevadans
Awed
by
Glamor!
ern college publications would assemble in a prison town to pass critical
At

'Virginia
By SAM SHAIN

City'
Premiere
care of visitors
unfortunate enough not
to find shelter elsewhere.
Virginia City, March 17. — HollyFrom dawn yesterday until the wee
wood transplanted its glamor to this hours of this morning, excitement
ghost mining town, and the Nevadans,
dressed in their best store clothes, gripped Virginia City as it re-lived
the booming days of its past. Everygaped at the horde of celebrities and
one from the urchin to the town's lead"took in" the lavish show which marked
ing "swells" were in convivial moods
Special trains, one from Hollywood
the premiere of Warner Brothers'
and
the other from New York, were
"Virginia City."
More than 20,000 persons composed greeted with heavy huzzahs. Aboard
the record influx into the town, over- them came Warner Brothers stars,
burdening allaccommodations. In one studio and home office officials and
100 writers who sent back
sector was a "tent city," constructed more than(.Continued
on page 8)
by Ted Baker, Reno banker, to take

F. Zanuck's newDarryl
on So
judgment
est picture.
he sent the boys "up
the river" — the Hudson River.
The tack on which the stunt was
hung was the fact that Tyrone Power
in the film plays the part of a young
student who winds up in prison, not
without some consolation from ai
sarong-less Dorothy Lamour, however..
The surroundings were perfect. The
proximity to Sing Sing College, where
some of our more notorious citizens —
who have taken other things — now are
taking a post graduate course frorm
Dean Lewis E. Lawes, gave the setting of the preview a unique flavor.
The collegiates
editors
(Continued— on
page 8)of campus-

2

Motion
20th-Fox

4

Plans

Picture

Four
Confucius

Purely

Conventions

Abroad

Four European sales conventions are
planned by 20th Century-Fox this
and Summer. Definite arrangeLEONARD GOLDENSON and Spring ments
depend on developments in the
Sam Dembow, Jr., Paramount European war.
home office theatre executives, will reWalter J. Hutchinson, director of
turn to New York today from busi- foreign distribution, plans to attend
ness visits with the company's theatre the London convention for the Britassociates in Minneapolis and Chiish staff about mid-May and the Paris
cago.
•
meeting shortly after.
Regional meetings will also be held
Lillian Brown and Dorothy May,
in Stockholm, for the Scandinavian
secretaries at 20th Century-Fox to countries, and in Budapest or Zagreb
Charles E. McCarthy, advertising
for Central and Southeastern Euand publicity director, and Earl W. rope.
Wingart of the publicity department,
Benjamin F. Miggins, Continental
respectively, sail Wednesday on the European manager, who is now in
Orientc for a Havana vacation.
New York, will sail shortly to arrange
•
for the Continental meetings.
Betty Jean Saffles, daughter of
Maurice Saffles, M-G-M manager
in Seattle, has become engaged to Coast to Participate
Don Condon, booker for the Sterling
In Fair at Frisco
Circuit and son of Dean Condon of
the University of Washington.
San Francisco, March 17. — Y.
•
Frank Freeman, president of the Motion Picture Producers Association
Barney Balaban, Leon Netter,
George Dembow, J. J. Milstein, and vice-president of Paramount, is
Martin Moskowitz, Leo Justin, negotiating with Earl Darfler, producEarl Wingart, Irving Kahn, Carl
manager of the "Fair in '40," to
Mos and Louis Shanfeld lunched at bringtionleading
Hollywood stunt men
and
women
to Treasure Island, for a
Lindy's Friday.
•
week of hair-raising activity during
Charles Smakwitz, Warner dis- the forthcoming fair.
trict manager in Albany, has returned
Further Hollywood participation was
there after two weeks at Miami Beach. indicated when Freeman tentatively
W. W. Farley, Albany theatre own- agreed to send the little steamer, 5". S.
er, also has returned from the South- Dog Star, used in the film "Rulers of
ern resort.
the Sea," from Los Angeles to
•
Treasure Island. The Dog Star is an
retired
who
Samuel A. Shirley,
exact duplicate of the first steamer to
as Chicago district manager for M- cross the Atlantic.
G-M two years ago and has since been
living in Los Angeles,
is visiting here.
•
Plagiarism Trial Ends
Trial
of the plagiarism suit of
Adolph Schimel, Universal home
office attorney, arrived on the Coast Thornton W. Allen against RKO
Radio Pictures, Walt Disney Products
for several days of conferences at the Ltd. and Irving Berlin, Inc., ended on
studio.
•
Friday when Federal Judge Conger
reserved decision. Suit claims that the
Antonio A. Romano, general manager of Associated Theatres, Provi- song, "Some Day My Prince Will
dence, is in New York to book stage Come," used in "Snow White," inshows.
fringed upon plaintiff's "Old Eli
•
March." During the trial Deems Taylor, musical consultant of CBS, and
Selig Fishman of Fishman The- Professor Marshall Bartholomew of
atres, New Haven, is recovering from
Yale testified for the defendants.
a fractured knee-cap, sustained in a
fall.
•
RKO Claims Filed
Judith Anderson, actress, arrives
Applications for allowances in RKO
from the Coast today to appear on the reorganization proceedings were filed
Kate Smith radio program on Friday. Friday in U. S. District Court by
•
Abraham K. Weber and Price, WaterEleanor B. Gerstfjn of the M- house Co. Weber asks for $2,500 as
G-M home office has announced her attorney for George Sardou, holder of
C. Kamen.
500 shares of RKO common stock.
engagement to Robert
•
Alan F. Cummings, manager of Price, Waterhouse seeks compensation for auditing the company's books
M-G-M exchange operations, returns in 1939.
today from a Florida
vacation.
•

Personal

Monday, March 18, 1940

Daily

►

Charles Schwartz of Schwartz & Friday .when he was sworn in by
Frohlich returned from a three weeks Judge Goddard. Davis was originally
admitted as a lawyer in Missouri in
Coast trip over the• weekend.
1901 and has been general counsel for
Martha Zeimer of the M-G-M film RCA since 1934. •
department recently was married to
Charles Siegel, attorney.
N. Napoli, head of Artkino Pic•
tures, returns today from a business
Herbert J. Yates, president of trip to Havana.
•
Consolidated Film Industries, returned
Claude
Rains
is en route to his
Friday from the Coast.
•
home in Bucks County, Pa., for a
. Saul Renick of the United Artists brief vacation.
•
home office is in Providence on exEdward R. Gordeau of London is
ploitation work. •
at the Piccadilly for a few weeks.
•
Manton Davis, vice-president _and
Burtus
Bishop,
M-G-M manager
general counsel of RCA, was admitted
to practice in the U. S. District Court in Pittsburgh, is in Florida.

to Screen

Hollywood, March 17. —
When 20th Century - Fox
starts its new season production April 1, one of the
early way
pictures
will inspired
be "BroadConfucius,"
by
the current wave of Confucius maxims. Five 1940-'41
films fore
arethe cameras
scheduled intoApril.
go "be-

20th-Fox Opens First
South African House
The 20th Century Theatre, first
South African house in which 20th
Century-Fox has an interest, was
opened Friday in Johannesburg. It
seats 2,200 and will operate in opposition to the Metro and Schlesinger first
runs in that city. Cost of the entire
development, including the theatre,
was about $2,000,000.
This will be the major outlet in
South Africa for 20th Century-Fox
and United Artists films. The two
distributing companies are encouraging the construction of new theatres
in that country as means of obtaining
adequate representation.

Republic Revises
Westerns
Lineup
Republic is planning to revise its
lineup ofvidingWesterns
for 1940-'41,
profor four series
of six each
instead of three series of eight each as
heretofore. The new group will feature Don Barry, whose first will be
"Ghost Valley Raiders." The other
series will continue to feature Gene
Autry, Roy Rogers and Three Ma^
f' '
The 1940-'41
program including
will again*
quiteers.
consist
of 50 features,
26
dramas and 24 Westerns, according to
James R. Grainger, president. There
will also be four serials, as in the

The studio is speeding up production
and expects to have the present season's program completed by July 15.
"Dark Command," $800,000 budget
film, will be released about April 15.
past.
John Wayne, Republic Western
star, has been loaned to Walter Wanger for a film on General Fremont,
which John Ford will direct. Judy
Canova, recently signed, will be
starred in three pictures, the first of
which will be "Scatterbrain."
M. J. Siegel, production head, will
have six pictures shooting at the same
time during the next 90 days. He has
Kane Sails Abroad
put 30 writers to work on the features and westerns to be turned out
After U. S. Parleys by July 1. Siegel plans to start six
Robert T. Kane, managing director features in the next two weeks, and
of 20th Century Productions, Ltd., in will leave shortly for conferences here
England, sailed on the Rex Saturday with H. J. Yates.
to resume British production for 20th
Century-Fox. He was in this country Kirsch Renamed
several weeks, during which he conferred with Darryl F. Zanuck, producBy Illinois Allied
tion chief.
Chicago, March 17.— Jack Kirsch
This season's British production was reelected president of Allied
quota requirements of 20th Century- Theatre Owners of Illinois for a
Fox are virtually completed, accord- three-year term at the annual meetinging to the company.
Plans for the new quota year are yesterday.
Heretofore,
officer's terms
have been for
one year only.
indefinite, but the company plans to
Other officers are Van Nomikos,
make a maximum of eight or nine fea- vice-president; Richard Salkin, secretures in England, four of which are
tary-treasurer, and Harry Nepo, serscheduled for American release durgeant-at-arms.
Members of the board of directors
Gracie Fields, 20th Century-Fox were reelected with one exception.
British
star, and Monty Banks, who Nate Wolf replaced John Jones.
ing 1940-'4L
directs her films, are in Hollywood
and
plan to sail for England late this
Libel Suit Dropped
month.
Libel suit for $50,000 damages
against NBC and Walter Winchell
Three Firms Chartered
was dismissed Friday by N. Y. SuAlbany, March 17.— Three motion
preme Court Justice Rosenman. The
picture firms incorporated here are : plaintiff,
Smith, claimed to
Perial Amusement Corp., by Lew have been Minnie
libelled in a broadcast in
Preston, Semetta Rozan and Faye
Wehl, New York ; Ameta Film Corp., January, 1939.
by Nikita Heurvitch, Richard M.
Manfried and Max Manfried, New
MOTION PICTURE
York, and Fame Films, Inc., by Lincoln Rosen, John E. Browne and
DAILY
Hortense Hademan, New York.
(.Registered U. S. Patent Office)
Published daily except Saturday, Sunday and
City Theatres Sued
Breach of contract suit for $150,000 holidays by Quigley Publishing Company,
Inc., 1270 Sixth Avenue, Rockefeller Center,
damages was filed Friday in N. Y. Su- New York City. Telephone Circle 7-3100.
preme Court by Walter Reade against Cable address "Quigpubco, New York." Martin Quigley, Editor-in-Chief and Publisher;
City Theatres Co. Reade claims that
he was employed in 1934 to manage Colvin Brown, Vice-President and General
Manager; Watterson R. Rothacker, Vicethe defendant's City Theatre, 114 E. President; Sam Shain, Editor; James A.
14th St., New York, at $200 weekly. Cron, Advertising manager; Chicago Bureau,
Complaint charges wrongful discharge 624
South Hollywood
Michigan Avenue,
B. O'Neill,
manager;
Bureau, C.Postal
Union
of Reade in October, 1939.
Life Building,
Boone
Mancall,
manager,
liam R. Weaver, Editor; London Bureau,Wil-4,
Golden Square, London Wl, Hope Williams,
CBS Stock Sold
manager, cable address "Quigpubco, London." All contents copyrighted 1940 by QuigTwenty thousand shares of CBS
ley Publishing Company, Inc. Other Quigley
Class A stock and 80,000 shares of
publications: Motion Picture Herald, Better
Class B offered for sale by William Theatres, International Motion Picture Almanac and Fame. Entered as second class
S. Paley, CBS president, 25% after
the close of the market on Thursday, matter, Sept. 23, 1938, at the post office at
New York, N. Y., under the act of March
were sold early Friday, a group of 3,
1879. Subscription rates per year $6 in the
underwriters announced.
Americas and $12 foreign. Single copies 10c.
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Reviews

"Females Is Fickle"
(Paramo nut)
Popeye has his troubles when Olive
idyl's goldfish falls overboard, and he
■pursues it. He is led a merry underwater chase, and is trapped by _ a
jellyfish, but the spinach diet does its
work and Popeye reduces the jellyfish
es. It's amusing.
of preserv
to glassestime,
7 mins.
Running
"Way

Back

When

a Nag

Was Only a Horse"
(Paramount)
One of Fleischer's Stone Age cartoons, this is only moderately amusing,
recounting the visit of the couple to the
bargain sale of the stone town department store. When hubby starts dancing with the music demonstrator, wif ey
o-oes to bat — literally. Seven minutes.
"Not So Dumb"
(Paramount)
An interesting subject, this points
out examples of the intelligence of animals generally referred to as "dumb."
matThat their "dumbness" is only a ated
ter of human speech is demonstr
in the interesting and entertaining reactions to training of a raven, lion,
penguin and dog. Running time, 10
mins.

Suit
Infringement
RKO, NBC
Names
An infringement action seeking an
accounting of royalties and profits
from a motion picture, radio broadcasts, recordings and sheet music sales
of a song, believed to aggregate several million dollars was filed in Federal court in Los Angeles last week, it
by papers served on dewas revealed
fendants here over the weekend.
The suit was brought by Evelyn
Carew of Los Angeles, who alleges
her unpublished musical composition,
"Chatter Box," was plagiarized by a
song of the same name used in the
RKO picture, "That's Right, You're
Wrong,"
'recordings,
radioof
broadcasts and
and by
sheet
music sales
the same song.
The plaintiff asks an injunction,
$100,000 actual damages and an accounting of the profits and royalties
from the picture, the radio broadcasts
on which it was used, the record and
sheet music sales, according to
Schwartz & Frohlich, attorneys for a
number of the defendants.
Defendants named include RKO
Radio Pictures, Kay Kyser. NBC,
Mutual, Ascap, Gene Buck, Chappell
& Co., Decca, Columbia and Allan
Roberts and Jerome Brainin, authors
of the song used in the picture.

Picture

During
Stressed

Chinese

Report

An insight into official views of the
importance of a motion picture supply
in wartime is afforded in a report from
American consular sources in China,
copies of which were received in New
York Saturday.
The report relates that a completely equipped motion picture studio is
maintained at Chungking by the Chinese National Government. Every precaution has been taken, both in the
construction of the studio and in providing it with bombproof shelters for
equipment and films, to safeguard it
from destruction.
The studio, known as the China Motion Picture Co., has been in operation since Aug., 1937, and once had
to be removed in its entirety from
Hankow to Chunking.
Since its establishment it has turned
out five feature length dramas ; seven
war documentary films totalling 45
reels; nine multi-subject newsreels aggregating 9,193 feet; eight single subject newsreels totalling 9,000 feet; 10
cartoons of war songs and slogans,
amounting to 10,575 feet, and five
newsreels of the spot news type, totalling 3,265 feet.
The films are exhibited in theatres
wherever available outside of Japanese control, and in temples, schools,
colleges and universities in Chinese
areas. In addition, mobile military
units with portable equipment exhibit
the
tered.films to soldiers wherever quar-

Record

of Charity

Cincinnati, March 17.— Report to be presented to the
Variety Club national convention at Dallas, April 18-20,
by Arthur Frudenfeld, local
chief barker, will show that
the tent here last year furnished milk, cream and butter for 4,456 patients at St.
Mary Hospital, placed 100 under-privileged boys between
nine and 14 years old in the
local Y. M. C. A. for educational, vocational and physical training, gave a Christmas party and presents to
2,000 orphans, and 104 picture
shows to a total audience of
28,000 wards of local institutions.
It also provided monetary
assistance and hospitalization
for 68 cases brought to its
attention, and gave subtantial
contributions to many charitable agencies, at a total expenditure of approximately
$25,000.
Extend Hyde's Contract
Hollywood, March 17. — Alex Hyde
yesterday had his contract extended as
director of the M-G-M studio orchestras. Twenty-six years with Loew's,
Hyde started as orchestra conductor
in Loew's American Theatre in New
York in 1914.

New French Film Here
French Cinema Center, Inc., has received the negative of a new French
Two feature productions which have film, "Schpountz," produced by Marcel Pagnol. The film is a satire on
been in work at the studio for the
past few months are scheduled to be the film industry and the public, and
stars Fernandel.
completed this month.
"Studio equipment," the report
states, "although in daily use, stands
prepared for hasty removal to bombproof caverns hewn and dynamited out
of the solid rock beneath the hill
on which the studio is built. Valuable
negatives remain stored in these cav-

erns."
U.
S. Extends
For

Time

Columbia

Plea

(Continued from page 1)
closed. The answers were immediately
forwarded to Washington for examination by the Department of Justice.
Spyros Skouras, head of National
Theatres, will be examined today by
Special Assistant Attorney General
Robert L. Wright. Joseph M. Schenck,
chairman of the board of directors of
Twentieth Century-Fox, and Y. Frank
Freeman, vice-president of Paramount,
are slated to follow Skouras.
Films

Can

Rule

Self

Best: Rep. Alexander
(Continued from page 1)
tres mean more to the domestic economy of the State of Minnesota than
the producer-owned chains, the earnHarold Lloyd Testifies
ings of which do not remain in the
Harold Lloyd testified Friday in state but are remitted to the parent
U. S. District Court in his own be- companies in New York," he reminded
half in the plagiarism suit of Lowell the Congressman.
Brentano and William Rapp against
"Your remarks have been given
Lloyd and the Harold Lloyd Corp. wide publicity in the trade press and
Federal Judge Goddard reserved de- unless you cooperate in getting the
cision after viewing the film, "Pro- underlying facts before the public
fessor Beware," which plaintiffs claim they may do grave injury to the cause
infringed upon their scenario, "Greek Steffes
of the wrote.
independent theatre owner,"
to You."

7

Daily

'Chickadee'

Does$17,900,

Los

Angeles

Los Angeles,
March
17. —people
Pleasant
weather
which sent
many
on
weekend trips hurt grosses here. "My
Little Chickadee" and "Music in My
Heart" took $17,900 at two houses,
$9,000 at the Pantages and $8,900 at
the Hillstreet.
Estimated takings for the week ending March 13 :
"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
CARTHAY CIRCLE— (1,518) (75c-$1.50) 7
days, 11th week. Gross: $15,500. (Average,
$17,000)
"Northwest Passage" (M-G-M)
CHINESE
— (2,500)($12,500)
(30c-75c) 7 days. Gross:
$14,500.
(Average,
"The Grapes of Wrath" (20th-Fox)
4 STAR$6,900.
(900)(Average,
(30c-55c) $3,250)
7 days, 2nd week.
Gross:
"My Little Chickadee" (Univ.)
"Music In My Heart" (Col.)
HILLSTREET— (2,700) (30c-65c) 6 days.
Gross: $8,900. (Average, $6,500)
"Northwest Passage" (M-G-M)
LOEW'S STATE— (2,500) (30c-75c) 7 days.
Gross: $17,300. (Average, $14,000)
"My Little Chickadee" (Univ.)
"Music In My Heart" (Col.)
PANTAGES — (3,000) (30c-6Sc), 6 days.
Gross: $9,000. (Average, $7,000)
"The Light That Failed" (Para.)
PARAMOUNT— (3,595) (30c-65c) 7 days.
Stage: Vera
Vague.
Rey and
chestra. Gross:
$18,000.Alvino
(Average,
$18,000)or"Gene With the Wind" (M-G-M)
UNITED ARTISTS— (2,100) (75c-$1.50) 7
days, 11th week. Gross: $17,000.
"Dr. Ehrlich's Magic Bullet" (W. B.)
"Blondie on a Budget" (Col.)
WARNER BROS. (Hollywood)— (3,000)
(30c
-65c) 7 $14,000)
days, 2nd week. Gross: $9,000.
(Average,
"Dr. Ehrlich's Magic Bullet" (W. B.)
"Blondie on a Budget" (Col.)
WARNER BROS. (Downtown)— (3.400)
(30c-65c) 7 days. 2nd week. Gross: $8,600.
[Average, $12,000)
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Glamor

Virginia

City

{Continued from page 1)
thousands of words to their respective
papers.
The parade, colorful in every detail,
awed the natives. In costumes which
prevailed during the gold rush days of
the early seventies, screen stars,
municipal officials and society leaders,
riding horseback or in carriages and
stagecoaches, rode at the head of the
procession. Thousands lined the streets
and cheered.
Five state governors — Olson of
California, Smith of Wyoming, Carr
of Colorado, Miles of New Mexico,
and Carville of Nevada — were present
for the day's celebration.
Besides Mario Chamlee,. from the
concert world, came Bronislaw Gimple, noted violinist, and his brother,
Jacob, pianist. They participated in
a special Metropolitan Opera-NBC
broadcast from the Old Piper's Opera
House. Hobart Bosworth presented
as
from "Hamlet,"
dagger
the did
he
whenscene
he enacted
it here 50

Hollywood

Review
Brevities

"Primrose Path"
(RKO)
Hollywood, March 17. — Last co-starred five years ago, Ginger Rogers
and Joel McCrea here exemplify the rising screen preoccupation with
the sordid, which that same half-decade has brought to its films.
Miss Rogers is seen as the youthful descendant of a line of women
driven by circumstance to ignore the usual conventions as to the source
of their income. McCrea portrays a young mechanic whose banter attracts the local girls to the hamburger stand owned by his grandfather.
It is in the order of things fictional that the romance and marriage of
the two should be hindered by the girl's attempts to lie about her family in order to hide their real characteristics.
It is consist
in the new
things to"realistic"
thatasthea family
should
of a screen
motherorder
who ofresorts
other men
means
of bringing her family food, a father whose education earns him only
the distinction of continual drunkenness, a grandmother who is the
perfect prototype of the harridan, and a tough and articulate younger
sister. The element of the story derived from the title is further underscored by reference both in the main leader and in the body of the film
to Menander's aphorism to the effect that "we live not as we wish to,
butBased
as we oncan."
the stage play by Robert L. Buckner and Walter Hart, the
picture was largely the work of Gregory La Cava, who produced and
directed, as well as collaborating on the screenplay with Alan Scott.
The characters previously defined are depicted by Marjorie Rambeau
as the mother, Queenie Vassar as the acidulous grandmother, Miles
Mander as the father, Joan Carroll as the young sister, and Henry
Travers as the down-to-earth grandfather of the young man in the case.
The interest-compelling names of the stars and of La Cava are pitted
against, rather than abetted by, their story material.
Running- time time, 90 minutes.
"A."*
W. S.

years ago.
Another lavish celebration was held
simultaneously at Reno, where "Virginia City" also was premiered. Fully
20,000 persons turned out at the divorce
capital. Festivities there starred the
presence of James F. Jeffries, former
world's heavyweight champion.
S. Charles Einfeld, vice-president
and advertising and publicity director
for Warners, supervised all arrangements for the Virginia City and Reno
A" denotes adult classification.
celebrations. Mort Blumenstock, Eastern advertising and publicity chief,
came from New York with about 30
newspapermen and women guests. 'Apollo' Previewed
With him also from the Warner home
office were Sid Rechetnik, Jerry KeyBy College Editors
ser, Ralph Budd and John Harkins.
Most of the guests who came from
{Continued from page 1)
New York, Chicago and the South
went on to Hollywood after the pre- papers from Pittsburgh to Brunswick,
miere and will return to their homes Me. — were guests of 20th Centurylater. Some left for the East today. Fox over the weekend. Before trekking to Ossining in limousines driven
by liveried chauffeurs, they were honored at a state dinner at the- St. Moritz
Illinois High Court
Hotel. The editors, among them Robert Benchley, Jr., of the Harvard
Gets Bioff s Appeal Lampoon, and Douglas Campbell of
the Yale Record, sat cheek-by-jowl
{Continued from page 1)
with the working press and the 20th
in the case is : "Has the State the Century-Fox publicity staff. None of
right after 17 years to enforce this the neophyte journalists asked McCarthy where he could land a job upon
judgment?"
graduation next Summer. (McCarthy
was prepared to duck at that one.)
"Bioff to Lead Negotiations
Nor was anyone challenged to a duel.
Even If from Cell," Say Unions
The boys, it seems, had forgotten their
— "William
od, March
Hollywo
and vendettas for the time being.
chairman
as our 17.
will remain
Bioff
will continue to direct film labor negoThe party — some 40 in all — made
tiations even if he has to do it from a the hour's trip to Ossining, and back,
under the guidance of McCarthy's
cell."
jail
This
statement came from the Con- staff, including Rodney Bush, Earl
ference of American Federation of Wingart, Irving Kahn, Bill ChamLabor Studio Unions following receipt bliss and Steve Freeland. Harry
of notice that Bioff had lost his legal Knoblauch, manager of the theatre,
effort to gain freedom from a 1922 greeted the visitors and handed out
conviction.
preview response cards. Present were
local dignitaries and officials of civic
organizations, in addition to the emDon Lee Seeking
bryo Brisbanes and a capacity audiThe students were aroused to
FM
Station Permit nothing ence.
more exuberant than cheers at
Hollywood, March 17. — Don Lee intervals during the screening and
network has applied to the F. C. C. applause at the finale.
The visiting college men were guests
for permission to construct a frequency modulation station, Thomas S. of 20th Century- Fox at Saturday
Lee, president, announced over the night's performance of the musical
week-end. Power sought is 1,000 comedy, "Too Many Girls." A selected
watts. Frank Kennedy, chief engineer group participated in a special broadfor the web, left for Washington to
cast Sunday morning over CBS. The
attend F. C. C. hearings on FM half-hour program was a forum diswhich start Monday.
cussion of the college man's reaction

WHEN
the get
frequency
hearings
under modulation
way this
morning before the F.C.C. at Washington, one of the crucial issues to be
determined will be the assignment of
additional frequency bands to the FM
broadcasters. The latter, taking ike
position that television is still a if |
way off and that FM is ready, wit
seek to have the Commission cut
down on the video wave bands and
turn them over to FM.
Wanted: A Name for Television
Meticulous executives are dissatthe wordthe"television"
as
a noun isfied
towithdescribe
transmission
of sight
waves
over thethey
air.
sides being
inaccurate,
say,Be-it
is too long.
"Radiovision" has the advantage
of being more accurate, but it is
longer than television by one letter.
"Video" has been used by many
newspapermen,
although
"video
art" is more generally
favored.
If readers have any suggestions,
they may be sent to this column.
They will be forwarded to the
hard-working executives who have
to worry about things like this.
Program News
Procter & Gamible has bought time
for its eighth show over CBS , it was
announced over the weekend. The
latest, on behalf of Ivory Soap, will

be a quiz show, "Truth and Consequences," conceived by Ralph Edwards, CBS announcer, who will act
Due on Wednesday as emcee. It will be heard over four
Eastern stations Satu-rdays at 9:45
Report of the Ascap radio commitP.M., beginning March 23. . . .
tee ontract
thetermslicensing
society's
new con-is
Lawny Ross, who is scheduled to be
for radio
broadcasters
scheduled to be presented to the Ascap heard four times weekly, beginning
board of directors for action at a Mwixh 25, will get a regular Monday
through Friday spot on April 30 zvhen
special meeting Wednesday night.
A final meeting of the radio commit- the 7:15 P.M. time on Tuesdays betee will be held Wednesday afternoon
comes available through the cancellato complete the report. This meeting
tion of Jimmie Fidler's program.
will determine whether or not there
Diathermy Interference
will be a minority report prepared for
The Federal Communications
the board inasmuch as differences of
views which exist within the commit- Commission is reported to be conprivate talks with the
tee were not resolved at a meeting American ducting
Medical Association to
held last Friday.
limit the nuisance created by the
interference of diathermy machines
on radio reception. With 40,000 of
these machines now estimated in
RCA Stockholder's Suit
Stockholder's suit against RCA,
F.C.C. regards the interGeneral Electric Co., Westinghouse use, the ference
as something which must
Electric & Manufacturing Co., NBC, be dealt with.
It is understood
Victor Talking Machine Co., Inc., that commission is considering the
and 19 RCA directors and officers was assignment of a definite wave
filed Friday in U. S. District Court by length for these machines and reGeorge Saivetz, holder of 205 shares
quiring that the sets be equipped
of RCA stock. The plaintiff charges with monitoring devices to prevent
that RCA paid exhorbitant prices in the machine from going outside its
purchasing radio devices from General assigned frequency.
Electric and Westinghouse. Complaint
Personalities in the News
also attacks the purchase by RCA of
the controlling interest in Victor.
Walter Duncan, WNEW national
sales manager, was named vice-president, Bernice Judis, managing director
to the treatment of college themes in
of
the
announced over the
films, with especial emphasis, of course, weekend. station
. . . Grady Cole, of WBT,
Charlotte, Harwood Hull, WAPI,
on The
"Johnny
Apollo."
collegiates
were guests of 20th Birmingham, and Gene Shipley,
Century-Fox
for three
days. They'll
be
back in their
classrooms
today, WIBW, Topeka, have been added to
the staff covering news for CBS
ready to confuse Johnny Apollo with "Farm
Journal." . . .
Apollo Belvedere, that ancient and
Kay
Kyser
rounds out two years as
well known Greek.
dean of the "College of Musical
Knowledge" over NBC-Red on WedLido Reopens After Fire
nesday, March 27. . . . Joliannes Steel
The Lido, Brooklyn house, closed speaks before the Overseas Press
Club on Wednesday.
by fire recently, has reopened.
Ascap
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Today

Parleys with Moskowitz,
Fair Officials Slated
Representatives of Screen Actors
Guild, Actors Equity, American Federation of Radio Artists and Chorus
Equity will accompany Hoyt S. Haddock, executive secretary of the
American Guild of Variety Artists,
this afternoon when he meets with
executives of all major vaudeville circuits.
The meeting will be held at the
office of C. C. Moskowitz, in charge
of The
metropolitan
four sisterhouses
unions for
of Loew's.
A.G.V.A.
have passed resolutions forbidding
their memberships to work in vaudeville, except where A.G.V.A. is
recognized as sole bargaining agency
and officials will be present today
to present a united appeal for recognition.
At 11 A. M. today, the same officials will meet with New York
World's Fair authorities for a closed
shop at the Fair for the 1940 season.
At 1 P. M. Haddock will meet Richard K. Gregory, attorney for 24
Brooklyn and Queens night clubs, to
start negotiations.
Signing of a contract with the Havana-Madrid, anight club, was announced by A.G.V.A. yesterday. Minimum salaries for principals was increased from $35 weekly to $45, and
from $22.50 to $30 for chorus, the
union declared.

MARCH

Settlement

Circuits

Face

Unions

YORK,

oly'
Bans
City
e 'Monop
Theatr
Ownership
Morrilton, Ark., March 18.
— The City Council has
passed an ordinance prohibiting "any persons, firm, corporation or association of
persons" from operating or
being interested in the operation of more than one film
theatre within this city's
The ordinance was adopted
limits."Sid Metcalf and S. B.
after
McSwain, operators of the
Ritz, which burned two
weeks ago and which will be
reopened shortly in a new
building, appeared before the
council protesting "monopolistic policies of chain the-

By

Fox

In Wm.

19, 1940

TEN

Made

Writers

Back

Settlement

Theatres
Fox

Case

William Fox will receive a cash

Hinges

on

Theatre

Five

Firms

payment
from Fox ofTheatres Co.of
as $80,000
a final settlement
his
No Official Stand Taken
claim of $7,186,627 against the company, an application of trustees of
By Other Defendants
Fox Theatres filed in the N. Y. Supreme Court yesterday for a final disDiscussions of an out-of-court setcharge revealed.
tlement of the Government's New
York anti-trust suit in recent weeks
Settlement provides for Fox's claim
to be allowed in the sum of $1,000,- have been confined to representatives
000 for which he will receive an of the five defendant companies hav8 per cent dividend similar to that
ing theatre affiliates.
paid to other creditors. In addition,
This was due to the fact that any
a claim of the Fox Theatres against settlement program which did not first
Fox for $7,000,000 will be cancelled, offer some solution for theatre dithe application stated.
vorcement would be foredoomed to
atre firms."
Petition of Milton C. Weisman and failure.
Kenneth Steinreich, trustees, also
The three non-theatre owning deasked for judicial approval of the plan
fendants were advised of the new setHoly Week
Causes
tlement efforts for the first time only
of operations and budget of estimated
1940 expenditures and for the fixing within the last few days.
of final allowances to the trustees.
Representatives of these companies
Slump
in Grosses
Justice Aaron J. Levy took the apare privately skeptical of the signiWeekend grosses continued off in
plication under advisement.
ficance to them of any consent decree
Fox Theatres has cash at hand of
Broadway first runs with managers
but officially they have taken no
generally attributing the lack of busi- $168,248, the petition said, part of stand, and are not likely to do so
ness to the usual drop at the advent which will be devoted to payment of
settlement to Fox and the balance pending further developments and
of Holy Week.
more detailed reports of the proposals
for
payment of taxes, allowances and under consideration.
At the Paramount, however, "Road a number
of claims. Trustees were
to
Singapore,"
with Tommy
band
on the stage,
achievedDorsey's
a big appointed on March 16, 1939, after
gross with an estimated $25,000 over approval of plan of liquidation by Cohn
Denies Stand
former Circuit Judge Manton.
(Continued on page 10)
On

U.S.

Questions

Upon

Star

Schenck
Loan

System

ments for the borrowing of talent.
Stars are only loaned by Twentieth Century-Fox to other producing Generally speaking, he said, directors,
writers and technical men were paid
companies
when
the player's
reputa-to for the actual time for which they
tion
will
be
enhanced
by
the
part
From
Virginia City
were borrowed.
M. Schenck, chairbe played,
By SAM SHAIN
man of the Joseph
board, stated yesterday at
On the other hand, Schenck contin(Continued on page 2)
Aboard the Forty-Niner, En a pre-trial examination in the GovRoute to Chicago, March 18. — Virernment's "key" anti-trust suit.
In determining the advisability of
ginia City and it scant 2,000 inhabitants today returned to the obscurity loaning a star the main consideration Atlas in Big Merger
out of which they were shaken this is given to the story, part played and
With Curtiss-Wright
weekend by the excitement and reputation of the director and cameraAn agreement in principle to a merglamour of a Hollywood premiere atman, Schenck declared. If the ditended by governors of five states,
ger of Atlas Corporation and Curman
rector is to be a "top notch"
film stars and newspaper writers from such as
tiss-Wright Corp. was announced yesCapra, Vidor or King,
terday in a joint statement by Floyd
Schenck said, Twentieth Century-Fox B. Odium of Atlas and George N.
the nation's largest cities.
The town and its people will not is more inclined to make the loan, the
Armsby and Guy W. Vaughan of
soon forget the few hours of a re- executive stated.
Curtiss-Wright.
created past they were given by way
Moreover, he continued, no considThe proposal will be submitted for
of launching, in as conspicuous a maneration was given to whether a picture would be exhibited in the best ratification to the stockholders of both
ner as possible, the Warner produchouses. Schenck explained at length companies as soon as certain formalition, "Virginia City."
ties and legal details have been comWarners' $35,000 party now is part that a film which had been produced
pleted, probably in about three weeks.
jiand parcel of Virginia City history. with a good story and proper direct1 The premieres, held in that town and
Under
the plan, the special holdings
thefinest
atres.ing must be shown in the
( Reno, can be called a success.
of Atlas ("aggregating about $25,000,The 250 guests started homeward
Schenck denied that producing com- 000) will be vested in a separate cor(Contimied on page 81
(Continued on page 3)
panies had agreed upon standard payStars,

Suit

CENTS

Consent

Decree

Columbia Pictures has done nothing
"to indicate any attitude to a consent
decree" in the Government's New
York anti-trust suit, Jack Cohn, vicepresident, said yesterday.
His statement was directed to a
report published yesterday, but not in
Motion Picture Daily, that Columbia would refuse to be a party to
a consent decree in settlement of the
Government action.
Cohn denied any official knowledge
or any official act which would give
credence to the report.
"No executives of our company,"
he said, "have ever entered into a
discussion which would tend to be
a basis for such a report. If Columbia pictures adopts an attitude in reangard to thisnouncementquestion
will be madean atofficial
the prop-

Zukor Arrives, Sees
er time."
2-Months
Stay Here

Adolph Zukor, Paramount board
chairman, will remain at the home office "about two months," he stated
yesterday on his return with john W.
Hicks, Paramount vice-president and
two8) and onefrom ona page
foreign head,
(Continued

Motion
306

Will

Picket

15

i
Non-Union

Restrains Game Ban
Washington Court House, O.,
March 18. — Hoy Simons, operating
the Fayette here, has obtained a temporary restraining order in Common
Pleas Court to prevent City Manager
Edwin Ducy and Police Chief Jack
Wolfe from interfering with Bank
Night. The officials had ordered the
game discontinued on the ground that
it is a lottery.
Caldwell Brown Dies
Zanesville, O., March 18/ — Caldwell H. Brown, 55, secretary and
treasurer of Zanesville Theatres, Inc.,
operating the Grand, Liberty, Imperial and Quimby here, died Saturday of
septicemia. He had been reelected a
director of the I.T.O. Ohio at its convention in Columbus on Feb. 29.
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FLY
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UNITED

Distinguished overnight
sleeper and scenic daylight flights to LOS
ANGELES. "The Continental," leave 5:15 pm,
and "The Overland
Flyer," leave 10:45 pm.
Finest service aloft. Call
travel agents, hotels, or
UNITED AIR LINES
58 E. 42nd Street
Phone MU-2-7300
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Golden's

Tour

Finds

Purely

Houses

Operators Union, Local 306, late
next week will start a picketing campaign against New York City houses
employing non-union projectionists,
union sources disclosed yesterday.
The campaign will be directed
against exhibitors who employ nonunion operators and will not involve a
fight with Empire State Operators
Union, it was said.
Picketing will start at two houses in
Manhattan and two in Brooklyn and
the campaign will be expanded gradually. Union officials estimate that
there are about 15 houses in the city
which do not employ union projectionists.
Bert Popkin, Manhattan business
agent, and Jack Teitler, Brooklyn
business agent, will be in charge of
their drive in their respective boroughs.

PROUD

Picture

Business

Schenck

Tells

Optimism

Of
Star
Loans
Edward A. Golden, Monogram general sales manager, reported exhibiSILVERSTONE,
tors "highly optimistic regarding the In U. S. Probe
EMANUEL
American representative for Al- business outlook," upon his return yesexander Korda, will arrive from the
terday from a six-week swing around
(.Continued from page 1)
Coast today. Maurice Silverstone, the country.
United Artists chief executive, will
"Several centers are profiting from ued, stars who were under contract
leave the Coast by train today, arriv- war activity in various industries," to make a fixed number of films yearing here Friday. •
ly were paid for the number of
said Golden. "These gains are finding their way into theatre tills. Also, tures that they had been borrdHK^
exhibitors
say
that
people
are
going
Carl E. Milliken, secretary of the
for, regardless of the time spent.
Motion Picture Producers and Dis- to theatres to escape from the discourCompanies loaning ordinary featured
tributors ofAmerica, will address the
players
would receive the equivalent
aging
war
news
from
abroad."
Golden visited 15 exchanges where
annual convention of the Indiana
of
the
players'
and a bonus
League of Business and Professional he held sales meetings on the com- of three weeks' salary
pay, Schenck said.
Women in Indianapolis
on
May
23.
pany's "Spirit
Independence"
•
date drive
whichof starts
March 30playand Twentieth Century-Fox charged 10
per cent of the cost of any set loaned
Edward Ward, screen composer, ends July 6. He also conferred in to another company, he continued.
leaves for Hawaii today to make a Hollywood with W. Ray Johnston,
Recalls United Artists Days
Scott R. Dunlap, prostudy of South Seas music for Ed- president,ductionand
chief,
on
production
plans.
The Twentieth Century-Fox chairducer. ward Small, United Artists proGolden explained the setup of the
man told Special Assistant Attorney
•
two leagues in the "Spirit of Inde- General Robert L. Wright that he
Y. Frank
Freeman, Paramount
pendence" drive. Heading the Na- had found it considerably easier to
tionalLeague
_
is Dunlap, umpire, borrow stars when he was head of
vice-president and studio head, arrived from the Coast yesterday. He Frankie Darro, mascot, and Tex Rit- United Artists in the late twenties. It
Johnston heads the Amerwill be here until the
• end of the week. ter, coach.
was easier then, he said, "because stars
ican League as umpire with Martin were
anxious to travel in the illusSpellman
as
mascot
and
Boris
KarI. H. Levine, Imperial Pictures loff as coach.
trious company of pictures that United
manager in New Haven, is recuperatCaptains
of
the
various
teams
are
as
ing from an emergency operation at
Artists
had then."
According
to the testimony, Schenck
follows : in the National League,
Grace Hospital, New
Haven.
•
takes no active part in directing the
Charles Trampe, Milwaukee, "The
National Theatres. ConW. French Githens, president of Bears"; Lon Fidler, Denver, "The policies offerences
between Schenck and SpyNewsreel Theatres, Inc., addressed the "Bisons" ; Bob Taylor, St. Louis, "The
ros
Skouras,
head of National TheColumbia Scholastic Press Associa- Wild Cats"; W. Benjamin, Kansas
atres, are held about twenty times
tion convention last• weekend.
City,
Seals."
In "The
the American
League : Harry yearly, Wright was told.
Schenck stated that he visits his
Joe Goetz, RKO assistant division Thomas, New York, "The Giants";
manager in Cincinnati, has been ap- Steve Broidy, Boston, "The Red brother,
Nicholas,
about four
times president
yearly. ofOnLoew's,
those
pointed zone chairman of the Com- Sox" ; William Onie, Cincinnati, occasions no discussions concerning
"The Tigers"; Tohn Franconi, Dalmunity Chest drive • there.
the lending of talent take place, he
las, "White Sox."
said emphatically.
Joseph Moskowitz, 20th CenturyFox studio representative in New berg, wife of the head of the JensenCriticisms Exchanged
York, returns tomorrow from the VonHerberg theatre circuit.
Criticisms of various aspects of
Coast.
•
•
their respective studios are exchanged,
Barney Balaban, Y. Frank Freeman, Austin Keough, Arthur he explained. "I tell him that he
W. G. O'Brien, formerly Universal
News representative in Paris, has ar- Mayer, Leonard Goldenson, Mich- spends too much money for pictures,"
rived from Europe.
ael Whalen, Maurice Bergman, Schenck said lightly, "and he tells me
•
Robert Weitman, Dario Faralla that he makes good pictures."
Charles
A. Smakwitz, district and Arthur Loew at Sardi's for
Schenck stated that he had no interests in the film industry Qutside
manager for Warner Theatres in Al- lunch yesterday.
•
bany, has returned •from Miami Beach.
of stock ownership in Twentieth Cenand United Artists Circuit
Hal Horne, Oscar Doob, Monroe Theatres. tury-Fox
Advantages to his company
Marvin Schenck of Loew's re- Greenthal. Harry Goetz, Harry
turned yesterday from a vacation in Thomas, Joseph Malcolm, Sam in the ownership of theatres were better exploitation of films, longer first
Hot Springs, Ark. •
Citron, Arthur Kelly, William
day.
runs,
and an ability to advertise the
Fitelson and Tom Walker at Bob
Clayton T. Lynch, M-G-M mancompanies'
stars in theatres.
Goldstein's Tavern for lunch yesterSpyros Skouras will testify today.
ager in Los Angeles, observes a birthdav today.
Y. Frank Freeman is slated to appear
•
•
tomorrow.
Howard Dietz, Charles E. McHarry Cohn, Jack Cohn and
Carthy, Toseph Unger, Ina Ray
Nate Spincold returned to New York
MOTION PICTURE
Hutton, Tom Connors, Ted O'Shea.
yesterday from Florida.
•
Toby Gruen, Max A. Cohen and
DAILY
Otis Skinner arrives in New York Owen Davis lunching at Bob Goldstein's Tavern yesterday.
(Registered
U. S. Patent Office}
todav, completing a 38-dav cruise to
•
Chile.
Published
daily
except
Saturday, Sunday and
•
Harry Cohn, B. S. Moss, Wil- holidays by Quigley Publishing Company,
liam
Brandt,
Nate
Spingold,
Lou
Inc., 1270 Sixth Avenue, Rockefeller Center,
William A. Scully will return
Brandt, J. J. Milstein and Charles New York City. Telephone Circle 7-3100.
from Boston Wednesday.
•
"Quigpubco, NewandYork."
MarMoss lunching at Lindy's (51st St.) Cabletinaddress
Quigley, Editor-in-Chief
Publisher;
Guy F. Navarre, who resigned as yesterday.
Colvin Brown, Vice-President and General
•
Manager; Watterson R. Rothacker, ViceSeattle branch manager for United
Harold Evens, manager of the President; Sam Shain, Editor; James A.
Artists recently, will become business
Cron, Advertising manager; Chicago Bureau,
manager for Gene Dennis, psychic. Loew's State, St. Louis, is in Cleve- 624 South Michigan Avenue, C. B. O'Neill,
land for a vacation. M. J. Cullen, manager; Hollywood Bureau, Postal Union
Miss Dennis is Mrs. J. G. VonHerLife Building,
Boone
Mancall,
manager,
liam R Weaver,
Editor;
London
Bureau,Wil-4,
district manager for Loew's, is subbing for Evens.
Golden
Square,
London
Wl,
Hope
Williams,
•
ATTRACTIVE OFFICES
manager,
cable
address
"Quigpubco,
LonC. D. Garrison of the Universal
don." All contents copyrighted 1940 by QuigWITH PROJECTION ROOM AND
ley Publishing Company, Inc. Other Quigley
St. Louis exchange and Lou Ansell, publications:
Motion Picture Herald, Better
head of a circuit there, have returned Theatres, International
FILM
VAULTS
AVAILABLE AT
Motion
Picture class
Almanac and Fame. Entered
as second
from Florida, with their wives.
REASONABLE RENTAL.
•
matter, Sept. 23, 1938, at the post office at
New York, N. Y., under the act of March
733 Seventh Ave.
Inquire Supt.
S, 1379. Subscription rates per year $6 in the
Andrew
Roy,
manager
of
Warners'
Americas
and $12 foreign. Single copies 10c.
Strand, Albany, is ill with the grippe.
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{Continued from page 1)
Sunday aboard special trains, tired but
happy after a day and night of noisy
excitement.
Ralph Budd of the Warner home
office, who managed the trip out of
New York so well, has gone on to the
Coast from Reno. So have Mort BluTistock, Warners' eastern advertisR^and publicity director ; Jake Wilk,
story editor, and Harry Oshrin. Sid
Rechetnik is accompanying the Eastern delegation back to New York,
with Bill Gagenbeck of the New York
Central, who was loaned by that railroad to assist with arrangements, returning with the same group.
Bill Guthrie, Warners' location
chief, is shepherding the California
party.
Reno Chamber Gives $6,000

Studios
Hollywood

Reviews

35

Shoot

New

Films;

"Viva Cisco Kid"
64 Are
Edited
(20th Century-Fox)
Hollywood, March 18. — The second in the series starring Cesar
Hollywood, March 18. — Thirty-five
Romero, "Viva Cisco Kid," 20th Century-Fox, is a blending of comedy
and adventure in the best tradition of outdoor action pictures. The pictures were before the cameras this
three more than last week's
popular Romero in the title role similar to "'Don Quixote" and Chris- week,
total, as nine started and six finPin Martin as "Sancho Panza" are an ideal combination. This time,
ished. Twenty-two are being prethe "Cisco Kid" falls in love with the daughter of a criminal, and to
pared and 64 are
being edited.
Columbia
save him, outwits the gang's leader and helps the father to rehabilitation.
In
Work— —-"The
"DeadLone
Man's
Isle."
Started
Wolf
Meets a
Samuel G. Engel and Hal Long's screenplay, suggested by O. Henry's Lady," untitled Western.
character "Cisco Kid," aptly intermingles comedy, suspense, romance
M-G-M
and action, all brought out to a high degree by the direction of NorFinished — "Edison the Man."
man Foster. Sol M. Wurtzel was the executive producer.
In Work — "Two Girls on BroadSupplying the love interest is Jean Rogers. Others in the cast are
way," "Waterloo Bridge," "Pride and
Minor Watson, Stanley Fields, Nigel De Brulier, Harold Goodwin, Prejudice," "The Mortal Storm," "20
Francis Ford and Charles Judels.
Mule Team," "Susan and God,"
"Andy Hardy Meets a Debutante,"
Running time, 65 minutes.
"G."*
Vance King "Boom Town."Monogram

Of the money which has been spent
on the affair, $6,000 is said to have
Broken Strings
been contributed by the Reno Chamber of Commerce. Of this sum, about
(International Roadsh ows- Gold port )
by the South$2,500 was contributed
ern Pacific Railroad, Reno residents
Hollywood, March 18. — "Broken Strings," produced by Goldberg and
say.
Port for International Roadshows distribution, is another of the allTransportation of the 215 Holly- Negro films made especially for exhibition in the 400 theatres with colored patronge in the United States. It stars Clarence Muse, the widely
wood guests is estimated to have cost
$6,500. Dining car and refreshment known singer, writer and stage-screen actor, as a famed concert violinist
charges on the Coast train ran about forced to retire because of a crippled hand. The plot of the story concerns
$700 per day, according to railroad
officials. The refreshment cost from his fight for the classics, as opposed to their being "swung" by ultramidnight to 7 A. M. on that train modernists, exemplified by his 12-year-old son, played by William Washington.
was an additional $125.
The 40 members of the New York
Supporting are Sybil Lewis, Tommy Moore, Stymie Beard, Pete Webster, Eddie Thompson, Buck Woods, Jessie Lee Brooks, Darby Jones,
and Chicago group accounted for
about $170 in refreshment charges, Earl Morris, the Steavens Sisters and Alec Carpenter.
railroad men said. Transportation
Carl Krusada, Muse and Dave Arlen wrote the screenplay. L. C.
costs to Reno and return for this
Borden
was the associate producer.
group amounted to about $10,000. Dining car charges, additionally, were
Running time, 60 minutes.
"G."*
Vance King
around $200 daily.
Preparatory expense, including ad- *"G" denotes general classification.
vertising byWarner Bros, amounted
to about $10,000, of which $2,500 was
hotel expense in Reno, officials said. Fight New Albany
Employes in Frisco
Telegraph charges aboard the Coast
Win Pay Increase
special are estimated at $1,000.
Discrimination Bill
San Francisco, March 18. — Pay
Relics of Past Still Standing
Albany, March 18. — The Commit- increases
for cashiers and doormen in
tee on Criminal Courts Law and ProReno didn't seem as concerned over
cedure of the Association of the Bar 21 subsequent run theatres are prothe picture as was the little ghost
vided in a new contract negotiated by
mining town 25 miles away. Virginia of the City of New York has strongly
Theatrical Employes' Local B-18.
City, home of the one-time famous disapproved Assemblyman Irwin Da- More
than 400 workers, including
vidson's bill prohibiting places of pub- ushers, are covered by the agreement,
Comstock lode which yielded $700,lic amusement to refuse to admit any
000,000 in gold, is now only a skele- individual over 21 years of age who which provides that time and one-half
ton of the roaring frontier and minwill start after 42 hours instead of
ing city it was in the early 70s. Still presents a ticket of admission.
48, as formerly.
"There is no need for this proposed
standing are the Crystal Palace,
Wage boosts for cashiers and doorBucket of Blood and Chandelier sa- law," the committee said in a memomen are five cents an hour, to 57^4
randum to the legislature over the
loons and Piper's Opera House, and
cents,
in class A houses, and two and
weekend.
"Section
40
of
the
civil
yesterday the old-time gayety of these
spots was revived. But Virginia City rights law now affords to all persons one-half cents an hour, to 52y2 cents,
equal rights and privileges in places in class B theatres. Negotiators for
today is only a relic of the past.
of
public accommodation, resort and the union were Al Maas, president,
The final chapter of the affair conWilliam Sutherland, business
sisted of an old Frontier Parade in amusement and Section 41 provides and
manager.
Reno.
penalties for a violation of Section
Two gay visitors slipped inside a
hearse that brought up the rear of the
Pennsylvania
Jury
Louisville Unit Now
parade. The
vehicle
hadn'tarmgoneof far,
however,
before
the long
the
Calls Bingo Illegal
law reached in after them.
Opposes Neely Bill
Lancaster, Pa., March 18. — Bingo
"If you two were corpses it would
Louisville,
March 18. — Support of
40."
be all right," said the gendarme, "but the Better Films Council of Louisville is gambling, it was decided by a
you're just tight, so you'll have to get for the Neely Bill has been withdrawn county jury here in convicting Richard Landis, of Rothville, of maintainout."
by the council's legislative committee,
ing and setting up gambling devices.
according to Mrs. R. V. Love, legisla- Landis
was chairman of a committee
tive chairman.
Drops Stage Shows
The council previously had gone on of the Neffsville fire company which
Cincinnati, March 18.— The 2,150- record favoring the passage of the leg- arranged the Bingo game for a test
seat RKO Shubert, which has been slation, but withdrew its endorsement case. An acquittal would have lifted
playing stage shows and pictures since after theatre operators here explained the ban on Bingo in Lancaster County.
the opening of the season, goes to a that block booking did not force them Judge C. V. Henry, in charging the
straight picture policy March 29, with to take all films, but that they were jury,
bling. said the only question to decide
scale reduced from 40 to 60 cents to allowed to reject a certain percentage was
whether or not Bingo is gamof them.
35 and 42 cents.

In
Work —"Pals
"Tomboy."
Started^of the Purple Sage."
Paramount
Finished — "Destiny."
In Work — "The Ghost Breakers,"
"North West Mounted Police," untitled Henry Aldrich
RKO picture.
In Work — "Tom
Started— "Anne

Brown's School
of Windy

Pop-

Republic
Finished — "Grandpa Goes to Town,"
"Young Buffalo Bill," "In Old MisIn Work — "Women in War."
Started
Wagon Days."
Days." — "Covered
Roach
lars."
In
Work —Edward
"Turnabout."
Small
In Work — "South of Pago Pago."
souri."
20th Century-Fox
In Work— "Lillian Russell," "Maryland," "Cisco Kid No. 3."
Started— "The. Young People,"
"Million Dollar Diamond."
Universal
Finished — "Sandy Is a Lady."
In Work—Ti
Had My Way," "I
Can't
Give You IAnything
But Love,
Started— "SkiWarners
Patrol."
In Work— "The Sea Hawk," "All
This and Heaven, Too," "Torrid
Zone," "Flight Eight."
Started— "Brother Orchid."
Baby."
Kill
For

Mississippi
New

Ticket

Bill
Tax

Jackson, Miss., March 18. — Without a dissenting vote, the Mississippi
House ways and means committee
killed the Senate-approved bill which
would have allowed the city of Jackson to levy additional taxes now invoked by the state. The bill, supported by the Jackson council, who
contended it needed added revenue and
would match state levies on theatre
admissions in addition to other taxes,
would have called for a 60 per cent
majority vote of the public of any city
over 35,000 population in the state.
The state levies a maximum tax of 10
per cent on amusements.
Cooper
Hollywood, Gets
March 'Doe*
18. — GaryLead
Cooper has been borrowed from Samuel
Goldwyn to play the title role in "The
Life of John Doe," in production by
Frank Capra for Warner release.
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Warner Exchange Shifts
Search for Oldest Copy
Seattle, March 18. — James W.
Perry has resigned as assistant booker
Aids 'Swiss Family' Run
of the local Warner exchange, and
Oklahoma City, March 18. — will be succeeded by Craig Turner,
Spence Pierce, plugging "Swiss Fami- formerly in the shipping department.
ly Robinson,"
Midwest,
con- Turner's position will be filled by
ducted a contestatto the
unearth
the oldest
Dan Weston, and Earl Bangasser will
copy of the novel in Oklahoma City. be added to the force. Morton EnHe uncovered one copy in possession
of a city woman since 1882, seven dert, son of a former manager of Paryears before the establishment of amount's local branch, will join Warners' ad sales department.
Oklahoma City. It was worth a feature story and picture in the newsBuys Two Houses
papers.
New Orleans, March 18.— J. C.
Noble has purchased the Temple and
Atom Chamber Used
Rex at Leland, Miss., from Mr. and
Mrs. W. R. Pattie. The Temple,
To Plug 'Dr. Cyclops'
largest
house in Leland, will be reKansas City, March 18. — For "Dr.
modeled and a new cooling system inCyclops" Jerry Zigmond used a large
stalled. The Rex is a negro house.
"atom chamber," seven feet high, five
feet wide and four feet deep, covered
O'Neill Quits 20th-Fox
with black velvet, showing through
Des
Moines, March 18. — Edward
a reducing lens a model "five inches
high." This was in the lobby a week P. O'Neill, former office manager and
in advance, and thereafter during the later salesman at the 20th CenturyFox exchange here for the past eight
showing was "on the street" slightly
protruding through two of the lobby years, has resigned and returned to
his former home in Kansas City.
doors.
Fort Niagara Tied in
With 'Northwest Passage'
Buffalo, March 18. — "Northwest
Passage" received smart newspaper
play here, being tied up with Fort
Niagara, historic spot near here. The
film has Fort Niagara as an important
setting.
Fashion Show Features
'Thief of Bagdad' Styles
United Artists, in association with
Pacific Mills, will present a "Thief
of Bagdad" fashion show at Monte
Proser's Beachcomber on Tuesday.
The fashions, based on Oriental motifs from the Alexander Korda film,
will be viewed by fashion designers
and writers, radio commentators, and
merchandise managers of leading
stores.
Mailed Window Cards
Used for 'Chickadee'
Providence, March 18. — Window
cards for "My Little Chickadee" at
the RKO Albee were effectively used
by George French, manager, and
William Morton, publicity man, in a
direct mail stunt. The cards were addressed to prominent people through
the state and to all fraternity houses
at the local colleges. Cards were hung
on the downtown mail boxes, well in
advance of collection hour, thus serving as free advertising until collected.
Each recipient was informed that if
the card was presented at the boxoffice unfolded, it would be honored
for two admissions.
'Grapes' Cocktail Used
For Kansas City Plug
Kansas City, March 18. — For
"Grapes of Wrath" Joe Redmond at
the Fox Esquire arranged with the
Rendezvous, bar at the Hotel Muehlebach, to feature a "Grapes of Wrath"
cocktail. Made of champagne and retailing for 75 cents, the Rendezvous
pushed it with signs showing grapes
going
into the glass.
Harzfeld's,
smart department
store,Atthere
was an
exhibition of the Thomas Hart Benton paintings for the picture.

Personnel

U. A. Promotes Mariner
Denver, March 18. — Bern Mariner,
office manager of the United Artists
exchange, has been promoted to salesman, covering the northern territory,
replacing Fred Lind, who resigned to
devote all his time to his theatres at
Rifle, Col. The office manager post
goes to George H. McCool, brought
here from Omaha.
Enlarge Cincinnati House
Cincinnati, March 18. — Maurice
Chase, who recently leased the 290seat suburban Crescent, will build an
addition at the rear and install new
seats to increase the capacity to over
500. The house, owned by John and
Adeline Crone until sold to the Harris Realty Co. some months ago, formerly was operated by Miles Vance.

Notes

RCA Photophone Deals Set
RCA Photophone has closed deals
for equipment with the following:
Century Theatres, for a 500-car drivein theatre at Memphis ; the Town
Hall at Cazenovia, N. Y., which is
being remodeled ; the Hampden
Amusement Co., building a new hfl^n.
who
will remodel
taken ~LWt*-}
over
at Westport,
Md.,a house
and John
at Carmichaels, Pa.
Shift Loew Managers

Springfield, Mass., March 18. — Lou
Cohen, of the Palace, Hartford, Conn.,
has been transferred to manage the
Loew-Poli here temporarily, while
manager George Freeman is recuperating from an operation at Mt. Sinai,
New York. Meantime, Jack Simons
and Sidney Klepper manage the Palace, Hartford.
Takes Two in Pennsylvania
Plans Rhode Island House
Philadelphia, March 18. — R. L.
Schmidt, operator of the Strand and
Westerly, R. I., March 18.— The
Temple at Berwick, Pa., will open Zoning Board of Review has approved
two new houses. At Shickshinny he the petition of Samuel Nardone & Co.
has taken over the former Agnew to have land on the Boston Post Road
Opera House, which will be rebuilt, at Shelter Harbor rezoned from residential to business. The petitioner
and
at Mocanaqua, the former Cort
Theatre.
15.
Plans Negro Theatre
explained that a theatre will be erected on the rezoned site, work to start
Galveston, Tex., March 18. — Mrs.
April
1 and to be completed by June
Manager
Transferred
Anita Martini, owner of the Dixie, is
Louisville, March 18. — Formerly
planning the opening of a new negro manager
of the Elks, New Albany,
theatre here. The theatre will be
Means Shifts Name, Policy
Ind., Ford Tracy has replaced Thomas
named the Carver.
Muchmore as manager of the Vogue
Kansas City, March 18. — The Baghere. Muchmore left early in the week
Belasco Succeeds Brower
dad, Jay Means'
suburban
here,
has changed
front,
name, house
and policy.
for Hollywood, it was reported.
San Francisco, March 18. — Al
Belasco of Chicago has succeeded Jay
Now the Carrol, the house has elimiCinema Circuit Acquires Savoy
nated its Sunday bargain of 10 cents,
Brower, veteran Coast showman, as
musical director at the Golden Gate
The Savoy, 735-seat theatre at 112 and gone to 15 cents for all three
W. 34th St., has been acquired by the changes of the week. It also has a
Theatre.
Cinema Circuit (Max A. Cohen). new sign.
Walter Reade is the former owner of
Provide Theatre Parking
the house.
Lease Kentucky Theatre
St. Louis, March 18. — Fanchon &
Cincinnati, March 18. — J. Ebersole
Marco has started preparations for a
Crawford and John F. Loofborough,
Operates Garden at Trenton
free parking lot for patrons of the
Margina Co. is the new operator of operating the suburban Cheviot, will
Fox, St. Louis and Missouri Theatres
the Garden, Trenton. Buying and lease the 650-seat house to be built
in the Grand Boulevard theatre belt.
booking for the house will be handled at nearby Ft. Mitchell, Ky. This will i
by Isaac Levy.
be the first theatre in the town.
Plan Birmingham Theatre
Birmingham, Ala., March 18. —
Build Drive-in Near Albany
Building at Corpus Christie
Birmingham Theatre Operating Co.,
Corpus
Christi,
Texas,
March
18.
Albany,
March 18. — Owen Holmes
owned by the Wilby interests, has — Consolidated Theatres, Inc., is and John Gatelee,
Springfield, Mass.,
purchased a lot here for a suburban
exhibitors,
have
started
work on a
building
a
400-seat
house
costing
theatre.
$17,000, and scheduled to be finished new 450-car drive-in theatre three
miles outside of Albany. The theatre
early in April.
Takes Illinois Theatre
is scheduled to open May 15.
St. Louis, March 18. — Charles
Rebuild Arkansas House
Goldman, owner of the Rivoli and
Manages Columbus House
Dermott, Ark., March 18. — The
Senate, neighborhood houses, has purColumbus, O., March 18. — M. J.
Allied
Theatre,
which
burned
Dec.
30,
chased the O'Fallon Theatre in O'Fal- has been rebuilt and reopened by C.
Cullen, Loew's Western division manlon, 111.
ager, has appointed Joseph Sloan as
H. McCroskey, owner and manager.
manager
of the local Broad Theatre,
Building Kentucky House
succeeding
Clinton G. Wander, reHouse
Re-Named
Fine-Arts
Munfordville, Ky., March 18. —
signed.
Construction of a new theatre here
The Filmarte, 800-seat house taken
will begin within a few weeks and is over by Di Carlo Brothers after havSchines Plans New House
expected to be completed by early Fall.
ing been closed for some time, has
Norwalk,
O., March 18. — Schines,
been re-named the Fine Arts.
who operate the local Forum and
Open in Jackson, Miss.
Moose, will build a new $100,000 theTo Remodel Kansas House
Jackson, Miss., March 18. — The
atre here, for which plans have been
Pix Theatre, new house, has opened
Kansas City, March 18. — Charles completed.
here. It seats 600. W. H. Jones has R. Gregg has completed plans for
been named manager.
completely remodeling the Liberty at
Buy Iowa Theatre
Caney, Kan., this Spring.
Ottumwa, Iowa, March 18. — The
Buys House in Iowa
Ottumwa Theatre Co., operated here
Operates Bronx House
Eldon, Iowa, March 18.— A. L.
JacobCorp.,
Cohanhaveandbought
the TriStates
Cantfield Amusement Corp. is the by
Halfel has bought the Ritz here from
Theatre
the Grand
Paul Walter.
new operator of the Devon at 241 E.
Opera House.
Tremont Ave., Bronx.
Alter St. Louis House
Opens Theatre in Texas
Century Gets New House
St. Louis, March 18.— The SalisWest Columbia, Texas, March 18.
Century Circuit is now operating the — -The new Capitol has been opened
bury, neighborhood house owned by
the Kaimann Brothers, is undergoing Glenwood, 1475 Flatbush Ave., Brookby L. O. Wallace, who operates the
alterations.
Long Theatres.
lyn.
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Quotes

Subject
"TOO MANY HUSBANDS" (Columbia)
Denver
Gross
Neatest comedy trick of many a movie moon is to be found in "Too
Many Husbands." . . . The heroine couldn't make up her mind . . . and Reviews
between cases of hysterics, the audience couldn't do any better. ... A
Denver, March 18. — In spite of strictly streamlined version of the typical bedroom farce. — Jimmy Starr,
heavy snow all first runs were above Los Angeles Herald Express.
of a Kind"
A comedy that will find a special favor with the debutante. ... A "Two
average with "I Take This Woman"
(Paramount)
aLthe Denver taking $11,000. "Dr. comedy that is to end all screwball nonsense. . . . It's foolish, but a nice
This Grantland Rice Sportlight
£v)lops" drew $8,000 at the Denham, foolishness. . . . The plot itself is as light as featherdown. — L. A. Examiner. subject pictures famous brother and
iftjJ "Brother Rat and a Baby" and
"Too Many Husbands"
to offer of rich humor, and goes along sister combination in the sporting
"British Intelligence" were good for prettily for three-fourths ofhasitsmuch
course,
but the last quarter drops consider- world, and should be enjoyable to
$4,500 at the Paramount.
ably because of the repetition of the same idea. . . . Plot is a comedy
every sporting- fan. Seen are the
Estimated takings for the week end- treatment of the Enoch Arden idea. — Edwin Schallert, L. A. Times.
Rideout twins, Texas track stars ; the
ing March 13 :
Patrick
brothers, sons of Lester PatMore
than
slightly
"fetched
in
the
haid,"
but
nevertheless,
a
giggle
pro"Grapes of Wrath" (20th-Fox)
rick, New York Rangers hockey
voker from beginning to end. . . . First rate comedy. — Wanda Hale, N. Y.
ALADDIN — (1,400) (2Sc-49c) 7 days, 2nd
week. Gross: $4,000. (Average, $3,500)
Daily News.
coach ; the two expert sons of Charles
"Broadway Melody of 1940" (M-G-M)
"Saint's Double Trouble" (RKO)
The gayest, sprightliest comedy of the season. . . . Claude Binyon's Brickley, famous drop kicker ; the DiBROADWAY — (1,040) (25c-35c-40c) 7 adaptation of the Somerset Maugham play is an expertly fashioned piece Maggio brothers of baseball fame, and
days, 2nd week. Gross: $3,000. (Average, of work with fast plot and super-sophisticated laugh provoking lines. — others.
Running time, 10 mins.
$2,500)
Lee
Mortimer,
N.
Y.
Daily
Mirror.
"Dr. Cyclops" (Para.)
DENHAM— (1,750) (25c-35c-40c) 7 days.
Wesley Ruggles and Claude Binyon have made a gorgeous, if some- "Ants in the Plants"
Gross: $8,000. (Average, $6,500)
"Man From Dakota" (M-G-M)
times wearisome screen comedy out of Somerset Maugham's successful (Paramount)
play. . . . Depends almost entirely on smart dialogue and smarter acting.
"Vigil in the Night" (RKO)
An amusing cartoon novelty in colORPHEUM — (2,600) (25c-35c-40c) 7 days. Robert W. Dana, N. Y. Herald Tribune.
or, this pictures the preparations of
Gross: $9,000. (Average, $9,000)
the ant colony for protection against
"Brother Rat and a Baby" (W. B.)
_ A gay
littleand
comedy,
is afeatherweight,
matter of slickbutdirec"British Intelligence" (W. B.)
tion, writing
acting."Too
The Many
story Husbands"
is practically
deft the ant-eater. When he appears, the
PARAMOUNT— (2,200) (25c-40c) 7 days.
Gross: $4,500. (Average, $3,500)
handling makes it a succession of amusing incidents. — N. Y. Journal and scouts sound the alarm, and forces are
American.
"My Little Chickadee" (Univ.)
mustered to rout the intruder. Run"My Son Is Guilty" (Col.)
Jean
Arthur,
Fred
MacMurray
and
Melvyn
Douglas
are
combined
for
ning time, 7 mins.
RIALTO — (878) (25c-40c) 7 days, "Chickadee," 2nd week. Gross: $2,000. (Average, farce comedy in a completely frivolous film. . . . Director Wesley Ruggles
$1,750)
has let his cast go nonsensically slapstick, and they have a heck of a good "George Olsen and
"I Take This Woman" (M-G-M)
DENVER— (2,525) (25c-35c-40c) 7 days. time. — Irene Thirer, N. Y> Post.
Gross: $11,000. (Average, $9,000)
A nonsensical, flippant tale that develops with considerable wit and
humor. . . . Ends on an inconclusive note but not before its single situa- (Paramount)
One ofMusic"
the Paramount Headliner
tion has started to show signs of wear and tear. — Newsweek.
His
series, this musical subject features
'Lincoln9 at $6,400
"MY SON, MY SON" (Small-U. A.)
the Olsen band rendering popular
Best in New Haven
numbers, with vocal arrangements by
Very
much
in
the
adult
class
as
a
picture
event,
"My
Son,
My
Son'"
assists the forward march of intelligent entertainment, which seems to
New Haven, March 18. — "Abe have arrived at new goals during the present season. . . . An unusually Jean Blair, the Harrison Sisters and
the Bachelors. It is an entertaining
Lincoln in Illinois" and "Marines Fly
mins.
subject of its kind. Running time, 10
High" was the only over average well-chosen cast. — Edwin Schallert, Los Angeles Times.
business in town, giving the Roger
With rare charm and dramatic tenderness, Howard Spring's inspiring
Sherman $6,400. The Loew-Poli, novel has been brought to the screen. ... It is fine. It is beautiful. . . .
with "I Take This Woman" and Brian Aherne gives a performance that definitely makes him a candidate
"Blondie Brings Up Baby," did $8,000, for Academy honors. — Jimmy Starr, L. A. Herald Express.
and the Paramount grossed $4,000
'HeidtBand/'Ehrlich'
"THREE CHEERS FOR THE IRISH (Warners)
with "Swiss Family Robinson" and
Highlight Milwaukee
The loud pedal is on all the way in noisy, boisterous "Three Cheers for
"Double Alibi."
Milwaukee, March 18. — Show and
Estimated takings for the week the Irish," which is a picture with a thoroughly human idea that is handi- sleet combined with the annual Home
capped
by
veritable
tornadoes
of
stentorian
talk.
—
Los
Angeles
Times.
Show in the auditorium hurt grosses.
ending March 14 :
Amusing and gusty, and entertaining. The title doesn't make any Best was Horace Heidt and his band
"The Grapes of Wrath" (20th-Fox)
secret of the plot, which is "Three Cheers for the Irish" all the way
"Young As You Feel" (2flth-Fox)
COLLEGE— (1.499) (35c-50c) 7 days, 2nd through. . . . Isn't a great picture, but it's a lot of fun. — L. A. Examiner. at the Riverside with "The Lone
week. Gross: $2,200. (Average, $2,700)
The rambling, windy story of a retired Irish-American cop . . . Wolf Strikes," taking $12,500. "Dr.
"I Take This Woman" (M-G-M)
Those who are not allergic to some broad comedy of the brogue-and Ehrlich's Magic Bullet" and "Million"Blondie Brings Up Baby" (Col.)
aire Playboy" collected $8,000 at the
LOEW-POLI— (3,040) (35c-50c) 7 days. begorrah school may enjoy the film's legitimately homely moments. — Warner and "Broadway Melody of
Gross: $8,000. (Average, $8,000)
Newsweek.
"Swiss Family Robinson" (RKO)
1940" and "The Earl of Chicago" hit
"Double Alibi" (Univ.)
"STRANGE CARGO" (M-G-M)
PARAMOUNT— (2,348) 7 days. Gross:
at Fox's
$6,800
$4,000. (Average, $4,000)
Estimated
takingsWisconsin.
for the week end"Strange Cargo'" is a strange film, more remarkable for effort than
"Abe Lincoln in Illinois" (RKO)
attainment. ... A ponderous and only occasionally interesting film. . . .
ing
March
14:
"Marines Fly High" (RKO)
"Music In My Heart" (Col.)
ROGER SHERMAN— (2,200) (35c -50c) 7 It is Miss Crawford's picture. — Laura Lee, Philadelphia Bulletin.
"His Girl Friday" (Col.)
days. Gross: $6,400. (Average, $5,000)
(2,400)$4,000.
(25c-35c-50c)
days,
Strange 2ndPALACE—
is a strange movie.Part
look at it, "Strangein Cargo"
Any way you it
week. Gross:
(Average,7 $4,000)
ripe,
its own peculiar way. . . .
may be added,
and fascinating,
"The Lone Wolf Strikes" (Col.)
raw melodrama, part mystical miracle play.— Philadelphia Inquirer.
RIVERSIDE— (2,700) (30c-40c-55c) 7 days.
In the guise of a romantic adventure yarn, the film delivers a sermon. Stage: Horace Heidt. Gross: $12,500.
erage,
$6,500)
'Melody' in St. Louis
Record.
. . . Has melodramatic interest. — Elsie Finn, Philadelphia
With the Wind" (M-G-M)
Garners Big $15,000
Mysticism is the theme. . . . Clark Gable and Joan Crawford make the "Gone
STRAND— (1,400) (75c-$1.10) 7 days.
most of their situation. ... It is an unusual photoplay, mixing melodrama Gross: $4,800. (Average, $1,500)
St. Louis, March 18. — "Broadway
"Dr. Ehrlich's Magic Bullet" (W. B.)
with dashes of mysticism. . . . Sometimes the mixture doesn't quite jell. — "Millionaire Playboy" (RKO)
Melody of 1940," led the city with Philadelphia
Ledger.
WARNER— (2,400) (25c-35c-50c) 7 days.
$15,000 at Loew's State, dualed with
Gross: $8,000. (Average, $4,500)
"Congo Maisie." "Dr. Ehrlich's Magic
"Broadway
of 1940"
(M-G-M)
"The Earl ofMelody
Chicago"
(M-G-M)
Bullet"
took $12,000 at the Ambassador.
WISCONSIN — (3,200) (25c-35c-50c) 7
Lenten Period Hits Montreal Grosses
days. Gross: $6,800. (Average, $5,500)
"My Little Chickadee" (Univ.)
Estimated takings for the week end(AvCAPITOL
—
(2,547)
(25c-40c-55c-65c)
obing March 14:
Montreal, March 18.— The
days. Gross: $5,000. (Average, 58,000)
Nixon Changes Mind
servance of Passion Week, a restric- "Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
"Pinocchio" (RKO)
LOEW'S— (2,800) (75c-$1.13) 4th
FOX— (5,038) (25c-40c-55c) 7 days. Gross:
Toronto,
March 18.— H. C. Nixon,
Lent, had its effect on Gross:
of
period
tive
$16,000. (Average, $8,000)
$11,000. (Average, $11,000)
Provincial Secretary of Ontario, has
"Over
the
Moon"
(U.
A.)
days
With
"Gone
h
week withdrawn his resignation from the
"Broadway Melody of 1940" (M-G-M)
theatre returns, althoug
Spitfire" (RKO)
"Congo Maisie" (MGM)
the Wind" held up to $16,000 for its "Mexican
ORPHEUM—
(919)
(25c-35c-50c)
7
Provincial Cabinet because of his opLOEW'S
STATE—
(3,162)
(25c-40c-55c)
7
fourth week at Loew's. "The Story 2nd week. Gross: $2,000. (Average,
days. Gross: $15,000. (Average, $13,000)
$5,000)
"Dr.
Ehrlich's
Magic
Bullet"
(W.
B.)
grossed
position tothe condemning of "Canada
"Dr. Ehrlich's Magic Bullet" (W. B.)
of Dr. Erlich's Magic Bullet"
PALACE — (2,600)
(25c -40c -55c -65c)
at War" by Premier Hepburn for poAMBASSADOR— (3,018) (25c-40c-55c) 7
litical reasons. The episode came to
at the e,"Palace, while "My Lit- days. Gross: $6,500. (Average, $10,000)
days. Gross: $12,000. (Average, $11,500)
$6,500
tle Chickade
playing alone at the "The Earl of Chicago" (M-G-M)
"Vigil in the Night" (RKO)
a close following a conference between
Capitol, drew $5,000.
"Fast and Furious" (M-G-M)
"Abe Lincoln in Illinois" (RKO)
Nixon and
Hepburn
their difPRINCESS — (2,272) (25c-35c-50c-65c)
MISSOURI— (3,514) (25c-40c-55c) 7 days.
for the week end- days.
takings
Estimated
ferences were
patched when
up.
Gross: $3,500. (Average, $5,500)
Gross: $5,500. (Average, $4,000)
ing March 15 :
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"Forgotten
(Republic)

$16,200

Chicago, March 18.— "Bill of Divorcement," given a world premiere
at the RKO Palace plus "Millionaire
an somewhat
excellent $16,200
aPlayboy,"
week thatdidwas
dull. Thein
personal appearance of Edgar Kennedy at the State-Lake helped to boost
the
gross
for was
"Green
Hell" most
to $16,000.
The weather
unsettled
of the
week.
Estimated takings for the week ending March 13-16:
"Man From Dakota" (M-G-M)
AFOLLO — (1,400) (35c-55c-75c) 7 days.
Gross: $5,600. (Average, $6,000)
"Grapes of Wrath"
CHICAGO— (4,000) (35c-55c-75c) 7 days.
2nd week. Stage: Stage Revue. Gross:
$30,300. (Average, $32,000)
"Castle on the Hudson" (W.B.)
GARRICK— (1,000) (35c-55c-75c) 7 days.
2nd week. Gross: $4,000. (Average, $5,000)
"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
ORIENTAL — (3,200)
(75c-$1.10-$1.50) 7
days. 7th week. 3 shows daily. Gross: $40,000. (Average, $13,000)
"Bill of Divorcement" (RKO)
"Millionaire Playboy" (RKO)
PALACE^(2,500)
(35c-55c-75c) 7 days.
Gross: $16,200. (Average, $12,000)
"Sidewalks of London" (Para.)
ROOSEVELT— (1,300) (35c-55c-75c) 7 days.
Gross: $10,500. (Average, $11,000)
"Green Hell" (Univ.)
STATE-LAKE— (2,700)
(25c-35c-50c) 7
days. Stage: Edgar Kennedy & Revue.
Gross: $16,000. (Average, $12,000)
"Northwest Passage" (M-G-M)
UNITED ARTISTS— (1,700) (35c-55c-75c)
7 days. 3rd week. Gross: $12,200. (Average,
$14,000)
"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
WOODS— (1,100) ($1.10-$1.50) 7 days. 7th
week. 2 shows daily. Gross : $14,200.

"The

Picture

DARK

Girls"

Bill

Seen

Censorship

Peril

to

Trade

"Forgotten Girls" is a variation on the familiar theme of the newsDetroit, March 18. — Passage of
paperman and the girl who is sent to prison for a crime she did not
commit, the variation being that Louise Piatt, the convicted girl, believes the Neely bill "will saddle the industry with about 6,500 local censorship
she actually committed the crime.
boards"
under the measure's "comThe prison to which she is sent, however, resembles a comfortable
munity selection" provisions, accdf
summer vacation colony much more than it does any existing prison. ing to a statement by Co-OperatWe
Despite the protests of her roommate that the prison is an undesirable Theatres of Michigan.
The organization, which has a
place, Miss Piatt finds the institution a haven more desirable than the
membership of 100 independent exfactory in which she had worked.
hibitors in Michigan, has been camWhile attempting to repulse the attentions of Jack LaRue, Miss Piatt
paigning
against bill
the bill.
obstrikes him and flees, thinking that he is dead. Her stepmother, Wynne
jections
to the
with It
thefiled
House
Gibson, finds LaRue still alive and kills him because he has transferred Interstate and Foreign Commerce
his attentions from her to Miss Piatt. Donald Woods, the reporter Committee last month in Washington
assigned to cover the case, suspects Miss Gibson and ultimately proves and submitted a proposal for seven
amendments, providing for 20 to 25
her guilt.
per
cancellation and other measures.
Others in the cast include Robert Armstrong, Eduardo Ciannelli, BarThe proposed amendments, in the
bara Pepper and Charles D. Brown. Robert North produced and Phil opinion of the organization, would
Rosen directed.
solve many industry problems and provide for self-regulation. One of the
Running time, 68 minutes.
"G."*
Edward Greif
suggestions calls for arbitration of
disputes, reserving the right to the
*"G" denotes general classification.
complainant to appeal for relief to the
Federal District Court.
Court

Ruling

in Gary

Case Delayed Week
Chicago, March 18. — Due to the
illness of Albert Gavitt, attorney for
the Gary Theatre Co., which accuses
Balaban & Katz and the majors of
monopolistic practices, a decision in
the case will not be rendered until
March 25. The court has orally announced its intention of dismissing the
case due to a lack of evidence.

MAND"
COM
RAOUL WALSH • DIRECTOR
with
CLAIRE TREVOR • JOHN
WAYNE • WALTER PIDGEON
ROY ROGERS • GEORGE HAYES • PORTER HALL
MARJORIE MAIN • RAYMOND WALBURN

Tom

McGuire, public relations director of Co-Operative, explained this
proposal as follows :
"Action against a willful violator
could be rapidly obtained through the
Hollywood, March 18. — Samuel District Attorney of the Federal DisGoldwyn and his wife left today for
trict Court. A request for a 'show
Phoenix, Ariz., for a vacation of from cause' order by the District Attorney
three to four weeks.
or
just 'inquiry
facts' would
from the
offender
after a for
complaint
in
most
instances
bring
the
recalcitrant
Jake Wilk and Mort Blumenstock back to the letter of the law in short
arrived today for conferences with
Jack L. Warner and Hal B. Wallis. order. The proposal is made to allow
the industry to wash its own linen
within the industry and to prevent
Ed Stein of the Goldwyn New York
office has taken over the publicity du- Government regulation."
ties of Jock Lawrence who will take
a month's leave of absence to recuper- Zukor Arrives, Sees
ate fully from a pneumonia attack.
2-Months Stay Here
(Continued from page 1)
Barrett McCormick and Herbert
Wilcox arrived at RKO today for half months business trip to Central
conferences. McCormick will spend and South America.
Zukor said he had been greatly im10 days here with Perry Lieber, studio
pressed with the potentialities of the
publicity
head, while
Wilcox will de- Latin American market, its modern
cide on production
plans.
theatres and the business ability and
showmanship
of the exhibitors. He
William Saal, Republic special sales
Coast

Flashes

representative; Walter Compton, studio publicity director, and Sam Abarbandel, his aide, left over the weekend to arrange for the world premiere
of "Dark Command," at Lawrence,
Kan., about April 6.

urged production
of "good,
pictures" with a slant
for action
the Latin
American market as the best means
of increasing returns for Hollywood

Atlas

Seldesf Ampa
Topic
Gilbert Seldes, director of television for CBS, will discuss television
in relation to the film industry at the
Ampa luncheon meeting Thursday at
Dempsey's restaurant.
Worthington
Miner, Guild
formerly
tor for the Theatre
and direcnow
with CBS, also will speak. Several
entertainment specialties will be provided by the network.

in Big

Merger

With(Continued
Curtiss-W
from page 1)right

PICTURE

poration, and all shares of the separate
corporation will be owned by the present common stockholders of Atlas.
At the conclusion of the contemplated transactions, Atlas common
stockholders will own in part Curtiss-Wright shares obtained in the
merger and in part common shares of
this new separate corporation.
Odium, in a special statement, said
in part:
"While a merger of an industrial
company witn an investment company
is unique in the history of finance, it
is entirely logical and, in this instance,
mutually advantageous.
"For Curtiss- Wright it is a new
method of finance coupled with an effective way of improving the capital

product there. ■
Television

and

Films,

structure, and there seem to be other
corporate advantages.
"For Atlas Corporation common
stockholders it opens the way for the
same management to carry on for the
same stockholders in the field which
said management
considers
itable and constructive.
. . . most prof"By this proposed merger, the multiple capital structure of Atlas is
eliminated. . . ."
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Hollywood, March 18. — Margaret Merry Macs, featured on the Fred
Webster, New York stage director, Allen air show, will be seen and
dramatist and actress, has signed a heard in Paramount' s picture starring
novel contract with Paramount under Allen and Jack Benny. . . . Warwhich she will be permitted to write,
ners has given Claude Rains a contract extension.
act or work with directors and producers for a period of six months beM-G-M is reported dusting off a
fore receiving a definite assignment,
number of William Haines vehicles
t^the end of that time, either party
3&L the right to drop or continue the of silent days with a view to fitting
pact. Daughter of Dame May them to George Murphy. . . . William Menzies has been signed by
Whitty and Ben Webster, Miss
Walter Wanger to assist in the
Webster wrote the play "Royal
Highness," played in Lunt and Fon- production of "Personal History."
tanne's production of "The Sea Gull," . . . Gregg Toland, Academy photography award winner for 1939, has been
and last year co-starred with Judith
signed
by John Ford to photograph
Anderson
in "Family
Portrait" as
well as directed
it.
"The Long Voyage Home." . . . Another authoress signed for screen work
Paramount is right across the street
is
Dorothy
Canfield, who will adapt
Producer-Writerwhere
from RKO,
Director - Actor Orson Welles her Readers' Digest story, "New
works.
Americans in Vermont," at M-G-M.
. . . Bradbury Foote is doing the
Vina Delmar and her husband, script of "Osborne of Sing Sing" at
Eugene Delmar, have been signed M-G-M. . . . Steve Sekely, film director, has been signed by the Don
to do the script for M-G-M's "The Lee experimental television station
World We Make," which Hunt W6XOA to direct two one-hour
Stromberg will produce. . . . Walter
Wanger has loaned Broderick Craw- plays, first productions of that length
to be essayed on the Coast.
ford to Universal for a lead in "Trouble in B Flat." . . . W. S. Van Dyke
Smiley Burnette may head his own
II will direct William Powell and
Myrna Loy in "I Love You Again," radio show, it was indicated following
romantic comedy at M-G-M. Law- the dropping of negotiations under
rence Weingarten will produce. . . . which Burnette would have joined
Edward Small has signed Gene Gene Autry's program. . . . Grant
Lockhart for "South of Pago Pago," Withers has stepped down temporafeaturing Jon Hall, Victor McLagrily from his associate
at Monogram
to work producer's
as an actorpost
in
len and Frances Farmer.
"Tomboy," co-starring Jackie MoMadeleine Carroll will be starred ran and Marcia Mae Jones. . . .
in Paramount's "Virginia," and the Ann Sothern, Humphrey Bogart
picture has been postponed by pro- and Donald Crisp go into Warners'
ducing director E. H. Griffth to per- "Brother Orchid." . . . Fredric March
mit the blonde actress to finish first has been signed to star in "Victory,"
her role in DeMille's "North West from the Joseph Conrad novel, at
Mounted Police." . . . Helen West- Paramount. . . . 20th Century Fox has
signed Adolphe Menjou for the title
ley joins the cast of Warners' "All
This and Heaven, Too." ... The role in "The Great Profile."
Mrs. Scully Rites
Held in Brookline
Boston, March 18. — Services for
Mrs. Mary Scully, mother of William
A. Scully, Universal vice-president
and general sales manager, were held
in Brookline today. Burial was in
Calvary Cemetery.
Mrs. Scully died last Thursday following along illness. She is survived
by two other sons, John Scully, Universal branch manager at Buffalo, and
Frank Scully, M-G-M salesman in
Washington, and a daughter, Florence.
Theatre Profit $41,905
Toronto, March 18. — Eastern Theatres, Ltd., Toronto subsidiary of Famous Players Canadian Corp., operating the Imperial Theatre, has reported
a net profit of $41,905 for the fiscal
year ending Dec. 28 after provision
for all charges, this being equal to
$8.38 for each of the 5,000 seven per
cent preferred shares.
Cut Auditorium Loss
Kansas City, March 18. — The
Municipal Auditorium will lose about
$140,000 in operating expenses during
[ the fiscal year ending April 30, it is
estimated. This amount, which the
taxpayers will contribute, is about
!'$60,000
less than
the preceding
year.the amount lost in

File

Interrogatory

In Boston Trust Suit
Boston, March 18. — Four of the
plaintiffs in the Boston anti-trust suit,
which will appear on the March term
calendar, filed a list of interrogatories
to defendant, Loew's Inc. The plaintiffs who filed were : Lynn Open Air
Theatre, Inc., E. M. Loew's, Inc.,
Miami Drive-in Theatre, Inc., and the
Winchester Theatre Corp.
The interrogatories were filed and
acknowledged. Judge Ford extended
the time of Loew's, Inc., for filing answer to the plaintiff's interrogatories
to April 1, and the time in which the
defendant may present any objections
to March 27.

PROJE

CTION

$7.2

5

° CHI"GO-.LOND0„

POSTPAID
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Bank Night in Canada
St. Andrews, N. B., March 18.—
Bank Night is being offered two
nights weekly at the Marina here.
Under the plan, if a winner is not in
the house when his name is called,
$10 is added to the next drawing.

SOUND

REPRO-

DUCTION AND PROJECTION

SECOND
SIXTH

EDITION

SOUND
and

REVISION
—

SUPPLEMENTED

TROUBLE

WITH

CHARTS

ALPHABETICAL

INDEX

B You will find this newly revised edition of F. H.
Richardson's Bluebook of Projection the most practical treatise of its kind and a sure solution to all
the perplexing problems of projection room routine.

Over

700 pages of up-to-the-minute

text, diagrams

and charts, this book is not only the greatest authority on sound reproduction

and projection, but it is

also a quick, certain trouble-shooter — a practical
guide

Suspend License
Seattle, March 18. — The license of
the Rialto, film and burlesque house,
has been permanently revoked by the
City Council after a public hearing
which brought forth numerous witnesses to alleged immoral and indecent
stage shows.

TEXTBOOK

to swift repairs in any

projection

room

emergency.

ORDER
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Washington, March 18. — Radio
networks linked by frequency modulation transmission, instead of by telephone wires, were envisioned by
Major Edwin H. Armstrong, inventor
of a system of noiseless FM transmission, atthe opening of hearings by
the F.C.C. today.
Armstrong admitted that such system could not become available to
rural areas for some years. He declared that high fidelity reception will
never be possible on the present broadcast band because the 10 k.c. separation is insufficient. FM transmission
requires a wider band but the sharp
limitation of the FM service area will
permit the operation of a larger number of stations on the same frequency,
he said.
The use of wire connections between
stations limits the value of the FM
system, Armstrong explained, because
of the inherent limitations of wire
with respect to the elimination of
noise and other factors.
Three manufacturers are now producing FM transmitters and 10 companies are now manufacturing or preparing to manufacture FM receivers,
he said.
After the hearing, Armstrong pointed out that FM is adaptable for television and that he would testify further on this subject at subsequent
hearings. The sessions are expected
to last all week.

Holy

Week

Causes

Slump
in Grosses
(Continued from pa fie 1)
the weekend. It should finish its first
week tonight with an estimated $60,000, and will be held over.
"Young Tom Edison," plus a stage
show, at the Music Hall also did a
good weekend business and should
bring an estimated $83,000 for the first
stanza, which ends Wednesday. It will
also be held over.
At the Roxy, "My Little Chickadee," with a stage show, drew an
estimated $23,000 for the first three
days and will be held for one week
only. "The Primrose Path" opens
there Friday.
At the Strand, "Three Cheers for
the Irish," with stage show, took an
estimated $12,000 for the first three
days of its second week, and will be
followed Friday by "Virginia City."
"Pinocchio" should gross an estimated $20,000 for its sixth week which
ends tonight at the Center, and will
be held for a seventh.
"Gone With the Wind" is still at
capacity at the Astor with an estimated $22,000 for the 13th week. At
the Globe, "Castle on the Hudson"
grossed an estimated $7,000 for its
second week and is staying for a third.
"Double Alibi" took an estimated
$6,200 in a week at the Rialto and
was replaced Saturday by "Millionaire
Playboy."
Photographers' Dance
George Jessel, Henny Youngman,
Harry Hershfield and Milton Berle
will share master of ceremonies duties
at the annual dance and entertainment
of the Press Photographer's Association of New York at the Astor on
April 12. About 3,500, including
screen, stage and radio personalities,
are expected to attend.

"The Outsider"
(Alliance Films)
The story of the healing of a supposedly hopeless cripple, who has felt
herself an outsider because of her inability to walk properly, by a bone
specialist who is considered an outsider by the medical profession, this is
a dramatic film.
Produced by Associated British Pictures, with Walter C. Mycroft in
charge of production, the film stars Mary Maguire as the crippled girl,
and George Sanders as the allegedly unethical practitioner, whose
therapeutic machine accomplishes the cure.
The girl, daughter of one of London's leading surgeons, who has a
hatred of such unlicensed practitioners as Sanders, finally goes to Sanders as a last hope against her father's will. She is able to bear the pain
and discomfort of the year-long treatment because of her love for Peter
Murray Hill, musical comedy song writer who has collaborated with her
in musical work.
As Hill's interest wanes, Sanders keeps the truth from her, at the same
time falling in love with her himself. At the test of her ability to walk,
with several doctors as witnesses, she almost fails, then her awakened
love for Sanders gives her strength to prove his treatment a success.
Running time, 90 minutes.
"G."*
Charles S. Aaronson

*"G" denotes general classification.
London

Business

Off 50%-Raymond
Theatre business in London's West
End, the principal theatrical section,
is still 40 to 50 per cent off despite
easing of some of the war restrictions, itis reported by Charles Raymond, for the last seven years general manager of M-G-M houses in
the British capital.
Raymond arrived yesterday on the
Manhattan. He plans to remain here
and will be given a new assignment
by Loew's. Sam Eckman, M-G-M
managing director in England, has
added supervision of the London theatres to his duties.
The blackout and stagger system of
closing at West End theatres has drastically cut grosses, but theatre business in the provinces is much better,
said Raymond. Under the stagger
system, theatres close at 10-minute
intervals beginning at 10:50 P. M.,
while all theatres must be closed by
11:50 P. M.
One of the restrictions was that
no more than 2,000 patrons may be
in a theatre after 6 P. M. This directly affected
Empire,
Loew's
ace house,
which the
seats
3,200, sharply
cutting the grosses, and made it necessary for the theatre to curtail the
sale of tickets after 4 P. M. After
some negotiation, Eckman was successful in .persuading the authorities
to permit unlimited attendance. The
other Loew theatre in London is the
Ritz, used as a moveover from the
Empire.
Raymond,
who has
has been
with Loew's
since
1927 and
managed
several
theatres for the circuit in this country, including the Valencia in Jamaica, L. I., went abroad originally
to open the Metro in Johannesburg
in 1932. A year later he was transferred to London.
Irish Rule at Strand
Vying for the distinction of the
most Celtic bill in the city over the
St. Patrick's Day weekend was the
Strand theatre with "Three Cheers for
the Irish" on the screen and Johnny
McGee's orchestra and Morton
Downey on the stage.

Missouri
1939

Tax

Shows

Theatre

Gain

Kansas City, March 18. — If sales
tax collections are any indication,
film and other theatres did over $600,000 more business in Missouri in 1939
than they did in 1938. The $315,816.16
collected under the two per cent sales
levy in 1939 from "theatres and picture shows," represents a total business of $15,790,808. In 1938, Missouri
collected $303,086.37, which represents abusiness of $15,154,318.50. Total tax collections in 1938 were $20,375,730.69;
new high. in 1939, $22,264,482.73, a
Film competition, represented by
(1) other shows, attractions and
amusements, (2) athletic contests^ and
(3) dances, did a total business of
$4,101,711 in 1938 and $4,216,555 in
1939, on the basis of the sales taxes
collected from them. Dances fell off
slightly, from $249,119.50 to $239,662.50, but athletic contests increased
from $1,524,318.50 to $1,635,154,
Anti-Neely

Radio

Program
Dropped
Plans for a nationwide radio network program to enlist public opposition to the Neely bill have been
dropped. The suggestion for such a
program is understood to have been
made by Harry Brandt, and a meeting on the subject was held in the
office of Howard Dietz at M-G-M
late last week.
The Ampa Neely bill committee,
which is lining up industry and public opposition to the measure, held a
meeting yesterday at the Astor Hotel.
The following were present : Martin
Starr, chairman ; Kenneth Clark of the
Hays office ; Leon Bamberger, RKO ;
Herbert Berg, Paramount ; Paul Laman. zarus, Ampa president, and Eli Sugar-

A SERIES of world-wide broadcasts
d to York
Fair boosting
are schedule
start World's
Sunday,
the New
April 7, and continue each Sunday at
2 P. M. for 12 weeks ending June 23.
America-.,''
of the
personal m twill feature
series "Salute
theCalled
ings and native music from the rapiof 12 nations south of the United
tals
States.
The series will be short-waved to :
this country and rebroadcast by the
three major networks and CBC. In

re-transwill be the
programs
addition,
mitted by the
short
wave around
globe. ' |
The opening program will come from j
Rio de Janeiro.
A Portrait for Bergen
An oil portrait of Charlie McCarthy and Mortimer Snerd will be
presented to Edgar Bergen at a
cocktail party this afternoon by
Lenox R. Lohr, NBC president. The
portrait, incidentally, was done by
Georgepage
Humphrey
while he was an
NBC
boy.

]
i

i
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Personalities in the News
Tony Martin opens an engagement
at the Club Versailles Thursday night.
. . . Judith Anderson, starred in the
Selsnick film, "Rebecca" returned
from Hollywood yesterday and ivill be
heard in scenes from the film on the
Kate Smith show over CBS Friday
at 8 P. M. . . .
Raymond Gram Swing, Mutual
commentator, will have 13 new stations added by his sponsor, White Owl
cigars, beginning Monday. . . . Victor
Schertsinger, film director, will be
guest on the "Kraft Music Hall" on
Thursday at 10 P. M. over NBCRed. . . . Mrs. Lionel Stander will
be interviewed by Polly Martin over
WHN tomorrow at- 10 :30 A. M.

Shoe Advertising on Air
Radio sales departments which have
been wrestling with the method of
convincing shoe manufacturers that air
advertising pays, should be interested
to learn that Melville Shoe Co., maker of Thorn McAn shoes, has decided
to renew the early morning news per- I
iods over WABC for an additional 52
weeks. For some reason not imme- j
diately apparent, shoe companies have
concentrated their advertising in
newspapers and magazines.
9 of 12 New

Pictures

Approved by Legion
The National Legion of Decency
has approved nine of the 12 films re» |
viewed and classified for the current
week, four for general patronage and
five for adults. Two pictures were f
found objectionable in part and one
was separately classified. New films
and their classification follow :

Class A-l, Unobjectionable for General Patronage : "Enemy Agent,"
"Half a Sinner," "Hidden Gold," "Ma,
He's Making Eyes at Me." Class A-2,
Unobjectionable for Adults: "Dr. CyN. J. Allied Meeting
clops," "It All Came True," "My Son,
A meeting of the Allied Theatre My Son," "Safari," "Three Cheers
Owners of New Jersey will be held for the Irish." Class B, Objectionable
Thursday at the Ritz Restaurant in in Part : "The House Across the Bay,"
lowing.
Passaic with a beefsteak dinner fol- "Too Many Husbands." Separately
classified was "The Fight for Life."
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Industry-Wide

First

Parley

Unionization of all vaudeville and
motion picture presentation houses got
under way yesterday as representatives of every major circuit met with
the American Guild of Variety Artists
to start negotiations.
The meeting marked the first time
that an industry-wide group had met
with a union representing vaudeville
performers to discuss a vaudeville contract.
Represented were deluxe presentation houses, vaudeville circuits and
houses with a one-night policy.
Although both sides declared after
the meeting that discussions had started
in a spirit of cooperation, neither side
would go into detail.
Committees will be appointed within
the next few days and the different
problems will be discussed point by
point.
Hoyt S. Haddock, A.G.V.A. execu(Continued on page 6)
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National Theatres does not acquire
theatres in territory where other exhibitors have built up their business
over a long period, Spyros Skouras,
president of that company, testified
yesterday at a pre-trial examination
in the Government's "key" anti-trust
suit.

ALLIED

$5,000,000
In

Film

Volume

WAR

Boost

Business
Reported

"You probably don't believe it, but
that's our policy," Skouras declared to
Special Assistant Attorney General
Washington, March 19. — Seven
Robert L. Wright. National Theatres
has not increased the number of its motion picture producer-distributors
whose securities are registered with
houses since the reorganization of
the
Securities and Exchange CommisTwentieth Century-Fox in 1934, the
sion had a combined volume of busifilm executive added.
ness in 1938 of $410,000,000, an inExamination of Skouras was comcrease of $5,000,000 over the preceding
pleted after he had testified for four year, it was reported tonight by the
hours. Y. Frank Freeman, Paramount
in a survey of American
production head, is slated to take the commission
listed corporations.
stand today with the Government exHowever, it was shown, profits took
pecting to call Neil F. Agnew, vicea
decided slump, amounting to only
president in charge of sales for Para$21,000,000, or 5.1 per cent of sales, in
mount, to testify next week.
The Government will also ask Nich- 1938 compared with $33,000,000, or 8.2
per cent of sales in 1937.
olas_M. Schenck, J. Robert Rubin and
The commission received reports
Louis B. Mayer of Loew's to appear
for
examination next week, it was from six companies for each of four
learned yesterday.
years ending with 1938, which showed
Skouras stated that he does not con- that between 1935 and 1938 total assets of the group increased from $496,fer with Twentieth Century-Fox executives on the distribution policy of 000,000 to $528,000,000, and volume of
that_ company. Since the volume of business increased from $334,000,000
New
Philadelphia
National Theatres' business depends to $408,000,000.
largely on the production of the parent
Net profit after all charges, howTrust Suit Started company, however, frequent discusever, which increased from $13,000,000
in 1935 to $27,000,000 in 1936 and
sions
are
held
by
him
with
the
latter's
Philadelphia, March 19. — David production chiefs on this subject,
$34,000,000 in 1937, dropped to $21,Milgram, head of Affiliated Theatres, Skouras said.
000,000 in 1938, and dividends paid,
operating 18 neighborhood houses in
The National Theatres head detailed after increasing from $6,000,000 in
this area, today filed an anti-trust suit
(Continued on page 6)
(Continued on page 2)
in U. S. District Court against Warner Theatres and the major distributors.
The action, filed by Maurice Stern,
Hicks
Report
Good
attorney, on behalf of Affiliated, M. Zukor,
F. S. Corp. and the Rialto Theatre
Corp., charges collusion and asks
Business
in Latin
America
(Continued on page 6)
IA

Strike

Threatens

Philly WB
Theatres
Philadelphia, March 19. — Receiving a "road call" notice late yesterday
from George Browne, head of the International Alliance of Theatrical
Stage Employees, Lew Krouse, head of
I. A. Local 8 here, served immediate
notice on Warner Bros, theatre circuit here that unless the musicians'
union strike against Warners, now in
its fourth month, is settled by April
1, all stagehands, projectionists and
electricians will walk out in sympathy
with the musicians.
A walkout will completely cripple
(Continued on page 2)
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Skouras

Begin

Y.

Cooperation

U.S.A., WEDNESDAY,

Taxation, censorship and other
legislation confronting the film industry in South America are neither discriminatory nor seriously burdensome
on distributors, Adolph Zukor, Paramount board chairman, and John W.
Hicks, vice-president and foreign department head, said during an interview yesterday following their return
from a two- and one-half months trip
to Central and South America.
"The South American countries
have been very good to this industry,"
Zukor said. "They have nationalistic
and economic problems which are reflected in occasional legislation touching this and other industries. But
they cannot be expected to change
their views to suit us any more than

we would change ours to suit them."
"In any event," he continued, "monetary problems are not the motion
picture business. Our business is to
produce the best pictures we are able
to produce and sell them on the best
possible terms. If you have good
pictures
do good executives
business." were
The twoyouParamount
enthusiastic about business conditions
in the principal South American countries and reported widespread evidence
of prosperity. They asserted, however,dustry
that itofficials
was to"nonsensical"
for insay that European
losses can be recouped in Latin America.
"It is just a healthy market," they
said, "which will deliver only in ratio
to the quality that is sent into it."

PLAN

FILM

Production in Hollywood
With British Talent,
Profits to Charity
Hollywood, March 19. — A wartime Allied picture project without
precedent in American production is
about to be announced for production
here by Herbert Wilcox under RKO
auspices, according to reports heard
here, in New York and Washington.
Wilcox arrived in Hollywood yesterday after conferring with George
J. Schaefer, RKO president, in New
York, and with Lord Lothian, British
Ambassador in Washington. Wilcox
has informed friends that he was "set
with RKO for another picture."
His planned production is described
as a widely cooperative project utilizing outstanding British and French
talent now in Hollywood. Reports are
that it will consist of a series of episodes, contributed by this talent, the
episodes to be interconnected by a
basic theme. The nature of the mosaic
and its pattern have not yet been disclosed.
Among those mentioned as probable
(Continued on page 2)
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Virginia

City

By SAM SHAIN
Chicago, March 19.— Not more
than half of those who started from
New York a week ago for the premiere of Warners'
in the Nevada
town of "Virginia
that name City"
were
aboard the Forty-Niner on its homeward run. The missing members of
the party continued to Hollywood
after the premiere.
The returning contingent will leave
here
today on Vanderbilt.
the New YorkThe
Central's
Commodore
train
reaches New York at 9 a. m. tomorrow.
Happiest to be returning from Reno
and
Virginia
Pullman
porter. City is "Batch," the
"They think they got somethin' out
here," he said about Reno. "Well,
thev got nothin'. Give me the East."
When the Forty-Niner was racing
across the Continental Divide at Creston,
Wyoming,
at a car
window
looking "Batch"
out and was
humming
to
himself, "I'm comin' down
tain, Oh, I'm comin' down
Believe it or not, there
(Continued on page
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ON,s toMonNSTreturn
JOH
ent,
WRA•Ygram presid
the
home office today from conferences
with studio heads on the Coast.
•
C. C. Kellenberg, office manager of
the 20th Century Fox Exchange in
Pittsburgh, and assistant chief barker
of the Variety Club there, will head
the Americanization Day program for
the city May 1, upon appointment by
American Legion Commander Daniel
Hartbauer.
•
Lee Garmes, RKO producer, who
has been in New York for a week,
left Monday evening by train for Hollywood. He will start back to New
York next Monday for conferences
with President George J. Schaeter.
•
Director William Wyler and his
wife, the former Margaret Tallichet, are vacationing in Miami as
one stop on a West Indies cruise.
•
Wilcox, RKO
Plan
John Farrow, RKO director, has
Allied War Picture enlisted as a lieutenant in the Royal
Canadian Navy and been assigned to
(Continued from page 1)
the headquarters staff.
•
participants in the cooperative enterprise are Charles Chaplin, Alfred
Timothy
Cleary,
M-G-M IndianapHitchcock, Ronald Colman, Anna
olis salesman, is the father of a son,
Neagle, Frank Lloyd, Alexander Korborn to Mrs. Cleary in St. Vincent's
da, Merle Oberon and others.
Hospital on Sunday.
•
It is understood that the project
Ben Greenberg, manager of the
contemplates that profits for the distribution of the picture are to be Stadium, Woonsocket, R. I., is spendallocated to charities within each state
ing the week in New York.
•
of the United States where it is
shown, and to local charities in each
Gracie Fields was married in Holforeign territory where it may be
lywood Monday to Monte Banks,
shown.
British producer.
•
The picture, it is said, is to be
financed and distributed by RKO as a
Max A. Cohen, head of the Cinema
studio project in regular order of
Circuit,
returned from a month's
vacation has
in Florida.
production.

(Continued from page 1)
at length a number of situations in
which the company competes with
other affiliated exhibition companies.
Skouras made it clear that he felt
that there was no understanding between exhibitors to divide territory as
contended by the Government.
In acquiring theatres, his company
had found that many independents
were paying less for films than affiliated houses, Skouras stated. He also
contended that the system of clearance
meant larger returns for both the exhibitor and the producer and cited an
early experience to prove his point.
Skouras holds 5,000 shares of stock
in Twentieth Century-Fox, according
to his testimony. He takes no active
part in the management of the
Skouras Theatres, he concluded.

LUXURIOUS SKYSLEEPERS!
Sleep your way over Dixie,
plain and desert. Wake up in
summertime! Only American
flies the smooth. Southern
Sunshine Route!

Southern

Sunshine

Overnight

to

Route

California

And
the Sun Country
FOUR TRANSCONTINENTAL FLIGHTS DAILY
• Ic's a delightful
sleep viato
California
and the night's
Southwest
American Airlines! Save days of
travel! For reservations, call your
Travel Agent or HAvemeyer
6-5000. Ticket offices: 45 Vanderbilt
Avenue and Rockefeller Center at
18 W. 49th St.

FREQUENT, CONVENIENT
SERVICE TO
Dallas, Ft. Worth, El Paso,
Tucson, Phoenix, Los Angeles.

AMERICAN
AIRLINES
ROUTE OF THE FLAGSHIPS

9,

MAURICE BERGMAN, Columbia
advertising and publicity di- Parade
rector, left for the studio last night
by plane. He will return in about a
week.
•
Harold Dahl's arrival from Spain, a
coal mine disaster in Ohio and a tornado in Shreveport, La., are on view
Adolph Zukor, John Hicks, Barey Balaban, Y. Frank Freeman, in the new issues. Reels and their
Harry Brandt, Charles E. Mc- contents follow;
Carthy, George Weltner, Erno RaMOVIETONE NEWS, No. 55— Sumner
pee, Ted O'Shea, Tom Connors and York.
ski troop
Welles Japanese
in Paris.royalty
Irish atparade
in Urni''A tMax A. Cohen at Nick's Hunting neuvers. Harold Dahl returns from Spain.
day.
Room in the Astor for lunch yester- Stratqliner in test flight. Girls don glass
hats in California. Lew Lehr. Colorado
•
vs. Duquesne basket ball game. Prizefighter Paycheck in training. Ski races at
New
Hampshire.
Lillian Powers has been elected
NEWS OF THE DAY, No. 253-Welles
president of the M-G-M Club in Se- on tour in Europe. Exiled Poles parade
in
Paris. British pilots drop leaflets over
attle; Emma Bratland, vice-presiGermany. Tornado in Shreveport. Bombdent
Jack
;
Redmond,
treasurer
;
Berers in mass flight over California. Dahls
nice Kelly, secretary.
in
reunion.
Patrick's
parade bonnets.
in New
York.
TexasSt.quads
in Easter
All- Star baseball game. Colorado vs. Duquesne basketball game.
Gradwell Sears, Burgess MerePARAMOUNT NEWS, No. 58— Design
dith, Guy Bolton, Joseph Lee, Nat
new liner in California. Tornado hits
Karson, Ben Boyar, Donald Gibbs for
Shreveport, La. Beauty contest at Coral
and Sidney Phillips lunching at Gables. Mine blast in Ohio town. Police
Sardi's yesterday.
dogs trained in California. Train wreck
in Texas. Sumner Wells in Paris. French
•
censors pass war films. Ambulance driver in Finn war returns here. Harold
Dahl returns from Spain. Doctors study
Jacques Tourneur, M-G-M director, is here making background shots battles
wrestler's
Gino features;
Garibaldi. deformed "Angel"
RKO PATHE NEWS, No. 70^Coal mine
for "Andy Hardy Meets a Debutante."
explosion in Ohio. American Legion forms
•
war-aid bureau. U. S. volunteers return
from wars. Dam controversy in Oklahoma.
Harry Cohn will leave for the All-Star
baseball game. Girls apply for
Coast Sunday.
Aquacade jobs. Police dogs complete training in Califonria.
Colorado vs. Duquesne
basketball
game.
UNIVERSAL NEWSREEL, No. 859— St.
Patrick's dparade
in Newregistry.
York. Greek
ships
transferre
to Swiss
Bombers
Philly WB Theatres span Yosemite Valley. Tornado in Shreve(Continued from page 1)
port, La. Coal mine blast in Ohio. Models
don glass hats. Dogs trained for nolice
the operation of Warner theatres here, work.
Stratoliner in test flight. Harold
Dahl home from Spain. Cleveland baseball
it
was
declared.
The
"road
call"
was
team m training. Colorado vs. Duquesne
the result of pressure brought upon basketball
game.
Browne by Joseph N. Weber, A.F.M.
president, as a result of the failure of
Warners to effect a settlement with
the union last week at a meeting in
Atlas
Won't
Miami.
Affect Merger
Film Holdings
Neither Krouse nor William HarrThe proposed merger of Atlas Corp.
er, who heads the stagehands unit, and Curtiss-Wright Corp. will have
would comment on the strike notice.
no effect on the investment company's
Since _ Ted Schlanger, Warner head interests and holdings in RKO and
here, is still in Florida, no other the- Paramount, an Atlas spokesman said
atre official would make any statement yesterday.
on the situation.
Holdings in the two film companies
At the Musicians' Union, A. Rex would be included with the Atlas
Riccardi, secretary, said that Warners special investments which would be
had made no attempt as yet to contact turned over to a new investment comthe union and the feeling is that the
pany. The new company will retain
circuit will fight the "road call" in the Atlas name and Floyd B. Odium,
court.
Atlas president, will devote most of
Riccardi further pointed out that said.
the threatened walkout would not be his time to the new company, it was
in violation of the I. A. contract with
Warners which is still in force since
MOTION PICTURE
all contracts of both unions are subject to a mutual assistance contract
between the A. F. M. and I. A.
DAILY
(Registered U. S. Patent Office)
Published daily except Saturday, Sunday and
Industry Abandons
holidays by Quigley Publishing Company,
1270 Sixth Avenue, Rockefeller Center,
Fair Exhibit Plans Inc.,
New York City. Telephone Circle 7-3100.
Plans for industry participation in Cable address "Quigpubco, New York." Martin Quigley, Editor-in-Chief and Publisher;
the N. Y. World's Fair this year were Colvin Brown, Vice-President and General
formally abandoned yesterday. No Manager; Watterson R. Rothacker, Vicefurther meetings on the subject will President; Sam Shain, Editor; James A.
Cron, Advertising manager; Chicago Bureau,
be held.
624 South Michigan Avenue, C. B. O'Neill,
Principal reason advanced for the manager;
Hollywood Bureau, Postal Union
Boone Mancall, manager, Wildropping of the proposal was the Life Building,
Weaver, Editor; London Bureau, 4,
limited amount of time available to Goldenliam RSquare,
London Wl, Hope Williams,
the companies for planning and effect- manager, cable address "Quigpubco, London." All contents copyrighted 1940 by Quiging exhibit arrangements.
ley Publishing Company, Inc. Other Quigley
In addition, several of the companies
publications:
Motion Picture Herald, Better
were not inclined to appropriate funds Theatres, International
Motion
Picture class
Almanac and Fame. Entered
as second
for the purpose at this time and still
others were undecided on the type of matter, Sept. 23, 1938, at the post office at
New York, N. Y., under the act of March
exhibit which they believed should i,
1879. Subscription rates per year $6 in the
represent the industry.
Americas and $12 foreign. Single copies 10c.
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Pullman porters on the Forty-Niner
who answered to the names of
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Hollywood

Review

Virginia City
(Warners)
Hollywood, March 19. — Produced and introduced in the showmanly
"Batch," "Butch," and "Snookey."
Barney Oldfield, Lincoln news- tradition of last year's "Dodge City," this vigorous western melodrama
paperman and radio commentator, left contains all of the things that have made for success in this field of entertainment for a quarter of a century. It is a bigger picture than
the party at Grand Island, Neb. It
is said of him that he sees more pic- "Dodge City," tells a more vital story in greater detail and supplies
tures than any other man in the world. showmen with a more formidable list of box-office names for marquee
He is generally introduced over sta- and ad copy. It would seem plausible to conclude that it will exceed
tion KFOR as "the man who makes
that can
picture's
notable
test
determine
that.profit record, although only a period of public
his business his pleasure."
Perhaps by this time, Harry OshThe names of Errol Flynn, Miriam Hopkins, Randolph Scott, Humrin, New York lawyer and owner of
phrey Bogart, Alan Hale, Guin Williams, Frank McHugh and John
"Tobacco Road," who went on to Litel stand out from a long cast list. The name of Michael Curtiz,
Hollywood from Reno, may have
closed with Warners for a film ver- director accountable for this picture, for "Dodge City" and an imposing
sion of his Broadway play. Before sequence of Warner action hits, is a guarantee no showman should
departing for the Coast, Oshrin, as fail to bring to the attention of his public.
well as Jake Wilk, eastern studio
The story, an original by Robert Buckner, is billed as historically acrepresentative for Warners, stated that
curate and the film seems to bear out the billing. The time is the latter
no deal had yet been made.
months of the Civil War and the plot hinges upon an attempt of Southern
"Tobacco Road" is the show to
which 20th Century-Fox has claimed sympathizers in Virginia City to transport $5,000,000 in gold bullion to
prior film rights.
the Confederacy. Flynn plays a Union officer sent to prevent the shipHarold Cohen of the Pittsburgh- ment.
Post-Gazette got the surprise of his
Scott plays a Confederate officer commissioned to bring it in. Miss
life at Reno when he discovered that Hopkins is seen as a dance hall girl loved by both men and whose
while gambling is permitted to run
with the Southern cause conflicts with her romantic interest
wide open at all times he was unable sympathy
to buy a pack of cigarettes in the city in the Union officer. Bogart is melodramatically present as a bandit who
on Sunday. Also, that most of the wants the gold for himself. There are many sequences of violent action,
city's drug stores harbored gambling many battles, chases, finally the long adventure of the wagon train
machines but wouldn't sell cigarettes. carrying the gold. It is here that the story develops most power.
Cohen teamed on the trip with Karl
The picture is expensively produced and carefully integrated. RobKrug of the Pittsburgh Sim-Teleert Fellows served Hal B. Wallis as associate producer and Sol Polito's
graph, who once headed the publicity
division at the United Artists home camera caught many exteriors of vast beauty.
office.
Running time, 115 minutes.
"G."*
Roscoe Williams
Incidentally, Paramount's "Union
*"G" denotes general classification.
Pacific" was made closer to Virginia
City than was Warners' "Virginia
Officials of Finnish
City." shots
Some were
of the
Warner
film's Indianapolis Trust
location
made
in Arizona,
Fund
Yorke Guests
near Tucson. On the other hand,
Suit Is Dismissed
"Union Pacific" locationed for awhile
Emerson
Yorke,
producer of the
Indianapolis, March 19. — Judge
on the spur of the Virginia Cityshort,
"Finland
Fights"
for the FinnTruckee Valley Railway at Virginia Robert C. Baltzell of the U. S. Disish Relief Fund, was host at a dinner
trict
Court
here
has
dismissed
"with
City. That track once was used for
in the Trojan Room of the Wyndham
hauling ore from the Comstock lode. prejudice at the plaintiff's cost" the Hotel last night to officials of the
When the Forty-Niner arrived in Indianapolis Amusement Co. anti-trust Fund and those associated in the prosuit against major distributors. Also
duction of the film.
Chicago, Tom Gorman, RKO Thea- terminated was a counter-suit of the
tres division manager, and Bill Crouch
Finnish
Relief executives included
majors against the local firm, with
were at the station to say "Hello."
the
company
also
bearing
the
costs.
John Jay Hopkins, vice-chairman ; L.
Hollywood officials who were at
The action was brought by R. R. E. Thompson of RKO and Vincent G.
Reno averred that there may be anoperator of his own cirother transcontinental film junket Bair, cuitformer
motion picture dihere and now an executive of the Hart of ; the Fund's Sawtelle,
treasurer,
soon in cooperation with the Union Olson circuit. It is understood an and Y.vision Raymond
A.
Paloheimo
of the Finnish
Pacific Railroad. It was said that the
road has asked Warners to hold a agreement on settlement of the case consulate.
reached by the parties in interest
Others present were : John Weber,
national premiere annually at Omaha, awas
few
weeks ago, including payment to Jack Connolly, Harry N. Blair, Alois
with the help of the road.
Bair. The litigation began in 1931 and Havrilla, Al O. Bondy, Burgi Contner,
involved complaints arising out of the I. E. Lopert, Frank Barry, Walter A.
Committee
Completes old arbitration clauses, now outlawed. Donnelly, Charles W. Downs, E. E.
The Indianapolis Amusement Co. dis- Fogelson, Harry Glickman, E. A.
banded several years ago.
Hungerford, Edward Hyland, E. J.
Ampa's
Slate
Today
McGovern, George Mills, James P.
The Ampa nominating committee
Selvage, Al Sindlinger, Fletcher
will meet today to complete a slate Theatres Expect Big
for the annual elections.
Smith, James P. Cunningham, MauEaster Week
Trade
rice Kann, Abel Green, George MorEntertainment program for the
ris and Al Finestone.
Broadway first runs are preparing
Ampa
meetingincludes
tomorrow
at Dempsey's
Restaurant
Giovanni,
billed for a big upswing in business during Easter Week. Stage shows at
as "the world's greatest pickpocket,"
and Dannv Kaye, comedian recently the Music Hall, Paramount, Roxy Expect 900 at ITO
and Strand will feature an Easter
featured in the "Straw Hat Revue." theme.
Banquet Saturday
The CBS television department is
Nearly
900 reservations have been
Admission scales will not be raised
sponsoring the serious part of the
received for the seventh annual banmeeting, with Gilbert Seldes, director, and extra shows will be added if busiquet and ball of the New York I. T.
ness warrants. Easter Sunday will
and Worthington Miner as speakers.
O. A. Saturday night at the Hotel
find holdover films playing at the Astor.
Music Hall, Paramount, Capitol and
Lemke Rites Today
The grand ballroom will be espeAstor. "It's a Date" goes into the
cially decorated in a Spanish motif,
Troy, N. Y., March 19.— Funeral Rivoli on Thursday, "The Primrose
services will be held here tomorrow
Path" into the Roxy on Friday and which will be carried out in the orchestras. William Brandt is arrangfor James Lemke, 67, I.A.T.S.E. offi- "Virginia City" into the Strand on
cial and president of the Troy Labor the same day. Easter Sunday Suning a large entertainment program.
rise Services will be observed at the David Weinstock is general chairman.
Temple, who died on Sunday at LeonThe affair will start at 8 P. M.
Music Hall.
ard Hospital.

Slot

Protest

Machine

Films

Chicago, March 18.— James Roosevelt today defended his slot-machine
picture plan against the objections of
a group of local exhibitor leaders, who j
contended the coin-machine films
would constitute theatre competition.
The exhibitors contended shorts
eventually would be eliminated and
double and triple features would J^e j
necessary to meet the competiar .
They
the possibiffi1/
of
the emphasized
showing of also
salacious
films by
unscrupulous slot machine operators,
especially in taverns.
Roosevelt countered with the opinion
that the machines would make the
public more motion picture conscious,
and that it is better to have the
product supplied by reputable producers than by outsiders.
He said
machines
willthe
notdeal
be'
ready
for 90thedays.
He said
with Mills Novelty Co. has not yet
been signed. Roosevelt added that
he does not plan to use film stars for
the shorts. Hays Office approval will
be sought on the pictures. Roosevelt
left today by train for New York.
Denver Plans to Tax
Slot Machine Movies
Denver, March 19. — City licenses
are planned for the new coin-in-a-slot
motion picture machines. Harry Huffcity manager
for Fox,
in a letter toman,the
City council,
suggested
the
new machines might escape their just
share of municipal expense as well as
be unfair competition for theatres unless they paid their just share of supervision.
The proposed bill would make the
fees $200 for operators, $50 for each
machine placed by an operator, and
$100 oncationany
owner. machine owned by the loFamous

Players

Net

For Year $904,324
Toronto, March 19. — Famous Players Canadian Corp. has reported net
profit for the year 1939 of $904,324,
equal to $2.12 per common share. The
net compares with profit of $974,788,
or $2.32 per common share, for 1938.
Operating profit for the year ending
Dec. 31, last, totaled $2,145,258, compares with $2,231,659 in 1938. Surplus carried forward amounted to $3,846,486, an increase of nearly $500,000
over the previous year. Total assets
are put at $16,095,602. A first dividend of 25 cents per share for the
current year has been declared, payable March 30.
Basketball March 30
The Loew-Metro basketball team
will play the undefeated National
Screen Service team at the Riverside
Plaza Hotel March 30 to decide the
motion picture championship. The
Loew-Metro team, managed by Sidney Salitsky, is sponsoring a dance at
the hotel in conjunction with the
Finnish Film on Ukraine
game.
"The Tragedy of CarpathoUkraine," documentary film of the
turmoil in the European "Ukraine,"
has been completed under the supervision of Michael J. Gann. The film
Film
Corp.distributed here by Kobzar
will be
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{.Continued from page 1)
1935 to $14,000,000 in 1936 and $22,000,000 in 1937, dropped to $13,000,000.
Volume of business of the six companies for which complete information
is available, individually, was as follows, the commission reported:
Columbia pictures, $19,414,000 in
1938 against $20,101,000 in 1937;
Loews, $108,892,000 against $107,822,000; Paramount, $100,928,000 against
$104,186,000; Twentieth Century-Fox,
$58,201,000 against $56,172,000; Universal Pictures, $18,555,000 against
$16,396,000; Warner Brothers, $102,206,000 against $99,864,000.
With the exception of Universal
Pictures which showed a loss of $691,000, all of the six showed a profit for
1938, the smallest black figure being
$2,000 for Columbia. Profits of the
other four were: Loews, $9,918,000;
Paramount, $2,866,000 ; Twentieth
Century, $7,252,000 and Warners,
$1,930,000.
Neither Universal nor Warners paid
any dividends during the year, but
Columbia paid $326,000, Loews $6,485,000, Paramount $1,186,000 and Twentieth Century $4,899,000.
The total assets of the companies as
given in the report were: Columbia,
$18,560,000 in 1938 against $16,516,000 in 1937; Loews, $143,840,000
against $142,544,000 ; Paramount,
$118,224,000 against $120,219,000;
Twentieth Century-Fox, $60,703,000
against $60,364,000; Universal Pictures, $12,323,000 against $11,765,000,
and Warner Brothers, $174,369,000
against $177,544,000.

'Contraband'
London, March 19.— "Contraband," British National release, previewed tonight, dramatizes the work of the Contraband Control. It was made
in collaboration with the
British Admiralty.
A splendid documentary
film,
it translates
Navy's
wartime
role into the
absorbing
screen entertainment. Conrad Veidt is splendid as the
neutral ship captain.
Flanagan

Theatre
By

U.S.

Subsidized
Is Favored

FM

Daily
Asks

Feasible

Broadcast

Wednesday, March 20, 1940 >!

Radio

Plan
Brevities

Washington, March 19. — Submission of a "feasible" scheme of operation bycasters
frequency
was demandedmodulation
today by broadthe F.
C. C. as a prerequisite to any action
dispossessing television of the frequencies now assigned to that service and desired by the FM group.
Reluctance of the F. C. C. to act
before the FM broadcasters proved
themselves prepared to make the most
efficient use of the facilities sought was
voiced by Chairman James L. Fly during the cross-examination of Major
Edwin L. Armstrong, who concluded
two days on the stand.
Armstrong declared that the conflict
in which the FM group is engaged is
not with regular broadcasters, but with
the large assignment of ultra-high
frequencies made to television which
television cannot make use of.

Advisability of seeking a Government subsidy for legitimate theatres or
a national theatre directed and subsidized by the Government was referred
to a special committee for study by the
New
Philadelphia
council of Actors Equity yesterday.
Martin Popper, who was counsel
Trust Suit Started
for the Federation of Art Unions last
year, appeared before the council to
(Continued from page 1)
urge that Equity initiate such a move- triple damages totaling $330,000 plus
ment. Lloyd Gough, advocate of the
national theatre, will appear before the costs
attorneys' defendants
fees.
The anddistributor
in the
council next week. John Lorenz and
suit
are
:
Paramount,
RKO,
20th
CenMaida Reade were appointed as memtury-Fox, Columbia, Universal and
bers
of
the
committee
to
study
the
idea.
United Artists. Damages are asked
Allen Hewitt accepted the post of for Milgram's Rialto and Walton in
council member made vacant when the Germantown section of Philadelphia. It is charged in the complaint
Eddie Dowling retracted his accept- that zoning boundai ies were altered
ance. The three council members to
the nominating committee appointed after he took over the Walton so that
yesterday were Miss Reade, Dudley he was forced behind Warner's Bromley and Grange Theatres in clearance.
Digges and Glenn Anders. The reMilgram also charges that Warners
Fox Case Settlement
maining six members of the commit- altered the priority between their
tee will be selected at the next quarSedgwick and Germantown Theatres
terly meeting.
Needs O.K. by Court
so
that Milgram's Rialto was set back
No settlement has been made by
in obtaining product.
trustees of Fox Theatres Corp. in the
Still pending in U. S. District Court
case of William Fox, Milton C. WeisCoast Flashes
is a $225,000 damage suit filed Jan.
man, co-trustee with Kenneth Stein3 by the Admiral Theatre against the
reich, declared yesterday in correcting
same defendants in a similar situation.
reports of such a settlement, as pubHollywood, March 19. — Setting of
lished yesterday.
Weisman declared that an offer has a minimum number of weeks work Special Columbia
been made in the William Fox bank- guaranteed on deals with free lance
Awards
in Drive
as well as setting of miniruptcy case in New Jersey in an ef- directors
mum salaries will be sought by the
fort to settle the claim of creditors of
Special awards on short subjects
William Fox, and that such a settle- Screen Directors Guild when the bar- and serial sales will be made by Colcontract is reopened for
ment has been approved by the ref- changes, itgaining
umbia for its Montague 15th anniverwas decided today.
eree in bankruptcy.
sary campaign, now under way.
The awards will be made to the
Before the settlement is consumHaving completed his one picture bookers in the six exchanges having
mated, Weisman said, the claim of the
trustees against Fox must be disposed contract with M-G-M, W. R. Sheehan the highest billings on shorts and
of. The proposed settlement includes is leaving for New York in two weeks serials during the drive, which ends
an offer to the trustees, by the terms on business. The picture is "Florian." May 10. The bookers will work
of which mutual releases are to be
against quotas established on the basis
exchanged.
Joe Pasternak leaves tomorrow on of branch billings for the fiscal year
Also an amount of $80,000, now held The Chief, spending two days in ended June 30, 1939.
in reserve, is to be released to the Chicago and three in Philadelphia before going to New York.
general creditors of Fox Theatres
British Labor Asks
Corp., and all counsel fees incurred by
Fox Theatres or the trustees in conRetention of Quota
Don Ameche, suspended by Twennection with the claim against William
tieth Century-Fox recently for declinLondon, March 19. — Spokesmen for
ing to appear in a Paramount picture film
Fox are to be paid. The proposal will
labor interests pleaded before the
be submitted for consideration only if on a loanout, has been reinstated. He
Board of Trade yesterday for retenhas
been
assigned
the
leading
role
in
the Federal Court in New Jersey aption of the present quota and the emproves the settlement.
"Four Sons."
ployment of British personnel exclusively in all British films.
It is understood that RKO is nego'Lothario' Showings
tiating with Cary Grant and Irene
Budd Rogers to Coast
Leonard Goldstein has leased the Dunne to appear in a one-team picture
Warner Theatre on Broadway and annually for the next three years.
Budd Rogers, vice-president and
will reopen it April 14 for a premiere
general manager of Alliance Films
The Screen Actors Guild last night Corp. leaves for the Coast today acperformance and subsequent two-awas
readmitted to membership in the
companied byMaxwell Setton. They
day showings of "The Great Lothario." The film is a revised version Los Angeles Central Labor Council in will confer with Erich Pommer and
of "The Medicine Man," produced by a hectic session during which the re- Charles Laughton, with whom Setton
Phil Goldstein for Tiffany Pictures in affiliation application of the Moving was associated in England. En route,
1930. Astor Pictures will distribute nied.
Picture Painters Local 644 was de- Rogers will visit Alliance franchise
holders.
the film nationally.

HAVING
contended
some time
that
amplitudefor modulation
transmission in the ultra-high f requen- j
cies is free from static, that it is true
high fidelity broadcasting, and thalM
it is far more practicable than frequency modulation, RCA will attempt J
to
it byNBC
broadcasting
k "f rsle t
of prove
regular
programsthree
ove^j
audio channel of W2XBS, the tefevi- |
sion station, starting today.
The broadcasts will take place be- :i
tween 7 and 10 P. M. at times when
the television programs are not on thai
air. Besides providing an argument ;
against the Armstrong FM system, it
is believed that the programs will
provide an additional sales argument
for television set dealers.
Personalities in the News
Frederick Mordaunt Hall, film critic
for the New York Times for 12 years,
and more recently drama critic for
the Boston Evening Transcript, has
joined the magazine division of CBS
publicity
HallFilm
was Co.
man-of
aging department.
director of the Fox
London from 1919-1921. . .
Howard Keefe, formerly western
advertising manager of the American
Magazine, joins the Mutual sales staff
in Chicago on Monday. . . . Miriam
Hopkins, Adolph Menjou and Ray
Milland will be heard in the Screen
over
.
Guild CBS.
show. .Sunday
at 7:30 P. M.'
Circuits

Start

Vaude

Union Negotiations
(Continued from page 1)
tive secretary, came to the meeting
with a lengthy mineographed contract
already drawn. He was accompanied
by
representatives
the American
Federation
of RadioofArtists
and the
Screen Actors Guild, which have ordered their memberships to refuse to
work in the vaudeville field except
where A.G.V.A. is recognized.
Earlier in the day Haddock had met
with labor officials at the New York
World's Fair, but no decision was
reached on the demand for a closed
shop
at the Fair. A final decision is
due Monday.
Present at the vaudeville conference
were L. E. Thompson and William
Howard of RKO ; Irving Lesser of
Roxy ; Al Reid of the Fabian circuit ;
Robert M. Weitman and Harry Leonard of Paramount; Frank Phelps of
Warner Bros. ; Harold Janecky of
Skouras Theatres ; William Brandt of
Brandt Theatres ; Marvin Schenck, C.
C. Moskowitz and Sidney Piermont of
Loew's ; James Porter, attorney for
A.G.V.A. ; Stephen Kent of Screen
Actors Guild; Phil Irving, president
of the New York local of A.G.V.A.,
and Haddock.
Approve Odeon Plan
For Soldier Matinee
London, March 19. — Oscar Deutsch,
head of the Odeon Circuit, has obtained the permission of the London
County Council for a free show on
Sunday afternoon, April 7, at his Leicester Square theatre for the British
armed forces.
The Cinematograph
Exhibitors
Association had protested
vigorously
shows.
against Deutsch's plan for the frea

A

The

Radio

Statement

Corporation

IT IS NOW POSSIBLE for the RCA to
announce the extension of its plans,
to provide, first, a regular television program service in the New York area;
second, the offering to the public of receiving sets at moderate prices within the
reach of the average American family;
and third, the initial step in the construction of a television radio relay system as a
means of interconnectingtelevision transmitters for simultaneous service to and
from other communities.
An improved program service has been
evolved by the National Broadcasting
Company, and is now available to residents in the New York area within the

by

of

America

entertainment value of the programs.
In order to provide every facility for the
expansion of television service throughout the nation, RCA has licensed more
than 45 competing manufacturers to use
its inventions for the manufacture of television receiving sets. RCA also has
licensed others in the industry to use its
inventions in building television transmittingstationsandmanufacturingstudio
equipment.
In developing television and making
possible the simultaneous transmission
of sight and sound through space by radio,
the Radio Corporation of America has
translated many years of pioneering technical research, and the expenditure of
many millions of dollars, into a public
service.
In this evolution of an engineering
achievement into a public service, it has
been necessary for RCA to draw on its

on

utilization of every form of artistic talent,
and is capable of an almost unlimited
expansion of service to the public.
We urge, therefore, that the residents
of the New York metropolitan area
acquaint themselves with the interesting
television program service now made
available by the National Broadcasting
Company. RCA Victor dealers throughout the area are ready to demonstrate
the new combination television and
radio receivers, which reflect in their
price a reversal of usual merchandising
methods. The prices at which these
receivers are offered are based upon
quantity production before volume sales
have been realized.

transmission range of the RCA transmitter atop the Empire State Building.
As soon as network relays are erected,
the National Broadcasting Company will
provide a program service for other communities. This relay service also will be
available to other broadcastin g co mpan ies
desiring to transmit television programs.
During the past ten monthsRCA Victor
Television Receivers have been sold
throughout a wide service area in and
around New York City. The owners of
those sets, some living as far as 90 miles
from the transmitter, regularly see and

experience in all fields of radio. Worldwide communication knowledge, development and manufacture of every

We invite the participation of the public in this effort of American private
enterprise to create a new art and new

type of radio apparatus, and the creation of a national broadcasting program
service, each have contributed to the
fundamental requirements of a television service for the home.

industry, which should provide additional employment for the human and material resources of the nation, and contribute to greater prosperity and happiness for all of us in the years ahead.

hear NBC's television programs. They
report fine, clear reception. They
are enthusiastic about the technical performance of their RCA Victor Television Receivers, and the quality and

A great new industry, therefore, is in
prospect which will call on the technical
and financial resources of the radio industry. Television affords great promise
in the creation of a new art and the

RADIO

CORPORATION
RADIO

Thrilling Dramas and Plays

Exciting Boxing Bouts

CITY

• NEW

Plans are under way for the construction of a television radio relay service
between New York and Philadelphia.
It is contemplated that similar connections with other cities will follow.
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Studios
[Britain's
Quota

Film

to

Another

Stay
Year

Parliament Closes Today
Without Revising Law
London, March 20. — The present
British film quota will continue during the next quota year, beginning
April 1. This was assured today,
since Parliament will close tomorrow
for a holiday extending until late in
April.
At the start of the war last September, it was decided to continue the
present quota for six months from Oct.
1, and then to take action if such were
needed.
All indications point to a long postponement of any action relative to a
new quota based on film costs rather
than footage, as at present, or any
other amending film legislation. Meanwhile, the present quota continues.
Financial circles have indicated that
the Government is closely studying
the plan for a Films Credit Bank, and
that a similar study is under way by
the Bank of England. However, observers doubt any Government announcement inthe matter before the
Fall session of Parliament.
Practically all American companies
are ahead of their quota requirements
for the current quota year. Their
ability to meet those obligations in
the next period, however, is dependant upon the production situation in
England in ensuing months.

Ascap
Pact

Bares
Terms

Radio

Freeman's Recipe
For Settling Suit
Y. Frank Freeman, vicepresident of Paramount in
charge of production, during
his examination yesterday in
the Government's anti-trust
suit, gave his own recipe for
a settlement of the suit. He
said:
"One way of settling this
dispute is to let these fellows (referring to the Government) run a studio for
about six weeks. Then they'll
say: 'Give the whole industry
back to the Indians.' "
Korda
Two

Plans
Films

First
in

U.S.

Preparatory to organizing an
American production company which
is scheduled to make two pictures in
Hollywood during the new season, Alexander Korda yesterday named Morris Helprin as his new production
assistant here.
Helprin, who for the past four
years has been American publicity and
advertising representative for Korda,
will leave for the Coast Monday to
begin his new duties in connection
with the shooting of final sequences
for "Thief of Bagdad."
Emanuel
Korda's
ican salesSilverstone,
representative,
alsoAmerwill
leave for the Coast on Monday to
assist the producer with the organization of his new Hollywood production company. He will be engaged
for about two weeks on financial and
business phases of the organizing work
and
after. will return to New York thereKorda will leave for the Coast to(Continued on page 4)

Will

and

Unions

Resume

War

Charity

Wage

Film
Parleys

Next

to

Have

Week

Negotiations between producers and
studio unions are expected to be resumed some time next week, Y. Frank
Freeman,
chairman of the Producers'
terday.
Association
labor committee, said yes-

Super

Talent

Stars, Directors,
Give Services

Writers
Free

Freeman said he plans to leave for
Hollywood, March 20. — Preparathe Coast on Friday but would not be
tions moved swiftly ahead today as
immediately available for the negotia- studio executives, stars, directors and
tions after his arrival in Hollywood writers all eagerly pledged their supMonday.
port to the film project whose profits
Freeman said he had wired J. W. will be exclusively shared by charity
Buzzell, executive secretary of the organizations in the United States and
Los Angeles Central Labor Council abroad.
Production of the feature-length picand vice-chairman of the unions' wage
ture, described as starring a cavalcade
conference, asking that a date for resumption of the wage negotiations be of internationally-famous actors of
set for the middle or end of next British and French origin, will be
week, in response to a wire from Buz- started soon with top-flight acting
producing talent contributing their
zelldate.suggesting tomorrow as a tenta- and
services free.
tive
President George J. Schaefer of
RKO will advance funds for financing
of the project, free of charges save
Admission
Tax Yield
the interest, and the film will be distributed internationally through that
Jumps
in February
company's exchanges at actual cost.
Entire profits of the venture are to
Washington, March 20. — February go to the Community Chest, which
collections of the Federal admission embraces 88 member charities, the
tax totaled $1,852,764, compared with British and French Red Cross and
$1,486,534 in January and $1,503,127 the war charity organizations of Belin February, 1939, it was reported togium, Finland and each nation where
night by the Internal Revenue Bureau. the film is to be exhibited.
With both January and February
The decision as to which nations
collections at a high level, the total will be included in the distribution
for the two months, $3,339,298, was plans rests with a board of trustees,
$272,000 above the $3,067,261 col- yet unnamed, which will be headed by
lected in the same period last year. Dr. A. H. Giannini, campaign chairFor the first eight months of the
man of the Los Angeles Community
fiscal year, the bureau reported, admis- Chest. The trustees will determine
sion tax collections reached $14,059,- how the earnings shall be allocated.
383, an increase of $677,000 over the
saidDr.: Giannini, in describing the film,
$13,381,836 reported a year ago.
''This will be the first great motion
(Continued on page 4)

Today

Terms
of Ascap'sarenewscheduled
contractsto for
radio
broadcasters
be
made public today following a meeting of Ascap officials with a selected
list of station operators.
The Ascap radio committee completed its report on the new contracts
at a meeting yesterday and the report
was turned over to the Ascap board of
directors at a special session last night.
The board cleared the contract for
submission to broadcasters today after
accepting the committee report.

Freeman

Explains

Affiliations

in

Paramount Pictures first embarked
on a policy of acquiring theatres because exhibitor associations had cut
down its film outlets, Y. Frank Freeman, production head, declared yesterday at a pre-trial examination in
the Government's
New York antitrust suit.

Later in the examination, Freeman
The general effect of Ascap's new
terms will be to lower the rates pay- lectured Special Assistant Attorney
able to the society by the smaller, General Robert L. Wright on the imindependent stations, while increasing
portance of theatre affiliation with
it for networks and program originatproduction companies, stating that "it
ing stations.
is almost essential." Freeman conThe contracts will not go into effect
tinued that the "three parts of the inuntil next Jan. 1, but Ascap hastened
dustry are interwoven" and that thea(Continued on page 7)
tre owners could not plan ahead in

Trust

Theatre
Inquiry

paying rentals and meeting union
wages if they faced uncertainty in obtaining product.
At the close of Freeman's testimony,
the Government announced that it may
examine Adolph Zukor, Paramount
board chairman, next week with Special Assistant Attorney General Paul
Williams, who is slated to try the
suit, conducting the quiz.
William F. Rodgers, M-G-M sales
manager, will take the stand on Tuesday and Neil F. Agnew, vice-president
of Paramount in charge of sales, will
testify on Wednesday.
Freeman also spoke on the necessity
(Continued on page 4)

New

Union

Formed

By Rebel I A Chiefs
Hollywood, March 20. — Presaging
a possible lengthy battle against certain leaders of I.A.T.S.E., several
former members of the Alliance who
refused a "thanksgiving amnesty"
proffered them when an insurgent attempt to overthrow the regime failed
last Fall, today filed in Sacramento
incorporation papers for "Hollywood
and Culver City Studio Technicians
The incorporators are George H.
Davis, Charles Guthrie, Charles Ross
LocalAttorney
37."
and
Howard Hurd, the latter one-time business representative
of Photographers Local 659.
Davis, Guthrie and Ross were rebel
leaders of the since dissolved Studio
Technicians Local 37 of I.A.T.S.E.

Motion

Picture

AGVA

i

Purely

Personal

See 'Win
Want
ons
Patrd'?
Poll toAsks
►

SIDNEY R. KENT, president of
20th Century-Fox, left yesterday
with Mrs. Kent for Florida. They
will be gone about two weeks.
•
William F. Rodgers, Howard
Dietz, George Weltner, John
Hicks, Russell Holman, Harry
Brandt, Ed Saunders, Max A.
Cohen, Sidney Phillips, Louis
Blumenthal, Leon Netter, Ted
O'Shea and William Orr at Nick's
Hunting Room in the Astor for lunch
yesterday.
•
Charles E. McCarthy, Adolph
Zukor, Barney Balaban, Leonard
Goldenson, Michael Whalen, Helen Mack, Vinton Freedley, Burgess Meredith, Louis Calhern,
John D. Hertz, Jr., Arthur Mayer,
Milton Shubert, Jack Kirkland
and Maurice Evans lunching at Sardi's yesterday.
•
Victor M. Shapiro left by air for
Hollywood last night to resume his
publicity campaign for Ellis E. Patterson, lieutenant governor of California, who plans to run for U. S.
senator from that state. Shapiro
came East to attend funeral services
for his only sister.
•
Bill Saal, Republic studio representative, isin Kansas City in connection with the forthcoming opening
of "Dark Command" at Lawrence,
Kas. He flew here for a conference
with H. J. Yates early this week.
•
Loren L. Ryder, head of the Paramount studio sound department, will
come to New York with a group of
Hollywood sound technicians to attend the annual convention of the
S.M.P.E. here, April 5.
•
Fred Ostreicher, publicity director
of Loew's Broad and Ohio, Columbus,
will conduct a class in motion picture
appreciation at the Adult School of
Ohio State University.
•
Bernie Kreisler, Universalis Washington manager, returned to Washington by plane yesterday after three
weeks at the studio as part of his
prize for winning a sales drive.
•

Calais, Me., March 20.— The
State Theatre here is polling
patrons on whether they wish
to see "Gone With the Wind"
at increased prices of 75
cents to $1.10. The vote is by
printed ballot. If the majority
votes "Yes," the theatre will
book the film for two or three
days. Calais is on the United
States-Canada border and
residents on both sides of the
line are voting.

RKO

Foreign

Sales

Drive Is Launched
The RKO foreign department has
launched the Phil Reisman Treasure
Chest Contest, based on the amount of
billings, among 27 contestants in countries throughout the world. The contest will run 15 weeks, with prizes to
be - awarded for the best weekly performance and for the full period.
Principals in charge of the various
territories competing in the contest
honoring the general manager of the
foreign department, are : Ralph Hanbury, United Kingdom ; Ralph R.
Doyle, Australia and New Zealand ;
Reginald Armour, Belgium, BohemiaMoravia, Egypt, France, Holland,
Portugal, Rumania, Spain, Sweden,
Switzerland ; Leon Britton, China,
Dutch East Indies, India, Japan, Philippines, Straits Settlements ; Nat Liebeskind, Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Peru ;
Gus Schaefer, Cuba, Mexico, Panama,
Puerto Rico, Trinidad.
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Mexico
Vaudeville

Drive
Film

Having successfully initiated negotiations for recognition in New York,
the American Guild of Variety Artists
will start a drive this week in Chicago and Pittsburgh.
In Pittsburgh, the Central Trades
and Labor Council has issued a call
to all performers to organize a local
of A.G.V.A. in that city. Hoyt S.
Haddock, A.G.V.A. executive secretary, leaves today by plane for Chicago where he will confer with local
officials there and address a membership meeting After conferences about
Midwest conditions, he will proceed to
Pittsburgh.
Major circuits here will separate
the problems of vaudeville circuits and
motion picture presentation houses for
the purposes of discussions with
A.G.V.A. It was decided yesterday
to have two committees, one representing vaudeville and the other presentation houses. Each committee will
meet with A.G.V.A. separately, and
there is some talk of having a third
committee to discuss one-night stands.
Neufeld

Takes

Over

Producers Pictures
Hollywood, March 20. — Sigmund
Neufeld Productions, Inc., has been
organized here to take over the production obligations of the defunct Producers Pictures Corp. The company
will start shooting March 27 on a
schedule of 15 pictures, of which eight
will be westerns.
Harry Rathner of New York, formerly Eastern representative of Ben
Judell of Producers Pictures, will
head the sales organization, the corWest Orange to Get
porate title of which is now being
'Edison' Premiere discussed. Bob Steele's contract to
M-G-M will hold the world premi- head the "Sagebrush Family" series,
ere of "Edison, the Man" at West started by Judell, has been taken over
Orange, N. J., home of the family of by the Neufeld unit. Tim McCoy will
Thomas A. Edison and the Edison appear in four westerns. Three of
laboratories. The film is being edited seven melodramas are : "Sons of the
and date of the premiere is indefinite, Finest," "Wolf Cry" and "Skip
although it is planned for mid-May.
Frank Whitbeck, M-G-M studio advertising manager, has left for the
Chiefs
Coast after four days here supervising Exploitation
Tracer."
the production of a one-reel short
which will be released in conjunction
Picked
'Cyclops'
Eastern
and for
Western
exploitation
with "Edison, the Man."
Herman Hoffman, assistant to divisions have been set up by ParaWhitbeck, is shooting the short at country. mount for special work on "Dr.
West Orange. The subject will be Cyclops" engagements throughout the
released before the feature as an inAlec Moss, home office exploitation
troductory film on Edison's work. Its manager, will direct the Eastern divtitle will be "The Wizard of Menlo
ision. Working under him will be
Park." Hoffman leaves for the Coast A. Maxwell Joice, with headquarters
late this week.
at Pittsburgh ; Bud Getschall, Atlanta ;Thomas Jefferson, New York, and
two addition exploiteers to be selected
Nick Loses Request
later.

Jack Sichelman, assistant to Herman Wobber, 20th Century-Fox general sales manager, returns today from
Chicago where he made plans for the
annual sales convention April 12.
•
Lou Phillips, manager in New
Haven for the Modern Theatre EquipFor St. Louis Retrial
ment Co., has left for a three-week
Florida vacation.
St.' Louis, March 20. — Circuit
•
Judge Oakley has overruled a request
for a new trial in the case in which
Thornton Hee, Disney director he permanently enjoined John P.
generally known as Tee Hee, is due
Nick, former boss of the Motion Pictoday from the Coast for a few weeks'
vacation.
ture Operators' Union, and his chief
aid, Clyde Weston, from interfering
•
in affairs of the union in the future.
Linda Darnell, 20th Century-Fox Defense counsel has indicated the case
player, is due from the Coast Mon- will be appealed to a higher court.
day for her first visit in the East.
Ross Promotes Jolley
Truman H. Talley, chief of
B. E. Jolley, research production
Movietone News, is vacationing in manager for Ross Federal Research
Miami.
Corp., has been appointed director of
•
research planning and production.
M. D. Clofine, editor of Nezvs of John Holzapfel succeeds him as rethe Day, is in Miami.
search production head.

Cliff Lewis, studio publicity and advertising manager, will direct the
Western division. On his staff will be
Ben Hill, Dallas ; Carl Kreuger, Chicago ; William Lansburg, Kansas
City, and an additional man for the
Pacific Coast to be named later.
John Golding Dies
St. John, N. B., March 20.— John
N. Golding, assistant manager of the
Capitol here for the past 20 years,
died after a short illness. His only
brother, W. H. Golding, was manager
of the Capitol. A son is W. R.
Golding, manager of the Community,
West St. John, and a daughter is the
wife of Reginald G. March, manager
of a St. John film exchange.

Nates

By JAMES LOCKHART
Mexico City, March 20. — Gros
monthly
of all local film$216,500
house1
amounts income
to approximately
according to the report of the MuniaJ
ipal Treasurer.
^ft^
There are 71 active film theJw^]
the city, which has a populatio^L
1,500,000. The average top admissitfl
price is 16 cents. The average wag
of the working population of the cit;
is about $45 per month.
Total average monthly expenditur
on entertainment in the city is abou
$350,000. Bull fights, second to th
screen in popularity, draw about $37,
500 per month, and legitimate theaj
tres approximately $33,500.
Rene Cardona, Mexican producer
plans a series of 12 features this year
Station XEW is now the mosl
powerful in Mexico City by virtue o.
an increase in power to 200,000 watt]
resulting from the installation of ai'
antenna tower 250 feet high. It starte(
in 1930 with 5,000 watts.
N.

Y. Senate

Passes

Recording

Measure

Albany, March 20.— The bill o|
Senator C. D. Perry to outlaw unij
authorized recording of broadcasts b}|
artists, orchestras and others withouj
their permission has passed the N. Y
State Senate.
Assemblyman
RussellWorks
Wright's
amending
the Public
Law
regulate billboard advertising,
been advanced to third reading
final action before adjournment of
state legislature next week.
Units

Back
Drive

bilt(
ha:!
foil
th<;

C.E.A.
on

Rentah

London, March 20. — Various local
branches of the Cinematograph Exhibitors Association are expected tc
authorize the national organization tc
prosecute a vigorous campaign for re-|
duced film rentals from distributors.
The C.E.A. committee charged with
the development of the fight on rentals
met today to plan a course of action
upon which it will report to the meeting of the general council next month
MOTION
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Hollywood, March 20. — Joseph
Weber, president of the American
Federation of Musicians, now visiting
Hollywood, said today that his trip
here is only for the purpose of recuperating from his recent serious illness.
Weber said that he would not carry
on negotiations with the majors for
returning musicians to theatres while
here.
Weber said he will soon go to Palm
Springs for 10 days and then return
to Hollywood. Accompanying him
were James Petrillo, Chicago A.F.M.
head, and Petrillo's daughter, also on
a pleasure trip.
Weber visited Pat Casey, producers'
labor contact officer, today but said
business was not disscussed.
Plans

First

Two Films in U.S.
(.Continued from page 1)
morrow. Plans for the first of the
two productions to be made in Hollywood for United Artists new season
release will be decided by him there
and arrangements will be made for a
studio location.
Korda also plans to produce two
additional pictures in England during
the new season.
Ampa Gets Slate Today
Ampa nominating committee yesterday selected the official slate of candidates for office which will be voted
on April 4. The committee, of which
Rutgers Neilson of RKO is chairman,
will report the slate at today's luncheon meeting at Dempsey's Restaurant.

Thursday

War

at

Freeman

Explains

in

(Continued from page 1)
of production companies having affiliation with theatres. "Every picture
produced today is a gamble," he said.
"The money spent on a film does not
warrant its success. It is therefore
essential that a production company
have, at least, the assurance of a
sympathetic
theatre
Paramount,
thengroup."
called Famous
Players-Lasky, formed Southern Enterprises in 1919 in conjunction with
S. A. Lynch Enterprises, to overcome
the difficulties presented by exhibitor
associations which were determined
not toman said.
buy Paramount product, FreeThese associations were determined
to build up a unit of distribution,
production and exhibition which would
control the industry, the film execu-

12:45

p. m.

SELDES

Director of Television Programs for CBS, speaks on

Television Replace
Assisted by:
WORTHINCTON

The

Horse?"

MINER

Formerly director for the Theater Guild, now with CBS Television
GIOVANNI
World's greatest pickpocket
. and
entertainers . of. all
time! one of the greater
DANNY

KAYE

Sensational comic of "Straw Hat Revue" and currently at
La Martinique
CAST

FOR

tive stated. To combat this threat,
Paramount entered the exhibition
field, he concluded.
Paramount does not regard money
spent on a film, proposed exploitation
or possibility of borrowing stars in
determining whether to loan out a
star, Freeman said earlier in the examination. The only factors to be
considered in deciding the question of
a loan were the type of story and part
to be played, the director and what
other
players would be in the film, he
declared.
Wright questioned the witness on a
large number of deals in which Paramount exercises joint control with
other companies of theatres. The
Government atttorney constantly consulted the confidential answers of
Paramount to interrogatories in drawing out details of these transactions.

A

Jack Dempsey's Restaurant
8th Avenue and 50th St.

GREAT

MEETING!

Members: $1.00
Non-members: $1.25

For

to

Have

Inquiry

Bill Hearing

of the state's anticonstitutionality
Ascap
law.
A three-judge Federal court, several
months ago, ruled that the Nebraska
anti-Ascap law was unconstitutional
and permanently enjoined the state
from enforcing it.

GILBERT

GREAT

Trust

The forbids
companythehastheatre
a "definite
rule"
which
department
from supplying the distribution branch
with information on licensing conMonday
at Omaha
tracts made by the theatres with other
Herman Finkelstein of Schwartz &
companies. "We observe the theatre
Frohlich, Ascap counsel, will leave for department's desire not to reveal the
Omaha today to represent the music terms of its deals," he stated.
licensing society at the Federal court
hearing there Monday on the Nebras- Two Weeks at State
ka petition for a new trial to test the
Ascap

presents

A

Charity

Theatre

Film
Affiliations

AMPA

44 Can
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Picture

First

Run

Film

Loew's State today starts a first run
of United Artists' "The House Across
the Bay" and a stage show headed by
George Jessel which will be held two
weeks. This is unprecedented, as
the Broadway house changes shows
weekly. It plays second run films as
a rule.
The strong Easter show was set to
parallel "Gone
With subsequent
the Wind"' runs
engagements at Loew
here. The film opens today at the
Valencia in Jamaica and the Paradise
in the Bronx for two weeks, and
March 28 at 11 Loew theatres in
Greater New York. Four additional
engagements will start April 4. Advance sale of tickets for the night
shows at the neighborhood theatres
totals about $185,000, according to the
circuit.
Jimmie Fidler, newspaper columnist
and radio commentator on films,
wound up a week's engagement with
Hollywood players in support at the
State last night. The gross was $28,500, against the house average of
$25,000. The film attraction was a
second
"Remember
Night."
Fidler run
and ofhis
company the
next
play
Loew's Capitol in Washington and the
Palace, Cleveland, making six weeks
of personal appearance in all. Balaban
& Katz cancelled the tentatively scheduled Fidler show which was to go into
the Chicago Theatre.

Paramount
Opening
'Eater9 in Georgia
Paramount will hold the world
premiere of "The Biscuit Eater" at
the Albany Theatre, Albany, Ga., on
April 11. City executives have voted
to finance a Chamber of Commerce
goodwill tour into Florida on behalf
of the film. Billy Lee, nine-year-old
star of the film, will make personal
appearances throughout Georgia. Y.
Frank Freeman, Jr., and Jack Dailey,
from the studio, will assist Adolph C.
Gortatowsky, Georgia exhibitor, with
plans for the premiere.

Talent
Super
(Continued from page 1)
picture the world has ever seen to
be made as super entertainment and
whose profits will be given entirely
and completely to charity." _
The picture will have a sto^ fiot
yet prepared, and will be entirely fictional without any propaganda significance, itwas explained.
Stars who have pledged their cooperation are Brian Aherne, Charles
Boyer, Madeleine Carroll, Ronald Colman, Errol Flynn, Cary Grant, Sir
Cedric Hardwicke, Charles Laughton,
Vivien Leigh, Herbert Marshall, Ray
Milland, Anna Neagle and Laurence
Olivier.
Directors and producers who are
volunteering their services are Alfred
Hitchcock, Frank Lloyd, Victor Saville, Robert Stevenson and Herbert
Wilcox.
A number of writers have promised
their services gratis.
The film will be produced at the
RKO studio with only union labor
personnel receiving compensation.
William Moorin, Hollywood representative of Odhams Press, British
publishing house, has established headquarters at RKO to handle the publicity for the enterprise and will function independently of the studio publicity department.

iere
s
9
in Texa
terner's
'Wes
PlanPrem

Plans for a world premiere of Samuel Goldwyn's
Texas
city will"The
be Westerner"'
discussed in inFt.a I
Worth today by Lynn Farnol, United
Artists advertising and publicity director,Circuit
with R.and
J. O'Donnell
of Interstate
Amon Carter,
Ft. 1
Worth publisher.
Farnol left for Texas by plane last
night and is scheduled to be back here
tomorrow. Prior to today's conference, there has been no decision made
on details of the picture's premiere.

'Passage9

Is Omaha

at $7,200
Omaha, Macrh 20.— "Northwest
Passage," single featured, pulled $7,200 at the Omaha Theatre for the best
of a fair week. Adverse weather and;
Highlight

Mikado" didfrom
not Bill
help. Robinson's "Hot
competition
Estimated takings for the week ending March 13-14:
"Dr. Ehrlich's
"Little
Orvie" Magic
(RKO) Bullet" (W.B.)
BRANDEIS
(1,200) (2Sc-35c-40c)
7 days.
Gross:
$4,100. — (Average,
$4,000)
"Northwest Passage" (M-G-M)
OMAHA(Average,
— (2,200) $6,000)
(25c-40c) 7 days. Gross:
$7,200.
"Remember the Night" (Para.)
"Young As You Feel" (20th- Fox)
ORPHEUM
(3,000) (25c-40c)
7 days.
Gross:
$7,200. — (Average,
$7,200)
Preview

Metro

Short

Shorts department of M-G-M is
planning an elaborate preview of "The
Flag Speaks," two-reel subject in
color, with Raymond Kelly, national
commander of the American Legion,
and
of other veterans'
and representatives
patriotic organizations
present.
The preview may be held shortly in
delphia.
the Betsy Ross Flag Hall in Phila- '
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Thursday, March 21, 1940

Radio

Brevities

first regular seTELEVISI
ries ofON'S
commercially sponsored
with
er" —photos,
— "Esso
progra
United msPress
news Report
and Acme
started last night, and did not appear
ta be an immediate threat either to
^H-newsreels or newspapers.
otill photos used to supplement news
summaries provided by a commentator
failed to reproduce with much clarity
or detail. Photo captions were diffisult to read and the announcer referred constantly to his script rather
than speak directly to his audience.
The selection of photos, although
varied in subject matter, could stand
considerable editorial improvement.
From the commercial standpoint, the
program proved that the actual exhibit of the product can be of immeasurable value, impressing it on the
audience's consciousness. High point
of the program was the effective use
of a map to describe the expected
path of the Queen Mary, when she
leaves New York, and the musical
scoring.
Use of a greater number of pictures
for each news event would probably
provide the animation which this type
of show needs most.
"Esso Reporter" will be televised
each Wednesday night.
Easter Parade on Air
Mutual, in accordance with its annual custom, will hive a tallyho Sunday for a trip down Fifth Avenue.
Dave Driscoll, director of special
events, will describe the Easter Parade from a perch atop the coach and
will interview his guests en route.
Included in his entourage will be
Ethel Merman and Bert Lahr, of
"DuBarry Was a Lady"; Monty
Woolley, of "The Man Who Came to
Dinner" ; Peggy LeBoutillier, Tony
Williams and Lucius Beebe, social
lights; Vyvyan Downer, Fox Movietone News fashion commentator ; and
Frank Carroll, sportsman.
Personalities in the News
Ronald Liss, juvenile actor in Bess
Johnson's "Hilltop House," has
founded a "Radio Boys Club," with
membership limited to youngsters
heard on daily network serials. A
vote decided against feminine members. . . .
Bill Slater, football sports commentator for WOR for three years,
has assumed a new role — emcee on
a children's show. He will be heard
over WOR Saturdays at 9:30 A.M.
in "Junior Spotlight." . . . Guy Lombardo, heard over CBS on Mondays
at 10 P.M., will bring his orchestra
back to New York from Hollywood
on April 15. . . .
Henry Lee Smith, who has been
guessing the native State of members
of the studio audience by the way they
pronounce key words over WQXR,
will start a weekly series called
"Where Are You From?" over WOR,
beginning Wednesday, April 3, at
8:30 P.M.
Smith, a lecturer at Columbia University, has been successful in his identifications about 75 per cent of the
time, according to WOR, and occasionally can name the section of the
city where a speaker was reared.

Motion

FM

to Replace

Picture

Present

Broadcasting

System in 10 Years, F.C.C. Advised
Washington, March 20. — Frequency modulation broadcasting will
not be ready to supplant the present system of broadcasting for
10 years, John Shepard. Ill, president of FM Broadcasters, Inc.,
testified before the F.C.C. today. The shift will be gradual, and
will not inconvenience either the industry or the public, he declared.
Shepard testified that the FM group wants assigned to it all the
frequencies between 41,000 and 44,000 k.c, parts of which are now
assigned to educational radio and television. He stated that FM
would not disturb the frequencies assigned to educational radio.
The 26,000 k.c. band now used by FM would be abandoned as unsatisfactory, hesaid.

NBC's
Rate

Short
Card

Wave
Revised

7

Daily

Albany
Booth

Bill

Asks

Restrictions

Albaky, March 20.— N. Y. State
Senator William Condon of Westchester County has introduced a bill
calling for sweeping amendments to
the General Business Law with relation to plans and specifications for the
construction of booths for projecting
motion pictures.
The bill provides that the projection
room shall be easy of access and shall
not open directly into the auditorium
or balcony unless a vestibule with fire
resistive doors is provided. At least
two means of egress from every proAscap Bares Radio
jection room containing more than
one projector also is specified. Access
Pact Terms
Today by trap doors is prohibited. Further,
all wires in the room shall be in con(Continued from page 1)
duit and the conduit system- thoroughly
their submission to the broadcasters grounded. Every projection room
due to the fact that stock purchase shall be provided with not less than
agreements and licensing commitments two approved fire extinguishers of not
of broadcasters with Broadcast Music, less than one-quart size. Each room
must be equipped with a type of enInc., will become due April 1.
closed film rewinder or separate fire
Broadcast Music, Inc., was organ- resistive rewinder room. The act is
ized by the broadcasters to develop a not to apply to cities which have local
music catalogue independent of Ascap laws providing for fireproof booths.
because of past dissatisfaction with
Ascap contracts and apprehension over
Ohio Tax Case Due
the terms of the new ones.

Expansion of the NBC campaign
for sponsors of programs over its two
short wave stations, WRCA and
WNBI, was announced yesterday by
L. P. Yandell, executive in charge of
at a Broadcasters'
wave sales,
short Session
Bull
luncheon.
A new rate card which will allow
sponsors to contract for a minimum of
13 weeks, instead of 52 weeks heretofore required, and for a minimum of
five minutes per program, instead of
15 previously, will be ready for release
within the next few weeks, Yandell
For Action in June
said.
The new rate card, the first ever Columbia
Columbus, March 20. — The manReported
damus suit of John V. Bostwick, a
to be prepared for short wave stations,
provides for unusually high discounts
taxpayer,
against the Ohio Tax ComIn Quota Film Deal
mission, seeking to enforce collection
and rebates in order to encourage purLondon, March 20. — It is under- of sales tax on film rentals, will not
chases of time for longer periods,
stood here that Columbia has almost be docketed before June at least, when
Yandell said. While 13 week shows
concluded
negotiations with Two the Franklin County Court of Apwill be permitted, the policy will be
peals, now conducting sessions in
to grant high premiums to longer Cities Films Co., producers of the other sections
of Ohio, reconvenes
shows.
film, "French Without Tears," to supply quota product for Columbia here. here.
Three languages will be used for
programs beamed to Latin America —
Spanish, Portuguese and English. Portuguese programs will cost less because of the smaller number of such
"The
DARK
COMMAND
language groups as compared with
RAOUL WALSH • DIRECTOR
those understanding Spanish or Engwith
lish, the rate card will provide.
Preliminary proofs of the rate card
combined for both short wave stations,
CLAIRE TREVOR • JOHN 99
were distributed at the luncheon.
WAYNE • WALTER PIDGE0N
Spanish and English programs will
ROY ROGERS • GEORGE HAYES • PORTER HAU
cost $300 per hour for Class A time
MARJORIE MAIN • RAYMOND WAIBURN
while Portuguese programs will cost
$180. Discounts range up to 20 per
cent for $300 weekly billings, and
rebates range up to 20 per cent for
52 week contracts.
Canada

Radio

Set

Sales at New High
Montreal, March 20. — Because of
the war, the radio industry in Canada
is enjoying a boom. Official reports
show that the production of radio sets
in Canada last year hit a new all-time
high record. People are demanding
better and more powerful sets.
The Dominion Bureau of Statistics
reports that 348,507 sets were produced in Canada last year, 246,707 of
them made in the last six months.
The year's total exceeds by more than
50,000 sets the former record year of
1931. The total value at list prices
of all the radio sets sold in Canada
last year amounted to $20,005,519.
Factor Dinner Friday
Chicago, March 20. — A testimonial
dinner for Max Factor, Great States
booker who has resigned to join
Pioneer Theatre Co. of Minneapolis,
will be held at the Congress Hotel,
Friday. The Chicago Bookers Club
is sponsoring the affair.
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Ascap's
Contracts

100% Boost in Payments
Draws Miller Attack
Disclosure yesterday of Ascap's
new contract terms for radio broadcasters drew a sharp response from
Neville Miller, president of National
Association of Broadcasters, who declared that payments proposed would
mean a 100 per cent increase.
"Ascap
overreached
itself
and has
has this
made time
demands
which
the broadcasting industry must resist
as
a matter of life and death," Miller
asserted.
Miller said that radio is now paying
Ascap $5,000,000 a year and that the
present demands would strengthen
Broadcast Music, Inc., which has 285
station members at the present time.
BMI was organized to originate
music sources independent of Ascap.
Concessions to Small Stations
Although making concessions to
small stations grossing $50,000 or less
per annum, the Ascap committee outlined aplan which would add a new
charge of
per cent of all revenue
received from sponsors to be paid by
the networks. At present there is a
flat charge of 5 per cent on commercial
programs for all stations with no
charge upon the networks.
Under the new plan, stations grossing $50,000_ or less would pay 3 per
cent of their gross ; "an intermediate
group," not defined specifically, would
pay 4 per cent ; large stations would
(Continued on page 8)

'IP Leaders

Buy

All

Of Cochrane's Stock
The entire Universal stock holdings
of R. H. Cochrane, former president
of the company, have been purchased
by a- group of 10 Universal executives, it was learned yesterday.
The purchasing group is known to
include J. Cheever Cowdin, Universal
board chairman ; Nate J. Blumberg,
president ; Charles D. Prutzman, vicepresident and general counsel ; Matthew J. Fox, vice-president ; Cliff
Work, vice-president and studio head ;
W. A. Scully, vice-president and distribution head, and Joseph H. Seidelman, vice-president and foreign department head.
Others reported to be participating
(Continued on page 2)

Of

Film

Industry

Proposed
Idea Offered

End of Government's
Film Service
Seen as House Committee
Denies Cash
Washington, March 21. — Termination of the film activities of the
U. S. Government is indicated in the refusal of the House Appropriations Committee to continue funds for the film service
operated by the Federal Security Agency.
The House committee denied the requested funds in reporting
the agency's supply bill for the fiscal year beginning July 1. The
radio service of the agency likewise was refused funds.
The Film Service had asked $106,000 for the coming fiscal year
and the radio service $40,000.
For the current year the film service received $168,500 from the
Public Works Agency, WPA and Farm Security Administration and
an additional $162,500 under a Works Projects Administration
Allocation, with which it completed "Fight For Life" and will
complete "Ecce Homo" before the end of the year.
"Fight For Life," produced for the U. S. Film Service by Pare
Lorentz, is currently playing on Broadway at regular admissions
and in competition with regular run films.

in Trust

Suit

Settlement Tatks; Plan
Similar to I. C. C.
Establishment of a Federal regulating body to oversee all phases of
film industry operations has been advanced by Washington sources as a
possible means of effecting an out-ofcourt settlement of the Government's
New York anti-trust suit, it was
learned yesterday.
The proposed Federal agency would
be similar in authority and purpose
to the Interstate Commerce Commission in its regulation of American
railroads and the Securities and Exchange Commission in its supervision
of the investment field.

Divorcement Big Obstacle
What chance the proposal has of
being accepted by the Department of
Justice and the industry is not known.
Ticket
Taxes
Disclose
Huge
It is claimed for the proposal, however, that it would provide a solution
for
the
Government's demand for outJump
in Broadway
Grosses
right divorcement of exhibition from
production and distribution by permitting defendant companies to retain
752
New
Theatres
February Earnings 70%
their theatre affiliations and operate
them subject to the Federal commisAbove January; Credit
sion's regulations.
Given to Hit Shows
Theatre divorcement has been the
Built in U. S. in '39
Washington, March 21. — There stumbling block throughout the current discussions of an out-of-court
Strong pictures and hit legitimate were approximately 67,129 motion picshows in the Broadway zone during
ture theatres in 98 countries through- settlement of the anti-trust suit. Both
February resulted in a pronounced rise
out the world on Jan. 1, 1940, accord- the Government and the defendant
have evidenced little or no
ing to a world market survey prepared companies (Continued
in amusement grosses.
on page 2)
Figures on Government admission by Nathan D. Golden, chief of the
Motion
Picture
Division
of
the
Bureau
taxes indicate an increase of about 70
per cent in amusement grosses on of Foreign and Domestic Commerce.
The 1939 total compares with a total
Broadway over January and about 30
,500,000 for First
per cent over February of last year. of 92,816 on Jan. 1, 1939. The large
Federal admission taxes collected decrease, Golden points out, is the reduring February in the third New
sult of the elimination in the 1939 fig- Paramount
Quarter
ures of nearly 30,000 socalled theatres
York district (Broadway zone) toParamount earnings for the first
Actually, these were nothtaled $706,814, compared with $192,- in Russia. (Continued
on page 4)
quarter of the current year, ending
(Continued on page 2)
March 31, are expected to be better
than the same period last year, and it
Smash
State Gross
RKO
Claims Likely
is estimated by Wall Street sources
that the earnings will reach about
To Reach $1,500,000
For 'House,' Jessel
Yesterday, the company reported es"House Across the Bay," Walter
The RKO trustee's final report on $1,500,000.
timated earnings after interest and
Wanger-United Artists film, got off the company's reorganization will be
to a strong start yesterday, the open- filed in U. S. District court on Mon- all charges for the fourth quarter
ing day of its scheduled two-week run
day, together with the final applica- ended Dec. 30, 1939, at $1,030,000.
tions for allowances of Irving Trust
The earnings do not include $245,aj: Loew's State on Broadway, with
an estimated $5,200 gross. The first Co., trustee, and its counsel for serv- 000 representing dividends received by
run is unusual, since the house usually
ices during the seven-year reorganiza- the corporation and its consolidated
changes weekly, with second run films tion.
subsidiaries from non-consolidated
Monday is the last day for filing the subsidiaries.
being used.
Estimated earnings for the year
The stage show is headed by George applications for allowances. It is estimated that the total of all applications ended Dec. 30, , 1939, are $3,870,000,
Jessel and Kitty Carlisle. With forthe neighborhood of $2,000,mer Mayor Jimmie 'Walker acting <;s will be in (Continned
including (Continued
$1,110,000,on the
on page 4)
(Continued on page 8)
pageshare
8) of- un-
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Picture

Grosses

Purely
Jump

Personal
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SILVERSTONE,
ICE
MAUR
United Artists chief executive,
will arrive from the Coast today following a month of conferences with
season's
anyon prod
compucti
. s• on new
plansucer
prod
E. C. Mills, chairman of the Ascap
administrative committee, went to
Trenton yesterday in connection with
the pending New Jersey anti-Ascap
bill. Mills will go to Washington on
a business visit of inforduration.
Monday definite
•
Nate Blumberg, Arthur Kelly,
Alan Freedman, George Weeks,
John Boles and Joseph Seidelman
lunching at Bob Goldstein's Tavern
yetserday.
•
Lynn

Farnol, United Artists advertising and publicity director, will
return from Ft. Worth by plane today.
Roy Bruder, manager of the Chicago Theatre, and Mrs. Bruder are
on a vacation trip to Cuba and Florida
They will be gone three weeks.
•
G. Ralph Branton, business manager of the Tri-States Theatres, Des
Moines, and Mrs. Branton, have re
turned from a three-weeks vacation in
California.
•
Jack Davis, head of Monseigneur
News Theatres, London, who has been
visiting here, will sail for England in
mid-April, returning here a month
later.
•
Lou Ginsberg, United Artists salesman in New Haven, will be married
to Rita Baum of Bridgeport, Conn,
at the St. Moritz Hotel here April 21
•
D. C. Kennedy, manager of the
Des Moines M-G-M exchange, with
Mrs. Kennedy, is spending a two
weeks vacation in Mexico.
•
A-Mike Vogel, chairman and editor
of Managers' Round Table of Motion
Picture Herald, celebrates a birthday
tomorrow.
•
Mort Blumenstock, Warners East
ern advertising and publicity director
returns Monday from the studio.
•
James R. Grainger, Republic president, is due back Monday from Boston.
Joseph Collard, M-G-M auditor
for Canada, observes a birthday Sunday.
•
Mrs.
Y. Frank
Freeman and
Zasu
Pitts were visitors at the
Paramount home office yesterday.
•
Hortense Schorr of Columbia will
will return from a Florida vacation
on Monday.
•
Albert Deane of Paramount will
return from Florida on Monday.
Alexander Korda will leave for
the Coast by train today.
Sam Forgoston of the M-G-M advertising department is the father of

on

Screen

(Continued from page 1)
233 in January and $514,748 in February, 1939. All types of admissions
over 40 cents are included.
Taxes levied on box-office ticket
sales rose from $154,644 in January to
$591,829 last month. This is $145,000
above the $446,555 reported for February last year.
While the month had only 29 days,
Lincoln's and Washington's Birthdays
swelled the takes at both film and legitimate theatres.
Among the big-grossing pictures
playing on Broadway during the
month were "Gone With the Wind"
at the Astor and Capitol ; "Grapes of
Wrath" at the Rivoli; "The Fighting
69th" at the Strand; "The Shop
Around the Corner" at the Radio City
Music Hall; "Of Mice and Men" at
the
Roxy,TheandAstor,
"Pinocchio"
the
Center.
Capitol, at
Rivoli
and Strand played the same attractions
during the entire month.
Legitimate productions on Broadway reached a peak for the season
during February, with 21 shows grossmonth.ing an estimated $900,000 for the

War

Pictures

Broadway

Friday, March 22, 1940

Daily

Gossip

Newsreel

in London

London, March 21. — The
first three Ministry of Information films, designed as
warnings against the spread
of war gossip, were privately
previewed here today. All of
them are excellent thriller
entertainment, pointing the
moral convincingly. General
distribution to all theatres
early in April will be handled
by Metro.

6U' Leaders

Buy

All

Cochr
ane's
(Continued
from page Stock
1)
in the purchase are : Peyton Gibson,
secretary and treasurer; Samuel I.
Machnovich, financial officer, and Milton Feld, producer.
The purchase price, number of
shares acquired and the manner of
distribution among the purchasers
were not disclosed. However, at the
time of Cochrane's withdrawal from
Universal in December, 1937, it was
reported that his holdings amounted
to almost 20 per cent of the common
Leading shows were "The Man
outstanding, having an estiWho Came to Dinner," "Life With shares mated
market value of $450,000 at
Father," "DuBarry Was a Lady," the time.
"Hellzapoppin'," ' "Too Many Girls,"
Universal's common has greatly ap
"Two for the Show," "The Male Anpreciated
in value since then, but it is
imal," "The Philadelphia Story,"
holdings
"Skylark" and "Margin for Error." have
that Cochrane's
probable
been reduced
in the interim.
There were fewer shows than in February last year but the aggregate
Griffith Bros. Beats
grosses were higher.
All other entertainment categories
State Lottery Action
participated in the improvement. Receipts from free or reduced rate adNebraska
City, Neb., March 21 —
missions increased from $2,256 to
Morton this week dis
S.
T.
Judge
$13,201 ; tickets sold by brokers from
missed
the
lottery action
$12,660 to $21,138; tickets sold by against Griffith state's
Bros. Amusement Co.
proprietors in excess of the estab- holding that the circuit's weekly good
lished price from $307 to $327; per- will cash award was not a violation
manent use or lease of boxes and seats of the state lottery laws.
from $9 to $36, and admissions to
Judge Morton held that a Nebraska
roof gardens and cabarets from $22,- lottery must have three things ^ prize,
356 to $80,282.
chance and consideration. He chose to
regard only money spent as consider
ation, which he did not find an in
U. S. Agency Urged
gredient necessary to winning the
To Govern Industry award. The goodwill plan awarded
(Continued from page 1)
a prize
the winner
ent or whether
absent and
had or was
hadpresnot
disposition to compromise on that sub- purchased an admission ticket.
The ruling is regarded as more
Responsible industry executives lenient than an earlier one on Bank
show
little
enthusiasm
for
the
Federal
ject.
In that case the effort exregulation suggestion and, according Night. pended
in registration of a contest
to reports, Department of Justice ant's name was held to be a consideration.
officials are not entirely satisfied with
it as a "cure-all," either.
The settlement discussions are likely
to be continued despite this disposition
toward present suggestions. However, failing in a compromise on or
alternative for theatre divorcement,
the impression is gaining in the industry that the anti-trust suit trial
will begin May 1 as scheduled.

Of

Associates Dance Set
Annual dinner dance of the Motion
Picture Associates will be held at the
Hotel Astor Thanksgiving eve, Nov.
27. The date was set early to permit
a drive for the sale of tickets and ad
vertising in the annual journal. The
organization has decided to hold regu
lar business meetings on the fourth
Friday of each month except during
June, July and August.

Parade
Most significant of the various
events covered in the new issues are
the Queen Mary and Mauretania in
New York Harbor preparing to sail
on wartentsduty.
follew : The reels and their conMOVIETONE
NEWS, and
No. Queen
SS-FiA- 3
New
Jersey. Mauretania
set to leave. Demolish Washington apartments for Government building. Daffodils
n bloom. Stunt riders perform in California. Truman Talley on Maginot Line.
Rangers vs. Bruins hockey game. Golden
Glove bouts. Ski meet in Seattle. Lew
Lehr.
THE DAY,
Fire blacks
outNEWS
New OF
Jersey.
Queen No.
MaryZS4 —painted.
Jap
marines train on skis. Dynamite Washington apartments. Fashions. Daffodils in
bloom. Ski championships. Hell divers
in California show.
Golden Glove finals.
PARAMOUNT
NEWS,
No. 59— Clipper
evades British censor at Bermuda.
Mail
removed from Manhattan. Athletes ignore
loss
of legs.
at World's
Fair.
Jonquils
bloom Preparation
in Washington.
Pull planes
over Canadian border. British liners preparementsforin war
duty. Dynamite old apartWashington.
RKO PATHE NEWS, No. 71— Queen
Mary and Mauretania prepared for sea. Fire
in New
Jersey. inScholastic
PressTear
Association convention
New York.
down
Washington apartments. Stunt man carnival in California. New York vs. Boston hockey game.
Golden Glove bouts.
UNIVERSAL NEWSREEL, No. 860Planes towed over Canadian border. Reds
riot on Fifth Ave. Demolish Washington
apartments. Tar company fire in New
Jersey. ginia
_ New
sub chaser for
Navy. "VirCity" premiere.
for
adults. Daffodils
in bloom. Playground
Golden Gloves.
Ski jumps. Rangers vs. Bruins hockey
game.
Yates

and

Grainger

To Kansas Premiere
Herbert J. Yates, chairman of the
board of Republic Pictures, and James
R. Grainger, president, are scheduled
to attend the twin premiere of "Dark
Command" at the Granada and Dickinson theatres in Lawrence, Kans., on
the evening of April 4.
The visitors will include a studio
delegation and franchise holders and
branch managers from Chicago, St.
Louis, Cleveland, Cincinnati, Kansas
City, Little Rock, Dallas, Oklahoma
City, New Orleans and Atlanta.
Following the premiere, the film
will start an indefinite run at the
Dickinson Theatre. General release is
April 15.
• William Saal, studio representative,
is in Lawrence supervising arrangements, with the Lawrence Board of
Trade and city officials cooperating.
MOTION

PICTURE

DAILY
(Registered U. S. Patent Office)
Published daily except Saturday, Sunday and
holidays by Quigley Publishing Company,
Inc., 1270 Sixth Avenue, Rockefeller Center,
New York City. Telephone Circle 7-3100.
Cable
address "Quigpubco, New York." Maran eight-pound boy, born to Mrs.
tin Quigley, Editor-in-Chief and Publisher;
Colvin Brown, Vice-President and General
Forgoston at the Jewish Memorial
Manager;
Rothacker,
Hospital Wednesday• night.
President; Watterson
Sam Shain,R. Editor;
JamesViceA.
Cron.
Advertising
manager;
Chicago
Bureau,
Mangham
Reports Stock
Suzanne Reade, daughter of WalSouth Hollywood
Michigan Avenue,
B. O'Neill,
Washington, March 21. — John W 624
manager;
Bureau, C.Postal
Union
ter Reade, and Edwin Gage, married
Life
Building,
Boone
Mancall,
manager,
WilMangham
of
Atlanta,
elected
to
the
on Wednesday, left yesterday on a
liam
R.
Weaver,
Editor;
London
Bureau,
directorate of Monogram Pictures on Golden Square, London Wl, Hope Williams,4,
honeymoon trip to •Nassau.
Feb. 10, held 100 shares of Monogram
manager,
cable address
"Quigpubco,
London." All contents
copyrighted
1940 by QuigArthur Schwartz, Leon Leoni- common stock direct and 3,500 snares
ley
Publishing
Company,
Inc.
Other
Quigley
publications: Motion Picture Herald, Better
doff, Phil Baker, Joseph Lee, Sid- of common and 8,304 options for com
Motion
Picture class
Alney Phillips, Adolph Zukor, Bar- mon through Monogram Southern Ex Theatres,
manac andInternational
Fame. Entered
as second
ney Balaban, Louis Calhern and changes, Inc., when he joined the
matter. Sept. 23, 1938, at the post office at
Lee
S Hubert at Sardi's for lunch yes- board, it was reported tonight by the New York, N. Y., under the act of March
terday.
Securities and Exchange Commission i, 1879. Subscription rates per year $6 in the
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Production, "GWTW"
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(Continued from pane 1)
ing more than meeting halls for workers where pictures were shown. Only
such houses in Russia as charge admission are included in the latest
survey.
Trade paper and industry estimates
indicate that on Jan. 1, 1940, there
were 17,003 theatres, all wired for
sound, open and in operation in the
United States. The figure compares
with 16,251 on Jan. 1, 1939, the survey
shows, a gain of 752.
36,000 Theatres in Europe
In 1939, there were 65,006 throughout the world wired for sound, as compared with 66,362 in 1938, a decrease
of 1,356.
On Jan. 1, 1940, a total of 35,936
theatres were in operation in Europe
with 34,694 wired for sound, as compared with 63,043, of which 37,578
were wired on Jan. 1, 1939. This decrease isdue to the elimination of the
Russian halls.
Latin American countries show an
increase in new theatres and those
wired for sound during 1939. On Jan.
1, 1940, there were 5,403 theatres operating, ofwhich 4,884 were wired for
sound, as compared with 5,239 theatres, of which 4,571 were wired, in
1938.
Much Building in Far East
The Far East also shows an upward
trend in theatre construction. As of
Jan. 1, 1940, 6,568 theatres were in
operation, of which 6,220 theatres were
wired, as against 6,201 theatres, of
which 5,796 were wired in 1938.
Canadian expansion of theatres,
while slight, records 1,251 theatres all
of which were wired, on Jan. 1, 1940,
as compared with 1,224 for the corresponding date of 1939.
In the Near East and Africa theatre
expansion has kept pace with other
world markets. On Jan. 1, 1940, 968
theatres were in operation, with 954
wired for sound, as against 881 theatres, of which 856 were wired, on Jan.
1, 1939.
Attendance Jumps 5,000,000
World theatre attendance increased
by about 5,000,000 during 1939, Golden
reported yesterday. Approximate weekly attendance advanced from 230,000,000 in 1938 to 235,000,000 last year.
American films occupied 65 per cent
of the world's screen time, about the
same as during 1938.
Attendance in the United States for
the third successive year was estimated
at approximately 85,000,000 weekly.
Total box-office gross in theatres of
the United States last year was estimated at $1,000,000,000, about the
same as 1938. Film rentals were estimated at about $250,000,000 and
American production costs at $165,000,000.
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000, although it is not known whether
Atlas Corp., proponent of the RKO
reorganization plan, will request £. pensation in cash or in stock of^/ie
new RKO company. Under the plan,
it has the right to elect the latter if
it The
prefers.
Atlas petition and that of its
counsel, Simpson, Thacher & Bartlett,
also will be filed on Monday, as will

the petitions of the leading creditors',
debenture holders'
stockholders'
committees
and their and
counsel.
5.403
Bondy Hearing Monday
1.251
■
1.251
A
hearing
on the petitions will be
CANADA
set
for
mid-April
by Federal Judge
KEY
Bondy on Monday. The allowances
L TOTAL
which the court will ultimately ap954M96S
mm
AFRICA & NEAR EAST
prove are expected to be substantially
less than the total of the applications.
p- SOUND
RKO's operating results for 1939
resulted in net loss of approximately
of Foreign ond Domestic Commerce
$50,000. Cash in excess of $1,000,000
The above chart, prepared by the Motion Picture Division of the Bu- was raised through the sale of 500,000
reau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce, indicates in graph form the
new common stock undernumber of theatres in the world, divided into areas, with the number shares of
written byAtlas Corp. at $3 per share,
of silent houses indicated by the shaded portions of the bars.
and much of this sum has been earmarked for the reorganization costs.
Irving
Trust and its counsel, DonVineland Trust Case
Goldwyn
Bonus Suit
ovan, Leisure, Newton & Lumbard,
by U.A. next week will vacate the office quarPostponed to April 8 Gets Answer
ters on the tenth floor of the RKO
United
Artists
charged
Samuel
Philadelphia, March 21. — The
Bldg. which they have occupied since
final hearing in the Vineland, N. J., Goldwyn, Inc., with arbitrarily refusof the RKO reorganizaing to agree to modifications of the the beginning
Landis Theatre anti-trust suit against
tion in 1933.
"Silverstone
Bonus
Plan"
in
an
anWarner Theatres and the major disNew Assistant Treasurer
swer to Goldwyn's action for $54,559,
tributors, scheduled to be heard Monplus interest, filed yesterday in U.S.
day before Judge William H. Kirkpat- District Court.
Andrew C. at Christensen,
rick in Federal Court here has been
representative
RKO, who istrustee's
a viceAlthough
these
modifications
had
president of Irving Trust, will returr
postponed to April 8.
That one of the defending attorneys been ratified at a U.A. stockholders' to the bank's downtown headquarters
is tied up in United States Supreme meeting in January, 1939, and Garrett Van Wagner, assistant
Court litigation is given as the reason amended contracts had been signed Christensen, will begin his new du
as an assistant treasurer of RKC
for the postponement, but reports are by all other producers, Goldwyn re- ties
fused to give his consent, the answer cently.
current that attempts are being made
a
post
to which he was elected reto effect an out-of-court settlement. states. Provisions, as modified by
O. C. Doering, Jr., of counsel
The case, which was returned to the stockholders, call for better terms to
the
trustee, will continue as a member
producers
of
pictures
made
and
dislower courts after appeal on a pre- tends.
tributed inforeign countries, U.A. con- of the Donovan law firm and will be
liminary injunction granted the Lanassociated with the firm's work as dedis by Judge Kirkpatrick, is expected
fense counsel for RKO in the GovernThe defendant asserts that it offered
to last at least four weeks.
ment's anti-trust suits involving the
the sum sued for to Goldwyn, despite his stand, "in order to avoid con- company.
Ambrose
Cram, Doering's
Death Takes Gwinn,
assistant, also
will continue
with the
troversy" and that it was rejected.
Donovan firm.
Prominent
on Coast
In addition to its application for
dismissis now
Goldwyn's
suitApplication
to upset histocontract
pend- allowances
for reorganizaiton services,
Seattle, Wash., March 21. — Cecil
ing in District Court.
the Donovan firm also will file an
Gwinn, 43, prominent exhibitor at
Centralia, Chehalis and Montesano,
application on Monday for compensation for its services as defense counsel
died in a hospital here today followfor the trustee in the Government suit
ing an operation. He was formerly Rights to 1,000 Films
from the time of its filing in July,
with Fox West circuit and was active
in the Pacific Northwest exhibitor
Educational' s Assets 1938, up to the present time.
Referee John E. Joyce was told
File Allowance Claims
group, including a period as director
of the Washington State Theatre yesterday at a creditors' meeting of
Owners Association.
Educational Films Corp. that the sole
Applications for a total of $45,798
asset of that company was ownership final allowances were filed yesterday in
of 16 mm. rights to 1,000 films in U. S. District Court by William V. ]
Segal's Suit Upheld
the possession of the trustee of Grand Hodges and John R. Moroney, as a
Application to dismiss the suit of National Pictures. GN, which owns committee for unsecured creditors of
Harry Segal against Standard Pic- the 35 mm. rights to these films, ex- neys.
RKO, and White & Case, their attortures Distributing Corp. and George
pects to receive $15,000 for their use
Leganas was denied yesterday by in the next few years, it was stated.
Hodges and Moroney ask for $5,000
William S. Brown, 261 Broadway, apiece and $272 disbursements while
N. Y. Supreme Court Justice Hofstadter. Plaintiff asks for $32,400,
appointed trustee of Edu- White & Case seek $35,000 and $526
claiming the breach of employment N. Y., was
cational
by
Referee Joyce after at- disbursements. According to the peticontract to act as sales manager for
tempts to elect Harry G. Fromberg,
tion, the committee represented genthree years at 5 per cent of the com- trustee of GN, and James A. Davideral allowed claims of $4,107,460 in
son, trustee of Educational Pictures, a total of $8,000,000 aside from Rockepany's gross.
failed.
feller Center, Inc.
LATIN AMERICA

4.S841

Stockholders' Suit
Trial of stockholders' suit against
Consolidated Film Industries, Republic Pictures, CBS, Cajo Co. and
Setay Co. began yesterday before
N. Y. Supreme Court Justice Carroll
G. Walter. The suit attacks trans'Wind' in 1,095 Cities
actions involving the purchase of an
Educational Pictures, parent cominterest in Republic by Consolidated
pany, will file a claim for $97,985
"Gone With the Wind" engagements
and sale of American Record Corp. set by M-G-M to date total 1,224 in against Educational Films for a loan
to CBS.
extended, Davidson announced.
1,095 cities.

The application states that the committee was active in formulating the
original plan of reorganization and the
plan finally approved.
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Daily

Philadelphia, March 21. — Although weather conditions were favorable, the Lenten observance kept film
grosses down generally. The best
business was done at the Stanley, $18,700 with "Strange Cargo."
"Dr. EhrLich's Magic Bullet" (W. B.)
ALDINE — (1,700) (32c-42c-57c-68c) 2nd
week, 5 days. Gross: $8,200. (Average, 7
days, $8,000)
"Broadway Melody of 1940" (M-G-M)
ARCADIA— (600) (32c-42c-57c) 7 days,
2nd run. 2nd week. Gross: $3,800. (Average. $2,600)
"Abe Lincoln in Illinois" (RKO)
BOYD— (2,400) (32c -42c -57c -68c) 6 days.
Gross: $12,000. (Average, $13,000)
"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
EARLE— (4,000) (75c-$1.14) 7 days, 8th
week. Gross: $26,000. (Average, $14,000)
"The Grapes of Wrath" (2€th-Fox)
FOX— (3,000) (32c-42c-57c-68c) 7 days, 2nd
week. Gross: $12,200. (Average, $13,000)
"Seventeen" (Para.)
KARLTON — (1,000)
(32c-42c-57c-68c) 7
days. Gross: $3,800. (Average, $3,000)
"Northwest Passage" (M-G-M)
— (2,200)$5,900.
(32c-42c-57c-68c)
days,
2ndKEITH'S
run. Gross:
(Average, 7$3,500)
"Strange Cargo" (M-G-M)
STANLEY— (3,700)
(32c-42c-57c-68c) 7
days. Gross: $18,700. (Average, $14,000)
"The Night of Nights" (Para.)
STANTON— (1,700) (32c-42c-57c) 7 days.
Gross: $4,200. (Average. $4,500)
"His Girl Friday" (Col.)
CARMAN— (2,500) (26c-32c-42c) subsequent run, 7 days, 2nd week, with vaudeville bill including Liazeed Troupe; Charles
Carrer; Mann, Dupree and Lee; Nash and
Evans; and Five Herzogs. Gross: $5,500.
(Average, $5,200)
"Honeymoon Deferred" (Univ.)
FAY'Swith
— (2,000)
(15c-25c-32c-40c-57c)
days,
vaudeville
bill including Jean7
Mode; Joan Wade; Charles Timlin and
Co.; Three Murtah Sisters; Ross and Page;
and Starnes and Ana van. Gross: $7,000.
(Average, $7,200)

"The
(RKO)

Courageous

Dr.

"G."*

'Edward Greif

*"G" denotes general classification^
'Black Friday* and
'Gables' Detroit Hit
Detroit, March 21. — Lenten restrictions did not affect attendance at
larger downtown theatres. "Broadway
Melody of 1940" and "A Child Is
Born" drew $16,000 at the Michigan,
while "Black Friday" and "The House
of the
Seven Gables" took $6,500 at
the
Adams.

Estimated takings for the week ending March 14 :
"Black Friday" (Univ.)
"The House of Seven Gables" (Univ.)
'Cargo' Hits $15,000
ADAMS— (1,600) (15c-50c) 7 days. Gross:
To Pace Pittsburgh Gross: $6,500. (Average, $5,000)
"Balalaika" (M-G-M)
Pittsburgh, March 21. — Loew's "Allegheny Uprising" (RKO)
FISHER— (2,700) (15c-55c) 7 days. Gross:
Penn drew $15,000 with "Strange $6,500.
(Average, $7,000)
Cargo." "Gone With the Wind" was
Grapes of Wrath" (20th-Fox)
still good for $25,000 at the Warner "The
FOX— (5,000) (25c-55c) 7 days, 2nd week.
Gross: $15,000. (Average, $15,000)
in the seventh week. "The Grapes of
Wrath"
tookAlvin.
$9,000 in the second "Broadway
"A Child Is Melody
Born" of
(W.1940"
B.) (M-G-M)
week
at the
MICHIGAN— (4,000) (15c-65c) 7 days.
Estimated takings for the week end- Gross: $16,000. (Average, $12,000)
"I Take This Woman" (M-G-M)
ing March 14:
"The Return of Dr. X" (W. B.)
PALMS— (2,000) (15c-50c) 7 days. Gross:
"Grapes of Wrath" (ZOth-Fox)
ALVIN— (1,750) (25c-35c-50c) 7 days, 2nd $7,000. (Average, $7,000)
week. Gross: $9,000. (Average. $7,500)
"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
"Our Neighbors, the Carters" (Para)
UNITED
ARTISTS— (2,000) (75c-$1.10$1.50)
7th week, 7 days. Gross: $33,000.
"The Big Guy" (Univ.)
FULTON — (1,700) (25c-40c) 6 days. Gross: "Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
$2.4C0. (Average, 7 days, $5,000)
WILSON — (1,912) (75c-$1.10-$1.50) 7th
week, 7 days. Gross: $25,000.
"Strange Cargo" (M-G-M)
LOEW'S
(25c-35c-50c)
days.
Gross:PENN—
$15,000. (3,400)
(Average,
$13,500) 7
"Northwest Passage" (M-G-M)
RITZ— (800) (25c-35c-50c) 7 days, 2nd Whiteman's
Band
week. Gross: $4,800. (Average. $4,000)
Indianapolis High
"The House of Seven Gables" (Univ.)
"Black Friday" (Univ.)
SENATOR — (1,750) (25c-40c) 7 days.
Indianapolis, March 21. — Paul
Gross $3,200. (Average, $3,500)
Whiteman's
band, which with "Slight"Crstle on the Hudson" (W. B.)
STANLEY — (3,600) (25c-40c-60c). On
ly Honorable," gave the Lyric $11,stage: Dixie Dunbar, Sibyl Bowan, Johnny 000, and "Broadway Melody of 1940,"
Perkins, Lowe, Hio & Stanley. Maurice
for $8,000
Loew's, inwere
the
Spitalny. 7 days. Gross: $12,500. (Aver- good
only shows
aboveataverage
a quiet
age, $17,000)
week.
"Gene With the Wind" (M-G-M)
WARNER — (2.000) (75c-$1.10-$1.65) 7
days. 7th week. Gross: $25,000. (Average. "Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
$5,000)
APOLLO— (1,100) (75c-$1.10) 7 days. Return engagement. Gross: $4,000. (Average.
$2,500)
of Wrath" (ZOth-Fox)
Asks Game Ruling Delay "Grapes
CIRCLE— (2,800) (25c-40c) 6 days, 2nd
Springfield, O., March 21. — Troy week. Gross: $3,000. (Average, $6,000)
Lincoln in Illinois" (RKO)
Amusement Co., operating the May- "Abe
Playboy" (RKO)
flower, at Troy, has asked the Second "Millionaire
INDIANA— (3,200)
(25c-40c)
7 days.
District Court of Apeals to defer Gross: $4,800. (Average, $5,000)
action on its recent ruling that Bank "Broadway Melody of 1940" (M-G-M)
the Three-Mile Limit" (Col.)
Night is in violation of the Ohio lot- "Outside
LOEW'S—
(2.80O) $7,000)
(25c-40c) 7 days. Gross:
$8,000.
(Average,
tery law, and to continue the temHonorable" (U. A.)
porary injunction to prevent Andrew "Slightly
LYRIC— (2,000) (25c-40c) 7 days. Stage:
Attenweiler, plaintiff, from seizing Paul
Whiteman's band and show. Gross:
$11,000. (Average, $8,000)
Bank Night equipment.

Jolts

Grosses

In

Christian"

Jean Hersholt, whose crusade as a small town doctor in "Meet Dr.
Christian," the first of a series by RKO this year, brought the city
councilmen around to erecting a town hospital, follows up his victory
with a second project — municipal housing for the poor.
Principally, the story centers around Hersholt, who once again gives
a lovable and kindly portrayal of a community physician who has devoted his life to the people he knows and treats as patients and friends.
Judy Price and Robert Baldwin again are cast as the romantic young
lovers, while Tom Neal also gives an effective performance as a calloused and world-weary member of a squatter colony.
Hersholt, who has most of the colony as his patients, sees the need of
aiding those unfortunates by providing them with proper housing. He
fails to convince the town council of the potential health menace created
by their unsanitary living quarters until the squatters move into the
town from the outskirts and an epidemic breaks out. Hersholt checks
the epidemic and wins support for his project.
Williams Stephens produced and Bernard Vorhaus directed. The original screenplay was written by Ring Lardner, Jr., and Ian McLellan
Hunter.
Running time, 67 minutes.

Storm

Review

$18,700,

Philadelphia

Winter

'Chickadee'

Takes

$8,400, Providence
Providence, March 21.— The RKOAlbee's double, "My Little Chickadee"
and "The Witness Vanishes," garnered
$8,400. "Strange Cargo" and "The
Ghost Comes Home" drew a good
$13,800
at Chickadee"
Loew's State.
"My Little
(Univ.)
"The Witness Vanishes" (Univ.)
RKO-ALBEE — (2,239)
(25c-35c-50c) 7
days. Gross: $8,400. (Average, $6,000)
"Strange Cargo" (M-G-M)
"The Ghost Comes Home" (M-G-M)
LOEW'S STATE— (3,232) (25c-35c-50c) 7
days. Gross: $13,800. (Average. $11,000)
"Castle on the Hudson" (W. B.)
"Grannv Get Your Gun" (W. B.)
MAJESTIC— (2.250) (25c-35c-50c) 7 days.
Gross: $5,500. (Average, $7,000)
"Dr. Cyclops" (Para.)
"Five Little Peppers at Home" (Col.)
STRAND— (2,200) (25c-35c-50c) 7 days.
Gross: $6,800. (Average, $6,000)
"The Grapes of Wrath" (20th-Fox)
FAY'S— (1,800) (25c-35c-40c) 7 days, 2nd
week. Stage show with Terry Howard and
Jack Talley : The Six Virginians; Raymond
Pike: Captain Gregory and Bullets Black;
and500)Ted Mack. Gross: $5,300. (Average,
$6
"Gore With the Wind" (M-G-M)
CARLTON— (1,526) (75c-$1.10) 7 days.
Returnage. $3,500)
engagement. Gross: $3,800. (Aver"Remember the Night" (Para.) (3 days)
"British Intelligence" (W. B.) (3 days)
"The Fighting 69th" (W. B.) (4 days)
"A Child Is Born" (W. B.) (4 days)
EMPIRE— (2,200) (20c-30c) 2nd run
Gross: . $1,300. (Average, $1,700)
Vancouver
Off to End

Stations
Crowding

Vancouver, B. G, March 21. — Two
Vancouver radio stations have voluntarily gone off the air to relieve overin Canada's
province. Incrowding
addition
to western
the Canadian
Broadcasting station. CBR, there were
five commercial stations here. CKCD,
backed bv the Daitv Province, newsnaper. and CKFC, backed by the Vancently. couver Sun, suspended operations reStations CJOR and CKWX will
be allowed to step up their power to
1,000 watts as a result, while CKMO
remains as before, with 100 watts.
CBR operates at 5,000 watts. The
nuestion of improved radio service for
British Columbia, particularly in
northern sections where reception is
poor is still being studied.

Twin

Cities

Minneapolis, March 21. — Tht
heaviest snowfall of the winter hit th( 1
Twin Cities last week, practically tiea
up traffic for two days and bijk hi
box-office receipts down materia^.
Best business in Minneapolis was!

recorded at the State where "Grape;!
of Wrath" drew $11,500. In St. Paul |
the same picture was the leader with!
$6,200 at the Paramount.
Estimated takings for the week end-;
ing March 14 :
Minneapolis:
"Saint's
Double
Trouble" (RKO)
"Oh Johnny" (Univ.)
ASTER-(900) (15c-25c) 7 days, dual bill
Gross: $2,200. (Average, $1,800)
"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
CENTURY— (1,600) (75c-$1.10) 6th ano
last
week. at
Gross:
$6,6*0.
$4,000'"i
"A Chump
Oxford"
(U. (Average,
A.)
ESQUIRE— (290) (25c-40c) 7 days. Gross;,
$1,100. (Average, $1,000)
"Slightly Honorable" (U. A.)
(25c) 7 days. Gross: $2,900.GOPHER—
(Average,(990)
$2,500)
"He Married His Wife" (20th-Fox)
ORPHEUM— (2,900) (35c-55c) 7 days with
Martha Raye stage show.
Gross: $8,700.
(Average without stage show, $4,400)
"Grapes of Wrath" (ZOth-Fox)
STATE— (2,300) (25c-40c) 8 days. Gross:
$11,500.
(Average $4,400)
"We Are Not Alone" (W. B.)
WORLD— (400) (25c-55c) 5 days, thirol
week. Gross: $900. (Average, $1,600)

St. Paul:
"Grapes of Wrath" (ZOth-Fox)
PARAMOUNT— (2,500) (25c-40c) 7 days.
Gross: $6,200. (Average, $4,500)
"Remember the Night" (Para.)
ORPHEUM
Gross:
$3,200. — (2,000)
(Average,(25c-40c)
$3,200) 7 days. :
"Slightly Honorable" (U. A.)
RIVIERA-(1,000) (25c) 7 days. Gross:.
$1,700. (Average, $1,800)
"Oh
"CiscoJohnny"
Kid and(Univ.)
the Lady" (20th-Fox)
TOWER—
(1,000)
(25c) 7 days. Gross:
$1,600.
(Average,
"Green Hell"
(Univ.)$1,600)
WORLD— (400) (25c-55c) 7 days. Gross:
$1,100. (Average, $1,000)
'Cargo'

at $15 M0

Cleveland

Winner

Cleveland, March 21. — "Strange
Cargo" had the best comparative gross
here at $15,000 at Loew's State. "Gone
WiththetheStillman,
Wind," in
its seventh
at
drew
$22,000; week'
and
"Rulers of the Sea" took $3,000 at
Loew's Park.
Estimated takings for the week ending March 14:
"Black Friday" (Univ.)
ALLEN—
(3,000)
(30c-35c-42c)
7 days.
Gross:
$2,000.
(Average,
$4,000)
"The Grapes of Wrath" (ZOth-Fox)
WARNERS*
HIPPODROME — (3,800)
(30c -35c -42c)
7 days,
$10,500.
(Average,
$11,000)2nd week. Gross:
"My Little Chickadee" (Univ.)
RKO
PALACE— (3,100) (30c-42c-55c) 7
days.
Quiz and$14,000)
show on stage. Gross:
$12,500.Prof.
(Average.
"Rulers of the Sea" (Para.)
LOEW'S
(3,000)$2,500)
(25c-35c) 7 days.
Gross:
$3,000.PARK—
(Average,
"Strange Cargo" (M-G-M)
LOEW'S
(30c-35c-42c)
7
days.
Gross: STATE—
$15,000. (3,500)
(Average.
$11,000)
"Gene With the Wind" (M-G-M)
LOEW'S STILLMAN — (1,900) (75c-$1.13)
7 days, 7th week. Gross: $22,000.
Denver

Houses

Use Duals

Denver. March 21. — The Denver
and Aladdin, Fox houses, have both
gone to double bills. Both are first
run. This leaves the Denham first)
run,
product, the only"
singlewith
bill Paramount
house in town.
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"International Revels"
(Universal)
OL.:onvincing background lends an
aif^T authenticity to this musical tworeeler in which is presented an array
of dancers and singers in an "International Cafe." Ten acts representing
various lands include a Cossack knife
dance, an Indian folk dance, an African voodoo number, vocals and other
specialties. Running time, 17 mins.
"Tom Thumb, Jr."
(Universal)
The cartoon character here provides
few laughs as he and a grasshopper
food in an old lady's
for are
friend search
house.
Enemies
found in a goose,
a mouse and a few other typical cartoon characters with the usual pursuit.
Running time, 7 mins.
"Stranger Than Fiction,
No. 73"
(Universal)
This latest in the "Stranger Than
Fiction" series concerns itself with five
unusual items : a stone mansion in miniature a; school conducted for only one
pupil ; pictures carved in wood ; a man
who has a horse for a pet and finally
a Texas photographer who resembles
Abraham Lincoln. Nine minutes.

Friday'

Strong

in Hub

Pulls

$36,000

Boston, March 21. — "His Girl Friday" and "Convicted Woman" grossed
$21,000 at Loew's Orpheum and $15,000 at Loew's State for the best business of the week. "My Little Chickadee" and "Honeymoon Deferred" took
$17,000 at the Keith Memorial.
George Beatty headed a vaudeville
show at the Keith Boston for four
days along with a double feature,
which aided in giving the theatre an
average gross for the week.
Estimated takings for the week ending March 13 :
"Isle of Destiny "(RKO)
"Hunchback of Notre Dame" (RKO)
"Charlie
3 days McCarthy, Detective" (Univ.)
KEITH BOSTON — (3,200) (25c-30c-40c)
Gross: $8,00. (Average, $8,000)
"My Little Chickadee" (Univ.)
"Honeymoon Deferred" (Univ.)
KEITH MEMORIAL — (2,907) (25c -35c40c-55c) 5 days. Gross: $17,000. (Average,
$14,500)
"Sidewalks of London" (Para.)
"Seventeen" (Para.)
METROPOLITAN — (4,367) (25c-35c-40c55c) 7 days. Gross: $12,000 (Average,
$14,500)
"Judge Hardy and Son" (M-G-M)
"British Intelligence" (W. B.)
FENWAY — (1,332)
(25c-35c-40c-55c) 7
days. Gross: $5,500. (Average, $4,500)
"Judge Hardy and Son" (M-G-M)
"British Intelligence" (W. B.)
PARAMOUNT— (1,797) (25c-35c-40c-55c) 7
days. Gross: $8,000. (Average, $7,000)
"The Light That Failed" (Para.)
"Married Wife" (2ttth-Fox)
SCOLLAY — (2,500) (25c-35c-40c-50c) 7
days. Gross: $4,000. (Average, $4,000)
"His Girl Friday" (Col.)
"Convicted Woman" (Col.)
LOEW'S STATE— (3,000) (25c-35c-40c-55c)
7 days. Gross: $15,000. (Average, $11,000)
"His Girl Friday" (Col.)
"Convicted Woman" (Col.)
LOEW'S ORPHEUM— (2,900) (25c-35c40c-55c) 7 days. Gross: $21,000. (Average,
$14,500)

"Stranger Than Fiction,
No. 72"
(Universal)
Six oddities shown here make for
[fair entertainment. They include a
"dream house" in North Carolina ; a
36-year-old race horse on a Kentucky
farm; a collection of horseshoes; a
5 Special Programs
railroad operated by one man in a remote part of Utah ; a sidewalk paved
Set by Film Library
with tombstones and a friendship existThe Museum of Modern Art Film
jing between a boy and a duck. Run- Library has arranged a series of five
ning time, 9 mins.
special programs, running from March
25 to May 5. The programs, and the
period of each, are : "A Short History
"Going Places, No. 72"
; (Universal)
of Animation — The Cartoon," March
While the filmed matter is run of 25-31 ; "Three French Film Pioneers,"
the mine, Graham McNamee's narra- April 1-7; "Abstract Films," April
tion concerning Cecil Rhodes and the 8-14; "Great Actresses of the Past,"
history of Rhodesia is extremely inter- April 15-28, and "The March of
esting. Shown are electric dairies, Time," April 29-May 5.
waterfalls, coal mines, etc., in that
The programs will be shown daily
southern part of Africa. Shots of the at 4 P.M. and on Sundays at 2 and
Cape-to-Cairo Railroad and the Vic- 4 P.M. The first pictures the progress
toria Falls complete the picture. Run- of the animated cartoon, the second is
devoted to Ferdinand Zecca, Emile
ning time, 9 mins.
Cohl and Jean Durand. The program
on the abstract film uses pictures pro"Going
duced from 1921 to 1939, indicating the
(Universal) Places, No. 73"
Two subjects, dogs and railroads, development of the medium. Actresses
share the footage here. The railroad of the past include Gabrielle Rejane,
phase is concerned with the welding Sarah Bernhardt, Minni Maddern
and laying of rails. Rounding out the Fiske and Eleanora Duse, while the
reel are pictures of a dog hospital, a last program includes the seven most
dog beauty shop and finally a swank outstanding issues of the "March of
dog show. Running time, 9 mins.
Dixie Exchange Moves
I Atlanta, March 21. — Dixie Film
Exchange has moved to larger quarters here. The company, headed by
; Ted Toddy, president, and S. Hick| man, distributes the films of Dixie Nai tional Pictures, Inc., all made with
f!Negro casts.

Time."
New

Pawtucket

House

Pawtucket, R. I., March 21. — ■William A. Pinault, local druggist, is
rushing plans for a 840-seat second
run house here. The house is scheduled to open in the Fall under the
management of Chester Currie and
Walton Harmon, lessees.
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Daily

Gordon Band, 'Wolf
At $15,500 in Buffalo
Buffalo, March 21.— "The Wolf of
New York" and "Money to Burn,"
boosted by
Gordon's
orchestra,
Alberni
and Gray
Company
and others
on
the stage, brought a big $15,500 to the
Twentieth
"Seventeen"
did
an
excellent Century.
$8,800 at the
Hippodrome.
"Northwest Passage" drew $15,000 at
the Buffalo.
Estimated takings for the week ending March 16:
"Northwest Passage" (M-G-M)
BUFFALO— (3,000) (30c-35c-55c) 7 days.
D'Artega
& orch.,
Ben Yost
Singers,in
Getrude Lutzi
& Peggy
Stewart
Rhythmic impressions. Gross: $15,000.
(Average, $12,000)
"Pinccchio" (RKO)
GREAT LAKES— (3,000) (30c-50c) 7 days,
2nd week. Gross: $6,000. (Average, $7,500)
"Sidewalks
London" (Para.)
"Seventeen" of (Para.)
HIPPODROME— (2,500) (25c-35c) 7 days.
Gross: $8,800. (Average, $6,800)
"The Wolf of New York" (Rep.)
"Money to Burn" (Rep.)
TWENTIETH CENTURY— (3,500) (30c40c) 7 days. Gray Gordon & orch. on
stage, with Rita Ray, Johnny Victor, Cliff
Grass, Luis Alberni & Co., The Four
Franks and The Five Elgins. Gross: $15,500. (Average, $7,500)
"Charlie McCarthy, Detective" (Univ.)
"Call a Messenger" (Univ.)
LAFAYETTE— (3,300) (25c-35c) 7 days.
Gross: $6,300. (Average, $6,300)
Band
Albany,
ments were
Light and
from New

for Premiere
Ga., March 21. — Arrangecompleted today for Enoch
his Hotel Taft orchestra
York to appear at the

'Magic
Bullet'
Does
$13,500,

Best

in

Frisco

San Francisco,
Marchpaired
21. — -"Dr.
Ehrlich's
Magic Bullet,"
with
"Young As You Feel" for a strong
$13,500 at Paramount. "Gone With
the Wind"
$29,000
in theOther
seventh week drew
at the
Warfield.
business was off, attributed largely to
the Lenten season.
Estimated takings for the week endMarch 12-15
:
"The ing
Marines
Fly High"
(RKO)
GOLDEN GATE— (2,850) (35c-40c-55c) 7
days.
Stage:
Gross: $12,500.
(Average,
$15,000)vaudeville.
"My Little Chickadee" (Univ.)
"The Lone Wolf Strikes" (Col.)
ORPHEUM— (2,440) (15c-30c-35c-40c) 7
days, 2nd week. Gross: $8,200. (Average,
$8,000)
"Grapes of Wrath" (20th-Fox)
FOX — (5,000) (15c-30c-35c-40c) 7 days, 2nd
week. Gross: $13,000. (Average, $16,000)
"Dr. Ehrlich's Magic Bullet" (W. B.)
"Young As You Feel" (ZOth-Fox)
PARAMOUNT—
(2,740)(Average,
(15c-30c-35c-40c)
days.
Gross: $13,500.
$11,500) 7
"House Across the Bay" (U. A.)
UNITED
ARTISTS— (1,200)Gross:
(15c-35c-40c55c)
7 days,
$6,500.
(Average,
$8,000)2nd week.
"Northwest Passage" (M-G-M)
000)ST. FRANCIS— (1,400) (15c-30c-35c-40c) 7
days, 3rd week. Gross: $4,800. (Average,
$6,000)
"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
WARFIELD^(2,680) (75c -$1.10) 7 days,
7th week. Gross: $29,000. (Average, $12,"Harvest" (French Cinema)
CLAY — (400) (15c-35c-40c) 7 days, 4th
week.
$1,000. (Average, $1,000)
"Tevya"Gross:
(Maymon)

world premiere of Paramount's "The
Biscuit Eater" at the Albany Theatre
here on April 11. The band will
LARKIN— (390) (15c-35c-40c) 7 days, 2nd
provide music for a charity ball following the screening of the picture. week. Gross: $800. (Average, $1,000)
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Broadcasters

Motion

Smash

State

Picture

Gross

Theatre
For

For
Ascap's
Assail
New
Contracts

'House',

Jessel

(Continued from page 1)
master of ceremonies for the weekly

amateur "Opportunity Hour" on Monday evening, an outstanding gross for
(Continued from page 1)
the week is expected.
pay 5 per cent, and networks, 7^ per
"Young Tom Edison" ended its first
week at the Music Hall Wednesday
cent.
Charges for sustaining shows would with an estimated $82,000. The film
be $12 annually for the first group; a is holding a second week. "Three
25 per cent reduction for those in the Cheers for the Irish" closed its second
second ; with the third group remain- week at the Strand with an estimated
ing on the present scale.
$18,000, making way for "Virginia
Ascap's policy with respect to edu- City," which starts today.
The Capitol drew an estimated $35,cational, municipal, charitable or religious stations would remain un- 000 for the second week of "Northchanged.
west Passage," ending yesterday. The
The contracts are slated to become
third week starts today. "My Little
effective next Jan. 1 and their effec- Chickadee" accounted for an estimated $35,000 for its week at the
tive term may be from one to 10 years
at the election of the individual
Roxy, being replaced today by "Primlicensee.
Terms of the contract were drawn
rose Path." of Wrath" yesterday con"Grapes
cluded its run of eight weeks and two
by Ascap's radio negotiating committee, consisting of Walter Fischer,
Rivoli. "It's a Date"
the today.
days at
there
chairman ; Irving Caesar, Oscar starts
Hammerstein, II, and Herman Starr.
"Pinocchio" drew more than $20,000 in the seventh week, ending Wednesday, at the Center. The film will
$1,500,000 Paramount
end its run next Wednesday, and will
1st Quarter Net Seen open
day. on the RKO circuit on Thurs(Continued from page 1)
distributed earnings of partially owned
non-consolidated subsidiaries.
Earnings for the quarter ended Coast Sound Chiefs
Dec. 31, 1938, were $2,229,000, includComing
Next Month
ing $360,000 representing net capital
and non-recurring income, and $87,000
A group of sound directors of major
profit on the purchase of debentures studios on the Coast will arrive here
of Paramount Pictures, Inc.
early next month to study new develEarnings for the year ended Dec. ducing.
opments in film recording and repro31, 1938, were $4,105,675, including
$292,361 of net capital and non-reAs guests of Erpi, the sound men
curring income, profit on debenture will attend the first demonstration of
purchase and direct and indirect net stereophonic sound reproduction by
interest as a stockholder in the com- Bell Telephone Laboratories at Carbined undistributed earnings of parnegie Hall April 9, visit the Kearny,
tially owned non-consolidated sub- N. J., plant of Western Electric, and
sidiaries. After dividends on the first study other developments.
and second preferred, the 1938 earnClifford W. Smith, Hollywood viceings were equal to $1.18 per share.
president of Erpi, will be in charge of
There were outstanding, as of Dec. the trip. Others in the party will be
30, 1939, 144,672 shares of cumulative Douglas Shearer, M-G-M ; Elmer Raconvertible $100 par value six per cent guse, Hal Roach ; E. H. Hansen,
first preferred stock, and 555,071 20th Century-Fox; Loren L. Ryder,
shares of cumulative convertible $10
Paramount ; John Livadary, Columpar value six per cent second prebia ;Thomas Moulton, Samuel Goldferred stock. After deducting $1,201,- wyn ; Bernard Brown, Universal ;
074 of dividends accrued for the year
Whitney, General Service Stuon these preferred shares, the remain- Jack dios ;K.
F. Morgan, commercial maning $2,668,926 of estimated combined
ager of Erpi.
consolidated and share of undistributed earnings for the year represent
$1.08 per share on the 2,465,927 shares Trial April 15 Tests
of common stock outstanding at Dec.
Florida Ascap Law
30, 1939.
Trial of the action to test the conFilm Baseball Games
stitutionality ofFlorida's anti-Ascap
law will be held April 15 before a
statutory court at Gainesville,
Will Start on May 1 Federal
Fla.
Annual tournament of the Motion
Picture Baseball League will get unAscap is seeking a permanent injunction to restrain the state from
der way on May 1. Twilight games
are scheduled for Mondays, Wednes- enforcing the law. A temporary injunction has been in effect for about
days, Fridays and Saturdays at the
George Washington High School two years.
Stadium.
Louis D. Frohlich of Schwartz &
Harry Marcus of Republic was Frohlich, Ascap counsel, and E. C.
elected president of the league ; Mor- Mills, chairman of the Ascap adminris Rosenbaum, Skouras Theatres,
istrative committee, will go to Gainesville for the trial.
treasurer ; and I. A. Goldberg,
M-G-M, secretary and publicity manager. Seven teams have signified their
Edward Harding Dies
intention of joining the league and
the eighth is expected shortly. The
Providence, March 21. — Edward
seven teams are Consolidated Film Harding, 57, for many years a ticketIndustries, National Screen Service, taker and doorman in downtown theatres here, died today. He had been
National Broadcasting Co., Rockefeller Center, Paramount, RKO and ill for four months. Funeral services
will be held here tomorrow.
Skouras Theatres.

Friday, March 22, 1940

Daily

Is Offered

Church

Service

Avoca, Iowa, March 21. —
The Harris-Avoca here was
opened for the noon Passion
Week services from 12:30 to
1 P.M. during the past week
with the four Protestant
ministers of the town conducting the services. The
owner of the theatre offered
to open the theatre for the
meetings, since it is centrally
located, so that business men
and clerks could attend the
half-hour services.

FCC
Band

Studies

Single

for Television

Washington, March 21. — The Federal Communications Commission today studied the desirability of consolidating all frequencies assigned to television within a single band.
Frequency modulation broadcasters
continued their appeal for the use of
all frequencies between 41 and 44
megacycles, part of which are now
used for television.
Dr. Greenleaf W. Pickard, consulting engineer of the Yankee network,
suggested the change, explaining that
consolidation would simplify the production of FM receivers. He declared
it would eliminate the necessity of
shifting arrangements for switching
from one band to another.
Pickard advised the Commission
that this was considered important by
the frequency modulation broadcasters, who are seeking to abandon the
25-megacycle channel which they now
use. That band, he said, is not desirable for broadcasting but might be
usable by special services.

Films

Needn't

Television —

Radio

Fear
Seldes

Television "will have to be good"
to compete with films, and how good it
will be remains to be seen, declared
Gilbert Seldes, director of television
for CBS, at the Ampa luncheon meetingrant.
yesterday
at Dempsey's
RestauThe program
was sponsored
by
Motion Picture Daily.
"The scare heads in Hollywood who
are afraid of television as a potentially strong competitor probably recall the turmoil with the coming of
sound," said Seldes. "Television will
be a gradual development and no one
willSeldes
be unprepared
its coming."
said thereforprobably
will be
two types of television programs, one
for the home and another for theatres. There are several ways in
which films and television can cooperate, he pointed out, just as the
press, radio and films have cooperated
with one another for their mutual
benefit.
Television will compete with all
other amusements and pastimes, even
as they now compete with one another, he continued. It will be competition to radio eventually, he said, but
the radio field anticipates this without fear.
Giovanni,
"master
amused
with a
tricks
on Jackpickpocket,"
Dempsey,
A. J. Powers and others. Danny
Kaye sang. Entertainment was proreau.
vided by the Columbia Artists Bu-

Brevities
tt'T'^HERE are four types of audii- ences to whom American com- ;
panies engaged in Latin American
trade should
address
their sales
talks," says L. P. Yandell, NBC executive in charge of short wave.
"These
are government
offit. 's,
who are regular radio fans bejttr x.
they listen to official government
broadcasts of other countries, and
from whom exporters may expect favors or disadvantageous tariffs.
"Second are wealthy mine and land
owners who are compelled to live inland but who wish to keep abreast of
the latest news and make large purchases.

|
i
■
\

"Third, is the vast middle class audience, comparable to the American
listening public, and, last, is the large i
group which does not own radio sets j
but listens in the public squares and j

parks from government-owned sets."
"Prof. Quiz" to Hollywood
"Prof. Quiz" will make his next
three CBS broadcasts from Holly- j
wood. While there he will try to
arrange with Paramount for the
production of a series of shorts
based on his quiz show.

Program Notes
H. V. Kaltenborn, who has been j
with CBS as news commentator since
the inception of the network, will
move over to NBC-Red on March 30,
as a sustainer on Saturdays at 7 :45
P. M. and Sundays at 3:45 P. M.
Kaltenborn will sail for Rome on

April 27, and will resume his talks
on May 28 under the sponsorship of
the Pure Oil Co.
The Bell System will sponsor a
half-hour show, "Telephone Hour,"
over 70 NBC-Red stations on Monday, April 29, at 8 P. M. It will be
an institutional show and will feature James Melton and the Don Voorhees Symphonic Orchestra.
"Confidentially Yours" expands to
three Mutual stations, effective April
2. . . . A 2^-minute transcription
program for Lucky Strike cigarettes, j
Mondays through Saturdays, at 7
A.M., 1 A.M. and 2 A.M., starts over
tured. t
WABC on Monday, April. Songs currently on the hit parade will be feaThe Screen Actors Guild show for
Gulf Oil will be dropped for the Summer, as is customary, after the April j
21 broadcast, and will be replaced by
the "Ellery Queen" show which will
be sponsored for the first time by the i
S.A.G. sponsor. It will be heard over
66 CBS stations on Sundays at 7:30
P.M., starting April 28.
New WMCA Business
Eight hours and 45 minutes of
new programs, including news programs, spot announcements and variety shows report
is reported
WMCA's
bi-monthly
of newin business.
CBS Sales Post to Fagan
CBS is developing the service end
of the sales department, William C.
Gittinger, vice-president in charge of
sales, announced yesterday in connection with the appointment of William
J. Fagan as assistant sales manager
effective April 1. Fagan was with
CBS from 1929 to 1937, resigning to
take the post of business manager of
the
radio department of Benton &
Bowles.
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Abide

Contracts

Fights New Strike Threat
In Philadelphia
Philadelphia, March 24. — Warner
Theatres expects the I.A.T.S.E.
unions here to live up to the terms of
existing contracts, Morris Wolf, Warner attorney, declared in letters to
union heads.
The letters were sent to the leaders
of the stagehands, projectionists and
electricians' unions in a Warner move
to combat the ultimatum of the I. A.
T.S.E. here to walk out in sympathy
with the musicians striking against
Warner houses.
May Take Fight Into Courts
"If they ignore the requests," said
Wolf,
will for
be relief.
necessaryHowever,
to resortI
to
the "it
courts
do not think we will have to do that."
George Browne, president of the
I.A.T.S.E., last week sent out a road
call to other locals here, serving notice on Warners that unless the musicians' strike is settled by April 1, all
stagehands, projectionists and electricians will walk out in a sympathy
strike.
The strike, now in its fourth month,
was called by the musicians after
Warners had refused to hire musicians
in any Philadelphia theatres except
(Continued on page 8)
Smash

For

Gross

Easter

Week

Despite a general drop in business
on Good Friday, Broadway business
reacted swiftly to the Easter weekend,
and is headed for smash grosses this
week.
With strong product at all houses
and the Eastern week holiday filling
the city with out-of-town visitors and
the downtown streets with children on
a school vacation, business is expected
to be unusually strong.
"It's a Date" opened Friday at the
Rivoli, "Virginia City" started its
run at the Strand on the same day, as
did "Primrose Path" at the Roxy.
"The House Across the Bay," with
George Jessel heading the stage show,
i'is in its first week as a first run at
'Loew's State.
Strong holdover product making its
ibid for visitors' attention includes
"Northwest Passage" at the Capitol,
'"Gone With the Wind" at the Astor,
;"Road to Singapore" at the Parajthe
mount
and Hall.
"Young Tom Edison" at
Music

MARCH

TEN

25, 1940

CENTS

Films
TRUST

PEACE

TALKS

Costing$29,000,00a
'Dictator'

See

30

U.S.A., MONDAY,

Demand

Unions

By

YORK,

1st Release

Charles Chaplin's "The Great Dictator" will be the first release of the
new United Artists season. The comconsist of will
30
features pany's
for program
whichwill
14 producers
spend approximately $29,000,000.
Maurice Silverstone, chief executive of the company, called upon exhibitors to cooperate with producers
who undertake quality production in
the face of shrinking world markets.
Interviewed on his return to New
York over the weekend after a month
of new season production planning in
Hollywood, Silverstone pointed out
that producers and distributors will
be obliged to rely on increased revenue from the domestic market if they
are to continue delivering high grade
product.
"The industry will be at the crossroads this year," Silverstone said.
"Whether it will continue to turn out
quality product on a large scale, or
whether it will be forced to resort
to low cost pictures, will be up to the
exhibitors of this country.
"If they cooperate with the industry
and give extended playing time to
good pictures and sell them on a
(.Continued on page 8)

TO

FIX

NEELY

Majors Ask More
Adequate Answers

May

Shelve

FATE
Bill Pending

TrialNew
of Distributors'
Policies

Contending that the Government has given "incomplete
or unresponsive answers," to
a number of consolidated interrogatories in the New
York anti-trust suit, all major
companies except Columbia
Saturday served notice on
the U. S. that they will apply
to Federal Judge Goddard on
March 29 for an order requiring the Government to complete its answers.

Washington, March 24. — If the
presentsettlement
negotiations
for Government
an out-ofcourt
of the
anti-trust suit are successful the
Department of Justice is expected
to recommend that the Neely bill be
held in abeyance until it can be determined how new policies to be
adopted by the distributors work out.
Imminent agreement between Senate and House conferees on the omnibus transportation bill is seen here
as strengthening the prospect of April
hearings on the Neely bill.
Newsreels
Drop
Whip Neely Bill Into Shape
Scheduled to follow the rail legislation in the House Interstate Commerce
War
Cooperation
Committee, consideration of the Neely
By AL FINESTONE
bill has been held up by the preoccupation of members of that committee
Nevvsreel operations in France, centering on the war in the West, have with the subject of transportation.
split into two camps, with Movietone That measure now, however, is practically agreed upon and the results of
News (20th Century-Fox) and
M-G-M's News of the Day in one and the conferees' work are expected soon
Paramount, Universal and Pathe in to be turned over to the drafting staff
the other, as a result of the breakup to be whipped into shape for final
of a cooperative working arrangement adoption by Congress a task which
Dan Michalove Due
which formerly included all five.
will require two or three weeks.
While there has been no denial
This is disclosed by Lewis Buddy,
In N. Y. This Week
that consideration has been given to
Jr.,
Paramount
News
chief
for
ConDan Michalove, assistant to S. R.
tinental Europe, who is in New York
settlement of the GovKent, president of 20th Century-Fox, for conferences with John Hicks, vice- consent decree
ernment suit, neither Department of
is due this week from the Coast where
in charge of foreign distribu- Jujstice nor Commerce Department
he arrived last week following a five- president
tion, and A. J. Richard, head of the officials will discuss any definite promonth trip to Australia. Purpose of newsreel.
(Continued on page 4)
his trip was to make a survey of the
As
a
result,
competition
has
intensitheatre situation in connection with
fied for the American newsreels in
the proposed merger of Hoyts and covering the European war and costs Freeman
Silent After
Greater Union circuits.
(Continued on page 4)
Washington
Mission
Y. Frank Freeman, Paramount vice'It's A
Date'
president and studio head, left for the
Coast by train on Friday after a
week's
visit in New York.
[Universal
Prior to his departure, Freeman
went to Washington, reportedly to
Hollywood, March 24. — Hollywood last week saw Deanna Durbin confer with Department of Commerce
achieve the well-nigh impossible — the graceful transition from an adoles- officials on phases of theatre divorcement involved in the current discuscent youngster, first famed for her singing, through the "awkward stage"
sions between industry representatives
into the full bloom of the adult, with a seemingly inherent richness of
and Washington officials on an out-ofmaturity, both in voice and in acting.
settlement
of the
New York
anti-trust
suit.Government's
She has become one of the rare specimens of cinematic history — a court
Freeman
refused
to
comment on his
youngster retaining a box-office personality through the tender years
to the grownup stage, while still giving full promise of years and years Washington trip, but it is known that
he conferred at length with Will H.
in which to entertain the American and the world public.
Hays, M.P.P.D.A. president, soon
This phenomenon was disclosed at the preview of "It's a Date," one after his return to New York from
of the finest examples of sheer entertainment ever achieved. It is to be the Capital.
reported that the "gallery gods," as well as the professional audience,
Barney Balaban, Paramount president; Austin C. Keough, vice-presigave a virtually unprecedented ovation during and after the picture's
dent and (Continued
general counsel,
preview. There was more unanimously favorable lobby comment from
on page and
4) Edwin
(Continued on page 4)

Motion

Philly
To

Variety

Fete

Club

Pasternak

William A. Scully, Universal vicepresident and general sales manager ;
Lou Pollock, eastern advertising and
publicity director, and Hank Linet,
Eastern exploitation manager, left for
Philadelphia last night to attend the
Variety Club testimonial luncheon for
Joe Pasternak, Universal producer,
there today.
More than 50 Philadelphia exhibitors and civic leaders will attend the
luncheon in Pasternak's "home town."
Pasternak will entertain the Philadelphia press representatives later in
the day and will come to New York
tomorrow night. He will spend about
a week here seeing plays and conferring with home office executives.
Illinois Allied Fights
Threat of Coin Films

Picture

Crafty Diner man
Cincinnati, March 24. —
Groverman Blake, theatre
editor of the Cincinnati
Times-Star, writing under the
caption of "Craftiest Publicity
saysDinerman,
the followingDirector,"
about E. V.
RKO division publicity chief:
"Whenever the film critics
signify, by their pained expression at the conclusion
of a film, that they have witnessed aturkey, Dinerman is
always on hand with this:
'Naturally, boys, this one
won't appeal to you intelligent
people. But it has audience
Don't
appeal,
make the gentlemen.
mistake of offending the public in your re-

views'."
Give Away
10 Cars
In 12 K. C. Houses

Chicago, March 24. — The Illinois
Allied board of directors has passed
a resolution voicing opposition to
coin-operated motion picture machines,
and have announced that they will
fight any competition which such machines may create. The board reiterated its stand against double and
triple features.

Kansas City, March 24. — Biggest
giveaway promotion by theatres since
Bank Night was inaugurated here this
week by Fox Midwest Theatres, Inc.,
involving 12 theatres. For ten weeks
from March 22 to May 30 the 12 Fox
Kansas City houses, including the Uptown and Esquire, first runs, will give
away a Ford V-8 and $500 in cash
for a total of 10 Ford cars and $5,000
in
cash for the period.
Takes East Haven House
Weekly prize awards include a
East Haven, Conn., March 24. — Ford, two prizes of $50 each, 20 prizes
Irving C. Jacobs, Jr., operator of the of $10 each, 40 prizes of $5 each and
Branford Theatre, will take over the 100 pairs of tickets, for 163 each week.
Capitol Theatre property, including
Participating, besides the Uptown
the 748-seat theatre and two stores, in and Esquire, are the Plaza, Rockhill,
April. The current Hoyt-Herr lease Warwick, Madrid, Vista, Linwood,
stands for the next nine years.
Isis, Waldo, Gladstone and Brookside.
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Tec

says

The sound equipment in the projection room of
your theatre produces, believe it or not— a "spectrum." Nobody can hear a "spectrum," but your
Altec engineer, aided by his exclusive Altec
instruments, can analyze it and change it. The
sound your patrons hear is belter, as a result.
AL. TEC
.ALTEC
250 West S7th Street, New York City
THE SERVICE ORGANIZATION OF THE MOTION PICTURE INDUSTRY
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Among;
Dance
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Seventh annual dinner-dance of the
New York I.T.O.A. was held Saturchairman of
Joseph M. Schenck, th
Century- the Hotel
the board of Twentie
day night in
the grand
Astor.
In theballroom
throng of3
of
Fox, returned to the Coast over the 900 were leaders of the industry and
week-end.
•
city
Theofficials.
ballroom was decorated to reHarry Carey is returning to the
semble a Spanish patio. Music was
Broadway stage for the first time in
provided
by Ben Nelson's NBC or|
twenty-seven years. The vehicle is chestra and
Godoy's rhumba band.
Milton
Berle
was master of cer^l
"Heavenly Express," which , goes to
Washington
todayitsforNew
a week's
David Weinstock wa= genbefore
it starts
York run,
en- monies.
eral chairman.
Among those the I.T.O.A. listed
•
as attending were William F. Rodgers,
gagement.
Emanuel Silvekstone, American Jack Cohn, William Sussman, Harry
representative for Alexander Korda, Gold, C. C. Moskowitz, Marvin
Schenck, George F. Dembow, T. J.
and Morris
Helprin,
Korda's
duction assistant,
will leave
for prothe Connors, E. M. Saunders, L. E.
Coast by plane today. Korda left Thompson, Arthur Silverstone, Herman Gluckman, Thomas W. Lamb,
Friday by train and will arrive in
Los Angeles today.
Joseph J. Lee, Edward Schnitzer,
•
Max A. Cohen, Harry Brandt, Will
Charles Segall, board chairman Ham Brandt, Lou Brandt, Bernard
of the United M.P.T.O. of Eastern Brandt, Harry Kosiner, Bob Wolff,
Pennsylvania, Southern New Jersey Si Fabian, Kate Cameron, Ted
and Delaware, was confined to Mt. Friend, W. French Githens, Adolph
Sinai Hospital, Philadelphia, last Haas, Joe Hornstein, J. H. Hoffberg,
Laurence Bolognino, Allan Corelli,,
week after a heart attack.
•
Jack Bowen, Bernard S. Barr, Milton C. Weisman, Joseph D. Basson,
Andre Heymann, president of
John
Benas, Melvin Albert, Gilbert
French Cinema Center, flew to MonOtto Lederer, J. P. Mctreal Friday to arrange Canadian dis- Josephson,
Avoy, John Nolan, Eugene Picker,
tribution on the company's imported E. K. O'Shea, Charles O'Reilly, WalFrench product.
•
ter Reade, Monroe Greenthal, Murray C. Spett, Bernard Sholtz, Homer
Charles Raymond, formerly man- B. Snook, Harry Thomas, John Managing director of M-G-M British the- heimer, A. E. Meyer.
atres, who arrived last week from
London with his family, is visiting in
Washington.

A-Mike Vogel, chairman of the
Managers' Round Table of Motion
Picture Herald, is spending a few
days at Phoenix, Ariz., before returning here from the Coast.
•
Capt. Frank C. Badgley, director
of the Canadian Government Motion
Picture Bureau, has been reelected
president of ' the Red Chevron Club,
an organization of war veterans.
•
Irwin Steinhart, manager of the
Manor Theatre, Toronto, and Roy
Lerner of Grand National Films,
Ltd., Toronto, have enlisted in the
Royal Canadian Navy.
•
I. Goldsmith, British producer
now in this country, has returned to
the Coast after a short stay in New
York.

Al.

Chiefs

•
Lucy Flack, owner of the Capitol,
Milford, Conn., has returned home
after having been confined to the hos•
Lee Newbury of Belmar, N. J.,
president of Allied of New Jersey, repital.
today from an extended vacation turns
in Florida.
•
Gene Marcus, veteran Philadelphia
film man, has recovered from a long
illness.
•

Coast

Flashes

Hollywood, March 24. — Personnel
changes
were shorts
announced
in the Warner Brothers
department
oves
the week-end. Ira Genet, who had!
been making a series in the Brooklyn:
Vitaphone studios (now closed), wilfl
work under Gordon Hollingshead here.
Charles Tedford, writer, has been]
shifted to the feature department and
Owen Crump will handle stories andj
scripts.
RKO has borrowed Louis Hayward
from Edward Small to co-star hini
with Maureen O'Hara in "Have la
Your Own Way," new title for "Onej
of Six Girls."
MOTION

PICTURE
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Newsreels

Hinges

Settlement

(Continued from page 1)
posals which may be offered to that
end.
Within the industry, however, it is
reported that new methods of selling
pictures have been worked out which,
it is hoped, will satisfy both distributors and exhibitors, eliminating many
of the criticized features of block
booking while permitting the producers confidently to go ahead with
production.
With the block booking issue, one
of the major issues of the case, settled to the satisfaction of the Government, the Department of Justice,
it is said, would then line up with
the distributors in an appeal to the
House committee to hold its hand
until the results of new selling practices could be determined.
Negotiations for the consent decree are being conducted with the utmost secrecy, but it has been intimated
that all efforts are being exerted to
reach an agreement before the committee begins its hearings, so that
the results of the conferences, said
now to be going on, can be laid before
the committee, either in a recommendation that it abandon the legislation or, in some manner, a disclosure that the distributors have
failed to offer a satisfactory and workable solution of the problem.
Proceeds for Opera
Proceeds of the opening day of "The
Life of Giuseppe Verdi," Italian film,
at the Fine-Arts Theatre April 2 will
be donated to the Metropolitan Opera
Fund.
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War

Drop

Cooperation;

[Universal]
(Continued from page 1)
the press than there has been, perhaps, since the preview of "Gone With
the Wind."
Featured by excellent support of a cast headed by Kay Francis and
Walter Pidgeon, a delightful screenplay by Norman Krasna, fine direction by William A. Seiter, who guided the youngster for the first time,
and flawless offstage technical aid, the Joe Pasternak production is just
about what any theatre man, from luxurious first run house to the fringe
of
the zone, will be proud to screen. It is a picture to go to town on and
with.
Krasna, in adapting the original story by Jane Hall, Frederick
Kohner and Ralph Block, worked into the screenplay a contrastingly
arrayed set of human qualities. One conflict is that of a mother's love
for a man with whom her daughter pretends to be infatuated and the

Competition

High

(Continued from page 1)
have increased over what they wert
during the cooperative arrangement!
Each camp is in a race with the othei
to get the best pictures and deliver
them in New York first.
The new alignment will shortly
Buddy
believes.
spread to
all of Continental F"rope
(

Because each group shares piuduction and shipping costs, acting more oi
less as a unit, expenses are lower
than before the war, although problems have increased, says Buddy. Thf
other is that of the daughter's desire for a stage role which her mother arrangement benefits Universal and
covets. The mother is played by Miss Francis, who does exceedingly
Pathe, which maintain small staffs ir
well. Walter Pidgeon, as the object of both their affections, effects his Europe.
best screen characterization. The support is by such sterling players
At the war's outbreak almost seven
as Eugene Pallette, Henry Stephenson, Cecilia Loftus, in an outstanding months ago, the newsreel organizations in France, finding 75 per cent
portrayal; Samuel S. Hinds, Lewis Howard, S. Z. Sakall, making his
American debut; Fritz Feld and Eddie Polo.
of their cameramen mobilized in the'
Seiter was at his best in guiding the nuances, turning in an outstand- army, agreed to pool operations with'i,
ing directorial effort. The sound recording, directed by Bernard B. the aim of sharing the work and exBrown, is of the same calibre which won for Brown the last Academy
The agreement provided for the exaward for recording. The richness of the background, which shifts from penses.
change of prints of stories covered and
New York to Maine and thence to Honolulu, was enhanced greatly by
the shipping to America of one negathe efforts of Jack Otterson, art director.
tive of each
all'
newsreels
here story
would from
make which
their own
There are seven songs in the picture — "Love Is All," by Pinky Tom- release print versions. Possibilities of
lin and Harry Tobias; "It Happened in Kaloha," by Ralph Freed and "scoops" were thus reduced.
Frank Skinner ; "Rhythm of the Islands," by Eddie Cherkose, Jacques
The pool was broken up Feb. 18
Press and Leon Belasco; "Gypsy Lullaby," lyrics by Freed; Schubert's when Truman H. Talley, vice-presi"Ave Maria;" "Loch Lomond," and "Musetta's Street Song," from Pucdent in charge of production of Moviecinis "La Boheme." Harry Owens and his Royal Hawaiians also appear.
tone News, held an all-night conference with newsreel representatives in
Running time, 100 minutes. "G."
Vance King
Paris and decided to withdraw his:
reel. Talley felt that there was no
* "G" denotes general classification.
advantage in maintaining the mutual
agreement because the war films were
Perfume
Co. Loses
more or less identical due to GovernPara. Invites Press
ment control. Also, Talley felt that
Movietone, with a large staff, was
Fight
Against
RKO
To Georgia Opening
N. Y. State Supreme Court Justice shouldering a financial burden out of
Trade paper and newspaper repre- Pecora on Friday refused an injunc- proportion to what his newsreel was
sentatives have been invited by Paration to the Caron Corporation, per- obtaining in return.
mount to attend the world premiere of
The fact that Movietone had to give,
manufacturers, against RKO"The Biscuit Eater" at the Albany Radio fume
Pictures, in connection with the the other newsreels its exclusive maTheatre, Albany, Ga., on April 11.
terial also was a factor, although
The group will leave New York by latter's film, "Primrose Path." The Movietone received material which
perfume
company
tried
to
halt
displane on April 10, spending the night
tribution of the picture and the cur- was exclusive with the others.
in Atlanta, and continuing from there
The chief problem for the newsreels
rent showing of the film at the Roxy,
to Albany the following day for the on Broadway. It claims injury by in Europe today is how to get films
the fact that one of its perfume bottles to New York quickly. Air transportapremiere.
tion is used as much as possible, with
was
used in one of the sequences of
Southunt's
Paramo
,
Morgan
Oscar
ern division sales manager, will head
duplicate
prints shipped by boat in
the
picture.
Bruce
Bromley,
of
the
a home office delegation attending the
event the first fails to arrive or arrives
late.
law
_
firm
of
Cravath,
DeGersdorff,
premiere.
Swaine & Wood, represented RKO.
There are numerous and involved
The Roxy Theatre also was a deFreeman
Silent After
fendant in the action, and was de- problems in getting the films out of;
fended by Percy Heiliger. John the European countries, says Buddy.
Newsreel prints obtain no preference!
Mission Harding assisted in the defense.
Washington
(Continued from page 1)
in France and are handled as other
mail, with the result that they may
L. Weisl, Paramount board member,
Maginot Action Filmed
be left behind if not on a plane by the
were manatoff. the train Friday to see FreeFilms of Truman H. Talley, Movie- time the mail load reaches capacity.
tone News producer, and Russell
On his arrival in Hollywood today,
It costs $150 to send an average
the Paramount studio head, who is Muth, European manager for the newsreel shipment from Paris to New
newsreel, touring the Maginot Line York via clipper plane from Lisbon,
Producers'
of the ofM.P.
also
Ass'n president
and chairman
its labor nego- are included in the reel's current is- not counting freight charges from
sue. The pictures, 138 feet in length, Paris to Marseilles.
tiating committee, will arrange with
J. W. Buzzell, executive secretary of show the Movietone executives observBuddy says the company which has
ing artillery crossfire, inspecting un- the best setup for relaying prints to
the Los Angeles Central Labor Counderground
forts
and
the
like.
The
cil, on a date for resumption of nego- films were taken by George Mejat, the destination point has the best
tiations on relinquishment of the 10
chance of scoring a "beat." While
per cent wage increase granted studio Movietone cameraman now with the no
long-range plans are possible,
unions last November. The negotia- visit
preparations for transport have to be
Frenchto army,
France.during Talley's recent made
carefully in advance, beginning
are expected to be resumed within thetionsweek.
at the point where an anticipated story
File RKO Claims
may break. Sheer luck plays a large
Remodels Conn. Theatre
Kommel & Rosenberg, attorneys for part in the entire procedure.
Censorship, which was clamped
Stratford, Conn., March 24. — Al- H. Cassel & Co., who fought confir- down at the beginning at the war, still
bert Pickus, operator of the Stratford
mation of the RKO plan of reorganihere, reports he will remodel his floor
zation to the Supreme Court, filed ap- presents a serious problem. Efforts are
plication Friday for final allowance of contiriyjng to have censorship of film
plan, and increase the present 500
for the American
market relaxed.
seating capacity to 800.
$15,000 and $1,871 disbursements.
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Grande"

Or

EYES
■ A » W

Five new songs, "I Don't Belong in Your World," "You Can't Take
the Boy Out of the Country," "Belles of the Bunkhouse," "Swing of the
Range" and "Whistle," as well as two older favorites, "La Cucaracha"
and "Alia En El Rancho Grande," are featured in this melodic western.
Gene Autry, Smiley Burnette and little Mary Lee each contribute
several songs, with June Storey and Dick Hogan in supporting roles.
Miss Lee is improving with each new role and her performance in
/ ancho Grande" should win her many new friends.
»-As western films go, this one has little action to offer. Its chief attraction isthe music. Autry, as foreman of a ranch, finds that two
young easterners, Miss Storey and Hogan, have inherited the ranch.
He is faced with the problem of constructing an irrigation system in
order to get an extension of a mortgage. After overcoming the opposition of the heirs he succeeds in completing the system.
Frank McDonald and Bradford Ropes directed. William Berk produced.
Running time, 68 minutes.

Daily

"G."*

Edwakd

DOOM!

%

f

Greif

"Monkey
Into Man"
(World Pictures)
Produced in England by Strand Films and released here by World
Pictures, this film is scientific theory expounded via the screen. The
film was supervised by Julian Huxley and S. Zuckerman, two English
scientists, and made with the cooperation of the Zoological Society of
London and the Museum of Natural History in Paris.
The film, directed by Stanley Hawes, Evelyn Spice and Donald Alexander, presents the theory of the evolutionary development of man. It
uses occasional diagrams and an interesting commentary by John Martin
to explain the theory of man's development from a one-celled organism
to his present stature.
The material is occasionally amusing in its picturization of the activity
of various types of monkeys, and is well presented, but its value as theatrical entertainment is problematical. It is essentially a documentary
film, having a theme which is largely academic.
Running time, 65 minutes.
"G."*
Charles S. Aaronson
*"G" denotes general classification.
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Houses

theatres within a 100-mile radius of
Pittsburgh also present traveling units
sporadically.
Downtown vaudeville is restricted to
the Stanley. It usually features a
name band and two to four single acts,
or five or six specialties backed by
Max Adkins' house orchestra.
The Senator inaugurated a stage
and pictures policy in mid-December,
but dropped it three weeks later, when
Currently presenting "Sons of the it failed to show a profit because the
outweighed the inPioneers" on his stage, a singing com- added expense
creased income.
pany headed by songwriter Bob Nolan
of Columbia western pictures reputation, Fleishman claims that "most
Carnivals Restricted
neighborhood theatres get a big kick
out of stage talent, particularly when
Toronto, March 24— The Toronto
the entertainers come in with a pre- City Council has placed a restriction
vious buildup from film, radio or rec- on carnivals in neighborhood parks
throughout the municipality by the
ord appearances."
Several
months ago, the Roxian adoption of a resolution prohibiting
drew $600 for a four-show day fea- the operation of a carnival company
turing Smiley Burnette and three mu- for more than two days.
sicians, against an average $200 daily
gross. The acts usually cost FleishPicketing Enjoined
man $150 a day plus percentage, or a
Memphis, March 24. — Union men
$200 guarantee.
The Roxian, and other theatres here have enjoined by Chancery Court
around Pittsburgh, have played Ken from picketing the Royal, owned by
Maynard, Tom Mix and Hoot Gibson Walter M. Parham. Chancellor Swepin past years, following the belief that ston ruled the picketing — which began
western stars are top draws for houses Feb. 20 — should be discontinued because there is no strike in progress at
that can't afford name radio acts or
front rank screen players. Many the theatre.
Pittsburgh, March 24.— Neighborhood and suburban motion picture
theatres could show bigger profits if
more vaudeville talent from Hollywood were available for personal appearances, Sam Fleishman, owner of
the Roxian, maintained in a statement
on box-office results of several recent
stage attractions at his suburban
house.

HUGH
EDMON

WILLIAMS
RYAN

A John Argyle Production
A

GRETA

WILFRED

GYNT

WALTER

Directed by Waller Summers
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Plan East Hartford House
Buys Kansas City Theatre
Kansas City, March 24. — Charles
East Hartford, Conn., March 24. —
Officers of the Sycamore Corp., which Potter's Saline Theatre Corp., has
AsCompetition
will build a 1,000-seat theatre here, taken over operation of the Bijou from
Joseloff of West Hart- C. E. Esterley, who also has the RoaLondon, March 7 (By Mail). — are : Morrispresident
and treasurer; F.
noke and State. Potter's company now
The problem of radio competition Brook ford,
Rattner, New York, secretary, has five houses: the Mary Lue, Bijou,
with theatres has reached Great BritAdmiral, Baltis and Murray.
ainL and the increasing number of and Lillian L. Joseloff, vice-president.
radio dramatizations of films, is causKieffer Quits Dickinson
Open Ontario Theatre
ing widespread concern among British exhibitors.
Kansas
City,
March
24.
—
Ralph
Toronto,
24. — The Palace
The theatre owners contend that Kieffer, for several years booker for Theatre at March
Guelph, Ont., has beer
all too frequently the broadcasts keep the Glen W. Dickinson Theatres and opened by Famous Players Canadian
people away from theatres.
later for Griffith-Dickinson Theatres, Corp., with R. McKibbin, formerly
The matter is likely to be raised Inc., has gone with W. D. Fulton as of the Royal, Guleph, as manager. Mcin the C.E.A. general council in the manager of the Vogue, subsequent run
Kibbin has been succeeded at the
near future if district objections de- house here.
Royal by S. Andrews, manager of the
velop into national action. At least
Capitol,
Martin Simpone branch, that at Sheffield Yorks,
sin
of theGuelph,
Capitolwhile
at Hamilton,
Ont.,
Remodels Kansas House
is to discuss the matter at the instihas been transferred to the position
gation of Dennis Walls, general manH olden, Mo., March 24— Nick Kot- vacated by Andrews.
ager of the Emery Circuit and a sis, who has completed remodeling the
Holden here, has started to improve
general council delegate.
Takes Over Spokane House
Exhibitors assert that the broad- the Nu-Era at Oswego, Kan., where
casting of radio versions of current he will install new seats, air condiSpokane, Wash., March 24. — Howard Theatre Co., which operates the
films should be controlled by some
tioning,
marquee
and
other
new
equipment.
Granada here, has taken over operacentral trade organization or comtion of the Dishman. William R.
mittee, which would approve not only
Howes,
Granada manager, also will
the subjects, but the treatment and
Theatre Firm Formed
manage the new house.
artists employed.
Savannah, Ga., March 24. — Samuel
Walls cited the cases of "Babes in Hornstein
and Ellis and Herman BluImprove Miami Drive-In
Arms" and "The Proud Valley" menthal of Charlotte have formed B.
broadcasts which, he said, disappointed
Miami, March 24. — The Miami
&
B.
Theatres
Corp.
to
operate
thelarge numbers of followers of the atres.
Drive-In Theatre will spend $35,000
this Spring to install a new sound syspictures' stars by giving them wrong
tem, new generator, new screen and
impressions of the pictures' contents
Takes Wisconsin House
and discouraged them from attending
general improvements, according to
theatres where the films are shown.
Manawa, Wis., March 24. — Robert Ira Loew, manager.
Fox,
operator of the Fox at Marion,
Walls also cited a "Wizard of Oz"
broadcast and a planned radio ver- Wis., has taken over the Manawa from
Manages Miami Theatre
sion of "Ninotchka."
Ray Goggins.
Miami, March 24. — Harvey Fleischman, former manager of the Surf, has
taken over as manager of the new
Center. Succeeding him at the Surf
is Fred Green, former assistant manager of the Surf. Both theatres are
units of the Wometco Circuit.
"The
DARK
COMMAND"
RAOUL WALSH
with • DIRECTOR
Sell Philadelphia House
Philadelphia March 24. — The
CLAIRE TREVOR • JOHN
Girard Theatre has been sold by the
R-M-L Amusement Co., Inc., to AbraWAYNE • WALTER PIDGEON
ham J. Rovner. Purchase price for
ROY ROGERS • GEORGE HAYES • PORTER HAIL
the theatre involved $17,000 and a
MARJORIE MAIN • RAYMOND WAIBURN
mortgage of $40,000.

'Seventeen'
Denver

High

With

$8,000

Denver, March 24. — "Northwest
Passage" and "Married and in Love"
drew $11,300
at the Orpheum. "SevDenham. enteen" accounted for $8,000 at the
ing March 20takings
: for the week s%
Estimated
end"I Take This Woman" (M-G-M)
f »
ALADDIN — (1,400) (25c-40c)
7 Ji . s.
Gross: $3,500. (Average, $3,500)
"Vigil in the Night" (RKO)
"Man From Dakota" (M-G-M)
BROADWAY — (1,040) (25c-35c-40c) 7
days, 2nd week. Gross: $2,000. (Average,
$2,500)
"Seventeen" (Para.)
DENHAM—
(25c-35c-40c)
7 days.
Gross:
$8,000. (1,750)
(Average,
$6,000)
"Dr. Ehrlich's Magic Bulletf (W. B.)
"Blondie on a Budget" (Col.)
DENVER — (2,525) (25c-35c-40c) 7 days.
Gross: $8,000. (Average, $8,000)
"Northwest
"Married andPassage"
in Love" (M-G-M)
(RKO)
ORPHEUM—
(2,600)
(25c-35c-40c)
Gross:
(Average, $8,000) 7 days.
"Green $11,300.
Hell" (Univ.)
"Lone Wolf Strikes" (Col.)
PARAMOUNT— (2,200) (25c-40c) 7 daysGross: $4,500. (Average, $3,500)
"Grapes of Wrath" (20th-Fox)
"Legion of Lost Flyers" (Univ.)
RIALTO— (878) (25c-40c) 7 days, "Grapes
of Wrath" 3rd week. Gross: $2,500. (Average, $1,750)
building he bought some time ago and
has opened the new Parker Theatre
there.
Plans 800-Seat S. C. House
Charlotte, N. C, March 24. —
George Parr of Lancaster, S. C, is
planning to erect a new theatre at
Lancaster with the opening scheduled
about Aug. 1. The house will seat 800.
Earl G. Stillwell of Henderson, N. C,
is the architect.
Opens Theatre in Texas
Detroit, Texas, March 24. — R. E.
Blevins has opened the Village Theatre here. He was connected formerly
with Tri-States Theatres at De Kalb.

Negro House in San Antonio
San Antonio, Texas, March 24. —
The first exclusively negro theatre, the
Install New Marquee
Avon, is being built here at a cost of
East Greenwich, R. I., March 24. $25,000, by Carl A. Milentz, who also
— A new neon-lighted marquee is operates houses in East Texas. It will
seat 750.
being installed at the Greenwich theatre, managed by Joseph Stanzler.
Renovate 2 Lincoln Houses
Lincoln,
Neb., March 24. — Ap
Plan to Add Parking Lot
proximately
$100,000
theatre im o
Providence, March 24. — Edward provements is to be inspent
on two
Bomes, manager of the Liberty, second Lincoln theatres this Spring, the
run house operated by the Elmwood
1,884-seat J. H. Cooper-ParaAmusement Co., plans a new 350-car Stuart, mount
theatre, and the Liberty, 903parking lot and will soon resurface the seat house
of the L. L. Dent affiliated
facade of the house with black glass Nebraska Theaters, Inc.
along modern lines.
Roth Joins Warners
Form Theatre Company
Chicago, March 24. — Max Roth
Newton, N. C, March 24. — New- former district manager of Republic,
ton Theatres, Inc., of Newton, has has become a salesman for Warners.
been incorporated here.
Named Manager's Aide
Operate Virginia House
Middleton, Conn., March 24.
Franklin, Va., March 24. — Way- Emile DuFault, formerly at the
erly Theatre Corp., capitalized at $25,- Greendale, Worcester, is assistant to
000, has been chartered to operate a Ernest Dorau in managing the Capmotion picture theatre. H. J. Lyon is
itol and Middlesex Theatres here.

/ PICTURE

president.
Conn. House Ready April 10
Opens Theatre in Iowa
Hamdne, Conn., March 24. — The
Fontanelle, Iowa, March 24. — C.
C. Parker, owner of the Fontanelle new Bailey-operated 936-seat Whitney
here will be ready for openhere, has finished the remodeling of the Theatre
ing about April 10.
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Exploitation
Balloon Barrage Used
To Advertise "Rebecca"
Providence, March 24. — Edward
McBride at Loew's State used an
aerial campaign for "Rebecca," releasing 500 balloons from the roof of the
theatre, 25 with passes for the show,
the rest carrying tags plugging the
picture. McBride also used teaser
cp**\ in the newspaper campaign.

'Singapore'
Hits $22,000,
"YOUNG TOM EDISON" (M-G-M)
Magnificent . . . The casting of the picture is amazingly perfect . . .
There are enough thrills, tears, laughs and excitement in this film to
satisfy even the most jaded. — New York Daily Mirror.
Inspirational . . . cause for much laughter throughout the film . . .
Mickey Rooney gives a truly fine performance. — New York Daily News.
Young Rooney's Edison is a knowing and restrained piece of portraiture, while Fay Bainter and the other players in the film give it a persuasive texture of make believe . . . Honest biography has been sacrificed
at almost every turn to catchpenny showmanship. — Howard Barnes, New
York Herald Tribune.
The question we must face is insoluble: did Edison create Mickey
Rooney, or is Mickey creating young Edison? . . . One thing is clear:
Spencer Tracy as "Edison the Man" has a tough assignment ahead . . .
Young Tom Edison is going to be a hard man to beat. — Frank Nugent,
New York Times.
Mickey Rooney gave the role his most sober and restrained performance to date. — Time.
Mickey Rooney scores a decided triumph ... an absorbing and heartwarming story . . . Understandingly directed by Norman Taurog, the
picture
has
American. every element of genuine entertainment. — New York Journal-

"Raffles"
entif
s ying
Albany Prizes
Bring
Albany, March 24. — For their campaign on "Raffles" Andrew M. Roy,
manager of Warners' Strand, and
Jules Curley, zone advertising manager, had a man circulating during
lunch hour in the downtown section,
passing designated corners at publicized times. Persons with copies of
Getting away from the "hypoed" climax, the film is a fascinating and
the Times-Union might win $10 if generally accurate picture of the inventor's boyhood, with Mickey Rooney
they accosted the right man and ac- giving a sympathetic portrayal of the moody, questing youth who was
to so greatly enrich the world. — Henry T. Murdock, Philadelphia Ledger.
cused him of being "Raffles."
When one reconciles oneself to the fact that the youthful Edison may,
Handbag Street Plant
for all we know, have looked like Andy Hardy, the film becomes an
Used on Mystery Dual
acceptable and sometimes exciting opus which crosses somewhere beProvidence, March 24. — Publicizing
tween "Peck's Bad Boy" and "Tom Sawyer." — Elsie Finn, Philadelphia
the RKO Albee's "Mystra-Drama Record.
More Rooney than Edison ... a warm tale of American boyhood. —
Week" program, featuring "House of
Seven Gables" and "Black Friday," Laura Lee, Philadelphia Bulletin.
George French and William Morton
"ROAD TO SINGAPORE" (Paramount)
planted two dozen ladies' handbags on
Bing Crosby and Bob Hope do a lot to redeem an otherwise dull
downtown sidewalks, offering finders
free passes. The cards in the pocket- film . . . they brighten interludes of the show with merriment . . .
books read, "You can't solve this mys- Together they whip up amusement at almost any point when the plot is
tery— and it's no April Fool stunt. not tripping them up. — Howard Barnes, New York Herald Tribune.
Return this bag to the RKO-Albee
Separately they're (Crosby and Hope) good, but together they're a
theatre and you'll be given passes to riot ... a blessed relief . . . naughty — but nifty. — New York Daily News.
The picture is tuneful and Miss Lamour, in excellent voice, never was
see our mystery drama program."
more beautiful . . . Bob Hope's best job to date. — New York Daily Mirror.
Cops Give Tickets
Lots of fun and nonsense — a guaranteed cure for that low-down feeling
To "Cheers for Irish"
and
much to think about once the picture's over. — Lee Mortimer,
Exhibitors in a number of cities, New nothing
York Post.
playing "Three Cheers for the Irish,"
used the stunt suggested in the Warner press book. By arrangement with
the local police departments, policemen
on traffic duty distributed free tickets
to the film to careful drivers.
Code Deciphering Stunt
Helps OJ-Boat 29' Run
Toronto, March 24. — For 'U-Boat
29," Don Doberer, manager of the
Granada, Dunnville, Ont, distributed
contest blotters bearing a pressbook
illustration which includes a message
in code and gave passes to the first
six persons who brought the correct
answer to the theatre before a designated hour.
'Pinocchio'
Of Lectures Subject
on Dance
Walt Disney's "Pinocchio" is < the
subject of descriptive lectures conducted daily at the Museum of Modern Art by Paul Magriel, curator of
the new dance archives. "The Art
and Importance of Walt Disney" is
one of his topics of discussion, in
which Disney's contribution to the
dance in animation is pointed out.
Columbus House Uses
Birthday Club Stunt
Columbus, O., March 24— Loew's
Broad, in cooperation with the Kroger
Grocery and Baking Co., held a "Your
Birthday Club" party, in connection
with "The Blue Bird." One thousand
candy Easter eggs were distributed to
members, 12 years of age or under,
upon presentation of registration cards,
obtainable at Kroger stores. The cards
will be kept on file at the theatre.
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One of the most delightful wacky entertainments seen hereabouts in a
long time . . . the story here serves as little more than the framework for
a succession of hilarious lines and gags. — Rose Pelswick, New York Journal-American.
Its one and only purpose is to make you laugh and keep you entertained, and this it does from beginning to end with considerable gusto
and glee. — William Boehnel, New York World-Telegram.
A happy, tuneful comedy about nothing at all . . . slaphappy nonsense,
and, thanks to stars and songs, a nice picture for the holidays. — New York
Sun.
"PRIMROSE PATH" (RKO)
Previewed before an amazed, even startled, but enthralled audience
. . . by Ginger Rogers' remarkable and excellent performance . . . Personally, Ienjoyed every moment of it. — Jimmy Starr, Los Angeles
H er aid-Express.
The censors may choose to shoot at "Primrose Path" . . . Ginger
Rogers and Joel McCrea are very well cast . . . Drew an attentive interest
from its audience because it is full of surprises. — Edwin Schallert, L. A.
Times.
Gregory LaCava has done a magnificent job . . . On the whole a
serious story . . . Don't ever underestimate Ginger Rogers' ability as a
dramatic actress . . . It's Ginger at her best. — L. A. Examiner.
"THE EARL OF CHICAGO" (M-G-M)
Robert Montgomery gives a fine, moving performance . . . the film,
somewhat confused as to purpose, turns out to be absorbing entertainment .. . worth seeing. — William Boehnel, New York World-Telegram.
An unusual gangster picture . . . Montgomery's performance is an
excellent one and he is ably assisted by Edward Arnold and by Edmund
Gwenn. — New York Journal-American.
To miss it would be to miss a major treat ... a film to wonder at. —
Frank Nugent, New York Times.
A deep and true study of characters, of which Montgomery's Kilmount
is a brilliant and tragic one . . . fine cinema with an expert blending of
light and heavy drama. — New York Herald Tribune.
The picture has a strong psychological hang-over from "Night Must
Fall,"' and must be recommended if for no other reason than it is one of
the most intelligent things to come out of Hollywood in a long time. —
Lee Mortimer, New York Daily Mirror.
A fascinating story so deftly told that you have the feeling that you
are reading an intriguing book you don't want to end but one which you
can't put down till you have finished.— Kate Cameron, New York Daily
News.

Los

Angeles

Los Angeles, March 24. — "The
Road the
to Singapore,"
a stage
show
at
Paramount,plusdrew
$22,000.
"Strange Cargo" and "Young As You
Feel" took $13,300 at the Chinese and
$17,200
at Loew's
Estimated
takingsState.
for the week ending March 20 :
"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
CARTHAY CIRCLE — (1518) (75c-$1.50) 7
days, 12th week. Gross: $14,500. (Average,
$17,000)
"Strange Cargo" (M-G-M)
"Young As You Feel" (20th-Fox)
CHINESE — (2,500) (30c-75c) 7 days.
Gross: $13,300. (Average, $12,500)
"The Grapes of Wrath" (20th-Fox)
4 STAR
— (900)
days, 3rd
week.
Gross:
$5,600.(30c-55c)
(Average,7 $3,250)
"My Little Chickadee" (Univ.)
"Music in My Heart" (Col.)
HI LLSTREET— (2,700) (30c-65c) 7 days,
2nd week. Gross: $6,500. (Average, $6,500)
"Strange Cargo" (M-G-M)
"Young As You Feel" (20th-Fox)
LOEW'S
(2,500) (30c-65c)
days.
Gross: STATE
$17,200. — (Average,
$14,000) 7
"My Little Chickadee" (Univ.)
"Music in My Heart" (Col.)
PANTAGES—
(3,000) (Average,
(35c-65c) 7$7,000)
days, 2nd
week.
Gross: $6,300.
"Road to Singapore" (Para.)
PARAMOUNT— (3,595) (30c -65c) 7 days.
Stage: F. chestra.
& M.
Rey and
orGross: revue,
$22,000.Alvino
(Average,
$18,000)
"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
UNITED ARTISTS— (2,100) (75c-$1.50) 7
days, 12th week. Gross: $15,000.
"Three Cheers for the Irish" (W. B.)
"The Lcne Wolf Strikes" (Col.)
WARNER BROS. (HOLLYWOOD1) —
(3,000)
(Average.(30c-65c)
$14,000) 7 days. Gross: $7,600.
"Three Cheers for the Irish" (W. B.)
"The Lone Wolf Strikes" (Col.)
WARNER BROS. (DOWNTOWN) —
(3,400) (30c-65c)
(Average,
$12,000) 7 days. Gross: $8,200.
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Audience ratings of television shows gave the March 10 broadcast of
the Metropolitan Opera concert a rating of 2.72, a survey revealed over
the weekend.
The rating of 2.00 is for good and 3.00 for excellent.
(Continued from pai/e 1)
opera figure is the second high
sound showmanship basis, the indus- estThe
received thus far this year, being Thursdays and Saturdays with a
try will continue to progress.
exceeded only by the telecast of rebroadcast for central and west"If they fail to cooperate, well, a
ern states at 10:55 P. M. Trout
producer can wrap up his business "When ceivedWe2.85. Are Married" which rewill also be heard Mondays, Wedand say, 'I'm through.' But an exLowell Thomas, who is telecast sinesdays and Fridays on a smaller
hibitor can't do that with a theatre.
multaneously with his broadcast, re- network for Commercial Credit Co.,
It is up to the exhibitor to realize
starting
today.
ceived ratings of 2.48, 2.49 and 2.53
now that the foreign problems of the
for his first three talks.
industry are just as much the AmerLowest ratings went to "Homes of
ican exhibitor's as they are the proAir Plugs for
Paramount
has "Biscuit
lined upEater"
a large
Today," a short film, which received
ducer's
and
distributor's,"
Silverstone
1.57. Average for the week was 2.11. number of radio plugs in connection
said.
The new U. A. schedule will inwith the premiere of "The Biscuit
Educators to Meet Paley
Eater" at the Albany, in Albany, Ga.,
clude two David O. Selznick producAt the invitation of William S. on April 11. Parks Johnson and
tions and a possible John Stahl production for James Roosevelt's Globe Paley, 14 leaders in educational and Wally Butterworth will broadcast
Pictures. The 30 new season pro- public life, members of the CBS their "Vox Pop" show from Albany
ductions represent an increase of four Adult Education Board, will meet the night of the opening from AlApril 8 with the netbany, over a nationwide CBS hookor five over the company's current in NewworkYork
president. They will review
up. Mutual will also carry a show
season's releases.
Silverstone listed 11 pictures which CBS educational activities in the describing the premiere, while WSB,
will be released by the company dur- past year and discuss proposals for 50,000-watt station in Atlanta, will
cover the Civic Pride parade locally.
the balance of this season, among new educational programs.
them Samuel Goldwyn's "The WestPersonalities in the News
WQXR Spot Rates Go Up
erner," which Silverstone described as
WQXR
will boost its spot anJerry
Baker
has
landed
a
new
com"probably Goldwyn's finest producnouncement rates from 33 to 50
mercial over WMCA with Stewart
tion."
Warner sponsoring a song show be- per cent, effective April 1. The
ginning Tuesday, April 2. He zuill be new schedule calls for $35 for one
heard 7 uesdays, Thursdays and Sat- minute of "A" time, as compared
Hays and Silverstone
urdays at 2 :30 P.M.... Sam Taylor with $25 previously, and $20 instead
In Meeting Today
will move his "Hollywood Sound of $15 for "B" time. The basic rate
hour for "A" time reWhether or not United Artists will Stage" over WHN tomorrow to a of $250 mainsper
the same.
6:15 P. M. instead of
rescind its resignation from the M.P. 'new
5:15. .time,
..
P. DA. may depend upon a meeting
Gene Speck, of the NBC news and Party Pledges End
between Will H. Hays and Maurice
special
events department, leaves toSilverstone, United Artists chief exday on a two week vacation. . . . John
Of Canada Set Fee
ecutive, which will be held today in
Toronto, March 24. — One of the
Mutual' s London correspondadvance of the annual meeting of the Steele,
ent, and Waverly Root, Paris man, planks in the platform of the National
M.P.P.D.A. board of directors.
will shift to Wednesdays instead of Government Party, headed by R. G.
The United Artists resignation from Fridays for their alternating talks
Manion, in the campaign for the Fedthe Hays organization still stands as from Europe, effective April 3. . . .
eral elections March 26 is the total
of today. While the situation may
Don E. Gilman, vice-president in elimination of the $2.50 annual license
change as a result of the meeting beof NBC's Western division, has
the operation of a radio retween Hays and Silverstone, the charge
been named to the board of directors fee for ceiving
set on the ground that it is a
M.P.P.D.A. board, in any event, will
of the Los Angeles Community De- nuisance tax.
velopment
Association.
.
.
.
Addison
take no action at today's session on
In rebuttal, C. D. Howe, Federal
ing.
the company's resignation. This is due Armour
has joined WCNW as an- Minister of Transport in the Liberal
to the fact that any agreement benouncer and director of choral sing- Government, has announced that the
tween Hays and Silverstone today, reCanadian Broadcasting Corp. could
scinding the resignation, would have
not continue to function without the
to be submitted to the United Artists'
WOV Seeks FM License
fee which produces $3,000,000 of the
board of directors for approval thereWOV is the latest Metropolitan $3,500,000 revenue for broadcasting,
after.
to have applied for an
The M.P.P.D.A. board is sched- station
being derived from comF.C.C. license to construct a 1,000 the balance
mercial sponsors. Manion supporters
uled to receive and accept the resig- watt FM transmitter.
have retorted that the country got
nation of Maurice McKenzie, executive assistant to Hays for the past
along
nicely before the CBC was established.
Radio Men Form Fraternity
17 years. McKenzie's resignation
The Static Club of Philadelphia,
was tendered recently, effective April
1. Francis Harmon is slated to be fraternal organization of radio men, NBC
to Build Three
named to the post being vacated by has been organized. The membership
comprises
program
and
production
McKenzie.
Television Stations
The board will also receive the managers, news and sports commentaMarch 24. — Authority
tors, announcers and radio editors. Of- to Washington,
resignation of Educational Pictures
construct new television stations at
ficers
include
William
Lang,
KYW,
Corp. from membership in the assoWashington, Philadelphia and Chicago
ciation, and that of Earle W. Ham- president ; Mort Borow, WPEN, vice- have been asked of the F.C.C. by the
mons, Educational president, from the president ; Edward Mayer, WIP, re- National Broadcasting Company. Percording secretary ; Patrick Stanton,
M.P.P.D.A. board of directors. The
mits are also sought for high frequency
Educational resignation was tendered WDAS, treasurer ; Powers Gouraud, broadcast stations at Washington,
because the company no longer is ac- WCAU, chairman of the board, com- Cleveland, Chicago, Denver and San
tive.
prising James Allen, WFIL ; Joseph
Francisco.
Hays will submit his annual report Hastings, radio columnist ; Frederick
WIP, and Mort Lawrence,
to the board, and directors and offi- Wood,
WCAU.
cers will be reelected.
Al Myers Settlement
Despite the absence from the city
Al Myers, who charged that he was
Trout Show on 112 Stations
dismissed last June as manager of the
of several member company presiFor the first time in the history Marine, Brooklyn, for union actividents, it is _ believed that sufficient
alternates will be mustered to pro- of the network, all of the 112 CBS
ties, and the Century circuit have setstations in the United States will
vide a quorum.
tled their dispute. Myers, a TMAT
Among those who will be absent be used to carry a commercial se- member, is to receive $2,000. The
are George J. Schaefer, RKO presiries when Pepsi-Cola starts spon- agreement stipulates that Myers is not
sorship of the Bob Trout news se- to be re-employed and that the circuit
dent; Sidney R. Kent, 20th CenturyFox president, and Nicholas M.
ries on April 30. He will be heard is not conceding any liability for back
at 6 and 11 P. M. on Tuesdays,
Schenck, Loew's president.
'Dictator'
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Negotiations between Ascap and
radio
on the society's new
15. broadcasters
contract
are scheduled to begin April
The negotiations will not affect the
basic terms of the contract but are
designed to establish a basis for exact
classification of radio stations into the
three income groups on which the new
Ascap rates will be based.
The negotiations also will deter^ *•
a formula for revising a statit./s
classification upward or downward as
its revenue increases or decreases.
The term of the new contract also
will be discussed during the negotiations. Ascap is disposed to permit
stations to select any term they desire
between one and 10 years.
Defending its new contract in a
statement issued over the weekend,
John G. Paine, Ascap general manager, asserted that
from advertisers
hasradio's
jumpedrevenue
from
$25,000,000 annually in 1932 to $171,000,000 in 1939.
Broadcast Music, Inc., stated on
Friday that the new Ascap contract
"demonstrated the increasing need for
the services of B.M.I." and would
drive members into the new organization, which was formed by the broadcasters to develop a supply of popular
music independent of Ascap.
The B.M.I, board elected Merritt
E. Tompkins, general manager, to the
post of vice president.

Unions

Must

Obey

Cont(Continued
racts, fromSays
page 1) W.B.
where they actually were needed for
stage shows.
The road call was the result of
pressure brought upon Browne by Joseph N. Weber, president of the
American Federation of Musicians,
ment.
following failure to effect a settleI. A. officials here still maintain silence on the ultimatum, although the
general feeling of the membership is
that a walkout will be averted in some
fashion before the deadline on April 1.
At the musicians' union, A. Rex
Riccardi, secretary, maintained that
the walkout would be no violation of
the I. A. contract, in view of the A. F.
of M. mutual assistance clause incorporated in all I. A. contracts.

5-Boro

Managers

Resign from TMAT
All managers and assistant managers of the Five Boro Circuit have
decided to resign from the Theatrical
Managers, Agents and Treasurers
Union, they advised the union and the
circuit by letter on Friday. Seven theatres are involved.
The letter stated that the employes
do not wish the T.M.A.T. to act as
the bargaining agent for them and that
they wish to negotiate a contract with
the employers direct.
Union officials said that the T.M.
A.T. has a closed shop contract with
Five Boro which still has a year and
adecision
half to would
run andhave
thatnotheeffect.
employes'A
spokesman for the circuit said that
the employes
apparently are dissatisfied with the union.
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Hays
His

Pleads

Annual Report Raps
Neely Bill Backers

Will H. Hays in his annual report
to the M.P.P.D.A. board of directors
yesterday offered a defense of affiliated
theatre ownership and operation and
criticized Neely bill proponents for
their "misleading propaganda" on a
phase of the measure which he says
will subject production to censorship.
The annual meetings of the board of
directors of the M.P.P.D.A. adjourned
after the submission of the annual
report, because of lack of a quorum,
until April 3.
"Those who would use the hatchet
and the saw of litigation or legislation," Hays asserted, "to sever the
necessary economic relations of production, distribution and exhibition,
instead of allowing them to be bettered through self-regulation, would
be doing, if they succeeded, a sorry
service to the American entertainment public, to the screen and to
American industry generally."
Ownership of "a limited number of
large and successful" theatres by pro. ducing and distributing companies,
Hays declared, furnishes an economic
" requirement for constantly improving
fproduct.
"The fact that they can avoid a
(Continued on page 5)

10%
By

Boost
Easter

Enjoyed
Grosses

The holiday weekend brought
Broadway houses out of their Lenten
slump with grosses going about 10
per cent
last aided
year's the
holiday.
Clear,
coldabove
weather
boxloffices.

"Primrose Path," with stage
got off to a good start at the show,
Roxy
where it garnered an estimated $30,000 for the first three days. At the
:Strand, "Virginia City" took an estimated $26,000 for the three days with
iGeorge
Olsen's
on over.
the stage. The
latter film
will band
be held
Second week of "Road to Singapore," with Tommy Dorsey's band on
the stage, rolled up an estimated
!$22,000 for Saturday and Sunday and
ishould finish the stanza tonight with
an estimated $50,000 at the Paramount.
[It will be held for four weeks.
'"Young
Tom Edison,"
stage
(Continued an page with
5)
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Reports

Profits

Affiliations,
Net

YORK,

MARCH

TEN

26, 1940

CONSENT

PACT

CENTS

MAY

Slump;

$4,146,813

OMIT

DIVORCEMENT

Twentieth Century-Fox Film Corp.
yesterday reported net profit, after all
Rodgers and Zukor
income taxes, of $4,146,813 for the 52
Under Probe Today
weeks ending Dec. 30, 1939.
William F. Rodgers, sales
This compares with a net profit of
$7,252,466 for 1938. Dividends from
manager of Loew's, will tesNational Theatres for 1939 included
tify today at a pre-trial examination in the Governin the figure amounted to $756,000,
ment's anti-trust suit. Adolph
compared with $882,000 in 1938.
Zukor, chairman of the board
Profit for the fourth quarter of 1939
of Paramount, is expected to
of 20th Century-Fox was $994,218,
follow Rodgers on the stand.
compared with $2,630,374 in the same
period of 1938, and $827,069 in the
third quarter of 1939.
National Theatres Corp. and its Union Defies Green
voting controlled domestic subsidiaries had a consolidated net income of
On Film Delegates
$2,311,108 for 1939, compared with
{Continued on page 5)
St. Louis, March 25.— The A.F.L.
Central Trades and Labor Union yesterday defied the order of President
William Green of the American FedRCA
'Polities' Cry
eration of Labor and voted to seek

Settlement
Gains

of Trust

Suit

Impetus; Clearing Final Obstacles

In the hope of achieving a quick
victory in the New York anti-trust
suit through the means of a consent
decree on other points including block
booking, the U. S. government is
no longer insisting upon divorcement
of theatres from distribution or production, it was authentically learned
yesterday.
The U. S. government will be satisfied with a form of federal regulation
which will include a system of arbitration to prevent alleged circuit
abuses, it was indicated.
Largely instrumental in launching
negotiations between the Justice department and the industry for a settlement of the suit on such terms has
been the Department of Commerce.
delegates from the motion picture op- Commerce officials recently completed
Fights FCC
Order
a report based upon an exhaustive
erators' union, Local 143.
Green, acting at the request of study of the major operations.
Charging that "pressure" and
A tentative form of a consent de"polities'' were behind the decision by George E. Browne, president of the
(Continued on page 4)
the F.C.C. to re-open the question of I.A.T.S.E., wrote the Central Trades,
television semi-commercial programs protesting the seating of delegates who
and the 'commission's rebuke to Radio are not recognized as members in good
Corporation of America for its mar- standing of the LA. Green also said Lynton Case Appeal
keting campaign for television sets, under no circumstances whatsoever
RCA officials yesterday prepared to can an individual represent a local organization unless the individual is a Lost by Playwrights
battle the verdict at the April 8 hearWashington, March 25. — Affirming
member in ternational
goodunion. standing of the ina decision by the Second Circuit Court
The company's notice of appearance
will be filed within the next few days
"I must insist and demand the St. of Appeals, the Supreme Court today
and a vigorous defense of the Com- Louis Central Labor Union conform held that in awarding to Edward
(Continued on page 2)
Sheldon and Margaret Ayer Barnes
(Continucd on page 8)
one-fifth of the net profits of $587,604
made by M-G-M from the picture,
"Letty Lynton," the lower court had
granted them adequate compensation
All
RKO
Claims
Are
Filed,
for infringement of their play, "DisIn an honored
opinion
delivered by Chief
Lady."
Justice
Hughes,
the
court disagreed
Reach
Total
of $1, 732,984
with the contention of the playwrights
that they were entitled to all of the
profits made from the picture, holding
Final applications for allowances for which the court may fix as compensa- that, as contended by the film company
tion for its services. The application and accepted by the lower courts, the
services rendered to RKO during re(Continued on page 2)
organization proceedings totalled did not petition for any fixed amount
$1,732,984 as last minute petitions for for services, but contented itself with
$1,357,238 were filed in U. S. District leaving the figure to the court.
Court yesterday.
Second largest applicant who filed
Studios, Unions Fail
The total is exclusive of any allow- yesterday was William J. Donovan, atTo Fix Wage Parley
ance which Federal Judge William
torney for the Irving Trust Co. which
had
acted
both
as
receiver
and
trusBondy may grant to Atlas Corp., proHollywood,
March to 25.
— Inaponent of the plan of reorganization,
tee in seven years of court administrability of both sides
arrange
for its services but includes $875,037
tion. Donovan, in two petitions, asked
a
meeting
date
is
responsible
asked by Atlas for expenses incurred. for a total of $188,659 of which $100,000
for the indefinite postponeJudge Bondy is expected to fix a date was asked for services to the trustee.
ment of negotiations between
for hearings within the next few days.
Application of the Irving Trust Co.
the studios and studio unions
Atlas, by far the largest applicant, for $95,000 as a final allowance was
on the 10 per cent wage inexpressed a willingness to accept filed jointly with that of Donovan.
crease question.
According
to
the
petitions,
the
Irving
either cash or common stock for pay(Continued
on
page
4)
ment of both expenses and any amount

2

Motion

Union
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Defies
Film

Delegates

Case

Appeal

Lost

by Playwrights
{Continued from page 1)
play had contributed only in part to
the production and success of the film,
much of which was due to the popular
actors, scenery and expert producers
and directors.
Even though the plagiarism involved
was found to be deliberate and extensive, the court said, the compensation awarded the copyright proprietor
should not be excessive, but "equity
is concerned with making a fair apportionment sothat neither party will
have what justly belongs to the other."
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Green

{Continued from page 1)
to this ruling which I have made and
carry it out without reservation or
modification," Green wrote.
It was brought out at the meeting
by Joseph H. Ebeling, member of the
pressmen's union, that an injunction
issued by Circuit Judge Ernest F.
Oakley restrained John Nick and
Browne from interfering with the
local's legitimate members and a violation of the decree "would place the
central body and its membership in
contempt of court."
Ignoring Green's command the
members voted overwhelmingly to seat
the delegates.
Meanwhile it was learned that
members of Nick's faction have received new membership cards from the
international office.

Lynton

Picture

ANGELES

CONTINENTAL
LV. 5:15 P. M.
★
THE OVERLAND FLYER
LV. 10:45 P. M.
★
Luxurious overnight sleeper
flights with guest -of -the -line
service of the world's most
experienced airline. Reservations: travel agents, hotels or
UNITED AIR LINES
58 E. 42nd St.
MU-2-7300
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Business
Michalove

STOCK, diMEN
BLU
MORT
of Res, has
president
c EL,
tising and pub- MJ.
of adver
• publi
Production
arrector
SIEG
Theatre business in Australia is
rived from the Coast for home office
licity for Warners in the East, has
ences.
confer
ned
retur
from the Coast.
keeping an even keel despite the war,
•
•
reports Dan Michalove, assistant to
William F. Rodgers, Gradwell Sidney R. Kent, president of 20th
R. C. Roddick, manager of the
Capitol, Halifax, has returned to his Sears, Maurice Silverstone, Bar- Century-Fox, who returned yesterday
ney Balaban, Arthur Hopkins,
post after an operation, and Larry
Graburn, who substituted for him, John Hicks, Charles E. McCarthy, from Australia. He was gone six and
has returned to his job at the Famous A. P. Waxman, William Orr, Ted a half months.
Players Canadian home office in O'Shea, George Skouras, Adolph
The proposed merger of H the t
Toronto.
Zukor, Frederick Lange, Ina Ray large Australian circuit, with GresevT
Hutton and Thomas Mitchell at
Union Theatres is progressing satisMajor General J. 0. Mauborgne, Nick's Hunting Room in the Astor
factorily and is expected to be comfor
lunch
yesterday.
Chief Signal Officer of the U. S.
•
pleted shortly, Michalove said. His
Army, has arrived in Hollywood for
trip to Australia was in connection
George Dembow, Lynn Farnol, with
his annual inspection of Signal Corps
the amalgamation and was his
Mort
Spring,
Arthur
Loew,
John
second visit to that country in two
officers' training in film work at the
studios under the guidance of the D. Hertz, Jr., Walter Huston, and
Academy Research Council.
Production in Australia offers little
William
•
yesterday. Saroyan lunching at Sardi's
competition to American companies,
•
years.
Michalove believes. Efforts of the
Arthur Menken, Paramount camEddie Cantor will arrive from the studios to obtain Government support
meraman, is in Stockholm with a leg
fracture suffered while covering the Coast Thursday following a stop-over has resulted in loan subsidies from
Russo-Finnish war. Menken, who is at Chicago. He is booked for a se- New South Wales of £52,000 (about
a New Yorker, went to Europe short- East. ries of personal appearances in the $200,000) for five pictures, but American films will continue to supply most
ly after the war started.
•
•
of the product for that market, he said.
Harry Arthur, Arthur Lee, The subsidies have been criticized by
Mr. and Mrs. Abe Fishman of
Fishman Theatres, New Haven, have George Weeks, Sam Citron, Wil- Australian leaders as unnecessary.
returned from Miami Beach. With
liam Fitelson, A. W. Smith,
In addition to currency restrictions,
them was Mrs. Philip Saslau, wife
American film companies are faced
Hal
Horne
at
Bob
Goldstein's
Tavof an executive of the circuit.
ern for lunch yesterday.
with an exchange shrinkage in the
•
•
Australian pound, which is now $3, a
M. G. Poller, head of RKO drop of about 22 per cent.
Robert M. Weitman, managingdirector of the Paramount Theatre,
The war has resulted in a rise in
Radio's playdate department, is back
Australian exports to England and
left yesterday for a week's vacation at his desk following a two-week's increased
industrial activity, including
in Miami. Ben Greifer, house man- vacation in Florida.
•
ager, is in charge •during his absence.
the establishment of an aviation industry, Michalove reported. This has
Harry and Jack Cohn, Nate
J. P. Maxfield, director of com- Spingold, Arthur Gottlieb and J. helped business in general to maintain
an even balance, but there has been
mercial engineering of Erpi, led a discussion at the Massachusetts Institute J. Milstein lunching at Lindy's (Slst no boom.
of Technology yesterday, discussing St.) yesterday.
•
auditorium acoustics.
•
Pat Reis, secretary to Howard Zanuck, Kent Going
today.
Morris Nunes, head of Progressive Dietz at M-G-M, observes a birthday
To Chicago Parley
Premiums, New Haven, and Mrs.
Nunes have left for a vacation in
Darryl F. Zanuck, vice-president of
Florida and Havana.
20th Century-Fox in charge of proVan B ever en Named
duction, will arrive in New York early
John A. Schwalm, manager of the
Assistant to Miggins in April and will attend the company's
annual sales convention in Chicago,
Rialto, Northio house at Hamilton,
W. E. Willems Van Beveren has
Ohio, has returned from a Florida been appointed assistant to Benjamin April 12 to 14.
vacation.
Sidney R. Kent, president, is schedF. Miggins, European manager for
•
uled to return from his vacation in
20th Century-Fox, with headquarters
Mitchell Franklin, manager of in Paris, and will sail with Miggins Florida April 7 and will be a principal speaker at the convention. Joseph
the Matfair and Regent in St. John, for Europe Saturday on the Conte di
M. Schenck, chairman of the board,
N.B., has returned from Miami and Savoia.
also may attend.
Havana.
Robert A. Kreier remains as assistHerman Wobber, general sales manant European manager, in Paris. Van
ager, who is now on the Coast, will
John Shannon, owner of the Beveren formerly was an executive
Shannon and Maxon in Portagesville, of American Tobis Corp. and later go from there directly to the convenMo., has returned from a vacation in was associated with John E. Otterson,
tion, over which he will preside.
Florida.
former Paramount
president, in Tri0'
•
National Films.
MOTION PICTURE
Keith Goldsmith, formerly manager
Herb Griffin, vice-president of International Projector Corp., has re- for 20th Century-Fox in Singapore,
DAILY
illness. turned to his office following a short has been transferred to Mexico City.
{Registered U. S. Patent Office)
He has been succeeded in Singapore
•
by Joseph McElhinney, formerly a Published daily except Saturday, Sunday and
Milton Jacobs, M-G-M salesman salesman for the company in the holidays by Quigley Publishing Company,
Inc., 1270 Sixth Avenue, Rockefeller Center,
in Columbus, O., is in the Grant Hos- United States.
New York City. Telephone Circle 7-3100.
pital in that city with an ear ailment.
•
Cable address "Quigpubco, New York." Martin Quigley, Editor-in-Chief and Publisher;
Sears Wins Sheet Prizes Colvin
Gene Raymond is in Springfield,
Brown, Vice-President and General
111., for a recital this week with his
Manager;
Rothacker,
Gradwell L. Sears, general sales President; Watterson
Sam Shain,R. Editor;
JamesViceA.
wife, Jeanette MacDonald.
manager for Warners, on Sunday cap- Cron. Advertising manager; Chicago Bureau,
•
tured the doubles handicap prize at the 624 South Michigan Avenue, C. B. O'Neill,
John Quinn, M-G-M St. Louis Westchester County Club skeet shoot manager; Hollywood Bureau, Postal Union
Boone Mancall, manager, Wilbranch manager, will leave for a at Rye, N. Y. In the singles, Sears Life Building,
liam R. Weaver, Editor; London Bureau, 4,
Florida vacation on April 1.
tied for first place with C. Goudiss. Golden Square, London Wl, Hope Williams,
•
manager,
cable address
"Quigpubco,
London." All contents
copyrighted
1940 by QuigMrs. T. J. Tordan, theatre owner
ley Publishing Company, Inc. Other Quigley
Gary
Decision
Delayed
of Ellington, Mo., has left for a vacapublications: Motion Picture Herald, Better
tion in California.
Theatres, International Motion Picture AlChicago,
March
25.
—
Decision
in
manac and Fame. Entered as second class
•
the suit of Gary Theatre Co. against
Sept. 23, 1938, at the post office at
Ben Rheingold, 20th Century-Fox day.
Balaban & Katz and the major dis- matter,
New York, N. Y., under the act of March
branch manager in St. Louis, is back
tributors today was delayed until Fri- i, 1879. Subscription rates per year $6 in the
Americas and $12 foreign. Single copies, 10c.
from a vacation in the South.
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Motion

RKO

Claims

Filed;

Amount

To

$1,732,984

(.Continued from page 1)
Trust has heretofore received $295,000
and Donovan the sum of $360,000 as
attorney for the trustee and $160,000
while representing the receiver.
A number of other applications were
also filed yesterday. A complete list
of petitions for allowance which Judge
Bondy will consider at the projected
hearing are as follows :
Amount
Name of Applicant
Sought
Atlas Corp
$875,037
(Expenses and unfixed
amount for services)
William J. Donovan
188,659
Irving Trust Co
95,000
John S. Stover
118,225
Lehman Brothers Corp
76,772
City Bank Farmers Trust Co
1,600
Delafield, Marsh, Porter & Hope.. 1,900
J. & W. Seligman Co
8,750
Ernest Stirn
50,000
Six
of
Stirn's
attorneys
72,686
Chemical Bank & Trust Co.
and its attorneys
68,091
Marcus Heiman and his attorneys. . 57,500
Richard B. Scandrett
30,000
Price, Waterhouse Co
4,800
Arthur K. Weber
2,500
White & Case
35,526
Committee of Unsecured Creditors. 10,272
Kommel & Rosenberg
16,871
Central Hanover Bank & Trust Co. 16,250
Larlrin, Rathbone & Perry
12,500
Atlas filed with its application a
detailed statement of out-of-pocket expenditures which had totalled $875,037.
The list set forth the payment of
$300,000 to its attorneys, Simpson,
Thacher & Bartlett; $163,277 to Rathvon & Co. Inc.; $106,250 to W. J.
Merrill; $76,772 to Leo Spitz; $200,000 for salaries and overhead, and
$28,736 for miscellaneous expenses.
Although Atlas studiously avoids
naming an amount for its allowance,
its petition refers to an agreement
made in 1935 by Atlas with RCA under which the former was to receive
$745,000 as compensation. The application states that this agreement was
subsequently nullified, but that it is an
indication of what a fair figure might
be.
Consent Pact May
Omit
Arbitration
(Continued from page 1)
cree conforming to these stipulations
has already been formulated.
Government officials and executives
of major companies, busy discussing
an agreement to settle the New York
suit, are expected to meet in a few
days to iron out the remaining obstacles.
The Government has been convinced, it is reported, that a system
of arbitration is necessary in the motion picture industry, an idea entertained right along by the companies.
For this reason, observers are confident that some form of arbitration
will be embodied in any settlement
plan which might be reached.
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"IT'S A DATE" (Universal)
The loveliest Easter present that Hollywood could possibly have
given to New York. — Lee Mortimer, New York Daily Mirror.
"It's a Date" is a delightful comedy . . . appropriately brightening the
house for the Easter season. . . . Although this is not the best and brightest of the Durbin productions, Seiter has one a creditable job. — Kate
Cameron, New York Daily News.
A joyous and utterly captivating film. . . . Under Mr. Pasternak's wise
guidance, Miss Durbin's seventh picture is not only one of her best, but
a show not to be missed. — Howard Barnes, New York Herald Tribune.
A practically compulsory rendezvous. It is, in the main, a charming,
if highly improbable entertainment. — New York Times.
Few pictures have emerged, even during this brilliant season, that have
afforded more genuine inspiration for laughter . . . It's just about as
satisfactory entertainment as anyone might wish ... A combination of
geniality in dialogue, smart direction and almost perfectly timed portrayals.— Edwin Schallert, Los Angeles Times.
Deanna Durbin has added another accomplishment to her repertoire.
She now acts as well as she sings, proving that she is one of our best
dramatic
Examiner. actresses . . . "It's a Date" is easily her best picture. — L. A.
No star in the fabulous history of Hollywood has ever enjoyed the
privilege of having seven successive hits . . . Deanna Durbin has done the
impossible . . . Highly amusing and suspense-filled. — Jimmy Starr, L. A.
Herald and Express.

RKO

'39

Operations

Show

$186,494

Loss

Net loss of $186,494 is estimated
for RKO's 1939 operations in the
final report of Irving Trust Co. as
RKO trustee, which was filed with
U. S. District court here yesterday.
The estimate is after all charges
but before provision for the current
dividend of $7 per share on the 42,543 shares of Keith-Albee-Orphenipreferred. The estimate includ the ^
$400,000 non-recurring charge dfiv a
lease settlement and $392,777 for film
inventory adjustments due to the European war.
For 1938, the company reported net
profit of $18,604.
The RKO theatre subsidiaries
showed net profit of $1,234,523 for
1939 before interest of $269,215 on
indebtedness to the parent company,
but after all other charges and $400,000 of non-recurring expense from a
lease settlement. Theatre company
profit for 1938 was $1,204,293 before interest of $307,519 interest on
indebtedness to RKO.

"PRIMROSE PATH" (RKO)
As balancing acts go, "Primrose Path" probably succeeds better than
most at being faintly ribald, seamy-sided comedy which yet cautiously
avoids giving more than a minimum of offense to the film industry's
intra-and-extra-curricular censors. ... It is skillful, clever and unreal. —
Frank S. Nugent, New York Times.
The chances are slim that we will see a better screen achievement during the rest of this year. The chances are excellent meanwhile that
"Primrose Path" will be fructifying the whole business of film-making
long after most of 1940's offerings have been forgotten and outmoded. —
Howard Barnes, New York Herald Tribune.
LaCava's direction is capable but somehow the whole thing seems unnecessary to me, but well done. — Wanda Hale, New York Daily News.
Although the picture tends to go overboard at times with too much
dialogue and sordidness, a fine directing job and consistently superior
Mortimer, New York Daily
acting
Mirror. carry it over the rough spots. — Lee

Early Prayers Save
Overtime Programs
Lincoln, Neb., March 25.—
Holy Week is past, and Jack
Hitchcock, KFOR announcer,
who handled each day's
church session on 15-minute
programs,
consisting
of pastor and choir
from different
pulpits, is happy. When the
clergy created an overtime
problem, Hitchcock made a
rule, which he quoted before
the program started in each
case :
"Pray early in the program.
It's embarrassing for me to
break into one with 'Sorry,
that's all the time we have.
This is KFOR, Lincoln'."
Billboards

Upheld

In Theatrical Areas
Restrictions on areas where billboards may be used in New York
City were recommended in the second annual report of the City Planning Commission.
Although the Commission pointed
Two Firms Chartered
out that such signs serve a useful
Albany, March 25.— Certified Film function in the theatrical district and
Producers, Inc., and Rend Amusement did not recommend any curb in that
Corp., both formed in New York section, neighborhood houses in residential areas would be affected under
County, have been incorporated here.
Certified Film was incorporated by the ban.
Annette Gustafson, Blanche Gutlohn
The Commission proposes that billand Marjorie Roth, and Rend Amuseboards be restricted in certain business and retail areas and eliminated in
ment by Jacob Leff, Harry Gold and
Lawrence Levin.
residential sections.

Theis picture
for
1939
estimatedcompany's
at $545,126loss
before
accrual of $1,086,316 interest on indebtednes toRKO. It includes, however, an "extraordinary write-off" of
$392,777 because of war conditions and
a "book loss" on foreign exchange
$116,000 greater than in 1938.
The picture company's net loss in
1938 was $189,474 before interest of
ent company.
$1,058,079 on indebtedness to the parRKO Pathe News showed net profit
of $97,292 last year, compared with
net of $97,199 for 1938.
Gross income for 1939 was $51,451,223, of which $23,001,078 was from
theatre admissions and $25,625,822
was from film rentals and sales. Cost
SMPE
Convention
of film sales and services was $21,952,110; operating and general exIs Set for April 22
penses, $8,625,516, and film service,
The annual Spring convention of
Total current and working assets
the Society of Motion Picture Engi- $6,243,302.
were $18,954,875, of which $7,073,160
neers will be held April 22-25 at Hadcash and $9,660,401 was in picdon Hall, Atlantic City. Convention was ture
inventories. Total assets amount
plans are being formulated by E. A.
to
$71,073,231.
Current liabilities were
Williford, president; W. C. Kunzmann, convention vice-president ; J.
$13,794,394.
I. Crabtree, editorial vice-president,
and Sylvan Harris, chairman of the Bioff Appeal Plea
papers
committee.
A variety
of technical papers will
Delayed to April 8
be read. The opening day's session
Chicago, March 25. — The hearing
will feature an address on "The Gen- on a plea for an appeal by William
eral Outlook for Television," by Bioff, Coast I.A.T.S.E. leader, before
Thomas F. Joyce, vice-president and the Supreme Court of Illinois, today
advertisingfacturingdirector
for RCA Manu- was postponed until April 8 because
Co.
of the illness of Chief Justice Francis
The semi-annual banquet will be S. Wilson.
held in the Rutland Room of the hotel
At the same time, Chief Justice
on April 24. Harry Blumberg of Phil- Prystalski of Criminal Court granted
adelphia, ischairman of the arrange- Bioff a two-week stay on his return
ments committee in Atlantic City.
to jail to allow additional time for the
appeal to be heard.
40 Papers

Are

Billed

Harris' Father Dies
Funeral services were held Thursday for Morris C. Harris, 71, father
Louisville, Ky., March 25. — Near- of Dave Harris of the field service
ly 40 technical papers covering the staff of Quigley Publications. Burial
entire range from projection, sound,
theatre developments, film emulsions was at Mt. Hebron Cemetery, Flushing, L. I.
and lighting to television and frequency modulation, will be read at the
annual convention of the Stage Em- Eastman Wage Dividend
At

Operators

Parley

Rochester, March 25. — The Eastand Motion
Picture
Operators'
Unions ployes
here
on June
3. Among
the
man Kodak Co. today paid $2,362,331
speakers will be F. H. Richardson of in an annual wage dividend to 30,934
the Quigley Publishing Co., who will employes. The amount is an increase
discuss "Advancement in Projection of $217,997 over the payment of last
year due to the increase of personnel.
Practice."
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(Continued from page 1)
double loss, in exhibition as well as
production, only by pictures that please
the public," Hays said, "is an incentiv W"or substantial investment, more
emT^ryment and greater enterprise in
the industry."
The report does not mention by
name either the pending Government
anti-trust suit, which seeks divorcement of affiliated theatres, or the
Neely bill.
On the latter subject, he called it
"ironic" that, in the face of production's record of improvement through
self-regulation, "there should be any
insistence on a subterfuge potentially
more vicious than any form of outright censorship."
"The new censorship movement,"
Hays said, "parades under the name
of 'community selection', except that
self-appointed censors, not the community, are to do the selecting. What
is now urged through misleading
propaganda is really selection without
the consent of the community.
"It would be group selection exercised before, not after, pictures had
been offered to the public, and before
public taste and public opinion had an
opportunity to assert themselves. Under whatever name this is glossed,
such a method would set up an irresponsible censorship by pressure
groups."
The report made many references
to the economies which have been effected in the industry in the past year
because of shrinking world markets
and foreign revenue. At one point
Hays cautioned against any feeling of
complacency or the assumption that
all economies that must be made have
been made in the industry.
He also asserted that the industry
still has to complete many details of
self-regulation, particularly in the
field of trade practices.
His report used a weekly theatre
attendance estimate of "more than
80,000,000." A year ago the Hays organization was using an attendance
estimate of 85,000,000 weekly.
The report commended producers
for maintaining production standards
in the face of losses of revenues
abroad and economy requirements at
home and cited numerous outstandingpictures of the past year as examples
of what is being accomplished.
Hays also asserted that films have
played an important part in shapingpublic opinion in support of American
peace policies.
Repairs

Exhibitor

Reports

'39

Profits
of

!

Slump;

$4,146,813

(Continued from page 1)
$2,617,653 for 1938. Twentieth Century-Fox's 42 per cent interest in National Theatres Corp. indicates an interest in these earnings of $970,665.
The film company paid dividends
on the preferred stock in 1939 of $1.50
per share and on the common stock
of $1 per share. Total dividends
paid amounted to $3,137,834.
Outstanding capital at Dec. 30, 1939,
comprises 926,214 shares of preferred
and $1,741,991 shares of common.
After deducting dividends on the preferred, the balance of earnings for
1939 amounted to $1.58 per share on
the common outstanding.
The report shows net assets in foreign countries owned by the parent
company or subsidiaries of $6,638,197, of which _ $3,737,757 represents
the company's indirect investment in
Gaumont British Picture Corp., Ltd.
The balance of $2,900,440 is represented by other assets in foreign countries, comprising chiefly the assets of
the
tries.distributing units in various counThe consolidated balance sheet of
the company shows current assets of
$30,881,390 as of Dec. 30, 1939, including cash of $8,127,384, as against
current liabilities of $4,515,240. Inventories decreased during the year
by $1,413,729.
Regarding the effect of the foreign
situation on the company, Sidney R.
Kent, president said :
"During 1939 in most of the important countries little difficulty was had
in converting the greater part of foreign net revenues into dollars. However, due to the outbreak of further
hostilities abroad and the subsequent
establishment of more stringent currency regulations in all important foreign countries with respect to the
transfer of foreign to United States
currency, all current assets in foreign
countries may be generally regarded,
for a substantial part thereof, at
least, as not available in the ordinary
course of business for use in the corporation's operations in the United
States. This situation is becoming increasingly burdensome and constitutes

Ousted
from Theatre
For Eating Them,
Patron Sues
St. Louis, March 25. — The question of how far theatre employes may
go in stopping patrons from eatingpeanuts was raised last week in Circuit Court. However, the judge dismissed the suit before the jury could
decide the -issue.
Ervan Craft filed a $5,000 damage
suit against the. management of the
Senate, downtown second run. He
said he suffered nervousness, humiliation and embarrassment when he was
asked to leave the theatre with his
wife and son because the boy was eating peanuts.
He testified an usher warned him
twice to keep the lad from eating peanuts and finally ordered the family
to leave. Craft said he and his family left, but failed to obtain a refund from the ticket office. He said
the boy only ate 10 peanuts and put
the hulls in the bag.
After Judge James McLaughlin had
dismissed the case, one of the jurors
said he thought Craft was entitled to
a refund of 40 cents.
100

Honor

Pasternak

For

Arrested

Film

Ad

Stunt

Buffalo, March 25. — Garson M.
Jaffa, manager of a theatre at Cortland, N. Y., near Syracuse, has been
arrested on charges of publishing untrue, misleading and deceptive advertisements inconnection with the publicizing ofa film on prison life.
The ads, appearing in a newspaper
personal column, ostensibly offered
convicts the services of an expert in
gaining paroles. Maj. Frank I. Hanscom, executive officer of the N. Y.
State Parole Board, vigorously asclaredsailed
: the publicity stunt. He de"Their insertion,
violation of Section
law, which concerns
tising and carries a

we believe, is a
481 of the penal
fraudulent adverpenalty as a mis-

Jaffa was arraigned before Judge
Donald W. J. Yager, and pleaded not
demeanor."
guilty.
No trial date has been set.
10%

Boost

Enjoyed

By
Easter
Grosses
(Continued
from page
1)
show, grossed an estimated $60,000
for the first four days of the second
week follow
at theonMusic
Hall. "Rebecca"
will
Thursday.
In its 14th capacity week at the
Astor, "Gone With the Wind" drew
an estimated $22,000. "Castle on the
Hudson" grossed an estimated $5,600
in its third week at the Globe and
"Human Monster" started on Satur-

At Variety Luncheon
Philadelphia, March 25. — Joseph
Pasternak, Universal producer, was
honored at a luncheon today by the
day. At the Rialto, "Millionaire PlayVariety Club upon his arrival from
boy" drew an estimated $5,500 in six
the Coast en route to New York.
days and was replaced on Thursday
About 100 attended, including Lou
Pollack, Eastern advertising and pub- by "Black Friday."
licity head for Universal ; Jay Emanual, chief barker of the Variety Club ;
Mrs. Edna R. Carroll and John Clyde
Fisher, members of the state board
of censors ; David Weshner, of Stanley-Warner, and George Schwartz,
Universal branch manager.
In a brief speech, Pasternak recalled that when he had come to
the United States 19 years ago, he
was given his first job in Philadelphia. His employer at that time was
among the luncheon guests. Pasternak revealed that the next Deanna
Durbin vehicle will be "Spring Pa-

a serious problem."
Roxy Theatre 53-Week
Surplus Put at $73,043
Roxy Theatre, Inc., wholly owned
subsidiary of 20th Century-Fox Film
Corp., reports earned surplus for the
53 weeks ending Aug. 31, 1939, of
$73,043.76. Theatre receipts from
admissions for the period amounted
to $1,889,981.81. The surplus figure
compares with an earned surplus on
Aug. 25, 1938, of $55,578.

on Lincoln

House Cost $65,000
Lincoln, Neb., March 25.— Bids
have been opened here for $65,000
worth of improvements on the Liberty,
which will increase the seating of the
Nebraska Theatres, Inc. property from
900 to 1,100. Fireproofing this old
landmark and modernizing the interior will take until about June.
Built in 1892, the Liberty is an old
i legitimate house. The stage will be
i removed to make room for the extra
| seats. The gallery will be eliminated,
!' but the balcony will remain.
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Picture
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on
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Bingo Test Case April 1
Buffalo, March 25. — District Atrade." torney Leo J. Hagerty has scheduled
the long-awaited Bingo test case for
trial April 1 before Judge George H.
Rowe in county court. Defendant is
Old Vienna, Inc., operators of the old
Gayety, charged with violating a section of anti-gambling laws in connection with the operation of Bingo
games.

Miles Joins Lloyd
Hollywood, March 25. — John Peere
Miles, last publicity director for Samuel Goldwyn, today joined Frank
Lloyd Productions, Inc., in a similar capacity. Lloyd is now producing
"Tree of Liberty" for Columbia.

Roy Haines Returns
Ben Kalmenson, Western and
Southern sales manager for Warner
Bros., is on a trip conferring- with
branch managers on the Sears Drive.
During his two-week trip he will visPathe Votes Dividends
it Chicago, Kansas City and Dallas,
The board of directors of Pathe
among others.
Corporation has declared a regRoy_ Haines, Warner Eastern and Film ular
quarterly dividend of $1.75 per
Canadian sales manager, returned yesshare
on
the $7 convertible preferred
terday from a week's trip to the comstock,
payable
April 1, 1940 to stockpany's
in Albany, Buffalo, Cinholders of record March 26.
cinnatioffices
and Pittsburgh.
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"Jack Pot"
"The Big Premiere"
(M-G-M)
(M-G-M)
Punch-packed, thrilling and enterChased by a cop from a de luxe
taining, this "Crime Does Not Pay" premiere at the Carthay Circle, thej
kids of Our Gang make their ownul
subjectempire
describes
howon agambling
large city's
crime
is built
slot "fillum" and stage their own "pre- j
machines. Starting with the nickels
meer," and
in actors
Spanky's
barn.
th^ro- 'j
ducers
in their
own A picture,
and
dimes drugstores,
poured into the
the racket
"iron pyramen" the youngsters are always funny, and
in corner
mids into a big business octopus that
will have a lot of fun watch- i
ensnares supposedly reputable city of- grownups
Running time, 10 mins. !
ficials and leaves murder and havoc ing them.
in its wake. This film will open the
Door Will Open"
eyes of many who condone the "harm- "A
(M-G-M)
less
games."
Roy
Rowland
directed
a
large and capable cast. Running time,
19 mins.
Of all Carey Wilson's subjects on
supernatural phenomena, this is per-!
haps the strangest. A young com"Seattle, Gateway to
poser, struggling for recognition, is<
given his first encouragement by the ;
spirit of his dead landlady, which:1!
(M-G-M)
The Northwest"
leads him to success. Years later, !
The color camera of James A. Fitz- when defending a plagiarism suits;
Patrick describes this Gem City of the which threatens his career, the com-j
Pacific Coast with his usual thoroughness. Included is the story of poser is guided by the spirit to an inexplicable solution to his worries. Ab-'j
the growth of Seattle from a village sorbing and
intriguing, the film is
to its present status as a lumber and bound to create comment.
11 mins.
aviation center, set in the midst of a
scenic wonderland. Well done from
every angle. Running time, nine mins. "The Domineering Male"
(M-G-M)
Prof. Pete Smith, with hilarious:
"Home on the Range"
(M-G-M)
humor, here presents a course on how
Hector, a playful calf of the lone to ensnare the male while making him1
prairie, is introduced by Hugh Har- think he is the aggressor. Both sexesman in this color cartoon. He well will find the film enlightening and:
may become a standard character ; he funny. A blond at a party meets the
is that likeable a little chap. Hector man of her dreams — he has a bank
prefers to roam away from his mother account — and forthwith sets her cap
and frolic with his friends of the for- for him. She has some narrow esest, but almost falls prey to villainous capes, but finally lands the fish. This ;
Mr. Wolf, from whom he escapes after is Johnny Hines' first effort at script
hair-raising adventures. Running writing and directing. Running time,
time, nine mins.
10 mins.
Miss

Steber,

Win
■ Just published for the first time, Theatre
Management
Record and Annual Tax
Register,

meets the urgent need of exhibitors

for a simplified theatre bookkeeping
Devised
Record

to

cover

data,

the

enables you to keep a complete

and

up-to-the-minute

all operating

system.

account

of every phase of

your business without any bookkeeping experience. Exhibitors, this accounting system
has been

compiled expressly for your convenience. Itis designed particularly for your

needs and is a self-operating safeguard against
losses and tax troubles. Once tried, you will
be amazed

at its utter simplicity. Order today

and take advantage

of the special introduc-

Met

Kent
Auditions

Eleanor Steber, soprano, and Arthur Kent, baritone, were named winners of the Metropolitan Opera "Auditions of the Air" by Edward Johnson, director, during a nationwide
hookup on Sunday. The. event marked
the end of the fifth 26-week series in
the talent hunt for new operatic talent.
The winners received $1,000 each,
bronze plaques and places in the
Metropolitan Opera Co. Emery Darcy, tenor, was awarded a fellowship
of $500. Among those in the audience of 1,500 were Lily Pons, Rose
Bampton, Giovanni Martinelli and
Bruna Castagna.
Air Religious Music
CBS will present a special broadcast of ancient liturgical music with
the Vatican choristers featured on
Sunday at 2 P. M. in a pickup from
Rome. Brief accounts of the religious
sections and interpretation of the
Latin phrases will be used in the
music.

tory price.
Songwriters

QUIGLEY
ROCKEFELLER CENTER

BOOKSHOP
NEW

YORK

Meet

Today

Annual meeting
of thewillSongwriters'
Protective
Association
be held at
the Hotel Astor at 2:30 P.M. today.
Election of officers, report of the president, Irving Caesar, and discussion of
relations with music publishers are
scheduled.

Six

New

Films

Win

Legion's Approval
The National Legion of Decency
has approved six of the seven films
reviewed and classified for the current week. Three were found unobjectionable for general patronage,
three unobjectionable for adults and
one was condemned.
Class A-l, Unobjectionable for
General Patronage — -"It's a Date,"
"Oh Johnny, How You Can Love,"
"Viva_ Cisco Kid." Class A-2, Unobjectionable for Adults — "Free,
Blonde and Twenty-one," "Men With- j
out Souls," "The Outsider." Class C,,f
Condemned — "Strange Cargo."
Hays

Postpones
Silverstone Talks
The meeting between Will H. Hays
and Maurice Silverstone, United Artists chief executive, which had been
scheduled for yesterday to discuss the
company's resignation from the
M.P.P.D.A., was postponed because of
the pressure of other engagements on
the part of both. The meeting is
expected to be held in several days.

Extend Museum Showing
The Museum of Modern Art is
holding two showings daily this week;
of its film program, "A Short History j
of Animation," to accommodate children on Easter vacation from school. '
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Providence

Hollywood, March 25. — Eleven pictures finished last week and seven
started, to bring the total of productiotroibefore the camera to 31, four
less-^an last week. Nineteen are being prepared and 63 are being edited.
Busiest lot is M-G-M where six are
shooting. Next is Warners with five.
Columbia
Finished — "Dead Man's Isle."
In Work— -"The Lone Wolf Meets
a Lady," untitled western.
M-G-M
Finished — "Two Girls on Broadway," "Andy Hardy Meets a Debutante."
In Work— "Waterloo Bridge,"
"Pride and Prejudice," "The Mortal
Storm," "20 Mule Team," "Susan and
God," "Boom Town."
Monogram
Finished — "Tomboy," "Pals of the
Purple Sage."
Started — "Cowboy from Sundown."
Paramount
In Work — "The Ghost Breakers,"
untitled Henry Aldrich, "North West
Mounted Police."
Started— "I Want a Divorce."
RKO
In Work — "Tom Brown's School
Days," "Anne of Windy Poplars."
Started— "The Villain Still Pursued Her."
Republic
Finished — "Covered Wagon Days."
In Work — "Women in War."
Started— "The
Crooked War,"
"Gaucho Serenade."
Roach
Finished — "Turnabout."
Small
In Work — -"South of Pago Pago."
20th Century-Fox
} Finished — "Lillian Russell," Untitled "Cisco Kid."
In Work— "Maryland," "Million
Dollar Diamond," "The Young
People."
Universal
Finished — "I Can't Give You Anything But Love, Baby."
In Work—"U I Had My Way,"
"Ski Patrol."
Wanger
Started — "Personal History."
Warners
Finished— "Flight Eight."
In Work— "The Sea Hawk," "All
This and Heaven, Too," "Torrid
Zone," "Brother Orchid."
Started— "The Life of Knute
Rockne."
Sound Men Negotiate
Hollywood, March 25. — Sound
Technicians, Local 659, I.A.T.S.E.,
which last week made demands for
what amounts to 54 hours' pay for a
42-hour week on independent studios
and sound service organizations, today continued its bargaining with companies. Several companies are reported to have signed contracts, but
this could not be confirmed.
Buzzell Acquitted
Los Angeles, March 25. — J. W.
Buzzell, vice-chairman of the American Federation of Labor Conference
of Studio Unions, was acquitted of a
charge of reckless driving today.

Hits

Off

11

Finished

7
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Providence, March 25. — Grosses
were down here because of Holy
Week and the opposition of the Europeon Ice Revue at the Rhode Island
Auditorium. The only good business
was at the RKO Albee, where "House
of the Seven Gables" and "Black Friday," drew $7,200.
Estimated takings for the week ending March 20-21:
"House of the Seven. Gables" (Univ.)
"Black Friday" (Univ.)
RKO- ALBEE — (2,239)
(25c-35c-50c) 7
davs. Gross: $7,200. (Average, $6,000)
"The Man from Dakota" (M-G-M)
"Men Without Souls" (Col.)
LOEWS STATE— (3,232) (2Sc-35e-50c) 7
days. Gross: $9,500. (Average, $11,000)
"Three Cheers for the Irish" (W. B.)
"Calling Philo Vance" (W. B.)
MAJESTIC— (2,250) (25c-35c-50c) 7 days.
Gross: $4,500. (Average, $7,000)
"The Farmer's Daughter" (Para.)
"The Fatal Hour" (Mono.)
STRAND— (2,200) (25c-35c-50c) 7 days.
Gross: $4,200. (Average, $6,000)
"Honeymoon Deferred" (Univ.)
FAY'S— (1,800) (25c-35c-40c) 7 days.
Stage show with Naitto Family: Valentine
Vox and Ruth Denning; Paul Kirland Co.;
Banks & Fay ; and Gregory & Raymond.
Gross: $4,600. (Average, $6,500)
"Strange Cargo" (M-G-M)
"The Ghost Comes Home" (M-G-M)
CARLTON— (1,526) (25c-35c-50c) 7 days,
2nd week. Gross: $2,900. (Average, $3,500)
days) Maisie" (M-G-M) (3 days)
"Congo
"Charlie McCarthy, Detective" (Univ.) (3
"Vigil in the Night" (RKO) (4 days)
"Thedays)
Housekeeper's Daughter" (U. A.) (4
EMPIRE — (2,200) (20c-30c) 2nd run.
Gross: $1,500. (Average, $1,700)

Seattle's
Keep

$9,000,

Holdovers

Grosses

Down

High

Seattle, March 25. — "Young Tom
Edison" and "Charlie Chan in Panama" led here with $7,600 at the Paramount. Holdovers held down grosses
generally, but the Palomar, with
"British Intelligence" and a stage
Minneapolis, March 25. — Un- show, drew $5,100. The weather was
seasonable weather and the pre-Easter fair and warm.
activity had an adverse effect on boxoffice receipts in the Twin Cities.
Estimated takings for the week ending March 22 :
Best business in Minneapolis was "Northwest
Passage" (M-G-M)
BLUE MOUSE— (950) (25c-40c-55c) 7
done
by "Broadway
Melody
1940"
at the
State, where
the ofpicture
days, 3rd week. Gross: $3,100. (Average,
grossed $6,000. In St. Paul the same $4,000)
"Grapes of Wrath" (ZOth-Fox)
picture was high grosser at the ParaFIFTH AVENUE— (2,500) (25c-40c-55c) 7
$7,000)
days, 2nd week. Gross: $6,400. (Average,
mount
with
$3,900.
"Seventeen"
did
well in both cities, with $5,200 at the "The House Across the Bay" (U. A.)
Minneapolis Gopher and $3,400 at the
LIBERTY— (1800) (25c-40c-55c) 7 days.
St. Paul Rivera.
2nd week. Gross: $4,000. (Average, $5,000)
1940" (M-G-M)
Estimated grosses for the week end- "Broadway
"Emergency Melody
Squad" of(Para.)
ing March 22:
MUSIC BOX— (950) (25c-40c-55c) 7 days,
3rd week. Gross: $3,600. (Average, $4,000)
Minneapolis :
"Seventeen"
(Para.) (U. A.)
"Slightly Honorable"
"Knights of the Range" (Para.)
ORPHEUM — (2450) (25c-40c) 7 days.
"Young Orvie"
as You (RKO)
Feel" (ZOth-Fox)
Gross: $5,000. (Average, $6,000)
"Little
"British Intelligence" (W. B.)
"Outside the Three Mile Limit" (Col.)
PALOMAR— (1500) (20c-25c-40c) 7 days.
ASTER— (900) (15c-25c) 7 days, dual bills,
split week. Gross: $1,500. (Average, Band
Stage: andHarryEntertainers.
Owens'
Royal
Gross:Hawaiian
$5,100.
(Average, $5,000)
$1,500)
"Grapes of Wrath" (20th-Fox)
Tom Edison" (M-G-M)
CENTURY— (1,600) (25c-40c) 7 days, 2nd "Young
"Charlie Chan in Panama" (ZOth-Fox)
week. Gross: $4,200. (Average, $4,000)
PARAMOUNT—
(3050) (25c-40c) 7 days.
"Chump at Oxford" (U. A.)
Gross: $7,600. (Average, $6,000)
ESQUIRE— (290) (25c-40c) 7 days, 2nd
week.
Gross: (Para.)
$1,000. (Average, $1,000)
"Seventeen"
GOPHER— (990) (25c) 8 days. Gross: Majestic Reorganization
$5,200. (Average, $2,500)
Chicago, March 25. — A reorganiza"Vigil in the Night" (RKO)
tion plan for Majestic Radio & TeleORPHEUM— (2,900) (25c-40c) 7 days.
vision Corp. has been filed in Federal
Gross: $5,300. (Average, $4,500)
Court, which provides for $165,000 of
"Broadway Melody of 1940" (M-G-M)
STATE—
(2,300) (25c-40c)
7 days. Gross: new capital and continued use of the
$6,000.
(Average,
$4,000)
Holy Week
Causes
"Green Hell" (Univ.)
name Majestic by the reorganized
WORLD— (400) (25c-55c) 7 days. Gross: company. Unsecured creditors would
$1,600. (Average, $1,600)
be paid in new preferred stock and
Slump in Montreal
stockholders would be given rights to
St. Paul:
new debentures and common stock.
Montreal, March 25. — The poorest
box-office period of the year, Holy "Vigil in the Night" (RKO)
ORPHEUM — (2,000) (25c -40c) 7 days.
Week, found "Gone With the Wind" Gross: $3,300. (Average, $3,200)
playing to $12,000 for its fifth and "Broadway Melody of 1940" (M-G-M)
PARAMOUNT— (2,500 )(25c-40c) 7 days.
final week at Loew's. "Little Old New Gross:
$3,900. (Para.)
(Average, $4,400)
"Seventeen"
York" grossed $4,600 at the Palace
for the top showing among regular
RIVIERA— (1,000) (25c) 7 days. Gross:
$3,400. (Average, $1,800)
runs, while "Swiss Family Robinson," "Saint's Double Trouble" (RKO)
on a double bill at the Capitol, ac- "Missing Evidence" (Univ.)
counted for $4,200.
"Man Who at Wouldn't
Talk" (ZOth-Fox)
Large" (Col.)
Estimated takings for the week end- "Fugitive
TOWER-(1,000)
(25c)
7 days, dual bills,
ing March 22 :
split week. Gross: $1,700. (Average,
$1,600)
"Swiss Family Robinson" (RKO)
"Green Hell" (Univ.)
"The Saint's Double Trouble" (RKO)
WORLD—
(1,000)$1,000)
(25c) 7 days. Gross:
CAPITOL— (2,547)
(25c-40c-55c-65c) 7 $1,200.
(Average,
days. Gross: $4,200. (Average, $8,000)
"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
LOEW'S—
week.
Gross:(2,800)
$12,000.(75c-$1.13)
(Average,7 days,
$8,000) 5th
'Invisible* and Acts
"Cavalcade" (20th-Fox)
ORPHEUM— (919) (25c-35c-50c) 7 days.
Gross: $1,600. (Average, $5,000)
Top Kansas City Lull
"Little Old New York" (ZOth-Fox)
PALACE— (2,600) (25c -40c -55c -65c) 7 days.
Kansas City, March 25.— "The InGross: $4,600. (Average, $10,000)
visible Man Returns," plus a stage
"The Earl of Chicago" (M-G-M)
show, gave the Tower the best show"Fast and Furious" (M-G-M)
PRINCESS — (2,272) (25c-35c-50c-65c) 7
ing, $6,200 in a poor pre-Easter week
days, 2nd week. Gross: $2,900. (Average, for first
runs. "Three Cheers for the
$5,500.
Irish" and "Slightly Honorable" drew
$4,700 at the Orpheum. The weather
was mild.
Gives 'Rat'
Omaha
Estimated takings for the week end$6,000, Others Off
March 19-21 :
Omaha, March 25. — "Brother Rat "The ingGrapes
of Wrath" (ZOth-Fox)
and
$6,000
at the
ESQUIRE— (800) (25c-40c) 7 days, 2nd
Omahaa Baby"
for thepulled
best of
a mediocre
week. Gross: $2,200. (Average, $2,500)
week. Bad weather combined with "The Man from Dakota" (M-G-M)
on a Budget" (Col.)
pro hockey playoffs to hurt theatre "Blondie
MIDLAND— (4,000) (25c-40c) 7 days.
business.
Gross: $7,400. (Average, $9,500)
Sidewalks of London" (Para.)
Estimated takings for the week end- "The
NEWMAN— (1,900)
(25c-40c) 6 days.
Gross: $5,100. (Average, 6 days, $6,400)
ing March 20-21 :
"Three
Cheers
for
the
Irish"
(W. B.)
"Three Cheers for the Irish" (RKO)
"Slightly Honorable" (U.A.)
"Blondie on a Budget" (Col.)
ORPHEUM
—
(1,500)
(25c-40c)
BRANDEIS— (1,200) (25c-35c-40c) 7 days. Gross:
$4,700. (Average, $5,000) 7 days.
Gross: $3,800. (Average, $4,000)
"The
Invisible
Returns" (Univ.)
"Brother Rat and a Baby" (W. B.)
TOWER-(2,200)Man (25c)
7 days. Stage:
"Free, Blend and 21" (20th-Fox)
Hullabaloo,
with
Danny
& Edith, George
OMAHA— (2,200) (25c-40c) 7 days. Gross: West, Stalac Bros. & Pearl,
Guy Cherney.
$6,000. (Average, $6,000)
Gross: $6,200. (Average, $6,000)
"The Light That Failed" (Para.)
"The
Grapes— of
Wrath" (ZOth-Fox)
"He Married His Wife" (ZOth-Fox)
UPTOWN
(2,000)
(25c-40c) 7 days, 2nd
ORPHEUM — (3,000) (25c-40c) 7 days. week.
Gross: $2,300. (Average, $3,500)
Gross: $6,500. (Average, $7,200)
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'Father of Wireless' Dies
Edouard Branly, known in France
as the "father of wireless," died
Sunday at the age of 76 in his Paris
laboratory.
New Television Shows
Two new television shows are
planned which should have considerable interest. On Friday, March 29,
A. Finkenberg's Sons, furniture dealers, will sponsor a documentary history of their store. In April, an intercollegiate debate will be televised
with the speakers using diagrams and
blackboards to illustrate their talks.
10,200 Visited New Studio
New studios of WIRE, Indianapolis, were visited by more than 10,200
persons during the first week of
operations, studio officials declare.
Personalities in the News
Oscar Levant, musical expert on
"Information, Please," will be guest
Music Hall"
Crosby'sat "Kraft
on Bing
over
NBC-Red
10 P. M. on Thursday. Errol Flynn and Brenda Marsh-all will also be guests on the same
show. . . . Kenneth Clayton, theatre
columnist for the Des Moines Register and Tribune, and his zvife have
been signed for a series of 15-minute
programs over KRNT, Des Moines.
Sponsored by Tri-State Theatres,
the program zvill feature comments
on films. . . . Ed Linehan, program
director for KRNT-KSO, is the father
of a baby daughter, Elisabeth Ann. . . .
Robert C. Mayo of the WABC
sales staff, is engaged to marry
Miss Barbara Jacobs. . . . "Barnacle
Bill," radio entertainer, and L. Alnudler, World-Telegram photographer ,
will be guests of Mary Moriarty, on
"Let Your Hair Down" over WMCA
^Saturday at 9 P.M. . . . Morton
Gould, IVOR bandleader, zvill have
his latest composition, "Cowboy Rhapsody," on the air for the first time on
Thursday, 9:30 P.M., over WOR.
Sunspots Hurt Broadcasting
Local broadcasting was not affected
by the freak currents set up by sunspots on Sunday and yesterday although it was necessary to reshuffle
several programs because transAtlantic broadcasts could not be picked up.
CBS was forced to cancel its news
roundups from European correspondents. Wire service, which was also
badly affected, prevented transmission
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Court

Upholds

FCC

Licensing

Of Station Despite 'Economic Injury'
Washington, March 25. — Possible economic injury to an existing
broadcasting station by the licensing of a new station need not be
considered by the F.C.C., the U.S. Supreme Court ruled today in
reversing a decision of the District of Columbia Court of Appeals.
WKBB, Dubuque, la., had brought injunction proceedings to halt
construction of a competing station by the Dubuque TelegraphHerald, on the grounds that WKBB had been operating at a loss
and that the new station would draw revenue from the same advertisers.
Associate Justice Roberts pointed out that if such economic loss
were a valid reason for refusing a license, it would mean that the
Commission's function "is to grant a monopoly in the field of
broadcasting, a result which the act itself expressly negatives."

distance record for television, reception approximately 250
miles away, was achieved on Easter
Sunday. W2XBS, NBC station in
New York, transmitted two Easter
services, one Protestant and the other
Catholic.
The General Electric station near
Schenectady picked up the signal and
re-transmitted it. In a weather observatory atop Whiteface Mountain,
third highest peak in the Adirondacks,
three scientists and a party of observers saw and heard the services.
The G. E. station, incidentally, is RCA
Cries
now re-transmitting all W2XBS programs on weekends and is expected to
announce a regular schedule within
Suspends
the next few months.
ANEW

Picture

Stations

Submitted

Plan
to FCC

Washington, March 25. — Patterns
for the placement of frequency modulation stations to give national service,
requested last week by the F.C.C,
were submitted to the Commission today by F-M
Broadcasters,
Three
classes
of stationsInc.
would be
required for national coverage, it was
said. Forty high-power station-- on
six channels could cover the e/thwri

couldcountry
cover intermediate
half oftionsthe
while several' areas
'staof importance to the west on the
northwest Pacific coast and San Francisco and Los Angeles. Separation of
stations on the same channel would
be not less than 400 miles and of stations on adjacent channels 150 miles
'Politics 9 as FCC
or more, it was said.
Lower powered stations could be
used
in covering small communities
Television
Order
with separations of not less than 30
miles for stations on the same chan(Continued from page 1)
nel. As soon as F-M Broadcasters
the obsolesence of all present transmission and receiving equipment if the complete their testimony it is expected
mission's original ruling is planned.
demands of F-M broadcasters were that RCA representatives will oppose
Although RCA will not suspend its met.
any allocation which would deprive
drive to sell sets, it was learned that
Reluctance of RCA officials to dis- television of any of the channels now
all advertising had been temporarily
cancelled. The NBC station, W2XBS,
cuss the present situation was attrib- assigned to it.
uted to the fact that the F.C.C. had
will continue with its present program
previously
resented an editorial in the
policy.
New York Times on the eve of its
Houses
Executives of RCA, NBC and first decision on commercial television. Trans-Lux
RCA Manufacturing were in a confer- At that time, RCA was accused of
Show Profits Drop
ence from 11 A.M. until 4 P.M. yesthe Commission's hand, and
terday, but they declined to make any forcing
comment on either the decision or officials yesterday were anxious that
Net profit of $85,858, equivalent to
be no repetition of the incident.
their future plans. New York City there
11.92 cents a share on the outstanding
The
political
and
economic
aspects
dealers who flooded RCA with calls of the latest decision were stressed stock, is reported by Trans-Lux
to learn future plans were told that most heavily yesterday. RCA argued Corp. for the year ended last Dec.
RCA is continuing to sell television during the original hearings that the 31. This compares with net of $133,sets.
717, equivalent to 18^4 cents a share,
Observers noted the likelihood that employment of thousands hinged or for 1938. A dividend of 10 cents a
the decision to allow commercializa- share was paid in each year.
RCA would charge that the Commistion and it is expected that this argusion was interfering with private
Theatre operations showed a net
ment will be repeated on April 8 with
business and preventing the . orderly additional
emphasis.
loss of $29,775. Ticker operations regrowth of a new industry. It was
sulted in gross income of $305,910
David Sarnoff, president of RCA, and a net
of $110,950.
also pointed out that although the said :
Business at four newsreel theatres
Commission refused to permit televi"I am amazed at the action of the
sion set sales because of a fear of
Trans-Lux showed an inCommission. We have spent nearly operated creasebyin the
last four months of
obsolesence, its current hearings on
$10,000,000
in
developing
television
frequency modulation would result in
1939,
due
to
interest
in war news,
and in trying to create a new art and
gross business at these thea new industry. We though that we and the
atres was about equal that of the year
of the summaries of baseball games were proceeding exactly in accordance before, Percy N. Furber, chairman of
on Sunday from Florida, and WOR with the order on this subject as rethe board, reported. However, genwas compelled to delay the broadcast
eral conditions affected the three
cently adoptedthat
by the
the new
Commission."
for one hour before the wire cleared.
He hinted
F.C.C. orhouses operated as subsedere was the result of pressure from Trans-Lux
ton.
quent run feature theatres, including
"some people," presumably manufac- two in New York and one in BosProgram News
turers and broadcasters who were outGeorge A. Hornell has signed a
distanced in the television field by
new contract with CBS for 52 weeks
"The theatre in Boston has just reRCA and wanted development retardcently turned the corner and is on a
sponsorship of "It Happened in Hollyed until they could catch up. He dezvood." Effective April 29, the pronied
the
F.C.C.
contention
that
receivpaying
basis," shows
said Furber.
gram will be heard at a new time,
The report
$312,189 income
ers now in use would become obsolete
8:45 A.M., Mondays through Frifrom
theatres
operated
by whollyda ys, in New York, 5 :30 P.M. in in a comparatively short time.
owned subsidiaries, with $208,813 opPhiladelphia, and 3 :15 P.M. over the
RCA Advertising Blamed
erating
expenses, exclusive of depreremaining 36 stations. . . . American For
ciation
and amortization.
New FCC Order
Tobacco has renewed "Your Hit PaWashington, March 25. — F. C. C.
rade," with Mark Warnow and Barry officials today indicated no intention
Joins Board of CBC
Wood, for 52 weeks over CBS.
to retreat from the attitude toward
Toronto, March 25. — Dr. J. S.
commercial television by RCA, which Thompson has been named to the
FCC Revokes KGFI License
led to the order Saturday suspending
of governors of the Canadian
Revocation of the license of KGFI, previous authorization to begin limited board
Broadcasting Corp. on which the film
commercial
operation
on
Sept.
1,
and
Brownsville, Texas, effective April
industry is represented by N. L. Na15, was ordered by the F.C.C. over calling for new television hearings to thanson,
president of Famous Players
the weekend. The order will be held begin April 8.
Canadian
Corp. Dr. Thompson has
The commission action avowedly was been a resident
in abeyance pending the outcome of a
of Canada only since
hearing, if the station requests a trial the result of RCA advertising, which 1930 when he came from Scotland,
of the issues.
the commission charged was an at- where
he graduated from Glasgow
University.
tempt to promote the sale of receivers
Unauthorized transfer of management of the station on Oct. 7, 1938 on the strength of the permission to
by the Eagle Broadcasting Co., the accept expense cor-ts from sponsors.
WOV
Aids N. Y. Fund
licensee, to James G. Ulmer and M.
The F. C. C. declared that premaD. Gallagher, and the subsequent
WOV was the first metropolitan
ture exploitation might leave the pubtransfer to Lawrence D. Yates on
lic with obsolete receivers in the station to offer its facilities to the
April 22, 1939 was alleged by the event of a major improvement, and Greater New York Fund which beF.C.C. to be in violation of Section might tend to freeze standards at the
gins its drive on April 1 with a meet310 of the Communications Act.
ing at Madison Square Garden.
present level.
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Vaudeville

AGVA
Negotiates Deals;
New Policy Offered
The American Guild of Variety
Artists is considering a plan to offer
special inducements to film houses for
the restoration of vaudeville in theatres which previously had a vaudeville or stage show policy. Hoyt S.
Haddock, executive secretary, is sponsoring the plan.
Haddock, who made the disclosure
at a membership meeting which ended at dawn yesterday, did not reveal
the details. However, it is understood to involve a package deal whereby the exhibitor will receive all the
acts for a fiat sum. In houses where
the policy will be tried experimentally,
complete live talent shows will be provided for weekends or single nights if
desired, it was said.
Haddock declared that negotiations
with a committee of circuits interested
in vaudeville had progressed to a stage
where there was agreement on all
points except two. He declined to
specify what had been agreed upon,
but said that he expected a complete
agreement within the next two weeks.
The committee representing the
vaudeville circuits includes Sidney
(Continued on page 2)

K-A-0

in

MARCH

$110,822,303,

Hays
Of

U. S. A., WEDNESDAY,

15%
Cost

For

YORK,

Shows

Slight

Drop in Net Profit
Keith-Albee-Orpheum Corp. and
subsidiaries yesterday reported net
profit for 1939 of $976,627 after all
charges, equivalent to $15.18 per share
on 64,304 shares of 7 per cent cumulative preferred stock outstanding.
Net profit for 1938 after all charges
was $996,995, equivalent to $15.50 per
share on the preferred.
B. F. Keith Corp. and subsidiary
companies reported net profit for 1939
of $575,271 after all charges, as compared with $752,011 for 1938.
The Keith-Albee-Orpheum report
for 1939 includes a non-recurring
charge of $400,000 for a lease settlement. The company's report to stockholders shows income of $15,259,929
for last year, of which theatre admissions amounted to $13,554,669. Film
costs were $3,801,182; salaries and
wages, $3,349,605, and operating expenses and theatre overhead were
$5,062,265.
The report shows current assets of
$3,279,717, of which $3,203,502 was
cash, and current liabilities of $1,164,421.

The industry spent an estimated
$110,822,303 on 527 pictures produced
in the United States during 1939, according to the annual report of Will
H. Hays to the M.P.P.D.A.
The expenditure represents an average cost per picture of $210,289, compared with an average picture cost of
$223,000 the preceding year, according
to Hays' estimates.
Figures are based upon fees paid
by producers for Production Code
seals during 1939. The P.C.A. fee_ is
determined by the cost of the individual picture. In addition, the estimated
production expenditure does not include pictures made abroad under
quota requirements nor does it include
short subjects or newsreels.
Moreover, the figure is not representative of actual production costs
for the year, in that it covers only
completed and released pictures. It
does not include expenditures for unproduced stories and plays acquired
during the year nor for productions
which were started but not completed.
Run of 'Pinocchio'
Extended at Center
"Pinocchio" will be held over at the
Center for at least five days of an
eighth week because of capacity holiurday.day week business beginning last SatThe picture was scheduled to close
at the Center today, but the run has
been extended until Sunday, at least.
(Continued on page 2)

No

'Snooping'
Terms,

Allied

In Chicago

April

19

Chicago, March 26.— Jack
Kirsch, president of Allied of
Illinois, today confirmed April
19-21 as the dates for the national convention of Allied
States Association at the Morrison Hotel here. Kirsch said
he will announce the names
of the various committees
next week.

Bamberger

Slated

As Ampa
President
Leon J. Bamberger, sales promotion
manager of RKO, was selected as
the official candidate for president of
the Ampa at a meeting of the nominating committee yesterday. He will
succeed Paul Lazarus, Jr., of Warners.
Nomination is tantamount to election.
Annual elections will be held April 11.
Others on the official slate are : For
vice-president, Louis Pollock, Eastern
advertising and publicity manager for
Universal ; secretary, Kenneth Clark,
publicity director of the Hays office,
and treasurer, Edward Schreiber of
Warners publicity staff.
On the board of directors, the committee named Martin Starr, Eli Sugarman, Lou (Continued
Lifton, Paul
Benjamin
and
on page
6)

on

Rodger s

It would be "presumptuous" and
"unethical" for a sales head to inquire
into the licensing terms that affiliated
theatres obtain from other film companies, William F. Rodgers declared
yesterday at a pre-trial examination
in the Government's "key" anti-trust
suit.
Rodgers, who testified for a full
afternoon, will continue on the stand
this morning. Neil F. Agnew, sales
manager of Paramount Pictures, will
testify in the afternoon.
The Government interrogated Rodgers on what transpired at conferences
held at offices of the M.P.P.D.A., intimating that film executives exchanged notes on sales policies at these
meetings. The Loew's official .emphatically denied the Government inference. At the few meetings he had

Will Convene

License
Tells

U.

S.

attended, no such conversations took
place, Rodgers said.
It would serve no useful purpose for
Loew's sales department to learn what
clearance and rentals were imposed
upon Loew's theatres by other distributors,
asserted.price
"I get
what I think
is Rodgers
a sufficient
for
our films without regard for what
others ask," Rodgers stated.
Discussions between the Loew's
sales and theatre departments are confined to questions of exploitation and
the reaction of the public to M-G-M
films, the sales executive maintained.
Frequently pictures are bracketed as
to price classifications after test runs
in
out of town Loew's theatres, he
continued.
Rodgers stated that clearance was
(Continued on page 2)

700
Operators Affected
In 150 Metropolitan
Circuit Theatres
Wage increases totaling 15 per cent
to be granted to approximately 700
projectionists in 150 metropolitan circuit theatres within the next three
years were agreed upon yesterday between major circuits and Operators
Union, Local 306.
These increases will be divided in
three parts, the first boost being eight
per cent, retroactive to Sept. 1, 1939.
An additional five per cent will be
given on Sept. 1, 1941, and an extra
two per cent slated on Sept. 1, 1943.
An extra week's vacation, bringing the
total to two weeks annually, also was
agreed upon.
Threatened Strike Last Year
The settlement came on the eve of
the
of the local's strike
call anniversary
last year.
The agreement stabilizes the projectionist situation for the entire length
of the contract, which expires on Aug.
31, 1945. The contract, which was
entered into in 1935, provided that
wages and hours were to be readjusted
annually after Sept. 1, 1937. Under
the terms of yesterday's agreement,
the hours will remain at 30 per week
and there will be no further necessity
for adjusting wages.
Fight Goes to Arbitration
The current controversy started last
Summer when Local 306 demanded a
25 per cent wage tilt. After months
of futile negotiations, it was decided
to submit the issues to arbitration.
However, after many hearings the impartial arbitrator, Prof. M. J. Handler, obtained the consent of both parties to yesterday's settlement, thus terminating the hearings and obviating
(Continued on page 3)
Deadlock in Fair
Closed Shop Fight
Efforts of actor unions to
obtain a closed shop at the
New York World's Fair have
reached a deadlock and the
unions have instructed their
licensed agents not to book
actors into any of the concessions at the Fair.
Fair officials have taken the
stand that they could Mot
legally
compela closed
concessionaires to install
shop,
but unions have refused to
accept this view.
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(Continued from page 1)
first imposed upon films at the request
of exhibitors who desired protection
from competing houses. In 1924 provisions were inserted in licensing contracts covering admission prices because anumber of theatres had opened
with "ridiculous admission prices" in
some instances with charges as low as
3c, he said.
Regret was expressed by Rodgers
for fixing permanent clearance in
some of the long term franchises which
he had signed up with theatres. The
advent of new houses and a switch
in playing policies by others had
caused some inconvenience because of
fixed clearance terms, Rodgers stated.
He told Special Assistant Attorney
General Robert L. Wright that he was
making efforts to change this system.
The majority of M-G-M films are
rented to Loew's metropolitan theatres
on a percentage basis, Rodgers testified. Rentals were fixed at the beginning of the season and a picture
designated to play on a percentage is
distributed to all Loew's houses on
percentage terms, he declared.
Rodgers was represented at the
examination by John W. Davis and
J. Robert Rubin, general counsel for
M-G-M.

a presiHARRY dent, COHN,
y
left for the Columbi
Coast yesterda
by plane after a Florida vacation and
home office conferences.
•
Anthony Muto of Fox Movietone
News will confer with Democratic
convention executives in Chicago on
Wednesday regarding film coverage of
the convention July 15.
•
William R. Lewis, Jr., ad sales
manager of the San Francisco 20th
Century-Fox exchange, was married
last week to Rebecca K. Boyes of
Tracy, Cal.
•
Dr. J.
Theatres,
car from
family at

B. Fishman of Fishman
New Haven, will return by
a Florida vacation with his
the end •of the week.

Maurice Bergman, Columbia advertising and publicity director, returned
at the studio.yesterday from a week's visit
•
David Cherman of the Lawrence,
New Haven, is recuperating at New
Haven Hospital after an emergency
operation.
•
Lana Turner and Artie Shaw,
recently married, left Hollywood yesterday to spend about three weeks in
the East.
•

CHARLES
E. MCCARTHY,
Charles Sonin,
Arthur Loew,
Walter Huston, Lee Shubert, Ray
Bolger, Arthur Krim and Sidney
day.
Kingsley lunching at Sardi's yester•
Nathan Goldstein, Adolph Haas,
Oscar A. Doob, Leonard Goldenson,
Ancil Noel, T. J. Connors, Ed
Saunders, Mrs. Howard Dietz and
Capt. P. C. Passman lunched at
Nick's Hunting Room at the Astor
yesterday.
•
Monroe Greenthal, William
German, Alan Freedman, Abe
Montague, W. Ray Johnston, Hal
Horne, William Fitelson and Harry Thomas at the Tavern for lunch
yesterday.
•
Harry, William and Lou Brandt,
Sam Shain, Arthur Gottlieb, Jack
Schlaifer, James Mulvey and J. J.
Milstein lunching at Lindy's (51st
St.) yesterday.
•
Rube Jackter, Columbia assistant
sales manager, has returned from a
vacation in Florida.
Warner

Ad

Cash

to Robbers,

Tears to Manager
Indianapolis, March 26. —
Containers of tear gas in the
safe
the Olson
StrandofTheatre
here Circuit's
failed to
deter
yeggs
who
broke
into
the house early today.
They hauled the 400-pound
safe to the outskirts of the
city, opened it in the fresh
air and made away with $170
in cash and a $65 microphone. n
A
jhiy.
Circuits

Back

Drive

ToRevive Vaudeville
(Continued from page 1)
Piermont, Loew's ; William Howard,
RKO ; Harry Mayer, Warners ;
Harry Kalchiem, Paramount ; William Brandt, Brandt theatres ; and
Aubrey Schenck, Skouras theatres.
Negotiations with the motion picture
presentation houses committee were
started yesterday. Members of the
latter committee include Irving Lesser, managing director of the Roxy,
Piermont and Mayer. Negotiations
with the Entertainment Managers Asmorrow. sociation, club bookers, will start to-

Sales

The meeting yesterday adopted a
Drive Next Week resolution condemning attempts to involve the United States in the war and
Advertising accessory salesmen in
urging
members not to act as
Make Historical Shorts
Warner exchanges will participate in
Academic Film Co. has been organJames A. Coston, Warner Theatres a "Sears Drive Ad Sales Week," "stooges" at benefits where the atfavor this
any country.
of the belligerized for the production and distribu- executive, is back in Chicago from a March 31 to April 6, in conjunction
entstemptandis to
involve
tion of a series of two-reel films based month's vacation in California.
with
the
sales
drive
honoring
Grad•
on important events in American hiswell L. Sears, general sales manatory. The first subject, now ready
William Sussman, Eastern division manager for 20th Century-Fox,
of 'Pinocchio'
for release, is "Our Constitution,"
Slogan of this year's drive is, "An RunExtended
at Center
portraying the causes and events im- left last night for •Cleveland.
(Continued from page 1)
advertising
order
with
every
show."
mediately leading to the Constitutional
Special emphasis will be placed on the
of silk screen accessories which It will open at the Palace tomorrow
Convention in 1787. The company is
William C. Gehring, 20th Cen- sale
recently were added by the company.
as scheduled, and thus will be playing
headed by Milton J. Salzburg and
tury-Fox Central division head, is ger.
Harold Baumstone.
vacationing in Florida.
Salesmen and bookers will cooper- at two Broadway theatres simultaneously for the remainder of the week. It
ate in pushing accessories sales during the last two weeks of the Sears is also being held for a second week
at the Brooklyn Albee.
drive, which ends April 15.
LUXURIOUS SKYSLEEPERS!
Estimated
for yesterday
the picture'sis
seventh
weekgross
ended
Sleep your way over Dixie,
Circuit Heads Going
plain and desert. Wake up in
summertime! Only American
To 'Dark Command
$29,000.
flies the smooth, Southern
Sunshine Route!
James R. Grainger, Republic presi- Set Educational Hearing
dent, reports that a large group of cirWashington, March 26. — The Secuit heads and exhibitors in the Midcurities and Exchange Commission
west and South will attend the world yesterday ordered a hearing April 23
premiere
"Dark
at at the New York regional offices to
Lawrence, of
Kan.,
April Command"
4.
determine whether the 60-cent dividend
Included among those who are cumulative preferred stock of $5 par
$1 par common of Educascheduled
to attend
are :Dallas
R. J. ;O'Donnell,
Interstate
Circuit,
Elmer value and
tional Pictures, Inc., should not be
Rhoden, Fox Midwest, Kansas City ; suspended or withdrawn from registration on the Chicago Board of Trade.
Harry C. Arthur, St. Louis Amusement Co. ; Harry Warren, Central
States Circuit, Des Moines, and ClarMOTION PICTURE
Schultz, Commonwealth Circuit,
Kansasence City.
Southern

Sunshine

Overnight

to

Route

California

And
the Sun Country
FOUR TRANSCONTINENTAL FLIGHTS DAILY
• It's a delightful
sleep viato
California
and the night's
Southwest
American Airlines! Save days of
travel! For reservations, call your
Travel Agent or HAvemeyer
6-5000. Ticket offices: 45 Vanderbill
Avenue arid Rockefeller Center at
18 W. 49th St.

FREQUENT, CONVENIENT
SERVICE TO
Dallas, Ft. Worth, El Paso,
Tucson, Phoenix, Los Angeles.

AMERICAN
AIRLINES
ROUTE OF THE FLAGSHIPS

4*tc.

Tom Murtha Honored
Tom Murtha, president of Local 4,
I.A.T.S.E., Brooklyn stagehands, was
honored at a testimonial banquet last
night at the St. George Hotel in
Brooklyn. Several hundred persons,
including many labor and civic officials, attended. Murtha is also president of the Central Trades and Labor
Council of Greater New York.
ATTRACTIVE OFFICES
PROJECTION ROOM AND
VAULTS
AVAILABLE AT
REASONABLE RENTAL.
723 Seventh Ave.
Inquire Supt.
WITH
FILM
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15%

Wage

Increase

the necessity of any arbitrator's decision.
Acting with Prof. Handler on the
arbitration board were C. C. Moskowitz, vice-president of Loew's in
charge of metropolitan theatres, and
Major L. E. Thompson, in charge of
RKO theatre operations, representing
V(\ circuits ; Joseph D. Basson, presiof 306, and Bert Popkin, New
York business agent, representing the
union.
About $100,000 will be paid in back
wages to Sept. 1, but no estimate could
be made of the total amount to be paid
for the wage increases in the future
because of varying booth costs, union
officials said.
On Nov. 14, arbitration proceedings
between the union and the I.T.O.A.
of New York resulted in an award of
a 10 per cent increase, retroactive to
Sept. 1, and a second week's vacation.
However, the contract with the IT.
O.A. does not expire until 1947 and
the question of wages and hours ma;
be reopened in the future.
Senate

Passes

Bill on Pari-Mutual
Albany, March 26.— The N. Y.
State Senate today passed Senator
John J. Dunnigan's pari-mutuel horse
race betting bill by a vote of 32 to 14
after rejecting several amendments.
The bill goes to the Assembly for a
vote tomorrow.
The measure of Senator Condon
embodying restrictions on projection
booths, was reported out favorably today by the Senate labor and Industries Committee and was advanced
from general orders to the third reading calendar.
The Assembly today passed unanimously the Goldstein bill extending
the provisions relating to false advertising inradio broadcasts.
Expect

Film

Picture

Spurt

By British 20th-Fox
London, March 26. — On his arrival
here from the United States, Robert
Kane, head of 20th Century-Fox British production, is expected to announce
plans for a major production schedule.
It is understood here that 20th Century-Fox isgoing ahead with single
quota films. One film, starring Will
Fyffe, and titled "Neutral Port," already has a unit on location in France.
It will be followed by "Inspector
Hornleigh Joins Up," starring Gordon
Harker.
'Singapore9 Gross
Big in 38 Key Cities
Paramount's "Road to Singapore"
grossed $227,168 over the three-day
Easter weekend in 38 initial key city
engagements, Robert M. Gillham, director of advertising and publicity, reported yesterday.
The figure is approximately $50,000
greater than the gross of "Union Pacific" for its opening three days in the
same 38 cities last April. The latter
picture's gross was $177,045.
Dies on 80th Birthday
San Francisco, March 26. — Hugo
D. Keil, veteran owner of the New
Mission Theatre, died here on his
80th birthday.
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N.Y.

Motion

Hollywood

Review

Aid

Campaign

N.Y.
on

Fund

April

1

Screen, stage and radio stars will
contribute their services in a Town
Meeting at Madison Square Garden
April 1, launching the 1940 campaign
Hollywood, March 26. — Alfred Hitchcock's first American film is a of the Greater New York Fund, achighly polished and workmanlike production of a Daphne du Maurier
cording to John A. Brown, president
novel dealing morbidly with a sordid incident in the life of an English of the Socony- Vacuum Oil Co., chairman of the drive.
gentleman.
General
Hugh S. Johnson will be
As expertly fashioned for screen by Robert E. Sherwood and Joan
the
chief
speaker,
Fred Waring will
Harrison, after adaptation by Philip MacDonald and Michael Hogan,
be master of ceremonies and James
the story emphasizes character development, studying at length and
Fund president, will prein persistent detail the moods and temperaments of many individuals G. Blaine,
side. A feature will be a dramatic,
dwelling within the central figure's sphere of influence. It is lavishly musical "living newspaper," titled
staged and meticulously produced.
"Give Us This Day." Entertainers
will include Glenn Miller, Tommy
Obviously adult fare, the film's salability may be determined by the
fact that it has behind it an enormously popular, and comparatively re- Dorsey, Dorothy Maynor, Molly
cent novel. The interpretation of that story, heavily laden with over- Picon and others.
The Fund serves 393 voluntary sotones of dramatic conflict as it is, nevertheless has been accomplished
cial welfare and health agencies aidwith consummate skill, in direction, acting and atmosphere. A basically
ing all races and creeds throughout
human conflict, it should have strong appeal.
New York. The Town MeetLaurence Olivier and Joan Fontaine head an accomplished cast which Greater
ing will not be a benefit, with no
includes George Sanders, Judith Anderson, Nigel Bruce, Reginald money being solicited, Brown declared.
Denny, C. Aubrey Smith, Florence Bates, Gladys Cooper and Melville Cooper, to name but a few. All of these perform skillfully.
The story is not pretty. Olivier meets and marries Miss Fontaine, Pittsburgh Promotes
takes her to his English estate and allows her to be compared, by serLocal Conventions
vants and friends, to his first wife, a social leader whose tragic death
Pittsburgh, March 26.— Theatres,
a year previously has been set down as accidental. The spirit of the night clubs and other play spots may
departed, kept alive by the household in a hundred ways, makes the soon receive box-office stimulation
through a City Council subsidy and
new wife's life miserable.
At length a storm at sea reveals the body of the departed in the hulk funds from a variety of business organizations for convention promotion,
of her sunken boat and Olivier, who believes himself responsible for her
death, tells Miss Fontaine the circumstances of her demise, revealing also if plans contemplated by the mayor
and commercial leaders are approved.
that she was a faithless woman.
Pointing to a revenue of $4,034,000
After much exploring of sordid evidence, by a coroner's jury and by coming to the city from conventions
one of the dead woman's lovers now bent on blackmailing the husband, during the past year, estimated by the
it is discovered that the departed was afflicted with cancer and deter- Convention and Tourist Bureau,
mined to end her life in a way calculated to bring her husband under Mayor Cornelius D. Scully indicates
that he will ask the council for an
suspicion of her murder. This discovery saves him from conviction.
Running time, 125 minutes. "A."*
Roscoe Williams appropriation to help defray the expenses of the bureau.
Theatres are estimated to have re*"A" denotes adult classification.
ceived about $200,000 from the 79,162
delegates to 147 conventions here last
AGVA
Formulating
year, and other amusement enterprises
Bank Night Action
collectively, about the same amount.
Drive
in
Pittsburgh
Awaits Ohio Appeal
Hotels are supposed to have grossed
Pittsburgh, March 26. — Plans for
Washington Court House, O.,
approximately $1,000,000 from conMarch 26. — Through an agreement by organizing performers in motion pic- ventioners and restaurants outside of
hotels,
$400,000.
ture
presentation
houses,
vaudeville
both sides, the temporary injunction
obtained in Common Pleas Court by circuits and night clubs will be formulated on Thursday at a special comHoy Simons and Alice Smoots Payne,
mittee meeting of the American Guild Settlement of Fox
operating the Fayette, restraining City
Manager Edwin Dulcy and Police of Variety Artists here.
Claims Approved
Chief Jack Wolfe from stopping Bank
Initiation fees for performers joining in this area will be waived until
Night, will continue in force.
Camden, N. J., March 26.— A
It will continue pending final out- May 1. Dues will be $12 annually for $500,000 settlement of $1,400,000 on
claims
against the bankrupt estate of
chorus
and
$16
for
principals.
The
come of a similar case against the
Mayflower, at Troy, O., in which the drive will be headed by Tom Kelly, William Fox was approved yesterday
Second District Court of Appeals re- head of Philadelphia's A. G. V. A. by
Judge Court
John here.
Boyd Avis in Federal
District
cently upheld a decision of the lower local. After the Pittsburgh drive gets
The settlement has been accepted,
court declaring Bank Night a game under way, the next cities to be organized will be Detroit, Cleveland, subject to court approval, by Allen B.
of chance, and in violation of the state
lottery laws. The Troy case is to be Buffalo, Seattle, Montreal, St. Louis Endicott, Jr., of Atlantic City, Federal trustee in bankruptcy. It was
and
Kansas City, according to Hoyt S.
carried to the Ohio Supreme Court.
retary.
Haddock, A. G. V. A. executive sec- offered by the All-Continent Corp.,
Fox family holding company. Judge
Chicago Drive Starts
Avis
gave creditors the right to apChicago, March 26. — The Jewish
peal within 30 days.
Welfare Fund starts work on their Allied Unit Fights
drive for funds with a luncheon at the
Congress Hotel tomorrow. Jack Rose,
on Golfing
Chicago Dual Bills Palumbo
chairman, John Balaban, Edwin SilChicago,
March
26.
—
A
committee
verman and Jack Kirsch head the has been named by Allied Theatres
Honor Roll for Year
committee, which has a quota of of Illinois to work out a plan for the
Leonard Palumbo of the Warner
elimination of double and triple fea- home office publicity department has
$105,000.
tures, premiums and giveaways and been named on the Metropolitan Golf
Extend Car Giveaway
other problems of the theatre business. Association 1940 honor roll.
Palumbo is listed in the four-stroke
The committee named for this purKansas City, March 26. — The
pose consists of Jack Kirsch, Allied handicap group, and takes his place on
giveaway of a Ford car, $500 in 62
cash prizes, and 100 pairs of tickets president, Jack Rose of Indiana-Illi- the list among a field of 62 outstanding
nois Theatres, Verne Langdon, Van golfers in the Metropolitan area. Paeach week for the next 10 weeks by
Fox Midwest Theatres, Inc., is being Nomikos and Charles Nelson, indelumbo in past years has been a consistent high scorer in the annual Film
pendent theatre operators. The first
participated
by 105 Missouri,
of the circuit's
theatres in in
western
Iowa, meeting of the committee is scheduled Daily tournament, winning the low
for late this week.
Illinois, Nebraska and Kansas.
gross awards in 1937 and 1939.
"Rebecca"
{Selznick-U. A.)
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CLARK GABLE, JOAN CRAWFORD in
"STRANGE CARGO" with Ian Hunter,
Peter Loire, Paul Lukds, Albert Dekker,
J. Edward Bromberg, Eduardo Ciannelli
A Frank Borzage Production 'Screen Play
by Lawrence Hazard* Based on the Book
"Not Too Narrow, Not Too Deep" by
Richard Sale ' Directed by Frank Borzage
Produced by Joseph L. Marskiewicz
A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture
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Boston
'Singapore'
Hits

Hollywood

Review

$35,000,

Chicago

Best

'Chickadee'
Beyond
(RKO)

Tomorrow
Good$16,500

Hollywood, March 26. — This first of Lee Garmes' Academy Productions for RKO release is the first film since "On Borrowed Time" to
Chicago, March 26. — "Road to
Singapore" at the Chicago gave that deal realistically with the Hereafter and the manner of bridging over
house fine business for Holy Week, from Here to There. Three of the principal characters, Charles Winninger, C. Aubrey Smith and Harry Carey, die in mid-picture but
getting $35,000. "Congo Maisie" at continue present in wraithlike substance, visible only to the audience,
the Garrick, with $5,200, and "Joe and striving to influence beneficially the lives of loved ones left behind them.
Ethel Turp" at the State-Lake, with These are Richard Carlson, Jean Parker, Maria Ouspenskaya and Alex
$14,800, were other strong pre-Easter Malesh. Helen Vinson and Rod LaRocque are others in the living cast.
attractions. Business elsewhere was
Exploitation possibilities, apart from the obvious usefulness of the
off. The weather was unsettled most
name cast, are such as have been available to exhibitors playing pictures
of the week.
of this unusual variety since the days of "Earthbound." A highly
Estimated takings for the week end- imaginative chronicle, it lends itself to imaginative showmanship, imposes no restrictions on inventiveness in ad copy save, of course, the
ing March 20-23 :
rules of dignity and good taste.
"Sidewalks of London" (Para.)
days.
APOLLO — (1,400) (35c-55c-75c)
Adele Camandini wrote the screenplay from an original by herself
Gross: $3,700. (Average, $6,000)
and
Mildred Cram. The story is about three old men who take two
"Road to Singapore" (Para.)
CHICAGO— (4,000) (3Sc-55c-75c) 7 days. young people into their care and, following sudden death, remain on
Stage: Revue. Gross: $35,500. (Average,
$3- 000)
earth, invisibly, to watch the romance flower, fade, encounter tragedy
"Congo Maisie" (M-G-M)
GARRICK— (1,000) (35c-55c-75c) 7 days. and, finally, triumph. Miss Camandini also served as associate proGross: $5,200. (Average, $5,000)
ducer, with A. Edward Sutherland directing.
"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
Running time, 85 minutes.
"G."*
Roscoe Williams.
ORIENTAL— (3,200)
(75c-$1.10-$1.50) 7
days, 8th week, 3 shows daily. Gross:
$35,600. (Average, $13,000)
*"G" denotes general classification.
"Bill of Divorcement" (RICO)
"Millionaire Playboy" (RKO)
PALACE — (2,500) (3Sc-55c-75c) 6 days.
2nd week. Gross: $6,800. (Average, $12,000 Sale of G. N. Assets
"Grapes of Wrath" (20th-Fox)
Trans-Lux
Officers'
ROOSEVELT— (1,300)
(35c-55c-75c) 7
Scheduled Today
days. Gross: $8,000. (Average, $11,000)
Salaries
Disclosed
"Joe (M-G-M)
and Ethel Turp Call on the President"
Harry G. Fromberg, trustee of
STATE- LAKE — (2,700) (25c-35c-50c) 7 Grand National Pictures, was authorTrans-Lux Corp. and subsidiaries
days.
Stage: Vaudeville revue. Gross:
ized to conduct Coast examinations of
$14,800. (Average, $12,000)
last year paid its officers and directors
"Northwest Passage" (M-G-M)
E. H. Allen, vice-president of Edu- total remuneration of $127,613 and
UNITED ARTISTS— (1.700) (35c-55c-75c)
cational Studios, Inc., Richard J. Pearl
7 days, 4th week. Gross: $8,800. (Average, and Harold Lewis in an order of Fed- 3,500 shares of stock which had a
$14,000)
market value of $4,312, it is disclosed
eral Judge Murray Hulbert signed in the notice of the annual stock"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
WOODS— (1,100) ($1.10-$1.50) 7 days, 8th yesterday.
week, 2 shows daily. Gross: $13,300.
Examinations arise out of a contro- April 10. holders' meeting which will be held
versy between G. N. and Educational
Remuneration of three executives
as to the ownership of films, fixtures is listed as follows : Percy N. Furber,
and other properties held by Educa- chairman of the board and chief extional, Fromberg's application stated. cutive officer, $40,608 ; Percival E.
Sale of G. N. assets will be held to- Furber, president of the corporation
day at a hearing before Referee Peter and vice-president of all subsidiaries,
B. Olney, Jr.
$20,340 ; Leslie E. Thompson, president of subsidiary theatre companies,
$25,220
and 1,000 shares of stock with
Guild, Equity Discuss a market value of $1,187. There are
Theatre Experiments six other salaried officers.
Reelection of the full slate of 11 diThe Dramatists Guild yesterday
rectors is scheduled at the annual
offered to meet with Actors Equity
to discuss concessions to be made to meeting. With the number of shares
own, directors are : Robert W.
aid experimental theatre groups. Con- they
Atkins, no shares ; Robert Daine,
cessions would probably involve low- 3,000; George H. Eichelberger, 500;
ered royalties for dramatists and sub- Harold P. Farrington, 100; Percival
minimum salaries for performers.
Equity asked that the Guild meet E. Furber, 1,500; Percy N. Furber,
to discuss the problem last year but 24,320; Robert L. Gordon, 500; Edwin G. Lauder, Jr., 10,000 ; George
the Guild failed to respond. Elmer
H.
Robinson,
5,150; Walter Siemers,
Rice, president of the Guild, yesterday
declared that meetings could start as I, 000; Leslie E. Thompson 4,500.
soon as Robert Sherwood, former
president, is available.
WHAT
A
Bamberger
Slated

SOCK

IT

PACKS!

Gives

As Ampa
President
Urge Bingo Be Legalized
(Continued from page 1)
Lancaster, Pa., March 26. — As a
result of a test case here which re- Lazarus, in addition to the four nominated officers.
sulted in a county jury defining
Any
seven members may present
Bingo as gambling, petitions are bein? circulated asking the state legisla- other candidates within the next week.
ture to legalize Bingo at the special Rutgers Neilson of RKO was chairsession next month.
man of the nominating committee.
Postpone Club Dance
St. Louis, March 26. — The Variety
Club's proposed charity dance to raise
money for pneumonia serum for city
hospitals has been postponed indefinitely because of the club's inability to
obtain big-name acts and a band at
this time.

Party Aids Buffalo Blind
Buffalo, March 26. — Proceeds of
a theatre party to be held April 1517 at Shea's Buffalo, under the joint
sponsorship of the Buffalo Lions Club
and Shea interests, will be diverted
to a local fund to aid blind persons.

Boston, March 26. — Although
grosses sagged a bit because of Holy
Week. The Keith Memorial, with
"My Little Chickadee" and "Honeymoon Deferred,"
its second
week. grossed $16,500 iv^

"I TalaP1
with from
tan,"Man
Metropoliand
TheWoman"
DaThis
kota," grossed $17,000. "Of Mice and
Men" and "Five Little Peppers" drew
Loew's State and $15,000 at
$12,000
Orpheum.
Loew's at
Estimated takings for the week ending March
20: (RKO)
"Marines
Fly"
"Murder News" (Warwick)
"One Hour to Live" (Univ.)
"Special Inspector" (Warwick)
KEITH
BOSTON— (3,200) (25c-30c-40c)
split week, 4 and 3 days. Thurston Magic
Show
on stage
(Average,
$8,000) first half. Gross: $10,000.
"My Little Chickadee" (Univ.)
"Honeymoon Deferred" (Univ.)
KEITH
MEMORIAL— (2,907) (25c-35e40c-55c)
days, 2nd week. Gross: $16,500.
(Average,7 $15,500)
"Castle on the Hudson" (W. B.)
"The Ghost Comes Home" (M-G-M)
PARAMOUNT — (1,797) (25c-35c-40c-55c) 7
days. Gross: $8,000. (Average, $7,000)
"Castle on the Hudson" (W. B.)
"The Ghost Comes Home" (M-G-M)
000)
FENWAY
(1,332) (Average,
(25c-35c-40c-55c)
days.
Gross:— $5,000.
$4,500) 7
"I Take This Woman" (M-G-M)
"Man from Dakota" (M-G-M)
METROPOLITAN — (4,367) (25c-35c-40c55c) 7 days. Gross: $17,000. (Average, $15,"Judge
and Son"
"SlightlyHardy
Honorable"
(W. (M-G-M)
B.)
SCOLLAY
—
(2,500)
(25c-35c-40c-50c)
7
days.
Gross:
(Average,
$4,000)
"Of Mice
and $5,000.
Men" (U.
A.)
"Five Little Peppers at Home" (Col.)
LOEW'S STATE— (3,000) (25c-35c-40c-55c)
7"Ofdays.
$12,000.(U. (Average,
$11,500)
Mice Gross:
and Men"
A.)
"Five Little Peppers at Home" (CoL)
$17,000)
LOEW'S
ORPHEUM—
(2,900) (Average,
(25c-35c•Wc-55c)
7 days.
Gross: $15,000.
Connors,

Managers

Meeting Tomorrow
Thomas J. Connors, Eastern, Southern and Canadian division manager of
M-G-M, will conduct a two-day meetoffice.ing of district managers in his division tomorrow and Friday at the home
Those attending will be E. K.
O'Shea, New York; John J. Maloney, Pittsburgh ; Robert Lynch,
Philadelphia; Maurice Wolf, Boston,
and Charles E. Kessnich, Atlanta.
Also expected is Henry Nathanson,
general manager of Regal Films, Toronto, or Gordon Lightstone, Regal
sales manager.
"Gone With the Wind" sales, the
Summer sales drive to be held in June,
August and other matters
July beanddiscussed.
will
Lomba

Sails

Friday

For Venezuela Post
E. F. Lomba, Central American
home office representative for 20th
Century-Fox, sails Friday on the
Santa Rosa for Venezuela where he
will assume duties as acting manager,
succeeding Julio Amadeo, who recently died. will arrange a sales meeting
Lomba
of Central American managers in Havana which will be held under the
direction of Walter J. Hutchinson,
director of foreign distribution, while
en route to attend London and Paris
conventions in May.
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Brevities

Roy C. Witmer, NBC vice-president
in charge of sales, leaves tomorrow
for a business trip to the Coast. He
zvill return in three zveeks. . . . Bernard Herrmann, CBS musical director,
zvill have his cantata, "Moby Dick,"
given its premiere by the New York
v&lharmonic Symphony Orchestra on
Thursday, April 11. . . .
'Martha Raye zvill be Rudy Vallec's
guest on the Seal test show over NBCRed at 9 :30 PM. tomorrow. ... Elmer Davis, CBS news analyst, has
joined the editorial board of the
Saturday Review of Literature. . . .
Lee Gordon, formerly stage director
at Loew's State in Cleveland, has been
named musical director of WTAM,
Cleveland. He succeeds Walter Logan, who died last week. . . . Claude
Rains will be heard in the title role
of "Benedict Arnold" zvhich will be
presented on "Cavalcade of America"
next Tuesday at 9 P.M. over NBCBlue. . . .
Elissa Landi will appear on "Fifth
Row
over Dunne
MutualandSunday
5 P.M.Center"
. . . Irene
Williamat
Powell will be featured in "Love Affair" on the
Theatre"
over CBS
next "Lux
MondayRadio
at 9 P.M.
...
Mel Allen has been signed to do the
play-by-play description of the home
games of the New York Yankees and
Giants over WABC. . . .
Rhea Diamond, assistant to Leon
Diamond, WMCA publicity director,
moves to WNEW as assistant to Dick
Bard on Monday. Judy Dupuy, Bard's
present assistant, has resigned to become assistant to John McMamis,
radio editor of PM, forthcoming afternoon tabloid. . . . Herman Bess has
signed a new five-year contract as executive vice-president of WNEW,
zvhile his assistant, Irene Davis, has
been promoted to the post of commercial traffic manager.
Benny Shows from New York
In connection with the premiere
of his latest Paramount film, "Buck
Benny Rides Again," which opens at
the Paramount on April 24, Jack
Benny will bring his radio troupe
to New York for broadcasts from
the local NBC studios on two Sundays, April 21 and 28.
Program Notes
"Musical Americana," the Westinghouse show, will add KYUM , Yuma,
to the network carrying the show
tomorrow, bringing the total to 99
NBC-Blue stations and two short
wave stations. . . . "Dr. I. Q." moves
its Monday night NBC-Red show
from Grauman's Chinese Theatre,
Hollywood, to the Palace in Dallas
on April 8. . . . Revue of Chez Harry,
night club, will be aired nightly except Mondays over WMCA at 12:15
A.M. beginning today.
Sam Taylor's "Hollywood Sound
Stage" has been renewed for an adaitional 52 weeks by its sponsor, Kay
Preparations, over WHN. The show
moved to a new time yesterday, 6:15
P. M., and will be heard Tuesdays,
Thursdays and Saturdays for the
sponsor.
188th NBC Affiliate
WSJS, Winston-Salem, N. C, is
the latest station to join NBC,
bringing the total number of affiliates to 188. It will join the southeastern group of the network.

Glorifying the Usher
Glorifying the movie usher,
"On Your Job" will dramatize
the job of the young man in
uniform at film houses in
"This Way Please" over NBCRed on Sunday, April 7, at
12:30 P. M.
Edward Jennings, chief of
staff at the Radio City Music
Hall, will appear as guest on
the program. Incidents dramatized will be based on the
actual experience of ushers.

Pasternak

Advises

More Big Pictures
"High quality pictures, not Governmental legislation, can accomplish
more to cure whatever ails the indusThis opinion was expressed yesterday by Joseph Pasternak, Universal producer, as he arrived from Philtry."
adelphia, where he was honored by
the Variety Club.
Production of high-budgeted films
must be continued, despite dwindling
receipts from the European market
and the increasing cost of labor, to
meet the demands of American audiences, Pasternak said.
Pasternak will return to the Coast
after a week's stay here and a visit
at Washington.
Claims
Seek

Communists
Theatre

Funds

Charging that the League for a Federal Subsidized Theatre was "Communist-inspired," Louis Schaeffer, director of Labor Stage, urged Actors
Equity yesterday to refrain from indorsing any movement initiated by the
League. The Equity council agreed
to defer any action until next week
when Schaeffer will appear before the
council with his evidence.
Schaeffer declared that he favored
a Federal theatre or a Government
subsidy but that it was "doomed if
backed by Communists." He urged
that a group of theatrical unions
should sponsor such a movement.
Two

Cities

Three

for

to Make
Columbia

London, March 26. — Columbia today announced that three British films
will be made for the company by Two
Cities Film Co., confirming the report
last week in Motion Picture Daily.
The first film, based on a story concerned with the use of radio in Germany, will be produced by Mario
Zampi, directed by Anthony Asquith,
and will star Clive Brook and Diana
Wynyard.
NBC Builds in Frisco
San Francisco, March 26. — Construction of a downtown building to
house NBC studios and offices here
will be undertaken soon, according to
Mark Woods, vice-president and treasurer, and Benjamin Clancy, traffic
manager. Woods and Clancy, here to
inspect present facilities, found them
inadequate.
Union Dinner Friday
Fifteenth anniversary dinner of
Empire State M. P. Operators Union
and testimonial to Abraham I. Kindler, president, will be held Friday
night at the Murray Hill Hotel.

Broadcasters

Newsreel
In Alternative

Offer

Parade

Washington, March 26. — Objectors to the allocation of additional frequencies for F-M broadcasting in the
Easter observances and the sailing 40 mc. band
will propose as an alterof the Queen Mary feature the latest
native that frequency modulation staissues of the newsreels, contents of
tions be given channels in the area
zvhich follow :
formed today.
above 100
mc, the F.C.C. was inMOVIETONE NEWS, No. 57— Queen
Mary leaves New York. Easter observed.
Frank W. Wozencraft, counsel for
British cruiser in New Zealand.. Forest
fires in Australia. Lew Lehr. Ice carnival RCA, disclosed that his witnesses toin New York. Four-year-old golfer in
morrow would testify that adequate
action.
operation of one of the three classes
NEWS OF THE DAY, No. 255— Norse
armyeds inmaneuvers.
Easter Dooms
observed.
Co- of stations proposed by F-M Broadaviation training.
9th Ave.
casters, Inc., could operate satisfac"L" in New York. Egg rollers at White
torily inthe higher band and will show
House.
Queen Mary sails. Ice carnival. that receivers
to pick up programs in
PARAMOUNT NEWS, No. 6fr-Sports
fans in New Hampshire. Fire in Boston those frequencies can be made available at moderate costs.
department store. Chicago boy in need of
blood for rare ailment. Welles leaves
Paul A. De Mars, technical direcParis. Children gay at New York hospitor of the Yankee Network and last
tal. Ice season ends in New York. Youngest golfer in New Jersey. Freezing weath- witness for the F-M group, testified
er grips nation. Easter observed.
today that only 30 or 40 channels
RKO PATHE NEWS, No. 72— Queen would be necessary for complete covMary sails. Russia absorbs Polish war
areas. Welles visits head of exiled Poles.
erage of the United States by F-M
Chicago settlement house is 50 years old. stations. He suggested that a probYoungest golfer scores 68 in nine holes.
able F-M structure could consist of
Ice carnival in New York. Track meet in
Chicago.
five Class One stations to two Class
UNIVERSAL
NEWSREEL,
No. 861— Two and one Class Three.
Easter observed. Air students in graduation flights. Metals collected in France.
Biggest fish fry in Washington. Track Ticket Control Bill
meet in Chicago. Ice review in New York.
Roller skating derby in Chicago. Youngest
Gets Third Reading
golfer in New Jersey.
Albany, March 26. — The Senate
today advanced to third reading As'Flotsam' at 'U' Studio
measure
trans-to
ferring fromsemblyman
the Mitchell's
Secretary
of State
Hollywood, March 26. — David L.
Loew and Albert Lewin will produce local licensing authorities the regulation and licensing of ticket brokers and
their first picture, "Flotsam," at the
Universal studio, using German street providing a maximum premium at
sets constructed for "The Road Back" which admission tickets may be resold,
exceed 75 cents, above the origiand
still standing.
will be not to
for United
Artists "Flotsam"
release.
nal price.
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Opening day biggest in two years. Three hundred
dollars better than "Stagecoach"!
MIAMI

BEACH,

LINCOLN

Top Wanger

gross in history of the house. Business

150% of "Stagecoach"!
PHILADELPHIA,

ALDINE

for second sensational week

following

biggest opening gross in six months — which was $600
over "Stagecoach" !
SAN

FRANCISCO,

UNITED

ARTISTS

' as first week zooms to $1,500
better than "Stagecoach"!
SEATTLE,

LIBERTY

CHARLESTON,

"It's big!" reports Variety.

W. VA., KEARSE

set on opening day with smash
$2,412.
NEW

YORK

CITY, loews state
. ..beating every first day

in recent years with single exception of Eddie Cantor's
personal appearance!
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NEW

Biggest

RKO

Year

Ahead;

'IT to Give
To

66

Films

Set

20 by Outside Producers
and Six Westerns
Hollywood, March 27. — RKO, according to current indications, will
have a new season release schedule of
61 to 66 pictures, by far the largest
number in the company's history.
RKO's own production units will
account for 40 features, while a probable 20 additional features will be
supplied by outside producers. In addition, the company will have six George
O'Brien westerns.
Of the studio's own 40, half will be
top budget productions clearing
through Harry Edington and half will
be from the Lee Marcus program
picture units.
In the top budget group will be
two Carole Lombard vehicles, two
Charles Laughtons, four Ginger Rogers, two Maureen O'Haras, two with
Gregory LaCava producing and directing, two from Leo McCarey and
two from David Butler.
Outside producers who will contribute approximately 20 pictures to the
RKO 1940-'41 schedule include Lee
Garmes' Academy Prod., which will
make two; Stephens-Lang Prod.,
(Continued on page 4)
Columbia's
Chiefs

to

Sales
Convene

Columbia sales officials will meet at
the Gotham Hotel here tomorrow and
Saturday to map sales plans for the
final half of the current Montague
15th Anniversary campaign.
District and branch managers who
will attend include : Phil Dunas, midwestern division manager ; Carl Shalit, central division manager ; Sam
Galanty, mid-east division manager ;
Jerome Safron, western division manager; Nat Conn, New York division
manager, and branch managers Phil
Fox, Albany; Joe Miller, Buffalo;
T. F. O'Toole, New Haven; I. H.
Rogovin, Boston; H. E. Weiner,
Philadelphia, and Irving Wormser,
New York.
Sam Moscow, southern district manager, will be unable to attend because
of illness.
Home office executives who will
participate in the meetings are A.
Montague^ Rube Jackter, Lou Weinberg, Louis Astor and Max Weisfeldt.

YORK, U. S. A., THURSDAY,
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Zanuck

Backing

Consent

TEN

Suit

Contract

Settlement
For

Universal would cooperate with
other companies on a consent decree
in settlement of the Government's
New York anti-trust suit if such a decree was for the good of the industry
and did not impose too harsh a burden
on the company's operation, it was
learned on good authority yesterday.
Universal's stand is the first break
in the non-commital attitude toward
the current settlement discussions
which has prevailed among the three
non-theatre owning defendants in recent weeks. United ArtistSj reportedly, may adopt a similar stand. Columbia's attitude has not been made
known definitely.
Since the Government has shown
a disposition to abandon its demands
for outright divorcement of affiliated
theatres, the attitudes of the three nontheatre owning companies toward an
out-of-court settlement becomes increasingly more important.
Theatre owning companies naturally
would be inclined, as a result, to make
concessions on sales policies and production practices which might not be
viewed sympathetically by the defendants without theatres.
However, the proposed method of
selling in small blocks of pictures,
which may be the key to an agreement with the Government on sales
policies, would not vitally affect
United Artists, it is pointed out, since
that company has frequently maintained that it does not sell en bloc.
Thus, if other regulations fitting into
a settlement pattern were not too severe, informed sources believe that
United Artists would not be unalterably opposed to becoming a party to
a settlement.

Mohawk

Get

Decree
New

As

to

CENTS

Bid

Buys

CN.'s Film Rights
Sale of all rights to films owned by
Grand National Pictures was awarded
yesterday at a meeting of creditors to
the Mohawk Film Corp. after that
company had bid $17,500 and the payment of 30 per cent on the gross of the
films _up to $100,000 and 50 per cent
above that figure.
Mohawk's bid was accepted by creditors and Referee Peter B. Olney,
Jr., in preference to one made by
Gustave De Lemas for $27,250. Bids
were also made by Leon Horowitz
of $26,000 and by Dino Rossini of

5

Similar
For

Deal

Joseph

Years
Scheduled
Schenck

Twentieth Century-Fox has offered
Darryl F. Zanuck a new 5-year employment contract as vice-president in
charge of production at his present
DARRYL F. ZANUCK
salary, plus an option to purchase
100,000 unissued shares of the company's common stock.
Zanuck's new contract will run from
Aug. 22, 1942, when his current contract expires, to March 31, 1947.
'Cargo', 'Primrose'
Stockholders at their annual meetBanned
by Detroit
ing on April 16 will be asked to approve the proposal granting him the
Detroit, Mich., March 27. — "Strange
Cargo," co-starring Clark Gable and option to purchase the 100,000 shares
of stock. Zanuck's option may be
Joan
Crawford,Rogers
and "Primrose
with Ginger
as its star,Path,"
were exercised in whole or in part at any
banned from exhibit in Detroit by the time, but the stock is deliverable at the
police today. It is the first time in rate of 14,000 shares a year.
In connection with the execution of
many years that major American-produced movies have met complete cen- a new employment contract to Zanuck,
sorship here.
Joseph M. Schenck, chairman of the
Following the recommendation of board, also will enter into a new emthe police censor, Sergt. Charles W.
ployment agreement for an additional
period ending
in 1947
at his
Snyder, that the pictures be denied five year (Continued
on page
8)
display here on the ground that they
were "obscene
and Eaman
indecent,"
Commissioner Frank D.
viewed
them
and sustained the decision.
Quizzed On
A letter has been sent to M-G-M Agnew
by Eaman notifying the studio that
Cancellation Rights
"Strange Cargo" would not be permitted on Detroit screens and a simiNeil F. Agnew, sales manager of
lar letter was to be sent to R-K-O- Paramount Pictures, told Government
Radio concerning "Primrose Path." attorneys at a pre-trial examination of
In both cases, it was held that unde- the "key" anti-trust suit yesterday that
sirable characters were portrayed, Paramount grants a 20 per cent can(Continued on page 8)
cellation clause to 86 per cent of the
theatres buying its product.
Earlier in the day, William F.
Columbia
Will Ask
Rodgers, Loew's sales manager, completed his testimony which he started
yesterday.
Agnew will continue on
More
Trust Facts the
stand today.

Columbia will join defendants in the
Government's New York anti-trust
suit tomorrow in asking for additional
answers and more detailed information in response to defendants' interrogatories.
Other defendants, who served consolidated interrogatories on the Government, filed notice early this week
that they would ask Federal Judge
Henry W. Goddard on Friday to direct the Government to furnish additional information.
Columbia served the Government
with a separate list of interrogatories
$17,000.
Under the award, story rights and and was authorized by Judge Goddard
accessory property is included but 16 some time ago to ask for additional
mm. rights are expressly exempted as information if it found the Governbelonging to Educational Films Corp.
ment's answers to the other defendof America.
ants' interrogatories insufficient.

All theatre customers of Paramount
that pay less than an average of $100
per picture receive 20 per cent cancellation rights, theatres paying between $100 and $250 obtain a 15 per
cent clause, and those over $250, 10
per
cent, isAgnew
stated.
Paramount's
purpose
to give
smaller
houses a
better break, he added.
Agnew declared that a rigid rule
prohibited the examination of Paramount theatre records by the sales department. Information from theatres
was limited to reports of the grosses
of other films for comparison with
Paramount film grosses, he stated.
The sales executive attacked the
practice of showing double features.
His opinion
was backed
by 2)Sidney R.
(Continued
on page

2

Motion

Prospects

Picture

in Spain

Reported

Gloomy

Foreign department executives of
the major companies yesterday heard
reports on trade conditions in Spain
from Ben Miggins of 20th CenturyFox and Fred Lange of Paramount,
both of whom currently are making
their annual home office visits.
The reports of both foreign representatives are described as having presented a dark picture of trade prospects in Spain, due largely to that
country's monetary problems, which
indicate continuance of a currency
embargo indefinitely. In addition, it
was said, Spain's production quota requirement isa serious handicap due
to the reported absence of necessary
production facilities and equipment in
the country.
Under existing conditions, it was explained, it does not appear possible
to make a type of quota product in
Spain which could be marketed profitably in Spanish language markets
elsewhere.
Despite the present currency embargo in Spain, a considerable number
of new American films are being sent
into the country, according to report.
Miggins will leave for Europe Saturday and Lange plans to leave in
about a week.

What Happens When
Sales Officials Meet
The Government's inquisitiveness about what is discussed when two rival sales
managers meet on the street
yielded an explanation from
Neil Agnew of Paramount,
who was questioned at a pretrust trial examination yesterday.
Agnew, in relating a street
encounter with Gradwell L.
Sears of Warners, said:
"I brag about my pictures,
and he lies a little about his
— that's trade practice!"
Must

Post

$50,000
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Agnew

Quizzed

Cancellation

On

Kent,

president of Twentieth Century-Fox, Agnew said and added "but
no one listens to my objections."
Rentals for pictures licensed to Paramount affiliated circuits are usually
determined by precedent and an antheatre
ability, alysisheof the
stated.
Thischain's
system grossing
applied
to Balaban & Katz in Chicago and the
John Fo_rd Circuit in New England,
Agnew declared.
Rodgers testified that product of
M-G-M was split between theatres
merely because the customers desired
it that way. There was no advantage
to his company in that arrangement,
he said.
It was out of the question for a
company to undertake the sale of pictures individually, Rodgers continued.
The only film handled in that manner
was "Gone With the Wind" because
of a specific request by the producer,
the sales executive said. To sell pictures individually would involve a terrific amount of effort, he added.
An affiliated theatre will give a film
"unusual" exploitation that could not
be obtained from another house, Rodgers stated. No film can be properly
sold if its advertisements and promocluded.tion are "stereotyped," Rodgers con-

To Fight Fox Case
Camden, N. J., March 27. — Creditors opposing a $500,000 compromise
settlement of the claims against William Fox must post $50,000 if they
desire to pursue further litigation, it
was ruled yesterday by Federal Judge
John Boyd Avis here.
If the settlement is accepted by the
creditors, following approval earlier
this week by Judge Avis, it will terminate a six-year court fight over the
Fox bankruptcy.
The $500,000 settlement was recommended in November, 1938, by Allen
B. Endicott, referee in bankruptcy.
Lytell Decision Today
Creditors had charged Fox transferred
Bert Lytell, president of Actors all his assets to the All-Continent
Equity, is scheduled to make known
set up to handle the "irrevochis decision today on his acceptance of Corp., able"
trust fund formed for Fox's Hughes
Negotiating
wife
and
daughters.
a nomination for re-election. The
union will hold its quarterly meeting
Deal with 20th-Fox
In yesterday's ruling, Judge Avis
tomorrow at which a nominating com- declared creditors must file a $100,Hollywood, March 27. — Howard
mittee will be elected. If Lytell de- 000 bond above the $50,000 to satisfy
negotiating with 20th Cenclines the nomination, there is a possi- any additional claims for adminis- Hughes istury-Fox
for a releasing deal providtrative
expense.
bility of an opposition ticket.
ing for the physical distribution of
four features
1940-'41,
the pictures to costduring
between
$750,000
and

$1,000,000 each. Warners some time
f.go also started negotiations with
Hughes,
whose last picture was "Scarface"
in 1932.
Twentieth Century-Fox, for the
first time, is open to deals with outside producers to add to its next season's program. It has been reported
that talks have been held with Samuel Goldwyn, but a deal with him is
considered out of the question by company tractual
officials
while
he still
has conties with
United
Artists.
Creates

Purely

Rights

(Continued from page 1)

Altec

4

New

Personal

►

LEON
Paramount is
home
officeNETTER,
theatre executive,
en
route to Atlanta and Dallas for business conferences. He is expected back
in about 10 days. .
Howard Dietz, William F. Rodgers, George Skouras, Harry Goetz,
Sam Shain, Mort BlumenstY #V
Frederick Lange, Toby GriS^
Owen Davis, Harry Buxbaum, Herman Gluckman and J. R. Grainger
at Nick's Hunting Room in the Astor
for lunch yesterday.
•
De Ward Jones of the Music Hall
press department is the author of a
book on photography, "Anyone Can
Take
GoodKemp
Pictures,"
be published
by David
& Co. to James
Sileo,
photographer associated with the Music Hall, contributed.
•
Maurice Silverstone, W. Ray
Johnston. Al Altman, George
Weeks, Arthur Lee, Joseph Malcolm, Jack Cohn, Abe Schneider
and James Mulvey lunching at Bob
Goldstein's Tavern yesterday.
•
Tex Ritter, Monogram western
star, will open a personal appearance tour next week, starting at the
Rio, Odessa, Texas, and extending for
six weeks.
•
Oscar Doob, Fred Schwartz,
Adolph Zukor, Barney Balaban,
Ted O'Shea, Charles Sonin and
Lester Santley at Sardi's for lunch
yesterday.
•
Chub Golladay, manager for Fox
Midwest Theatres, at Moberly, Mo.,
is in Research Hospital, Kansas City,
recuperating from two operations.
•
Herman Finkelstein of Schwartz
& Frohlich, Ascap counsel, will return to New York today from Omaha.
•
H. L. Nath anson, general manager
of Regal Films, Ltd., Toronto, is
spending several weeks in Florida.
•
Harry F. Shaw, Loew-Poli division manager at New Haven, and his
wife are vacationing in Mexico.
•
Abe Montague, Rube Jackter and

Cincinnati District Lou Weinberg lunching at Lindy's
(50th St.) yesterday.
Altec Service Corp. has created a
new district, with headquarters in CinMOTION PICTURE
cinnati, according to L. W. Conrow,
president.
Effective April 1, the following shifts
in personnel have been made. Warren
Conner, former Philadelphia branch
manager, has been named manager of
the new district, with M. G. Thomas
as district supervisor. D. A. Peterson
and W. R. Widenor have been named
district supervisors in the Philadelphia
district. The Detroit district, divided
to form the new area, remains under
the management of F. C. Dickely.
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(.Continued from page 1)
which will deliver three Dr. Christian
films ; Franklyn Warner's Fine Arts
Prod., on the schedule for two in Cosmocolor ; Sam Coslow's and Jack
Votion's Voco Prod., which will make
one Lum and Abner vehicle, with options for two more, and Orson
Welles, who is down for at least two.
Also, Herbert Wilcox, scheduled for
two; Harold Lloyd, scheduled for one
or two ; Gene Towne's and Graham
Baker's The Play's the Thing Prod.,
three or four pictures ; Max Gordon
and Harry Goetz, at least one, and
Harold Franklin's "The Villian Still
Pursued Her."
In addition, Boris Morros may deliver several, and there is a possibility that a deal will be made for a
picture based on the Scattergood
Baines radio program.
J. J. Nolan, studio head; Edington,
Marcus, S. Barret McCormick, advertising and publicity director, and Perry
Lieber, studio publicity director, are
conferring on the new schedule this
week. McCormick is scheduled to
leave for New York by plane Sunday.
Kentucky
Admission
Tax Cut Is Now
Law
Louisville, March 27. — Gov. Keen
Johnson of Kentucky last night permitted the bill to lower state admission taxes to become law without his
signature, as the 10-dav period since
the adjournment of the legislature expired at midnight.
The new law, effective June 12, will
exempt from the tax civic, religious
or charitable productions in municipally-owned park theatres. It also
lowers the admission tax on tickets of
more than 39 cents from one cent on
each additional five cents to one cent
on each additional 10 cents, and on
admissions of more than $1, one cent
on each additional 25 cents.
Gov. Johnson signed a bill for a tax
up to 15 per cent on Bank Night
awards and prizes offered in connection with amusements, including
Bingo. This also becomes effective
June 12.
VanSchmus

Alters

to Take

Operation of Center
W. G. Van Schmus, managing director of the Radio City Music Hall,
will take over control of the operation
of the Center Theatre on April 1.
At the same time, Kenneth L. Hyatt, in charge of the Center for the
past five years, will be transferred to
the Rockefeller Center executive offices.
Future policy of the Center, following the closing of "Pinocchio" on Sunday, has not been determined as yet.

'Rebecca' at $194,000
In Opening Five Days
"Rebecca," Selznick production distributed by United Artists, grossed a
total of $194,000 in 21 theatres in 19
cities for opening five-day runs, according to Jack Schlaifer and Harry
Gold, U.A. vice-presidents in charge
of western and eastern sales, respectively. The period included the Easter
weekend.

To

Keep

Pace

with

History

Hollywood, March 27. — History
has outraced Walter Wanger.
Events since his acquisition of Vincent Sheean's non-fiction book,
"Personal History," have so changed
the course of current European history that the producer, after having
had the screen-play rewritten several
times to keep up with the times, has
decided not to retain the name of the
book.
No new title has been set for the
film, which has Joel McCrea, Laraine Day, Herbert Marshall and
Robert Benchley in the principal
roles.
The story to be used in the picture
is entirely new.
"Rather than compromise a brilliant
literary work or attempt to benefit
from the renown of its title we are
producing a new story and will give
it a new title," Wanger said. "We are,
however, filming a story suggested by
Sheean's romantic quest for news and
McCrea plays the role of an American reporter whose career is likewise
a symbol of zealous inquiry and high

Laughton vehicle, "Half a Rogue."
. . . Aron Coplan has been set by Sol
Lesser to do the musical score for
"Our Town." . . . The colored comedy
team of F. E. Miller and Mantan
Moreland will play the leads of "Mr.
Washington Goes to Town," which
Jed Buell is producing for Dixie National Pictures, Inc. Maceo E. Sheffield is associate producer and will
also play a featured role. . . . Colin
Tapley has joined the cast of "North
West
Mounted
Paramount
film. Police," a DeMille-

George Dillon, manager of Warners' operations in New Zealand, is
in Hollywood on a short trip for studio conferences and a vacation. . . .
M-G-M has renewed the contract of
James A. Fitz Patrick, travelogue
producer, for five more years and he
will make 12 color shorts annually.
. . . Olivia de Havilland will get the
top feminine
in "Episode,"
fromat
the
Walter role
Reisch
best seller
Warners.

Exhibitors

300

Are

on

Exploitation
'Rebecca' Search Used
At Music Hall Opening
opening
"Rebecca"
theWith
MusictheHall
today,ofUnited
Artists,at
releasing the Selznick film, and the
Music Hall, will start a search for
the patron who most closely resembles
the "Rebecca" of the film. This ch?g^
acter, who never appears, is comjtD
hensively described. Finals will Be
held at the house tomorrow, the winner to receive a Selznick screen test.
A "Rebecca" dance, with $50 cash
prizes for the man and woman dancing

Expected

at a"Maxim
given moment
withfilm
"Rebecca"
and
de Winter,"
characters, will be held tomorrow evening
At 'Eater* Premiere
More than 300 exhibitors and news- at Mecca Ballroom. Professional
models will impersonate the characpaper men are expected to attend the ters.

world premiere of Paramount's "The
Biscuit Eater" at the Albany in Albany, Ga., on April 11.
Among theatre operators who are
scheduled to attend will be : William
M. Jenkins, Lucas & Jenkins; R. B.
Wilby, Wilby-Kincey Circuit; M. A.
Lightman, Malco Theatres ; Mrs. Alma King, Brunswick, Ga., theatre
adventure."
The film will offer a parallel to executive, and others. Billy Lee, ninemany events well known to the pub- year-old star of the film, will make
lic without depending on the activities a series of personal appearances in
of any particular national force for its connection with the opening.
dramatic color, according to Wanger.
in N.

E.

To Honor
Veteran
Providence, March 27. — Believed to
be the oldest showman in New England and one of the pioneers in motion picture exhibition, A. A. Spitz
will be honored by fellow exhibitors
in Boston on April 30, the eve of his
90th birthday. The party will be
handled by the Boston Friars' Club,
with a cooperating committee of exhibitors from Rhode Island. Spitz
William Dieterle has been as- built several theatres in Rhode Island,
and is now a partner in the Associated
direct "This
Man Reuter,"
in whichsigned toEdward
G. Robinson
will circuit.
portray the founder of the famous international news agency. Milton
Krims wrote the script. . . . Bob Ziegfeld Girls Club
Burkhardt is now associated with
Annual Ball April 27
John LeRoy Johnston in handling
The Ziegfeld Girls Club will hold
Wanger publicity. . . . M-G-M is pre- its annual ball and entertainment on
paring a story giving the background
of the founding of the Red Cross. It April 27, at the Starlight Roof of the
Waldorf-Astoria Hotel. George Jeswill be based on the book "Dumant," sel and former mayor James J.
by Martin Gumpert. Norman BurnWalker will be the masters of cereside is doing the treatment.
monies. Tickets are $7.50 and $10.
Charles Laughton and Carole The committee consists of Joy Lyons,
Rose Vozzi, Kay English and Pearl
Lombard will be co-starred by RKO Harris.
in "They Knew What They Wanted,"
from the play of the late Sidney
Howard. Erich Pommer will proRoss Killed in Fire .
duce, and Garson Kanin direct. . . .
Toronto, March 27.— C. T. Ross,
M-G-M has extended the contract of
of the Allied ExWilliam Daniels, cinematographer 44, formerhibitors ofpresident
Ontario and owner of the
for the last 18 years. . . . Merian C.
Bowmanville, Ont, since 1921,
Coopor has left for Washington on a Royal,
was burned to death when fire gutted
business trip. . . . Jean Muir plays the his residence at Bowmanville. Ross
feminine lead in Columbia's "The Lone was alone in the house at the time and
his body was discovered lying on a
Wolf Meets
a Lady,"
ren William.
. . . starring
CharlesWarR. studio
couch where he had apparently
Rogers has acquired, for Columbia fallen asleep. Surviving are his
production, "A Girl's Best Friend Is widow and three children, one of
Wall Street," magazine story by Jane whom was born a few weeks ago.
Allen. Loretta Young may do the
lead.

In cooperation with the New York
J ournal- American, U. A. and the
Music Hall have launched a "Rebecca" essay contest, offering $525 in
cash prizes for the best letters on
the film's most dramatic scene.
Illustrators' Society
Invited to 'Pinocchio'
John K. Hyatt, manager of the Center, in promoting the run of "Pinocchio," invited members of the Society of Illustrators to attend in a body.
They were photographed at the theatre and several sent in drawings of
"Pinocchio" from memory, some appropriate for newspaper reproduction.
100

Stars

Expected

At
MoreCameramen's
than 100 radio, film andBall
stage
personalities are scheduled to make
personal appearances at the Press
Photographers
nual dance and Association's
entertainment11th
at anthe
Hotel Astor on April 12. Mayor LaGuardia is expected to be among the
3,500 guests. Two orchestras will
provide music for the dancing.
Among the stars scheduled to appear are : John Barrymore, Elaine
Barrie, Eddie Cantor, Ruth Gordon,
George Jessel, Joan Edwards, Milton
Berle, Henny Youngman, Adrienne
Ames, Harry Hershfield, Kate Smith,
Nick Kenny, Julie Haydon, Bob Ripley, Lew Lehr, Wynn Murray, Fred
Waring, Arthur Boran, William Gaxton, Marion Pierce, Benay Venuta,
Don Popikoff, Molly Picon, Clyde
Hager, Dinah Shore, Bert Wheeler,
Benny Baker, Kit Kat Club Show,
Ella Fitzgerald, Whitey Roberts, Teddv Wil son, Nite-\Vits, Les Paul Trio,
Paul Gregory, Gali-Gali, June Winters, Marie Austin, Pearl Robbins,
Sister Rosetta Tharpe, Deane Janis.
B-K to Retire Preferred
Chicago, March 27.— All remaining
preferred stock in the Balaban & Katz
Corp. — 12,745 shares — will be retired
May 31. A bank loan negotiated recently supplies the funds. The stock
is seven per cent cumulative with $100

par value.
Canadian Pioneers Dine
Toronto, March 27. — The charter
dinner of the Canadian Picture Pio'1,000,000 B.C.' Premiere
Lloyd Nolan has been set for the
neers Club, of which Clair Hague,
The world premiere of Hal Roach's
lead of "Pier 13," Sol M. Wurtzel new production, "One Million B. C," Canadian Universal representative, is
production at 20th Century-Fox. . . . will take place April 5 at Loew's temporary chairman, was held tonight,
Louis Bromfield has joined RKO to State Theatre in Louisville. The pic- with several guests from the United
Iwrite the script for the Charles
States in attendance.
ture is a United Artists release.
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(Continued from page 1)
present salary. Schenck last year was
paid $113,833.
Zanuck's compensation last year,
under his present contract, was $255,000. The stock option runs for seven
years beginning August, 1940, with
the new employment agreement, which
will have the same terms and conditions as his present contract.
The price that Zanuck shall pay for
the stock, it is provided, shall be
whichever of the following two
amounts is higher : $13 a share, or an
amount which is $1 in excess of the
average price per share at which the
common stock was sold on the New
York Stock Exchange in lots of 100
shares or multiples thereof on the day
prior to the stockholders' formal approval of the option.
The option at the stipulated terms
is offered Zanuck as an inducement to
agree to the new employment contract
and also to encourage him to acquire
additional
shares of the corporation's
common stock.
Granting of the option is conditioned on the execution of the new
employment agreement and upon the
surrender by Sidney R. Kent, president of 20th Century-Fox, of his cumulative stock option. Kent has
agreed to surrender his option upon
the stockholders'
tion to Zanuck. approval of the opKent's cumulative option, provided
in his employment contract and approved in 1935, provides that he may
purchase 10,000 shares of the company's stock each year, not to exceed
in the aggregate 60,000 shares at
$18.24 a share. This option, which
has not been exercised, was voted in
addition to salary.
Kent's salary last year as principal
executive officer of the corporation
was $179,370, in addition to expenses
of $10,400, at the rate of $200 a week,
for which he does not have to account.
Zanuck is to pay the company for
the stock in cash or New York bankable funds. The money is to be used
for general corporate purposes as determined by the directors.
The cumulative number of shares to
be delivered to Zanuck over the sevenyear option period is as follows :
During the Period
Shares
Aug. 22, 1940, to Aug. 21, 1941
14,286
Aug. 22, 1941, to Aug. 21, 1942
28,572
Aug. 22, 1942, to Aug. 21. 1943
42,858
Aug. 22, 1943, to Aug. 21, 1944
57,144
Aug. 22, 1944, to Aug. 21, 1945
71,430
Aug. 22, 1945, to Aug. 21, 1946
85,715
Aug. 22, 1946, to Mar. 31, 1947
100,000
The option agreement may be
changed or modified by mutual eonsent, subject to approval by the board,
but this will not reduce the price per
share or increase the number of shares
which Zanuck may purchase.
Zanuck on March 1, this year,
owned directly or indirectly 93,130
shares of common stock and 21,945
shares of preferred stock. In addition, 30,000 shares of common stock
are held in certain irrevocable trusts
for the benefit of Zanuck's family.
Mrs. Breese Dies
Beverly Hills, Cal., March 27. —
Mrs. Harriet Breese, widow of Edmund Breese, screen veteran, died here
yesterday.
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WillRe-Elect

Directors;

Salaries

12

Bared

and their
stock holdings are as follows :
H. Donald Campbell, 6/24 share of
common and 6/12 preferredj John R.
Dillon, one common, one preferred ;
Wilfred J. Eadie, one common, no
preferred; Daniel O. Hastings, one
common, no preferred; Felix A. Jenkins, one common, no preferred; Sidney R. Kent, 3,155 common and 6/12
preferred (Kent, in addition, has a
contingent beneficial interest in 500
shares of preferred, held in trust for
a member of his family) ; William C.
Michel, 1,393 common and 6/12 preferredWilliam
;
P. Phillips, one common, no preferred ; Hermann G. Place,
6/24 common, 6/12 preferred; Seton
Porter, 876 common, no preferred ;
Joseph M. Schenck, 110,042 common,
president.
1 5,283 preferred ; Sydney Towell, 33
Kent under his employment con- shares common, 67 preferred.
tract last year received $179,370. JoCampbell and Place are officers of
seph M. Schenck, chairman of the
the
Chase National Bank and repreboard and executive head of producsent the bank on the board.
tion, under his contract, received $113,William Goetz, vice-president of the
833. Darryl F. Zanuck last year re- company but not on the board, on
ceived $255,000 salary.
The Chase National Bank, as of March 1 owned approximately 178,342
shares of common and 55,283 preMarch 1, 1940, owned approximately ferred.
221,157 shares of common stock and
The approximate holdings of
67L915 of preferred stock, constituting
Schenck, Zanuck and Goetz aggregate
approximately one-third of, the pres- about 19 per cent of the voting stock.
ent outstanding voting stock. In ad- These three were the stockholders of
dition, the bank holds, in various trust
accounts, approximately 1,000 shares Twentieth Century Pictures, Inc., the
of common stock and 40 shares of pre- assets of which were acquired by the
ferred.
merger of Twentieth Century-Fox
Film Corp. in 1935.
Directors proposed for re-election
Twelve directors of 20th CenturyFox are to be reelected at the stockholders' annual meeting April 16.
Aggregate compensation paid last
year to officers and directors of the
company was $853,943, of which $831,693 was paid to officers for their services and $22,250 to directors for attendance fees and as compensation for
serving on board committees.
This amount does not include $1,967 paid to Hayden, Stone & Co., of
which John R. Dillon, a director, is
a member, as brokerage fees, or any
amounts on account of the stock option, or $10,400, the expense allowance to Sidney R. Kent, company

Radio

Brevities

The F.C.C. has no authority to
compel a station to accept or reject a
specific program but that does not stop
listeners from sending complaints
about shows. Here is a sample of
some of the letters received recently: I
A New Hampshire man wants radio
to ban war songs.
A Philadelphian favors puttiivjL^d
jokes under instead of on the etlv
A New Yorker wants a particular
religious program banned while another New Yorker protests the discontinuance ofanother religious pro-

A Brooklyn dentist resents jibes I
about his profession, while from
Massachusetts comes an objection to
agram.
toothpaste commercial.
Protests against liquor advertising
are numerous. An Indiana writer
protests a broadcast on astrology
while a Californian asks the commission to approve
writing analysis. a continuity on handProgram Notes
Reinvals of noted radio plays,
"Landmarks of Radio Drama" will
be used by NBC-Red to fill the Saturday, 8 P.M. spot while Arch Oboler
is on vacation beginning this Saturday.
. . . Schrafft Stores will go on the
air in New York for the first time on
Monday when sponsorship of transcribed salon music is begun over
WQXR. Program will be heard
Mondays through Saturdays at 6:30
P.M. with Thursdays omitted.

Film Makeup Radio Topic
The important part played by the
make-up artist in the film studio
Bill on Billboards
To F-M Broadcasts
will be described on the "Americans at Work" program over CBS
Albany, March 27. — The AssemWashington, March 27. — RCA be- next Tuesday at 10:15 P.M. The
show
will be picked up directly
lieves
that
the
time
is
ripe
for
use
of
bly today defeated the Wright billboard regulation bill by a vote of
from
the
Max Factor laboratories
87-48.
ultra-high frequencies and that frequency modulation is best suited for in Hollywood and will feature Dr.
Assemblyman William T. A. Webb, broadcasting in these frequencies, Paul Jewell, chief consulting chemSmalley circuit manager at Sidney, Frank W. Wozencraft, general soliciist for the laboratories.
tor, told the F.C.C. today.
led the opposition. Calling attention
to his theatre connection, he declared
Wozencraft lost his plea to have althat farmers would lose the $5 per
location of frequencies in the 40 m.c. 'Cargo,' 'Primrose'
board annual fee and that theatres
postponed until after the April
Banned
bypage
Detroit
would have to remove thousands of band
(.Continued from
1)
8 hearing on television. He voiced
billboards.
his opposition to taking any frequen- that the dialogue was objectionable
cies now assigned to video and giving
them to F-M. Television transmis- and the general subject matter "obIndependent Studios
sion will not use F-M, he added, and
scene and and
indecent."
Eaman
Snyder will confer tosmall cities and rural areas will almorrow
with
Nathaniel
Goldstick, asSigned by Soundmen
ways have to be served by amplitude
sistant corportion counsel, to deterHollywood, March 27. — Eight inde- modulation.
mine what legal action will be taken
pendent studios and sound service orAlternative allocations, based on if the studios contest the prohibition
ganizations have signed bargaining use of narrow, intermediate and wide
contracts, calling for what amounts to band transmission were submitted by of the pictures.
If a local exhibitor attempts to show
54
hours'
pay
for
42
hours'
work,
with
W.
C.
Lent,
NBC
director
of
research,
either
of the pictures, he will be haled
Sound Technicians Local 695, I. A.
in opposition to the plan for wide- into court on the charge of displaying
T. S. E.
band allocations submitted by F-M indecent movies, police officials said.
This was announced by the union
Broadcasters, Inc. Lent said that 11
today as it demanded a similar new channels would be needed to give one
deal from Republic and Walt Disney.
Death Takes Cowan,
Names of the eight signatories will be station to each of 64 eastern metropolitan
areas
and
22
would
be
needed
announced later this week, officials
Ex-W anger Official
for complete allocation.
said.
Hollywood,
March 27. — Death last
After all independents have been
night claimed James B. Cowan, 50,
signed, the union will make similar device-president of Leland Hayward and
Wolf Wins Contest
mands on all major companies.
Co., agency, and former vice-president
Philadelphia, March 27. — William and general manager of Walter WanWolf of the Allegheny was awarded ger Productions.
Benny Premiere in N. Y.
Cowan was identified with the show
first prize for the exploitation of the
business for 30 years, starting with
Hollywood, March 27. — Paramount's "Buck Benny Rides Again" English horror dual, "The Demon Klaw and Erlanger. From 1929 to
will have its world premiere at the Barber of Fleet Street" and "The Re- 1932 he served as head of the shorts
Paramount, New York, on April 25.
turn of the Frog." The prizes were production at the Paramount Long
Jack Benny and others of the cast will offered by the International Pictures Island studios. Following that he
attend with Mark Sandrich, producing Exchange here among Stanley- Warner joined Jesse Lasky until 1935 when
director.
managers in the territory.
he became a Wanger executive.
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Films

I epublic
in

Now
S.

U.
War

12,132

Theatres

Affects 18%

of World
Gross, Reports Yates

Republic films, including features,
westerns and serials, showed in 12,132
theatres in the United States and Canada last year, compared with 10,856
accounts in 1938, M. J. Siegel, president of Republic Productions, reported
yesterday at the stockholders' annual
meeting of Consolidated Film Industries.
H. J. Yates, president of Consolidated, said that 18 per cent of Republic's world-wide gross has been affected by the European war. He said
Republic showed a small profit last
year and that there probably will be a
profit in the current fiscal year ending
April 30. Republic is controlled by
Consolidated.
Distribution Cost Slashed
Siegel reported that the cost of distribution had been reduced from.' 37
per cent in 1937 and 32x/2 per cent in
1938 to 29 7/10 per cent in 1939. He
said further revisions of the percentage
terms are being negotiated with the
franchise owners in order to bring
Republic a larger share of the gross.
Aside from currency restrictions,
Republic's business in the British Isles
(Continued on page 11)
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'Rebecca* Opens Strong
At Music Hall
The tremendous holiday business at
the Broadway boxoffice continues.
There will be only one departure before next week's regular openings.
This will be "Pinocchio" which on
Sunday will end a 7j4-week run at
the Center.
Business is up 10-15 per cent all
along the street. First shows are selling out almost as soon as the boxoffice
opens and almost every house has
added extra shows for the week.
With children out of school, matinee trade has jumped, while evening
business is also way ahead because
of the presence of many visitors in
the city and families rejoined for the
Easter holiday. Long queues are present at all boxoffices.
Two new pictures opened yesterday
as the holiday drew near to a close.
They were "Rebecca" and "Broadway
Melody of 1940." All other films hold
over.
"Rebecca" opened big at the Music
Hall yesterday with an estimated gross
of more than $16,000. "Broadway
Melody of 1940" also opened strong at
the Capitol.
"Primrose Path" with stage show
at the Roxy grossed an estimated
$50,000 for the week and is held over.
At the Strand, "Virginia City," with
George Olsen's band on the stage,
drew an estimated $40,000 and is also
(Continued on page 12)
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W.B. Give McClure
New Zealand Post

Of

A. G. McClure has been appointed managing director
for Warners in New Zealand,
succeeding George Dillon,
who has arrived in New York
for medical treatment.
McClure had been assistant
to Dillon, who will be given
a new post later.

Start on May 1 Unlikely;
Pre-Trial Quiz Slow

Ascap

Ruling

Lost

By Nebraska
State
Omaha, March 28. — Nebraska's application for a new trial of the action
testing the constitutionality of its antiAscap law was denied by a threejudge
day. Federal statutory court here to-

Four reasons for a delay in the start
of
the trial
the against
Government's
New
York
trust ofsuit
the major
companies, now scheduled for May 1,
have developed in the past week.
The first factor, which will in all
likelihood necessitate a request for
postponement, is that two important
defense attorneys are now engaged in
the trial of a suit in the N. Y. Supreme Court against a number of oil
companies. These attorneys are John
W. Davis, chief trial counsel for Paramount, and Ralph Harris, slated to
represent Twentieth Century-Fox. The
oil litigation, which started before Justice Samuel I. Rosenman six weeks
ago, will continue for a minimum of
two more
tatively said.months, it was authori-

Arguments on the state's applicaThe second reason for delay is the
tion were heard by the court last Monday. Herman Finkelstein of the law lag in pre-trial examinations of motion picture officials, now far behind
firm of Schwartz & Frohlich, Ascap's
schedule. In two months the GovernNew York counsel, opposed the state's
ment has only examined twelve execuIt could not be learned whether the
application.
tives and 14 remain to be questioned.
state would appeal the case to the Although the Government has made
U. S. Supreme Court, as ranking of- efforts lately to quicken the pace of
examinations, it has only been able to
ficials of the
Attorney
are out
of town
and General's
could notoffice
be average two hearings a week. Even
reached for comment.
with further acceleration, examinations
The Federal statutory court several
(Continued on page 11)
months ago held the Nebraska antiAscap law to be unconstitutional.
U. S. Questions

Consolidated

Film

Reorganization
A plan for financial reorganization
of Consolidated Film Industries, Inc.,
is being considered by the management and may be submitted to the
stockholders this year, stockholders
wete informed at their annual meeting
yesterday by M. H. Lavenstein, general counsel of Consolidated.
_ Lavenstein said that within the next
six months the Delaware courts are
expected to hand down a decision
which will clarify the legal situation
affecting recapitalizations of Delaware corporations. Consolidated's
original recapitalization plan was invalidated in Delaware about three
years ago.
Stockholders who spoke at the meeting showed interest in speeding a plan
with the aim of wiping out dividend

CENTS

Four

High

Revisions

London, March 28. — Confirming
Motion Picture Daily's story of
March 21, authoritative sources here
today indicated that ■ the Board of
Trade, within a few days, will formally announce the retention of the
existing quota regulations.
A British Government statement
officially clarifying its future course
of action on film legislation is expected within a week as result of
a meeting yesterday of Government
officials and trade representatives. The
meeting was for the purpose of formulating aplan of procedure to assist
the British industry in the war crisis,
with its concurrent retarding of production.
The new quota year begins on April
1, and indications are that the Board
of Trade will order the present quota
continued until details are completed
for any contemplated changes. Actual
alterations in the present law can be
made only by act of Parliament, and
(Continued on pane 12)

Impartial

to

Push

Program

arrearages of $8 a share on the first
preferred stock, now amounting to
about $3,200,000. In such event, the
common stock would be placed in a
better earning position.
With a total of 506,179 shares of
preferred and common stock represented, the stockholders reelected four
directors for three years, including
Herbert J. Yates, Walter W. Vincent,
Ralph I. Poucher and W. P. Stevens
The directors later reelected the following officers : H. J. Yates, president ;
J. L. AHer, R. I, Poucher, M. J.
Siegel, W. W. Vincent, vice-presidents H.
; J. Yates, Jr., vice-president
and treasurer ; J. E. McMahon, secretary R.
; S. Rodgers, E. H. Seifert,
N. K. Loder, assistant treasurers ; A.
(Continued on page 4)

Sales

Officials

Fox
Next

William Kupper and William Sussman, Western and Eastern sales managers of Twentieth Century-Fox, will
be questioned Wednesday on Fox distribution policies in reference to the
Government's "key" anti-trust suit,
Government attorneys announced yesterday. Abe Montague, sales head of
Columbia, will testify Thursday.
Government attorneys also stated
that efforts were being made to arrange for the appearance of Adolph
Zukor, chairman of the board of Paramount, and Darryl F. Zanuck, production chief of Twentieth CenturyFox, some time during the coming
week.
Neil F. Agnew, vice-president of
Paramount in charge of sales, yesterday wound up his testimony by describing negotiations of his company
for first-run sales in the Government's
list of 36 key cities. Most of Paramount's first-run accounts have re(Continued on page 11)
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Likely

Picture

to Stay

Purely
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Personal
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Universal viceSCUL
WA.
dentLY,
and general sales
• presi
manager, will leave for the Coast by
plane today for four or five days conferences at the studio on new season's
production plans.
Guy Bolton, Vernon Duke, Russel
Crouse, Sam Shain, Lee Shubert,
Al Lewis, Austin Keough, Arthur
Margetson, Arthur Krecke, Morris Kinzler and William Melniker
at Sardi's for lunch
• yesterday.
Madeleine White, secretary to W.
Ray Johnston, Monogram president,
and Hazel Benton, of the statistical
department at National Theatres, sail
for a 24-day Latin American cruise
today on the Amazone.
•
Benjamin F. Miggins, European
manager for 20th Century-Fox, and
W. E. Willems Van Beveren, his
assistant, sail on the Conte di Savoia
tomorrow en route to their Paris
headquarters.
Harry Goetz, Sam Harris, William F. Rodgers, Charles E. McCarthy, William Morris, Jr., and
Max Gordon at Nick's Hunting
Room in the Astor for lunch yesterday.
•

Equity
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Honor

President
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Parade
Continuation of Bert Lytell as president of Actors Equity loomed as a
certainty yesterday as he announced
that he would accept renomination for
the post if it is offered to him. His
decision, it is said, will eliminate any
contest for the presidency.
Equity will hold a special meeting
at 2 P.M. today at the Hotel Astor
for the purpose of designating six
additional members of the nominating
committee which will select the regular slate for all officers for the next
three years, 10 members of the council
for five-year terms and three replacements for council members.
Maida Reade, Dudley Digges and
Glen Anders are the three members
of the committee who have been designated by the council.
Immediately after the special meeting, the first quarterly meeting of the
year will follow. Unemployment in
the theatre and the advisability of
raising the minimum salaries of $40
weekly will receive priority on the
agenda. Elections will take place during the last week in May or the first
in June.

M'Guire to Organize
Production Company
Hollywood, March 28. — Negotia>tions are under way for William Anthony McGuire to form a new production company. McGuire will act
Walter Reade, Edward A. Golden, as writer and producer.
Marvin Schenck, Tom Loach, HarFirst of the proposed pictures will
ry Thomas, John Eberson, Harry
be
"Faith, Hope and Mary Potter," an
Gold and Lynn Farnol lunching at
original by McGuire. Claudette Colbert is sought for the lead. McGuire
Bob Goldstein's Tavern
yesterday.
•
is now on a picture-to-picture deal as
Charles E. McCarthy, 20th Cen- writer-producer at 20th Century-Fox,
tury-Fox advertising and publicity where he is preparing a film on the
director, has moved back to Nutley, life of Sam Dreben.
N. J., after spending the Winter in
the city.
•
he conferred with E. V. Lucas and
A. A. Schubart, manager of ex- Arthur Jenkins. Netter is en route
change operations for RKO, leaves to Dallas to confer with Karl Hobtoday with Mrs. Schubart for a litzelle and R. J.• O'Donnell.
Florida vacation.
•
Fred Lange, general European representative for Paramount, is schedNat Saland, president of Mercury
uled to sail for Europe, April 6, on
Film Laboratories, is flying from California tonight and will be in New the Washington, following a six-week
home office visit.
York tomorrow.
•
•
Ian McKenzie, British actor, is
Fred Ullman, former vice-president of RKO Pathe News, will leave
here en route to Hollywood to arrange
for
the
Coast Monday by train to befor a production
of "Richard III" in
gin his new assignment as an RKO
modern
dress.
•
producer.
•
M. J. Siegel, president of Republic
Stanton Griffis, chairman of the
Productions, leaves for the studio tomorrow following a week in New Paramount executive committee, will
York.
return to New York today from a
•
month's vacation in• Florida.
Hattie
Helborn,
secretary to
L. J. Ludwig and John J. Friedl
Nicholas M. Schenck, president of
of Minnesota Amusement Co. are in
Loew's, is vacationing
on the Coast. New York for Paramount home office
•
conferences.
Ernest Van Pelt, M-G-M exploi•
. tation representative in Salt . Lake
O. C. Doering, Jr., of counsel for
City, observes a birthday Sunday.
•
RKO, will leave tomorrow for a
William Hornbeck, film editor for week's vacation in Canada.
Alexander Korda, arrived on the
Adolph Schimel, Universal home
Conte di Savoia yesterday.
•
office attorney, is expected from the
Sylvia M. Sewards, secretary to Coast by plane today.
•
C. C. Moskowitz of Loew's, is vacaToni Spitzer of the RKO publicity
tioning on the Coast.
•
staff leaves today for a vacation in
Leonard Golden son, Paramount St. Augustine, Fla.
•
home office theatre executive, will reGene Raymond is in town for a
turn today from Atlanta where, with
Leon Netter, also of the home office, week from the Coast.

Demonstrating a new deadly bomb,
launching a submarine in New Hampshire and Sumner Welles in Lo>idon
head the list of important events in
the new issues. The reels and their
contents folloiv:
MOVIETONE NEWS, No. 5S-Patrols
at Western front. Duke of Windsor at
front. Tanks aid French farmers in plowEgypt's camel
in training.
Dutch ing.
submarine
sinks corps
after crash.
British freighter split by U-boat. New submarine in New Hampshire. Test high explosive in Maryland. Fashions in glass.
Horse racing. Police dogs trained in
Australia.
Ski race at Sun Valley.
NEWS
OF
No. in256—
Finns
destitute afterTHE
war.DAY,
Welles
London.
Egyptian army guards Nile. New bomb
tested. Woodring defends plane sales to
Allies. Blizzard in New York. Al Smith
in barber shop quartet. Ice hockey championships.
PARAMOUNT NEWS, No. 61— Gymnast
competitions at West Point. Hitler and
Mussolini meet in Alps. Short-wave transmission impaired; telephone technicians battle sun spots; wire photos irk newspaper
editors; Prof.
Barton
the Costa
phenomena. Launch
new explains
submarine.
Rica's President-elect visits Washington.
Prime Minister King wins Canadian election. "Barber Shop Quartet" contest set
for World's Fair.
RKO PATHE NEWS, No. 73— Hull
greets President-elect of Costa Rica in
Washington. British test new bombers.
Kennedy meets Welles in London. Count
Ciano meets Von Ribbentrop in Rome.
Dutch submarine and patrol boat in crash.
Mackenzie King reelected in Canada.
Woodring defends sale of airplanes to
Europe. Inventor demonstrates new liquidoxvgen explosive.
Universal newsreel, No. 862—
Finns in exodus from Russian-acquired
areas. British pursuit planes take off to
battle enemy bombers. Blizzard in upper
New York. New explosive demonstrated.
Mackenzie King wins Canadian election.
Test new stratosphere plane. Skiing in
swim suits. Amateur boxing bouts in Richmond. Ski meet at Sun Valley.

Approximately 100 metropolitan
theatre operators, Universal home office executives and trade press representatives attended a luncheon for Joe
Pasternak, Universal producer, at the
Hotel Astor yesterday.

William A. Scully, Universal vicepresident and general sales manager,
introduced Pasternak as the Hollywoodite with the unusual record of
seven consecutive "hit" pictures with
the same star to his credit. '^u
Pasternak responded with an« 3.pression of appreciation for exhibitor
cooperation and said the Universal
production
organization
tinue to better
its record would
so longconas
it had exhibitor support.
"We won't make the multi-million
dollar
pictures,
said.
"We'll make
the though,"
25-40 andhe50-cent
kind for the millions who want them."
Among those who attended were :
Terry Ramsaye ; John J. O'Connor,
Fred Meyers, Max Fellerman and
Harry Mandel of RKO Theatres;
Oscar Doob and Eugene Picker,
Loew's ; George Skouras, John Benas,
William Powers, Milton Hossfeld,
William White and Edward Zabel of
Skouras Theatres ; Clayton Bond, Ed
Hinchy, Leonard Schlesinger, Don Jat<Kks, Harry Goldberg and I. J.
Hoffman of Warners Theatres ; Fred
Schwartz, Sam Goodman and Al
Hovel of Century Theatres.
Also Leo Justin and Morris Jacks,
Walter Reade Theatres; William P.
Phillips, United Artists Theatres; Joseph M. Seider, Prudential Circuit ;
Arthur Mayer, Rialto ; Leo Brecher,
Plaza ; Joe Philipson, Paramount Theatres ;Sam Rinzler, Irving Kaplan
and Manny Frisch, Randforce, and J.
J. Thompson, Cocalis Theatres. Also
Si Fabian, Harry Brandt, Jack HatMacLeod
Honored
tern, Harry Katz and Harold Eskin.
Universal executives, besides WilBy Loew Executives
liam A. Scully included Nate J.
John Sutherland MacLeod, in Blumberg, president; J. Cheever
charge of exchange maintenance and Cowdin, board chairman ; Charles D.
branch service for M-G-M, was guest Prutzman, Joseph Seidelman, William
of honor at a luncheon given by his J. Heineman, Peyton Gibson, F. T.
associates at the Hotel Lincoln yes- Murray, J. J. Jordan, Leo Abrams,
terday in observance of his 25th an- Louis Pollock, Hank Linet, Morris
niversary with the company.
Baronat.Andy Sharick and Fortunat
Alin,
On March 29, 1915, MacLeod
started in partmentC.at Metro.
K. Stern's
Laterauditing
he was dein

production and sales. A son, DonRKO
Signs Hinsdell
ald S. MacLeod, is head booker for
Hollywood, March 28. — Oliver
M-G-M in Indianapolis.
Hinsdell has been signed to take full
Attending the luncheon were Ed- charge of the dramatic training of all
ward M. Saunders, Western division RKO contract players.
manager ; A. F. Cummings, head of
exchange operations ; Charles Sonin,
MOTION PICTURE
Jay Gove, M. L. Simons, Ross MacLeod, Ernest Morrell, Irving Helfont,
DAILY
I. Hirsch, William Orr, Harold Postman, William Reilly, Max Wolff,
(Registered U. S. Patent Office)
Charles Deesen, Sam Braunberg, WilPublished
daily except Saturday, Sunday and
Lacks. liam Brennan, Ira Martin, Arthur
holidays by Quigley Publishing Company,
Inc., 1270 Sixth Avenue, Rockefeller Center,
New York City. Telephone Circle 7-3100.
Cable address "Quigpubco, New York." Martin Quigley, Editor-in-Chief and Publisher:
George Harris Dies
Colvin Brown, Vice-President and General
Manager;
Watterson R. Rothacker, ViceIn Manila Accident President; Sam Shain, Editor; James A.
George F. Harris, veteran film man, Cron, Advertising manager; Chicago Bureau.
South Michigan Avenue, C. B. O'Neill,
was fatally injured in an automobile 624
manager; Hollywood Bureau, Postal Union
accident in Manila two days ago, ac- Life Building, Boone Mancall, manager, WilEditor; London Bureau, 4,
cording to word received in New Goldenliam R.SqWeaver,
uare, London ^Vl, Hope Williams,
York yesterday by friends.
cable address "Quigpubco, LonHarris had been active in native manager,
don." All contents copyrighted 1940 by Quigley
Publishing
Company, Inc. Other Quiglev
film production in the Philippine publications: Motion
Picture Herald, Better
Islands for a number of years. One Theatres, International Motion Picture Almanac and Fame. Entered as second class
of his last productions to be distribmatter, Sept. 23, 1938, at the post office at
.New
York,
N. Y., under the act of March
uted
in
America
was
"Zamboanga,"
which was distributed by the former 3, 1879. Subscription
rates per year $6 in the
Americas and $12 foreign. Single copies 10c.
First Division exchanges in 1937.
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ROAD
TO
SINGAPORE"
Bin* Crosby • Dorothy L amour
• Bob Hope
Charles Coburn • Judith Barrett • Anthony Quinn • Jerry Colonna • Directed by VICTOR SCHERTZINGER
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"VIRGINIA CITY" (Warners)
A spectacular but only so-so super-Western . . . has moments of fine
With
$14,000
cinematic excitement, but they are rarely inter-related. — Howard Barnes,
New York Herald Tribune.
There is enough concentrated action in the picture, enough of the old
San Francisco, March 28. — "Young time Western sweep, to make it lively entertainment. — New York Times.
Tom Edison" and "Ghost Comes
An absorbing melodra-ma. . . . Under Michael Curtiz' direction, the story
Home" did $14,000 at the Fox, with
business generally off due to bad moves swifty and interestingly to its satisfactory conclusion. — Kate
Cameron, New York Daily News.
weather. "Gone With the Wind" was
Recommended for fans who love wild westerns with plenty of action,
still strong with $28,000 in the eighth
shooting and melodrama. . . . The acting and direction are excellent and
week at Warfield.
fine photography something to write home about. — Lee Mortimer.
Estimated takings for the week end- the
New York Daily Mirror.
ing March 19-22:
Warner Brothers have woven a movie thriller that is part Civil War
"The Big Guy" (Univ.)
GOLDEN GATE— (2,850) (35c-40c-55c) 7 spy story, part boom town melodrama, a large part wild-riding, wildGross: $14,000. shooting, good old wild western. — Mildred Martin, Philadelphia Enquirer.
clays. Stage: Vaudeville.
(Average, $15,000)
Audience reaction finally reaches a point where silent approval or
"Black Friday" (Univ.)
disapproval seems insufficient and applause becomes the medium of
"House of Seven Gables" (Univ.)
ORPHEUM— (2,440) (15c -30c -35c -40c) 7 expression. — Dorothy Guinan, Philadelphia Daily News.
Everything about this attraction is splattered with bold, primary colors.
days. Gross: $7,403. (Average, $8,000)
"Young Tom Edison" (M-G-M)
. . . You've seen it all before but not on so large a scales — Henry T. Mur"The Ghost Comes Home" (M-G-M)
dock, Philadelphia Ledger.
FOX — (5,000) (15c-30c-35c-40c) 7 days.
Gross: $14,000. (Average, $16,0CO)
"Virginia City'" is in the manner of "Dodge City" and all other horse
operas. . . . Western addicts may find it exciting. — Laura Lee, Philadel"Brother Rat and A Baby" (W. B.)
phia Bulletin.
"A Child Is Born" (W. B.)
PARAMOUNT— (2,740) (15c-30c-35c-40c) 7
days. Gross: $10,000. (Average, $11,503)
"REBECCA" (Selznick-United Artists)
"Over the Moon" (U. A.)
Rare cinematic achievement, a perfect picture. ... It would not be surUNITED ARTISTS— (1,200) (15c-35c-40c55c) 7 days. Gross: $6,800. (Average, $8,000)
prising ifMr. Selznick, whose "Gone With The Wind" was given the
"Dr. Ehriich's Magic Bullet" (W. B.)
Academy Award for 1939's best film, will win the 1940 award for
"Young As You Feel" (ZOth-Fox)
ST. FRANCIS— (1,400) (15c-30c-35c-40c) 7 "Rebecca." — Boston Post.
Magnificently mounted, directed with all the famous Hitchcock skill,
days, 2nd week. Gross: $5,500. (Average,
$6,000)
and imaginative in its development of plot. "Rebecca" is a picture that
"Gone With the Wind" (M-G-M)
ought to be a box-office success from the very first day. — Boston Daily
WARFIELD' — (2,680) (75c-$1.10) 7 days, Globe.
8th week. Gross: $28,000. (Average, $12,000)
The Du Maurier mystery drama is perfectly adapted to the Hitchcock
"Harvest" (Cinema Center)
CLAY — (400) (15c-35c-40c) 7 days, 5th technique, and actually gains by cinematic treatment. — Boston Herald.
week. Gross: $900. (Average, $1,000)
A worthy successor to "Gone With The Wind" . . . another of the season's finest films, one especially rich in telling scenes. — Edwin Schallert,
"Club De Femmes" (French)
LARKIN — (390) (15c-35c-40c) 7 days. Los Angeles Times.
Gross: $800. (Average, $1,000)
David O. Selznick, who did such a magnificent job with "Gone With
The Wind," has again taken a popular novel and made a picture of surpassing interest. — Louella O. Parsons, Los Angeles Examiner.
Lloyd and His Cast
An excellent piece of cinema merchandise . . . startling with its sustained suspense. — Jimmy Starr, Los Angeles Herald-Express.
On 3,000-Mile Trek
Hollywood, March 28. • — Frank
Guilds Demand
End
Lloyd and members of the cast of
is
Land
in
ing
Hear
"The Tree of Liberty" will leave here
Sunday for Williamsburg, Va., to start
Trust Suit Today
Of Agencies'
Hollywood,
March 28. —Union
Kenneth
shooting
on
the
picture,
Lloyd's
first
for Columbia.
Federal
28.—
March
Thomson,
president
of the Screen
,
elphia
Philad
Cary Grant, Sir Cedric Hardwicke, Judge William H. Kirkpatrick will Actors Guild and second vice-president
Richard Carlson and Alan Marshal hear arguments here tomorrow on a of the Associated Actors and Artistes
are among those making the 3,000-mile motion submitted by Warner Bros, of America, has telegraphed a request
location trip. Attached to their train and the major distributors who are to William Green, president of the
will be 15 baggage cars of technical defendants in the Landis Theatre anti- American Federation of Labor, asktrust suit for quashing or modifying
equipment, wardrobe accessories and
ing withdrawal of the A. F. L. char14 different types of carriages of pre- an order directing them to produce
ter to the Amusement Agencies EmRevolutionary days.
their books and recm-Hc for the plain
ployes Union.
tiff's inspection.
Support
has been
given president
Thomson'sof
defendthe
by
move by Joseph
Weber,
Contention is made
the American Federation of MusiMrs. Chas. Hertzig Dies
ants that the books and records sowu
Funeral services for Mrs. Charles are not necessary for the adjudicacians, and I. B. Kornblum, Los
tion of the case.
Angeles executive secretary of the
Hertzig, 51, wife of the partner of
The Landis anti-trust suit is sched- American Guild of Variety Artists.
David Weinstock in Raybond Theuled for trial before Tudee Kirkpat The guild leaders claim the Amuseatres, will be held at 11 A. M. today rick on
April 8.
at the Riverside Memorial Chapel.
ment Agencies union represents booking and employment agencies, with
Burial will be at the Montifiore Cememembers not eligible for union memtery, Springfield, L. I. She died yesCaron Files Appeal
bership, since they are employers.
terday. A son, Emanuel, and a sonof appeal from a decision of
in-law, J. Joshua Goldberg, also are N. Notice
Y. Supreme Court Justice Pecora,
associated with the circuit in executive
Finish Yiddish Film
denied an injunction to restrain
who
capacity. Others surviving are two
"Americana Shadchen," Yiddish
exhibition of "Primrose Path," was
daughters and another son, Sol.
has been completed at the
served upon attorneys for RKO- comedy,
Film' Art Studios under the direction
plainCorp.,
Caron
y.
yesterda
Radio
tiff, recently filed suit against RKO of Edgar G. Ulmer. The picture, partly
Extend Fox Case Time
and Roxy Theatre, contending that in English dialogue, has English titles
and stars Leo Fuchs. Fame Films is
Federal Judge Murray Hulbert yesed one of its per- producer and distributor.
"disparag
terday signed an order extending for the film
fume products
in a sequence.
two years the time of Capital Co. to
prosecute proceedings against William
Parsons Leaving Col.
Fox for the collection of a judgment
e'
'Tim
Hollywood,
March 28.— Harriet
ases
of $297,412 won by Capital in 1935.
Rele
rio
Onta
Toronto, March 28. — Following the
According to affidavits filed, Capital Federal elections on Tuesday, the Parsons, producing "Screen Snapshots" for Columbia, will leave the
has been restrained from proceeding "March of Time" release, "Canada at
with its suit to recover over $200,000 War" has been approved by the On- lot after completing the current short
and will be replaced by Ralph Staub,
still due until Fox bankruptcy proceedtario censor. It will open at the Im- who originated the idea years ago.
perial
here
Friday,
ings have been conciydec^

Good$ll,300,
Philadelphia

Philadelphia, March .28. — While
weather conditions were favorable, the
usual Holy Week slump set in. However, the downtown houses for the
most part went over their averages
with some houses reporting the best]
Holy Week business in years.
ingEstimated
March 21takings
: for the weeklCU
\J 1"The House Across the Bay" (U. A.)
ALDINE—
(32c-42c-57c-68c)
7 days.5
Gross:
$11,300.(1,700)
(Average,
$8,000)
"Remember the Night" (Para.)
(600) (32c-42c-57c)
7 days, 2nd ■
run.ARCADIA—
Gross: $3,200.
(Average, $2,600)
"Young Tom Edison" (M-G-M)
BOYD — (2,400) (32c-42c-57c-68c) 7 days.
Gross: $15,900. (Average, $13,000)
'Gcir.ie With the Wind" (M-G-M)
EARLE— (4,000) (75c-$1.14) 7 days, 9th ]
week. Gross: $19,800. (Average, $14,000)
"I Take This Woman" (M-G-M)
FOX $14,100.
— (3,000)(Average,
(32c-42c-57c-68c)
Gross:
$13,000) 7 days.
"Dr. Ehriich's Magic Bullet" (W. B.)
KARLTON — (1,000) (32c -42c -57c -68c) 7
days,. 2nd run. Gross: $4,300. (Average,
$3,000)
"Northwest Passage" (M-G-M)
KEITH'S— (2,200) (32c-42c-57c-68c) 7 days,
2nd run, 2nd week. Gross: $4,200. (Average,
'Strange Cargo" (M-G-M)
STANLEY — (3,700) (32c -42c -57c -68c) 7
$3,500)
days, 2nd week. Gross: $9,100. (Average,
$14,000)
"Three Cheers for the Irish" (W. B.)
STANTON— (1,700) (32c-42c-57c) 7 days.
Gross: $5,300. (Average, $4,500)
"Little Old New York" (ZGth-Fox)
CARMAN — (2,500) (26c-32c-42c) subsequent run, 7 days, with vaudeville bill, including Red Donahue, Five Jewels, Randall
Sisters and Jans and Linton. Gross : $7,650.
(Average, $5,200)
"Married arid In Love" (RKO)
FAY'S — (2,000) (15c-25c-32c-40c-57c) 7
days, with vaudeville bill, including Allabazi; Ingagi and Valerie Deslys; Dale
Rhodes; Maxine Bros, and Bobby; Jack
McBride & Co., and Keller Sisters. Gross:
$6,200. (Average, $7,200)
Consolidated

Plans

For(.Continued
Reorganization
from page 1)
E. Schiller, assistant secretary.
Reporting an increase in film laboratory business last year, Poucher,
who is vice-president in charge of
sales, said that net sales from 35mm.
operations in 1939 were $4,216,392,
compared with $4,149,791 in 1938, besides 35mm. sales by the Hollywood
laboratory of $1,057,936 last year,
against $898,780 the year before. Sixteen millimeter operations increased
20 Poucher
per cent. said the Ft. Lee (N. J.)
plant this month will turn out more
than 30,000,000 feet of positive printing, a record for Consolidated.
Yates told the stockholders that the
company will be prepared to handle
color work as soon as Eastman Kodak
Co. perfects a process on which it is
working. The process is to be made
available to Eastman's customers
without additional cost, said Yates.
He foresees no wide use of color films
until the cost is brought down to approximate black-and-white film work.
S. W. G. Meets Monday
Hollywood, March 28. — The Screen
Writers Guild has set an open board
meeting for Monday night at the
Roosevelt Hotel to discuss several
matters, including the plan to franchise agents and future steps in the
halted negotiations for a bargaining
agreement with producers.
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Four

Motion

Reasons

U. S. Questions
Sales

Officials

Picture

Fox
Next

Patrons Pick Films
At Mexican House

Mexico City, March 28.— A
novelty film house, whose pa(Continued from page 1)
trons may choose pictures
mained unchanged for a period of
they
want
to see, is being
Of
Trust
Trial
arranged here by a group of
years, Agnew said.
Pre-trial conferences will be taken
Spanish political refugees. An
office in a downtown building
up
by
Federal
Judge
Henry
W.
God(Continued from page 1)
dard today in an effort to determine
is being remodeled for the
are expected to last for two more whether they are a necessary prelitheatre, which is expected to
months.
minary to trial of the suit. Judge Godopen late in April. No picThe third reason is the possibility of
ture will run for more than
dard will also hear an application of
an
hour.
The theatre is to
the
majors
for
an
order
requiring
the
Governthe
ordering
Judge mentGoddard
to furnish additional information Government to serve additional inforbe operated from 11 A. M to
11 P. M. on a grind policy.
mation in response to interrogatories.
to -ajors as a result of a surprise
m> by the defendants for an order
Defendants charge the Government
to that effect. A hearing is scheduled with breaching a stipulation under
which it had agreed to answer consoli- Name
today
the majors'
application.
Trotta, Berg
The onfourth
and strongest
factor for
dated interrogatories of the majors.
delay is -the settlement discussion now
Trustees of Ampa
taking place in Washington. It is
In
addition
to the official slate of
highly unlikely, it was reported, that Edington Due Here
officers and directors selected by the
litigants will go to the tremendous
For Product Talks Ampa nominating committee, Vincent
expense of starting the trial when
Trotta of Advertising Accessories and
there is a reasonable chance of settleHarry Edington, RKO executive
ment. In this respect, legal experts producer, will arrive from the Coast Herbert Berg of Paramount have been
have pointed out Section 6 of the by train on Monday for new season nominated as trustees.
Hal Home, eastern representative
Clayton Act which allows a consent product conferences with home office
for Walt Disney, has been nominated
decree to be treated as prima facie executives.
as delegate to the National Chamber
evidence of conspiracy to monopolize
S. Barret McCormick, RKO adver- of Commerce, succeeding Hap Hadley.
once testimony is introduced before the
tising and publicity director, will arPaul N. Lazarus, Jr., president, has
decree is signed.
rive by plane with Erich Pommer on advised members that if an opposition
Attorneys declare that a consent de- Monday. McCormick has been at the
slate is formed it must be presented
cree, if granted at all, must be agreed
upon before trial to forestall the use studio for the past two weeks con- to the secretary before next Thursday
ferring on plans for and
newcampaigns.
season's in order to be eligible for the April
of that decree by theatre owners who product announcements
1 1 elections.
may bring civil anti-trust suits against
George
J.
Schaefer,
RKO
presithe majors.
is expected back from a Florida vaColumbia Release
cation early next week for the conLoew's Bares $16,000,000
ferences
with
Edington,
Ned
E.
De''Three
Weeks Together,'' produced
Indebtedness in U. S. Reply
pinet and other home office executives.
in
Britain
under here
the title
Days,"
will be released
next "21
month
by
Loew's, Inc., disclosed a fixed, inI debtedness of $16,081,000 in answers
Columbia and will be <-old on an inI to Government interrogatories in the W.B. Raises Philly
dividual basis. The picture stars Vivien Leigh and Laurence Olivier.
| New York anti-trust suit filed yester| day in U. S. District Court. The
Engineers' Wages
I answers were recently served upon
Philadelphia, March 28. — Wage
I the Department of Justice but were increases over a period of three years
| not made available until their filing. are provided in a new contract signed
The replies also stated that the today by Warner theatres here with
] company has no current outstanding the Steam & Operating Engineers
| loans. Out of 4,000,000 authorized Union, Local 835.
The contract extends to Aug. 31,
I shares of Loew's common stock, 1,1 665,713 shares are outstanding, the 1943. Increases over the present scale
| company said. In addition, 136,722 of 90 cents an hour are to take effect
I shares of $6.50 cumulative, preferred as follows: 95 cents on Sept. 1, 1940;
I stock have been issued, the answers 97^ cents in September, 1941, and $1
I disclosed.
the following September.
Fixed indebtedness is divided into
I two categories. Listed are $12,331,000
I in 2>Y2 per cent sinking fund deben
Educational Films
I tures maturing in 1946 and which will
I be purchased or redeemed by a sinkU rged in England
I ing fund created by semi-annual deLondon,
8 (By Mail)— .The
li posits of $375,000. Notes totalling Government March
is backing a new cam1 $3,750,000 at 2-% per cent maturing in
paign to foster the use of educational
I 1944, payable at $375,000 semi-an
films in reception and neutral areas,
I nually from Feb. 1, 1940, constitute with the British Film Institute as its
| the remaining part of its indebtedness, principal agent. The Board of EducaLoew's stated.
tion will advise and assist, and four
A large number of the answers will regional experts will travel the terriremain confidential under stipulation
tories collaborating with local direcwith the Government.
tors of education.
Cited

12, 132

for

Houses

11

Daily

;Love

on

Banned

Dole'

Film

in Britain

Delay

Now

'Rebecca' Into Four
Use Republic Films
Miami
Area Houses
(Continued from page 1)
is now normal, Siegel said, and he
"Rebecca" will be playin in four
anticipates a substantial increase this theatres in the Miami area gsimulta
neyear.
ously by today, United Artists officials
Republic's
world of
gross
in seven
1939 report. The picture is playing the
showed
an increase
almost
Lincoln and Surf in Miami Beach now
per cent over 1938, Siegel asserted. and will open today in the Miami and
Last year the domestic gross was Mayfair, Miami.
$6,169,057 and foreign business $1,
793,277, compared with 1938 figures
Basketball Game
of $5,983,382 domestic gross and
$1,504,468 foreign.
A basketball game between the National Screen Service and M-G-M
The Republic laboratory work represents about 18 per cent of Consoli- teams is scheduled tomorrow at the
Riverside Plaza Hotel.
dated's gross volume, Yates asserted.

London, March 8 (By Mail).— The
British Board of Film Censors has refused to sanction the production of a
film based on the successful play,
"Love on the Dole," unless the script
were altered considerably. The play
deals in dramatic form with unemployment and has been staged all over the
country for some years.
["Love on the Dole" was produced
in New York in February, 1936, at
the Shubert Theatre by Maurice Barber. It ran for 144 performances.]
A probable reflection of this virtual
ban is seen in efforts on the part of
Parliamentary spokesmen to raise the
matter of film censorship in the House
of Commons.
Among these is Tom Williams,
Labor member for an industrial center, who takes a great interest in film
trade matters. He recently challenged
the Home Secretary, asking whether
he knew that when the Board had
banned the production of a film there
was no appeal, that this involved restrictions on popular liberty, and excluded the filming of many national
characteristics.
The Home Secretary, Sir John Anderson, however, protested that the
last word was always with the local
licensing authority
that over
the Government had no and
control
the
purely trade body, the B.B.F.C.
Lab Union to Dance
Second annual entertainment and
ball for the benefit of the welfare fund
of M. P. Laboratory Technicians
Union, Local 702, will be held Saturday, April 6, at the Hotel Edison.
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Holiday

Radio
New

York

Review

Provides

Boxoffice

Punch

(Continued from page 1)

Brevities

held. "It's a Date" finished its first
week at the Rivoli with an estimated
unced that
yesterday anno
$32,000
and will be held indefinitely.
WMCA
it had filed application with the
"Road to Singapore," with Tommy
F.C.C. for permission to build a fre- as the featured player and "Ghost Valley Raiders" as the first film Dorsey's band on the stage, started its
quency modulation transmitter, thus
third week on Wednesday at the Parabringing the total of applications in Barry's role is best described by the pressbook theme, "He rides hard,
mount, and drew an estimated $13,500
shoots
straight,
fights
fair."
the metropolitan area to 11, in addifor that day and yesterday. It will go
As
a
hard
riding,,
straight
shooting,
fair
fighting
Government
agent,
four weeks.
tion to the five stations now operathe sets out to uncover a gang of stagecoach bandits who have com"Young Tom Edison," in addition
ing".
The five stations include Major Edpleted several successful raids. Known as "The Tolusa Kid," a bad
man from the Dakotas, he joins the gang and obtains the evidence to the stage show, grossed anxngjiiwin Armstrong's station at Alpine, the
mated $99,000 in its second w4 p/'at
W G. H. Finch station, and stations necessary to convict its members.
Although there is no singing in the film, Cy Feuer has provided a the Music Hall. "Northwest Pasoperated by WQXR, WOR and NBC.
was good for an estimated
With the exception of the NBC sta- first rate musical score to accompany the action. Leroy Mason, who $30,000 sage"
in its third week at the Capitol.
tion, the stations are offering regular is a familiar villain of the westerns, gives him able support, as does "Pinocchio" drew an estimated $25,000
programs. NBC is engaged in field Lona Andre who provides the romance. Action film fans who like their at the Center in its seventh week and
tests and has no regular schedule.
westerns with lots of fights and without the embellishments of songs will close its run on Sunday.
The 10 previous applicants include
Despite borhood
opposition
neighslow the plot, should approve of "Ghost Valley Raiders."
houses andfrom'
theRKO
Palace
on
Finch, who is seeking a second sta- which
Associate producer George Sherman directed. Bennett Cohen wrote Broadway which are now playing
tion, CBS, WOV, WNEW, WHN,
the Yankee network, F-M Broadcast- the screenplay from an original story by Connie Lee.
"Pinocchio," it appears to be headed
ing Corp., Muzak, Jerome Raymond,
Running time, 57 minutes.
"G."*
Edward Greif for $18,000 for its final five days at
the Center.
Popkin-Clurman, and World Broadcasting Co.
*"G" denotes general classification.
"Ghost Valley Raiders"
(Republic)
Republic has launched a new series of westerns with Donald Barry

Back on Air After 20 Years

After an absence from the airlanes of almost two decades, one of
radio's first commercial sponsors,
Royal Eastern Electrical Supply
Co., returns to the air on Monday
at 11:15 A. M. over WMCA as sponsor of Jerry Baker and a novachord
show. Baker will be heard Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays.
Six More Mutual Stations

Six new stations of the MasonDixon Radio Group in Pennsylvania
and Delaware join the Mutual network on Monday. The total number
of stations now affiliated with Mutual
will be brought up to 130. The stations are WILM, Wilmington;
WGAL, Lancaster; WAZL, Hazleton; WKBO, Harrisburg ; WEST,
Easton, and WORK, York.
Television Theatre for Fair
Despite the F.C.C. rebuke to its
merchandising campaign for television
will add a television thesets, RCA
atre to its exhibit at the N. Y.
World's Fair this Summer. A twostory addition to its present building
will house an auditorium seating 200
persons^ and 10 television receivin£
stations decorated as living rooms.

Hearing Is Planned
On Scenic Art Fight
Hollywood, March 28.— Walter
Spreckels, regional director of the
N.L.R.B., said today he is arranging
for an open hearing to determine
whether the Moving Picture Painters
AssoLocal 644 or the Scenic Arts
the scenic
artists. ciation should represent
The union had threatened to send
a representative to Washington unless
action is speeded on its application for
certification as bargaining agent.
Spreckels today dismissed charges
of failure to bargain brought by the
Scenic Arts Association against the
Last year's so-called conproduc
election, when the association was
senters.
certified, was declared void because the
producers had not approved the voting.
N. L. R. B. Official
On Hollywood Visit

RKO

Detroit

Study

Britain

Keeps

Quota;

Censorship

No War
Revisions
(Continued from page 1)
William F. Rodgers, M-G-M general sales manager, has instructed J.
thatApril.
body is now in recess until late
E. Flynn, district manager at Chicago, in
to make a first-hand investigation of
However, it is understood that the
the Detroit
banning censor.
of "Strange Cargo" by Board
of Trade in the interim may
the
M-G-M plans to obtain a review of modify existing regulations in view of
the censor's, decision and will appeal the war emergency. It is believed the
to the courts only as a last resort. aim of any changes in the law will be
Its action will depend on the report the protection of British production.
It is considered extremely unlikely
Flynn will make to the home office.
The film was banned on the ground that new film legislation will be introduced in Parliament when it rethat it is "obscene and indecent."
convenes, but will be held over until
RKO, whose
Path"police,
was the Fall session.
similarly
banned "Primrose
by the Detroit
has made no decision yet on what
action it will take in the matter, it
was stated at the home office. Com- Pathe Foreclosure
pany representatives in Detroit have
Threat Against PPC
been asked for a report on specific
Hollywood,
March 28. — Creditors
objections made by the police com- of Producers Pictures
mittee.
Corp. today

Hollywood, March 28.— Nathan
F-M Hearing Ends;
Witt, secretary of the National Labor
Relations Board, arrived here today,
Television Defended
but said his visit had nothing to do
cases pending bepicture
motion
with fore
Washington, March 28. — Assign.
the N.L.R.B
ment of the television channel now
utilized by RCA for the use of frequency modulation transmission would
'Wind9 Now Going
cost RCA at least $100,000, Elmer

Into Small Houses
completion of the majority of
With
Ann Cornish, formerly with Benton
& Bowles and CBS, has joined the key theatre engagements of "Gone
film is being
staff of WQXR to take charge of the With the Wind," the
booked by M-G-M into small town
houses.
station's research department. . . .
Nan Sunderland will play the leading
The film to date has been set for
role in "Grand Central Station" show 1,417 runs in 1,288 cities. About 1,000
over CBS on Friday, April 5 at 10
of these engagements have been comP.M.
pleted.
The picture yesterday started sevenProgram Notes
day engagements at 1 1 additional Loew
theatres in Greater New York. Seven
new premiere ' of more theatres in the circuit will get
Reynaud,
Paul
France, will be heard on CBS, NBCThursday, and 14 addiRed and Mutual on Saturday at 6 the filmtionalnext
Loew runs will start April 11.
P. M. His talk will include answers
M-G-M is now accepting four-day
to questions previously submitted by engagements for small towns.
Eric Sevareid, CBS correspondent,
and Paul Archinaud, NBC correspondent. . . . Cities Service Co. yesterday
E. K. Expands Exhibit
renewed the "Cities Service Concert
Eastman Kodak plans extensive alHour" for an additional 13 weeks, efterations at its World's Fair exhibit
fective May 3. The concerts, which this year. Last season it was attended
began Feb. 18, 1927, are the oldest, by 4,000,000 visitors. This year there
continuous commercial program, ac- will be a special fashion show and a
cording to NBC.
greater color photography display.
Personalities in the News

Metro,

were given 10 days by Pathe Laboratories, Inc., to sign an agreement giving Pathe full power to take over
seven of the defunct company's completed pictures.
If unanimous consent of the creditors is not obtained, the Pathe alternative will be to foreclose on the pictures, since Pathe is the only secured
creditor, according to Robert Benjamin, Pathe attorney.

W. Engstrom,
of general Co.,
research for RCAdirector
Manufacturing
told the F.C.C. today as the F-M
Name Allied Committee
hearing ended.
Chicago, March 28. — Jack Kirsch,
Educational and other organizations
of Allied of Illinois, has
asked the F.C.C. to refrain from in- president
terference with the 41-42 m.c. band named a committee of local women
is now assigned to non-commercial in charge of women's activities at the
broadcasting.
national Allied convention at the Morrison Hotel here June 19-21. The
Engstrom urged strongly that there committee
includes : Mrs. Abe Fader,
be no disturbance of television channels in assigning frequencies for F-M- nesch.
Mrs. Jack Rose and Mrs. Elmer BeHe declared that every one of the
channels now provided will be efficiently used and added that a re-alloAsk AFA Disbursement
cation at the present time would seriously delay television.
Application will be made today to
N. Y. Supreme Court Justice McGeehan by Frank E. Lynch for permisAlger Awarded $7,500
sion to discontinue the Death BeneGeorge W. Alger, who confirmed
fit Fund of the American Federation
the plan of reorganization of RKO as
special master, was awarded $7,500 of Actors and to distribute to mem$17,000A.F.A.
now held.
Since thebycharterbers
of the
was revoked
the
yesterday by Federal Judge William
Bondy as a final allowance. Previous A.F. of L., members have voted for
allowances to Alger in RKO pro- discontinuance of the fund. Lynch,
ceedings totalled $34,500.
a trustee stated.
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